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YOUR 
Milwaukee 

Community  
Journal celebrates 

half-a-century with 
respect for the past, 

and hope for  
the future!

More anniversary event photos inside!
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Help your team reduce financial stress and 
boost wellbeing with Summit’s no-cost Financial 
Wellness for Employees program, offering:

• One-on-one financial coaching

• On-demand webinars on topics your 
employees value most

• Exclusive access to podcasts, calculators,  
worksheets and more

Scan to get started!

Ready to get started?  
Simply scan the  
QR code below! 

Plus Tools for Boosted 
Money Smarts!

The program also offers 
complimentary learning 
tools to simplify money 
management and grow 

financial confidence. 

HAPPIER, HEALTHIER EMPLOYEES  
AT NO COST TO YOUR BUSINESS

Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal re-
cently Celebrated 50 
Years of feeling the 
pulse of black mil-
waukee at its Annual 
Scholarship Jazz 
Brunch, at the Ital-
ian Community 
Center. The even fea-
turing historic ex-
hibits and honored 
individuals who rep-
resent Milwaukee’s 
past, present, and fu-
ture. 

The Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal (MCJ) 
has served as a 
trusted and endur-
ing voice in Milwau-
kee for fifty years, 
chronicling com-
munity life through 
stories of births, 
losses, triumphs, 
challenges, and his-
toric moments that 
have shaped our city, 
county, and state. 

For five decades 
MCJ has celebrated 
the achievements of 
Milwaukeeans, doc-
umented local 
events that echoed 
onto national 
stages, and remained 
firmly committed to 
informing, inspir-
ing, and elevating 
the community it 
serves. 

The Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal and 
the Dr. Terence N. 
Thomas Scholarship 
Fund, under the as-
tute and determined 
leadership of Patri-
cia O’Flynn Pattillo, 
has awarded more 
than one million 
dollars in scholar-
ships to deserving 
students pursuing 
higher education. 

This year, the MCJ 
and the Dr. Terence 
N. Thomas Scholar-
ship Fund will con-
tinue its 
long-standing com-
mitment to youth by 
awarding $30,000 in 
scholarships to fif-
teen students pursu-
ing higher 
education. 

—Photos by  
Yvonne Kemp

Photo Op: Milwaukee Community Journal’s 
50th Anniversary Celebration & Terence N. 

Thomas Memorial Scholarship Scholars



The Pauline Redmond Coggs Foundation of 
Milwaukee recently awarded $35,000 in schol-
arships to 22 students at an event held at Thri-
veOn King, 2153 N. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Drive, from 5:30 to  7 p.m.  

Thirteen students (all were participants in 
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority's Debutante Cotil-
lion Leadership and Service Program for high 
school juniors and seniors) will receive $2,000 
scholarships and nine college students will each 
receive $1,000 scholarships.  

The foundation is named for Pauline Red-
mond Coggs (1912-2005),  a social worker, 
educator, and civil rights activist who focused 
on combating unemployment, civil rights vio-
lations, poverty, and racism, as well as support-
ing communities of color, women, and other 
marginalized groups.  

Coggs was a founding member and the first 
president of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority's Mil-
waukee (Epsilon Kappa Omega) chapter.  

She moved to Milwaukee in the late 1940s 
after her husband, Theodore Washington Coggs, 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin's 
law school.  

She graduated from the University of Chicago 
and earned a Master's in social work at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh before teaching at Howard 
University in Washington, DC. and the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin in Madison.  

The foundation was established in 1999 by 
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority's local chapter and 
has a rich history rooted in service with a focus 
on issues impacting women and girls.  

For more than five decades, it has been em-
powering young women across Milwaukee 
County and surrounding areas.
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The Congressional Black 
Caucus PAC today endorsed 
Milwaukee County Executive 
David Crowley for Governor 
of Wisconsin.  

The Congressional Black 

Caucus PAC represents 60 
Black members of Congress, 
comprising the largest Con-
gressional Black Caucus in 
history. 

“The Congressional Black 

Caucus PAC is proud to en-
dorse David Crowley for Gov-
ernor of Wisconsin because he 
has the track record and execu-
tive experience to lead the state 
forward on day one,” said U.S. 

Representative Greg Meeks, 
Chairman of the Congressional 
Black Caucus PAC.  

“David has consistently de-
livered for Wisconsinites to 
make life more affordable, 
create jobs, and invest in af-
fordable housing, health care, 
and an economy that works for 
everyone.  

“He’s the kind of proven 
leader who brings people to-
gether, delivers results, and 
fights every day to expand op-
portunity for working families 
across Wisconsin.  

“We’re proud to stand with 
David because he will always 
stand with the people of Wis-
consin.” 

The Congressional Black 
Caucus PAC’s endorsement 
adds to the campaign’s grow-
ing momentum with endorse-

ments from Governor Tony 
Evers, Congresswoman Gwen 
Moore, labor unions, mayors 
and local elected officials from 
across the state.  

“The Congressional Black 
Caucus PAC has a long history 
of supporting leaders who fight 
for working families, and I’m 
honored to earn their endorse-
ment,” said Crowley.  

“Our campaign continues to 
build the momentum we need 
to win in August and defeat 
Tom Tiffany in November.  

I’m committed to earning 
every vote by reaching voters 
across Wisconsin with a vision 
that expands opportunity, 
strengthens our communities, 
and delivers for working fam-
ilies.” 

David Crowley is the Mil-
waukee County Executive and 

the first African American and
youngest person elected to that
office.  

Raised in Milwaukee in a
union household, David has
balanced billion-dollar budg-
ets, delivered the largest prop-
erty tax cut in county history,
cut opioid overdose deaths in
half, and added over 1,000
units of affordable housing in
six years, including in subur-
ban communities for the first
time.  

He has won every race for
the Wisconsin state Legislature
and Milwaukee County Execu-
tive. 

The Democratic primary is
August 11, 2026. For more in-
formation about Crowley and
his campaign, visit crowley-
forwi.com. 

 

Northwestern Mutual, through its 
Foundation, is continuing its long-
standing commitment to Milwau-
kee’s youth by announcing a $5.5 
million investment to support 70 
local schools and education non-
profits.  

This brings the company’s total 
contribution to advancing education 
in the city to more than $75 million 
over the past three decades. 

Now in its fourth year, the North-
western Mutual Summer Teacher 
Grant program continues to expand.  

This year, 85 projects were 
awarded, spanning innovative teach-
ing approaches, targeted student sup-
port and engaging learning 
experiences, including hands-on 
STEM programing, tutoring, and re-

sources tailored to different learning 
needs.  

To date, the initiative has funded 
nearly 200 projects. 

“Strong student outcomes begin 
with supporting educators and the 
work happening every day in the 
classroom,” said Steve Radke, pres-
ident of the Northwestern Mutual 
Foundation.  

“We’re proud to work alongside 
schools and community partners to 
expand opportunities that help stu-
dents reach their full potential while 
building a stronger pipeline of talent 
for our city.” 

Of this year’s projects, over a 
dozen are focused on increasing stu-
dent reading proficiency.  

Pilgrim Lutheran School has re-

ceived several Summer Teacher 
Grants since 2024, geared towards 
enhancing literacy curriculum and 
outcomes. 

“Our continued partnership with 
Northwestern Mutual has allowed us 
to make meaningful progress in 
strengthening literacy instruction ac-
ross our classrooms,” said Kimberly 
Springer, Principal at Pilgrim Lu-
theran School.  

“With sustained support, we’ve 
been able to implement targeted ap-
proaches that help students build the 
foundational reading skills they need 
to succeed.” 

As part of its broader annual in-
vestment, Northwestern Mutual is 
dedicated to empowering students 
through every stage of their academic 
journey, from strengthening early 
childhood and K–12 pathways to ex-
panding access to post-secondary op-
portunities. In addition, the company 
is supporting students pursuing post-
secondary education—funding 
scholarships, university grants and 
supplemental services that help more 
students succeed and transition into 
the workforce.  

To date, Northwestern Mutual has 
funded more than 190 scholarships 
totaling nearly $3.6 million through 
the company’s Hometown HBCU 
Connection program and a partner-
ship with All-In Milwaukee, support-
ing students in pursuing higher 
education and career opportunities. 

Northwestern 
Mutual Invests 
$5.5M towards 
Expanding  
Access to  
High-Quality  
Education and 
Improving  
Student  
Outcomes in  
Milwaukee

Funeral services were recently held at the New Pitts Mortuary 
for Willie Weddle. He was 93.  Weddle died July 21. He was 
born on November 6, 1933 in Denmark, Tennessee. He later 
made Milwaukee his home, where he built a life defined by dis-
cipline, independence, laughter, consistency, and quiet strength. 

Willie received his formal education at Lincoln High School 
in Milwaukee and later attended Milwaukee Area Technical Col-
lege. He worked a variety of jobs before finding his place in hos-
pitality and entertainment. He often told his sons, "Find what 
you like doing and you will never work a day in your life." Once 
he found his lane, he flourished. 

He honorably served in the United States Army from January 
14, 1954, until December 15, 1955. The discipline and self-re-
spect he gained through military service remained with him 
throughout his life. 

Willie was united in matrimony with Nellie Lucille Parks in 1955. Together, they raised two sons, LaMonte and 
Steven. As a father, his expectations were high. He believed in independent thinking. He also lived by the principle, "If 
you do good, good will always follow you throughout life." 

By day, Willie worked as an automobile frame inspector at A.O. Smith Corporation. By night, he bartended and man-
aged Surfside 16. Watching him excel as manager of Surfside 16 was remarkable. He traveled to Chicago to scout live 
bands and brought outstanding musical talent back to Milwaukee. He loved music deeply and introduced his sons to 
Miles Davis, The Crusaders, Bobby Blue Bland, and other legendary artists. 

The officiating minister was Minister Anthony ‘Tony’ Martin. Mr. Weddle was interned/committed at Glen Oak Cem-
etery. The committal was held graveside. He was preceded in death by Cora Dent, his longtime partner. He is survived 
by his sons, LaMonte Weddle and Steven Weddle; his former wife, Nellie Weddle; daughter-in-law Radika Eccles Wed-
dle; grandchildren Monica Jamison, Nicole Weddle, Miles Weddle, and Amari Weddle; grandson by marriage Jimmy 
Jamison; great-grandsons Isiah Jamison, Elijah Jamison, and Xavier Weddle; his last remaining first cousin, Diane Hill; 
niece Terry Garner; nephew by marriage Jahi Garner.—Material for this article courtesy of legacy.com 

The Pauline  
Redmond Coggs 
Foundation awards 
$35,000 in  
scholarships to  
22  local students

“He’s the kind of 
proven leader who 
brings people to-
gether, delivers re-
sults, and fights 
every day to expand 

opportunity for 
working families ac-

ross Wisconsin.
—U.S. Representative 

Greg Meeks, 
Chairman of 
the Congres-
sional Black 
Caucus 
PAC on 
Crowley. 

Vacant  
Downtown  
Milwaukee  
office  
space to be  
converted  
into 200+ new 
homes  

Office conversion to 
bring new residents 
downtown & create 
workforce housing as 
part of Mayor Johnson’s 
Year of Housing 

 A vacant downtown Milwaukee 
office tower will be transformed into 
220 new homes under a proposal 
from the City of Milwaukee Depart-
ment of City Development (DCD) to 
establish tax incremental district 
(TID) 137 (310W East Tower).  

310W Wisconsin Rollup LLC, 
who has partnered with Time 
Equities, Inc., is proposing a $73.6 
million project to convert vacant of-
fice space within the east tower of 
310 West Wisconsin Avenue into 220 
multifamily residential units.  

The proposed project would in-
clude a mix of studio, one-, two- and 
three-bedroom homes, including 50 
workforce housing units for house-
holds earning between 70% and 90% 
of the area median income (AMI). 

“We are focused on creating more 

opportunities for residents to find 
quality, affordable homes,” said 
Mayor Cavalier Johnson.  

“This investment benefits Milwau-
kee’s long-term economic health by 
expanding our tax base and ensuring 
our existing buildings contribute to 
the city’s future.  

“My administration is committed 
to supporting and advancing projects 
like this that increase housing options 
and build a stronger local economy.”  

The proposed conversion is part of 
the City of Milwaukee’s strategy to 
put vacant and underutilized space 
back into productive use while cre-
ating new housing opportunities.  

With the creation of TID 137, 
DCD would help close the financing 
gap associated with complex office-
to-residential conversions while sup-
porting the transformation of an 
existing building into new housing. 

The 310W East Tower conversion 
advances the Connec+ing MKE 
Downtown Plan 2040 goals of in-
creasing the Downtown population 
and creating a wider mix of uses in 
Downtown. 

“This proposal represents an im-
portant investment in the continued 
growth of Downtown Milwaukee,” 
District 4 Alderman Robert Bauman 
said.  

“This conversion will bring more 
residents Downtown, support local 
businesses, and further activate the 

(continued on page 5)

Funeral services held 
for Willie Weddle 

Willie Weddle

Congressional Black Caucus PAC  
Endorses David Crowley for Governor 
National organization representing Black members of Congress back  

Crowley for governor to deliver results and lead on day one
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FIRST SUNDAYFIRST SUNDAY
MKE Community Journal’s Religion Section

“WATCH OUT FOR FALSE PROPHETS. THEY COME 
TO YOU IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING, BUT INWARDLY 
THEY ARE FEROCIOUS WOLVES. BY THEIR FRUIT 
YOU WILL RECOGNIZE THEM.” —MATTEW 7:15

A busy summer continues at Brentwood 
The Brentwood Church of Christ is inviting the community to join them for their 

annual ‘Community Day,’ Saturday, August 22, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the 
church’s grounds and parking lot, located at 6425 N. 60th St. 

Families, friends, and neighbors are encouraged to come out and enjoy a cele-
bration that is safe, fun, and welcoming. There will be free food (hot dogs, chips, 
water, and ice cream—while supplies last!). Food vendors will be on hand to pro-
vide food that must be purchased. 

There will be a bike giveaway, horseback rides, bounce house, face painting, arts 
and crafts stations, games, activities, giveaways, wellness and community ven-
dors, live music and entertainment, free bak-to-school supplies and clothes (while 
supplies last).  

There will also be information on government resources available; as well as in-
formation from private agencies. For more information, call 414-353-6757.

Souls to the PollsSouls to the Polls   

SUNDAY!SUNDAY!
Black Milwaukee residents of voting age 

are urged to take advantage of EARLY 
VOTING this Sunday, August 9, at the 
Midtown Shopping Center voting site, 

from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. after worship 
services!

After you  
“cast your 
cares on the 
Lord,” CAST  
YOUR early VOTE 
for Democracy  
and Freedom on

AUGUST 9!
For more  
information,  
go to: 
info@soulstothe-
pollswi.org,  
or call (414) 899-3386

Midtown shopping center 
4170 North 56th Street

The pressure is relentless. 
Christian nationalists insist 
there is no separation be-
tween church and state, that 
the founders and pilgrims 
made a covenant with God, 
that the constitution was co-
pied from the King James 
Bible, and endless other, 
well, lies.  

Who better to set record straight 
than a recognized, college historian 
and psychologist, a devoted Christian 
one? Warren Throckmorton is a well-
respected, well-published Christian-
focused academic with a podcast. He 
has become weary of all the lies the nationalists keep 
spouting, giving his religion a bad name and causing all 
kinds of angst and conflict in the USA. He has put to-
gether an enormously thorough examination called The 
Christian Past That Wasn’t. In it, he gives every claim of 
the nationalists a fair shot at proving him wrong, and 
every single claim proves to be a common, garden-variety 
lie. The truth is interesting enough without them. The lies 
are an embarrassment to him. The result is a fast-reading, 
straightforward debunking by an expert — at history, re-
ligion, communications, teaching and writing. Wonder-
ful. 

Throckmorton is cautious and careful. He repeats him-
self to make sure readers understand. He knows the 
Christian nationalists will put his words under a micro-
scope and through a grinder. He doesn’t let fly with in-
credulity or invective. He never tires of the job and claims 
it is just more of the same; he gives every myth its due. 
In some ways, it is all too evenhanded. There are no 
peaks, just flat, straight highway headed in one direction. 

He gives a chapter to each “myth” as he politely calls 
the out and out lies. He traces them back to their origins. 
Then he cites original documents, like the actual minutes 
of the Continental Congress where the fifty-five founders 
hammered out what the USA would look like and how it 
would operate. Or he tries to find any reference they 
made to George Washington in his 30,000 piece collec-
tion of writings. He adds the personal letters of the people 
who made the decisions nationalists claim, like Thomas 
Jefferson, James Madison and Benjamin Franklin. And 
legal documents and court proceedings. And if that wer-
en’t enough, he injects simple logic to say that if this was 
what the founders meant, why didn’t they do it at the 
time? Why did they continually speak out directly against 
it? Throckmorton has all the original evidence in the 
world to refute claims that the USA always was and was 
always meant to be Protestant Christian. 

Here are the main “myths” a.k.a. lies the book under-
mines: 

1. America is a covenant homeland for European Pro-
testants 

2. America is a Christian nation because the colonies 
had state churches 

3. America is a Christian nation because the founders 
were orthodox Christians 

4. The founders created a Christian government 
5. The charter documents are based on the Bible and 

Christianity 
6. America’s virtues justify America’s sins 
7. Christianity should be promoted in public education. 
Without reciting the whole book here, let me dispel 

some “myths” quickly, so readers can see how it works. 
Throckmorton points out there is nothing about God in 

the founding documents, and quite the opposite. There 
can be no religious test for holders of public office, and 
the state is forbidden from establishing religion through 
its powers. The Bible is never cited as a binding authority, 
like the constitution is. There are a total of zero Bible pas-
sages in the constitution. It also transpires that the 
founders were asked to consider launching an American 
school, but declined to, because it could be left to Con-
gress to legislate one into existence if it thought that was 
somehow necessary. In other words, the founders had un-
ending opportunities to make the USA a Christian nation, 
and turned every single option away. 

The founders argued long and hard, and agreed on vir-
tually nothing. They were getting nowhere again when 
Franklin suggested they pray. Not just pray, but make 
prayer the start to every day of their deliberations. Hire 
an official pastor to lead them. The vote was a near unan-
imous no. Only “three or four” of them wanted to inject 
prayer into the proceedings. I personally believe Franklin 
knew this all along, and made the proposal just to prove 
they all could in fact work together and that religion was 
definitively off the table. He didn’t do it sarcastically, as 
was his reputation, and the effect was to drive everyone 
together against prayer. They were all firmly of a mind 
to keep religion away from the state, as that was to be the 
defining difference between the USA and the rest of the 
world. 

And yet, Christian nationalists in-
sist the founders prayed long and 
hard together, and never intended 
there be a separation of church and 
state. Right from the beginning, the 
USA was deeply religious, they 
claim. 

The Christian nationalist claims 
started appearing in flood propor-
tions only after deaths of the del-
egates to the constitutional 
convention. Madison was pretty 
much the last to go (1836), and then 
pamphlets and books could suddenly 
be published without the fear of him 
denying what they said, contradicting 
what they claimed and debunking 
what they meant. 

Free of the eyewitnesses, Christian nationalists have 
now driven support for their false claims to 55% of 
Trump supporters, according to the Religion and Public 
Policy Institute. It is 30% overall. Worse still is that half 
of Christian nationalists are prepared to use violence to 
implement their beliefs to “save the nation.” 

The lying is so generalized that House speaker Mike 
Johnson has attributed a prayer written decades after Jef-
ferson’s death to Jefferson himself, proving his personal 
love of God and his orthodox faith. The prayer was 
written in the 1890s, and only got published in the 1928 
Book of Common Prayer, but none of that bothers 
Johnson, who recited it at a political meeting and attrib-
uted it to Jefferson’s own writing as well as his reciting it 
every day during his presidency. It really impresses the 
crowd. And it’s a total lie. 

Another myth is the covenant the pilgrims made with 
God to devote the new land they were stealing from the 
natives, to Him. Various versions claim this took place in 
Jamestown in 1607, Portsmouth in 1620, Boston inn 1630 
or Washington’s inauguration in 1789. None of it is true. 
There is no documentation whatsoever for any of these 
locations or dates, and to be honest, being British col-
onies, their religion was preset at Anglican, the state re-
ligion of the English. 

All the colonial constitutions had to refer to the official 
religion of Anglicanism, and it was up to the founders to 
get the states to remove that from their own constitutions. 
Which they did, slowly, with Massachusetts being the last 
to let go, in 1833. There is also no mention of a covenant 
with anyone in the founding documents — the Declara-
tion of Independence, the Constitution or the Bill of 
Rights. For something as huge as a covenant with God, 
you might think something would have commemorated 
it, somewhere, but there is no evidence of it at all. To be 
clear, Throckmorton says “No president, including Wash-
ington, has ever presented a covenant or treaty or agree-
ment to the Senate purporting to be a covenant with the 
Christian God.” And since treaties are in the sole purview 
of the Senate, that’s the end of the story. 

Another issue is the Ten Commandments. Christian na-
tionalists are forever trying to force schools to post and 
teach them. In the past, actual fights broke out (The Bible 
Wars) because the Christian Nationalists want to use the 
King James Version of the Bible exclusively, which in-
furiates Catholics (never mind all the non-Christian reli-
gions). People actually died over this (Philadelphia 1844: 
14 killed in rioting over the Ten Commandments in 
schools). But let’s give the last word to Sandra Day 
O’Connor, the country’s first woman Supreme Court Jus-
tice. In McCreary County v. ACLU of Kentucky, she 
asked: “Why would we trade a system that has served us 
so well for one that has served others so poorly?” The an-
swer is the USA never did. 

The book doesn’t stop with lies over the founders. It 
also questions how such a country could possibly be in a 
covenant with God when it was founded on full rec-
ognition of slavery, to the point of measuring the worth 
of a Black slave as 3/5 of a white man. And then there 
was the endless slaughter of the natives who were already 
present when the Christians arrived. They were dispos-
sessed, denied rights (even citizenship), and killed off in 
a strong attempt at total genocide. 

Today Throckmorton is more than a little agitated that 
Christian nationalists expend so much energy trying to 
convince Americans that the founders were deeply reli-
gious, of the same religion, and in favor of making the 
USA Christian, while at the same supporting Donald 
Trump, “whose religious views are not orthodox, nor are 
his morals or personal conduct exemplary.” Yet “In the 
2024 election, nine out of ten white evangelicals who at-
tended church more than once a week voted for Donald 
Trump.” Yet “Christian nationalists seem intent on prov-
ing that the founders were orthodox, Bible-believing 
Christians,” when they decidedly were not. The lying 
continues, unabated. “Christian nationalist history,” 
Throckmorton says “strains out gnats and swallows 
camels.” And rests his case. 

David Wineberg—The Christian Past That Wasn’t, 
Warren Throckmorton, May 2026

Christian nationalists 
claiming USA has  
always been a Christian 
nation are lying!
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neighborhood. I am pleased to support this project 
and the City’s efforts to expand housing opportu-
nities.” 

The proposed developer-financed TID would 
provide up to $6.44 million over an 18-year term. 
The project would reactivate currently vacant of-
fice space, bring new residents to Downtown Mil-
waukee, and stabilize and increase the tax base by 
bringing significant new investment to the build-
ing. 

DCD is proposing TID 137 under the City’s Tax 
Incremental Financing for Housing Development 
Guidelines, which prioritizes projects that create 
affordable and workforce housing options and de-
velopments that repurpose underutilized central 
business district office buildings into residential 
properties.   

“We’re excited to see continued investment in 
affordable places to live for Milwaukee residents, 
especially during this Year of Housing,” DCD 

Commissioner Lafayette L. Crump said.  
“The Department of City Development is proud 

of the work we’ve done to partner with the devel-
opment community to expand and refine the use 
of tax incremental financing to help close financ-
ing gaps associated with complex redevelopment 
projects and increase the amount of housing avail-
able in Milwaukee across diverse price points.”  

“Time Equities acquired this iconic blue office 
building nearly nine years ago with a vision of in-
vesting in the continued revitalization of Westown. 

“ We saw an opportunity to restore an important 
Milwaukee landmark that had experienced signif-
icant vacancy, but as our repositioning efforts 
gained momentum, the pandemic fundamentally 
changed demand for office space,” Brad Gordon, 
Director of Acquisitions, Time Equities, Inc., said.  

“Despite investing more than $30 million into 
the property, we remained committed to finding a 
long-term solution and, over the past four years, 
worked to advance a plan to convert the East 

Tower into residential apartments.  
Through the City's Tax Incremental Financing 

program supporting office-to-residential conver-
sions, and in partnership with the City, this project 
will deliver 220 new apartments, including 50 
workforce housing units, while bringing much-
needed housing and new economic activity to 
downtown Milwaukee.  

As a former Milwaukee resident, it is especially 
rewarding to help preserve and reposition a build-
ing that has been part of the city's skyline for more
than 45 years and contribute to Westown's con-
tinued momentum.”  

The Redevelopment Authority of the City of 
Milwaukee will review the proposed TID on Au-
gust 2026.  

A public hearing is also scheduled for the meet-
ing. Project plans will be made available online 
prior to the meeting.  
 

Vacant Downtown Milwaukee 
office space to be converted 
into 200+ new homes
(continued from page 3)

During my recent trip home, 
I decided to stop listening to 
the debate and start eating my 
way through it.  

Three sandwiches.  

Three neighborhoods.  
Three very different experi-

ences.  
My first stop was Ma 

Velma’s on 76th Street. I paid 

cash for a traditional corned 
beef sandwich, not realizing I 
was beginning what would 
become a personal corned 
beef tour of Milwaukee.  

There were no scorecards 
yet—just a woman returning 
home and tasting a city she 
hadn’t lived in for 12 years.  

Not wanting to dirty up the 
Turo, I opted to wait and open 
it in my Studio 6 Suite.   

It was, in fact, a corned beef 
sandwich, though the meat 
was slightly sour sans sauer-
kraut for that would have 
been a Reuben.    

The next morning, I headed 
to Jake’s Deli.  

Things got interesting im-
mediately.  

I ordered a corned beef 

sandwich with Swiss cheese. 
What arrived first was my 
sandwich…on a hamburger 
bun.  

Not mine.  
The second sandwich 

looked more promising, but 
somewhere between the order 
and the counter, Swiss be-
came American, mustard be-
came mayonnaise, and 
simplicity became excess.  

I laughed.  
Not because it was bad.  
Because sometimes restau-

rants hear what they want to 
hear.  

The corned beef itself was 
tender, generous, and satis-

fying. But I wanted to taste 
the meat—not a half cup of 
mayonnaise trying to become 
the main character.  

A few hours later, I drove 
over to Deli 1614 on Walnut 
Street.  Their sign says it all 
and wait I did.  It was a home-
made masterpiece of just 
enough tender meat, swiss 
cheese, mustard and two pick-
les spears y’all.  

By then I had spent nearly 
$65 in twenty-four hours 
chasing corned beef across 
Milwaukee.  

Worth it.  

Each place had its own his-
toric personality.  

Each neighborhood had its 
own rhythm.  

Each sandwich reflected the 
people making it.  

As I drove from the North 
Side to Walnut Street and 
back across the city, I realized 
I wasn’t reviewing sand-
wiches nearly as much as I 
was revisiting Milwaukee.  

Food has always been one 
of the city’s languages.  

A fish fry tells you Friday.  
Frozen custard tells you 

summer.  
Corned beef tells you where 

somebody grew up.  

People don’t merely rec-
ommend their favorite spot.
They defend it.  

Passionately.  
Sometimes loudly.  
Usually with a story at-

tached.  
That’s Milwaukee.  
So which sandwich was the

best?  
That’s the wrong question.  
The better question is:

Which one told the best story?
For me, every one of them

did.  
One reminded me that tradi-

tion matters.  

One reminded me that per-
fection isn’t always the point.

One reminded me that every
neighborhood believes it
quietly serves the city’s best
meal.  

They’re probably all right.  
Because in Milwaukee,

corned beef isn’t just comfort
food.  It’s community.  

And after twelve years
away, there may not have
been a better way to come
home than one bite at a time. 

Coming next in the Trip-
pin’ series: Church, Porches, 
and the Places That Remem-
bered Me Before I Remem-
bered Myself.  

TRIPPIN’
Coming Home to Milwaukee 
After 12 Years an Arizonian 
By Yolanda D. White Poullard 

THE CORNED BEEFTHE CORNED BEEF  
CHRONICLESCHRONICLES!!   

Three Sandwiches, Three  
Neighborhoods, One Milwaukee! 
If you ask 10 Milwaukeeans where to find the 

city’s best corned beef sandwich, prepare yourself 
for an argument. This isn’t just lunch—it’s neigh-
borhood pride served between two slices of rye. 

“Food has always been one of the city’s“Food has always been one of the city’s  
languages. A fish fry tells you Friday.languages. A fish fry tells you Friday.  
Frozen custard tells you summer.Frozen custard tells you summer.  
Corned beef tells you whereCorned beef tells you where  
somebody grew up. People don’tsomebody grew up. People don’t  
merely recommend their favoritemerely recommend their favorite  
spot. They defend it. Passionately.spot. They defend it. Passionately.  
Sometimes loudly. Usually with aSometimes loudly. Usually with a  
story attached. That’s Milwaukee.”story attached. That’s Milwaukee.”  

Ma Velma’s Deli 1614

At this point, you’re probably well 
aware of the cyclospora outbreak 
that has infected thousands of people 
across the United States.  

There is growing concern among 

food safety experts that deadlier 
foodborne outbreaks could be on the 
horizon given changes within the 
federal government.  

CBS News reports that under the 
Trump administration, food safety 
protocols have been greatly over-
hauled and not necessarily for the 
best.  

Historically, food safety has been 
monitored through a coalition of 
state and federal agencies, with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s FoodNet program being 
the centerpiece.  

FoodNet was created in the ‘90s 
after four children died from con-
suming hamburgers infected with 
E.coli. 

So of course one of the first things 
the Trump administration did was 
make sweeping cuts to the program. 
In addition to cutting billions of dol-
lars in public health funding, the 
Trump administration also fired 
thousands of public health workers 
and ended mandatory reporting for 
several foodborne viruses, including 
cyclospora.  

Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has de-
fended those cuts and said the 
administration only ended redundant 
screenings. 

 I just think it’s kind of interesting 
that we’re dealing with a cyclospora 
outbreak only a year after the cuts 
were made. I’m no pathologist, but 
it’s not hard to put two and two to-
gether.  

From CBS News: 

Under the changes to the FoodNet 
surveillance system, the 10 partici-
pating states — meant to represent a 
cross-section of the broader popula-
tion — no longer have to report 
cases of listeria, for example.  

That bacteria kills as many as 30% 
of people who are diagnosed with it. 

Complications from listeria infec-
tions can include convulsions, mis-
carriage, and sepsis that damages 
organs.  

It’s much more rare than the type 
of E. coli bacteria still required to be 
tracked by FoodNet, but almost 95% 
of people infected with listeria wind 
up hospitalized.  

Listeria infections result in an es-
timated 170 to 260 deaths each year, 
according to numbers from the CDC 
and the Food and Drug Administra-
tion. 

“You’re basically allowing for 
outbreaks to continue without being 
figured out. Invariably more people 
will get sick,” said Bill Marler, a Se-

attle-area food safety lawyer, told 
CBS News.  

“We are starting to see the con-
sequences of an underfunded public 
health system in 2026,” Natasha 
Bagdasarian, Michigan’s chief med-
ical executive, told CBS News. 
“Currently it’s cyclospora.  

Eventually, we are going to lose 
the ability to detect something else.” 
Michigan is going through it right 
now, dealing with thousands of cy-
clospora cases in addition to the on-
going measles outbreak.  

Oh, and now we’re also dealing 
with millions of eggs being recalled 
due to salmonella contamination. It’s 
almost like we had a robust food 
safety network for a reason.  

It’s bad enough that the cost of 
groceries has increased significantly; 
now we have to be concerned over 
whether our food is even safe to con-
sume.  

Corporations care about one thing 
and one thing only: shareholder 

value. If they can cut costs through
bypassing food safety screenings,
they will.  

They don’t care what happens to 
you after you consume their product;
they just care that you bought it.  

Regulations exist for a reason, and
unfortunately, we’re finding out why 
in real time.  

A spokesperson for HHS defended
the changes at the FDA and tried to
downplay the impact of the staffing 
cuts.  

“FDA investigators were not af-
fected by staffing changes or force 
reductions, and the FY 2027 Pres-
ident’s Budget proposes a $33 mil-
lion increase for food safety
activities,” HHS spokesperson
Emily Hilliard told CBS News in an 
email.  

Hilliard added that the CDC never
stopped monitoring illnesses caused
by Cyclospora. 
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The Trump administra-
tion has cut billions in 
food safety funds and 
ended mandatory food 
screenings for food-
borne viruses, including 
cyclospora. 
By Joe Jurado

Cyclospora: Could Deadlier Foodborne Illnesses Follow?
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Notice of Partisan Primary and Sample Ballots 
August 11, 2026 

OFFICE OF THE MILWAUKEE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION: 

TO THE VOTERS OF THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE: 

Notice is hereby given of a partisan primary to be held in the City of Milwaukee on August 
11, 2026, at which the nominees for the offices named below shall be chosen. The names 
of the candidates for each office, whose nominations have been certified to or filed in 
this office, are given under the title of the office under the appropriate party, each in its 
proper column, together with the questions submitted to a vote, if any, in the sample ballot 
below. 

Information to Voters 
Upon entering the polling place and before being permitted to vote, a voter shall: 

• state their name and address 
• show an acceptable form of photo identification* 
• sign the poll book** 

*If a voter does not have acceptable photo identification, the voter may obtain a 
free photo ID for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.  

**If the voter is unable to sign the poll book due to disability, a poll worker may 
write the word “exempt.” 

If a voter is not registered to vote, they may register to vote at the polling place serving 
their residence if the voter provides proof of residence.  

Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two inspectors must appear on the 
ballot.  

Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall enter a voting booth or go to a machine and 
cast their ballot. The vote should not be cast in any manner other than specified here. 
Sample ballots or other materials to assist the voter in marking their ballot may be taken 
into the booth and copied. The sample ballot shall not be shown to anyone so as to reveal 
how the ballot is marked. 

A voter who is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the voter's minor child or 
minor ward.  

An election official may inform the voter of the proper manner for casting a vote, but the 
official may not advise or indicate a particular voting choice. 

Assistance for Voting 
A voter may select an individual to assist in casting their vote if the voter declares to the 
presiding official that they are unable to read, have difficulty reading, writing, or  
understanding English, or that due to disability are unable to cast their ballot. The selected 
individual rendering assistance may not be the voter's employer or an agent of that  
employer or an officer or agent of a labor organization which represents the voter. If a 
voter is unable to state their name and address, an assistant may also do so for the voter. 

At the partisan primary, the voter shall select the party of their choice. Voting for 
candidates of more than one party may invalidate the ballot. The voter must cast a vote 
for individual candidates. 

Where Optical Scan Voting is used 
• If a party preference is designated, and votes are cast for ballot candidates of  

           another party or write-in votes are cast in another party, only votes cast in the   
           designated party will count. 

• If a party preference is not designated, and votes are cast for candidates (or  
            write-in votes are cast) in more than one party, no votes will be counted. 

Within the party of their choice, the voter shall fill in the oval next to the name of the  
candidate of their choice for each office for which they intend to vote. To vote for a person 
whose name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall write in the name of the person 
of their choice in the space provided for a write-in vote and fill in the oval next to the  
write-in line. On referendum questions, the voter shall fill in the oval next to "yes" if in 
favor of the question, or the voter shall fill in the oval or connect the arrow next to "no" if 
opposed to the question. 

When using an electronic ballot marking device (“Express Vote”) to mark an optical scan 
ballot, the voter shall touch the screen or use the tactile pad to select the party of their 
choice. The voter shall then touch the screen at the name of the candidate of their choice 
for each office for which they intend to vote. To vote for a person whose name does not 
appear on the ballot, the voter shall type in the name of the person of their choice in the 
space provided for a write-in vote. On referendum questions, the voter shall touch the 
screen at "yes" if in favor of the question, or the voter shall touch the screen at "no" if op-
posed to the question. 

Spoiling Ballots 
If a voter spoils an optical scan ballot, they shall return it to an election official who shall 
issue another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued to any 
one voter. If the ballot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other 
way, the voter shall return it to the election official, who shall issue a proper ballot in its 
place.  

After Voting the Ballot 
After an official optical scan ballot is marked, the voter shall insert the ballot in the voting 
device or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit. The voter shall leave the polling 
place promptly. 

Included with this notice is a sample of the official ballot. 

Wards 217, 218, 219, 220, 223, 224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 232, 233, 234, 
235, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 247, 280, 283, 305, 306, 307, 308, 309, 310, 337, 339, 
and 342 will have the same contests on their ballots as shown on the sample ballot. 

Wards 201, 208, 254, 255, 256, 257, 258, 267, 268, 269, 270, 296, 297, 298, 299, 343, 
344, 345, 349, 350, and 351 will have the following contest on their ballots instead of the 

one shown on the sample ballot: 
 

Representative to the Assembly, District 7 
Vote for 1 

Lee Whiting (Republican) 
Karen Kirsch (Democratic) 

write-in 
 
Wards 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 221, 222, 248, 249, 250, 251, 252, 253, 271,
272, 273, 274, 275, 276, 277, 278, 279, 294, 295, 311, 312, 338, and 346 will have the
following contest on their ballots instead of the one shown on the sample ballot: 
 

Representative to the Assembly, District 9 
Vote for 1 

Samuel Guerrero (Republican) 
Mimi Reza (Democratic) 

Priscilla A. Prado (Democratic) 
write-in 

 
Wards 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119,
120, 121, 136, and 330 will have the following contest on their ballots instead of the one
shown on the sample ballot: 
 

Representative to the Assembly, District 10 
Vote for 1 

Darrin Madison (Democratic) 
Robert Longwell-Grice (Wisconsin Green) 

write-in 
 
These wards will not have a State Senator contest on their ballots. 
 
Wards 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 39, 40, 41, 42,
44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, and 318 will have the following contest on their
ballots instead of the one shown on the sample ballot: 
 

Representative to the Assembly, District 11 
Vote for 1 

Shandowlyon Reaves (Republican) 
Sequanna Taylor (Democratic) 

write-in 
 
These wards will not have a State Senator contest on their ballots. 
 
Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 75, 76, 77, 78,
82, and 315 will have the following contest on their ballots instead of the one shown on
the sample ballot: 
 

Representative to the Assembly, District 12 
Vote for 1 

Russell Antonio Goodwin, Sr. (Democratic) 
Jordan Roman (Democratic) 

write-in 
 
These wards will not have a State Senator contest on their ballots. 
 
 
Wards 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, and 207 will have the following contests on their ballots
instead of those shown on the sample ballot: 
 

State Senator, District 5 
Vote for 1 

Mike Roberts (Republican) 
Robyn Vining (Democratic) 

write-in 
 

Representative to the Assembly, District 14 
Vote for 1 

AmyRose Murphy (Republican) 
Angelito Tenorio (Democratic) 

write-in 
 
Wards 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 134, 135, 137, 138, 139, 140, 142, 143, 144, 145,
146, 147, 148, 166, 167, 168, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188,
196, 329, 331, 332, 335, 336, 353, and 354 will have the following contest on their ballots
instead of the one shown on the sample ballot: 
 

Representative to the Assembly, District 16 
Vote for 1 

Alciro Deacon (Republican) 
Kalan Haywood (Democratic) 

write-in 
 
These wards will not have a State Senator contest on their ballots. 
 
Wards 43, 61, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 79, 80, 81, 83, 85, 86, 87,
88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 159, 160, 161, 319, 320, 321, 322, 323, 324, 325,
326, 327, and 328 will have the following contest on their ballots instead of the one shown
on the sample ballot: 
 

Representative to the Assembly, District 17 
Vote for 1 

Charlene Abughrin (Republican) 
Supreme Moore Omokunde (Democratic) 

write-in 
 
These wards will not have a State Senator contest on their ballots. 
 
Wards 62, 84, 98, 99, 100, 101, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 157, 163, 164, 165,
189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 197, 198, 199, 200, 209, 333, and 334 will have the
following contest on their ballots instead of the one shown on the sample ballot: 
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