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Maurice (“Moe”) and Yas-
hica Spears Wince, co-
owners of Sherman Park 
Grocery, are bringing back 
the nostalgia of a corner 
grocery store to the Sherman 
Park neighborhood.  

They are not only meeting the 
needs of this community by provid-

ing fresh produce, but they are also 
building relationships, providing 
good customer service and building 
trust among neighbors.  

Currently Sherman Park Grocery 
has the distinction of being the only 
Black-owned, full scale grocery store 
in the state of Wisconsin. 

“Sherman Park Grocery grew out 
of resident listening sessions led by 
Bishop Walter Harvey, on the heels 
of civil unrest six or seven years go. 
We listened and responded to their 
concerns.”  

The neighbors have embraced us 
and the kids call me ‘Uncle Moe,’ It’s 
been great. Last July 29 we cele-
brated one year in this location,” said 
Maurice. 

According to Maurice, the Sher-
man Park neighborhood has more 
than 40,000 residents.  

The first week that the Sherman 
Park Grocery opened, even before 
the store was Quest-card certified, 
ten percent of residents came through 
its doors.  

Understanding the challenges of 

Sherman Park residents is not new to 
the Winces.  

Both Yashica and Maurice came 
from large families. They are both 
products of Milwaukee Public 
Schools and both grew up with food 

and home insecurities.  
In spite of these challenges, they 

both attended college and are suc-
cessful entrepreneurs. In fact, Yas-
hica has a Master’s of Science in 
Management from Cardinal Stritch 
and a certificate in Human Re-
sources.  

She works full-time with Milwau-

kee Public Schools in the Human Re-
lations department.  

On most days, she joins Maurice at
the grocery store after work. Both
Maurice and Yashica also have years
of experience in the retail spaces. 

“No matter your upbringing, you
can overcome any obstacle if you put
in the work to be where you want to
be in life. Remember, nothing comes
easy.  

Although it is challenging some-
times for us as grocery store owners,
it is also rewarding to be in a position

Sherman Park Grocery Store: Neighborhood 
Grocery Store Serves Up More Than Food! 

By Kathy Gaillard 

(continued on page 2)

Maurice and  
Yashica Wince

A Salute to Our Veterans on the Fourth of July! 
 God Bless America 

In a couple of weeks we will come together for a Family Reunion. 
Among updates and reflections on those who have gone on before us , 
there will be family history sharing-time for younger members. This 
year, we will highlight our servicemen and our family tradition of serv-
ice.  

In my grandparents home, the Pledge of Allegiance was as evident as 
the picture of Dr Martin Luther King,Jr. and the photo of Jesus at the 
Last Supper.  

So when I hear divisive rancor and negativity I remember who we are 
and how it demonstrates itself in the work we do.  

We, like conscientious citizens, remember the struggles and the 
achievements, the dreams deferred and those still being realized.  And 

we salute family members who for four generations have served honor-
ably our country, our families, our communities and our churches. 

On July Fourth, 2024 we salute each member and proudly say “ 
Thank you for your service. ”  And, “God Bless America.”   We extend 
the same to each of you and your families. Be safe. Enjoy your family 
and the opportunities to pass on important family traditions and yes, 
God Bless America."—Patricia O’Flynn Pattillo, MCJ Publisher

During my time in the service, I was pushed to great lengths to protect 
my country. To say it was easy, I would never. But it showed me how 
strong I am and whatever I set my mind to, can be achieved. America is 
not just my home, but home to my children and their children. So when it 
was time for me to protect it, I had no doubts because I want my family 
to live long, happy and safe lives. When I traveled to other countries, I 
would see pain, poverty and destruction. That made me realize that 
America is a beautiful place and that we are awarded more freedoms 
and rights than most. Serving in the military was a journey I will never 
take for granted, HOOAH! —Robin Brown (shown above), U.S. Army

Proud Dad and Uncle stand with Serviceman James 
Matthews as he returns from World War II. (All photos 
supplied by MCJ Publisher Patricia O’Flynn Pattillo.)

Country and the safety of our families and our shores has 
been passed down since 1939, with my uncle who was in 
World War II.  This commitment to  seek the best for our coun-
try and to give our best to it, has  continued for four genera-
tions and unquestionably for generations to come.—Wayne 
family: Damon, Brandon, Roderick, U.S. Navy and Army 

Chris Miskel, CEO of Versiti, Blood 
Center of Wisconsin threw out the Cer-
emonial Pitch (pictured above left) be-
fore a recent game between the 
Milwaukee Brewers and arch rival Chi-
cago Cubs. (Above) Chris Miskel with 
Associate Brewers Manager Rickie 
Weeks. (At left): Miskel takes the ball 
from Brewers First Base Coach Quintin 
Berry after Miskel’s ceremonial pitch. 
—Photos by Yvonne Kemp 

Versiti CEO throws 
out ceremonial  
‘first pitch before  
Brewers game.

FELLOWSHIP 
OPEN TO 

CELEBRATE 
WITH  

BREWERS 
AND BUCKS 
CITY-WIDE! 

The Fellowship Open, one of the nation’s premiere corporate and com-
munity charity golf events for 24 consecutive years, announced its 2024 Leg-
ends Honorees, Milwaukee Brewers Associate Manager Rickie Weeks, and 
Milwaukee Bucks Assistant Coach Vin Baker. Coach Weeks was honored dur-
ing the Brewers homestand at American Family Field recently. Former Brewer 
Rickie Weeks, who starred for the Brewers from 2003-2014. He now works 
with Brewers manager Pat Murphy and the Brewers in a leadership role which 
owner Mark Attanasio calls, “exactly what we were looking for- a history of 
leadership by example! “It really is a dream come true,” said Weeks, a South-
ern University legend and HBCU Baseball Player of the Year in 1996. “Basi-
cally, I was raised on the baseball field and now, being able to be back here, I 
get emotional, I genuinely want to help, on and off the field, and coming back 
to the city where I basically grew up, means a lot to me.” 

The Fellowship Open Golf Tournament is August 23rd at the Kettle Hills Golf 
Course in Richfield, Wisconsin.—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

John Daniels III, Executive Director 
MKE-Fellows being interviewed 

John Daniels Jr., Founder, Billy Young, Director of Fellowship Open, Michael Hyler, Engagement Specialist, MKE-
Fellows, James Ejiwale, MKE-Fellow, John Daniels III, Executive Director, MKE-Fellows, Rickie Weeks, Milwaukee 
Brewers Associate Manager. 

John Daniels Jr. & John Daniels III, 

“Sherman Park Grocery grew 
out of resident listening ses-
sions led by Bishop Walter 
Harvey, on the heels of civil 
unrest six or seven years go. 
We listened and responded to 
their concerns.”  
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to help others while helping to build a strong com-
munity,” said Yashica. 

“Yashica worked in management at Walgreen’s and I 
managed pizza franchises in Menomonee Falls. Our busi-
ness acumen comes from those experiences. In addition, 
we have other real estate holdings, including a laundro-
mat on the same block as the grocery store,” Maurice 
said. 

The Wince’s credit the spiritual guidance of Dr. Marcus 
L. Arrington, Senior Pastor of Embassy Center MKE 
(formerly Parklawn Assembly of God Church)  and 
Bishop Walter Harvey with their community-minded 
focus. 

“Bishop Harvey and Dr. Arrington have taught me that 
our business is rooted spiritual principles. The advance-
ment and transformation of God’s kingdom is directly 
connected to the transformation of residents.  

“I see and experience the attitude change among res-
idents. For example, one resident who frequents the store 
called me and she was livid.  

“I was ready to resolve any customer complaint she 
had; instead, she asked me if her ‘babies’ could come stay 
at the store until she got off work. She drives a school 
bus and had to work late.  

“Her kids were sitting on the porch and she trusted me 
enough to care for her most precious valuables. And, of 

course, I agreed. Her request let me know that I’m re-
garded as part of the community. I was humbled that she 
knew she could call on me and I was there to help,” said 
Maurice. 

The Wince’s are also elated that they are addressing 
some of the health disparities prevalent in the community 
they serve. 

“Diabetes and hypertension are just some of the health 
concerns in our community.  

“Providing fresh vegetables and fruits helps address 
those issues. We were taught that you only have one tem-
ple and you have to take care of it. Eating healthy and ex-
ercising helps you to that,” Yashica said.  

The Winces also are staunch believers that dollars 
should be recycled within the community and that build-
ing generational wealth should include multiple income 
streams. And they practice what they preach.  

For example, Upstart Kitchen, a product of Sherman 
Park’s Prism Economic Development Corporation, has 
nine businesses which sell their products in Sherman Park 
Grocery.  

In turn, those businesses buy their eggs, flour, sugar 
and other necessities from the grocery store and they 
wash their uniforms at the laundromat owned by the 
Winces, which is next door to the grocery store.  

“We must grow and grow together. This does not work 
unless we grow together,” Maurice said.  

Sherman Park 
Grocery Store

Photo courtesy of U
rban M

ilw
aukee via G

oogle

(continued from front page)

People hold anti-Trump signs in 
front of the U.S. Supreme Court 
on July 1, 2024, in Washington, 
D.C. Donald Trump on Monday 
hailed a "big win" for democracy 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that presidents have pre-
sumptive immunity for official 
acts — a decision set to delay his 
trial for conspiring to overturn his 
2020 election loss. (Photo by 
DREW ANGERER/AFP via Getty 
Images)

‘I’m scared as $&!%’: Justice 
Jackson, Black leaders explain 
why Supreme Court granting 
Trump immunity is dangerous!

Elected officials and advo-
cates are decrying the Su-
preme Court’s Monday ruling 
granting former President 
Donald Trump some level of 
immunity for undetermined 
“official acts” in his federal 
criminal case for his role in 
trying to overturn the 2020 
election and the subsequent 
Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection ex-
ecuted by a mob of his sup-
porters at the U.S. Capitol. 

Hours after the conservative 
majority ruled that, as pres-
ident, Trump could be subject 
to certain immunity privileges 
in a case where he faces four 
criminal indictments, NAACP 
President Derrick Johnson 
told theGrio that America is 
in a “crisis.” The civil rights 
leader argued that the ruling 

has made America “some-
thing less than a democracy,” 
or at worst, a “dictatorship.” 

“That is a danger, not only 
to the African-American com-
munity – it is a danger to this 
society as a whole,” said 
Johnson. 

The Biden-Harris campaign 

“That is a danger, not 
only to the African-Amer-
ican community – it is a 
danger to this society as 
a whole,” NAACP Pres-
ident Derrick Johnson 
told theGrio.
By Gerren Keith Gaynor, 
courtesy of thegrio.com

(continued on page 5)

NAACP President Der-
rick Johnson said 
the combination of 
the high court’s ac-

tions and Trump’s 
statements presents an “existen-
tial crisis” for the country.
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AND OUTSIDE OF YOUR COMMUNITY!
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Tickets are now on sale 
for  the Harry and Peg 
Bradley’s backyard barbe-
cue.  

The event is the 12 an-
nual to benefit the Lynden 
Sculpture Garden’s educa-
tion programs.  

The barbecue will be held 
August 22nd from 5 to 8 
p.m.  

Those interested in at-
tending can purchase sin-
gle tickets (to be seated at 
the communal table), or 
purchase a family pass or 
a table for 4 or 8 to be 
seated with your own 
group.  

VIP tables are also avail-
able. 

The Lyden Sculpture 
Garden is located at 2145 
W. Brown Deer Rd.  

Reserve tickets online or 
by phone at 414-446-8794.

Lynden Sculpture 
Garden to hold 
12th anual Harry 
and Peg Bradley’s 
backyard barbecue

Five time Grammy winner and one of the most notable hip hop, 
R&B, and fashion/style icons of all time, Ms. Lauryn Hill will perform 
at Milwaukee’s American Family Insurance Amphitheater on the Sum-
merfest grounds Friday, August 30. Hill’s Milwaukee stop is part of The 
Miseducation Anniversary Tour in honor of the landmark allbum that 
was recently named the best album of all time by Apple Music.  

Tickets can be purchased Friday, June 28 at 10 a.m. at Ticket-
master.com or in person at the American Family Insurance Amphithe-
ater box office. Citi is the official card of the tour’s U.S. dates. Citi 
cardmembers will have access to presale tickets beginning Tuesday, 
June 25 at 10 a.m. through the Citi Entertainment program. For com-
plete presale details visit www.citientertainment.com.

Lauryn Hill to bring her ‘Miseducation 
Anniversary Tour’ to American Family 
Insurance Amphitheater August 30!

2024 HARLEY-DAVIDSON  
HOMECOMING FESTIVAL  
KICKS OFF IN 100 DAYS

The countdown has started. In just 100 days, Milwaukee will host 
the music and mototainment event of the season when the annual 
Harley-Davidson Homecoming™ Festival kicks off its four-day run. 
A complete schedule of free and ticketed family-friendly events and 
musical performances planned for July 25-28 at venues across the 
Milwaukee area is posted and advance Veterans Park tickets are on 
sale at HDHomecoming.com. The big weekend revs up at 4:30 p.m. 
on July 25 with opening ceremonies at Davidson Park, the new out-
door community hub created by the Harley-Davidson Foundation at 
Harley-Davidson Headquarters on Juneau Avenue in Milwaukee. 
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County Executive 

David Crowley is an-
nouncing that 15 organi-
zations have been 
selected to receive grants 
as part of the “Better 
Ways To Cope” initiative 
that is administered by 
Milwaukee County De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) 
Behavioral Health Serv-
ices (BHS). 

Better Ways To Cope is re-
granting Opioid Settlement 
Fund dollars to nonprofit and 
for-profit organizations to de-
velop prevention, harm reduc-
tion, treatment, and recovery 
initiatives that focus on in-
creasing access to information 
and resources to reduce opioid-
related overdose deaths, pre-
venting substance misuse 
disorder, and increasing 
healthy coping choices.  

The newly funded projects 
will kick-off July 11, 2024. 

“Milwaukee County is com-
mitted to ensuring opioid set-
tlement funds are being used in 
the most effective way pos-
sible to foster collaboration 
and innovation in addressing 
the overdose crisis and sub-
stance use disorder facing our 
community.  

By funding transformative 
substance use prevention, 
harm reduction, treatment, and 
recovery projects, we are 
working to change the lives of 
individuals affected by opioid 
addiction,” said Milwaukee 

County Executive David 
Crowley.  

“Our goal is to increase ac-
cess to life-saving resources 
and programs to reduce the 
likelihood of overdose-related 
fatalities in our community.” 

Below are the organizations 
receiving grant funds.  

Prevention – Five  
awards for $200,000 each:  
Changing Hands  
Mentoring, Inc. 
Community Advocates 
Hmong American  

Friendship Association 
Mental  
Health America/Community  
Mental Health & Wellness  
Alliance 
Safe and Sound 
Harm Reduction— 
Four awards for  
$200,000 each:  
Benedict Center 
City of Cudahy  
Health Department 
Samad’s House 
Vivent Health 
Treatment – Two awards  
for $200,000 each:  
Outreach Community  
Health Centers 
Serenity Inns 
Recovery – Four awards  

for $150,000 each:  
Inpower Solutions LLC 
Great Lakes Dry Hootch 
Manna Behavioral Services 
Milwaukee Turners, Inc. 
Since its inception in 2021, 

Better Ways To Cope has been 
instrumental in regranting sub-
stance abuse prevention funds 
to community-based programs. 

Leveraging this successful 
track record, Milwaukee 
County DHHS BHS is poised 
to further its impact by direct-
ing resources toward transfor-

mative initiatives aimed at 
tackling challenges related to 
the opioid epidemic. 

“We are very excited for this 
next cohort of Better Ways To 
Cope projects, said Jennifer 
Wittwer, Director, BHS Com-
munity Access to Recovery 
Services.   

“The organizations selected 
submitted exceptional projects 
that leverage existing partner-
ships as well as new ap-
proaches to reach people in our 
community from a prevention 
standpoint, for those who are 
currently struggling with add-
iction, and individuals on the 
road to recovery.”  

Milwaukee  
County Executive  
David Crowley  
Announces 15  
Grant Recipients for  
‘Better Ways to Cope’ Projects

“Funded with opioid  
settlement dollars,  
projects focus on  
prevention, harm  
reduction, treatment  
and recovery!”

MKE Cnty  
Exec Crowley

Earlier this week, the City of Milwaukee launched it’s anti-speeding 
campaign, ‘Speeding - We Can Live Without It!’  

Throughout the one hundred most dangerous days of driving this 
summer, the campaign aims to reduce the speeds of people driving by 
sharing stories of residents who have suffered the consequences of speed-
ing. 

During a news conference at Atkinson Library, 1960 W. Atkinson Ave.,  
several city officials spoke on the importance of the community-focused 
campaign. Residents who spoke shared how speeding has impacted their 
lives. 

“With summer upon us, the City of Milwaukee, Department of Public 
Works, community partners, and those who have been impacted by speed-
related crashes are all committed to addressing this problem to improve 
the quality of life for our residents and save lives,” said Milwaukee Mayor 
Cavalier Johnson during the news conference. 

Milwaukee is facing a crisis of speeding and reckless driving in recent 
years, and fatalities caused by car crashes have sky-
rocketed, from a low of 32 in 2013 to 80 in 2023. 
The campaign will focus on the High Injury Net-
work, the 10 percent of streets that have 58 percent 
of the crashes that kill or severely injure people 
(Source: MKECrashAnalysisReport2022.pdf (mil-
waukee.gov)). 

Reducing death and injury by slowing speeds on 
these streets is critical to making progress towards 
Vision Zero. In collaboration with the campaign, 
MPD Traffic Safety Unit is conducting speed en-
forcement operations on the High Injury Network 
and throughout the city. 

“Saving lives is as easy as driving the speed 
limit, not being distracted, and yielding to pedes-
trians, said Jessica Wineberg, Milwaukee’s Vision 
Zero Policy Director. 

“Each of us can drive slower and help ensure that 
our friends, our parents, and our kids, are able to 
travel without fear or injury throughout Milwaukee. 
We deserve streets with zero traffic deaths.”  

The ‘Speeding- We Can Live Without It’ cam-
paign encourages the people of Milwaukee to: 

• Slow down and drive the speed limit. 
• Report reckless driving and speeding by phone 

at 414-935-3925 or online using the Traffic Safety 
Unit form 

• Share stories about how speeding has impacted 
them and their loved ones via the campaign story 
wall 

Visit the campaign website for resources to share 

this message. 
Speeding has real human costs and has hurt too many people in Milwau-

kee, but it’s consequences can be prevented by slowing down.  
The campaign amplifies the voices of two residents that have been di-

rectly impacted by speeding: Mariah Johnson and Alecia Alstaetter.  Mari-
ahs’s brother Jerrold Wellinger was killed by someone speeding in 2021. 
Alecia was hit and injured by a speeding driver in 2023. Neither want to 
see anyone else go through the loss and pain they have experienced. 

“My brother was in the median when two cars were racing. His car just 
shattered into pieces. He was only 22. He had so much to live for,” said 
Johnson.  

“Every day, every time you’re on the road, your speed matters. You 
have the power to make the streets safer for all of us.” 

The City is partnering with community organizations like Friends of 
Lincoln Park, Martin Drive Neighborhood Association, Rooted & Rising, 
Villard Avenue BID and Westown Association, along with Milwaukee 
County to decrease speeding this summer and beyond. 

“The City and MPD have been focused on engineering and enforcement 
to address speeding and this campaign is adding education to the mix,” 
said DPW Commissioner Jerrel Kruschke.  

“In the ongoing effort for Vision Zero, we need to continue to layer 
strategies, so that they reinforce each other and maximize impact.” 

Dozens of billboards and building posters, along with bus ads, social 
media, and news stories, will raise awareness of the issue of speeding and 
educate the community on their ability to make change. In alignment with 
the High Injury Network, the campaign will focus on areas that have the 
most serious and deadly crashes. 

Organizations that are interested in making a difference and joining the 
campaign can visit engage.milwaukee.gov/SlowDownMKE for more in-
formation.

Reader says speeding 
campaign means  
nothing without law 
enforcements  
involvement 

Dear City Leadership 
Team: 

I beg you alls pardon but 
this speeding campaign 
means nothing without 
MPD enforcement and 
consequences for violators.  

I can tell you that there is 
hardly any police presence 
on Appleton, Fon du lac, Capi-
tol Drive Mill Road and 
Silver spring. Have you tried 
to keep to the speed limit without being tail-
gated and literally ran off the road? It’s so bad 
that even out towners are violating and speed-
ing…cars without license plates and tags 
have grown on our streets so how can MPD 
enforce your efforts. There are more MPD 
cars parked on streets around the 3rd, 4th, 
7th and 5th district stations including around 
47th & Vliet Streets.  

People don’t care regardless of age, neigh-
borhood, race or culture. You can blow your 
horn or flash your lights but you put yourself in 
danger of road rage since this post Covid driv-

ing environment has become a norm. 
Why doesn’t MPD ticket and tow? How 

come we don’t see officers on motorcycles all 
over the city? There should be a flurry of 
tickets given. 

I can bet you that during the RNC folks 
won’t be allowed downtown in the re-

stricted zone with this behavior.  
Unless there is special enforce-
ment, especially this summer, it’s 
gonna get wilder.  

It’s also happening on the free-
ways with folks traveling in dis-
tress lanes and speeding.  You 
must make sure that con-

sequences and accountability ac-
company this speeding campaign 

or else these folks are going to 
laugh at us all who try to do the right 

thing.  
It’s all on you guys because I tried to turn in 

someone but of course they had no 
plates/tags on the car. The racing around the 
city is creating danger for us all! Health and 
safety is now in danger for all city residents 
and visitors. 

Signage is good but not enough to make 
people change their behavior especially if they 
don’t care or give a damn.  

Thank you for your time. 
Regards  
Tyrone P Dumas 

City launches new campaign, 
‘Speeding - We Can Live Without It!’  

Tyrone Dumas

Looking for a job? 
The Milwaukee Post 
Office is hosting a 
Career Fair! 

The Milwaukee Post Office will host a Career Fair on Wed-
nesday, July 10th, 10:00am-2:00pm to fill immediate openings 
in the Milwaukee area. The career fair will be held at the 
downtown post office location, 345 W St Paul Ave. 

USPS personnel will be on site to provide detailed infor-
mation about the positions and answer questions. Applications 
are accepted online only at www.usps.com/careers.  

Onsite computer access will be available for applicants. Ap-
plicants must be available to work weekends and holidays and 
have an acceptable driving 
record.  

See the job posting for full 
details for duties, responsibil-
ities, requirements, and bene-
fits information.  

Job postings are updated 
frequently, so check back 
often for a 

The Postal Service is look-
ing for committed and moti-
vated individuals to join us in 
our mission of service to the local community and the nation.  

The Postal Service offers competitive wages, benefits, and 
career advancement opportunities.  

As part of our innovative and bold 10-year plan, Delivering 
for America, the Postal Service is focused on building a more 
stable and empowered workforce.   

Our employees are our greatest asset and we are investing in 
our new employees by providing robust training and on-the-
job support. 

 The United States Postal Service is an equal opportunity 
employer offering a fast-paced, rewarding work environment 
with competitive compensation packages, on-the-job training, 
and opportunities for advancement.

City Carrier 
$22.13/Pre Hr 
City Carrier Assis-
tant (CCA) $19.33/ 
Per Hour 
Rural Carrier Associ-
ate (RCA) $20.38/Per 
Hour Automotive 
Tech $62,681  
Annually
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quickly reacted to the ruling, 
including holding a press call 
with one of the campaign’s 
top Black senior officials, 
Principal Deputy Campaign 
Manager Quentin Fulks. He 
was joined by U.S. Rep. Jas-
mine Crockett, D-Texas, U.S. 
Rep. Dan Goldman, D-N.Y., 
and former U.S. Capitol Po-
lice Officer Harry Dunn. 

“I’m scared as s–t,” Fulks 
told reporters on Monday. “I 
think Americans are scared 
and should be scared of what 
Donald Trump will do.” 

As liberal Justice Ketanji 
Brown Jackson noted in her 
dissent to Monday’s ruling: 
“…a hypothetical President 
who admits to having ordered 
the assassinations of his polit-
ical rivals or critics … or one 
who indisputably instigates an 
unsuccessful coup … has a 
fair shot at getting immunity 
under the majority’s [rul-
ing]…” 

Fellow liberal Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, in her own dis-
sent, said the conservative 
majority’s ruling now ensures 
that “in every use of official 
power, the President is now a 
king above the law.” 

She, too, warned that under 
the premise of the court’s rul-
ing, a president would be hy-
pothetically immune from 
ordering the assassination of a 
political rival – more specifi-
cally, ordering the “Navy’s 
Seal Team 6” to do so. 

“When Sotomayor put that 
into her decision, she wasn’t 
just saying this. This was 
argued by [Trump’s] attor-
neys. So this is not hypotheti-
cal for me,” Congresswoman 
Crockett told reporters of So-
tomayor’s dissent during the 
Biden-Harris campaign call. 

The Texas lawmaker said 
she feels the ruling from the 
Supreme Court, as well as 
others from U.S. District 
Court Judge Aileen Cannon, 
who is presiding over 
Trump’s criminal documents 
case and accused of showing 
partisan favor to Trump, re-
flect a departure of the federal 
government’s “checks and 
balances.” 

“They seemingly are operat-
ing just in service to him, 
which is what Project 2025 
talks about,” said Crockett. 

Project 2025 is a conserva-
tive playbook that outlines 
policy actions in a potential 

second Trump administration, 
including politicizing the De-
partment of Justice.  

Similarly, on the campaign 
trail, Trump vowed to use the 
agency to send federal agents 
or troops to cities to clamp 
down on crime, including 
cities with large Black pop-
ulations like Chicago and 
New York City. 

NAACP President Johnson 
said the combination of the 
high court’s actions and 
Trump’s statements presents 
an “existential crisis” for the 
country. 

“He’s already proposing 
Project 2025, which will un-
dermine the rule of law as we 
know it, and now has been 
backed up by a Supreme 
Court who are making politi-
cal decisions that’s not wholly 
based on the Constitution,” he 
told theGrio. 

Johnson said the role of 
Black voters and all voters 
will be critical in November’s 
election to ensure Trump does 
not retain power at risk of 
what he sees as the partisan-
ship of the court’s conserva-
tive majority being 
“cemented” in the next pres-
idential term. He also pointed 

out that three new appoint-
ments to the high court could 
“potentially” be named in the 
event the older justices decide 
to retire or are unable to carry 
out their lifetime appoint-
ments.  

The court has already made 
controversial rulings this ses-
sion that stand to have impli-
cations for Black and brown 
communities, including al-
lowing the criminalization of 
homelessness and stripping 
away the executive branch’s 
ability to enforce regulations 
that could impact areas like 
civil rights, the economy, and 
environmental justice. 

“This election is whether or 
not we have a functioning de-
mocracy or something less. 
And if it’s something less, the 
African-American community 
will be under threat,” he 
argued. 

Fulks, of the Biden-Harris 
campaign, said that President 
Joe Biden will be on the cam-
paign trail “talking about the 
reasons why Americans 
should be scared of Donald 
Trump, as he has been for 
months.” He added, “This Su-
preme Court opinion today 
just amplified that.” 

Black leaders explain why Supreme Court 
granting Trump immunity is dangerous!
(continued from page 2)

Well, that was 
awkward. 

The first presidential debate of 
the 2024 campaign has just 

ended in Atlanta, and it felt like 
a disservice to the public. Donald 
Trump lied and rambled nonstop 
without correction. And Pres-
ident Joe Biden was simply not 
able to keep up with Trump’s tor-

rent of falsehoods.  
It was the first time in history 

a convicted criminal took part in 
a presidential debate, but it was 
40 minutes into the discussion 
before the subject came up.  

It was as if it were completely 
normal for a twice-impeached, 
quadruple-indicted, convicted 
felon awaiting sentencing, who 
also incited a deadly insurrection, 
to be considered a serious candi-
date for the most powerful job in 
the world.  

But the spectacle likely did 
nothing to move the needle: 
Biden’s shaky performance did 
not allay concerns about his age, 
and Trump’s nonsensical tirades 
did not allay concerns about his 
mental or moral fitness to hold 
office. 

After the first half hour, Biden 
finally had a few good moments, 
attacking Trump as a criminal, 
condemning him for “having sex 
with a porn star while your wife 
was pregnant,” and accusing him 
of having “the morals of an alley 
cat.” 

But Trump is a master at deny-
ing the truth, dodging questions, 
inflating his own record, and 
lying about other people as he 
pivoted to his favorite talking 
points.  

Asked about Black voters, 
Trump blamed immigrants for 
taking what he called “Black 
jobs.” First of all, that’s not true, 
but second: what, exactly, are 
Black jobs? 

In the same round, Biden 
missed a golden opportunity to 
sell his own record on Black is-
sues: lower Black unemploy-
ment, lower Black poverty, more 
Black businesses, more HBCU 
funding, more Black judges, less 
student loan debt, and historic 
appointments to his cabinet. 

Trump blithely walked past his 
own history of housing discrim-
ination in the 1970s, the lynch 
mob he led against the now-ex-
onerated “Central Park Five” in 
the 1980s, and the birtherism lie 

he peddled about President Ba-
rack Obama for nearly six years.  

Biden did cite a few examples 
of what he’s done for Black 
voters, but he let Trump put him 
on the defensive on an issue 
where Trump’s own record is 
abysmal.  

This is especially true in At-
lanta, the predominantly-Black 
city that Donald Trump attacked 

before and after he lost the 2020 
election, and tried to invalidate 
the votes of Black residents. 
Trump even targeted Fulton 
County election workers Ruby 
Freeman and Shaye Moss, both 
Black women. 

But there was no mention of 
that in the debate — in Atlanta. 
Trump was not forced to answer 
for his bigoted attacks on the late 
Rep. John Lewis — a civil rights 
icon — and current Fulton 
County District Attorney Fani 
Willis.  

It didn’t stop there.  

Asked about childcare, Trump 
avoided the question, rambled off 
into immigration lies, and spoke 
about how he fires people. Not 
one word about child care. And 
no one held him accountable. 

Asked about the opioid crisis, 
Trump went on and on about ir-
relevant issues and again failed 
to provide a single substantive 
idea, much less give a coherent 

answer. Asked a second time 
about the opioid crisis, Trump 
brought up Vladimir Putin re-
leasing hostages.  

Asked about a Palestinian 
state, Trump did not even pretend 
to answer the question. He just 
launched into a rant about 
NATO.   

And after all that, Trump still 
refused to say he would accept 
the election results this No-
vember.  

President Biden should have 
mopped the floor with Trump to-
night, but he did not. Then, after 

the debate, Biden showed up at a 
rally and looked like a different 
person — refreshed and ener-
gized in a way that he was not 
during the debate.  

I don’t know what just hap-
pened, but it’s going to be a long 
four months, and an even longer 
four years if things keep going in 
this direction. 

Keith Boykin is a New York 

Times–bestselling author, TV and 
film producer, and former CNN 
political commentator. A gradu-
ate of Dartmouth College and 
Harvard Law School, Keith 
served in the White House, co-
founded the National Black Jus-
tice Coalition, cohosted the BET 
talk show My Two Cents, and at 
the Institute for Research in Afri-
can-American Studies at Colum-
bia University in New York. He’s 
a Lambda Literary Award-win-
ning author and editor of seven 
books. He lives in Los Angeles. 
 

The Tragedy of  
Mainstream Media 
Coverage of The  
Presidential Debate 
By Dr. John E. Warren, Publisher 
San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper 

First, let it be said that the Black Press of America be-
lieves in our democratic process, and believes that the 
record of President Joe Biden is greater than a bad debate 
night with Donald Trump.  

Second, the bigger tragedy was the mainstream media’s 
effort to make their coverage of last Thursday’s debate a 
matter of who did the better “sound bites” and not the 
substance of the issues put before the American people 
watching the debate.  

As the Black Press of America, let it be said that we are 
appalled at the Editorial and News Broadcasts calling for 
the President to step down.  

It's the media’s job to report the news and not initiate an 
orchestrated campaign to remove the President.  

Where is the media discussion about the issues, and who 
said what about them?  

Where was the major fact checking of all the lies Trump 
told? The burden didn’t shift to Biden just because he 
chose not to respond to the issues the media had decided 
he should have addressed. 

It was not the job of the media to take the issue of the 
President’s age or push the issue of whether or not he 
should withdraw from the November 2024 election. But 
time and time again, on Fox News and Face The Nation, as 
well as the Editorial positions of the New York Times and 
Atlanta Constitution, just to name a few, there was the 
pushing of the idea that the President was too old and 
should step down.  

Then there was the generating of polling questions to 
support the withdrawal of the President, which was not the 
job of the media.  

Once again, it is the Black Press that emerges as the true 
“Trusted Messenger” not manipulating the news for rat-
ings. “We the People” must not allow our silence to give 
consent to such media coverage.

OPINION

In First Debate, Trump 
Overwhelms Biden With 
Bluster and Lies 

By Keith Boykin, Word In Black-via The Atlanta Voice
“Black Vote, Black Power,” a collaboration between Keith Boykin and 

Word In Black, examines the issues, the candidates, and what’s at stake for 
Black America in the 2024 presidential election.

President Joe Biden and Trump on the stage of last week’s CNN Pres-
idential debate. (Photo courtesy the Atlanta Voice)

“After the first half hour, Biden finally had a few 
good moments, attacking Trump as a criminal, 
condemning him for ‘having sex with a porn star 
while your wife was pregnant,’ and accusing him 
of having ‘the morals of an alley cat.’ But Trump is 
a master at denying the truth, dodging questions, 
inflating his own record, and lying about other 
people as he pivoted to his favorite talking 
points.”
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L E G A L S / C L A S S I F I E D SL E G A L S / C L A S S I F I E D S
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY 

(SMALL CLAIMS)  
PUBLICATION SUMMONS 

AND NOTICE 
Case No. 24SC14039 

Plaintiff(s) AUTOMAX FINANCIAL LLC, 
W133 N8569 EXECUTIVE WAY ME-
NOMONEE FALLS WI 53051 vs DO-
RELLE MICHELLE CANNON 2516 N 
49th STREET MILWAUKEE WI 53210 
Publication Summons and Notice of Filing 
TO THE PERSON(S) NAMED ABOVE 
AS DEFENDANT(S) 
You are being sued by the person(s) as 
named above Plaintiff(s). A copy of the 
claim has been sent to you at your address 
as stated in the caption above. 
The lawsuit will be heard in the following 
Small Claims court: Milwaukee County 
Courthouse Telephone Number of Clerk of 
Court: 414-278-5362 Courtroom/ Room 
Number 400 Address: 901 N 9TH Street 
City: 53233 Milwaukee State WI Zip 53233 
on the following date and time: Date: AU-
GUST 8, 2024,Time: 8:30 A.M 
If you do not attend the hearing, the court 
may enter a judgment against you in favor 
of the person(s) suing you. A copy of the 
claim has been sent to you at your address 
as stated in the caption above. A judgement 
may be enforced as provided by law. A 
judgement awarding money may become a 
lien against any real estate (property) you 
own now or in the future and may also be 
enforced by garnishment of seizure of prop-
erty. 
  
You may have the option to Answer without 
appearing in court on the court date by fil-
ing a written Answer with the clerk of court 
before the court date. You must send a copy 
of your Answer to the Plaintiff(s) named 
above at their address. You may contact the 
clerk of court at the telephone number 
above to determine if there are other 
methods to answer a Small Claims com-
plaint in that county. 
Date: 6/13/2024 
Plaintiff/Attorney 
AMY M BENTLEY 
Attorney’s State Bar Number 
1025449 
SALBERG TUFFNELL, S, C 
933 N MAYFAIR ROAD SUITE 325B 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53226 
262-353-9556 
406/6-19-26/7-3-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2024CV004354 
In the matter of the name change of: 
MARIA CRISTINA DOGARU 
By (Petitioner) MARIA CRISTINA DOG-
ARU  
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: MARIA CRISTINA DOGARU to: 
MIHAIL NADIR DOGARU  
Birth Certificate: MARIA CRISTINA 
DOGARU  
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. BRITTANY GRAY-
SON ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE JULY 11, 2024, TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 5-31-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. BRITTANY GRAYSON 
Circuit Court Judge 
408/6-19-26/7-3-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2024CV004864 
In the matter of the name change of: IMAN 
JANICE NICHOLE FIELDS 
By (Co-Petitioner) IMAN JANICE NICH-
OLE FIELDS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: IMAN JANICE NICHOLE FIELDS 
to: IMAN JANICE NICHOLE MORRIS 
Birth Certificate: IMAN JANICE NICH-
OLE MORRIS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDOLYN 
CONNOLLY RM 415 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE JULY 24, 2024, TIME 9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 6-20-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CONNOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
411/6-21-28/7-5-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV005033 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ANGELO ANTONIO ARENAS 
By (Petitioner)  KAYTE MARIE MCCAR-
THY 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: ANGELO ANTONIO ARENAS to: 
ANGELO MATTHEW MCCARTHY 
Birth Certificate: ANGELO ANTONIO 
ARENAS 
 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDOLYN 
CONNOLLY RM 415 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE AUGUST 15, 2024, TIME 9:30 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 6-24-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CONNOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
421/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV005030 
In the matter of the name change of: JO-
SUPH ANTHONY ARENAS 
By (Petitioner)  KAYTE MARIE MCCAR-
THY 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: JOSUPH ANTHONY ARENAS to: 
JOSUPH JAMES MCCARTHY 
Birth Certificate: JOSUPH ANTHONY 
ARENAS 
 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDOLYN 
CONNOLLY RM 415 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE AUGUST 15, 2024, TIME 9:00 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 6-24-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CONNOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
422/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV004952 
In the matter of the name change of: 
CATHERINE VIVIAN GODLEY 
By (Petitioner) CATHERINE VIVIAN 
GODLEY 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: CATHERINE VIVIAN GODLEY to: 
EVAN JOSHUA GODLEY 
Birth Certificate: CATHERINE VIVIAN 
GODLEY 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YAMA-
HIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE AU-
GUST 9, 2024, TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 5-26-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN Y YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
428/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV4866 
In the matter of the name change of: 
COLTEN THOMAS STEELE 
By (Petitioner) JUNELLA ROSE OVER-
STREET 
By (Co-Petitioner) MICHAEL THOMAS 
STEELE 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: COLTEN THOMAS STEELE to: 
COLTEN THOMAS OVERSTREET 
Birth Certificate: COLTEN THOMAS 
STEELE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 

Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG BR 
47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 53233 DATE JULY 26, 2024, 
TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 5-21-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
427/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV004985 
In the matter of the name change of: 
MASON DIEGO ALVAREZ 
By (Petitioner) KAYTE MARIE MCCAR-
THY 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: MASON DIEGO ALVAREZ to: 
MASON MICHAEL MCCARTHY 
Birth Certificate: MASON DIEGO ALVA-
REZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG BR 
47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 53233 DATE JULY 26, 2024, 
TIME 9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 6-21-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
426/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV4615 
In the matter of the name change of: SHER-
ARD PATRICK VARNADO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: SHERARD PATRICK VARNADO 
to: SHERARD VARNADO 
Birth Certificate: SHERARD PATRICK 
VARNADO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J HAN-
RAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE JULY 25, 2024, TIME 10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 6-10-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
430/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2024CV004786 
In the matter of the name change of: 
SHAYLA DANIELLE RUBBANI 
By (Petitioner) SHAYLA DANIELLE 
RUBBANI 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: SHAYLA DANIELLE RUBBANI 
to: SHAE RISING 
Birth Certificate: SHAYLA DANIELLE 
JOHNSON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. BRITTANY GRAY-
SON ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE JULY 31, 2024, TIME 9:45 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 6-17-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. BRITTANY GRAYSON 
Circuit Court Judge 
424/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

              STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV004612 
In the matter of the name change of: KA-
MARION LASHAWN THARP 
By (Petitioner) KAMARION LASHAWN 
THARP 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
FROM: KAMARION LASHAWN THARP 
TO: KAMARION LASHAWN JAREY 
JAMES 
Birth Certificate: KAMARION LA-
SHAWN THARP 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 53233  
DATE: JULY 31, 2024, TIME 10:30 A.M.  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated:  6-21-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
Circuit Court Judge 
425/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV004317 
In the matter of the name change of: TIF-
FANY SHUNTE COMBS 
By (Petitioner) TIFFANY SHUNTE 
COMBS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: TIFFANY SHUNTE COMBS to: 
TIFFANY DUNCAN 
Birth Certificate: TIFFANY DUNCAN 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J MCA-
DAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE AU-
GUST 7, 2024, TIME 2:45 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 5-30-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
423/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

              STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV004761 
In the matter of the name change of: KA-
TANA NAIES XIONG 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
FROM: KATANA NAIES XIONG TO: 
KATANA SVAB NAJ IMPISI 
Birth Certificate: KATANA NAIES XIONG 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 53233  
DATE: AUGUST 1, 2024, TIME 2:00 P.M.  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated:  6-21-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
Circuit Court Judge 
431/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV005033 
In the matter of the name change of: ELI-
ANA BENITA ALVAREZ 
By (Petitioner)  KAYTE MARIE MCCAR-
THY 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: ELIANA BENITA ALVAREZ to: 
ELIANA MARIE MCCARTHY 
Birth Certificate: ELIANA BENITA ALVA-
REZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDOLYN 
CONNOLLY RM 415 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE AUGUST 15, 2024, TIME 9:30 
A.M. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 6-24-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CONNOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
421/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV5008 
In the matter of the name change of: ELISE 
SUSANN HAYDEN 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: ELISE SUSANN HAYDEN to: 
ELISE SUSANN RIVERA CARVAN 
Birth Certificate: ELISE SUSANN 
HAYDEN 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YAMA-
HIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE JULY 
24, 2024, TIME 1:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 6-21-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN Y YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
429/6-26/7-3-10-2024 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT 

SMALL CLAIMS  
CLAIM FOR MONEY 31001 

Case No. 24SC016195 
PLAINTIFF(S) FERNARDO CER-
VANTES 2509 W Scott Milwaukee WI 
53204 
 vs  
DEFENDANT/S: MIDWEST BOOK-
KEEPING & TAX SOLUTIONS c/o PRIS-
CILLA PRADO 711 W Layton Ave. Ste B 
Milwaukee WI 53221 
 
This form does not replace the need for an 
interpreter any collogues mandated by law, 
or the responsibility of court and counsel to 
ensure that persons with limited English 
proficiency fully comprehend their rights 
and obligations. This form must be com-
pleted in the English language. 
 
If you require reasonable accommodations 
due to a disability to participate in the court 
process, please call 414-278-5712 prior to 
the scheduled court date. Please note that 
the court does not provide transportation.  
Claim for money ($10,000 or less) 31001 
 
TO THE DEFENDANT(S): 
You are being sued as described below. If 
you wish to dispute this matter: 
You must appear at the time and place 
stated. 
If you do not appear or answer, the plain-
tiff(s) may win this case and a judgment en-
tered for what the plaintiff is asking. 
 
When to Appear /File an Answer 
Date: AUGUST 12, 2024,                Time: 
8:30 A.M. 
Place to Appear/File and Answer: Milwau-
kee County Courthouse 901 N 9th Street, 
Room 400 Milwaukee, WI 53233 
Clerk/Attorney Signature:                                   
Plaintiff’s Demand:  The plaintiff states the 
following claim against the defendant(s): 

1. Plaintiff demands 
judgment for: Claim for CLAIM FOR 
MONEY: $2000.00 
                 
Brief statement of dates and facts: The 
parties entered a contract regarding creating 
a domain, email service and call assistance. 
The contract was incomplete, and the work 
was not satisfactory. I am requesting the re-
turn of my deposit. The fees within the con-
tract were not presented to me in Spanish 
and I was unaware that I was being charged 
for certain actions. 
 
I am the plaintiff: 
Dated: 6-5-2024 
BY THE PLAINTIFF:  
FERNARDO CERVANTES 
451/7-3-2024 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT 

SMALL CLAIMS  
CLAIM FOR MONEY 31001 

Case No. 24SC008234 
PLAINTIFF(S) CHARLOTTE BEARD 
P.O. BOX 72105 MILWAUKEE WI 53212 
 Vs   
DEFENDANT/S: HILDA E BROWN 6285 
N DENMARK ST #101 MILWAUKEE WI 
53225 
 
This form does not replace the need for an 
interpreter any collogues mandated by law, 
or the responsibility of court and counsel to 
ensure that persons with limited English 
proficiency fully comprehend their rights 
and obligations. This form must be com-
pleted in the English language. 
 
If you require reasonable accommodations 
due to a disability to participate in the court 
process, please call 414-985-5757 prior to 
the scheduled court date. Please note that 
the court does not provide transportation.  

Claim for money ($10,000 or less) 31001. 
 
TO THE DEFENDANT(S): 
You are being sued as described below. If 
you wish to dispute this matter: 
You must appear at the time and place 
stated. 
If you do not appear or answer, the plain-
tiff(s) may win this case and a judgment en-
tered for what the plaintiff is asking. 
 
When to Appear /File an Answer 
Date: JULY 11, 2024,                Time: 9:30 
A.M. 
Place to Appear/File and Answer: Milwau-
kee County Courthouse 901 N 9th Street, 
Room 400 Milwaukee, WI 53233 
 
Clerk/Attorney Signature:                              
I am the plaintiff: 
Dated: 7-1-2024 
BY THE PLAINTIFF:  
CHARLOTTE BEARD 
450/7-3-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV005276 
In the matter of the name change of: ERIN 
MARY MERRIGAN 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: ERIN MARY MERRIGAN to: 
MAZE MARY-NIAMH MERRIGAN 
Birth Certificate: ERIN MARY MERRI-
GAN 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG BR 
47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 53233 DATE AUGUST 16, 
2024, TIME 9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 6-2-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
453/7-3-10-17-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV005264 
In the matter of the name change of: MAR-
K’ANTHONY DWAYNE GRANT 
By (Petitioner) ASHYANNA YOUNG 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: MARK’ANTHONY DWAYNE 
GRANT to: MARK’ANTHONY 
DWAYNE YOUNG 
Birth Certificate: MARK’ANTHONY 
DWAYNE GRANT 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of Wis-
consin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. J.D.WATTS ROOM 
414 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 53233 DATE AUGUST 5, 
2024, TIME 3:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three (3) 
weeks in a row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Milwaukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 7-2-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. J.D.WATTS 
Circuit Court Judge 
452/7-3-10-17-2024 
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Thirty-six percent said they 
monitor their children's online 
habits daily. 

Most parents surveyed be-
lieve it is acceptable for chil-
dren to start using social 
media at age 13 or older.  

In an era when digital con-
nectivity has become a staple 
of everyday life, social 
media's increasing threat to 
children has prompted urgent 
action.  

The Surgeon General re-
cently called on Congress to 
mandate labeling on social 
media apps, akin to the warn-
ings on cigarettes and alcohol, 
to address these concerns.  

This heightened awareness 
has spurred parents to take 

more active roles in monitor-
ing their children's online ac-
tivities. 

A recent survey conducted 
by HostingAdvice involving 
3,000 parents sheds light on 
the extent of parental controls 
on the websites and apps their 
children access.  

The findings reveal a spec-
trum of practices and con-
cerns, reflecting the diverse 
approaches parents take to 
safeguard their children's on-
line experiences. 

Parental Monitoring  
Practices 

According to the survey, 
half of Wisconsin parents 
(50%) actively control the 
websites and social media 

sites their children visit (ho-
wever, this is lower when 
compared to the national 
average of 52%).  

Among these, 36% said 
they monitor their children's 
online habits daily, showcas-
ing a high level of vigilance.  

The methods parents use to 
monitor or control their chil-
dren's internet usage vary, 
with some parents employing 
multiple methods: 

Regularly checking 
browser history: Thirty-three 
percent of parents surveyed 
said they routinely check their 
children's browser history to 
stay informed about their on-
line activities. 

Parental control software: 

Twenty-five percent  said they 
use parental control software 
to restrict access to inappro-
priate content and monitor 
usage. 

Discussions on online be-
havior: Twenty-two percent 
of parents said they sit down 
with their children to discuss 
online behavior and instill 
safe internet practices. 

Occasional restrictions: 
18% said they occasionally 
restrict online access to en-
sure their children stay within 
safe digital boundaries. 

Interestingly, the survey 
highlights significant geo-
graphic disparities in parental 
control practices. For in-
stance, 80% of parents in 
South Dakota surveyed said 
they actively control what 
their children access online.  

In contrast, only 30% of 
parents in Nebraska said they 
exercise similar levels of con-
trol.  

Primary Concerns About 
Social Media Use: 

HostingAdvice also sur-
veyed Wisconsin parents 
about their primary concerns 
regarding their children's so-
cial media use:  

Exposure to inappropriate 
content: 44% of parents sur-
veyed said they are most con-
cerned about their children 
being exposed to inappropri-
ate content online. 

Potential for cyberbully-
ing: 27% cited cyberbullying 
as their primary concern, 
highlighting the pervasive na-
ture of this issue when it 
comes to online interactions. 

Health implications of 
screentime: 17% of parents 

said they worry about the 
health implications of signifi-
cant screentime, including its 
impact on physical and men-
tal well-being. 

Data security: Eleven per-
cent said they have concerns 
about the sharing of their chil-
dren's data, underscoring the 
importance of privacy in the 
digital age. 
Age Appropriateness for So-

cial Media Use 
The survey also explored 

parents' views on the appro-
priate age for children to have 
their own social media ac-
counts. The responses reflect 
a spectrum of opinions on this 
matter: 

Fourty-five percent of par-
ents surveyed believe it is ac-
ceptable for children to start 
using social media at age 13 
or older. 

A more conservative 37% 
of parents said 16 or older is a 
more sensible age for children 
to engage with social media. 

Thirteen percent of parents 
surveyed think it is okay for 
children to start using social 
media from age 10. 

“As more information has 
come out about social media 
and how it impacts the emo-
tional and mental well-being 
of our youth, I think it has be-
come clear that more needs to 
be done.  

However, it can be tricky to 
determine exactly what 
should be done, especially 
given the fact that each child 
is likely to interact with social 
media differently,” said Host-
ingAdvice consumer technol-
ogy expert Christian de 
Looper.  

Parents are increasingly 
aware of the potential dangers 
posed by social media, but 
awareness alone isn't enough.  

The survey highlights the 
need for comprehensive 
strategies involving parents, 
educators, and policymakers 
to create a safe online envi-
ronment for children.  

“I think it's completely rea-
sonable to raise age limits on 
social media and for there to 
be some kind of warning 
label.  

“Additionally, it's important 
parents ensure that their chil-
dren, especially young teens, 
are interacting with social 
media in a healthy way, and 
for limited periods of time,” 
said Christian. 

Methodology 
We selected 3,000 respon-

dents from a geographically 
representative online panel of 
double opt-in members.  

This selection was further 
tailored to meet the precise 
criteria required for each 
unique survey.  

Throughout the survey, we 
designed questions to care-
fully screen and authenticate 
respondents, guaranteeing the 
survey's alignment with the 
ideal participants. 

To ensure the integrity of 
our data collection, we em-
ployed an array of data qual-
ity methods.  

Alongside conventional 
measures such as digital fin-
gerprinting, bot checks, geo-
verification, and speeding 
detection, each response un-
derwent a thorough manual 
review to ensure quality and 
contextual accuracy.  

SCREEN 
SAFETY: 
Wisconsin 
Parents 
Are More 
Lenient on 
Kids'  
Social 
Media Use 
Than  
National 
Average, 
Finds 
Study!

Family Time

Study identified the most per-
fect evening in each state for al-
fresco dining. 

Temperature is expected to 
hover around 72°F with just 
17.5% chance of rain.  

Interactive map showing each 
state's most perfect evening.  

For those fortunate enough to 
have a backyard, one of the 
greatest pleasures is spending a 
summer evening dining alfresco. 
Alfresco dining transforms a 
simple meal into a memorable 
experience, combining the pleas-
ures of good food with the 
beauty of eating outdoors. More-
over, dining outside can be a 
wonderful way to connect with 
family and friends. 

But if you were to choose one 
night of the year that would be 

the most perfect to eat under the 
stars, which would it be? 

Using publicly available 
weather data from Weather-
Spark, cabinet manufacturer Fa-
buwood identified the most 
perfect evening of summer in 
each state for an outdoor meal. 
They determined the ideal night-
time temperatures for alfresco 
dining to be around 75°F, and 
combined this with the date with 
the least chance of rain. This al-
lowed them to map out the data 
and pinpoint the most perfect 
evenings of the summer in each 
state where temperatures are 
closest to 75°F and when the 
chances of rainfall are most lim-
ited. 

According to the weather data, 
Wisconsinites are likely to ex-

perience their most perfect even-
ing of summer on Tuesday, July 
16th. On this night, the tempera-
ture is expected to hover around 
72°F with a 17.5% chance of 
rain. 

Oregonians will have to wait 
the longest for their most perfect 
evening of summer 2024 - on 
August 1st.  

Nighttime temperatures are 
predicted to be around 64°F with 
a 2% chance of rain. 

Fabuwood has created an in-
teractive map showing each 
state’s most perfect evening of 
the summer 2024, making it eas-
ier to plan your ideal outdoor 
meal.   

By knowing when to expect 
the perfect conditions, families 
can look forward to these special 

evenings and make the most of 
their time together under the 
stars. 

"The kitchen is the heart of the 
home, and extending that 
warmth and functionality to out-
door spaces makes for truly 

magical summer evenings," said 
Moe Soloff of Fabuwood. 

All content is free to use. 
Please credit Fabuwood with a 
link if you use these insights. 
This helps us continue to pro-
vide you with valuable content 

in the future. Opt out of emails 
here.  

For additional information, 
please contact us on the details 
below: 

vertical cherry | lifestyle | 
info@verticalcherry.com

Tuesday, July 16th Forecasted  
as Wisconsin's most perfect 
evening of the year!

Rep. Jim Clyburn Condemns 
Trump’s Assault on Democracy at 
Voting Rights Roundtable in Mil-
waukee 

U.S. Representative Jim Clyburn 
recently held a roundtable with state 
and local leaders to condemn Donald 
Trump’s assault on American democ-
racy. 

Rep. Clyburn was joined by 
County Executive David Crowley, 
State Senator LaTonya Johnson, 
State Representative Kalan Hay-
wood, Former Lt. Gov. Mandela 
Barnes, Patricia Ruiz-Cantu, and 

Tammie Xiong to emphasize the 
stakes of the election for American 
democracy and discuss how the 
Biden-Harris administration and 
Democrats have delivered for Wis-
consinites. 

The roundtable was held at ‘Coffee 
Makes You Black,’ a popular Black-
owned and operated coffee house 
and cafe. 

“We’ve got a candidate for pres-
ident who is spreading nothing but 
hate and division, creating chaos, 
putting the worst of the American 
people on display. 

“ That’s the big threat to this coun-
try,” said Representative Clyburn. 
“We must not allow the goodness, 
the basic goodnesses of the American 
people to get annihilated or elimi-
nated.  

Because if we do, this country will 
lose its greatness. That's what this 
campaign is all about to me.” 

The event capped off Rep. Cly-
burn’s two-day tour of Wisconsin, 
where he also met with community 
members and civic leaders in Beloit 
and Madison to underscore the stark 
contrast facing Wisconsinites this 
November: between Joe Biden, who 
has made protecting American de-
mocracy a central cause of his pres-
idency, and Trump, who snapped 
after losing the 2020 election and has 
grown increasingly unhinged in his 
pursuit of power.  

Trump has made the violent Janu-
ary 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol a 
“cornerstone” of his campaign of re-
venge and retribution for himself, 
saying he’d be a dictator on “day 
one” if he is elected, warning of a 
“bloodbath” if he loses, and promis-
ing to pardon and “free” January 6 
rioters. 

Rep. Jim Clyburn condemns 
Trump’s assault on  
Democracy at voting rights 
roundtable in Milwaukee
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Upon entering “Lulule-
mon” and “Black girls” 
in TikTok’s search bar, 
scores of videos come up 
featuring enthusiastic try-
on hauls and positive re-
views of items from the 
athleisure company. The 
posts range from June of 
this year to late 2023. 

What’s ironic is that in No-
vember 2023, a bombshell re-
port from the Business Of 
Fashion revealed that the 
company was complicit in 
creating a racist culture for 

employees, per their own ad-
mission, and ultimately 
wanted no parts of Black con-
sumership. 

“They said that Blackness 
was off-brand for the com-
pany,” Konesha Armstrong 
tells ESSENCE.  

She was a sales lead for a 
Chicago-based Lululemon lo-
cation in Hyde Park, a neigh-
borhood that boasts a large 
Black population.  

The store was closed in 
2023 after being open for less 
than two years despite consis-
tent sales, she says. 

Armstrong was one of the 

14 employees that spoke out 
about the company’s trou-
bling actions toward its 
workers of color. 

The deep dive report was 
boosted by celebrities, picked 
up other by outlets and widely 
shared on social media.  

Yet and still, some Black 
women still unashamedly pa-
tronize and promote the 
brand. 

“We’re our own worst 
enemy,” Armstrong tells ES-
SENCE.  

“The Black community will 
see blatant disrespect from 
brands but will continue to put 

money in the pockets of com-
panies who don’t want any-
thing to do with them. As long 
as we continue to support 
them, it’s never going to 
change. Balenciaga is going 
to continue to reign.  

As long as Lil Wayne wears 
it, as long as Kim Kardashian 
wears it, as long as Kanye 
keeps wearing it, the com-
munity is going to think it’s 
okay to wear it.” 

Brand specialist Rhea Skin-
ner agrees. 

“It’s so layered from a psy-
chological standpoint,” she 
tells ESSENCE.  

“You have your consumers 
that buy into the pretentious-
ness of a luxury brand and 
want to be able to have a 
status symbol on their back 
regardless of what that really 
means. It’s a tale as old as 
time.” 

As previously reported by 
ESSENCE, in October 2022 
LVMH Moet Hennessy Louis 
Vuitton SE raked in one of its 
highest sales months despite 
the International Monetary 
Fund‘s warning of a worsen-
ing outlook for the global 
economy.  

Their report highlighted a 
continual rising in inflation 
rates and likely hiring freezes 
on the horizon. 

As assertion can be made 
that this consistent growth in 
the sector can be linked to 
Black consumers specifically.  

Black shoppers accounted 
for 20 percent of luxury spend 
in the US market in 2019 — a 
number that’s forecasted to in-
crease by 25 to 30 percent by 
2025, according to a Bain re-
port. 

Skinner, who is a publicist 
that has worked with various 
fashion brands including Mer-
cedes Benz Fashion Week, 
says this loyalty is unsurpris-
ing. 

“Collectively, we are the 
only people, and I hate to say 
it this way, that don’t stand in 
our true power,” she tells ES-
SENCE.  

“We can roll our eyes at 
other racial groups all day 
long, but right, wrong, or in-
different, they are standing 10 
toes down on what they be-
lieve in. If a company doesn’t 

treat them right, they ice them 
out.” 

Armstrong traces the Black 
shopping loyalty back to sys-
temic racism and how the 
community was often barred 
from being able to purchase 
fine goods in department 
stores. 

“It runs deep, and I think we 
still think we have something 
to prove when buying sup-
porting these ‘quiet luxury’ 
brands despite them showing 
us their true colors,” she tells 
ESSENCE.  

“But we have to really stand 
on business when we see 
some stuff isn’t right. And we 
have to really take our buying 
power back because they 
don’t make these clothes for 
us.”  

To her point, a 2024 McKin-
sey report stated that Black 
consumers’ collective eco-
nomic power is set to expand 
dramatically, from about $910 
billion in consumption in 
2019 to $1.7 trillion (in nomi-
nal dollars) in 2030. 

Despite this, Armstrong 
says companies still have a 
very long way to go when 
serving the Black consumer. 

“Every store that I’ve ever 
worked at, Topshop, Topman, 
Bloomingdale’s—they strictly 
make clothes for the Euro-
pean stature, they’re not for 
us. 

“And we spend so much 
money forcing ourselves into 
these brands or into these 
spaces when it’s obvious they 
don’t want us there. It’s time 
that we realize how powerful 
we are.” 

 

Why Do Black People Continue  
Supporting Brands That Hate Them? 

Problematic brands still have a grip on Black consumers  
—why? BY JASMINE BROWLEY, courtesy of essence.com 

In The Black


