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She’s advised President 
Biden and Big Tech on the 
benefits and dangers of AI, 
was named one of Time’s 
"100 Most Influential people 
in AI," has worked on doc-
umentaries about the sub-
ject, and she recently 
released a book about her 
personal journey in the 
space: “Unmasking AI: My 
Mission to Protect What is 
Human in a World of Ma-
chines.” 

Her research as an AI 
scientist came into focus dur-
ing her time as a graduate 
student at MIT: addressing 
the downfalls in machine 
learning (the building blocks 
of AI systems). 

At the time, Dr. Buolamwini 
was working on a face detec-
tion technology for an art in-
stallation she was building. 
She noticed the software pro-
gram was having trouble de-
tecting her skin color.  

It wasn’t until she decided 
to place a white mask on her 
face that it finally started to 
work properly. 

“It was this experience of 
literally coating in white face 
that made me think: ‘Is there 
something more here?’” she 
explained.  

“I put on my scientist hat 
and started to conduct ex-
periments that showed there 
was actually bias where 
these systems work better on 
some faces than others.” 

Dr. Buolamwini — who 
founded the Algorithmic Jus-
tice League (AJL) in 2016 to 
study the social impact and 

potential harms of AI — 
shared lessons from her new 
book, where she explored 
the intersection of the tech-
nology’s development and 
the dangers of bias in its al-
gorithmic systems.   

Below is the conversation, 
which has been edited for 
brevity and clarity. 

Know Your Value: In the 
book you write about a mo-
ment where you ran photos 
of Black women you admire 
into an AI system, and they 
were misclassified. How did 
that shape the significance of 
your work? 

Dr. Buolamwini: I admired 
people like [former first lady] 
Michelle Obama, Oprah Win-
frey, Serena Williams — 
women who have a lot of 
photos of themselves out 
there — and I started running 
their iconic images, and 
sometimes their faces 

weren’t seen, or sometimes 
they were labeled as male or 
other types of descriptions. 

I remember one description 
of Michelle Obama as a 
child, actually described as 
“toupee.” Looking at these 
women that I admire and 
hold in such esteem — either 
being misclassified or not 
even seen by machines — 
really made me pause.  

What does it mean for 
some of the technology from 
some of the most powerful 
companies in the world to fail 
on these faces of people I 
admire so much?  

And sometimes the failure 
wasn’t that they weren’t rec-
ognized, but that they were 
misclassified.  

And it reminds me of this 
notion of the exclusion over-
head: How much do you 
have to change yourself to 
get systems that weren’t 

made with you in mind to 
somehow work for you? 

Know Your Value: Could 
you explain the touch points 
on a day-to-day basis where 
[AI systems] can generate 
these consequences? 

Dr. Buolamwini: The work 
I do looks at different ways 
computers analyze faces for 
a particular project.  

You have government 
agencies that actually adopt 
that type of facial recognition 
for access to government 
services like, for example, 
the IRS. 

When you login, you might 
be asked to scan your face. If 
there are failures, either 
somebody could get into your 
account and commit fraud, or 
you can’t even access your 
own information. So that’s 
one way [AI systems] can 
enter people’s lives. 

Schools are actually using 

facial recognition and facial 
detection on everything from 
class attendance to E-proc-
toring, which became particu-
larly popular during the 
pandemic, as there was 
more remote learning. 

And then there’s the law 
enforcement use of this tech-
nology. I think of a woman 
named Porsche Woodruff. 
She was eight months preg-
nant when she was falsely 
arrested, due to facial rec-
ognition misidentification. I 
think that part is really impor-
tant because you could not 
have anything to do with a 
crime that has occurred, but 
your image can be picked up. 
And she was actually preg-
nant when she was in the 
holding cell.  

When she reported having 
contractions and after she 
was released, Woodruff had 

Meet the scientist protecting women 
of color from the wrong side of AI! 

In 2023, computer scientist and artist, Dr. Joy Buolamwini, was named one of Time’s 
"100 Most Influential people in AI" for good reason — prejudice that’s often baked into 
this technology has victimized women and people of color. 
By Daniela Pierre-Bravo, article courtesy of msnbc.com
At 34, computer scientist 

and poet, Dr. Joy Buolam-
wini, has already made her 
mark as a pioneer in the rap-
idly developing field of artifi-
cial intelligence.
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Milwaukeean 
Joseph S. 
Spence, Sr. wins 
italian poetry 
honors

Milwaukee poet, writer, and UW-Milwaukee 
scholar, Dr. Joseph S. Spence, Sr. was re-
cently elected president of the Disciplinary 
Council, World Union of Poets-Italy. 

The World Union of Poets was created by 
Silvano Bortolazzi (Knight for Poetry) of Italy. It 
is a worldwide literary movement for peace 
and culture on earth. 

Spence also received the Exceptional Stu-
dent Award from the English Department at 
UWM for his studies in Native American litera-
ture. 

And if that’s not enough, Spence was also 
awarded a commendation for winning the Mil-
waukee Local Veterans Creative Writing Arts 
Competition for four consecutive years (2020-
2023). 

Spence is the author of 12 poetry books. His 
writing have been published in over 21 differ-
ent languages. He is a retired U.S. Army vet-
eran with 26 years of military service. 
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to be rushed to the emer-
gency room. 

So those are different ways 
in which computers can ana-
lyze faces. If there are biases 
and discrimination, you can 
end up in on the wrong side 
of the algorithm. 

Know Your Value: Where 
does the responsibility lie in 
making these systems safer 
and less biased? 

Dr. Buolamwini: We need 
legislation — at the federal 
level — because the legisla-
tion then puts in the guard 
rails for the tech companies. 
Currently, you have some 
tech companies that have 
done a little bit of self-regula-
tion.  

But all of the U.S. com-
panies that we audited have 
stopped selling facial rec-
ognition to law enforcement 
following that work. 

And also, we need to think 
about AI governance globally. 
I do think that all of our 
stories matter. When you 
share your experience with 
AI or your questions about it, 
you encourage other people 
to share their stories. 

Know Your Value: What is 
your advice, for women of 
color especially, on embrac-
ing their dualities? 

Dr. Buolamwini: I would 
say, start something small. 
Do an experiment. For me, 
that experiment was explor-
ing the ‘AI, Ain’t I a Woman’ 
poem, and seeing how that 
was received. Then, [I tried] 
the documentary. It wasn’t 
everything all at once. 

It’s also important to have 
that peer support group that 
you can share some of these 
things with … I wanted to 
focus on issues of bias and 
sexism and racism, and I 
was warned by my col-
leagues that it might pigeon-
hole my career, and it was 
talking to other women in 
science — computer science 
— who encouraged me to do 
the research anyway.  

And these were people I 
respect, very well-meaning 
people. 

I do think sometimes you 
have to understand that not 
everybody sees your vision. 
That’s why you’re the vision-
ary. 

—Daniela Pierre-Bravo is 
a reporter for MSNBC’s 
"Morning Joe" and a Know 
Your Value contributor. 
She is the co-author of 
“Earn It” with Mika Brze-
zinski. Her solo book, 
“’The Other: How to Own 
Your Power at Work as a 
Woman of Color,” is out 
now. Follow her on Twitter 
and Instagram @dpierre-
bravo 

 

(continued from cover page)
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L E G A L S / C L A S S I F I E D SL E G A L S / C L A S S I F I E D S
SUMMONS 

(PUBLICATION) 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY 

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001484 
In the matter of the name change of: 
CHERYL ANN NAZARIO 
By (Petitioner) CHERYL ANN NA-
ZARIO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: CHERYL ANN NAZARIO to: 
CHERYL AMERICA NAZARIO 
Birth Certificate: CHERYL ANN 
ZINDA 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 25, 2024, TIME 
9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-21-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
196/2-28/3-6-13-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV000849 
In the matter of the name change of: 
SHAQUITA JEANETTE OFFICE 
By (Petitioner) SHAQUITA JEANETTE 
OFFICE 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: SHAQUITA JEANETTE OFFICE 
to: SHAQUITA AQUAFINA GIBSON 
Birth Certificate: SHAQUITA JEA-
NETTE OFFICE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 18, 2024, TIME 9:30 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-1-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
193/2-28/3-6-13-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001509 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ALMA ROSA AVILA 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: ALMA ROSA AVILA to: ALMA-
ROSA AVILA 
Birth Certificate: ALMA ROSA AVILA 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 

Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 19, 2024, TIME 10:00 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-22-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
194/2-28/3-6-13-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001654 
In the matter of the name change of: DE-
CLAN SCOTT CROUCH 
By (Petitioner) DECLAN SCOTT 
CROUCH 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: DECLAN SCOTT CROUCH to: 
LUCY ROSE CROUCH 
Birth Certificate: DECLAN SCOTT 
CROUCH 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 4, 2024, TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2/27/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001407 
In the matter of the name change of: 
CAROLYN MERROW GLIME 
By (Petitioner) CAROLYN MERROW 
GLIME 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: CAROLYN MERROW GLIME 
to: CAROLYN MARGRET MERROW  
Birth Certificate: CAROLYN MAR-
GRET MERROW  
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 4, 2024, TIME 2:45 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-20-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
198/2-28/3-6-13-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001344 
In the matter of the name change of: 
DAMON MATTHEW COLE 
By (Petitioner) SHAUN D PAULSON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: DAMON MATTHEW COLE to: 
DAMON MATTHEW COLE-PAUL-
SON 
Birth Certificate: DAMON MATTHEW 
COLE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE MARCH 27, 2024, TIME 3:30 
P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-16-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
199/2-28/3-6-13-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001325 
In the matter of the name change of: 
JAYDEN  HAGEN SOTO 
By (Petitioner) JAYDEN  HAGEN 
SOTO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: JAYDEN  HAGEN SOTO to: 
JAYDEN JOSEPH HAGEN  
Birth Certificate: JAYDEN  HAGEN 
SOTO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY RM 401 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 5, 2024, TIME 10:00 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2/16/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
205/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV891 
In the matter of the name change of: 
SIR-CHASE ROMELO BURNSIDE 
By (Petitioner) RICCO JEROME PAY-
TON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: SIR-CHASE ROMELO BURN-
SIDE to: FERNANDO SIR-CHASE 
PAYTON 
Birth Certificate: SIR-CHASE 
ROMELO BURNSIDE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 

Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. J.D.WATTS 
ROOM 414 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
APRIL 16, 2024, TIME 10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-19-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. J.D.WATTS 
Circuit Court Judge 
206/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001792 
In the matter of the name change of: 
BASTHY  LOMELI BLANCO 
By (Petitioner) BASTHY  LOMELI 
BLANCO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: BASTHY  LOMELI BLANCO 
to: BASTHY BLANCO 
Birth Certificate: BASTHY  LOMELI 
BLANCO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 3, 2024, TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3/1/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
203/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001793 
In the matter of the name change of: VI-
ANNEY  LOMELI BLANCO 
By (Petitioner) VIANNEY  LOMELI 
BLANCO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: VIANNEY  LOMELI BLANCO 
to: VIANNEY BLANCO 
Birth Certificate: VIANNEY  LOMELI 
BLANCO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 3, 2024, TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3/1/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
204/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001798 
In the matter of the name change of: 
THEODORE ALEX PROTASIEWICZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: THEODORE ALEX PROTASIE-
WICZ to: THEODORE DINUCCI 
Birth Certificate: THEODORE ALEX 
PROTASIEWICZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 11, 2024, TIME 3:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-1-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
208/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

           STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001777 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KARI ANN GODOWSKI 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
FROM: KARI ANN GODOWSKI TO: 
KARI ANN BLUE 
Birth Certificate: KARI ANN GO-
DOWSKI 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID BO-
ROWSKI PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233  
DATE: APRIL 11, 2024, TIME 2:00 
P.M.  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  3-1-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
Circuit Court Judge 
207/3-6-13-20-2024 
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SUMMONS 

(PUBLICATION) 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY 

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001837 
In the matter of the name change of: 
TRENICA LYNN JAMES 
By (Petitioner) TRENICA LYNN 
JAMES 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: TRENICA LYNN JAMES to: 
TRENICA LYNN ROBINSON 
Birth Certificate: TRENICA LYNN 
ROBINSON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE MAY 10, 2024, TIME 10:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-4-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
212/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS  
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
DIVORCE – 40101 
Case No. 23FA6826 

In Re: The marriage of Petitioner: 
ODESHANDEL GARNER and JONA-
THAN E GARNER 
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO THE 
PERSON NAMED ABOVE AS RE-
SPONDENT: 
You are notified that the petitioner 
named above has filed a Petition for di-
vorce or legal separation against you. 
 
You must respond with a written demand 
for a copy of the Petition within 40 days 
from the day after the first day of pub-
lication. 
 
The demand must be sent or delivered to 
the court at: Clerk of Court, Milwaukee 
County Courthouse 901 N 9th St Mil-
waukee WI 53233 and to ODES-
HANDEL GARNER 7066 N 55th St 
Milwaukee WI 53223 
 
It is recommended, but not required that 
you have an attorney help or represent 
you. 
 
If you do not demand a copy of the Peti-
tion within 40 days, the court may grant 
judgment against you for the award of 
money or other legal action requested in 
the Petition, and you may lose your right 
to object to anything that is or may be in-
correct in the Petition. 
 
A judgment may be enforced as provided 
by law. A judgment awarding money 
may become a lien against any real es-
tate you own now or in the future and 
may also be enforced by garnishment or 
seizure of property. 
 
You are further notified that if the parties 
to this action have minor children, vio-
lation of 948.31 Wis. Stats., (Interference 
with custody by parent or others) is pun-
ishable by fines and/or imprisonment: 
 
If you and the petitioner have minor chil-
dren, documents setting forth the per-
centage standard for child support 
established by the department under 
49.22(9), Wis. Stats., and the factors that 
a court may consider for modification of 
that standard under 767.511 (1m).  Wis 
Stats. are available upon your request 
from the Clerk of Court. 
 
You are notified of the availability of in-
formation from the Circuit Court Com-
missioner as set forth in 767.105 Wis. 
Stats. 

 
767.105 Information from Circuit Court 
Commissioner. 
 
(2) Upon the request of a party to an ac-
tion affecting the family, including a re-
vision of judgment or order under sec. 
767.59 or 767.451: 
(a) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall, with or without charge, provide the 
party with written information on the 
following, as appropriate to the action 
commenced: 
1. The procedure for obtaining a judg-
ment or order in the action. 
2. The major issues usually addressed in 
such an action. 
3. Community resources and family 
court counseling services available to as-
sist the parties. 
4. The procedure for setting, modifying, 
and enforcing child support awards, or 
modifying and enforcing legal custody 
or physical placement judgments or or-
ders. 
(b) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall provide a party, for inspection or 
purchase, with a copy of the statutory 
provisions in this chapter generally perti-
nent to the action. 
 
Date: 2-21-2024 
BY: ODESHANDEL GARNER 
210/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001540 
In the matter of the name change of: 
MADELINE RAE SAMZ 
By (Petitioner) MADELINE RAE 
SAMZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: MADELINE RAE SAMZ to: 
SAMUEL RAY SAMZ 
Birth Certificate: MADELINE RAE 
SAMZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 19, 2024, TIME 10:30 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-23-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
213/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001680 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KYRIE LASHAWN STEED 
By (Petitioner) TANECIA SHANIA 
CLAYTON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: KYRIE LASHAWN STEED to: 
KYRIE LASHAWN HOWARD 
Birth Certificate: KYRIE LASHAWN 
STEED 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 2, 2024, TIME 2:15 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 

the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-28-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
216/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001921 
In the matter of the name change of: 
LYDIA ESMERALDA PETERSON 
BY (Petitioner) CHARLIE ASTORIA 
STEPHENS 
By (Co-Petitioner) EVAN HONOR PE-
TERSON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: LYDIA ESMERALDA PETER-
SON to: LYDIA ESMERALDA 
STEPHENS 
Birth Certificate: LYDIA ESMERALDA 
PETERSON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 25, 2024, TIME 
2:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-6-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
214/3-6-13-20-2024 
 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001615 
In the matter of the name change of: 
MILES FELIX LUCAS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 

name of the person listed above: 
From: MILES FELIX LUCAS to: 
HEATHER PHOENIX LUCAS 
Birth Certificate: HEATHER MACKEN-
ZIE LUCAS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE MAY 15, 2024, TIME 9:45 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-25-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
217/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001580 
In the matter of the name change of: 
JERAMIE MICHAEL KOSITZKE 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: JERAMIE MICHAEL KO-
SITZKE to: JEREMY MICHAEL 
JAMES 
Birth Certificate: JERAMIE MICHAEL 
KOSITZKE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 1, 2024, TIME 
10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-23-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 

201/3-6-13-20-2024 
SUMMONS 

(PUBLICATION) 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY 

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2024CV001767 
In the matter of the name change of: 
LUZ GIANNINA  VALLE LUCENA 
By (Petitioner) JOSE LUIS  VALLE 
SOLLANO 
By (Co-Petitioner) DYNAMIC  
LUCENA BENITEZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: LUZ GIANNINA  VALLE 
LUCENA to: LUZ MICHELLE  VALLE 
LUCENA 
Birth Certificate: LUZ GIANNINA  
VALLE LUCENA 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. BRITTANY 
GRAYSON ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE MARCH 29, 2024, TIME 9:30 
9.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-29-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. BRITTANY GRAYSON 
Circuit Court Judge 
200/3-6-13-20-2024 
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SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001886 
In the matter of the name change of: 
NGUYEN DINH KHANG TRAN 
By (Petitioner) JOHN TRAN 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: NGUYEN DINH KHANG TRAN 
to: JASON TRAN 
Birth Certificate: KHANG DINH TRAN 
NGUYEN 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG 
BR 47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
APRIL 22, 2024, TIME 10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3/5/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
215/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001119 
In the matter of the name change of: 
NAIRA MARIA FONVILLE LASKER 
By (Petitioner) NATASHA RENA FON-
VILLE 
 By (Co-Petitioner) TRAVIS DE-
SHAWN LASKER 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: NAIRA MARIA FONVILLE 
LASKER to: NAIRA MARIA FON-
VILLE  
Birth Certificate: NAIRA MARIA FON-
VILLE  
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 

Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 25, 2024, TIME 9:30 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2/9/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
202/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV1814 
In the matter of the name change of: 
HEAVEN MARIE ROSS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: HEAVEN MARIE ROSS to: 
HEAVEN MARIE STEWART 
Birth Certificate: HEAVEN MARIE 
ROSS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 11, 2024, TIME 
11:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-1-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
222/3-13-20-27-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV002126 
In the matter of the name change of: KA 

CHUN YEUNG  
By (Petitioner) KA CHUN YEUNG 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: KA CHUN YEUNG to: KELVIN 
YEUNG 
Birth Certificate: KA CHUN YEUNG 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 12, 2024, TIME 
2:45 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-13-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
223/3-13-20-27-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV002118 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ARIEL ARKAYA BRUMFIELD 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: ARIEL ARKAYA BRUMFIELD 
to: ARIEL ARKAYA-BRUMFIELD 
FYFE 
Birth Certificate: ARIEL ARKAYA 
BRUMFIELD 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 16, 2024, TIME 
3:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-

sin. 
Dated: 3-13-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
224/3-13-20-27-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001932 
In the matter of the name change of: 
NAOMI ROSE HANCOCK 
By (Petitioner) ERIK YUJIN HAN-
COCK 
By (Co-Petitioner) LAURA GILMAR-
TIN HANCOCK 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: NAOMI ROSE HANCOCK to: 
FINN YUJIN HANCOCK 
Birth Certificate: NAOMI ROSE HAN-
COCK 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 17, 2024, TIME 9:15 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3/6/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN Y YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
225/3-13-20-27-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2024CV001972  
In the matter of the name change of: 
NATHALIA HTOO 
By (Petitioner) KBIAH HTOO 
By (Co-Petitioner) MUSLAY HTOO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: NATHALIA HTOO to: FELIX 
HTOO 

Birth Certificate: NATHALIA HTOO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. BRITTANY 
GRAYSON ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE MAY 14, 2024, TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-7-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. BRITTANY GRAYSON 
Circuit Court Judge 
220/3-13-20-27-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2024CV001895 
In the matter of the name change of: 
SARAH ANGELA SMITH 
By (Petitioner) SARAH ANGELA 
SMITH 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change the 
name of the person listed above: 
From: SARAH ANGELA SMITH to: 
SARAH ANGELA RAMCZYK 
Birth Certificate: SARAH ANGELA 
MANEY 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. BRITTANY 
GRAYSON ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 18, 2024, TIME 9:00 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-5-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. BRITTANY GRAYSON 
Circuit Court Judge 
221/3-13-20-27-2024 
 
 

It is more expensive 
to borrow money in 
2024 and more expen-
sive to carry debt. 
American consumers 
have now amassed 
over $1 trillion in credit 
card debt, and the aver-
age household is carry-
ing over $6,000 in 
credit card debt.  

With credit card interest 
rates being as high as 20%, if 
your credit is not the best, it is 
costing you more money to 
use credit and carry debt. 

But let’s take it a step 
further: If you would like to 
buy a home, mortgage rates 
are currently at the highest 
they have been in over 20 
years, so in addition to saving 
for the down payment, buying 
a home now can be exorbi-
tantly expensive. In fact, your 
mortgage payment could be 
significantly higher for the next 
30 years.  

This is why your credit is 
more important than ever, be-

cause your credit score can 
determine if you get the best 
mortgage rate or better credit 
card offers. Your credit can 
even be pulled for health in-
surance, apartment applica-
tions, and employment.  

According to most banks 
and credit bureaus, “good” 
credit is considered a credit 
score of 670 or higher. The 
higher your score, the more 
likely you will be able to get 
the least expensive loan and 
credit card offers. In the world 
of home-buying as it currently 
stands, having a score over 
700 may be the only way to 
secure the lowest available in-
terest rates.  

So what can you do to im-
prove your credit? What 
should you do if you are stuck 
in the 640s, 620s, or lower? 

Here are a few tips that can 
help you raise your credit 
score: 

1. Pay on time — every 
time. 

On-time payments account 
for 35% of your score, so pay-
ing your bills on time is vital. 

The best way to take 
care of and  
improve your credit! 

Your credit score can determine your financial mobility; use 
these tips to learn how to improve and maintain yours. 
By Jennifer Streaks (continued on page 7)

In The Black
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Your payment history shows 
potential lenders whether you 
make payments on time, if 
you miss payments, or if any 
of your accounts are past due.  

Credit bureaus, lenders and 
even potential landlords con-
sider your payment history to 
be your financial report card, 
showing how consistently you 
pay your bills. It’s best to have 
a 100% on-time payment his-
tory so lenders feel safe lend-
ing to you. 

2. Pay attention to your 
credit utilization 

The second most important 
part of your credit score — 
30%, in fact — is your credit 
utilization, or the amount of 
available credit you are ac-
tually using. Make it a finan-
cial goal to pay down any 
high-interest credit card debt 
as soon as possible and if you 
can, also avoid opening any 
high-interest credit card ac-
counts. I won’t mention the 
credit card companies in 
question here, but you know 
who they are.  

Reducing your credit card 
balances also shows potential 
lenders that you know how to 
use credit the right way. Re-
member, credit is not an ex-
tension of your income and 
should be used only when 
necessary, when you are 
earning points or rewards, and 
when you know you can pay it 
off quickly. Conventional wis-
dom advises keeping your 
credit utilization below 30% of 
your credit limit at all times; 
most people with the highest 
credit scores usually have 
credit utilization in the single 
digits. 

Those who find themselves 
stuck in the mid-600s usually 
have high credit utilization, 
especially if you are paying 
your bills on time.  

3. Pay off credit card bal-
ances in full every month 

This might seem like a 
heavy lift, but remember: You 

should only be charging what 
you can afford to pay off any-
way. 

Paying off your balance 
each statement period keeps 
your credit utilization low, 
which is one of the best ways 
to improve your credit. Bonus: 
You will also avoid paying in-
terest charges. 

4. Patience  
For most, this is going to be 

the hardest advice to follow. 
As a financial writer, I often 
hear,  “I need to raise my 
credit score to buy a 

house/get a car.” Instead, 
learn about credit and how it 
can affect almost every aspect 
of your life. Once you learn 
and understand how credit 
works, it will really change the 
way that you spend money — 
and once you get your credit 
score on the right track, you 
will not do anything to jeop-
ardize it.  

—Jennifer Streaks is Sen-
ior Personal Finance Re-
porter and spokesperson at 
Business Insider and a fi-
nancial contributor at The 

Grio. A nationally recog-
nized expert on money and 
affordable lifestyle living, 
Jennifer is an established fi-

nancial columnist who has 
been featured on CNBC, 
Forbes, ABC, MSNBC, CBS, 
and more. 

 

NOTICE FOR BIDS 

Gilbane│CG Schmidt will be soliciting Bids for the NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL 
NORTH OFFICE BUILDING MODERNIZATION PROJECT.  
  
Packages in the Spring 2024* release are *:  
BID PACKAGE • 05D - Misc. Metals - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 06C - Carpentry - Interiors  
BID PACKAGE • 06D- Architectural Millwork (supply only) - Interiors  
BID PACKAGE • 08F - Interior Glass & Film System 
BID PACKAGE • 08G - Doors, Frames, and Hardware (supply only) - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 09I - Framing & Drywall - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 09J - Hard Tile - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 09K - Acoustical Ceilings - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE •  09L - Soft Flooring - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 09M - Paint & Wallcovering - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 10H - Signage - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 10J - Specialties Supply - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 11B - Food Services 
BID PACKAGE • 22B - Plumbing - Interiors  
BID PACKAGE • 23C - HVAC - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 26B - Electrical - Interiors 
BID PACKAGE • 27A - Telecommunications - Interiors (network & data) 
BID PACKAGE • 27B - Audio Visual - Interiors (AV) 
BID PACKAGE • 27C - DAS - Interiors (cellular DAS) 
BID PACKAGE • 28A - Security - Interiors (access control/cameras) 
 
All businesses interested in bidding as a Prime/Tier-1 subcontractor must pre-
qualify to receive an invitation to bid. For an overview of the prequalification  
process, reach out to Cheryl Janicki at (414) 287-2649 or 
cjanicki@gilbaneco.com  
We encourage City of Milwaukee certified Small Business Enterprises, and Wis-
consin Unified Certification Program Disadvanged Business Enterprises to partici-
pate. Please refer to bid documents for full SBE/DBE plan information which 
includes 25% Small Business Enterprise (SBE)/ Diverse Business Enterprise 
(DBE). If you provide services relevant to any of the above packages and are in-
terested in participating at a lower-tier level, apply in the “Contracting Opportuni-
ties” section on the project website 
https://info.gilbaneco.com/northwesternmutual-nob. Please contact James Methu 
with any questions at 414-287-6272 or via email at jmethu@gilbaneco.com 
 *Subject to government approvals 

(continued from page 6)

)

The best way to take care of and  
improve your credit!
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