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Celebrating great minds! The ninth  
annual MKE Mayor’s Masked Ball!

The United Negro College Fund (UNCF) re-
cently celebrated 80 years of empowering stu-
dents, inspiring a new generation, and 
transforming the future during the 9th annual 
Milwaukee Mayor’s Masked Ball, held at the Hil-
ton Milwaukee City Center. 

Mayor Cavalier Johnson served as the am-
bassador and host for the third year at this pres-
tigious event, which drew 400 masked 
attendees who recognized corporations and in-
dividuals for their dedication, resources, and 
generosity in supporting higher education for 
minority students. 

The UNCF honored Dr. Joan M. Prince, vice-
president emerita-University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee. She was presented the MASKED 
Award for being a force of action, goodness, 
and compassion. For decades, Dr. Prince has 
advocated for minorities and women and is a 
proud UNCF supporter. 

Gloria J. Ricks, the former UNCF Milwaukee 
area development director, was recognized as 
the Legacy Honoree. Ricks catalyzed UNCF in 
Wisconsin and helped open UNCF’s first Mil-
waukee office in 1978. She retired after 33 
years with UNCF. Her son and a longtime 
UNCF volunteer, Ruby Jackson, accepted the 
award on Ricks’ behalf. 

The Corporate Honoree was WeEnergies 
Foundation, which supports community and 
neighborhood development initiatives, health 
and human services, education, and the envi-
ronment. WeEnergies is a longstanding UNCF 
Milwaukee partner. 

A highlight of the evening was the recognition 
of 11 young leaders and the 2023 class of 
UNCF Milwaukee Masterminds: Kyle Ashley, 
Stacy T. Clark, Tim Cole, Amanda Evans, Harry 
Evans, Lauren Feaster, Rep. Kayla Haywood, 
II; Ashley Hines, Contessa Mobley, Isioma Nwa-
buzor, and Oby Nwaybuzor. 

More than $200,000 (and counting) was 
raised through sponsor support and donor con-
tributions.—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

150 state Alzheimers advocates descend on capitol for 
Alzheimer’ Association’s 2024 Wisconsin Advocacy Day!

The multibillion-dollar 
VineBrook Homes Trust 
Inc. made its way into 
Milwaukee in 2019 and 
now owns about 1,000 
single-family homes, pri-
marily on the city’s 
Northside. 

As the Texas-based company buys up 
homes on Milwaukee’s Northside, some 
residents and community advocates 
worry about the potential impact on the 
community. 

Perhaps more concerning is the fact 
they didn’t know VineBrook had moved 
in. 

Darrol Gibson, the executive director 
of the Sherman Park Housing Advance-
ment Cooperative, or SHAC, was 
stunned to hear about the foothold Vine-
Brook has gained in Milwaukee. 

VineBrook owns several homes in the 
Sherman Park neighborhood and hun-

dreds in surrounding areas. 
SHAC works with residents and local 

partners to combat investors taking over 
city neighborhoods. 

‘We see our neighborhoods  
losing their identities’ 

Gibson said he worries about corporate 
ownership of homes and the negative im-
plications for Sherman Park and other 
Milwaukee neighborhoods. 

He said Milwaukee’s neighborhoods 
mirror the diverse people and families 
who reside in them. Sherman Park, for 
example, is reflective of the African 
American, Jewish and Hmong families 
who have lived there for years. 

“Milwaukee is known for its neighbor-
hoods. They all mean something,” Gib-
son said. “As investors like VineBrook 
come in, we see our neighborhoods los-
ing their identities.” 

According to the Data You Can 
Use Sherman Park neighborhood por-
trait, about 29,747 people live in Sher-
man Park. About 80% of them are Black; 
12% are white; 5.1% are Hispanic; and 
Asians make up 1% of the neighborhood. 

Data You Can Use is an organization 
that helps residents use data to improve 
community conditions. 

More than 150 advocates from across Wisconsin met in Madison recently for the Alzheimer’s Association’s 2024 
Wisconsin Advocacy Day. These advocates met with legislators at the state capitol to ask that Alzheimer’s disease 
and dementia remain legislative priorities in the coming year in support of the more than 120,000 Wisconsinites 
living with the disease, and their families. There was a strong Milwaukee contingency, including many advocates 
who met at St. Mark AME Church and bussed over to Madison together. The all-day event was held at Madison’s 
Best Western Park Hotel, where Gov. Tony Evers and First Lady Kathy Evers greeted and encouraged attendees. 
A legislative panel discussion and other guest speakers illuminated best practices for sharing personal stories with 
lawmakers and how to ask for support for Funding the Wisconsin Dementia Crisis Innovation Grant program, ensuring 
high-quality care in assisted living facilities, implementing the recommendations in the Wisconsin State Dementia 
Plan. Advocates met with their state senators and representatives in small groups to make their asks and relate their 
personal experiences with the disease. “Our Advocates are unrelenting in their fight for a world without Alzheimer’s,” 
said Allison Cramer, director of public policy, Alzheimer’s Association Wisconsin Chapter. “It’s powerful to have our 
voices heard and to bring a purple wave of supporters to Madison.”—Photos by Yvonne Kemp 

Renters concerned as Texas company 
buys up homes in predominantly 
Black Milwaukee neighborhoods

Darrol Gibson is the ex-
ecutive director of the 
Sherman Park Housing 
Advancement Cooper-
ative. The group studies 
other cities’ housing co-
operatives to see what 
collective thinking could 
bring for Milwaukee. 
(PrincessSafiya Byers / 
Milwaukee Neighbor-
hood News Service) 

By PrincessSafiya Byers,  
courtesy of Milwaukee  
Neighborhood News Service 

(continued on page 2)

Funeral services for 
retired MPS teacher 
Cherrye Trotman will be 
Saturday, March 9, at St. Mark 
AME Church, 1616 W. Atkinson 
Ave. She will be in state at the 
church starting at 2 p.m. until the 
time of the service, which is 3 
p.m. 

There will be a visitation Friday, 
March 8, from 3-7 p.m. at North-
west Funeral Chapel, 6630 W. 
Hampton Ave.  (Family members 
will receive guests during the visi-
tation from 5-7 p.m.) Entombment 
will be at Wisconsin Memorial 
Park. We incorrectly noted in last 
week’s MCJ that Mrs. Trotman 
was 92. She was 93 at the time 
of her death early last week.

State’s 
elderly fac-

ing upheaval 
as assisted  

living homes  
reject  

Medicaid!
Page 

7



The Milwaukee Community Journal • March 6, 2024 • Page 2

‘A potential slumlord’ 
Christal West is a lifelong North Side resident. 

As a homeowner and community research special-
ist, West has seen the neglect and disinvestment 
that out-of-state investors usually bring to her 
community. 

She, like Gibson, had no idea VineBrook had 
moved into the community. 

“A quick Google search lets us know this group 
is a potential slumlord, so I can’t understand how 
we allowed this to happen,” West said. 

Megan Grabos, VineBrook’s vice president of 
communications, said “VineBrook is helping pre-
serve and expand access to affordable housing in 
Milwaukee. 

“VineBrook rents in Milwaukee are lower than 
market averages, and the average rent/income 
levels of VineBrook residents do not constitute any 
definition of rent burden.” 

Grabos cited a report by the Urban Institute that 
shows housing shortages are not caused by single-
family rental providers but by a lack of housing 
supply.  

She said VineBrook’s goal is to immerse itself 

into the complex issue of affordable housing in 
Milwaukee and collaborate with others to be a part 
of the solution.  

Wyman Winston said the city continues to see 
investors like VineBrook moving in and buying up 
neighborhoods because of Milwaukee’s lack of 
regulation and investors taking advantage of a sys-
tem meant for residents. 

Winston has followed the issue closely as the 
principal consultant for neighborhood wealth and 
former executive director of the Wisconsin Hous-
ing and Economic Development Authority, or 
WHEDA. 

Milwaukee has historically had modestly priced 
housing, which made it attractive for families who 
wanted to own a home. 

Some investors have taken advantage by buying 
those modestly priced homes in bulk for more than 
asking price and with no contingencies, which ap-
peals to sellers. 

That means an average family can’t compete for 
a home in a community in which they may live and 
work. 

According to city of Milwaukee property data, 
VineBrook has been buying homes priced from 

around $50,000 to $150,000 in bulk from other 
smaller investors. 

When homes are sold in bulk, those open to pur-
chasing an entire inventory are more likely to end 
up with homes than those who simply want to pur-
chase one home. 

“We are now in a market where the out-of-state 
investors are a big part of the inability for African 
Americans and residents to buy because these guys 
have come in and bought the whole community 
wholesale,” Winston said. 

He said because the city has no formal way of 
tracking investors, people don’t know these groups 
are in their communities until they cause problems. 

Tenants turn to social  
media to demand change 

VineBrook has received complaints from its ten-
ants. There’s even a Facebook group where tenants 
across the nation share their bad experiences with 
its properties. Several residents who have posted 
to the group live in Milwaukee. 

What’s more, the city Department of Neighbor-
hood Services has received calls about several vio-
lations involving VineBrook properties. 

Ryeshia Farmer, community program manager 
for the African American Roundtable, a com-
munity-organizing group that serves Wisconsin’s 
Black community, said VineBrook is just adding 
to “an already terrible, largely poor, largely Black 
and brown residential experience.” 

Like the others, Farmer hadn’t heard of Vine-
Brook before NNS contacted her for an interview. 

She said the city has seen a cycle of investors 
with no ties to the community buying up proper-
ties, resulting in negative rental experiences for 
residents. 

As investors move in,  
homeowners move out 

A series of reports produced in the last few 

years, like this one from the American Sociolog-
ical review, associate corporate investor-owned
rental properties with poorer maintenance, higher
health risks and higher eviction rates when com-
pared to those with local ownership. 

Homeowners traditionally were anchors of cen-
tral city blocks, but as corporate investors move
in, homeowners move out — often to the detriment
of the community, Winston said. 

“As we’ve lost homeowners, we see a lack of ci-
vility, the increase in crime …,” he said. “All types 
of craziness is the result that you don’t have those 
homeowners who were the anchor to block clubs.” 

Residents push for solutions 
Leaders like Winston are urging the city to do 

more to monitor property ownership in Milwaukee 
neighborhoods, such as establishing a rental hous-
ing registry. 

“Right now, they have no real way of knowing 
what’s going on,” he said. 

According to the mayor’s office, city of Milwau-
kee property data is the most effective means for 
the city to keep up with property owners because 
other measures have been pre-empted by state law. 

SHAC is working to establish co-ops and land 
trusts for homeowners. 

A co-op is a form of homeownership in which 
residents collectively own and control a housing 
unit, so expenses are split among all of the people 
who reside in that unit. 

Land trusts are nonprofit organizations governed
by a board of residents and public representatives
that provide community assets and shared equity
homeownership opportunities. 

Farmer, of the African American Roundtable,
said being civically engaged, reaching out to local
leadership often and organizing are things people
can do to strengthen communities. 

Community advocates like Gibson said they are
determined to fight the corporate takeover of Mil-
waukee’s neighborhoods. 

“As a result of losing physical community,
we’ve been losing community altogether,” said
Gibson, adding that there’s “power in numbers.
Once we start communicating with one another,
we can do something about it.” 

PrincessSafiya Byers is a Reporter for America corp
member working as a staff reporter at Milwaukee Neighbor-
hood News Service where she covers health, minority busi-
nesses, faith, jobs, housing and transportation. Milwaukee
Neighborhood News Service and the Milwaukee Journal Sen-
tinel received support from the Poynter Institute for this story
through funding from the Omidyar Network. The Poynter In-
stitute and Omidyar Network played no role in the reporting,
editing or presentation of this project. 

 

Renters concerned as Texas 
company buys up homes in 
majority Black MKE ‘hoods!
(continued from front page)

Homes in Milwaukee’s  
Sherman Park neighborhood.  
(Sue Vliet / Milwaukee  
Neighborhood News Service) 

“We are now in a market 
where the out-of-state inves-

tors are a big part of the inabil-
ity for African Americans and 

residents to buy because these 
guys have come in and bought 
the whole community whole-

sale...”  
Wayman Winston, former executive  

director of WHEDA
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Tuesday, March 19, through Saturday, 
March 30 
Weekdays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturdays 
& Sunday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.: 
• Zeidler Municipal Building 
• Capitol Drive Voting Center (south-
west corner of 60th St. and W. Capitol 
Dr.) 
• Zablocki Library 
Weekdays, 12 p.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.: 
• Washington Park Library 
• Tippecanoe Library 
• Good Hope Library 
Weekdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
• Milwaukee Area Technical College, 
downtown campus 
• UW-Milwaukee at the Student Union 
For more information, call 414-286-
3491 or visit MyVote.wi.gov 
*View your sample ballot at 
MyVote.wi.gov or 411Vote.org-Vote-
rInfo 

ELECTION WATCH 2024ELECTION WATCH 2024   
EARLY VOTINGEARLY VOTING

April 2 Spring Election (local nonparti-
san) and  U.S. Presidential Preference 
Primary

Who,What, 
Where,When 

COMING AND PAST HAPPENINGS IN  
AND OUTSIDE OF YOUR COMMUNITY!

Photographer 
Bill Tennessen 

gives ‘Gallery 
Talk’ about his 

‘Dynamic Range’ 
photos at MU’s 

Haggerty Art  
Museum

The Haggerty Art Museum, on the campus of Marquette University, recently hosted a 
‘Gallery Talk’ by local photographer and MU graduate Bill Tennessen about his exhibit 
of photos at the museum titled: ‘Dynamic Range: Photographs by Bill Tennessen.’ 
Bill talked (shown above right) about the 50 photos now on display—telling stories 
about some of them—that highlight Milwaukee’s Black community from the 1980s to 
the early 2000s. Bill is pictured (top photo) with Milwaukee Community Journal Associ-
ate Publisher Mikel Holt, and MCJ Editor Thomas Mitchell, Jr. who attended the talk. 
The exhibit runs until May 12. —Photo showing Bill addressing the audience was taken by 
Mikel Holt. The photos with Bill, Mikel and Thomas was taken by an audience member.

This summer, Mount Mary University has once 
again halved the cost of tuition and is offering de-
gree-seeking undergrad students the ability to live in 
the residence hall for free. 

Undergraduate per-credit summer tuition has been 
reduced nearly 50 percent, from $585 to $300 per 
credit 

hour. 
“Building on last year’s great success and record 

summer enrollment, we are again lowering tuition 
costs and offering free housing,” said Mount Mary 
president Dr. Isabelle Cherney.  

“This allows students to get ahead in their studies 
and stay connected with their friends while enjoying 
our beautiful campus.” 

“Offering undergraduates a reduced per credit hour 
summer rate encourages continued engagement with 
a lively on campus presence,” added Nicole Biddle, 
senior director of finance.  

“Class sizes are a bit smaller allowing students a 
special experience for a short period of time that is 
intended to be motivational as they continue their 
journey here at Mount Mary University.” 

Classes typically range from four to six weeks and 
meet more frequently than regular semester courses.  

A variety of in-person, remote and hybrid classes 
are offered.  

While both graduate and undergraduate classes 
are offered, the tuition and housing incentive applies 
only to 

undergraduate students. 
To view a listing of summer classes, visit 

mtmary.edu/summer. 

Photo courtesy of the 
Washington Informer

Mount Mary will once again 
offer reduced summer  
tuition and free housing
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L E G A L S / C L A S S I F I E D SL E G A L S / C L A S S I F I E D S
SUMMONS 

(PUBLICATION) 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY 

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001462 
In the matter of the name change of: 
JESUS OMAR ROMO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JESUS OMAR ROMO to: 
OMAR ROMO 
Birth Certificate: JESUS OMAR 
ROMO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. J.D.WATTS 
ROOM 414 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
APRIL 23, 2024, TIME 10:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-21-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. J.D.WATTS 
Circuit Court Judge 
190/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001351 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KEELAN MCCRAY-KING JOHNSON 
By (Petitioner) DIAMOND MARIE 
CHAPMAN 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: KEELAN MCCRAY-KING 
JOHNSON to: KEELAN KING CHAP-
MAN 
Birth Certificate: KEELAN MCCRAY-
KING JOHNSON 
 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 5, 2024, TIME 
10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-16-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
191/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001170 
In the matter of the name change of: 
JOCELYN KIRSTEN MONTENEGRO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JOCELYN KIRSTEN MONTE-
NEGRO to: JOCELYN KIRSTEN 
HELLAND 
Birth Certificate: JOCELYN KIRSTEN 
HELLAND 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDOLYN 
CONNOLLY BR. 44 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 29, 2024, TIME 
2:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-12-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CONNOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
187/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

            STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 

NAME CHANGE HEARING 
Case No. 24CV001120 

In the matter of the name change of: 
RYAN JAMES LAPLANT 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: RYAN JAMES LAPLANT TO: 
VIOLET JOAN LAPLANT 
Birth Certificate: RYAN JAMES LA-
PLANT 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. J.D. WATTS BR 
15 ROOM 414 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE: APRIL 2, 2024, TIME 3:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  2-9-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. J.D. WATTS 
Circuit Court Judge 
180/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV569 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ANDREAS DEMETRIUS NICKEL-
SON 
By (Petitioner) TAMARA NICHELLE 
TROTTER 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: ANDREAS DEMETRIUS 
NICKELSON to: ANTONIO DEMET-
RIUS ROBERT NICKELSON 
Birth Certificate: ANDREAS DEMET-
RIUS NICKELSON  
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE MARCH 19, 2024, TIME 9:15 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 1/19/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN Y YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
185/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001384 
In the matter of the name change of: 
SAHPREA RAYNE WILLIAMS 
By (Petitioner) TATYANNA S BURKS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: SAHPREA RAYNE WILLIAMS 
to: SAHPREA RAYNE BURKS 
Birth Certificate: SAHPREA RAYNE 
WILLIAMS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 4, 2024, TIME 9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2/19/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN Y YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
186/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001082 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KOURTNEY BURKS 
By (Petitioner) KOURTNEY BURKS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 

A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: KOURTNEY BURKS to: KAE 
COLEMAN 
Birth Certificate: KOURTNEY BURKS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 11, 2024, TIME 
9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 1-30-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
181/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001230 
In the matter of the name change of: 
GABRIELLE ELISA BECK 
By (Petitioner) GABRIELLE ELISA 
BECK 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: GABRIELLE ELISA BECK to: 
GABRIELLE ELISA STERNIG 
Birth Certificate: GABRIELLE ELISA 
BECK 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 22, 2024, TIME 
9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-14-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
182/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001168 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ALEXIS JANE DANIELS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: ALEXIS JANE DANIELS to: 
ALEXIS JANE ODASZ 
Birth Certificate: ALEXIS JANE DAN-
IELS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 18, 2024, TIME 
10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-12-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
183/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001395 
In the matter of the name change of: 
SYDNIE LOVETTA SMALL 
By (Petitioner) SYDNIE LOVETTA 
SMALL 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: SYDNIE LOVETTA SMALL to: 
SYDNIE LOVETTA PARKER 
Birth Certificate: SYDNIE LOVETTA 
SMALL 
 

IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 19, 2024, TIME 
9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-19-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
184/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001211 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ARISDELCY YOLTZY HERNANDEZ 
By (Petitioner) ARISDELCY YOLTZY 
HERNANDEZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: ARISDELCY YOLTZY HER-
NANDEZ to: ARISDELCY YOLTZY 
GOLPE 
Birth Certificate: ARISDELCY 
YOLTZY HERNANDEZ ROJAS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE MARCH 28, 2024, TIME 9:30 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-13-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
188/2-21-28/3-6 
-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2024CV001333 
In the matter of the name change of: BI-
ANCA KIM DAL PORTO 
By (Petitioner) BIANCA KIM DAL 
PORTO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: BIANCA KIM DAL PORTO to: 
BIANCA KIM RHEDER 
Birth Certificate: BIANCA-KIM 
RHEDER 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDOLYN 
CONNOLLY BR. 44 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE: APRIL 16, 2024, TIME 
9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-16-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CONNOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
189/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001484 
In the matter of the name change of: 
CHERYL ANN NAZARIO 
By (Petitioner) CHERYL ANN NA-
ZARIO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: CHERYL ANN NAZARIO to: 
CHERYL AMERICA NAZARIO 
Birth Certificate: CHERYL ANN 
ZINDA 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 

Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 25, 2024, TIME 
9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-21-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
196/2-28/3-6-13-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV000849 
In the matter of the name change of: 
SHAQUITA JEANETTE OFFICE 
By (Petitioner) SHAQUITA JEA-
NETTE OFFICE 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: SHAQUITA JEANETTE OF-
FICE to: SHAQUITA AQUAFINA 
GIBSON 
Birth Certificate: SHAQUITA JEA-
NETTE OFFICE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 18, 2024, TIME 9:30 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-1-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
193/2-28/3-6-13-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001509 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ALMA ROSA AVILA 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: ALMA ROSA AVILA to: AL-
MAROSA AVILA 
Birth Certificate: ALMA ROSA AVILA 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 19, 2024, TIME 10:00 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-22-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
194/2-28/3-6-13-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001654 
In the matter of the name change of: 
DECLAN SCOTT CROUCH 
By (Petitioner) DECLAN SCOTT 
CROUCH 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: DECLAN SCOTT CROUCH to: 
LUCY ROSE CROUCH 
Birth Certificate: DECLAN SCOTT 
CROUCH 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 4, 2024, TIME 9:00 A.M. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2/27/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001407 
In the matter of the name change of: 
CAROLYN MERROW GLIME 
By (Petitioner) CAROLYN MERROW 
GLIME 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: CAROLYN MERROW GLIME 
to: CAROLYN MARGRET MERROW  
Birth Certificate: CAROLYN MAR-
GRET MERROW  
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 4, 2024, TIME 
2:45 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-20-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
198/2-28/3-6-13-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001344 
In the matter of the name change of: 
DAMON MATTHEW COLE 
By (Petitioner) SHAUN D PAULSON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: DAMON MATTHEW COLE to: 
DAMON MATTHEW COLE-PAUL-
SON 
Birth Certificate: DAMON MATTHEW 
COLE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 27, 2024, TIME 
3:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-16-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
199/2-28/3-6-13-2024 
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SUMMONS 

(PUBLICATION) 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY 

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV000890 
In the matter of the name change of: 
DEONTAE DUPREE MAYFIELD 
By (Petitioner) DEONTAE DUPREE 
MAYFIELD 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: DEONTAE DUPREE MAY-
FIELD to: NAV’JOUR DOMONIQUE 
PEREZ 
Birth Certificate: DEONTAE DUPREE 
MAYFIELD 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 15, 2024, TIME 
9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-2-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
195/2-21-28/3-6-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001325 
In the matter of the name change of: 
JAYDEN  HAGEN SOTO 
By (Petitioner) JAYDEN  HAGEN 
SOTO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JAYDEN  HAGEN SOTO to: 
JAYDEN JOSEPH HAGEN  
Birth Certificate: JAYDEN  HAGEN 
SOTO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY RM 401 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 5, 2024, TIME 10:00 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2/16/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
205/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV891 
In the matter of the name change of: 
SIR-CHASE ROMELO BURNSIDE 
By (Petitioner) RICCO JEROME PAY-
TON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: SIR-CHASE ROMELO BURN-
SIDE to: FERNANDO SIR-CHASE 
PAYTON 
Birth Certificate: SIR-CHASE 
ROMELO BURNSIDE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. J.D.WATTS 
ROOM 414 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
APRIL 16, 2024, TIME 10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-19-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. J.D.WATTS 
Circuit Court Judge 
206/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001792 
In the matter of the name change of: 
BASTHY  LOMELI BLANCO 
By (Petitioner) BASTHY  LOMELI 
BLANCO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: BASTHY  LOMELI BLANCO 
to: BASTHY BLANCO 
Birth Certificate: BASTHY  LOMELI 
BLANCO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 3, 2024, TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3/1/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
203/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001793 
In the matter of the name change of: VI-
ANNEY  LOMELI BLANCO 
By (Petitioner) VIANNEY  LOMELI 
BLANCO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: VIANNEY  LOMELI BLANCO 
to: VIANNEY BLANCO 
Birth Certificate: VIANNEY  LOMELI 
BLANCO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 3, 2024, TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3/1/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
204/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001798 
In the matter of the name change of: 
THEODORE ALEX PROTASIEWICZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: THEODORE ALEX PROTASIE-
WICZ to: THEODORE DINUCCI 
Birth Certificate: THEODORE ALEX 
PROTASIEWICZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 11, 2024, TIME 3:00 
P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-1-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
208/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

           STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001777 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KARI ANN GODOWSKI 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: KARI ANN GODOWSKI TO: 

KARI ANN BLUE 
Birth Certificate: KARI ANN GO-
DOWSKI 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID BO-
ROWSKI PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233  
DATE: APRIL 11, 2024, TIME 2:00 
P.M.  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  3-1-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
Circuit Court Judge 
207/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001837 
In the matter of the name change of: 
TRENICA LYNN JAMES 
By (Petitioner) TRENICA LYNN 
JAMES 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: TRENICA LYNN JAMES to: 
TRENICA LYNN ROBINSON 
Birth Certificate: TRENICA LYNN 
ROBINSON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE MAY 10, 2024, TIME 10:30 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-4-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
212/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS  
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
DIVORCE – 40101 
Case No. 23FA6826 

In Re: The marriage of Petitioner: 
ODESHANDEL GARNER and JONA-
THAN E GARNER 
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO 
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE AS 
RESPONDENT: 
You are notified that the petitioner 
named above has filed a Petition for di-
vorce or legal separation against you. 
 
You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition within 
40 days from the day after the first day 
of publication. 
 
The demand must be sent or delivered 
to the court at: Clerk of Court, Milwau-
kee County Courthouse 901 N 9th St 
Milwaukee WI 53233 and to ODES-
HANDEL GARNER 7066 N 55th St 
Milwaukee WI 53223 
 
It is recommended, but not required that 
you have an attorney help or represent 
you. 
 
If you do not demand a copy of the Peti-
tion within 40 days, the court may grant 
judgment against you for the award of 
money or other legal action requested in 
the Petition, and you may lose your 
right to object to anything that is or may 
be incorrect in the Petition. 
 
A judgment may be enforced as pro-
vided by law. A judgment awarding 
money may become a lien against any 
real estate you own now or in the future 
and may also be enforced by garnish-
ment or seizure of property. 
 
You are further notified that if the 
parties to this action have minor chil-
dren, violation of 948.31 Wis. Stats., 
(Interference with custody by parent or 
others) is punishable by fines and/or im-
prisonment: 
 
If you and the petitioner have minor 
children, documents setting forth the 
percentage standard for child support 
established by the department under 
49.22(9), Wis. Stats., and the factors 
that a court may consider for modifica-
tion of that standard under 767.511 
(1m).  Wis Stats. are available upon 
your request from the Clerk of Court. 
 
You are notified of the availability of in-

formation from the Circuit Court Com-
missioner as set forth in 767.105 Wis. 
Stats. 
 
767.105 Information from Circuit Court 
Commissioner. 
 
(2) Upon the request of a party to an ac-
tion affecting the family, including a re-
vision of judgment or order under sec. 
767.59 or 767.451: 
(a) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall, with or without charge, provide 
the party with written information on 
the following, as appropriate to the ac-
tion commenced: 
1. The procedure for obtaining a judg-
ment or order in the action. 
2. The major issues usually addressed in 
such an action. 
3. Community resources and family 
court counseling services available to 
assist the parties. 
4. The procedure for setting, modifying, 
and enforcing child support awards, or 
modifying and enforcing legal custody 
or physical placement judgments or or-
ders. 
(b) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall provide a party, for inspection or 
purchase, with a copy of the statutory 
provisions in this chapter generally per-
tinent to the action. 
 
Date: 2-21-2024 
BY: ODESHANDEL GARNER 
210/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001540 
In the matter of the name change of: 
MADELINE RAE SAMZ 
By (Petitioner) MADELINE RAE 
SAMZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: MADELINE RAE SAMZ to: 
SAMUEL RAY SAMZ 
Birth Certificate: MADELINE RAE 
SAMZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 19, 2024, TIME 10:30 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-23-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
213/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001680 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KYRIE LASHAWN STEED 
By (Petitioner) TANECIA SHANIA 
CLAYTON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: KYRIE LASHAWN STEED to: 
KYRIE LASHAWN HOWARD 
Birth Certificate: KYRIE LASHAWN 
STEED 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 2, 2024, TIME 
2:15 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-28-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
216/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001921 
In the matter of the name change of: 
LYDIA ESMERALDA PETERSON 
BY (Petitioner) CHARLIE ASTORIA 
STEPHENS 
By (Co-Petitioner) EVAN HONOR PE-

TERSON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: LYDIA ESMERALDA PETER-
SON to: LYDIA ESMERALDA 
STEPHENS 
Birth Certificate: LYDIA ESM-
ERALDA PETERSON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 25, 2024, TIME 
2:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3-6-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
214/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001615 
In the matter of the name change of: 
MILES FELIX LUCAS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: MILES FELIX LUCAS to: 
HEATHER PHOENIX LUCAS 
Birth Certificate: HEATHER MAC-
KENZIE LUCAS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MAY 15, 2024, TIME 
9:45 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-25-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
217/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001580 
In the matter of the name change of: 
JERAMIE MICHAEL KOSITZKE 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JERAMIE MICHAEL KO-
SITZKE to: JEREMY MICHAEL 
JAMES 
Birth Certificate: JERAMIE MICHAEL 
KOSITZKE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE APRIL 1, 2024, TIME 
10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-23-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
201/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2024CV001767 
In the matter of the name change of: 
LUZ GIANNINA  VALLE LUCENA 
By (Petitioner) JOSE LUIS  VALLE 
SOLLANO 
By (Co-Petitioner) DYNAMIC  
LUCENA BENITEZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: LUZ GIANNINA  VALLE 

LUCENA to: LUZ MICHELLE  
VALLE LUCENA 
Birth Certificate: LUZ GIANNINA  
VALLE LUCENA 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. BRITTANY 
GRAYSON ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE MARCH 29, 2024, TIME 
9:30 9.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2-29-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. BRITTANY GRAYSON 
Circuit Court Judge 
200/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001886 
In the matter of the name change of: 
NGUYEN DINH KHANG TRAN 
By (Petitioner) JOHN TRAN 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: NGUYEN DINH KHANG 
TRAN to: JASON TRAN 
Birth Certificate: KHANG DINH 
TRAN NGUYEN 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG 
BR 47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
APRIL 22, 2024, TIME 10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 3/5/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
215/3-6-13-20-2024 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001119 
In the matter of the name change of: 
NAIRA MARIA FONVILLE LASKER 
By (Petitioner) NATASHA RENA 
FONVILLE 
 By (Co-Petitioner) TRAVIS DE-
SHAWN LASKER 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: NAIRA MARIA FONVILLE 
LASKER to: NAIRA MARIA FON-
VILLE  
Birth Certificate: NAIRA MARIA 
FONVILLE  
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE APRIL 25, 2024, TIME 9:30 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 2/9/2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
202/3-6-13-20-2024 
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Last month As-
sembly lawmakers 
approved a biparti-
san bill to create a 
task force on mis-
sing and murdered 
African American 
women and girls. 

Despite strong bipartisan As-
sembly support, it’s unlikely the 
proposal will get a vote during the 
Senate’s final floor session this 
month. The bill has not yet re-
ceived a Senate committee hear-
ing, and Sen. Duey Stroebel, 
R-Saukville, who chairs the com-
mittee overseeing the legislation, 
told Wisconsin Watch he won’t 
schedule a hearing on the pro-
posal. 

The bill 
The legislation would require 

Democratic Attorney General Josh 
Kaul to establish the committee 
within 45 days of the proposal be-
coming law. The task force would 
consist of 17 members, including 
lawmakers, law enforcement offi-
cials, a county coroner and repre-
sentatives from advocacy groups. 

The committee would be re-
quired to make policy recommen-
dations to improve the safety of 
African American women and 
girls in the state by December 
2024. 

The task force is similar to the 
state Department of Justice’s Mis-
sing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women Task Force, which Kaul 
created in July 2020. 

Why watch?  
In 2022 there were almost 

98,000 cases of Black women and 
girls reported missing, according 
to data from the National Crime 

Information Center. There were 
153,000 cases of white women 
and girls being reported missing in 
the same year. That comes as 
Black women make up just 12.5% 
of American women, according to 
U.S. Census Bureau estimates. 
White women represent 60.7% of 
American women. 

At the same time, there is a 
growing wariness among Repub-
lican lawmakers and conservative 
activists about government pro-
grams designed to help one par-
ticular racial group. 

What do supporters say?  
Rep. Shelia Stubbs, D-Madison, 

the bill’s lead author, said the task 
force is necessary “to protect our 
communities and to reduce and 
heal gender-based violence in our 
state.” 

“Violence is an issue that im-
pacts every woman and girl of all 
racial backgrounds,” she said on 
the Assembly floor before the bill 
passed by a voice vote last month. 
“But it’s harming and it’s killing 
our black women and girls at the 
highest rate.” 

Her comments were echoed by 
Rep. Michael Schraa, R-Oshkosh, 
another lead sponsor on the bill. 
While speaking on the floor, he 
expressed disgust with the legis-
lative process, noting “that one 

person or one senator or one lob-
byist can kill or gut a bill that we 
worked our tails off on.” 

“There’s no reason that this 
should be killed in the other 
chamber,” he said, expressing 
further frustration that it happened 
without GOP senators providing a 
reason. 

“These victims deserve to walk 
in this Capitol and have their 
stories told,” Stubbs told Wiscon-
sin Watch in an interview. She also 
questioned why the bill was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on 
Government Operations, rather 
than the Senate Committee on Ju-
diciary and Public Safety, where 
other legislation related to human 
trafficking has been referred. 

What do opponents say? 
Stroebel said “the premise on 

which (the bill) was brought for-
ward omits critical context regard-
ing crime victimization.” He noted 
that of the 204 missing persons in 
Wisconsin listed on the National 
Missing and Identified Persons 
System, the majority are men. 

“I believe that every person who 
is missing or murdered deserves 
equal justice under the law,” Stroe-
bel said in a statement. “I have a 
difficult time legislating in a way 
that allows government to prior-
itize justice based on a victim’s 

race 
or gender. 
However well-intentioned the au-
thors of (the proposal) may be in 
their efforts, I simply do not sup-
port advancing legislation to 
create a state government task 
force focused on only one facet of 
a much broader societal problem.” 

Stroebel also noted that the at-
torney general has the authority to 
establish a task force without the 
Legislature, as he did with the 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women Task Force. 

State of play 
A spokesperson for Senate Ma-

jority Leader Devin LeMahieu, R-
Oostburg, said the Senate can’t 
take up the legislation until the bill 
has had a public hearing and com-
mittee vote. The Senate is ex-
pected to meet for the final time 
this session later this month. 

Jack Kelly joined Wisconsin 
Watch in August 2023 as a state-
house reporter. He previously was 
a Wisconsin Watch contributing 
reporter on judicial and environ-
mental issues and covered the 
statehouse for the Capital Times. 
He has a bachelor’s degree from 
UW-Madison and a master’s de-
gree from Northwestern Univer-
sity’s Medill School of Journalism. 

 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

           STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 24CV001777 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KAMARIONE FANTAJA-TYJUANE 
MOORE-FRAZIER 
By (Petitioner) KAMARIONE FAN-
TAJA-TYJUANE MOORE-FRAZIER 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: KAMARIONE FANTAJA-TY-
JUANE MOORE-FRAZIER TO: 
MONTAE EDWARDS 
Birth Certificate: KAMARIONE FAN-
TAJA-TYJUANE MOORE-FRAZIER 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID BO-
ROWSKI PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233  
DATE: APRIL 29, 2024, TIME 10:30 
A.M.  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  3-5-2024 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
Circuit Court Judge 
209/3-6-13-20-2024

Senator blocks task force on  
missing and murdered African 
American women and girls 
By Jack Kelly / Wisconsin Watch

“Violence is an issue that impacts every woman and girl of 
all racial backgrounds,” she said on the Assembly floor be-
fore the bill passed by a voice vote last month. “But it’s 
harming and it’s killing our black women and girls at the 
highest rate.” — Rep. Shelia Stubbs, D-Madison, the bill’s lead author 

Sen. Duey Stroebel, R-
Saukville, who chairs 
the committee oversee-
ing Stubbs’ legislation

Editor’s note: This story 
was updated to note that Ro-
salie Hurley died shortly be-
fore its publication. 

Dale Huhnke 
searched the web last 
spring for someone at 
Cedarhurst Senior 
Living who he hadn’t 
already begged for an-
swers.  

He had a simple question: Could 
his 88-year-old mom stay in the Ve-
rona, Wisconsin, assisted living com-
munity once Medicaid began paying 
her bill?  

Then he clicked on the Washington 

Post’s report that Cedarhurst’s Mad-
ison facility had recently ousted its 
Medicaid residents. 

“That’s when everything just sud-
denly became very clear,” Huhnke 
said. 

After two years of paying out of 
pocket, his mother — who asked that 
Wisconsin Watch not use her name 
due to privacy concerns — was 
poised to exhaust her life savings 
within 10 months. That would leave 
Medicaid, the joint state and federal 
aid program, as her only payment op-
tion.  

Cedarhurst would likely serve the 
woman with a 30-day relocation no-
tice ahead of that transition, state ex-
perts in long-term care told Huhnke. 
With no funds to continue private 
pay, her options near family would 
shrink or disappear. 

Huhnke vowed to move her before 
any of that happened. 

“I was just consumed with it. I did 
nothing else for three days,” he said. 
“Because at that point, I was like, 
‘I’ve got to get her out of there.’” 

Some seniors choose assisted liv-
ing while seeking more independ-
ence and a less institutionalized 
setting than traditional nursing 
homes. But Huhnke’s housing scram-
ble illustrates a potential downside: 
fewer protections for residents tran-
sitioning to Medicaid. 

Federal law bans nursing homes 

Wisconsin seniors face  
housing upheaval as assisted 
living homes reject Medicaid! 

Assisted living  
promises more  
independence than 
nursing homes, but it 
carries risks: fewer 
protections for  
seniors who run out 
of savings
By Addie Costello, 
courtesy of Wisconsin 
Watch and WPR 

(continued on page 8)
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from ousting residents due to a Medicaid transition — if 
the facility accepted Medicaid when they moved in. 
That’s not the case for assisted living facilities. 

Wisconsinites may increasingly face such challenges 
as the state’s population skews older. The issue also af-
fects younger adults with disabilities enrolled in assisted 
living facilities.  

More independence,  
fewer housing protections  

Over the last two decades, Wisconsin expanded Medi-
caid coverage beyond nursing homes. Today, elderly 
people or adults with disabilities can access alternatives, 
like assisted living, unless they need medical services 
only nursing homes can provide. 

Over 90% of Wisconsin Medicaid recipients received 
long-term care outside of institutional settings, like nurs-
ing homes, according to an analysis of 2020 data by KFF, 
a health policy research firm.  

The state and federal governments save money when 
Medicaid-eligible seniors choose assisted living instead 
of a nursing home. But that choice comes with vulner-
ability. 

At least four Wisconsin assisted living facilities relo-
cated residents who required Medicaid assistance be-
tween 2022 and 2023, according to reporting from WPR 
and the Washington Post.  

Once relocated, seniors struggle to find alternatives. 
Many Medicaid-accepting facilities require private pay 
for years before they consider accepting government pay-
ments.   

The state health department and Legislature are pursu-
ing piecemeal changes to alleviate barriers to care. They 
include using temporary funds to raise Medicaid reim-
bursement rates to facilities. But experts say broader 
changes are needed to protect access.  

Medicaid reliance  
limits options 

Huhnke’s journey to find housing for his mom started 
in 2021, when his dad needed memory care, specialized 
housing for people with Alzheimer’s or dementia. Instead 
of staying in their apartment alone, Huhnke’s mom 
wanted to live in the assisted living wing of her husband’s 
facility.  

They had plenty of options. 
Huhnke’s dad typically worked two to three jobs his 

whole career, with his mom doing part-time work. Their 

savings covered the cost of around two years of care. A 
year of assisted living in Wisconsin costs more than 
$60,000 on average, according to estimates by Senior 
Living. 

Huhnke checked each facility’s food offerings and so-
cial calendars and observed how comfortable residents 
seemed outside of their rooms. 

The family picked Willow Pointe, which Cedarhurst 
bought in 2021. 

“It was just wonderful,” he said. “The food was won-
derful.” 

Huhnke knew his parents would eventually rely on 
Medicaid.  

Willow Pointe officials assured Huhnke they would 
later accept Medicaid payments as long as they first paid 
privately. Even during the facility’s sale, they told 
Huhnke in writing that Cedarhurst would later take Med-
icaid.  

It initially did. Huhnke’s father transitioned to Medi-
caid before dying in August 2022.  

But as Huhnke’s mom neared Medicaid eligibility 
months later, he discovered she needed to leave.  

Cedarhurst in Verona did not respond to Wisconsin 
Watch’s requests for comment, but a spokesperson told 
the Washington Post in 2023 that the company stopped 
accepting Medicaid at its Madison facility because ben-
eficiaries required more medical care than staff could pro-
vide. 

The Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) of 
Dane County identified just three communities for 
Huhnke and his mom to tour ahead of a Cedarhurst 
ouster.  

In Dane County, at least 119 apartment and larger com-
munity-based assisted living facilities accept state-funded 
payments, but nearly 60% require at least some amount 
of private pay first, the ADRC found in its latest survey.   

Medicaid payments lag  
behind care costs 

Wisconsin is not the only state where facilities that ac-
cept Medicaid require initial private pay. 

The reason? Simple economics.   
Medicaid reimbursements lag far behind the cost of 

care. Requiring initial private pay helps facilities know 
how many Medicaid recipients they can afford to accept, 
said Mike Pochowski, president and CEO of the Wiscon-
sin Assisted Living Association. 

Assisted living facilities on average pay caregivers be-
tween $17 and $20 an hour. State reimbursements assume 
caregivers make just $13 an hour, Pochowski said, adding 
that low rates have forced some facilities to close.  

Some critics argue that accepting Medicaid only after 
out-of-pocket pay violates federal law.   

“If you’re taking Medicaid, you have to take Medicaid. 
You can’t put the screws to people who are eligible for 
Medicaid,” said Eric Carlson, director of long-term serv-
ices and support advocacy with the legal nonprofit Justice 
in Aging. “And that’s not conditional on people paying 
you thousands of dollars ahead of time.” 

Sometimes verbal agreements are broken once the 
Medicaid transition begins. That can happen when a staff 
member makes promises without authority or leaves for 
a new job, said Kim Marheine, Wisconsin’s state long-

term care ombudsman. 
Even some written promises don’t prevent relocations, 

such as when a facility is sold or cancels its Medicaid 
contract, Marheine said.  

“My question to legislators is,” Huhnke said, “How is 
this legal?”  

In nursing homes, it isn’t. 
Federal law prevents nursing homes from removing 

residents due to a Medicaid transition. Even nursing 
homes that cancel Medicaid contracts must accept reim-
bursements for residents enrolled before the change. 

The lack of similar protections at assisted living homes 
“needs a policy fix,” Carlson said. 

Assisted living relocation  
was disruptive  

Rosalie Hurley, who died on Feb. 27 at age 88, relied 
on Medicaid after draining her savings to pay for memory 
care at Emerald Bay Retirement Community in Hobart, 
Wisconsin.  

Her relocation notice arrived last year as the facility 
ended its Medicaid contract.   

Hurley’s daughter, Helen Johnson, halted her vacation 
in Florida when she heard the news. She called at least 
15 assisted living facilities in search of a backup. Most 
turned her away because of private-pay requirements, 
Johnson recalled. 

“It’s just a stressful situation all the way around,” 
Johnson said, “wondering if you are making the right 
decision and how she’s going to do when we get her 
there.” 

The sudden need to move upset and confused Hurley, 
who had dementia, Johnson said. She assumed she was 
returning to her old house. 

Emerald Bay did not respond to a request to comment 
for this story. But it previously cited increasing labor 
costs and inflation in explaining its Medicaid cancella-
tion. 

Wisconsin officials explore  
potential solutions 

The state Department of Health Services wants to use 
federal pandemic funds to increase Medicaid reimburse-
ments, bringing rates closer to the cost of care. 

The plan, which requires legislative approval, would 
also give the state more control over how much money 
flows to assisted living providers.  

The state doesn’t reimburse providers directly. It pays 
managed care organizations, which negotiate rates with 
providers, aiming to limit costs. Wisconsin’s four MCOs 
later pay providers.   

The state currently lacks a say over how much MCOs 
pay providers for assisted living. The health department 
proposal would send MCOs more money for negotiations 
with providers and set a minimum reimbursement rate —
 as has been done for nursing homes.  

States must finish spending all pandemic funds by the 
end of 2026. That means Wisconsin would need to find 
other funds for future minimum reimbursements. That 
cost will grow as the population further ages, said Rene 
Eastman, vice president of financial and regulatory serv-
ices at LeadingAge Wisconsin. 

Advocates say the minimum fees won’t fully alleviate 
barriers to care, but they should make it more affordable 

for providers to serve Medicaid recipients.  
The state health department has yet to file its request

for approval to the Republican-controlled Joint Finance
Committee, according to the Legislature’s website. 

The department expects to implement the proposal by
July, a spokesperson told Wisconsin Watch and WPR. 

The health department in 2022 used pandemic funds to
boost reimbursement rates by 5%. That increase runs out
in March. 

Separately, proposed legislation would require com-
munity-based assisted living facilities with five or more
residents to give more notice before a Medicaid-related
relocation — extending the timeline from 30 to 60 days. 

“It’s pretty downright cruel. So hopefully, we can at
least get this done,” said state Sen. Robert Cowles, R-
Green Bay, who introduced the bill following the forced
transfers of some of his constituents. 

The Senate passed the bill in January. The Assembly
didn’t take it up before adjourning last week for the rest
of the session.  

Assisted living residents have some state protections
when providers stop accepting Medicaid. Facilities with
five or more residents who live in a community setting
must help arrange care elsewhere before discharging res-
idents, even if it takes longer than 30 days. 

Those protections don’t apply to seniors in smaller,
home-based care settings or apartment-style assisted liv-
ing facilities. They also don’t apply to relocations of less
than five residents or 5% of a facility’s population.  

Assisted living facilities  
face caregiver shortage 

Meanwhile, Wisconsin is addressing a caregiver short-
age that’s pushing up assisted living costs. 

That included expanding the WisCaregiver initiative in
2022, which connects people with certified nursing jobs
and incentives for pursuing careers in the field.  

“There’s no real magic bullet in terms of this will fix
the caregiver crisis. It’s all incremental steps,” Pochowski
said. 

Have other states found broad solutions to housing
challenges for Medicaid recipients? That’s unclear. Med-
icaid policies vary between states, and a lack of quality
data hinders efforts to analyze different approaches, said
Alice Burns, associate director of KFF’s Program on
Medicaid and the Uninsured.  

Facing limited options, Huhnke got lucky in searching
for housing for his mom. They found a facility just three
days after discovering she needed to leave the old one. 

In February she transitioned to Medicaid. 
“Our prayers were answered, and we found a great

community and worked out a deal with limited funding,”
Huhnke said. 

The nonprofit Wisconsin Watch (www.Wisconsin-
Watch.org) collaborates with WPR, PBS Wisconsin, other
news media and the University of Wisconsin-Madison
School of Journalism and Mass Communication. All
works created, published, posted or disseminated by Wis-
consin Watch do not necessarily reflect the views or opin-
ions of UW-Madison or any of its affiliates. 

This story was produced as part of the NEW (Northeast
Wisconsin) News Lab, a consortium of six news outlets.
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