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Pick ‘n Save Assists with Walgreens Closure (Pg. 3)Pick ‘n Save Assists with Walgreens Closure (Pg. 3)

The Milwaukee Com-
mon Council recently 
adopted the findings and 
recommendations of a re-
cent disparity study, 
which found a significant 
underutilization of minor-
ity-and women-owned 
businesses in city con-
tracts. 

Over the past six years, 15th dis-
trict Ald. Russell Stamper II has 
been advocating for the creation of 
this study.  

In 2017, he sponsored an amend-
ment to the budget, allocating 
$500,000 towards the future study. 
An additional 2018 budget amend-
ment allocated an additional 
$500,000 towards it, bringing the 
total sum up to $1 million. It passed 12-3 in the Com-
mon Council. 

In 2021, after receiving numerous bids, the city chose 
to contract the Atlanta-based Griffin & Strong P.C. firm. 

Through analyzing the allocation of $1,113,764,154 
worth of city contracts in relation to relevant estimates 
of business-ownership from 2015-2019, Griffin & 
Strong statistically identified several disparities in city 
contracting practices.  

They listed several recommendations to remedy these 
disparities. Such recommendations include setting in-
ternal goals for contracting minority or women-owned 
businesses, and making some contracts specific to 
small-businesses. They also proposed stricter monitor-
ing of contract compliance to increase the effectiveness 
of current bid preference programs. 

The 288-page study was first introduced during a 
Community and Economic Development Committee 
special meeting on Nov. 27.  

“You’re not setting goals that need to be met nec-
essarily by your prime contractors, but you’re encour-
aging inclusion, you’re encouraging participation, 

knowing what the availability is,” David Maher, legal
partner of Griffin & Strong, explained to the commit-
tee. 

After discussing for 2.5 hours, they voted 4-0 for the
findings to be considered by the Common Council, with
Ald. Stamper, Rainey, Pratt and Taylor voting. 

The study “shows the lopsidedness and the disparity
in Milwaukee,” Alderman Stamper said during Tues-
day’s Common Council meeting. “We have an opportu-
nity to make it equitable and provide equal opportunity
for all in the City of Milwaukee.” 

Aldermen Question Recommendation 
Ald. Scott Spiker introduced an amendment to re-

move recommendation six from the motion. The rec-
ommendation addresses raising the apprenticeship
requirement threshold.  

Currently, companies must have an apprenticeship
program to be considered for city construction contracts
exceeding $100,000. It proposes raising this threshold
to $1,000,000. The study argued this threshold had pre-
viously been a barrier for small businesses.  

Spiker noted that the motion states: “the city is com-
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She needed a Black Santa. The 
search took almost two years, but 
eventually, a mutual friend intro-
duced Butler-Coleman to Kelvin 

Douglas, an educator in the state and 
a perfect candidate to don the big red 
suit and play the part.  

Back in 2017, a little boy in Texas 

wanted to have his picture taken with 
Santa.  

However, the little boy’s mother, 
Magan Butler-Coleman, wanted the 
Santa in question to look like her 
son.  

She needed a Black Santa. The 
search took almost two years, but 
eventually, a mutual friend intro-
duced Butler-Coleman to Kelvin 
Douglas, an educator in the state and 
a perfect candidate to don the big red 
suit and play the part.  

Douglas agreed — and the whole 
experience went off without a hitch 

for the delighted youngster.  
It was such a hit that Butler-Cole-

man was inspired to do more, and, as 
Douglas recently told theGrio, “Next 
thing you know, it became a busi-
ness.” 

“We were all surprised by the level 
of interest,” Butler-Coleman noted. 
“I knew we had something.” 

Since the Black Santa Houston 
launched in 2019, Douglas has gone 
on to re-create that experience for 
countless Black children throughout 
the country.  
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City study finds  
disparities in  
Milwaukee contracts

“(The study) shows the lopsidedness 
and the disparity in Milwaukee (in the 
issuance of contracts)...We have an 
opportunity to make it equitable and 
provide equal opportunity for all in the 
city of Milwaukee.”—Ald. Russell Stamper dur-
ing a recenty council meeting (pictured above)  

(continued on page 2)

THE SIGnIFICAnCE 
OF BLACK SAnTA 

The Black Santa Houston discusses 
why representation matters, especially 
during the holiday season! 
By Kay Wicker

Back in 2017, a little boy in Texas wanted to have 
his picture taken with Santa. However, the little boy’s 
mother, Magan Butler-Coleman, wanted the Santa in 
question to look like her son. 

(continued on page 4)

Five years ago, Kelvin Doug-
las answered the call to play 
Santa for a family, and the rest 
was history. (Photo courtesy 
of The Black Santa Houston)

Mayor Johnson helps 
Deltas spread some 
Christmas cheer  
to the community! 
Milwaukee Mayor Cavalier Johnson helped the 
‘Delta D.E.A.R.S’ of the Milwaukee Alumnae Chap-
ter Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. during the so-
rority’s community service project: Christmas gift 
wrapping, recently. The event took place in the 
gym of Northcott Neighborhood House. The so-
rority had responded to a request from Northcott 
Executive Director Tony Kearney to help assist 
with the gift wrapping. Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Inc. is an organization of college educated profes-
sional Black women, founded in 1913 on the cam-
pus of Howard University. It is a public service 
organization where service is its primary mission. 
—Photos by Yvonne Kemp 

MHSI gives away 
food for the holidays 
Milwaukee Health Services, Inc. (MHSI) recently 
held its eighth annual holiday dinner giveaway, cour-
tesy of iCare. The event was MHSI’s way of helping 
Black city residents get nutritious groceries for the 
holiday season. The giveaway was held at the Isaac 
Coggs Heritage Health Center, 8200 W. Silver Spring 
Dr. Feeding America reports that nearly 520,000 
Wisconsinites don’t know where their next meal is 
coming from. In the state, 1 in 11 people face 
hunger. —Photos by Yvonne Kemp



mitted to implementing all recommendations of the 
2023 Disparity Study.” Because of this, he expressed 
caution about endorsing the recommendation, saying, 
“As of now, I do not want to be on record. And I think 
my union-friendly colleagues wouldn’t want to be on 
record as saying they endorse a recommendation to raise 
the apprenticeship threshold until there’s been a full dis-
cussion of what the right number would be or whether 
this is a move we should take.” He continued to support 
the overall study, framing his proposal as a “quasi-

friendly amendment.” 
Ald. Marina Dimitrijevic questioned this recommen-

dation as well, saying, “It kind of sounds like the ap-
prenticeship program is being paired with being seen as 
a barrier, when also I think in general, apprenticeship 
programs are so important and a gateway in really add-
ing to all types of diversity getting in.” 

Ald. JoCasta Zamarripa also voiced her opinion, say-
ing, “I support this study, but have concerns about 
number 6.” She is a voting member of the Community 
and Economic Development committee, but was absent 
during the committee’s vote to consider the study. She 
said that labor groups have expressed concerns to the 
committee focused on recommendation six.  

Ald. Stamper continued defending his original mo-
tion, explaining, “Today’s vote is for recommendation. 
Laws still have to be written, departments still have to 
put them together, and throughout that process, all al-
dermen are welcome, particularly anyone who has con-
cerns or questions.”  

Stamper was joined by Ald. Robert Bauman, who said 
Spiker’s amendment was “symbolism more than sub-
stance.” 

Spiker’s amendment failed 6-9. The original motion 
was passed 13-1, which adopted the findings and rec-
ommendations of the study. Zamarripa voted no and 
Stamper abstained. 

Previous Milwaukee Disparity Study 
The City of Milwaukee had already attempted a sim-

ilar study in 2010. The D. Wilson Consulting Group 
study also had claimed a statistically significant dispar-
ity in the city’s contracting of minority or women-
owned companies. 

However, ordinances implemented from the study’s 
recommendations were challenged in a 2013 lawsuit by 
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Wisconsin and 
the American Indian Chamber of Commerce.  

The court ruled that the study was statistically invalid, 
causing the city to suspend race or gender-conscious 
programs. The new study claims it supports “a basis to 
introduce race and gender conscious remedies or pol-
icies toward that goal.” 

Additional Study Findings 
The study included many additional data findings re-

lated to Milwaukee City contracts. The study noted that 
the city has had a history of delayed payments to con-
tractors. According to the study, 12.5% of companies re-
ported waiting as long as 89 days to receive payment, 
while 1.6% reported waiting more than 120 days. This 
is despite the City of Milwaukee having a 30-day 

prompt pay act. 
When Griffin & Strong asked local contractors if 

“they believe there is an informal network of prime and 
subcontractors doing business with the city that monop-
olizes the public contracting process,” 67.3% of overall 
respondents said yes. 
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The Biden-Harris Administration 
recently announced the approval of 
an additional $4.8 billion in student 
loan debt relief for 80,300 bor-
rowers.  

These discharges stem from fixes 
made by the U.S. Department of 
Education to income-driven repay-
ment (IDR) forgiveness and Public 
Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF). 

Today's announcement brings the 
total approved debt cancellation by 
the Biden-Harris Administration to 
nearly $132 billion 
for more than 3.6 
million Americans. 

“Before President 
Biden took office, it 
was virtually im-
possible for eligible 
borrowers to access 
the student debt re-
lief they rightfully 
earned,” said U.S. 
Secretary of Educa-
tion Miguel Car-
dona.  

“The data re-
leased today once 
again make clear 
that the Biden-Har-
ris Administration’s 
relentless efforts to 
fix the broken stu-
dent loan system 
are paying off in a 
big way, with more 
than 3.6 million 
borrowers now ap-
proved for nearly 
$132 billion in loan forgiveness.  

“This level of debt relief is unpar-
alleled and we have no intention of 
slowing down.” 

Today’s debt relief approvals are 
in two categories: 

$2.2 billion for nearly 46,000 bor-
rowers through fixes to IDR that will 
provide borrowers with an accurate 
count of progress toward forgiveness 
and address longstanding concerns 
with misuse of forbearance.  

Including these most recent  
numbers, the Biden-Harris Admin-
istration has now approved almost 
$44 billion in IDR relief for nearly 
901,000 borrowers. 

$2.6 billion for 34,400 borrowers 
through PSLF. This includes bor-
rowers who have benefited through 
the limited PSLF waiver and ongo-
ing regulatory improvements to the 
programs.  

This brings total relief through 
PSLF up to $53.5 billion for almost 
750,000 borrowers since October 
2021.  

By contrast, only about 7,000 bor-
rowers had received forgiveness 
through these programs at the start 

of the Biden-Har-
ris Administra-
tion. 
An unparalleled 
track record of 
borrower assis-

tance 
The Biden-Har-

ris Administration 
has taken historic 
steps to reduce the 
burden of student 
debt and ensure 
that student loans 
are not a barrier to 
opportunity for 
students and fam-
ilies.  

The Admin-
istration earlier 
this year launched 
the most afford-
able student loan 
repayment plan – 
SAVE – which 
makes many bor-
rowers' monthly 

payments as low as $0 and prevents 
balances from growing because of 
unpaid interest. 

The Administration secured the 
largest increase to Pell Grants in a 
decade and finalized new rules to 
protect borrowers from career pro-
grams that leave graduates with un-
affordable debts or insufficient 
earnings.  

And, in the wake of the Supreme 
Court decision on the Administra-
tion's original student debt relief 
plan, the Administration continues 
its work to pursue an alternative path 
to debt relief through negotiated 
rulemaking under the Higher Educa-

tion Act. 
Beyond the relief under IDR and 

PSLF, the Biden-Harris Administra-
tion has also approved: 

$11.7 billion for almost 513,000 
borrowers with a total and per-
manent disability. 

$22.5 billion for more than 1.3 
million borrowers who were cheated 
by their schools, saw their institu-
tions precipitously close, or are cov-
ered by related court settlements.

White House  
announces nearly  
$5 Billion in additional  
student debt relief 

“The data released 
today once again 

make clear that the 
Biden-Harris Admin-
istration’s relentless 

efforts to fix the 
broken student loan 

system are paying off 
in a big way, with 

more than 3.6 million 
borrowers now ap-
proved for nearly 

$132 billion in loan 
forgiveness. This 

level of debt relief is 
unparalleled and we 
have no intention of 

slowing down.”  
—Cardona

Department of 
Public Works 
2023 Christmas 
Holiday  
Schedules 

 City of Milwaukee Department of 
Public Works (DPW) offices will be 
closed on Friday, December 22 and 
Monday, December 25 for the Christ-
mas holiday. 

Garbage, Recycling, and  
Drop-Off Centers: 
• There will be no garbage and re-

cycling pick-up on Friday, December 
22 and Monday, December 25. Re-
minder - collection days shift for-
ward after each City holiday. Review 
your collection schedule here. 

• In addition to regular winter clo-
sures on Sunday and Monday, Drop-
Off Centers will be closed on Friday, 
December 22 and Saturday, De-
cember 23. 

Parking Enforcement: 
• No parking meter or hourly re-

striction enforcement on Monday, 
December 25. 

• No overnight parking enforce-
ment on Sunday night into Monday 
morning (December 25 from 2 a.m. 
to 6 a.m.) and Monday night into 
Tuesday morning (December 26 
from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.). However, ve-
hicles still must be legally parked and 
not in violation of any posted parking 

(continued on page 3)
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Who,What, 
Where,When COMING AND PAST HAPPENINGS IN  
AND OUTSIDE OF YOUR COMMUNITY!

‘DYNAMIC RANGE:  
PHOTOGRAPHS BY BILL  
TENNESSEN’ 

January 19 - May 12, 2024 
Bill Tennessen was born in 1934 and grew up on North 39th Street in 

Milwaukee. He is a 1956 graduate of Marquette University’s College of 
Business Administration. Tennessen is a self-taught photographer who 
began contributing photos to the Milwaukee Community Journal, Wis-
consin’s largest African American newspaper, in 1981.  

He has documented the Ernest Lacy demonstrations, Juneteenth Day 
celebrations, activities of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee 
and the Ko-Thi Dance Company.  

He captured many of Milwaukee’s Central City storefront churches 
and the appearance in town of numerous important cultural and political 
personalities of our time. He has photographed the Milwaukee Bucks 
and Marquette University basketball and many other sports and com-
munity events.  

Dynamic Range includes 48 photographs by Tennessen that highlight 
Milwaukee's Black community from the 1980s to the early 2000s.  

The exhibition was curated by Lynne Shumow (Haggerty Museum 
Curator for Academic Engagement) in collaboration with Dr. Robert 
Smith (Marquette University Harry G. John Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Urban Research, Teaching and Outreach—
CURTO) and Mia Phifer (Education and Research Coordinator at 
America’s Black Holocaust Museum). Additional assistance was pro-
vided by Kate Rose, Caroline Bielski, Sebastien Brown, Sophia Furman, 
Logan Glembin, Niktalia Jules, and Adamali De La Cruz. 

Support for this exhibition is generously provided by the Marquette 
University Women’s Council Endowment Fund.

Mt. Zion Assembly Healing 
Temple will hold a ‘Christmas 
Eve Family and Friends  Day 
Sunday, Dec 24, starting at 12 
noon. The youth will present a 
Christmas drama, followed by a 
free fellowship brunch.  Mt Zion 
Assembly Healing Temple is lo-
cated at 4300 N. Green Bay Ave.

Mt. Zion Assembly 
Healing Temple to 
hold Christmas 
program Dec. 24

A celebration of life 
will be held for Lena 
Jacquelyn Taylor (‘Miss 
Jackie’ pictured above 
at right), the mother of 
state Senator Lena C 
Taylor, Saturday, Dec. 
30, at Holy Redeemer 
Institutional Church Of 
God In Christ, 3500 W. 
Mother Daniels Way. 

Viewing will be at 10 
a.m. Funeral at 11 a.m.

The Pick ‘n Save and Metro Market organization is committed to the 
residents of Milwaukee. Following the recent announcement from Walg-
reens, we want share how we can assist those impacted by these clo-
sures. I’d be happy to set-up an interview with Birgitta, our Division 
Health Leader on either Thursday, December 21 or Friday, December 
22 so she can take you through the details of the FREE delivery offer 
below. 

 Prescription Transfers (including Delivery service): 
We want to make sure impacted Milwaukee residents can access 

their prescriptions. In addition to offering in-store consultations and 
pickups, eight of our nearby Milwaukee area store locations (listed 
below, visual map attached) will be offering FREE prescription delivery 
through Scrip Drop, which will be available for residents within a five-
mile radius through June 2024. To transfer your prescription to Pick ‘n 
Save, learn more about prescription eligibility and/ or enroll in delivery, 
patients should call their nearest pharmacy location. Phone numbers 
are provided below: 

 Walgreens North (locations at Fond du Lac &  
Hampton and Teutonia Avenue & Capitol Drive) 
Pick ‘n Save Milwaukee – Good Hope (7401 W. Good Hope Road) 
Pharmacy Phone: 414-760-3273 
Pick ‘n Save Milwaukee – 35th & North (2355 N 35th Street) 
Pharmacy Phone: 414-447-8117 
Pick ‘n Save Glendale at 17th and Silver Spring  
(1735 W. Silver Spring Drive) 
Pharmacy Phone: 414-247-8581 
Pick ‘n Save Milwaukee – Garfield (1100 E. Garfield Ave) 
Pharmacy Phone: 414-374-8769 
Metro Market Shorewood (4075 N. Oakland Ave) 
Pharmacy Phone: 414-962-3744 
 Walgreens South (locations at Forest Home & Lincoln Avenues) 
Pick ‘n Save West Milwaukee (2201 Miller Parkway) 
Pharmacy Phone: 414-384-2474 
Pick ‘n Save Milwaukee – Loomis (3701 S. 27th Street) 
Pharmacy Phone: 414-281-3622 
Pick ‘n Save Bayview – Holt (250 W. Holt Ave) 
Pharmacy Phone: 414-769-8990 
 Grocery Delivery: 
We also have grocery delivery available throughout Milwaukee, utiliz-

ing refrigerated trucks and professional drivers. When residents place 
their orders online at picknsave.com and choose one of the delivery op-
tions with a blue truck icon, they are receiving a Pick ‘n Save order ful-
filled by Kroger Delivery giving them the same full, fresh and friendly 
delivery experience right at their doorstep.  

Shoppers can also use their SNAP benefits with delivery orders. On-
line shoppers have full access to in-store pricing, weekly sales and digi-
tal coupons.  

The delivery fee is $6.95, or complimentary with a $59 annual Boost 
membership which provides a free trial. 

 Job Opportunities: 
We welcome those team members displaced by the closure to begin 

a career on our team. Pick ‘n Save and Metro Market stores are looking 
for friendly associates who are passionate about people and food, and 
who want to make a difference for customers, communities, and each 
other.  

Hired candidates can begin their Roundy’s career in as little as three 
days. Available benefits include next day pay, flexible scheduling, pre-
mium pay (third shift, Sundays, and holidays), Feed your Future tuition 
reimbursement up to $21k, training and development, competitive 
wages, Health & Wellness benefits, and discounts on Kroger Brands, 
Android, and iOS technology streaming services and more. Interested 
applicants can find open positions, applications, registration, and ad-
ditional details online at picknsave.com/careers.

Pick ‘n Save Assists with 
Walgreens Closure

regulations. 
• Night parking enforcement re-

sumes on Tuesday night into Wed-
nesday morning (December 27 from 
2 a.m. to 6 a.m.). 

• If a Snow Emergency is declared 
Snow Emergency regulations take 
precedence. Visit milwau-
kee.gov/parking for more infor-
mation. 

Tow Lot: 
• Open Friday, December 22 and 

Saturday, December 23 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Closed Sunday, December 
24 and Monday, December 25. 

 Milwaukee Water Works: 
• The Water Works Customer Serv-

ice Center at 841 N. Broadway will 
be closed for the holiday on Friday, 
December 22 and Monday, De-
cember 25 for in-person and live tele-

phone assistance. 
• Automated account information

and bill payment will remain avail-
able by calling (414) 286-2830. 

• Customers can pay their Munici-
pal Services Bill and check account
balances online anytime at milwau-
kee.gov/water . 

• For water emergencies, cus-
tomers are asked to call the 24-hour
Control Center at (414) 286-3710.

(continued from page 2)

Department of Public Works  
2023 Christmas Holiday Schedules
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From being featured in The New York Times to ap-
pearing on the Drew Barrymore Show, he’s covered a lot 
of ground.  

“It’s a lot of love and pride that I get out of being able 
to be that reflection for so many kids and families,” said 
Douglas — and he’s not alone.  

Gone are the days of Santa Claus only being depicted 
and performed as an old white man with a big belly; 
Black Santas can now be found at aspirational destina-
tions like Disney World and beyond. Santa also isn’t just 
Black and white; these days, he is as diverse as the chil-
dren who believe in him. Even Macy’s iconic Santaland 
experience has expanded its offerings to include a Black 
Santa and a Spanish-speaking Santa, with more options 
in the works.  

“At Macy’s, we believe that Santa is all things to all 
people who find joy in his goodness and kindness,” 
Kathleen Wright, the director of production operations 
for Macy’s Santaland, told theGrio over email.  

“We treasure the memories that families have made 
and shared with us over the years and enjoy being able 
to accommodate requests from near and far.”  

When you can’t get to a Macy’s that offers the Santa-
land experience, that’s where performers such as Doug-
las come in. In addition to traditional Santa 
meet-and-greets, the Black Santa Houston offers a Black 
Santa experience for corporate and private events and 
holiday photo shoots.  

Douglas said during the holiday season, he starts his 
long, jolly days at 8 a.m., setting the mood with Christ-
mas music before greeting children and their parents.  

Some of the children are bursting with excitement, 
some are shy, and, of course, some cry — but he ensures 
that all leave with a timeless memory of a Santa who 
looks like them.  

Douglas credits Butler-Coleman with instilling the im-
portance of offering all families a high-quality experi-
ence.  

“So years from now, when these kids look at these pic-
tures, whether they’re laughing in the picture or crying, 
it’s going to be something that they reflect on, and it’s 
gonna be a great memory for them for years to come,” 
he said. “To just think that I’m a part of that is a very 
humbling experience.” 

As an educator, Douglas is also keenly aware of how 
the timeless holiday memories he now helps create can 

have a lasting impact on children’s imaginations and con-
ceptions of what they can be.  

“It is crucial because it gives them that reinforcement 
that they can be anything that they want to be, and that’s 
important,” he said. 

He explained that when children don’t see themselves 
reflected in roles in society such as doctors, lawyers, 
teachers, entertainers, and so forth, they start to develop 
an internal narrative telling them they could never be 
those things.  

He added, “So when they begin to see Black Santas 
and Black doctors and Black lawyers and Black teachers, 
they know that they can also become that themselves — 
and even a Black president. It’s important that [Black 
children] always see themselves reflected in society.”  

It’s not just the children who are benefitting from the 
representation; Butler-Coleman said families travel from 
around the country to Houston for her Santa experience, 
and not just for their children. 

“They want their children to have this experience. But 
what I have learned is it’s actually also the parents want-
ing an experience they didn’t have as a child. So they are 
all having full circle-of-life moments with the children, 
and it is beautiful,” she explained.  

Since the Black Santa Houston’s launch, the company 
has experienced significant growth. Due to demand, the 
operation now includes four different Santa performers 
and three different Mrs. Claus performers. Last year, 
Butler-Coleman, whose background is in healthcare fi-
nance, secured her first commercial space for the com-
pany, officially establishing Santa’s home base in 
Houston. The business was also awarded the Wells Fargo 
Open for Business Grant through The Houston Equity 
Fund. 

Building on the success and popularity of The Black 
Santa Houston, Butler-Coleman recently launched a 
family sleepwear line. Through the WYNTRY Collec-
tion, Black families can bring the experience home with 
them in matching pajamas with Black and brown holiday 
characters, including Santa.  

Butler-Coleman noted, “It’s hard to capture in words 
this experience, because we haven’t reached our full po-
tential. We meet the most amazing families, and they’re 
the reason we’re thriving.” 

Douglas added,  “We pinch ourselves every day think-
ing about how far this company has come.”

(Editor’s note:  This week’s Signifyin’ contains sev-
eral comments from readers about last week’s column 
in which Mikel Holt discussed Black life in Milwaukee 
during the 60s and 70s.  As most were submitted 
through social media, the names have been ex-
cluded.)… 

Brother,  your column on the ‘good old days’ (De-
cember 13, 2023)  was right on target. But your glasses 
were smudged, cause you leaned toward positive mem-
ories, rarely mentioning the state of apartheid we lived 
under. 

The time we grew up in also included legal segre-
gation, inferior schools and a consensus fear of police--
even after the racist city council passed a law that gave 
us the right to file a complaint.  For us, the MKE police 
was the occupying army. 

MKE was Johannesburg, South Africa.  The factories 
needed our labor, so we were tolerated. But when jobs 
ended, everything went downhill. 

The best thing ‘bout the sixties was there was more 
unity, a positive social structure.  Segregation was 
closer to separation.  We supported more Black busi-
nesses, not just cause we had to.  The church was 
strong too. 

It was a unique time to grow up in; we had more common interests, 
and collective goals.  As someone once said---maybe you---and then we 
falsely believed the civil rights war had been won. 

***** 
Mikel, I noticed you have gotten more conservative as you aged.  
That’s not an insult, as most people see the world through those lens 

when they gain wisdom.  
You’re right to seek a more Africentric/cultural foundation, but  that 

foundation was and is to the right of moderate.  Many elements of our 
West African culture are viewed as being ‘conservative.’   

Sex is not a monopoly game; and homosexuality is viewed as a major 
sin. On the flip side, West African culture is grounded in strong families 
and communalism (not to be confused with the political concept).  
Number one is that our brothers and sisters in the (Motherland) stress 
unity—'I am because we are.’ America’s culture is based on individual-
ism and materialism. 

I don’t think there’s as many Black power/Africentric advocates out 
here.   That means you’re spitting into a strong wind brother.... 

***** 
‘Morality’ was the single thread that ran through your assessment (last 

week) as you rhetorically compared the days of ‘ole with the sorry state 
of Black progress and growth today. 

It was so evident (even if not intended) that I’m considering your col-
umn as a future sermon on morality.   

A friend I unsuccessfully solicited to join my church once said ‘God 
left the Black community 40 years ago.’   I responded that ‘God hasn’t 
left. Instead, we abandoned God.’ 

The proof is in the pudding:  During the era you referenced, the Black 
community was strong (or at least stronger) because the church—God—
was our foundation.  On Sunday mornings, our churches were overflow-
ing with children at Sunday School.  Their parents joined them for 
services.    

They lived Christian lives, and followed scriptural foundations starting 
with nuclear families.  Black families dined together, and each meal 
started with prayers. 

Obviously, I’m generalizing, but you cannot deny that 80% of Black 
families were headed by two parents, man and woman.  They were mar-
ried before God and committed to His tenets. 

Today, it is the exact opposite.  
What is the difference?    
We abandoned those morality tenets that helped us overcome obstacles.  

We no longer sought to please God, and follow His 
commandments, including fidelity, honesty and love 
for our neighbors.   

The sexual revolution led to a redefinition of the 
family---excluding men-- and social dysfunction. 

Back in the 60s, girls were taught to respect them-
selves, to view their bodies as temples.  Out of wedlock 
births were frowned upon.  Men were taught to respect 
and defend women, not to exploit them for personal 
gratification. 

The tide turned when we stepped off that platform 
and embraced the White god of liberalism.   

The church must take much of the blame for this 
tragedy.  The Black church was once the cornerstone; 
today it is a business.  Too many ministers are per-
formers, entertainers;  ‘insurance salesmen’ someone 
called them. 

I recall you once saying we are like the ancient He-
brews who rejected God and were forced to wonder in 
the desert for 40 years.  God ordained those who dis-
obeyed and rejected His mandates would never see the 
promised land. Their innocent children would benefit 
from their punishment.  

I hope and pray that is not the case today, although I 
recognize it is probably too late for those who are already lost.  I pray 
I’m wrong. 

***** 
For a moment I was envious of the 1960s.  But the more I thought of it, 

a world without the internet, cable, and employment opportunities bey-
ond factory work is not very appealing. 

Plus, y’all had openly racist police (more than today), political exclu-
sion and segregated schools.  You were taught to hate people because of 
their sexuality, to march in lockstep to patriotic B.S., pledge alliance to 
White Supremacy and to ‘stay in your place.’   

Naw, y’all keep that. 
***** 

As usual, your column was entertaining, informative and thought pro-
voking.  Plus, it introduced scenarios and situations worthy of study.  
Things may have been better back in the day vs. the dysfunctional reality 
of today, but was it better?  A case can be made your generation led us to 
this mess.   

***** 
....when did the transition occur?  In 1976, or when King reached the 

mountaintop? —Hotep 

Nash Mechanical LLC a Heating, Cooling, Plumbing  
and Electrical  Contractor. BBB Accredited Business!!  

Repairs, Remodels, and Retrofits. Your Vision, Our  
Expertise Together Delivering Excellence!!!

Reactions to the Signifyin’  
column remembering the ‘good 
ol’ days’ of the ‘60 and ‘70s!

THE SIGnIFICAnCE  
OF BLACK SAnTA 

(continued from front page)

“So when they begin to see 
Black Santas and Black doctors 

and Black lawyers and Black 
teachers, they know that they 
can also become that them-

selves — and even a Black pres-
ident. It’s important that [Black 

children] always see them-
selves reflected in society.”  

—Douglas

 Kelvin 
Douglas

 The holiday season is upon us 
in Milwaukee County. As we 
look ahead to the new year, I 
find myself reflecting on a histo-
ric 2023 and all we have accom-
plished together.  

From investing in affordable 
housing, public transit, and 
mental health services, to secur-
ing a positive financial outlook 
for Milwaukee County, there’s 
good reason to feel optimistic 
about the future of our com-
munity. 

 I took office in 2020, and my 
number one priority was to put 
Milwaukee County on the path 
to financial sustainability.  

Thanks to the work we’ve 
done and the partnerships we’ve 
created, we are witnessing sig-
nificant progress in accomplish-
ing this goal. Earlier this year, 

we secured new revenue-gener-
ating tools for Milwaukee 
County, effectively avoiding a 
dire fiscal cliff and ensuring our 
residents will have access to crit-
ical services for years to come. 

 This action also resulted in a 
historic 2024 budget, projecting 
the first surplus in over two dec-
ades.  

Rather than determining what 
budget cuts would have been the 
least harmful, we are now mak-
ing the most impactful decisions 
to support our residents.  

My 2024 budget includes the 
largest property tax levy reduc-
tion in Milwaukee County his-
tory, putting real money back 
into the pockets of homeowners.  

At a time when inflation is 
top-of-mind for residents and 
families, I am proud we are tak-

ing action to provide property 
tax relief for folks throughout 
the community. 

 When we’re making these in-
vestments, I’m reminded of our 
vision: By achieving racial 
equity, Milwaukee County will 
be the healthiest county in the 
state of Wisconsin. One way we 
are working toward that goal is 
by investing in affordable hous-
ing and homeownership oppor-
tunities.  

Growing up in Milwaukee’s 
53206 zip code, I experienced 
housing insecurity firsthand, so 
tackling this challenge is per-
sonal for me.  

That’s why we are deploying 
millions of dollars across Mil-
waukee County to build more 
affordable housing units in  

OP/EDOP/ED 
A Historic Year 
in Milwaukee 
County 

By MKE County Executive  
David Crowley

(continued on page)
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communities like South Milwaukee, 
Wauwatosa, Oak Creek, and Brown 
Deer.  

Residents deserve equitable ac-
cess to affordable housing options 
throughout Milwaukee County, so 
we are working to deliver just that. 

 These investments are extending 
into the city of Milwaukee as well, 
particularly in the King Park neigh-
borhood where construction is un-
derway on 120 single-family houses 
for first-time homebuyers to pur-
chase an affordable home and build 
generational wealth.  

This construction is occurring 
near the future Marcia P. Coggs 
Health and Human Services Center, 
a project we broke ground on in Oc-
tober.  

For the first time, Milwaukee 
County will have a facility specifi-
cally for delivering health and 
human services, eliminating physi-
cal barriers, and expanding access 

to health resources and human serv-
ices for families and individuals. 

 We accelerated our fight against 
the opioid epidemic in Milwaukee 
County by making harm reduction 
resources more easily and readily 
available. In August, I announced 
the placement of 11 Harm Reduc-
tion Vending Machines that provide 
free access to harm reduction and 
prevention supplies, including fen-
tanyl test strips, nasal naloxone, gun 
locks, and more.  

Milwaukee County will be in-
creasing these efforts in 2024, plac-
ing even more Harm Reduction 
Vending Machines throughout the 
county. 

 We remain committed to helping 
folks experiencing mental health 
challenges receive the resources and 
services they need. In 2023, the 
Mental Health Emergency Center 
completed its first year of opera-
tions, serving more than 7,000 indi-
viduals experiencing a mental 

health or substance use disorder re-
lated crisis.  

In April, I signed legislation allo-
cating federal funding for com-
munity mental health services, 
utilizing an equity-focused ap-
proach to address disparities in 
mental health outcomes, particu-
larly in communities of color. To-
gether, with excellent partners like 
Walker’s Point Youth and Family 
Center and City on a Hill, we are 
creating safer, healthier outcomes 
for people throughout Milwaukee 
County. 

 Reliable and safe transit options 
are paramount in addressing the 
health disparities we face.  

That’s why we allocated an ad-
ditional $16 million for the Milwau-
kee County Transit System to help 
sustain current transportation serv-
ices, enhance transit security, and 
prevent further fiscal challenges.  

I am also encouraged by the suc-
cessful launch of Milwaukee 

County’s first Bus Rapid Transit 
route, CONNECT 1, in fostering 
better connectivity between neigh-
boring communities and delivering 
impressive ridership numbers for 
2023. 

 Maintaining and enhancing the 
quality of our parks continues to be 
a priority.  

I am proud our Milwaukee 
County Parks team completed sev-
eral important projects this year, 
from tree plantings to necessary 
capital improvements. In 2024, 
we’re looking forward to facilitat-
ing more enhancements to our parks 
and outdoor assets, including $23 
million in new investments. 

 The past year was truly historic, 
and I am proud of these successes, 
but this is just the beginning.  

I know we can continue improv-
ing our neighborhoods and the lives 
of our residents, and I’m excited for 
the work ahead in moving Milwau-
kee County forward, together. 

(continued from page 4)

OP/ED: County Executive Crowley  
reflects on historic year in MKE Cnty

In the financial 
heartland of the 
United States, the 
Navy Federal 
Credit Union 
(NFCU) stands as a 
colossus.  

Boasting over $165 billion 
in assets and serving a vast 
membership of about 13 mil-
lion, NFCU is not just any fi-
nancial institution; it is the 
largest credit union in the na-
tion, a financial giant whose 
reach extends across the 
breadth of the American land-
scape.  

Yet, beneath this facade of 
financial might and inclusiv-
ity lies a stark, all too predict-
able, deep-seated racial 
disparity in mortgage approv-
als that cuts to the core of the 
systemic injustices still prev-
alent in our society. 

At the heart of this contro-
versy is the disturbing rev-
elation of NFCU’s lending 
practices, which have laid 
bare the unyielding grip of 
white supremacy in even the 
most trusted financial institu-
tions.  

Recent investigations have 
brought to light a harrowing 
gap in mortgage approval 
rates between Black and 
White borrowers.  

This gap speaks volumes 
about the insidious denial of 
Black livelihood this com-
pany maintains while raking 

in billions. 
The numbers are more than 

just statistics; they are a stark 
reminder of the ongoing 
struggle against a legacy of 
poverty and suffering.  

The disparity in mortgage 
approvals is not just a matter 
of financial inequity; it is a 
powerful indictment of the fi-
nancial system's systemic rac-
ism that continues to 
undermine the shorten the 
lives and lessen the happiness 
of Black Americans.  

In a nation where home-
ownership is often syn-
onymous with the American 
Dream, the denial of this op-

portunity to Black applicants 
is a grim testament to the per-
vasive inequalities that re-
main a blight on the nation’s 
conscience. 

The Disparity in 
Numbers: A Stark  

Contrast in Mortgage  
Approvals 

In 2022, the numbers paint 
a troubling picture of dispar-
ity: 77.1% of White appli-
cants received approval for 
their mortgage applications.  

This figure stands in glaring 
contrast to the 55.8% ap-
proval rate for Latino appli-
cants and an even more 
dismal 48.5% for Black appli-

cants.  
This discrepancy highlights 

a significant racial gap and 
raises serious concerns about 
systemic biases embedded 
within the lending practices of 
one of the nation's most 
prominent financial institu-
tions. 

Further intensifying this 
troubling scenario is the fact 
that NFCU rejected approx-
imately 3,700 Black appli-
cants for home purchase 
mortgages in the same year.  

This high number of rejec-
tions is not just a statistic; it 
represents thousands of 
dreams deferred by thousands 
of individuals and families 
whose aspirations for home-
ownership were curtailed.  

This is particularly poignant 
in a year marked by rising in-
terest rates, which already 
pose a significant barrier to 
home buying.  

For Black applicants, who 
historically have faced sys-
temic hurdles in accumulating 
wealth and accessing finan-
cial opportunities, these rejec-
tions add another layer of 
emotional devastation, deep-
ening are suffering. 

Broader Implications  
and National Context 

The disparities in mortgage 
approval rates at Navy Fed-
eral Credit Union (NFCU) are 
not an isolated phenomenon 
but rather a reflection of a 
more significant national 
issue concerning the widening 
homeownership gap between 
White and Black Americans.  

This gap is a stark manifes-
tation of the enduring racial 
hatred maintained by individ-
uals and institutions in the 
United States, particularly in 
the realm of financial access 
and opportunities. 

When looking at other sig-
nificant lenders like Wells 
Fargo, US Bank, and Bank of 
America, NFCU's racial ap-
proval rate gaps provide an 
insightful perspective into 
how widespread these issues 
are within the financial sector.  

While everyone knows dis-
parities exist across all finan-
cial institutions, the extent 
and nature of these gaps can 
vary. NFCU's particularly 
stark contrast in approval 
rates highlights the need for a 
sector-wide examination and 
reform of lending practices to 
address these deeply rooted 
inequities. 

Conclusion: A Call to  
Action for Equity and 
Justice in Mortgage 

Lending 
In a society where white in-

dividuals predominantly hold 
political power and influence, 
it becomes a moral imperative 
for those white folks in posi-
tions of authority and in-
fluence to actively work 
toward dismantling these sys-
temic barriers. The respon-
sibility to address and rectify 
these disparities should not 
rest solely on the shoulders of 
those who are most affected 
by them. Instead, it requires a 
concerted effort from all sec-
tors of society, especially 
from those who have the 
means to effectuate meaning-
ful change. 

White people, particularly 
those in positions of power in 
the financial sector and gov-
ernment, must acknowledge 
the role they play in perpetu-
ating these disparities, either 
through action or inaction.  

Moving beyond mere ac-
knowledgments of the prob-
lem, it is essential to 
implement concrete measures 
that ensure fair and equitable 
lending practices.  

This includes revising pol-
icies, enhancing regulatory 
oversight, and actively work-
ing to eliminate biases in 
lending processes. 

Furthermore, political 

leaders and policymakers 
must recognize the critical 
need for reform in regulating 
credit unions and financial in-
stitutions.  

Extending regulations simi-
lar to the Community Rein-
vestment Act to credit unions 
and ensuring strict adherence 
to fair lending laws are cru-
cial steps in this direction.  

It is not enough to have pol-
icies on paper; they must be 
enforced rigorously and trans-
parently to ensure they serve 
their intended purpose. 

This is not just a matter of 
policy reform; it is a matter of 
moral urgency.  

It is time to confront and 
dismantle the structures of 
white supremacy that con-
tinue to pervade our financial 
systems.  

Only then can we hope to 
achieve a society where race 
is not a determinant of one's 
ability to own a home and 
build a future. 

—Khafre Jay is a Hip Hop 
organizer and business con-
sultant, educator, keynote 
speaker, dope Emcee, and 
best father ever. You can find 
him on LinkedIn and at pa-
treon.com/khafrejay 

 

THETHE
MILWAUKEEMILWAUKEE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
JOURNALJOURNAL

Published twice weekly.  Digitally: Monday MKE and
Wednesday Video-Vantage. Plus uploaded print 
papers Thursday and Friday, weekly.  NEW news: 
Four days a week....Your Milwaukee Source.  

WEBSITE: www.milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
3612 N. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr Drive.   Milwaukee, WI 53212
Phone:  414-265-5300   Fax 414-265-1536
EMail  Editorial:  editorial@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
EMail Advertising:
advertising@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
Administration:legacy@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com

Patricia O'Flynn Pattillo, Publisher,
CEO mcj/ppp; Founder
Robert J. Thomas, Co-Founder
Todd A. Thomas, Associate 
Publisher, Vice President
Mikel Holt, Founding Editor, 
Associate Publisher
Marketing: "Healthy Start" 
Magazine
Thomas Mitchell, Jr. Editor/
Graphic Design-Layout
Colleen Newsom, Advertising
Leader; classified, legal notices
Mike Mullis, Advertising Coord./

billing; web-design/tech
Robin Davis, Circulation/
Coverage leader
Patricia Williams, Publisher's 
Assistant
Yvonne Kemp, lead photographer
Kim Robinson, photographer
Pat Robinson, photographer
Bill Tennessen, photographer
Joshua Thomas, MKE Monday and
Video-vantage
LaShawanda Wilkins, MKE 
Monday/freelance

Member of the 
National Newspaper 

Publisher’s Association

Certified Official Newspaper 
of the State of Wisconsin

Creators of 
Dr. Terence N. Thomas 

Memorial Scholarship Fund, Inc.
drtntscholarshipfund,org.
"Milwaukee Black Legacy 

Families," retail site.

MORTGAGE INEQUALITY 
AT NAVY FEDERAL:  
Putting the credit 
union’s white  
supremacy on blast!

“Yet, beneath this facade of fi-
nancial might and inclusivity 

presented by Navy Federal lies a 
stark, all too predictable, deep-
seated racial disparity in mort-
gage approvals that cuts to the 
core of the systemic injustices 
still prevalent in our society.”

by 
Khafre 
Jay
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L E G A L S / C L A S S I F I E D SL E G A L S / C L A S S I F I E D S
SUMMOnS 

 (PUBLICATIOn) 
           STATE OF WISCOnSIn   

CIRCUIT COURT 
MILWAUKEE COUnTY 

nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV008865 
In the matter of the name change of: 
CALLAHAN THOMAS JACOBSON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: CALLAHAN THOMAS JA-
COBSON TO: CALLAHAN THOMAS 
KOMECZNY 
Birth Certificate: CALLAHAN 
THOMAS JACOBSON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID BO-
ROWSKI PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE: 
JANUARY 11, 2024, TIME 2:00 P.M.  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  11-27-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
Circuit Court Judge 
685/12-6-13-20-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

             STATE OF WISCOnSIn   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV9023 
In the matter of the name change of: 
O′SHEYNA MONYE-MARIE BRUCE 
By (Petitioner) O′SHEYNA MONYE-
MARIE BRUCE 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: O′SHEYNA MONYE-MARIE 
BRUCE TO: O′SHEYNA MARIE VAN 
Birth Certificate: O′SHEYNA MARIE 
VAN 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. J.D. WATTS BR 
15 ROOM 414 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE: JANUARY 25, 2024, TIME 
10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  12-4-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. J.D. WATTS 
Circuit Court Judge 
684/12-6-13-20-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

            STATE OF WISCOnSIn   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV8959 
In the matter of the name change of: 
STEPHANIE ANN MARKS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: STEPHANIE ANN MARKS 
TO: KATIE ANN PINK 
Birth Certificate: STEPHANIE ANN 
REICHMAN 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. BRITTANY 
GRAYSON ROOM 402  PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE: JANUARY 8, 2024, 
TIME 9:00 A.M.  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  11-30-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. BRITTANY GRAYSON 
Circuit Court Judge 
683/12-6-13-20-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV008421 

In the matter of the name change of: 
EMMA ROSE FLIESS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: EMMA ROSE FLIESS to: 
EMMA ROSE  
Birth Certificate: EMMA ROSE 
FLIESS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE JANUARY 4, 2024, 
TIME 1:45 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 11-6-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
687/12-6-13-20-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV009061 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KIN ANDREW GUIRAL MOHILLO 
By (Petitioner) KIN ANDREW GUI-
RAL MOHILLO 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: KIN ANDREW GUIRAL MO-
HILLO to: KIN ANDRAO GUARDO 
GUIRAL  
Birth Certificate: KIN ANDREW GUI-
RAL MOHILLO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDOLYN 
CONNOLLY BR. 44 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE JANUARY 25, 2024, 
TIME 1:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 9-29-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CONNOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
688/12-6-13-20-2023 

SUMMOnS  
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
Case no. 23FA006263 

 IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF  
Petitioner: LILIA RODRIGUEZ ALVA-
REZ and EDWIN N AVILES 
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO 
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE AS 
RESPONDENT: 
You are notified that the petitioner 
named above has filed a Petition for di-
vorce or legal separation against you. 
 
You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition within 
40 days from the day after the first day 
of publication. 
 
The demand must be sent or delivered 
to the court at: Clerk of Court, Milwau-
kee County Courthouse 901 N 9th St  
RM 512 Milwaukee WI 53233 and to 
LILIA RODRIGUEZ ALVAREZ 2535 
W Lincoln Ave. Milwaukee WI 53215 
 
It is recommended, but not required that 
you have an attorney help or represent 
you.  
If you do not demand a copy of the Peti-
tion within 40 days, the court may grant 
judgment against you for the award of 
money or other legal action requested in 
the Petition, and you may lose your 
right to object to anything that is or may 
be incorrect in the Petition.  
A judgment may be enforced as pro-
vided by law. A judgment awarding 
money may become a lien against any 
real estate you own now or in the future 
and may also be enforced by garnish-
ment or seizure of property.  
You are further notified that if the 
parties to this action have minor chil-
dren, violation of 948.31 Wis. Stats., 
(Interference with custody by parent or 
others) is punishable by fines and/or im-
prisonment: 
 
If you and the petitioner have minor 
children, documents setting forth the 
percentage standard for child support 
established by the department under 

49.22(9), Wis. Stats., and the factors 
that a court may consider for modifica-
tion of that standard under 767.511 
(1m).  Wis Stats. are available upon 
your request from the Clerk of Court. 
 
You are notified of the availability of in-
formation from the Circuit Court Com-
missioner as set forth in 767.105 Wis. 
Stats. 
 
Date: 12-5-2023 
BY: LILIA RODRIGUEZ ALVAREZ 
686/12-6-13-20-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV9104 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ASHLEY MARIE GERWIG 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: ASHLEY MARIE GERWIG to: 
VESPER TRISTAN GERWIG 
Birth Certificate: ASHLEY MARIE 
GERWIG 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE JANUARY 9, 2024, TIME 9:00 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12-6-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
690/12-6-13-20-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case No. 23CV008907 
In the matter of the name change of: 
TONYA JEAN HALE 
By (Petitioner) TONYA JEAN HALE 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: TONYA JEAN HALE to: 
TONYA JEAN GORST 
Birth Certificate: TONYA JEAN HALE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE JANUARY 9, 2024, 
TIME 9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 11-28-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
689/12-6-13-20-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV9106 
In the matter of the name change of: 
REBECCA LYNN LEONARD 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: REBECCA LYNN LEONARD 
to: REBECCA LYNN  
Birth Certificate: REBECCA LYNN 
LEONARD 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE JANUARY 10, 2024, TIME 9:00 
A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12-6-2023 

BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
691/12-13-20-27-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV009179 
In the matter of the name change of: 
HALEY REBECCA SEXTON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: HALEY REBECCA SEXTON 
to: RYLEE ADDAMS 
Birth Certificate: HALEY REBECCA 
SEXTON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL J 
HANRAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE JANUARY 30, 2024, 
TIME 9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12-11-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL J HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
692/12-13-20-27-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV009171 
In the matter of the name change of: JU-
LIAN MONTEZ POOLE 
By (Petitioner) JULIAN MONTEZ 
POOLE 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JULIAN MONTEZ POOLE to: 
UMAR MUHAMMAD 
Birth Certificate: JULIAN MONTEZ 
POOLE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE JANUARY 26, 2024, TIME 
10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12-11-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
693/12-13-20-27-2023 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 

nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV008421 
In the matter of the name change of: 
EMMA ROSE FLIESS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: Carmen LaDalle Benford to: 
Carmen LaDalle  
Birth Certificate: Carmen LaDalle Ben-
ford 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE JANUARY 4, 2024, 
TIME 1:45P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 11-2-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
606/11-8-15-22-2023 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
(SMALL CLAIMS)  

PUBLICATIOn SUMMOnS 
AnD nOTICE 

Case no. 22SC5388 
Plaintiff(s) AUTOMAX FINANCIAL 
LLC, W133 N8569 EXECUTIVE WAY 
MENOMONEE FALLS WI 53051 vs 
DJUAN O STATEN 1750 S 61ST  
STREET WEST ALLIS WI 53214 
Publication Summons and Notice of Fil-
ing 
TO THE PERSON(S) NAMED 
ABOVE AS DEFENDANT(S) 
You are being sued by the person(s) as 
named above Plaintiff(s). A copy of the 
claim has been sent to you at your ad-
dress as stated in the caption above. 
The lawsuit will be heard in the follow-
ing Small Claims court: Milwaukee 
County Courthouse Telephone Number 
of Clerk of Court: 414-278-5362 Court-
room/ Room Number 400 Address: 901 
N 9TH Street City: 53233 Milwaukee 
State WI Zip 53233 on the following 
date and time: Date: JANUARY 31, 
2024,Time: 8:30 A.M 
If you do not attend the hearing, the 
court may enter a judgment against you 
in favor of the person(s) suing you. A 
copy of the claim has been sent to you 
at your address as stated in the caption 
above. A judgement may be enforced as 
provided by law. A judgement awarding 
money may become a lien against any 
real estate (property) you own now or in 
the future and may also be enforced by 
garnishment of seizure of property. 
  
You may have the option to Answer 
without appearing in court on the court 
date by filing a written Answer with the 
clerk of court before the court date. You 
must send a copy of your Answer to the 
Plaintiff(s) named above at their ad-
dress. You may contact the clerk of 
court at the telephone number above to 
determine if there are other methods to 
answer a Small Claims complaint in that 
county. 
Date: 12/18/2023 
Plaintiff/Attorney 
AMY M SALBERG  
Attorney’s State Bar Number 
1025449 

SALBERG TUFFNELL, S, C 
18 E. WASHINGTON ST. SUITE 101 
WEST BEND, WI 53095 
262-353-9556 
695/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV009120 
In the matter of the name change of: GI-
ANNI ALEXANDER WOOD 
By (Petitioner) GIANNI ALEXANDER 
WOOD 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: GIANNI ALEXANDER WOOD 
to: GIANNI ALEXANDER GIARRA-
LANO 
Birth Certificate: GIANNI ALEX-
ANDER WOOD 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG 
BR 47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
JANUARY 10, 2024, TIME 10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12/7/2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
700/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 
 

TRUST 
REQUEST! 

The Frances Baines Living 
Trust requests all creditors 

come forward or forever hold 
your Peace. Contact Mr. Keith 

Baines—in writing—at  
6661 W. Locust Street,  
Milwaukee Wi 53218  

Phone (414) 871-4688 
12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024

BIRTH  
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Welcoming the lives of  
Davina Douglas, daughter 
born 9/7/2019 to Dinasia 
Douglas weighing 7 lbs 

12ozs at 7:45pm  
and Jahzara Douglas  

on 11/18/2021  
weighing 6 lbs 12oz  

at 3:05am

BIRTH  
AnnOUnCEMEnT 

We welcome the arrival and life of... 
son Lawrence Douglas Sr. 18th of 

March 1980, son Lawrence Douglas 
Jr., 8 lbs 3 oz born on  

April 12, 2006; daughter Asia D.  
April 19, 2005  

7 lbs 15Oz; son Dejohntay Douglas  
April 23, 2003.   

The new addition to the family 
Jream Mitchell, 14th of  

February, 2022.   
All alive, well and healthy



The Milwaukee Community Journal • December 20, 2023 • Page 7

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE OF HEARInG 
Case no. 2023CV008756 

In Re: the NAME CHANGE of: 
MOSES SAMUEL SHROCK 

MOSES SAMUEL SHROCK 
1226 W GLEN RIVER ROAD  
MILWAUKEE WI 53217 

This case is scheduled for: Name 
Change hearing. 
Date: 01-22-2024 Time: 2:00 PM 
Circuit Court Judge Circuit Court Com-
missioner – KRISTY YANG-47 
Location: Courthouse, Room 413 901 N 
9th Street Milwaukee Wi 53233 
Re: Name Change 

This matter will not be adjourned by the 
court except upon formal motion for 
good cause or with the specific approval 
of the court upon stipulation by all 
parties. 

This matter will be HEARD-IN-PER-
SON please plan accordingly. 
If you have questions or concerns, 
please call court at (414) 278-4486 
AT LEAST (3) THREE DAYS PRIOR 
TO THE HEARING YOU MUST PRO-
VIDE THE COURT WITH: 
PHOTOCOPY OF BIRTH CERTIFI-
CATE 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
HAVE A PHOTO ID AVAILABLE TO 
DISPLAY AT THE TIME OF THE 
KHEARING 
DOCUMENTS CAN BE MAILED TO 
ATTN: THE HONORABLE KRISTY 
YANG,901 N 9TH STREET, ROOM 
413 MILWAUKEE WI 53233 or 
DROPPED OFF IMN ROOM 104 
(CLERK OF COURTS) MILWAUKEE 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 901 N 9TH 
STREET MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:30 
A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in 
the court process, please call 414-985-
5757 prior to the scheduled court date. 
Please note that the court does not pro-
vide transportation. 
Milwaukee County Circuit Court 
Date: November 27, 2023 
697/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE OF HEARInG 
Case no. 2023CV008754 

In Re: the NAME CHANGE of: GA-
BRIELLE SHROCK 

ABIGAIL ELISABETH SHROCK 
1226 W GLEN RIVER ROAD  
MILWAUKEE WI 53217 

This case is scheduled for: Name 
Change Hearing. 
Date: 01-22-2024 Time: 2:00 PM 
Circuit Court Judge Circuit Court Com-
missioner – KRISTY YANG-47 
Location: Courthouse, Room 413 901 N 
9th Street Milwaukee Wi 53233 
Re: Name Change 

This matter will not be adjourned by the 
court except upon formal motion for 
good cause or with the specific approval 
of the court upon stipulation by all 
parties. 
 
This matter will be HEARD-IN-PER-
SON please plan accordingly. 
If you have questions or concerns, 
please call court at (414) 278-4486 
AT LEAST (3) THREE DAYS PRIOR 
TO THE HEARING YOU MUST PRO-
VIDE THE COURT WITH: 
PHOTOCOPY OF BIRTH CERTIFI-
CATE 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
HAVE A PHOTO ID AVAILABLE TO 
DISPLAY AT THE TIME OF THE 
HEARING 
DOCUMENTS CAN BE MAILED TO 
ATTN: THE HONORABLE KRISTY 
YANG,901 N 9TH STREET, ROOM 
413 MILWAUKEE WI 53233 or 
DROPPED OFF IMN ROOM 104 
(CLERK OF COURTS) MILWAUKEE 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 901 N 9TH 
STREET MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:30 
A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in 
the court process, please call 414-985-
5757 prior to the scheduled court date. 
Please note that the court does not pro-
vide transportation. 
Milwaukee County Circuit Court 
Date: November 27, 2023 
698/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE OF HEARInG 
Case no. 2023CV008754 

In Re: the NAME CHANGE of: GA-
BRIELLE SHROCK 
 
GABRIELLE SHROCK 
1226 W GLEN RIVER ROAD  
MILWAUKEE WI 53217 
 
This case is scheduled for: Name 
change Hearing. 
Date: 01-22-2024 Time: 2:00 PM 
Circuit Court Judge Circuit Court Com-
missioner – KRISTY YANG-47 
Location: Courthouse, Room 413 901 N 
9th Street Milwaukee Wi 53233 
Re: Name Change 
 
This matter will not be adjourned by the 
court except upon formal motion for 
good cause or with the specific approval 
of the court upon stipulation by all 
parties. 
 
This matter will be HEARD-IN-PER-
SON please plan accordingly. 
If you have questions or concerns, 
please call court at (414) 278-4486 
AT LEAST (3) THREE DAYS PRIOR 
TO THE HEARING YOU MUST PRO-
VIDE THE COURT WITH: 
PHOTOCOPY OF BIRTH CERTIFI-
CATE 
PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
HAVE A PHOTO ID AVAILABLE TO 
DISPLAY AT THE TIME OF THE 
HEARING 
DOCUMENTS CAN BE MAILED TO 
ATTN: THE HONORABLE KRISTY 
YANG,901 N 9TH STREET, ROOM 
413 MILWAUKEE WI 53233 or 

DROPPED OFF IMN ROOM 104 
(CLERK OF COURTS) MILWAUKEE 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 901 N 9TH 
STREET MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:30 
A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in 
the court process, please call 414-985-
5757 prior to the scheduled court date. 
Please note that the court does not pro-
vide transportation. 
Milwaukee County Circuit Court 
Date: November 27, 2023 
699/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV009323 
In the matter of the name change of: 
AMY CHRISTIE SELIKOFF 
By (Petitioner) AMY CHRISTIE SELI-
KOFF 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: AMY CHRISTIE SELIKOFF to: 
AMY REBECCA CHRISTIE  
Birth Certificate: AMY REBECCA 
CHRISTIE  
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. J.D.WATTS 
ROOM 414 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
JANUARY 30, 2024, TIME 10:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12-15-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. J.D.WATTS 
Circuit Court Judge 
701/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV009404 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ALEXANDER CANO 
By (Petitioner) ALEXANDER CANO 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: ALEXANDER CANO to: AL-
EXANDER MARTINEZ CANO 
Birth Certificate: ALEXANDER CANO 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE FEBRUARY 16, 2024, TIME 
11:00 A.M. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12-19-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
702/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 2023CV009355 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KEILY YATZIRI GONZALEZ 
By (Petitioner) XOCHITL YADIRA 
GONZALEZ 
By (Co-Petitioner) GABRIEL GONZA-
LEZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: KEILY YATZIRI GONZALEZ 
to: K-LOVE YATZIRI GONZALEZ 
Birth Certificate: KEILY YATZIRI 
GONZALEZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. MICHAEL HAN-
RAHAN ROOM 500 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE FEBRUARY 19, 2024, 
TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12-18-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. MICHAEL HANRAHAN 
Circuit Court Judge 
696/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV009290 
In the matter of the name change of: 
RICHARD ALLAN BARTZ JR 
By (Petitioner) RICHARD ALLAN 
BARTZ JR 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: RICHARD ALLAN BARTZ JR 
to: RICHARD ALLAN BARTZ-MUL-
HOLLAND 
Birth Certificate: RICHARD ALLAN 
BARTZ JR 
 
IT IS ORDERED 

This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG 
BR 47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
JANUARY 25, 2024, TIME 10:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12/20/2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
703/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
SUMMOnS WITHOUT  

MInOR CHILDREn 
Case no. 23FA005526 

Divorce: 40101 
GIAVANNI LEE 2038 S 15th Street 
Milwaukee WI 53204, Petitioner and 
PIERRE ORLANDO LEE 3371 N 27th 
Street MILWAUKEE WI 53216, Re-
spondent 
 
THE STATE OF WISCOnSIn, to the 
person named above as a respondent 
 
You are hereby notified that your 
spouse has filed a lawsuit or other legal 
action against you. The Petitioner, 
which is attached, states the nature and 
basis of the legal action. 
Within 20 days of receiving this Sum-
mons, you must provide a written re-
sponse, as that term is used in Ch. 802, 
Wis. Stats., to the Petition. The Court 
may reject or disregard a response that 
does not follow the requirements of the 
statues. 
 
The response must be sent or delivered 
to the following government office: 
Clerk of Court Milwaukee County 901 
N 9th St.  Rm 104 Milwaukee WI 
53233.  
 
The response must also be mailed or de-
livered within 20 days to the petitioner 
at the address above. 
 It is recommended, but not required, 
that you have an attorney help or repre-
sent you. 
 
If you do not provide a proper response 
within 20 days, the court may grant 
judgment against you, and you may lose 
your right to object to anything that is or 
may be incorrect in the Petition. 
 
A judgement may be enforced as pro-
vided by law. A judgment may become 
a lien against any real estate you own 
now or in the future, and may also be 
enforced by garnishment or seizure of 
property.  
 
Dated in Milwaukee, Wisconsin this 
14th day of September 2023 
BY: GIAVANNI LEE 
705/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 
 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV008853 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ZARIA HAFSA ALI 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: ZARIA HAFSA ALI to: CARIA 
HAFSA HARUKI 
Birth Certificate: ZARIA HAFSA ALI 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. BRITTANY 
GRAYSON ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE JANUARY 25, 2024, 
TIME 10:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12-20-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. BRITTANY GRAYSON 
Circuit Court Judge 
704/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 

SUMMOnS 
(PUBLICATIOn) 

STATE OF WISCOnSIn 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUnTY 
nOTICE AnD ORDER FOR 
nAME CHAnGE HEARInG 

Case no. 23CV009384 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KATHERINE GRACE RYBAR 
By (Petitioner) KATHERINE GRACE 
RYBAR 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: KATHERINE GRACE RYBAR 
to: KATHERINE GRACE RICHTER 
Birth Certificate: KATHERINE 
GRACE MERRISON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG 
BR 47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
JANUARY 22, 2024, TIME 3:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 12/18/2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
706/12-20-27-2023/1-3-2024 
 

Editor’s note: The following 
article is an op-ed, and the views 
expressed are the author’s own. 

“And I’ve been tired so 
long, now I am sick and tired 
of being sick and tired, and 
we want a change.” – Fannie 
Lou Hamer, 1964 

If visitors from outer 
space used an NFL fan base 
to gauge America’s togeth-
erness, they’d consider us 
one nation under the groove.  

They’d look at the supporters 
and see unity among wildly di-
verse groups: Blacks and whites, 
rich and poor, college grads and 
dropouts, believers and atheists, 
city slickers and country bump-
kins. The left-right divide that 
carves the country like a scalpel 
doesn’t leave a mark as our of-
fense marches downfield and our 
defense stuffs the opposition.  

Based on three hours of an 
NFL Sunday, intergalactic ob-
servers would believe that all 

Americans belong to one clan. 
But sooner or later, space trav-

elers would find evidence of a 
different Klan, like the racist ter-
rorists who rampaged in the Red 
Summer of 1919, two years after 
Hamer, a civil rights and voting 
rights activist from Mississippi, 
was born.  

She was sickened and ex-
hausted by such mofos, and we 
abhor their offspring, many of 
whom still carry the torch in fol-
lowing Donald Trump under the 

MAGA flag. 
The NFL binds like nothing 

else, putting us shoulder-to-
shoulder with fans who despise 
the very Blackness they root for.  

Pittsburgh Steelers coach Mike 
Tomlin didn’t need a reminder 
but got one anyway for the shirt 
he wore during Saturday’s game. 
It read, “Justice, Opportunity, 
Freedom, Equity, NFL,” with the 
Steelers’ logo on one sleeve and 
Nike’s swoosh on the other. 

As encouraged by the NFL, fel-
low head coaches of color Anto-
nio Pierce (Las Vegas Raiders) 
and Robert Saleh (New York 
Jets) wore the same design last 
week, as did white head coaches 
Zach Taylor (Cincinnati Bengals) 
and Dennis Allen (New Orleans 
Saints).  

Jacksonville Jaguars head 
coach Doug Pederson wore a 
hoodie with the same words, as 
did multiple assistant coaches in 
Washington.  

Tampa Bay Buccaneers quar-
terback Baker Mayfield also 
sported gear with those benign 
ideals – justice, opportunity, free-
dom and equity.   

I don’t know if there was much 
reaction in other cities. But Tom-
lin’s shirt stirred a particularly 
virulent strain of racism among 
some Steelers fans (or bots pro-
grammed to inflame those fans).  

The backlash was chronicled 
by Steelers Wire under the head-
line, “Tomlin blasted by NFL 
Twitter for ‘propaganda’ sideline 
wear.”  

One user on X (formerly 
known as Twitter) asked if the 
“woke” coach could be ejected 

“for that ridiculous propaganda 
rag he calls a shirt.” Another said, 
“I’d fire Mike Tomlin for wea-
ring that stupid shirt.” Someone 
else tweeted that Tomlin’s shirt 
was ironic because “the once 
mighty Steelers would have fired 
him 5 years ago should he have 
been white.” 

Such is life for the NFL’s Black 
fans and employees, surrounded 
by fans (and co-workers?) who 
enjoy the product but vehemently 
oppose social justice. The league 
can paint “End Racism” in every 
end zone and put “Stop Hate” on 
every helmet, but it can’t separate 
itself from toxic mindsets en-
trenched in football hotbeds like 
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana 
and Texas.  

The Washington Post reports 
that the national landscape has 
been “divided into places where 
kids still mostly play tackle and 
places where they mostly don’t.” 
The football divide reflects the 
larger political schism that ails 
the country: “competing defini-
tions of patriotism, distrust in the 
media, the fetishization of mili-
tary symbolism, the trust and dis-
trust of science.” 

The NFL is attractive to both 
sides, but mine doesn’t mock 
Tomlin’s shirt. We also stand 
with former Miami Dolphins 
head coach Brian Flores and 
former NFL Network reporter 
Jim Trotter, both of whom have 
filed racial discrimination suits 
against the league. Way too many 
NFL fans disagree with our 
stance and believe institutional 
racism is a myth. 

The league says the right things 

and acts like an ally, but results 
are mixed. Diversity has im-
proved among quarterbacks and 
general managers, but not head 
coaches and offensive coordi-
nators. Meanwhile, the NFL’s 
“Inspire Change” social justice 
initiative is counterbalanced by 
faux patriotism and blatant glori-
fication of the military, red meat 
for enemies across the aisle. 

When cameras pan an NFL sta-
dium, capturing tens of thousands 
of spectators in full-throated glee, 
I know many of them aren’t 
down with the cause. When rat-
ings reveal that NFL games are 
TV’s most-watched broadcasts, I 
know many viewers vote against 
the interests of Black folks.  

Nearly 60% of NFL players are 
Black, which doesn’t hurt the 
sport’s unifying power. The Dal-
las Cowboys are nicknamed 
“America’s Team,” with fans of 
every ethnicity occupying every 
rung on the socioeconomic lad-
der. But it’s a mirage, just like 
America’s purported liberty and 
justice for all. 

I watch the games and cheer 
for my team, along with others 
who support it. We all wear the 
same jersey. 

But some of them make me 
sick and tired, showing their true 
colors at the sight of social jus-
tice T-shirts. 

—Deron Snyder, from Brook-
lyn, is an award-winning colum-
nist who lives near D.C. and 
pledged Alpha at HU-You Know! 
He’s reaching high, lying low, 
moving on, pushing off, keeping 
up, and throwing down.  

 

National Football League and 
its fans can blur true colors, but  
anti-Blackness shines through 
OPINION: The NFL binds like nothing else, putting us shoulder-to-shoulder 
with fans who despise the very Blackness they root for. By Deron Snyder 

Pittsburgh Steelers head 
coach Mike Tomlin on the 
field before an NFL football 
game against the Indiana-
polis Colts, Saturday, Dec. 
16, 2023, in Indianapolis. 
(AP Photo by Zach Bolinger, 
AP courtesy of the 
grio.com)
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