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W I S C O N S I N ’ S  L A R G E S T  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  N E W S P A P E R

Deacon Steve Przedpelski, 
Executive Director, and Mary 
Leach-Sumlin, Associate Di-
rector of Franciscan Peace-
makers have followed their 
passion in life—working with 
women to help them on a path-
way to sustainable, healthy and 
safe lives. 

Franciscan Peacemakers was 
founded almost thirty years 
ago by Fr. Bob Wheelock, pas-
tor of St. Elizabeth Church, 
and Fr. Mike Sullivan, pastor 
of St. Ben’s Church.  

Deacon Przedpelski later 
joined them. Franciscan Peace-
meakers connects women sur-
vivors of sexual exploitation 
and trauma to safe housing, 
meaningful work, and a heal-
ing network of support.  

The overarching goal is to 
end human sex trafficking 
through service and advocacy. 

“I worked in corporate for 
several years and I did not feel 
that I was making a difference 
in anyone’s life.  

“I wanted to do something 

that was helpful for others. If 
we can help one woman suc-
ceed and go on to change her 
life, it makes it all worth-
while,” said Leach-Sumlin. 

Deacon Przedpelski agrees. 
“I’ve been doing this work 

for 28 years now and I’ve ex-

perienced the loss of some of
the women; women who have
died trying to turn their lives
around.  

“But when women see the
potential in themselves, it just
confirms that every person is

Franciscan Peacemakers: 
Helping and Serving Women 
By Kathy Gaillard  

DIAMONDS&
DISCOVERIES

Profiles of Milwaukee’s  
NEW History Makers and Pioneers

Since the historic elec-
tion of America’s first 
Black president, Barack 
Obama, Black women 
have been lifted up as the 
backbone of the Demo-
cratic Party.  

The high turnout rate among 
Black female voters led to many 
critical victories for Democrats 
over the years, most notably the 
election of Joe Biden as president 
and Kamala Harris as America’s 
first Black female vice president. 

Despite their outsized political 
power at the ballot box, however, 
a new national survey conducted 
by Goldman Sachs’ One Million 
Black Women public policy initia-
tive reveals Black women suffer 
the most in the U.S. economy. 

The survey results — exclu-
sively reported by theGrio — pro-
vide insight into the stark 
economic realities for Black 
women, who earn less than the 
general U.S. population and owe 
more in student and medical debt. 

The findings come from the 
first-ever Money Matters: One 
Million Black Women Economic 
Mobility Survey, which surveyed 
2,500 U.S. adults.  

Among the many findings, the 

survey revealed that Black 
women, who are often the heads of 
households, are more likely to earn 
less than $50,000 before taxes, 
have fewer full-time salaried jobs 

and are seeking gig work at higher
rates than the broader population. 

There are also residual eco-
nomic barriers that come with

New affordable rental  
housing opportunities  
coming to ‘Tosa, Brown Deer  

Every family deserves a home to grow, thrive, and make memories, in-
cluding ones earning between $7.25 and $15 per hour!  

Access to affordable rental housing in Wauwatosa and Brown Deer is 
the focus of two upcoming information sessions set for Monday, October 
30, and Thursday, November 2. It’s part of the Affordable Housing Strate-
gic Plan put forth by the Community Development Alliance (CDA) and 
adopted by Milwaukee County. A total of over 80 affordable rental units 
are being built at both locations. The plan’s goal is to advance racial equity 
by providing a quality affordable home for every Milwaukeean, including 
residents from communities of color. 

Through the Milwaukee County Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices and its Housing Division, funding for the developments stems from 
a $6 million American Rescue Plan Act (APRA) investment. This 
summer, information sessions were held to provide details about another 
ARPA-funded project: the construction of 120 new single-family homes 
for first-time homebuyers near the Marcia P. Coggs Human Services 
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(continued on page 4)

Outreach Community 
Health Centers cut the ribbon 
recently officially opening the 
new 58,000-square-foot, $19 
million addition to its Capitol 
Drive clinic in Milwaukee.  

The new, four-story addition 
will allow the community 
health center to expand men-
tal and behavioral health 
services, to potentially hire 
more case managers for its 
community service programs 
and serve more patients.  

Outreach is one of several 
community health centers in 
the city that provides health 
care and other services at re-
duced cost to people in un-
derserved communities 
including people who are 
homeless or live in low-in-
come households. 

The expansion puts all of 
Outreach’s services under 
one roof, thus making it eas-
ier for clients to access all of 
Outreach’s programs, instead 
of having to go from one lo-
cation to the other.  

The clinic outgrew its loca-
tion at 711 W. Capitol Drive. 
In 2022, Outreach served 
about 14,000 people, mainly 
people covered by Badger-
Care Plus and other Medi-
caid programs and people 
who are uninsured.

Outreach Community Clinic cuts  
ribbon opening new $19M addition!

Pictured above (Left to Right): 
Board Member Sue Schuler, 
Glendale Mayor Bryan Ken-
nedy, Board Director, Carla 
Cross; Chief Executive Officer 
Julia Harris Robinson, WI U.S. 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin, Lt.  
Governor  Sara Rodriquez.  
—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

(continued on page 9)

Actor 
Richard Round-

tree, best known 
for the 1971 classic 

film, Shaft, has died at 
age 81 after a battle 

with Pancreatic 
Cancer. Story on  

page 5!

(continued on page 5)

New election data reveals 
key findings about Black 
women and the economy 
A survey from Goldman Sachs' One Million Black Women initiative 
reveals Black women earn less than the general U.S. population and 
owe more in student and medical debt  
By Gerren Keith Gaynor, 
courtesy of the grio.com

In this Nov. 3, 2020 photo, 
Tiffani Byron carries her 

completed ballot to the 
scanner at Lucky Shoals 

Park polling station in 
Norcross, Georgia. The 

high turnout rate among 
Black female voters led to 
many critical victories for 

Democrats over the 
years, but a new survey 

reveals that Black women 
suffer the most in the U.S. 
economy. (Photo: Jessica 

McGowan/Getty Images)

Deacon Steve 
Przedpelski

Opening ceremony for  the 
opening of a retail store by 
the Franciscan Peacemakers.
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Homelessness  
Awareness Month 
2023 Event Nov. 1 

MADISON, WI – The statewide kickoff 
event for Homelessness Awareness Month 
will be held at the Wisconsin State Capitol 
Rotunda on Nov. 1 at noon.  

This event is open to the public and every-
one is invited to attend.  

Speakers will include state representatives 

addressing the concerns of homelessness in 
Wisconsin and individuals speaking about 
their lived experience of homelessness.  

This event is an opportunity to build much 
needed awareness of the homeless crisis in 
our state. 

Local communities around the state may 
also be holding their own events in the month 
of November to mark Homelessness Aware-
ness Month. 

One of the speakers at the Nov. 1 statewide 
event will be state Rep. Patrick Snyder (As-
sembly District 85).  

Homeless individuals at Tent City, taken in 2019 for an Urban Milwaukee article. Tent City was a homeless encampment 
that  sprawled across five acres under the I-794 freeway west of 6th Street between West Clybourn and West St. Paul 
Avenues.  Tent City no longer exists. The occupants were force to leave the location because of  a planned joint De-
partment of Transportation-City of Milwaukee green infrastructure  project. —Photo courtesy of urbanmilwaukee.com

Who,What, 
Where,When 

COMING AND PAST HAPPENINGS IN  
AND OUTSIDE OF YOUR COMMUNITY!

The 1950s-1960s Reunion Committee 
of North Division High School invites 
alumni from that period to an “Evening of 
Soul!” Saturday, October 28, at the Wis-
consin Black Historical Society/Museum, 
2620 W. Center Street.  

The event is from 5 to 11 p.m. The cost 
is $65 per person. 

Entertainment will be provided by Ma-
hogany Soul. Dance music will be pro-
vided by Larry Beatty. 

The doors of the WBHSM will open at 5 
p.m. Dinner starts at 6 p.m.  

Entertainment will be from 5 to 8:30 
p.m., followed by dancing, from 8:30 to 
10:30 p.m. 

For more information, contact Jacqueli-
ine Smith at 414-935-1015 or Jim Cope-
land at 414-365-1313. Proceeds from the 
event will benefit the North Division Class 
of 2024 students.

North Division H. S. alumni 
announce “Evening of 
Soul” Oct. 28 at Wisconsin 
Black Historical 
Society/Museum

Grammy-nominated Patrice 
Rushen to perform at GMUL 
Black&White Ball November 4th 

Legendary recording artist Patrice Rushen is the 
headline musical act for Greater Milwaukee Urban 
League’s 38th Annual Black and White Ball on No-
vember 4th at the Wisconsin Center in downtown 
Milwaukee. 

Rushen is a Grammy-nominated  artist whose 
musical talents span five decades. She has re-
leased 15 albums, including two that were 

Grammy nominated. Rushen has been nominated for four Grammy Awards 
in total, including her 1982 hit “Forget Me Nots”, which earned a nomination 
for Best Female R&B Vocal Performance.  

The Black and White Ball sells out each year; individuals and organizations 
are encouraged to purchase tickets now.  

More information on sponsorships, tickets, and other details can be found 
at tmul.org in the Black and White Ball section.

Flavor & Flash! Chili & 
Jewelry Sale Returns  
Start  holiday shopping, enjoy chili & 
hear live music. 

Back to brighten your weekend: the beloved 
Warm Your Heart Chili and Jewelry Sale! The 
event will be from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 16, at St. Ann Center for Intergenera-
tional Care-Stein Campus, 2801 E. Morgan Ave. 
This special fundraiser will feature chili donated 
by popular Milwaukee restaurants, fun and af-
fordable jewelry, a gift market of local vendors, 
live music and more.  

 Chili will be sold by the bowl and in flights, 
with a variety of styles and heat levels, and with 
all the fixings to suit your taste. 

Jewelry lovers can browse hundreds of pieces 
of vintage, retro and heirloom jewelry—cocktail 
rings, statement necklaces, brilliant bracelets, 
sparkly brooches, elegant watches, cuff  and 
earrings, both clip-on and pierced styles. St. 
Ann Center volunteers regularly collect, eval-

uate, repair and clean donated jewelry for sales 
at bargain prices throughout the year. 

Also featured will be a collection of designer 
jewelry handcrafted by Sr. Edna Lonergan, St. 
Ann Center founder and president. Sr. Edna 
began making jewelry years ago as a pastime 
and a way to supplement funding for the chil-
dren, seniors and adults with disabilities served 
by St. Ann Center.  

The center’s spacious atrium will be filled with 
more than two dozen vendors offering hand-
made soaps, candles and lotions, local produce 
and honey, wild rice, natural laundry detergent, 
quality handcrafts, reclaimed wood décor, gour-
met foods and more. Club Veranda, accessible 
by stairs or elevator, offers tables and chairs to 
enjoy your chili while tapping your toes to tunes 
from the ever-popular Cream City Folk.  

All proceeds from the chili and jewelry sale go 
to support the care of children and adults of all 
ages and abilities who spend their day together 
at St. Ann Center.  

For more information, call (414) 977-5064, or 
see the Facebook Event for updates. 
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Conversation focusing on breast 
cancer set for Saturday, Oct. 28 

Dr. Staci Young (pictured at right), professor and director of com-
munity engagement for the Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW), 
will lead a discussion about breast cancer disparities and resiliency 
Saturday, October 28, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Divine Wellness 
and Counseling, 2207 W. Center Street. Called, “Together We 
Rise,” the community conversation will focus on the latest data on 
breast cancer in the community.  

Dr. Kirsten Beyer, a professor with the Institute for Health and 
Equity at MCW; and Gale Johnson, program director with the Wis-
consin Well Woman Program, will join Young for the discussion and 
will give their insights on the numbers and what  women can do to 
make an impact.  

After the conversation attendees are invited to a wig style show 
and therapeutic art opportunity. A complimentary lunch will be pro-
vided. For more information, contact Debra Nevels at 414-955-2364 
or Courtney Jankowski at 414-955-8325.

Dr. Staci Young
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Center, located at 1220 W. Vliet St. 
Representatives from the Milwaukee County Office of Equity and the 

Community Development Alliance (CDA) will give an overview of the 
locations, the units, and the steps required to become a renter.  

Monday, Oct. 30 at 5:30 p.m. North Avenue Marketplace located at 
5900 W. North Avenue. This information session will provide details 
about rental units that will be under construction at 11500 W. Burleigh 
St. in Wauwatosa by local developer MSP Real Estate. 

Thursday, Nov. 2 at 5:30 p.m. at Brown Deer Park Clubhouse located 
at 7835 N. Green Bay Rd. This information session will provide details 
about rental units that will be under construction at 4195 W. Bradley Rd. 
in Brown Deer by local developer Jewish Family Services.  

To attend either of the above sessions, residents are invited to visit the 
Milwaukee County Office of Equity’s website at 
county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Office-of-Equity. Guests may also call Rick 
Banks at 414-309-5028, or Cordella Jones at 414-217-7494. 

(continued from front page)

Affordable rental housing  
for Wauwatosa, Brown Deer

Pick ‘n Save and Metro Market 
Stores, Including New Milwaukee 
Location, Accepting Discarded 
Medications on National  
Prescription Drug Take Back Day 

National Prescription Drug Take Back Day is a 
vital initiative helping communities throughout 
Wisconsin, and around the country, safely dis-
pose of expired and unused medications.  

Kroger Health/Roundy’s Supermarkets is collaborating 
with Cardinal Health for National Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day drop-off on Saturday, October 28, 2023, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., at Pick ‘n Save at 2355 N 35 Street, Milwaukee; 
Metro Market, N65 W24838 Main Street, Sussex; and Pick 
‘n Save, 8770 S. Howell Avenue, Oak Creek outside stores. 

Waukesha County Sheriff Department – Sussex Division, 
Oak Creek Police Department, and Milwaukee Police De-
partment – District Three are 
partnering with our onsite 
Pharmacy Team to collect 
expired or unused pills, liq-
uids, gels, sharps (where ac-
cepted), and patches outside 
these store locations.  

No medications will be ac-
cepted inside stores. Accept-
ance of liquids, gels, 
patches, and sharps may 
vary by location. 

“Partnering with local law 
enforcement on National 
Prescription Drug Take Back 
Day deepens our commit-
ment to building strong 
communities by supporting 
healthier habits and feeding 
the human spirit,” explains 
Birgitta Monson, PharmD, 
Division Health Leader.  

“Last year, our participat-
ing Pick ‘n Save and Metro 
Market locations collected 
more than 580 lbs. of medi-
cation and sharps during the 
October 2022 National Prescription Drug Take Back Day. 
We look forward to again being a safe local resource to res-
idents for the disposal of expired and unused medications 
this year.” 

The National Center for Drug Abuse Statistics reports that 
16.3 million Americans misuse prescription drugs annually 
and more than 700,000 Americans lose their lives to drug 
overdoses.  

Cardinal Health and Kroger have collaborated on prescrip-
tion drug take back events since 2018.  

To date nationwide, we’ve collected more than 147,000 
pounds of unused and unwanted medication for safe dis-
posal and hosted 67,000 visitors at these events to help 
people get rid of unwanted or unused medications. 

To arrange an interview for National Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day, contact Emilie Williamson, RDN, CD, Di-
vision Corporate Affairs Manager. 
emilie.williamson@roundys.com For more information and 
additional details about Pick ‘n Save,  

Metro Market and Kroger Health participation, visit 
https://www.picknsave.com/health/pharmacy/prescrip-
tions/takeback. 

“Last year, our 
participating Pick 
‘n Save and Metro 
Market locations 
collected more 
than 580 lbs. of 
medication and 
sharps during the 
October 2022 Na-
tional Prescription 
Drug Take Back 
Day. We look for-
ward to again 
being a safe local 
resource to res-
idents for the dis-
posal of expired 
and unused medi-
cations this 
year.”—Birgitta Mon-
son, PharmD, Division 
Health Leader.  

Here we go again. 
Just when we thought 

the educational playing 
field was covered with 
new 'financial sod,' the 
groundskeeper sprays it 
with toxic 'Negro weed 
killer.' 

As many proponents of the Mil-
waukee Parental Choice Program 
(MPCP) feared in light of the ideo-
logical shift of the state supreme 
court, the so-called progressive 
(liberal Democrats) groundskeeper 
has introduced yet another lawsuit 
to stop the program.   

The lawsuit comes shortly after 
state lawmakers passed a billion-
dollar educational appropriation 
that includes major subsidies for 
government schools and closes the 
gap between them and private 
schools participating in the MPCP.  

Kirt Bangstad is a rejected, de-
jected, idiosyncratic state assembly 
candidate who is apparently trying 
to promote himself and get into the 
good graces of his party and the 
‘educracy’ by funding a lawsuit in 
which he claims the parental em-
powerment program is unconstitu-
tional.  

In essence, Bangstad wants to ne-
gate the hopes of 50,000 students 
participating in the state's four 
school choice programs and replace 
Milwaukee's groundbreaking initia-
tive with an updated Fugitive Slave 
Act. 

The fact that school choice is 
widely popular (including among a 
majority of Democrats), serves pri-
marily low-income African Ameri-
can families seeking to break the 
chains of poverty, and has a proven 
track record apparently holds no 
weight with Bangstad.   

I can only assume the other hand-
picked plaintiffs are guided by prej-
udicial images of African 
Americans and apathy toward their 
plight. 

While some may be surprised 
Democrats continue to fight to 
block the school choice doors given 
the hypocrisy of their opposition 
but more so because it has created 
a national disconnect that is only 
widening, I am not. 

From my vantage point, the 
Dem's loyalty to the educracy and 
teachers' union over faithful Black 
voters merely striving to break the 
chains of poverty is nothing short 
of insulting, and the reason why I 
remain politically independent. 

That dichotomy is becoming a 
matter of great debate locally and 
nationally, as more African Ameri-
can men are questioning what 
benefits we accrue from the party 
other than being the alternative to 
Donald Trump, who saw his Black 
vote double in the last presidential 
election. 

Some are also starting to redefine 
the tenets of racism to include the 
paternalization of Democrats who 
claim to be champions of the down-
trodden and us 'po, ignit' darkies 
but are instead making money from 
our poverty and poor educations.   

An elderly brother I ran into at 
my 'Fro' shop posited that only the 
rhetoric of Democrats has changed 
since the days of their opposition to 
Black progress.   

The brother said today's Demo-
crats are the educated children of 
leaders like the late Alabama Gov-
ernor George Wallace, who stood 
in front of the schoolhouse door in 

the late ‘50s blocking Negro chil-
dren from entering while declaring, 
'segregation today, segregation to-
morrow, segregation forever.' 

The senior said he found it inter-
esting that 'public schools' are 
today more segregated than they 
were when Wallace made his state-
ment. 

I'm not suggesting every plaintiff 
associated with the new lawsuit is 
racist, but you cannot ignore the 
fact that it is based on a racist par-
adigm and would set back civil 
rights and Black empowerment. 

How else can you label its rami-
fications?   

Instead of locking out Black 
folks, the lawsuit would lock them 
in…failing schools. 

Even opponents of school choice 
admit that if the lawsuit is success-
ful, it would create significant 
havoc in that MPS could not ac-
commodate 30,000 students. There 
are not enough teachers or re-
sources.   

Classroom space may be another 

matter, given that taxpayers are 
paying for dozens of empty 
schools. 

Many others are operating at less 
than capacity, like North Division, 
with 400 students in a facility built 
for 1,500. 

Of course, that's assuming Dem-
ocrats and the court can force chil-
dren to attend schools they feel are 
unsafe or offer inferior education.   

Imagine telling a student attend-
ing Messmer High School, a pre-
mier private academy, or the 
Howard Fuller Academy Charter 
they have to now attend North Di-
vision High School, with its zero 
proficiency in math, reading, and 
science and the lowest graduation 
rate in the state! 

Lost in the body of the lawsuit is 
the fact that most parents made a 
conscious decision to remove their 
children from MPS. There are 
many good MPS schools. Most of 
them, however, have entry require-
ments for which most Black chil-
dren are ineligible because they 
attended lower quality-graded ele-
mentary schools or come from 
households where education is not 
a high priority. 

For the parents of those chil-
dren—private or charter—these al-
ternatives to MPS provide an 
option to break generational failure. 

But, make no mistake,  this law-
suit, nor previous suits over the past 
30 years, is not about what's best 
for the children.   

It never was.   
It's about controlling resources 

and reestablishing an education 
monopoly to ensure jobs and bene-
fits for special interests. 

If it was about the welfare of the 
children, why are so many teachers 
and educrats sending their children 
to the same private schools they are 
trying to remove from the choice 
program? 

Aren't government schools equal, 

if not better? 
Just last week, I posted an inter-

view with Chicago Teacher Union 
president Stacy Davis Gates, who 
is African American, in which she 
attempts to justify sending her son 
to a private school, even as she ex-
pressed 'hatred' for school choice.   

In the same breath, she said she 
was 'forced' to send her child to a 
private school because the public 
schools are inferior. 

In fact, the hypocrisy of that sce-
nario is illuminated by the rev-
elation that our state superintendent 
of public instruction, Jill Underly, 
has publicly stated she opposes 
Black families leaving MPS for pri-
vate schools under the MPCP par-
adigm but sent her own child to 
one. 

Her rationale? She actually stated 
on Black radio that she is 'privi-
leged.' 

Bangstad, who lost in his bid for 
a state assembly seat by a two-to-
one margin, even though his beer 
business, Minocqua Brewing, is a 

significant employer in that north-
ern community, knows little of the 
quality of education in Milwaukee 
and less about the challenges of 
poor Black families. 

Interestingly, he uses his brew-
ery's PAC to promote 'progressive' 
causes, which apparently includes 
the Fugitive Slave Act and Mani-
fest Destiny.   

I've dug deep to investigate if any 
of his 'causes' include anything that 
would empower African Ameri-
cans. Still, aside from stating that 
U.S. Senator Ron Johnson ran a 
racist campaign when he defeated 
Mandela Barnes last year, there is 
nothing of note. 

Indeed, I assume the only person 
of color to ever visit his home was 
on the box of Uncle Ben's rice. 

It's also apparent that neither 
Bangstad nor his co-plaintiffs are 
interested in the welfare of poor 
minority children because if they 
were, they would focus their time 
and energies on figuring out why so 
many of them are deserting the 
Milwaukee government school sys-
tem.   

Is it because the 'choice schools' 
have higher graduation rates? Are 
safer? Or because they have higher 
test scores, college acceptance 
rates, and parents have input into 
the educational environment.  

Is it because some teach prayer 
instead of having their children 
'preyed' upon? 

Then again, maybe it's because 
MPS  (a misnomer since any school 
that receives a majority of its fund-
ing from 'our' tax dollars is a public 
school) has been assessed by the 
federal government as hosting the 
broadest racial achievement gap in 
the United States of America?   

Even worse, MPS has the dis-
tinction of being home to the lo-
west Black reading proficiency 
rates for 4th and 8th graders this 
side of Cuba? 

Naw,  the lawsuit is not about the 
kids nor the quality of education of-
fered by private schools since most 
agree with the rationale of parents 
with resources—including govern-
ment school teacher and their 
leaders—for sending their children 
to private schools. 

This lawsuit's sole purpose, de-
spite the legal double talk, is about 
maintaining a monopoly and ap-
peasing special interests. It's about 
Democrats' repaying the teachers' 
union for their support over that of 
disingenuously loyal Black voters. 

The truth is if poor parents have 
the 'right' to choose where their 
children will attend school (versus 
educrats) the entire poverty indus-
try will fall apart. 

And I'm not exaggerating.   
Poor education contributes sig-

nificantly to criminality, poverty, 
and social dysfunction, each an ele-
ment that fuels and funds the pov-
erty industry. 

As I've posited, the Republicans 
own the rent-a-centers, and Demo-

crats make sure the poor have just 
enough money to pay a down pay-
ment for a $55,000 television. 

If Bangstad and his cronies were 
interested in the welfare of chil-
dren, why pay for a lawsuit that 
would discontinue a much-needed 
and successful program. Instead, 
they should use those resources to 
sue MPS, as has been suggested by 
the state NAACP. 

I have doubts whether the local 
NAACP would join in a discussion 
about a lawsuit similar to two 
others that contend the government 
school system is not educating its 
charges.  

But as I noted in a three-part 
series earlier this year, Wendel Har-
ris, state president, is open to the 
idea. 

Not by coincidence, Harris was 
an adamant opponent of school 
choice. Until that is, he was elected 
to the Milwaukee School Board.   

During his tenure, and seeing the 
toxic nature of government educa-
tion, he made a 180-degree turn.   

His reward for ‘seeing the light’ 
was to be attacked by the teachers 
union and cast off the board. 

What Harris realized is that 
schools like Carmen and Milwau-
kee College Prep offered far better 
quality than MPS and should be 
part of a system of schools, versus 
children being forced to navigate a 
singular 'school system.'   

My research of Bangstad re-
vealed he was a professional singer 
before managing his brewery.   

That explains a great deal.   
One is that he is singing the 

polka while Black children are 
singing the blues.   

And Secondly, maybe he's drink-
ing too much of his own brew and 
is intoxicated on power and a desire 
to make a name for himself---at our 
children's expense. 

Hotep. 

Lawsuit against choice 
program by ‘singing 
brewmeister’ will do 
nothing but leave  
African American kids 
singin’ the blues!

“In essence, Bangstad wants 
to negate the hopes of 50,000 
students participating in the 
state's four school choice  
programs and replace  
Milwaukee's groundbreaking 
initiative with an updated  
Fugitive Slave Act.” Kirt Bangstad
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Richard Roundtree, the trail-
blazing actor who starred as the 
ultra-smooth private detective 
in several “Shaft” films begin-
ning in the early 1970s, has 
died. He was 81. 

Roundtree’s longtime man-
ager, Patrick McMinn, said the 
actor had been diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer and died at 
his home in Los Angeles on 
Tuesday.  

He was diagnosed with 
breast cancer in 1993 and un-
derwent a double mastectomy. 

“Richard’s work and career 
served as a turning point for 
African American leading 
men,” McMinn said. “The im-
pact he had on the industry can-
not be overstated.” 

Roundtree, who was born in 
New Rochelle, New York, was 
considered as the first Black 

action hero and became one of 
the leading actors in the blax-
ploitation genre through his 
New York street smart John 
Shaft character in the Gordon 
Parks-directed film in 1971.  

At age 28, it was Roundtree’s 
first feature film appearance 
after starting his career as a 
model. 

Roundtree’s “Shaft” was part 
of a change in how Black 
movies were viewed in Holly-
wood, which failed to consider 
Black actors – especially for 
leading roles — in projects at 
the time. The blaxploitation 
films were primarily aimed at 
the African American au-
diences. 

In the film, his character 
navigated the world of thugs. 
He regularly whipped out pop-
ular one-liners like “It’s my 
duty to please that booty.” 

“What we were doing was a 
good, old Saturday afternoon 
shoot ’em up,” Roundtree said 
in a 2000 interview with The 
Associated Press. 

Isaac Hayes’ “Shaft” theme 
song — which included the line 
“You a bad mother— (Shut 
your mouth)” — helped insin-
uate the original movie into the 
pop-cult consciousness.  

The singer, who died in 2008, 
said the song was “like the 
‘shot heard round the world.”  

His single won an Academy 

Award for best song in 1971 
and two Grammys the follow-
ing year. 

After the film’s success, 
Roundtree returned in sequels 
“Shaft’s Big Score” in 1972 

and “Shaft in Africa” in 1973. 
That same year, he played the 
savvy detective once again on 
the CBS television series 
“Shaft,” which lasted only 
seven episodes. 

Roundtree reprised his role in 

the 2000 “Shaft” film, a revival 
that starred Samuel L. Jackson. 
He appeared as Jackson’s uncle 
in the big-budget film that was 
aimed at the general audience. 
Both appeared again in the 

same roles in 
the 2019 film star-
ring Jessie T. Usher. 

Jackson called Roundtree the 
“prototype” and the “best to 
ever do it” in a social media 
post. 

“SHAFT, as we know it is & 
will always be his Creation,”
he said of Roundtree. “His
passing leaves a deep hole not 
only in my heart, but I’m sure 
a lotta y’all’s, too.” 

Through his 50-plus year ca-
reer, Roundtree appeared in a 
number other notable films in-

cluding “Earthquake,” 
“Man Friday” with 

Peter O’Toole, 
“Roots,” “Maniac 
Cop” “Se7en” 
and “What Men 
Want” starring 
Taraji P. Henson. 

He also made 
his mark with tele-

vision roles on 
“Magnum P.I.,” “The 

Love Boat,” “Being Mary 
Jane” and “The Love Boat.” 

In 1995, Roundtree received 
a lifetime achievement award
at the MTV Movie & TV 
awards. 

low-wage and non-salaried work. 
For example, only 43% of Black 
women received health insurance 
through their employer, compared 
to 53% nationwide.  

And despite 56% of U.S. adults 
receiving paid sick leave from 
their employer, only 50% of Black 
women receive that benefit. 

Black women are also saddled 
with disproportionate debt. The 
One Million Black Women survey 
finds that 37% of Black women 
have medical debt compared to 
29% of U.S. adults, and 64% of 
Black women with student loan 
debt owe more than $25,000, com-
pared to 55% of the population. 

Additionally, 19% of Black 
women seeking employment re-
ported that childcare is a barrier af-
fecting their job search, compared 
to 11% of all U.S. adults. 

This stark economic data may 
explain why the One Million 
Black Women survey also found 
that jobs and the economy are a 
top concern (22%) for Black 
women ahead of the 2024 elec-
tions, coming only second to con-
cerns about the future of 
democracy (24%). 

Melanie L. Campbell, president 
and CEO of the National Coalition 
on Black Civic Participation and a 
member of the One Million Black 
Women Advisory Council, told 
theGrio that the new survey results 
would be crucial for policymakers 
who have the ability to craft policy 
to close the longstanding eco-
nomic gaps for Black women. 

“You can’t make good policy 
without good data,” said Camp-
bell. “Policy is a part of being able 
to impact systemic change.” 

Campbell said actions that the 
federal government could take to 
improve economic outcomes for 
Black women include expanding 
access to “quality” childcare, es-
tablishing federal standards for 
paid family and sick leave, cancel-
ing student debt and improving ac-
cess to capital for small business 
owners. 

While policymakers call on the 
public sector to do what is nec-
essary to help Black women thrive 
in the U.S. economy, One Million 

Black Women aims to do that 
through private investment and 
philanthropic endeavors.   

Asahi Pompey, global head of 
corporate engagement at Goldman 
Sachs, told theGrio that through 
this national survey, “We really 
wanted to shed light on the eco-
nomic realities of Black women to 
really understand the key drivers 
and, ultimately, trigger a conver-
sation around informed real solu-
tions to the challenges.” 

Pompey has led One Million 
Black Women since the initiative 
— which is aimed at investing $10 
billion toward creating economic 
opportunity for at least one million 
Black women by 2030 — was 
launched in March 2021.   

In an effort to turn the tide for 

Black women who are often 
drowning in economic hardships, 
Goldman Sachs is also investing 
$100 million in philanthropic cap-
ital to Black women entrepreneurs 
over the next decade. 

“Black women start businesses 
faster than any other demographic 
in the United States. And yet … 
three years later, 97% of those 
businesses are no longer in busi-
ness, and sometimes she’s in a far 
more difficult position,” said Pom-
pey, who is the highest-ranking 
Black woman at Goldman Sachs. 

“Our Black in Business initia-
tive was really born to sort of turn 
that trend around,” she continued, 
“and really be able to help Black 
women who are starting busi-
nesses be able to succeed.” 

Erica Bigger, a small business 
owner in Baltimore, is one of the 
Black women who have benefited 
from OMBW’s Black in Business 
Cohort 2 program. The single 
mother told theGrio that despite all 
that she gained from the program 
to manage her business better, she 
continues to struggle economically 
due to a host of barriers like the 
cost of childcare, healthcare and 
mounting student debt. Bigger 
also works side jobs in order to 
live while she works to expand her 
business. 

“I have a degree, and it’s still 
hard for me to get a job making 
over a certain amount of salary,” 
said Bigger, a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Maryland Eastern Shore 
and Fashion Institute of Technol-

ogy. 
Still, despite the economic chal-

lenges that Black women endure, 
the Goldman Sachs survey found 
that 63% of Black women remain 
optimistic about their future.  

“I’m not wavering from being 
optimistic and believing in my 
dreams,” Bigger told theGrio. 
“I’m fully committed to investing 
my all and nurturing my business 
and securing a brighter future for 
my child and my family – that’s 
what’s gonna keep me going.” 

The national survey also found 
that Black women are motivated to 
vote in the upcoming 2024 elec-
tions, where their turnout has de-
cided crucial elections.  

Of those surveyed, 86% of 
Black women said they would def-

initely or probably vote in the
2024 presidential election. 

Bigger said she “definitely”
plans to vote on Nov. 5, 2024, tell-
ing theGrio, “I’m going to be
doing my research …but I defi-
nitely want [candidates] to really 
take time to know the information 
… the statistics and the numbers.”

“These are real people,” she
added, “and this is their liveli-
hood.” 

Campbell, who is also the con-
vener of the Black Women’s
Roundtable, told theGrio that
while on her “Power of the Ballot” 
national tour, she and others are
getting an early start with mobiliz-
ing Black voters, particularly
Black women. 

“Black women are still gonna be 
the drivers of the Black vote,” said 
Campbell. “As we get closer to the 
election, those numbers will
grow.” 

Pompey said through Goldman 
Sachs employees and the Black
women they work with in OMBW, 
the company sees that people are 
“very engaged” and “care about
the direction of our country.” 

“It’s a platform that we fully
support. I think that can only be
better for our country to have more 
people that are engaged gen-
erally,” she said. 

Pompey said the launch of the
national survey is the start of what 
will be recurring. She told theGrio:
“We want to be able to have really
salient data every single time.” 

Ultimately, the work to narrow 
the earning gaps for Black women 
will benefit everyone, as noted by 
Goldman Sachs research that con-
cluded that doing so could raise
the U.S.’ annual GDP by as much 
as 2.1% each year and has the po-
tential to generate 1.2 million to
1.7 million American jobs. 

“With collective investment
from the private sector and the
public sector, and that grit, deter-
mination, and optimism of Black 
women,” said Pompey, “there’s a
real opportunity here for us to
make a lasting impact.” 

—Gerren Keith Gaynor is a 
White House Correspondent and 
the Managing Editor of Politics
at theGrio. He is based in Wash-
ington, D.C.

New election data reveals key findings 
about Black women and the economy

(continued from front page)

The One Million Black Women survey finds 
that 37% of Black women have medical 
debt compared to 29% of U.S. adults, and 
64% of Black women with student loan debt 
owe more than $25,000, compared to 55% 
of the population. (Photo: AdobeStock)

A voter is seen at the Metropolitan Library 
polling place on Election Day in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on Nov. 3, 2020. (Photo: Tom Wil-
liams/CQ-Roll Call, Inc via Getty Images)

‘Shaft’ star Richard  
Roundtree, considered 
the first Black action 
movie hero, has died at 81 

Roundtree 
had been  
diagnosed with 
pancreatic 
cancer and died 
at his home in 
Los Angeles on 
Tuesday.  
Article courtesy of  
Associated Press via  
thegrio.com

“SHAFT, as we know it is and 
will always be his  
Creation...His passing 
leaves a deep hole not 
only in my heart, but 
I’m sure a lotta 
y’all’s, 
too.”

—Actor Samuel L. Jack-
son (at right), who por-
trayed the iconic character 
in two films with Roundtree 
several years ago.

Richard Roundtree  
in a scene from 
“SHAFT”

The National Pulse
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SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2023CV7330 
In the matter of the name change of: JO-
SEPH KAYNE STEFANOVICH 
By (Petitioner) JENNI LYNN KMIE-
CIK 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JOSEPH KAYNE STEFANO-
VICH to: JOSEPH KAYNE TAMBLE 
Birth Certificate: JOSEPH KAYNE 
STEFANOVICH 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. LINDSEY 
GRADY ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE NOVEMBER 8, 2023, 
TIME 3:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 9-29-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. LINDSEY GRADY 
Circuit Court Judge 
561/10-11-18-25-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV005293 
In the matter of the name change of: 
NICO LAREECE BRYANT 
By (Petitioner) LALOIS COLE-PEL-
ZEK 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: NICO LAREECE BRYANT to: 
NICO LAREECE COLE-PELZEK 
Birth Certificate: NICO LAREECE 
BRYANT 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE SEPTEMBER 15, 2023, TIME 
9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 7-19-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
560/10-11-18-25-2023 
 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV008097 
In the matter of the name change of: 
AVI RICO CORTINEZ 
By (Petitioner) AVI RICO CORTINEZ 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: AVI RICO CORTINEZ to: AVI 
ROJELIO RODRIGUEZ 
Birth Certificate: AVI ROJELIO RO-
DRIGUEZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE DECEMBER 4, 2023, TIME 
10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10-25-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
582/10-25/11-1-8-2023 

SUMMONS  
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
DIVORCE – 40101 

Case No. 2203FA005145 
 In Re: The marriage of Petitioner: NI-
KISHA MONIQUE ROSE and EREK 
DASHAWN ROSE 
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO 
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE AS 
RESPONDENT: 
You are notified that the petitioner 
named above has filed a Petition for di-
vorce or legal separation against you. 
 
You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition within 
40 days from the day after the first day 
of publication. 
 
The demand must be sent or delivered 
to the court at: Clerk of Court, Milwau-
kee County Courthouse 901 N 9th St 
Milwaukee WI 53233 and to NIKISHA 
MONIQUE ROSE 4635 N 50th  St Mil-
waukee WI 53218 
 
It is recommended, but not required that 
you have an attorney help or represent 
you. 
 
If you do not demand a copy of the Peti-
tion within 40 days, the court may grant 
judgment against you for the award of 
money or other legal action requested in 
the Petition, and you may lose your 
right to object to anything that is or may 
be incorrect in the Petition.  
A judgment may be enforced as pro-
vided by law. A judgment awarding 
money may become a lien against any 
real estate you own now or in the future 
and may also be enforced by garnish-
ment or seizure of property. 
 
You are further notified that if the 
parties to this action have minor chil-
dren, violation of 948.31 Wis. Stats., 
(Interference with custody by parent or 
others) is punishable by fines and/or im-
prisonment:  
If you and the petitioner have minor 
children, documents setting forth the 
percentage standard for child support 
established by the department under 
49.22(9), Wis. Stats., and the factors 
that a court may consider for modifica-
tion of that standard under 767.511 
(1m).  Wis Stats. are available upon 
your request from the Clerk of Court.  
You are notified of the availability of in-
formation from the Circuit Court Com-
missioner as set forth in 767.105 Wis. 
Stats. 
 
Date: 10-9-2023 
BY: NIKISHA MONIQUE ROSE 
563/10-11-18-25-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007338 
In the matter of the name change of: 
LAQUASIA  SANDERS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: LAQUASIA  ANTONETTE 
SANDERS to: QUAVION ANTO-
NETTE  SANDERS 
Birth Certificate: LAQUASIA  ANTO-
NETTE SANDERS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDOLYN 
CONNOLLY BR. 44 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE NOVEMBER 16, 2023, 
TIME 11:00 A.M.  
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 9-29-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CONNOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
562/10-11-18-25-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007080 
In the matter of the name change of: 
JENNIFER LEA SHARPE-GONZA-
LEZ 
By (Petitioner) JENNIFER LEA 
SHARPE-GONZALEZ 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JENNIFER LEA SHARPE-
GONZALEZ to: JENNIFER LEA 
SHARPE 
Birth Certificate: JENNIFER LEA 
SHARPE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-

SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE NOVEMBER 6, 2023, TIME 
9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10-10-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
564/10-11-18-25-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2023CV7611 
In the matter of the name change of: 
MAYA MARIE LORENZ 
By (Petitioner) MAYA MARIE LO-
RENZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: MAYA MARIE LORENZ to: 
MAYA CHOLEWA-MARIE LORENZ 
Birth Certificate: MAYA MARIE LO-
RENZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. LINDSEY 
GRADY ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE NOVEMBER 30, 2023, 
TIME 4:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10-9-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. LINDSEY GRADY 
Circuit Court Judge 
565/10-11-18-25-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007698 
In the matter of the name change of: 
RYA JADE ORTIZ MARTINEZ 
By (Petitioner) LEYSHLA ORTIZ 
MARTINEZ 
By (Co-Petitioner) THOMAS GRAY 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: RYA JADE ORTIZ MARTINEZ 
to: RYA JADE GRAY 
Birth Certificate: RYA JADE ORTIZ 
MARTINEZ 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE NOVEMBER 30, 2023, TIME 
9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 9/28/2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
566/10-11-18-25-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007523 
In the matter of the name change of: 
WILLIAM FRANKLIN WETHERILT 
By (Co-Petitioner) WILLIAM FRANK-
LIN WETHERILT 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: WILLIAM FRANKLIN WE-
THERILT to: WILLIAM FRANKLIN 
HEFFERNAN WETHERILT 
Birth Certificate: WILLIAM FRANK-
LIN WETHERILT 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDOLYN 
CONNOLLY BR. 44 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE NOVEMBER 15, 2023, 

TIME 2:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10-5-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CONNOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
569/10-18-25/11-1-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV006936 
In the matter of the name change of: 
AMIAH MARIE LEE 
By (Petitioner) DEANGELO KA-
TRELL PATE SR 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: AMIAH MARIE LEE to: 
AMIAH MARIE PATE 
Birth Certificate: AMIAH MARIE LEE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG 
BR 47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, 53233  
DATE NOVEMBER 10, 2023, TIME 
4:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 9/14/2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
571/10-18-25/11-1-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV006936 
In the matter of the name change of: 
TAVION LEE HOPKINS 
By (Petitioner) DEANGELO KA-
TRELL PATE SR 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: TAVION LEE HOPKINS to: 
TAVION LEE HOPKINS-PATE 
Birth Certificate: TAVION LEE HOP-
KINS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY YANG 
BR 47 PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, 53233  
DATE NOVEMBER 10, 2023, TIME 
4:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 

(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 9/14/2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
570/10-18-25/11-1-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

           STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007753 
In the matter of the name change of: 
TANIA YAHELIN RODRIGUEZ 
By (Petitioner) NORMA JANET GU-
TIERREZ 
By (Co-Petitioner) ALLON FER-
NONDO GUTIERREZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: TANIA YAHELIN RODRI-
GUEZ TO: TANIA YAHELIN GU-
TIERREZ 
Birth Certificate: TANIA YAHELIN 
RODRIGUEZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID BO-
ROWSKI PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE: 
NOVEMBER 16, 2023, TIME 1:30 
P.M.  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  10-12-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
Circuit Court Judge 
567/10-18-25/11-1-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

           STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007780 
In the matter of the name change of: 
MA TING WIN 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: MA TING WIN TO: SNOW 
PAWNAY SOE 
Birth Certificate: MA TING WIN 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. PEDRO A 
COLON ROOM 412 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE: DECEMBER 4, 2023, 
TIME 2:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 

Dated:  10-13-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. PEDRO A COLON 
Circuit Court Judge 
573/10-18-25/11-1-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007575 
In the matter of the name change of: 
JESSICA TIERRA HENTNIK 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JESSICA TIERRA HENTNIK 
to: JESSICA BLUU-TIERRA ALLEN-
HENTNIK 
Birth Certificate: JESSICA TIERRA 
HENTNIK 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE NOVEMBER 15, 2023, TIME 
3:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10/6/2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
574/10-18-25/11-1-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007574 
In the matter of the name change of: JE-
ZAMYAH RENEE GRIFFIN 
By (Petitioner) JESSICA TIERRA 
HENTNIK 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JEZAMYAH RENEE GRIFFIN 
to: JEZAMYAH RENEE ALLEN-
HENTNIK 
Birth Certificate: JEZAMYAH RENEE 
ANASTASIA GRIFFIN  
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE NOVEMBER 15, 2023, TIME 
3:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10/6/2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
575/10-18-25/11-1-2023 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT 

SMALL CLAIMS  
CLAIM FOR MONEY 31001 

Case No. 23SC024407 
PLAINTIFF(S) CARMEN M CAMA-
CHO  4629 N 38th St Milwaukee WI 
53209 
 vs  
DEFENDANT/S: OSCAR BASURTO 
3002 W Pierce St Milwaukee WI 53215 
 
This form does not replace the need for 
an interpreter any collogues mandated 
by law, or the responsibility of court and 
counsel to ensure that persons with lim-
ited English proficiency fully compre-
hend their rights and obligations. This 
form must be completed in the English 
language. 
 
If you require reasonable accommoda-
tions due to a disability to participate in 
the court process, please call 414-278-
5712 prior to the scheduled court date. 
Please note that the court does not pro-
vide transportation.  
Return of property (replevin) 31001. 
 
TO THE DEFENDANT(S): 
You are being sued as described below. 
If you wish to dispute this matter: 
You must appear at the time and place 
stated. 
If you do not appear or answer, the 
plaintiff(s) may win this case and a 
judgment entered for what the plaintiff 
is asking. 
 
When to Appear /File an Answer 
Date: NOVEMBER 6, 2023,                
Time: 8:30 A.M. 
Place to Appear/File and Answer: Mil-
waukee County Courthouse 901 N 9th 
Street, Room 400 Milwaukee, WI 
53233 
Clerk/Attorney Signature:                                   
Plaintiff’s Demand:  The plaintiff states 
the following claim against the defen-
dant(s): 
1. Plaintiff demands judgment for: 
CLAIM FOR MONEY $1300.00  
                
Brief statement of dates and facts: 
Plaintiff rented a duplex from Defen-
dant and vacated the property on 
04/30/2023. When the tease ended. De-
fendant has failed to return plaintiffs 
$450 security deposit despite being 
asked to do so. Plaintiff has pictures of 
the property after it was vacated to 
show that it was left in a clean condition 
– Defendant has wrongfully withheld 
plaintiffs security deposit and should be 
ordered to pay double the amount of the 
security deposit plus all costs and fees. 
During Plaintiff’s tenancy. Defendant 
also did not maintain the property in a 
safe and habitable condition. Problems 
included: mold, mice, and roaches. De-

fendant refused to leave any action  to 
abate these issues and plaintiff was 
forced to spend approximately $350 to 
get rid the dwelling of these problems. 
 
I am the plaintiff: 
Dated: 9-7-2023 
BY THE PLAINTIFF:  
CARMEN M CAMACHO   
572/10-18-25-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007575 
In the matter of the name change of: 
JAYMIE LEIGH STEWART 
By (Petitioner) JAYMIE LEIGH STE-
WART 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: JAYMIE LEIGH STEWART to: 
YOCHEVED MIRELE ORNSTEIN 
Birth Certificate: JAYMIE LEIGH 
RUSSELL 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE NOVEMBER 15, 2023, TIME 
2:00 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10-5-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GLENN H YAMAHIRO 
Circuit Court Judge 
568/10-18-25/11-1-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2023CV006939 
In the matter of the name change of: 
KHAMARI DONTRELL LEE SARTIN 
By (Petitioner) SCHENIA JANICE AN-
DERSON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: KHAMARI DONTRELL LEE 
SARTIN to: KHAMARI DONTRELL 

LEE PARKER 
Birth Certificate: KHAMARI DON-
TRELL LEE SARTIN 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. LINDSEY 
GRADY ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE NOVEMBER 8, 2023, 
TIME 2:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 9-29-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. LINDSEY GRADY 
Circuit Court Judge 
577/10-18-25/11-1-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2023CV007915 
In the matter of the name change of: 
VALERIE VANESSA TOWNSEND 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: VALERIE VANESSA TOWN-
SEND to: VALERIE VANESSA 
DAMON 
Birth Certificate: VALERIE VANESSA 
GRIFFIN 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. LINDSEY 
GRADY ROOM 402 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE NOVEMBER 29, 2023, 
TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10-18-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. LINDSEY GRADY 
Circuit Court Judge 
576/10-18-25/11-1-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007567 
In the matter of the name change of: 
LINDA JOYCE JACKSON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: LINDA JOYCE JACKSON to: 
LYNDA JOYCE JACKSON 
Birth Certificate: LINDA JOYCE 
JACKSON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GLENN H YA-
MAHIRO RM 412 PLACE 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE NOVEMBER 15, 2023, TIME 
2:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10/6/2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
583/10-25/11-1-8-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

           STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007662 
In the matter of the name change of: 
ALLISON AMAYA GONZALES 
REYES 
By (Petitioner) NADIA REYES 
AGUIRRE 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: ALLISON AMAYA GON-
ZALES REYES TO: ALLISON 
AMAYA REYES AGUIRRE 
Birth Certificate: ALLISON AMAYA 
GONZALES REYES 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. PEDRO A 
COLON ROOM 412 PLACE: 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE: NOVEMBER 14, 2023, 
TIME 9:00 A.M. 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  10-10-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. PEDRO A COLON 
Circuit Court Judge 
581/10-25/11-1-8-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

           STATE OF WISCONSIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV008047 
In the matter of the name change of: 
BENJAMIN MICHAEL KAMPER 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
FROM: BENJAMIN MICHAEL 
KAMPER TO: THALIA ROSE 
KAMPER 
Birth Certificate: BENJAMIN MI-
CHAEL KAMPER 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID BO-
ROWSKI PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE: 
NOVEMBER 28, 2023, TIME 1:30 
P.M.  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated:  10-23-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. DAVID BOROWSKI 
Circuit Court Judge 
579/10-25/11-1-8-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007967 
In the matter of the name change of: 
BROOKLYN TACNAE′ WILLIAMS 
By (Petitioner) DESTINY MONET 
WILLIAMS 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: BROOKLYN TACNAE′ TAY-

LOR-PAYNE to: BROOKLYN LY-
NELLE WILLIAMS 
Birth Certificate: BROOKLYN TAC-
NAE′ TAYLOR-PAYNE 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM SO-
SNAY ROOM 401 PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233 
DATE DECEMBER 14, 2023, TIME 
9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 10-19-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. WILLIAM SOSNAY 
Circuit Court Judge 
580/10-25/11-1-8-2023 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 23CV007350 
In the matter of the name change of: 
GARETT THOMAS LAUGAVITZ 
By (Petitioner) GARETT THOMAS 
LAUGAVITZ 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to change 
the name of the person listed above: 
From: GARETT THOMAS LAUGA-
VITZ to: KIN 
Birth Certificate: GARETT THOMAS 
LAUGAVITZ 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the Circuit 
Court of Milwaukee County, State of 
Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. THOMAS J 
MCADAMS RM 404 PLACE 901 N. 
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
53233 DATE NOVEMBER 14, 2023, 
TIME 10:00 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given by 
publication as a Class 3 notice for three 
(3) weeks in a row prior to the date of 
the hearing in the Milwaukee Com-
munity Journal, a newspaper published 
in Milwaukee County, State of Wiscon-
sin. 
Dated: 9-29-2023 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. THOMAS J MCADAMS 
Circuit Court Judge 
578/10-20-27/11-3-2023 

Rodney Barnes couldn’t even read when he fell in love 
with the art of storytelling. 

As a small child, he would accompany his mother, a 
teacher, to the library as she made her lesson plans. There, 
he would sit in the children’s book section in front of a box 
of comic books. 

He couldn’t have been older than 5 years old and did not 
yet know how to read, but through the power of graphic 
storytelling, he could figure out what was happening in a 
book’s plot. It was then Barnes fell in love with the art.  

“[The books were] different than Curious George and 
Dr. Seuss,” Barnes told theGrio. “It just felt like there were 
stakes in the stories. They felt important, and as I got older, 
the world of comic books changed from being kiddy, funny 
books … into more layered storytelling.” 

His passion for storytelling only grew throughout his 
life. Whether it was a comic book, a television show, a 
novel, or a movie, Barnes loved all stories. He took that 
love and passion for storytelling and turned it into a career 
that has spanned over 20 years and shows no sign of slow-
ing.  

The award-winning screenwriter has worked on shows 
that have become staples in Black households, from early-
aughts hits such as Aaron McGruder’s “The Boondocks” 
and Chris Rock’s “Everybody Hates Chris,” to more recent 
series, such as Hulu’s “Wu-Tang: An American Saga.” 
Aside from screenwriting, Barnes has written and contrib-
uted to several graphic novels. 

Building on that early affinity, Barnes launched his very 

own graphic novel production studio, Zombie Love Stu-
dios, with a sequel to the legendary film “Blacula,” titled 
“Blacula: Return of the King.” A longtime fan of horror 
movies, the original 1972 film stuck with Barnes because 
it was the first time he had experienced that genre with 
Black characters integral to the storyline and in an audience 
of Black people. Just a kid at the time, he recalls thinking 
it would be great to have more experiences similar to that, 
told through the lens of more authentic Black stories. Now, 
he creates them. 

Fans of “Blacula” can expect a character with the same 
gravitas as the late actor William Marshall, who originally 
embodied the titular character but with more elegance than 
Dracula. In the graphic novel, Barnes depicts him as a 
thoughtful character who is both a predator and an anti-
hero. Here, Blacula is a being still deeply connected to his 
original narrative but also trying to find his place in a new 
world. Barnes wants readers to leave the novel with the no-
tion that there may be monsters in the shadows — but that 
doesn’t have to be a bad thing. 

“Being in a position where I do write stories for a living 
and I do have more control over the narrative [and] having 
the opportunity to tell the story again, I can take out some 
of the parts of blaxploitation that were problematic, and 
bring Blacula into the 21st century,” he said. 

—Kayla Grant is a multimedia journalist with bylines 
in Business Insider, Shondaland, Oz Magazine, Prism, 
Rolling Out and more. She writes about culture, books 
and entertainment news. 

Get into ‘Blacula’ this spooky season 
with Rodney Barnes’ graphic novel 
Veteran screenwriter Rodney Barnes tells theGrio about his love of storytelling, 
turning “Blacula” into a graphic novel and more. 
By Kayla Grant, courtesy of thegrio.com 

Gone are the days of 
sending your friends or 
even your mother screen-
shots and links to the so-
cial media accounts of 
potential Tinder matches 
you’ve sleuthed.  

So, too, are the days of handing 
your phone to a friend so they can 
swipe for you. Now, your friends 
and family can weigh in directly in 
the app.  

On Monday, Tinder announced 
the rollout of Tinder Matchmaker, a 
new feature that allows users to in-
vite others to review their potential 
matches, whether they have a 
Tinder profile or not. To spread the 
word about the new feature, the app 
partnered with rapper Coi Leray. 

“Handing your phone over to the 
friend group was the original vibe 
check. Obviously, you want your 
friends to like whoever you’re 
crushing on, and Tinder Match-
maker is a fun way to get the bestie 
seal of approval even before the 
match.” Leray said in a release. 

In a video ad for the new feature, 
Leray is the “Matchmaking Mon-
arch,” presiding over a futuristic 
court of suitors for a friend, along 
with a group of “royal” subjects 

there to assist. As the queen, Leray 
gives her honest opinion of each po-
tential suitor, swiping them away at 
the slightest indication of a red flag 
before finally landing on one she 
thinks is the right match (a man 
with a bed frame and a headboard). 
That is essentially how the new fea-
ture is supposed to play out.  

According to the release, users 
can activate a Tinder Matchmaker 
session directly from a profile card 
or within the app’s settings. Users 
will be given a unique link they can 
send to up to 15 people per 24-hour 
period. Their invited matchmakers 
will have 24 hours to “play Cupid” 
before their session expires. When 
the session finally expires, users 
can see who their network has rec-
ommended for them. The user can 
then either take their suggestions 
and send those users a like or swipe 
left.  

This new feature was devised 
after a Tinder user survey showed 
that over 75% of the app’s users 
consult friends and family about 
their dating life.  

“For years, singles have asked 
their friends to help find their next 
match on Tinder,  and now we’re 
making that so easy with Tinder 
Matchmaker,” Tinder’s chief mar-
keting officer Melissa Hobley said 

in the release. “Tinder Matchmaker 
brings your circle of trust into your 
dating journey and helps you see 
the possibilities you might be over-
looking from the perspective of 
those closest to you.” 

Tinder Matchmaker also arrives 
amid increased scrutiny around user 
safety on dating apps. In February, 
Tinder rolled out an incognito 
safety feature available to Tinder +, 
gold, and premium members, al-
lowing users to almost wholly con-
trol who sees their profile. 
However, in August, Tinder ended 
its relationship with its main safety 
partner, Garbo, which worked to 
provide background checks on 
users for the app. In September, the 
app introduced Tinder Select, a new 
membership plan for $499 a month 
(yes, really) that, among other 
“privileges,” allows users to bypass 
matching with someone before 
messaging them.  

While the membership program 
was called out early on for its po-
tential to be problematic for users, 
especially women, Tinder told 
Women’s Day magazine that “those 
who are granted access to the fea-
ture go through a screening process 
and that users can opt out of receiv-
ing messages from Tinder Select 
members.” 

Your mom 
(and anyone 
else you 
trust) can 
now pick 
your Tinder 
date 
With the new feature Tinder 
Matchmaker, the dating app 
allows users to invite others 
to recommend matches. 
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worth the investment. Some of these women 
work for us now. That keeps me going. That be-
comes a motivator or me to continue, even in 
the face of some of the destruction that we see,” 
he said. 

Franciscan Peacemakers operates on a ‘no-
judgment’ premise. The outreach team goes into 

neighborhoods where street prostitution actively 
occurs, passing out bag lunches and personal 
care items, and offering a listening ear and hugs. 
They sometimes provide referrals to agencies 
able to address the complexity of women’s 
needs given some of their histories of trauma 
and abuse, serving them all the time with the 

goal of building their trust. 
In addition Franciscan Peacemakers operates 

a residential facility for women who want to 
turn their lives around.  

Called Clare Community, the facility provides 
a two-year, spiritually based program that pro-
vides rent-free housing to women who live in 
the facility full-time during their recovery and 
healing.  

The program enables women to transform 
their lives while helping them build employ-
ment skills, confidence, and a strong network 
of support. 

“Sometimes the women relapse so trying to 
help someone or talk someone into believing 
that they deserve help or convincing them to 
come back can be challenging.  

“We always tell them that just because you 
fall, you don’t have to wallow. We want them 
to succeed and thrive,” said Leach-Sumlin. 

Franciscan Peacemakers also operates a social 
enterprise where they sell soaps, lotions, and 
candles to support their programming, while si-
multaneously providing job training skills to the 
women. 

“We teach women how to make the bath pro-
ducts and sell them at various events such as
craft fairs and farmers’ markets, but only to their
level of comfort. They are paid for working and
required to save a portion of their earnings so
that when they complete the program, they have
funds to start living independently,” said Leach-
Sumlin. 

“I challenge people to get involved in their
immediate neighborhood and stay involved. In-
dividuals who work together can foster change.
When everyone does their part and keeps push-
ing change does happen,” said Deacon Przed-
pelski. 

Franciscan Peacemakers and staff are doing
their part to facilitate that change and they can
use volunteers and donations to help ensure they
continue positively changing the trajectory of
the women they serve. They are diamonds,
helping, serving and showing women the path-
way to a better and brighter future. 

For more information about Franciscan
Peacemakers or to purchase their bath items,
visit their website at www.franciscanpeace-
makers.org/  

Franciscan Peacemakers
(continued from front page)

Przedpelski braving the outdoors with fellow franciscan peacemakers

WASHINGTON, Sept. 22, 2023 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture is 
extending the deadline for the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program 
to January 13, 2024, to give eligible farmers, ranchers and forest landowners 
more time to apply for assistance. The original deadline was October 31, 
2023. 

This deadline extension is responsive to feedback from potential applicants, 
nongovernmental program administrators and community-based organiza-
tions working closely with USDA to inform and assist eligible individuals. 
The new deadline will allow more time to reach and help farmers, ranchers 
and forest landowners through direct, no-cost technical assistance and training 
sessions. The extension will also ensure everyone has adequate time to apply, 
including producers whose harvest season falls during the original application 
period. 

“USDA knows it must earn the trust of the farmers, ranchers and forest 
landowners who are eligible for this program. That makes transparency in the 
administration of the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program crucial,” 
said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. “In that spirit, after receiving feed-
back from organizations that have been supporting producers throughout the 
application process, we have made the decision to extend the deadline. We 
believe this is the appropriate action to take to ensure all eligible individuals 
wishing to apply are adequately informed about the program and have the 
opportunity to receive any necessary assistance.”Since the opening of the fi-
nancial assistance application process on July 7, the Discrimination Financial 
Assistance Program team has embarked on a nationwide outreach campaign 
and quickly opened 30 local offices across 26 states. Regional administrators 
have held well over 600 virtual and in-person events across the country. Co-
operators have also held dozens of virtual and in-person events to complement 
these efforts while also educating their specific networks. Advertising on dig-
ital, print and radio channels targeting potentially eligible individuals and 
rural communities has also been deployed. These efforts have successfully 
allowed program staff to reach many potential applicants and will be further 
increased with the new, extended deadline. 

This program delivers on Section 22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act, 
which provides financial assistance for farmers, ranchers and forest land-
owners who experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs 
prior to January 2021. Congress provided a total of $2.2 billion for this pro-
gram. The amount of money awarded to individuals through this program 
will depend on the number of eligible applicants and the consequences of the 
discrimination. Eligible individuals have the option to apply online or by sub-
mitting paper-based forms via mail or in-person delivery to local program of-
fices. Applicants are not required to retain an attorney and should take 
precautions to protect themselves from potential scams. 

In addition to the application deadline change, the deadline to request 
records from USDA’s Farm Service Agency for use in applications has been 
extended to Friday, Nov. 3, 2023. The application process was designed so 
that FSA records are not required, though relevant records may be attached 
to an application as additional evidence if they are available. 

To learn more about the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program or 
receive assistance in English or Spanish, visit http://www.22007apply.gov, 
email info@22007apply.gov or contact the national call center at 1-800-721-
0970 from 8 a.m. ET to 8 p.m. PT, every day except federal holidays. If you 
use sign language to communicate, you can use the 711 relay service to call. 
You may also email or contact the national call center if you have a disability 
and need another accommodation. Information about the program, resources, 
recent office openings and local events across the country is also available 
through a weekly e-newsletter. 

USDA’s commitment to equity spans the Department’s mission areas and 
agencies. We are actively working to build a USDA that ensures none of our 
customers are ignored or left behind. The Discrimination Financial Assistance 
Program is just one of many programs helping USDA rebuild trust, address 
systemic issues and improve service to people who may have been under-
served by USDA in the past. To learn more about USDA’s equity work and 
resources, visit http://www.usda.gov/equity. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive 
ways. Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming Amer-
ica’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional 
food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, 
healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and 
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate-smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean 
energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the De-
partment by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more rep-
resentative of America. To learn more, visit http://www.usda.gov.
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