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Judicial Apartheid Beast Doomed Theodore Edgecomb

Dr. Lester Carter, one of the 
first African American phar-
macists in the United States 
and a pharmacist in Milwau-
kee’s Black community for 
close to 50 years, died earlier 
this week. He was 90. 

Funeral service information was not available 
at the time of the MCJ’s print deadline. 

For decades, Carter’s Drug Store—located 
24th and Burleigh for 47 years—was one of 
only two Black-owned drug stores in the city. 
His store’s existence and impact went beyond 
the traditional medications and unique formulas 
(he was also a herbologist) he dispensed. 

“He touched thousands of lives in positive 
ways during his time in business and beyond,” 
said State Rep. David Bowen in a statement.  

Though he didn’t dismiss the value of pre-
scription medicines, Dr. Carter urged customers 
and doctors to be open-minded toward natural 
alternatives if conventional medications cause 
painful or dangerous side effects. 

He helped improve the overall quality of life 
for community residents. It was said that when 
you left his store, you were going to feel better 
before you even took that first pill or applied 
that ointment. 

Dr. Carter and his store were known for its 
commitment to the community and inspiring 
residents to go after their dreams. 

“(He) will be sorely missed,” said Acting Mil-
waukee Mayor Cavalier Johnson. “He was just 
a giant in this community, particularly the Afri-
can American community.” 

Noting they had approved an honorary street 
renaming for Dr. Carter in 2018, members of 
the Common Council, in a statement following 

Trailblazing pharmacist, business owner Dr. Lester Carter passes

(continued on page 2)
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Dr. Lester Carter: Hayat Carter 

Herbal; now ninety and sharp as 

a tack, he’s excited about sharing 

pharmaceutical knowledge and 

his history.  One never tires of re-

visiting Dr. Carter. 
Born In Omaha Nebraska, en-

listing during the Korean Conflict 

and opting for the Navy, Dr. 

Carter is an anomaly of persever-

ance and overcoming challenges.  

An esteemed professional, he 

continues to work, four to six 

days a week.   
He has two radio shows laud-

ing the benefits of the natural 

herbal approach to health.   And, 

he continues researching new 

medicines, writes books and 

pamphlets, and he makes cures 

and good health a lifetime vision 

of purpose and performance.  

As a young man, Dr. Carter 

knew racism but made excellence 

and performance a credential that 

quickly overrode racist preoccu-

pation about the color of his skin.   

At Creighton University, he and 

12 other veterans studied hard to 

pass the state boards.    

And while his colleagues, all 

White, were hired by large phar-

macy-chains, he was hired by a 

local pharmacy to stock products 

and take prescriptions to cus-

tomers on a bicycle.  That was 

after graduating with his Phar-

macy degree. 
As luck would have it, over 

time, he was called to help fill 

some of the prescriptions though 

hidden in the back room, so cus-

tomers never knew it was a Black 

man who had filled their pre-

scriptions.  
That was until the women 

started seeing the anti-aging re-

sults from Carter’s products, 

whereupon they begin calling for 

him, and specifically for his spe-

cially-made masks, lotions and 

moisturizers. 
A man of great intellect and a 

pharmacist to the core, in the 

Navy, he learned many skills 

when the ship doctor was ill, or 

the dentist needed an assistant.   

“I’ve captured every learning 

opportunity presented to me, over 

the years, and aboard the ship I 

was often called upon to admin-

ister a pain pill or pull out a tooth.  

So, the Pharmacy degree val-

idated my knowledge and experi-

ence. ” 
Invited by the late John Barber 

of Sangor Drugs Store on Center 

street in 1968, Lester Carter came 

to Milwaukee to give Pharmacist 

John Barber a hand, as the Mil-

waukee Black community was 

growing by leaps and bounds.   

And in 1969, Lester Carter was 

invited to the 2400 W. Burleigh 

Avenue address for what has 

been his place of business for 

now over 53 years.    

With a hand-shake and a prom-

ise to pay him back, Lester Carter 

took over the Burleigh location  

from its Germain owner, as he re-

tired. “  
This has been my love, my pas-

sion for now over 62 years; 

Carter Drugs was the place of 

choice for all of Milwaukee’s leg-

acy families”; and with respect 

for all and a penchant for service, 

Hayat Carter Herbal remains an 

institution unlike any other phar-

macy in the city of Milwaukee. 

Concoctions for colds and 

coughs with names like Mrs. 

O’Bee’s Cough Syrup; or Brother 

Booker’s respiratory cream; dia-

betic elixirs and salves for shav-

ing bumps, skin creams and 

potions, and four-strength vine-

gar; Blackseed oils and Turmeric; 

Ginger candy and hors-hound 

candy and Dr. John’s and tonics, 

line shelves, while immune sys-

tem builders like Virapro and 

other oils, dominate your eye-

level view as you enter.  

Still at 2400 W. Burleigh Ave-

nue, gone are the Germanic 

neighborhood,  Hayat Carter 

Drugs, remains the Hayat Herbal 

Alternative Pharmacy.  And Dr. 

Lester Carter reigns supreme. 

Many herbal advocates and 

naturalists, old school devotees, 

travel from all over the city to 

Hayat Carter Herbal.    

They know, if the Doctor is in 

the house, they are going to get 

an ear-full of advice, pamphlets 

and eastern medicine alternatives 

to the Western medicine prescrip-

tions they are sometimes hesitant 

to take.    
 “ I am a pharmacist, my pro-

fession is filling prescriptions, 

Dr. Carter, explains.  But I’m also 

a botanist and a pharmacologist 

and I’ve spent years researching 

special mixes for myself that I 

know work.    
“My customers know I will not 

give anything that will hurt them.  

They’re made of the things we al-

ready eat, or drink, and are just 

mixed together for a specific pur-

pose.” 
For example, he continued, “ 

we all need to be building our im-

mune systems.  We know that Vi-

tamins C, D and Zinc are superb 

combinations for building our 

immunity.   
“We have VIRAPRO  It does 

the same thing.  And I make spe-

cial compounds to rid the skin of 

dark spots and ointments for cuts 

and bruises.   These  salves  pro-

mote healing faster and freedom 

from the dark spots that often re-

main because of our melanin.    

“ Yes, I love my work. For me 

it’s not work, it’s doing the Lords’ 

Will.  I took care of my mother 

and father until they were late in 

age.   
“My mom lived to be 102 and 

my Dad was in his late nineties.  

Good food, exercise, mental and 

spiritual stimulation and medi-

cines only when necessary were 

our medicines.  With that same 

respect and passion for longevity, 

I serve all of our customers.” 

We talked a little about the 

COVID-19 and the Delta Variant, 

and he quickly explained: 

“COVID-19 is a vicious virus, 

so we have to respect the need to 

protect one another.  Wear your 

mask, wash your hands, build 

your immune system, exercise, 

safe distance, respect the need to 

contribute to good health by 

being respectful under all circum-

stances.    
“I’m a pharmacist and I shall 

administer the shot and many 

have taken the shot.  If you don’t 

want Covid...mask up and steer 

clear   We should not have to 

quarantine if we respect all of the 

rules and honor each person’s 

right to mask, give space, use 

good hygiene and respect those 

who get the shot,” he said. 

Except for hip surgery, that he 

breezed through in his eighties, 

Dr. Carter has sailed through life, 

working, sharing, building com-

munity and watching generation 

upon generation grow, mature, 

begin their families.  And, “ they 

all come back,” he quickly ex-

pounds.    
As the Milwaukee Community 

Journal celebrates 45 years of 

continuous publication, twice 

weekly, we pause to thank people 

like Dr. Lester Carter and the

Hayat Pharmacy group, who

value the brilliance of this com-

munity treasure.  
Dr. Carter is the epitome of the

early MCJ readers, advertisers

and supporters, He has met his

customers where they are, as has

the MCJ.  
Through photographs and

quotes and articles and perspec-

tives, through print, magazines,

electronic and digitally and our

ever popular special events for

scholars fo the Dr. TNT Fund, we

have jointly worked to meet their

needs.  
For years, Carter Drugs was a

weekly quarter page ad, grand-

fathered under rates dating back

to 1976.    
Jimmy Johnson, Sales repre-

sentative for MCJ, until his death

in 2019, brought papers to Carter

Drugs for years and picked up

new ad material monthly, as Dr.

Carter introduced new products

for his customers to try.   Today,

he continues to promote his book,

“HEALING THE HUMAN

BODY WITH GOD’S

REMEDIES”   It has sold in the

thousands and it remains a phar-

maceutical bible of knowledge

and remedies.   Naturalists swear

by the advice Dr. Carter has to

give.   
And a look at his skin, his vi-

tality and his wit and we all

say...” I want some of that”.    

Thank you Dr. Carter...you in-

spire...you heal...you example.

Visit him now at Hayat Carter

Drugs, 2400 W. Burleigh Avenue.

A treasure trove of old school

medicine remedies and new

school longevity genius!   The re-

cipient of numerous awards, sal-

utations and honorary degrees,

including the Medical College of

Wisconsin in 2015.  In the words

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   “

Longevity has its place”...and in-

deed it has as we salute you Dr.

Carter.    

Dr.  
Lester  
Carter  

of Carter Hayat  

Pharmacy! 
 
Herbal  
Naturalist and 
Pharmacist  
Supreme!

Dr. Lester Carter: Hayat Carter 

Herbal; now ninety and sharp as 

a tack, he’s excited about shar-

ing pharmaceutical knowledge 

and his history.  One never tires 

of revisiting Dr. Carter.

DR. LESTERDR. LESTER  
CARTERCARTER 
Herbal Naturalist and 
Pharmacist Supreme! 

Dr. Lester Carter: Hayat Carter Herbal; now ninety 
and sharp as a tack, he’s excited about sharing phar-
maceutical knowledge and his history.  One never 
tires of revisiting Dr. Carter. 

Born In Omaha Nebraska, enlisting during the Korean Conflict and 
opting for the Navy, Dr. Carter is an anomaly of perseverance and 
overcoming challenges.  An esteemed professional, he continues to 
work, four to six days a week.   

He has two radio shows lauding the benefits of the natural herbal 
approach to health.   And, he continues researching new medicines, 
writes books and pamphlets, and he makes cures and good health a 
lifetime vision of purpose and performance.  

As a young man, Dr. Carter knew racism but made excellence and 
performance a credential that quickly overrode racist preoccupation 
about the color of his skin.   At Creighton University, he and 12 other 
veterans studied hard to pass the state boards.    

And while his colleagues, all White, were hired by large pharmacy-

Reprinted from the MCJ’s 45th anniver-
sary edition, published August 25, 2021

(continued on page 2)

Local AKA  
Sorors meet  
with VP Harris 

Leaders of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated visited with 
United States Vice President Ka-
mala Harris at WRTP/Big Step.  
The vice president was in Milwau-
kee recently to discuss Wiscon-
sin’s receipt of $48 million for lead 
lateral removal in 2022 from the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. Pic-
tured left to right: Candice T. 
Wright, President of Upsilon Mu 
Omega Chapter, Valarie Hill, 
Chief Legal Resource, Sonya L. 
Bowen, Central Regional Director, 
Michelle Crockett, International 
Rituals Committee, Debra Brown-
Wallace, President of Epsilon 
Kappa Omega Chapter, Adrienne 
N. Cooper, International Member-
ship Committee. 

The matter is so alarming that 
civil rights lawyer and attorney 
for the family of Ahmaud Ar-
bery, Lee Merritt, who is also a 

graduate of Morehouse College, 
told theGrio that he believes the 
Biden administration should 
form a task force to get to the 

bottom of the threats. 
“The DOJ [Department of 

Justice], DHS [Department of 
Homeland Security] and US At-
torney Generals office must 
form a task force specifically 
designed to identify the source 
of these ongoing bomb threats 
and bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice. We need action now,” Mer-
ritt told theGrio. 

As the news of the HBCU 
bomb threats over the past two 
days was making headlines, in 
the White House briefing on 
Tuesday, White House Press 
Secretary Jen Psaki told the-

Grio, “We take these threats in-
credibly seriously. Our Home-
land Security adviser is in close 
touch with law enforcement au-
thorities at a federal and local 
level, and we are assessing what 
we think the origin, the reason-
ing, the motivation behind it is.” 

The Biden administration af-
firmed its continued support for 
HBCUs in this moment that is 
being characterized by leaders 
as domestic terrorism.  

“We are absolutely behind 
these HBCUs. We want to make 
it very clear that we take these 
threats seriously and we deeply 
value their contributions. But 
it’s important for law enforce-
ment authorities and others to 
make an assessment before we 
make any determinations about 
next steps,” said the presidential 
spokesperson.On the other end 
of Pennsylvania Avenue, the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
(CBC) plans to engage with the 
Department of Justice on actions 
to be taken to address the threat 
of danger against HBCUs. 
Meanwhile, the FBI and the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 
are investigating the matter. 
“ATF is aware of bomb threats 
received by some Historically 
Black Colleges and Universi-
ties. We take all potential threats 

As Biden  
administration 

responds to HBCU 
bomb threats, 
Black leaders 

decry  
‘domestic 

terrorism’

(continued on page 3)

Black leaders are calling the recent series 
of bomb threats against several Historically 
Black College and University (HBCU) 
campuses “terrorism.” There have been 
threats to several HBCUs so far this month, 
many of which occurred only in the past 
two days. 

By April Ryan-thegrio.com

Howard University is a federally chartered, private, coeducational, nonsectarian, historically black university 
(HBCU) on April 15, 2016 in Washington, DC. (Photo by Kate Patterson for The Washington Post via thegrio.com 
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the announcement of his death, called the trail-
blazing pharmacist “a true community treasure 
(and legend) and will be sorely missed but not 
forgotten. 

Rest in peace, Doc.” 
After completing his training at Creighton 

University’s School of Pharmacy, Dr. Carter 
moved Nebraska and literally working his way 
up the ladder of success at a pharmacy—from 
soda fountain clerk to a pharmacist position. 

Realizing his true passion was owning his 
own pharmacy, moved to Milwaukee in the late 

1960s to help a friend with a business idea. Dr. 
Carter opened Carter’s Drug Store on April 1, 
1968.  

“In the back of my mind I knew I always 
wanted to get the best training humanly possible 
and to have a first-class community pharmacy,” 
Carter said in an interview with the MCJ for its 
45th anniversary edition. 

In 2014, he sold the business to Hayat Phar-
macy, which took over the prescription filling 
side of the business while Dr. Carter sold his 
own natural and herbal remedies. 

 

(continued from front page)

chains, he was hired by a local 
pharmacy to stock products and 
take prescriptions to customers 
on a bicycle.  That was after grad-
uating with his Pharmacy degree. 

As luck would have it, over 
time, he was called to help fill 
some of the prescriptions though 
hidden in the back room, so cus-
tomers never knew it was a Black 
man who had filled their pre-
scriptions.  

That was until the women 

started seeing the anti-aging re-
sults from Carter’s products, 
whereupon they begin calling for 
him, and specifically for his spe-
cially-made masks, lotions and 
moisturizers. 

A man of great intellect and a 
pharmacist to the core, in the 
Navy, he learned many skills 
when the ship doctor was ill, or 
the dentist needed an assistant.   

“I’ve captured every learning 
opportunity presented to me, over 
the years, and aboard the ship I 

was often called upon to admin-
ister a pain pill or pull out a tooth.  
So, the Pharmacy degree val-
idated my knowledge and experi-
ence. ” 

Invited by the late John Barber 
of Sangor Drugs Store on Center 
street in 1968, Lester Carter came 
to Milwaukee to give Pharmacist 
John Barber a hand, as the Mil-
waukee Black community was 
growing by leaps and bounds.   
And in 1969, Lester Carter was 
invited to the 2400 W. Burleigh 

Avenue address for what has 
been his place of business for 
now over 53 years.    

With a hand-shake and a prom-
ise to pay him back, Lester Carter 
took over the Burleigh location  
from its Germain owner, as he re-
tired. “  

This has been my love, my pas-
sion for now over 62 years; 
Carter Drugs was the place of 
choice for all of Milwaukee’s leg-
acy families”; and with respect 
for all and a penchant for service, 
Hayat Carter Herbal remains an 
institution unlike any other phar-
macy in the city of Milwaukee. 

Concoctions for colds and 
coughs with names like Mrs. 

O’Bee’s Cough Syrup; or Brother 
Booker’s respiratory cream; dia-
betic elixirs and salves for shav-
ing bumps, skin creams and 
potions, and four-strength vine-
gar; Blackseed oils and Turmeric; 
Ginger candy and hors-hound 
candy and Dr. John’s and tonics, 
line shelves, while immune sys-
tem builders like Virapro and 
other oils, dominate your eye-
level view as you enter.  

Still at 2400 W. Burleigh Ave-
nue, gone are the Germanic 
neighborhood,  Hayat Carter 
Drugs, remains the Hayat Herbal 
Alternative Pharmacy.  And Dr. 
Lester Carter reigns supreme. 

Many herbal advocates and 

naturalists, old school devotees,
travel from all over the city to
Hayat Carter Herbal.    

They know, if the Doctor is in
the house, they are going to get 
an ear-full of advice, pamphlets 
and eastern medicine alternatives
to the Western medicine prescrip-
tions they are sometimes hesitant
to take.    

 “ I am a pharmacist, my pro-
fession is filling prescriptions,
Dr. Carter, explains.  But I’m also 
a botanist and a pharmacologist
and I’ve spent years researching
special mixes for myself that I
know work.    

“My customers know I will not Trailblazing pharmacist  
Dr. Lester Carter passes

Herbal Naturalist and Pharmacist Supreme, Dr. Lester Carter! 

(continued from front page)

(continued on page 3)
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give anything that will hurt them.  They’re made of the things we al-
ready eat, or drink, and are just mixed together for a specific purpose.” 

For example, he continued, “ we all need to be building our immune 
systems.  We know that Vitamins C, D and Zinc are superb combina-
tions for building our immunity.   

“We have VIRAPRO  It does the same thing.  And I make special 

compounds to rid the skin of dark spots and ointments for cuts and 
bruises.   These  salves  promote healing faster and freedom from the 
dark spots that often remain because of our melanin.    

“ Yes, I love my work. For me it’s not work, it’s doing the Lords’ 
Will.  I took care of my mother and father until they were late in age.   

“My mom lived to be 102 and my Dad was in his late nineties.  
Good food, exercise, mental and spiritual stimulation and medicines 
only when necessary were our medicines.  With that same respect and 
passion for longevity, I serve all of our customers.” 

We talked a little about the COVID-19 and the Delta Variant, and 
he quickly explained: 

“COVID-19 is a vicious virus, so we have to respect the need to 
protect one another.  Wear your mask, wash your hands, build your 
immune system, exercise, safe distance, respect the need to contribute 
to good health by being respectful under all circumstances.    

“I’m a pharmacist and I shall administer the shot and many have 
taken the shot.  If you don’t want Covid...mask up and steer clear   We 
should not have to quarantine if we respect all of the rules and honor 
each person’s right to mask, give space, use good hygiene and respect 
those who get the shot,” he said. 

Except for hip surgery, that he breezed through in his eighties, Dr. 
Carter has sailed through life, working, sharing, building community 
and watching generation upon generation grow, mature, begin their 
families.  And, “ they all come back,” he quickly expounds.    

As the Milwaukee Community Journal celebrates 45 years of con-
tinuous publication, twice weekly, we pause to thank people like Dr. 
Lester Carter and the Hayat Pharmacy group, who value the brilliance 

of this community treasure.  
Dr. Carter is the epitome of the early MCJ readers, advertisers and

supporters, He has met his customers where they are, as has the MCJ.
Through photographs and quotes and articles and perspectives,

through print, magazines, electronic and digitally and our ever popular
special events for scholars fo the Dr. TNT Fund, we have jointly
worked to meet their needs.  

For years, Carter Drugs was a weekly quarter page ad, grandfath-
ered under rates dating back to 1976.    

Jimmy Johnson, Sales representative for MCJ, until his death in
2019, brought papers to Carter Drugs for years and picked up new ad
material monthly, as Dr. Carter introduced new products for his cus-
tomers to try.   Today, he continues to promote his book, “HEALING
THE HUMAN BODY WITH GOD’S REMEDIES”   It has sold in
the thousands and it remains a pharmaceutical bible of knowledge
and remedies.   Naturalists swear by the advice Dr. Carter has to give.

And a look at his skin, his vitality and his wit and we all say...” I
want some of that”.    

Thank you Dr. Carter...you inspire...you heal...you example.  Visit
him now at Hayat Carter Drugs, 2400 W. Burleigh Avenue.  

A treasure trove of old school medicine remedies and new school
longevity genius!   The recipient of numerous awards, salutations and
honorary degrees, including the Medical College of Wisconsin in
2015.  In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   “ Longevity has
its place”...and indeed it has as we salute you Dr. Carter.    

   Cheers to LIFE....and a life well lived.   MCJ celebrates 45 years,
thanks to you.  Sources: WTMJ 4, MKE Common Council press release 

(continued from page 2)

Dr. Carter: Herbal Naturalist 
and Pharmacist Supreme

Black leaders decry 
‘domestic terrorism’ 
towards HBCU’s 
seriously and we regularly work with our law enforcement partners 
to determine the threat credibility,” ATF said in a statement. “This 
is a fluid situation with ongoing investigations, and we can’t com-
ment on the specifics at this time.” 

One of the HBCUs that has been targeted is Delaware State Uni-
versity, which hits close to home for the White House. The pres-
ident of the university, Tony Allen, happens to be the current board 
chair of the White House Initiative on HBCUs. Howard University, 
the alma mater of Vice President Kamala Harris, also received sev-
eral threats. 

The recent escalation in the number of bomb threats against the 
nation’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities is receiving 
strong reaction from prominent alum, particularly as the moment 
comes during Black History Month. 

Merritt told theGrio that he doesn’t believe this is a coincidence. 
“There is a clear pattern emerging of HBCUs being targeted for ter-
roristic threats,” he said, warning, “We cannot wait until one of the 
threatened bombings occur.” 

As of now, there doesn’t appear to be any particular pattern of 
which HBCUs are being targeted versus others. For example, Xa-
vier University in New Orleans recieved a bomb threat while neigh-
boring Dillard University did 
not.  

Dillard’s president Walter 
Kimbrough told theGrio that 
“the recent bomb threats 
highlight what we have 
learned painfully over the 
past year, increasing levels 
of tension and opposition to 
anything that is Black.   

He added, “History has 
taught us that these tactics 
will not deter our progress, 
and we can learn a great deal 
from that history, be in-
spired, and find courage to 
press on.” 

These threats are an act of 
“intimidation” due to “racial 
polarization,” said Noelle 
Trent, a Howard alum who is 
also a director at the National 
Civil Rights Museum in 
Memphis, Tennessee.   

Trent recalled the ugly his-
tory of bombings targeting 
Black people – one of the 
most infamous being the 
Birmingham, Alabama 
church bombing just weeks 
after the March on Washing-
ton. Four little Black girls 
were killed in that attack. 
Birmingham was a hotbed of 
bombings over the years as it garnered the name “Bomingham,” 
noted Trent. 

The recent escalation in the number of bomb threats against the 
nation’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities is receiving 
strong reaction from prominent alum, particularly as the moment 
comes during Black History Month. 

Merritt told theGrio that he doesn’t believe this is a coincidence. 
“There is a clear pattern emerging of HBCUs being targeted for ter-
roristic threats,” he said, warning, “We cannot wait until one of the 
threatened bombings occur.” 

As of now, there doesn’t appear to be any particular pattern of 
which HBCUs are being targeted versus others. For example, Xa-
vier University in New Orleans recieved a bomb threat while neigh-
boring Dillard University did not.  

Dillard’s president Walter Kimbrough told theGrio that “the re-
cent bomb threats highlight what we have learned painfully over 
the past year, increasing levels of tension and opposition to anything 

(continued from front page)

(continued on page 4)

Civil Rights Atty. 
and Morehouse 
College graduate 
Lee Merritt,  told 
theGrio he  
doesn’t believe 
this is a coinci-
dence. “There is 
a clear pattern 
emerging of 
HBCUs being  
targeted for ter-
roristic threats,” 
he said, warning, 
“We cannot wait 
until one of the 
threatened 
bombings 
occur.”

Dr. Carter being interviewed by 
media after the street renaming 
in his honor almost two years 
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that is Black.   
He added, “History has taught us that these tac-

tics will not deter our progress, and we can learn 
a great deal from that history, be inspired, and find 
courage to press on.” 

These threats are an act of “intimidation” due to 
“racial polarization,” said Noelle Trent, a Howard 
alum who is also a director at the National Civil 
Rights Museum in Memphis, Tennessee.   

Trent recalled the ugly history of bombings tar-
geting Black people – one of the most infamous 
being the Birmingham, Alabama church bombing 
just weeks after the March on Washington. Four 
little Black girls were killed in that attack. Birm-
ingham was a hotbed of bombings over the years 
as it garnered the name “Bomingham,” noted 
Trent. 

White House Press Secretary Psaki said, “I 
would not call it irony, but I would say that it is 
scary. It is horrifying. It is terrible that these stu-
dents, these faculty, these institutions are feeling 
under threat.” 

She added, “We don’t know more details at this 
point in time, and I don’t want to get ahead of law 
enforcement authorities … but certainly, given the 
history you referenced, you know, this is some-
thing we’re very mindful of, and that is why we’re 
so focused on providing regular updates and see-
ing what our law enforcement team assesses.” 

One HBCU president who has been connected 
to the White House for many years, and wished 

not to be identified due to the continued threats, 
reflected on this moment stating, “It’s so unfor-
tunate that such a sickness would occur on the 
first day of Black History Month. These heinous 
actions work to underscore the monumental im-
pact African Americans have made to our country 
during this celebration of Black achievement and 
excellence. It’s parallel to an act of terrorism. But 
we will still honor those leaders and history 
makers who paved the way for many of us.” 

No matter the threats, after first responders gave 
the “all clear,” some of the HBCUs went on with 
their scheduled classes — a sign that they will not 
be deterred by recent threats. 

“What people don’t realize is that HBCUs are 
powerful entities and these are beloved institu-
tions that exist beyond the homecoming and the 
marching bands. They have produced civil ser-
vants who have served at every level of govern-
ment including the Supreme Court and the vice 
president of the United States,” said Trent of the 
National Civil Rights Museum, adding “They 
have served in corporations, they have served in 
nonprofits, they have served in the military. 
They’re in every field, nationally, internationally 
because they bring a different perspective because 
they challenge what people think. They challenge 
white supremacist thinking.  

Trent emphasized, “They are the only Black 
voices in the room. And the easiest way to try to 
destroy that, to try to take our community and our 
culture down is to destroy our institutions.”

(continued from page 3)

‘Domestic terrorism’  
towards HBCU’s

MADISON – Wisconsin’s nearly 
600,000 unpaid family caregivers – a 
group that AARP WI refers to as the 
state’s unsung heroes for giving up so 
much of their own time and money to 
help loved ones remain in their own 
homes as long as possible – will receive 
much-needed support if state legislators 
get behind the governor’s plan to create 
a $500 family caregiver tax credit. 

Last week Governor Evers announced a pro-
posal to spend parts of the $3.8 billion pro-
jected state surplus to create a nonrefundable 
caregiver tax credit for qualified expenses in-
curred by a family caregiver to assist a qual-
ified family member. The bill is being 
circulated for co-sponsorship.  

AARP Wisconsin is urging all Wisconsinites 
to contact their legislators and encourage them 
to support the creation of the tax credit. 

“Family caregivers are the lifeblood of Wis-
consin’s long-term care system and it is high 
time we not only recognize this fact but pro-
vide them with the support they need to con-
tinue this heroic work,” said AARP WI State 
Issues Advocacy Director Helen Marks Dicks 
said. “Many state lawmakers say they under-
stand and appreciate all the tasks that family 
caregivers perform on a daily basis. Now it’s 
time for them to put money where their mouths 
are.” 

The tax credit was recommended by the 
Governor’s Task Force on Caregiving and was 
included in Gov. Evers’ last budget proposal 
before being removed.  

Dicks, who was a member of the task force, 
said caregiving is an issue that impacts nearly 
everyone at some point in their lives.  

In the last two legislative sessions, bills cre-
ating a caregiver tax credit were circulated by 
Republican lawmakers for co-sponsorship and 

received bipartisan support. 
“Each year, Wisconsin’s unpaid family care-

givers provide about 538 million hours of care 
to their parents, spouses, partners, and other 
adult loved ones. In addition, they spend an 
average of $7,000 per year on out-of-pocket 
costs related to caregiving.  

They provide this care while also keeping up 
with their own jobs, running their own house-
holds and trying to make ends meet,” Dicks 
said. 

Unpaid family caregivers take on huge re-
sponsibilities that can be overwhelming, stress-
ful and exhausting.  

They help loved ones with tasks such as giv-
ing baths, dispensing medications, preparing 
meals, paying bills, and providing transporta-
tion to doctor’s appointments. Some even pro-
vide higher levels of care, such as wound 
treatment, dialysis support and feeding tube 
maintenance.  

The $500 tax credit could be used to help off-
set some of the expenses these caregivers 
incur, such as installing ramps or safety bars to 
keep their loved ones safe. 

Dicks said the tax credit would not only help 
caregivers, but would save the state money on 
long-term care by investing in caregivers and 
keeping older Wisconsinites at home instead 
of relying on state-funded programs. 

“As these caregivers face physical, emo-
tional and financial challenges, we can take 
this simple legislative step to help make their 
lives a little bit easier.  

“Small investments in caregivers right now 
will lead to big savings for Wisconsin and 
much better care for families down the road,” 
Dicks said.  

“At some point in time we will all likely be 
caregivers or be the person needing care. This 
credit helps all ages and all generations,” Dicks 
said. “It’s the right thing to do.” 

Budget surplus provides perfect chance 
to show support for WI’s family caregivers

Why Did a Judge Reject 
the Arbery Plea Deal?  

Recently, a Federal 
court judge rejected a 
plea deal for Travis 
McMichael, the man con-
victed of murdering 
Ahmaud Arbery in what 
has widely been de-
scribed as a modern-day 
lynching. 

As the Associated Press re-
ported on Monday, the judge’s 
decision came hours after prose-
cutors gave notice to the court 
that Greg and Trais McMichael - 
father and son - had agreed to 
plead guilty to hate crime 
charges that they killed Ahmaud 
Arbery because he was Black. 

So why did the judge reject the 
plea deal here? In part because it 
was the wishes of Mr. Arbery’s 
family. While the McMicahels 
were sentenced in January to life 
in prison, the Arbery family 
wants the McMichaels to serve 
their time in Georgia State 
Prison, not federal prison, which 
the plea agreement would have 
allowed them to do. 

Mr. Arbery’s mother, Wanda 
Cooper-Jones, asked the court: 

"Please listen to me: granting 
these men their preferred con-
ditions of confinement will de-
feat me.  

“It gives them one last chance 
to spit in my face after murdering 
my son.” 

She added: “The state of Geor-
gia already gave these men ex-
actly what they deserve. Please 
leave it that way." 

Adriana Gonzalez, a South 
Florida lawyer, argues that Dis-
trict Court judge, Lisa Wood, did 

the right thing here: 
“The court is absolutely right 

to hear the wishes of the Arbery 
family as a factor in helping de-
cide whether to accept any plea 
deal.  

In asserting that it was the fam-
ily’s desire to have the McMi-
chaels serve their time in Georgia 
state prison rather than federal 
prison,  

Mr. Arbery’s mother’s input 
may have influenced the judge’s 
perspective on the plea deal.” 

Critics of this plea agreement 
saw it as a backroom deal to en-
sure that the decades the McMi-
chaels will need to serve would 
be done in significantly easier 
circumstances.  

While Black people in Georgia 
represent just over 30% of the 
population, close to two-third of 
inmates in Georgia state prisons, 
regarded as being among the 
most violent prisons in the na-
tion, are Black.  

In the family statement, 
Cooper-Jones reasserted their po-
sition moving forward: 

"I have made it clear at every 
possible moment that I do not 
agree to offer these men a plea 
deal of any kind. I have been 

completely betrayed by the
DOJ's lawyers." 

Nothing in Judge Wood’s deci-
sion here was out of the ordinary
absent the emotionally-charged
circumstances following Mr. Ar-
bery’s brutal burder. Federal
court judges consider a range of 
factors in deciding whether to ac-
cept a plea bargain. These in-
clude the facts of the case, the 
interests of the victim’s family, 
and the public interest. In looking 
at the totality of these factors, 
Judge Wood did what any rea-
sonable federal judge would do 
in this situation.  

This leads us to the next steps
in this case, which is a hate
crimes trial for the McMichaels,
which has been scheduled to start
next week.  

Monday’s hearing will con-
tinue on Friday, with case details
to be settled then. The McMi-
chaels have until Friday to decide
whether they want to plead guilty
or change their minds and plead
not guilty.  

About Aron Solomon 
Aron Solomon, JD, is the Chief

Legal Analyst for Esquire Digital
and the Editor of Today’s Es-
quire. He has taught entrepre-
neurship at McGill University
and the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and was elected to Fastcase
50, recognizing the top 50 legal
innovators in the world. Aron has
been featured in CBS News,
CNBC, USA Today, ESPN,  Tech-
Crunch,  

The Hill, BuzzFeed, Fortune,
Venture Beat, The Independent,
Fortune China, Yahoo!, ABA
Journal, Law.com, The Boston
Globe, NewsBreak, and many
other leading publications.  

Wanda Cooper-Jones
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES
 QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“A people without the knowledge of their past his-
tory, origin, and culture is like a tree without roots.” 

—Marcus Garvey

1. What Did Dr. King's Life and Journey Mean to 
You?   

The life and journey of Dr. King has great meaning to 
me. His life was one fraught with the realities of living 
under the heavy load of segregation, racism, bigotry 
and constant threat of death. Yet, his faith in God 
made him courageous.  

Dr. King spoke the truth with love.  His method was 
non-violent, but it was not passive. The marches, sit-
ins, voter registration, speech-making, and boycotts 
required organization and training.  

Faith in action!  Here we are more than fifty years 
later still battling segregation, racism, bigotry, and con-
stant threat of death.  

 
 2. Do you remember his death...did it impact 

you...if so in what way/s? 
Yes, I remember Dr. King's death, April 1968.  The 

impact of his death was devastating. My family and 
saw on television the footage of his prophetic speech 
in which he announced, "I may not get there with 
you..."   He truly was like Moses. 

I was eight years old and empathetically reacted to 
the tears of my mother and anger of my brothers. 
There was a feeling of hopelessness and cities were 
burning. Milwaukee had erupted the summer of 1967 
and my mother was afraid there might be another 
"riot."   

I remember marching with my family and members 
of our community down Wisconsin Avenue in honor of 
Dr. King. This was solemn event.   

 
3. Share any thoughts you retain about then and 

now? 
Since the loss of many great leaders during the 

sixties, it seems people have been waiting for another 
Harriett Tubman, Sojourner Truth, Malcolm X or Dr. 
King.  The truth is we are living in times where we can 
no longer wait.  

I encourage us all to do what we can, wherever we 
are (school, job, neighborhood) to promote peace, 
growth, spirituality, and justice for the least of them.  

 
4.  How does Dr. King's message of peace, 

growth, spirituality, justice for the least of them 
have significance for you today, particularly in 
your life's work and profession? 

The message of peace, growth, spirituality, and jus-
tice for the least of them impacts me not only because 
Dr. King taught and worked to advance this message, 
but as a disciple of Christ, we are challenged to prac-
tice these values every day.  

The greatest motivation is unconditional love. My 
calling is as a playwright, director, and educator.  My 
goal is to practice my art form while creating an at-
mosphere in the theatre which encourages freedom to 
speak truth, collaboration, respect, and excellence.  

LIVING THE LIVING THE   
DREAMDREAM    

SHERI WILLIAMS PANNELLSHERI WILLIAMS PANNELL  
UWM PECK SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

2020  
2222

Below are the actual answers to four questions we asked Ms. Pannell 
about what Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life—and death—means to her. —
The Editor

 

 
d 

 
f

 
 
 

t 

 

 
 

d 

f 
l 

 

 
l 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

It was the nature of the beast---judicial  
apartheid--that doomed Theodore Edgecomb

I don't have evidence to 
support my postulation, 
but I believe the Theo-
dore Edgecomb murder 
trial was scheduled for 
January to circumvent the 
possibility of his guilty 
verdict inciting a riot. 

Because the outcome was preor-
dained, I hypothesize ‘JUST-US’ of-
ficials delayed the trial until the dead 
of winter, knowing Black folks don't 
riot when it's cold. Instead, we will 
internalize our frustration, complain 
and cuss behind the doors of our 
well-heated rental apartment doors. 

We will cuss, fuss and lust for jus-
tice. But we won't take our frustra-
tions outside if there is snow on the 
ground. 

Or, we go on social media and 
radio and vent.   

Through the prisms of many, if not 
most African Americans, Theodore 
Edgecomb's trial for killing a White 
attorney by accident---or self-de-
fense---was not merely about his 
deadly response, but more so 
whether there are two systems of 
justice in America, one for privi-
leged Whites and the other—the 
JUST-US system---for Black victims 
of oppression, systemic bias, and 

apartheid. 
From that perspective, the justice 

system was on trial, and Edgecomb 
was a victim of 'bike riding while 
Black.'   

In case you've been living under 
the James Groppi Bridge (a Black 
History Month reference), Edge-
comb was convicted last week of 
killing a 'prominent, White immigra-
tion attorney, 'Jason Cleereman, dur-
ing what was described as a road 
rage incident 16 months ago near 
Brady Street. 

Edgecomb rode his bike en route 
to an eastside restaurant when he 
was struck by a vehicle driven by 
Cleereman's wife, Evangelina.   

According to reports, Jason Cleer-
eman, intoxicated and high on drugs, 
was sitting in the passenger seat. 

The Cleeremans' reportedly 
tapped Edgecomb's bike as he 
merged into traffic, setting off a 
chain of events that ended with him 
shooting Cleereman in the head a 
few minutes later.   

According to conflicting trial tes-
timony, after the vehicle swerved in 
an attempt to avoid hitting Edge-
comb, an angry Cleereman called 
the bicyclist a 'nigger' (not n-word) 
as his similarly intoxicated wife 
drove away. 

A verbal confrontation ensued 
moments later when the Cleereman 
vehicle stopped at a street light.   

Edgecomb approached the pas-
senger side of the vehicle, asking if 
the drunken attorney had used the 'n-
word' ('nigger').   

He testified that not only did the 
drunken attorney acknowledge using 
the racist epithet but belligerently 
used it again, prompting Edgecomb 
to punch him in his face. 

Edgecomb rode off--- heading 
north (toward freedom, we can only 
assume) across the Holton Street 
bridge.   

Several seconds later, he jumped 
the curb redirecting toward a flight 

of stairs that would have taken him 
to a small park below the bridge. But 
he never made it, as Cleereman, who 
had followed in hot pursuit, jumped 
out of his vehicle and approached 
him 'aggressively,' Edgecomb said. 

At that point, Edgecomb either 
pointed his gun at Cleereman, and it 
accidentally discharged, or he shot 
him in self-defense as, he testified, 
the attorney lunged toward him. 

I provided those different scenar-
ios as both were introduced during 
the trial, providing conflicting tes-
timony that may have contributed to 
the defendant being found guilty.   

Originally, Edgecomb stated he 
acted in self-defense, a justification 
that drew national attention since it 
involved a Black man killing a 
White man of privilege. His defense 
plea replicated the defense of that 
'racist roach in training,' Kyle Ritten-
house, who had only months before 
been exonerated for the killing of 
two 'demonstrators' in Kenosha fol-
lowing that city's riots in 2020.  

The disturbance followed an inci-
dent in which Kenosha police officer 
Rusten Sheskey shot an unarmed 
Black man, Jacob Blake, seven (or 
was it 70?) times in the back as he 
entered his car.   

Sheskey claimed he unloaded his 
gun because he was fearful for his 
life. In essence, it was acting in 'self-
defense.' 

Many Black folks saw a link be-
tween the Rittenhouse and Edge-
comb cases, although that 
connection was at best misapplied or 
symbolic. 

 What wasn't in doubt was that ev-
erybody and their mama's sister 
agrees had Rittenhouse been of a 
darker hue, he would have received 
the death penalty for his actions 
(even though it's not currently of-
fered in Wisconsin).   

Instead, I posit had Rittenhouse 
been a tribal member, he probably 
would not have made it to trial.  

Given my grasp of 'His-story,' I 
could envision the great, great-
grandchildren of the Waukesha 'ab-
olitionists' who marched from that 
upper-middle-class community in 
1854 to free escaped slave Glover 
from the Milwaukee jail, would rep-
licate that historical event to steal 
Edgecomb away from his legal cap-
tures. 

But instead of giving him a bus 
ticket to Canada, this time, they 
would lynch him on the courthouse 
steps where we rallied during the 
Justice for Ernie Lacy demonstra-
tions (another event worthy of dis-
cussion this month). 

In fact, since this is Black History 
Month, I assume it's appropriate to 
note there were over 3,100 'reported' 
lynchings of innocent African Amer-
icans in the first five decades of the 
20th century, 41% of which were for 
assault---fighting back or striking a 
White person. That figure is a signif-
icant undercount and only includes 
newspaper reports after 1910.  

Oh, yes, you should also know a 
minimum of 1.8% of the Black vic-
tims were lynched for 'talking back 
to a White person.) 

While the residents of Waukesha 
have morphed from liberal abolition-
ists to right-wing conservatives over 
the last century, what hasn't changed 
is the American ethos that a Black 
man cannot kill a White man, even 
in self-defense.   

Nor has the fact that systemic rac-
ism dominates the American judicial 
system, particularly in Wisconsin, 
which has the highest Black incar-
ceration rate in the country. 

While that sardonic analogy might 
sound hyperbolic, it is the mindset of 
many African Americans who are at 
the boiling point given the tsunami 
of high-profile police and vigilante 
murders of innocent Black men and 
the emergence of White Suprema-
cists; who want to 'take back Amer-
ica.' The confederate rebellion of 
January 6, 2021, was a warning shot 
across the bow that we can't ignore. 

Adding fuel to the fire in the 

Edgecomb case was a myriad of in-
consistencies, investigative short-
comings, and the trial judge's 
conduct, who seemed biased in ap-
plying the law. 

Moreover, Cleereman's wife acted 
irrationally (and illegally), a video 
was doctored, and police apparently 
botched their investigations counter-
balanced Edgecomb's shaky defense 
strategy.   

It also spoke volumes that opin-
ions on the case fell almost exclu-
sively along racial lines. Many 
White folks made Cleereman out to 
be a saintly victim of an uncivilized 
Black male brute; a vengeful es-
caped slave.   

Black folks saw Edgecomb as an 
innocent brother who was heading to 
a restaurant to purchase food for his 
daughter, for whom he sought to 
spend quality time. That endeavor 
provides Edgecomb with extra char-
acter 'brownie' points since over 
70% of African American house-
holds are headed by women.   A car-
ing Black father, it is believed, is a 
rarity in Milwaukee and is worthy of 
accolades. 

Moreover, in the eyes of many Af-
rican Americans, Edgecomb was a 
victim, both of White privilege and 
institutional racism. 

And therein lies the root of my as-
sumption. 

If you use social media and Black 
radio comments as a gauge, the ver-
dict (albeit expected by most) was a 
match looking for a stick of TNT 
(not the television network).   

The anger and vexation I've heard 
and read suggest frustrated people 
wanted to strike out--- violently---at 
the system; they want to tear down 
the walls of American apartheid.   

In fact, there were many threats 
made on the radio that indicated we 
could be revisiting the Kenosha 
riots.   

Or, we would have had the verdict 
been issued during warmer weather.   

Y'all know Black folks don't riot 
when it's cold, even if the fires from 
burning innocent businesses offer 
heat.  

But make no mistake, this isn't 
over (although the embers will prob-
ably start diminishing before spring). 

Or maybe not. 
One of the most enlightening dis-

coveries in the court of public opin-
ion was the contrasting comments of 
folks on the Sherwin Hughes and 
Tory Lowe's shows on the Truth 
radio last week. 

Sherwin, my favorite talk show 
host, dug deeply—and rationally--- 
into the inconsistencies in the trial, 
but also the conduct of Edgecomb 
during and after the shooting.   

Sherwin noted history would have 
taken a different turn had Edgecomb 
not violated his prohibition against 
carrying a gun because of pending 
charges of domestic violence. (Men-
tioning that latter point was a risky 
proposition, Sherwin acknowledged, 
since many tribal members felt any 
negativity or disparaging reports 
about Edgecomb distracted from the 
causation theories.) 

Sherwin repeatedly stated his 
comments were in no way meant to 
impinge Edgecomb's character or to 
tarnish his public persona but merely 
to state the obvious. 

Had he not been carrying, chances 
are he would have merely whipped 
Cleereman's behind—always bet on 
the Black--- and been cited for as-
sault or exonerated because Cleere-
man initiated the confrontation. 
While drunk. 

Sherwin also noted that the case 
would have taken on a different con-
notation if Edgecomb had not fled 
the scene and left town (he was ar-
rested in Kentucky six months later). 

Most disconcerting, had Edge-
comb not taken the witness stand or 
changed his testimony from self-de-
fense to accidental shooting, the out-
come would probably be different. 

Sherwin was equally critical of the 

(continued on page 7)

Theodore Edgecomb
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SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURTMILWAUKEE 

COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2021CV005717 
In the matter of the name change of: 
BEN BOBBY JOHN ELLIOTT 
By (Petitioner) BEN BOBBYJOHN 
ELLIOTT 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
From: BEN BOBBY JOHN EL-
LIOTT to: BEN JOHN VORO-
PAYEV 
Birth Certificate: BEN BOBBY 
JOHN HULF 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the 
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. CHRIS-
TOPHER R FOLEY ROOM 414 
Hearing will take place by phone. 
Please call 414-278-4582 on the 
date and at the time of hearing. 
PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE FEB-
RUARY 18, 2022, TIME 9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given 
by publication as a Class 3 notice 
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to 
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee 
County, State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 1-03-2022 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. CHRISTOPHER R FOLEY 
Circuit Court Judge 
005/1-19-26/2-2-2022 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT MILWAU-

KEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 21CV005368 
In the matter of the name change of: 
HARMONII SAMI’RAH HAMIL-
TON 
By (Petitioner) SEMARILAN 
KRISTA TURNER 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
From: HARMONII SAMI’RAH 
HAMILTON to: HARMONII SA-
MI’RAH TURNER 
Birth Certificate: HARMONII SA-
MI’RAH HAMILTON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the 
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. PLACE: 901 
N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin, 53233  
DATE  
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given 
by publication as a Class 3 notice 
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to 
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee 
County, State of Wisconsin. 
Dated:  
BY THE COURT: 
HON.  
Circuit Court Judge 
006/1-19-26/2-2-2022 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 21CV007271 
In the matter of the name change of: 
CASSIDY NATALIA REAVES 
By (Petitioner) ASHLEY LAWSON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
From: CASSIDY NATALIA 
REAVES to: CASSIDY NATALIA 
LAWSON-CAUSEY 
Birth Certificate: CASSIDY NATA-
LIA REAVES 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the 
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KRISTY 
YANG BR 47 VIA ZOOM PLACE: 
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233  
DATE FEBRUARY 3, 2022, TIME 
3:30 P.M. 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given 
by publication as a Class 3 notice 
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to 
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee 
County, State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 12-22-2021 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KRISTY YANG 
Circuit Court Judge 
008/1-26/2-2-9-2022 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

              STATE OF WISIN   
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 21CV007395 
In the matter of the name change of: 
DANA EARNESTINE MEEKS 
By (Petitioner) DANA EARNES-
TINE MEEKS 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
FROM: DANA EARNESTINE 
MEEKS TO: DAMANIS SINCERE 
KING MEEKS 
Birth Certificate: DANA EARNES-
TINE MEEKS 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the 
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. LAURA 
GRAMLING PEREZ PLACE: Mil-
waukee County Courthouse Rm 
404, 901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 53233 DATE FEB-
RUARY 15, 2022, TIME 9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given 
by publication as a Class 3 notice 
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to 
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee 
County, State of Wisconsin. 
Dated:  12-15-2021 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. LAURA GRAMLING 
PEREZ 
Circuit Court Judge 
012/1-26/2-2-9-2022 

SUMMONS  
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
DIVORCE - 40101 

Case No. 21FA004703 
In Re: The marriage of Petitioner: 
JASMINE HERNANDEZ and Re-
spondent HERIBERTO RAMIREZ 
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO 
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE 
AS RESPONDENT: 
You are notified that the petitioner 
named above has filed a Petition for 
divorce or legal separation against 
you. 
 
You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition 
within 40 days from the day after 
the first day of publication. 
 
The demand must be sent or deliv-
ered to the court at: Clerk of Court, 
Milwaukee County Courthouse 901 
N 9th St Milwaukee WI 53233 and 
to JASMINE HERNANDEZ 1343 
SOUTH 62ND STREET WEST 
ALLIS WI 53214 
 
It is recommended, but not required 
that you have an attorney help or 
represent you. 
 
If you do not demand a copy of the 
Petition within 40 days, the court 
may grant judgment against you for 
the award of money or other legal 
action requested in the Petition, and 
you may lose your right to object to 
anything that is or may be incorrect 
in the Petition. 
 
A judgment may be enforced as 
provided by law. A judgment award-
ing money may become a lien 
against any real estate you own now 
or in the future and may also be en-
forced by garnishment or seizure of 
property. 
 
You are further notified that if the 
parties to this action have minor 
children, violation of 948.31 Wis. 
Stats., (Interference with custody by 
parent or others) is punishable by 
fines and/or imprisonment: 
 
If you and the petitioner have minor 

children, documents setting forth 
the percentage standard for child 
support established by the depart-
ment under 49.22(9), Wis. Stats., 
and the factors that a court may 
consider for modification of that 
standard under 767.511 (1m).  Wis 
Stats. are available upon your 
request from the Clerk of Court. 
 
You are notified of the availability 
of information from the Circuit 
Court Commissioner as set forth in 
767.105 WIs.Stats. 
 
767.105 Information from Circuit 
Court Commissioner. 
 
(2) Upon the request of a party to an 
action affecting the family, includ-
ing a revision of judgment or order 
under sec. 767.59 or 767.451: 
(a) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall, with or without charge, pro-
vide the party with written infor-
mation on the following, as 
appropriate to the action com-
menced: 
1. The procedure for obtaining a 
judgment or order in the action. 
2. The major issues usually ad-
dressed in such an action. 
3. Community resources and family 
court counseling services available 
to assist the parties. 
4. The procedure for setting, mod-
ifying, and enforcing child support 
awards, or modifying and enforcing 
legal custody or physical placement 
judgments or orders. 
(b) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall provide a party, for inspection 
or purchase, with a copy of the stat-
utory provisions in this chapter gen-
erally pertinent to the action. 
 
Date: 1-24-2021 
BY: JASMINE HERNANDEZ 
1343 S 62ND STREET 
013/1-26/2-2-9-2022 
 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
Case No. 2021SC025173 

JULIAN J HOROZEWSKI vs 
ALICIA ESQUIVEL et al 

JULIAN J HOROZEWSKI 
1410 MISSOURI AVE 
SOUTH MILWAUKEE WI 53172 
 
This case is scheduled for: AD-
JOURNED FOR FURTHER PRO-
CEEDINGS 
Date: 01-31-2022 Time: 8:30 AM 
 
Circuit Court Judge/Circuit Court 
Commissioner – SCC2 
Milwaukee County Courthouse – 
Room 400 901 N 9th Street Mil-
waukee WI 53233 
Re: Sm. Claim, Claim Under $ 
Limit 

  
This matter will not be adjourned 
by the court except upon formal 
motion for good cause or with the 
specific approval of the court upon 
stipulation by all parties. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT APPEAR IN 
COURT**This hearing is being 
held via video and/or telephone 
conferencing. You may join this 
hearing by video or phone. 
BY VIDEO: 
https://wicourts.zoom.us/J/9429207
7557 
BY PHONE: 1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 942 9207 7557 *There 
is no password* 
If you do not have reliable internet 
or phone services, accommodations 
are at the following library 
branches:  
Monday & Tuesday Noon – 7:00pm 
Wednesday & Thursday 11am-6pm 
Friday & Saturday 10am – 5pm 
-Atkinson Library – 1960 W. Atkin-
son Avenue 
-Center Street Library – 2727 W. 
Fond du Lac Avenue 
-M. \L King Library – 310 W. Lo-
cust Street 
-Mitchell King Library – 906 W 
Historic Mitchell Street 
Milwaukee County Circuit Court 
Date: December 13, 2021 
010/1-26-2022 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
Case No. 21CV7789 

LENA DELAET 672 N Jackson St, 
Milwaukee WI 53202, Plaintiff  
vs  
DANIEL L ROCHE 3629 S Ala-
bama Avenue Milwaukee WI 53207 
Defendant 
SUMMONS   
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, To 

the above-named Defendant 
 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that the Plaintiff, LENA DELAET 
has filed a lawsuit or other legal ac-
tion against you. The complaint, 
which is attached, states the nature 
and basis of the legal action. 
 your spouse has filed a lawsuit or 
other legal action against you. The 
Petitioner which is attached states 
the nature and  
 
Within 20 (twenty) days of receiv-
ing the Summons, you must re-
spond. with a written answer, as that 
term is used in Ch. 802, Wis. Stats., 
to the complaint. The Court may re-
ject or disregard an answer that 
does not follow the requirements of 
the statues. 
 
The answer must be sent or deliv-
ered to the court at: Clerk of Court, 
Milwaukee County Courthouse 901 
N 9th St, Room 104 Milwaukee WI 
53233, and to ELLEN R KOS-
MATKA, Plaintiff’s attorney, whose 
address is 313 North Plankinton 
Avenue, Suite 429, Milwaukee Wi 
53203.You may have an attorney 
help or represent you. 
 
If you do not provide a proper an-
swer within 20 days, the court may 
grant judgment against you for the 
award of money or other legal ac-
tion requested in the complaint, and 
you may lose your right to object to 
anything that is or may be incorrect 
in the complaint. 
 
A judgment may be enforced as 
provided by law. A judgment award-
ing money may become a lien 
against any real estate you own now 
or in the future and may also be en-
forced by garnishment or seizure of 
property. 
 
Dated in Milwaukee, Wisconsin this 
28th day of December 2021 
 
BY: LA FLEUR LAW OFFICE, 
S.C. 
Attorneys For Plaintiff, Lena De-
Laet 
By: Catherine A La Fleur 
SBN: 1000545 
ELLEN R. KOSMATKA 
SBN: 1118776 
007/1-26/2-2-9-2022 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 21CV4792 
In the matter of the name change of: 
STACY ADAM KELNHOFER 
By (Petitioner) STACY ADAM 
KELNHOFER 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
From: STACY ADAM KELN-
HOFER to: ADAM STACY 
WOLFF 
Birth Certificate: STACY ADAM 

KELNHOFER 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the 
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. KEVIN E 
MARTENS PLACE: 901 N. 9th 
Street, Room 403 Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: MARCH 3, 
2022, TIME: 9:00 A.M. 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given 
by publication as a Class 3 notice 
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to 
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee 
County, State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 1-12-2022 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. KEVIN E MARTENS 
Circuit Court Judge 
009/1-26/2-2-9-2022 

SUMMONS  
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
DIVORCE - 40101 

Case No. 22FA000007 
In Re: The marriage of Petitioner: 
YOLANDA B HARRINGTON and 
Respondent DAJUAN S HAR-
RINGTON 
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO 
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE 
AS RESPONDENT: 
You are notified that the petitioner 
named above has filed a Petition for 
divorce or legal separation against 
you. 
 
You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition 
within 40 days from the day after 
the first day of publication. 
 
The demand must be sent or deliv-
ered to the court at: Clerk of Court, 
Milwaukee County Courthouse 901 
N 9th St Milwaukee WI 53233 and 
to YOLANDA B HARRINGTON 
3359 N 10TH STREET MILWAU-
KEE WI 53206 
 
It is recommended, but not required 
that you have an attorney help or 
represent you. 
 
If you do not demand a copy of the 
Petition within 40 days, the court 
may grant judgment against you for 
the award of money or other legal 
action requested in the Petition, and 
you may lose your right to object to 
anything that is or may be incorrect 
in the Petition. 
 
A judgment may be enforced as 
provided by law. A judgment award-
ing money may become a lien 
against any real estate you own now 
or in the future and may also be en-
forced by garnishment or seizure of 
property. 
 
You are further notified that if the 
parties to this action have minor 
children, violation of 948.31 Wis. 
Stats., (Interference with custody by 
parent or others) is punishable by 

fines and/or imprisonment: 
 
If you and the petitioner have minor 
children, documents setting forth 
the percentage standard for child 
support established by the depart-
ment under 49.22(9), Wis. Stats., 
and the factors that a court may 
consider for modification of that 
standard under 767.511 (1m).  Wis 
Stats. are available upon your 
request from the Clerk of Court. 
 
You are notified of the availability 
of information from the Circuit 
Court Commissioner as set forth in 
767.105 WIs.Stats. 
 
767.105 Information from Circuit 
Court Commissioner. 
 
(2) Upon the request of a party to an 
action affecting the family, includ-
ing a revision of judgment or order 
under sec. 767.59 or 767.451: 
(a) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall, with or without charge, pro-
vide the party with written infor-
mation on the following, as 
appropriate to the action com-
menced: 
1. The procedure for obtaining a 
judgment or order in the action. 
2. The major issues usually ad-
dressed in such an action. 
3. Community resources and family 
court counseling services available 
to assist the parties. 
4. The procedure for setting, mod-
ifying, and enforcing child support 
awards, or modifying and enforcing 
legal custody or physical placement 
judgments or orders. 
(b) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall provide a party, for inspection 
or purchase, with a copy of the stat-
utory provisions in this chapter gen-
erally pertinent to the action. 
 
Date: 1-25-2022 
BY: YOLANDA B HARRINGTON 
3359 N 10TH STREET 
014/1-26/2-2-9-2022 

The  
Newspaper 
with its  
finger 
on  
the  
PULSE 
of 
YOUR  
C O M -
M U N I T Y !  

LEGALS, CLASSIFIEDS & OFFICIAL NOTICES
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PETITION FOR NAME CHANGE  
Department of Homeland Security 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services 
Name Of Court 
US District Court Eastern Wiscon-
sin 
Information About You (Petitioner)  
A-064631797 
 
1.  Name: FNU Family Name (Last 
Name) MONEY KUMAR 
2. 2253 W ALVINA AVE MIL-
WAUKEE WI 53221-4942 
3. Country of Citizenship or Na-
tionally: INDIA 
4. Date of Birth: 09/20/1996 
5. Alien Registration Number (A-
Number) A-064631797 
6. I certify that I am not seeking a 
change of name for any unlawful 
purpose such as the avoidance of 
debt or evasion of law enforcement. 
7. I petition the court to change my 
name to: MANKIRT SINGH 
8. Signature and Date MONEY 
KUMAR Date: 10/07/2021 
Certification of Name Change 
I certify that the above petition was 
granted by the court on the date, 
10/07/2021 
Important Information 
Your copy of this petition, along 
with Certificate of Naturalization, 
which you will receive upon taking 
the oath of allegiance, will verify 
that you elected to change your 
name. Your Certificate of Natural-
ization bears your new name as 
changed per order of the court. 
Date: 10-12-2021 
BY: Deputy Clerk U.S. District 
Court 
Eastern District of Wisconsin 
012/2-2-2022 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 21CV7296 
In the matter of the name change of: 
CARMELLO JAMES ANDERSON 
By (Petitioner) CARMELLO 
JAMES ANDERSON 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
From: CARMELLO JAMES AN-
DERSON to: CARMELLO JAMES 
SORMRUDE ANDERSON 
Birth Certificate: CARMELLO 
JAMES ANDERSON 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the 
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. GWENDO-
LYN CONNOLLY ROOM 415 
PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
MARCH 2, 2022, TIME 9:30 A.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given 
by publication as a Class 3 notice 
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to 
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee 
County, State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 1-31-2022 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. GWENDOLYN CON-
NOLLY 
Circuit Court Judge 
010/2-2-9-16-2022 
 

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT  

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
NAME CHANGE HEARING 

Case No. 2022CV000336 
In the matter of the name change of: 
NAMARIQ OSAMA ALRANI 
By (Petitioner) TAGREED ALANI 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN: 
A petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above: 
From: NAMARIQ OSAMA AL-
RANI to: NAMARIQ ALRANI 
Birth Certificate: NAMARIQ 
OSAMA ALRANI 
 
IT IS ORDERED 
This petition will be heard in the 
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, 
State of Wisconsin. 
Judge’s Name: HON. LAURA 
GRAMLING PEREZ. ROOM 404 
PLACE: 901 N. 9th Street, Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE 
MARCH 29, 2022, TIME 2:30 P.M. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: 
Notice of this hearing shall be given 
by publication as a Class 3 notice 
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to 
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a 
newspaper published in Milwaukee 
County, State of Wisconsin. 
Dated: 1-25-2022 
BY THE COURT: 
HON. LAURA GRAMLING 
PEREZ 
Circuit Court Judge 
011/2-2-9-16-2022 

SUMMONS  
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
DIVORCE - 40101 

Case No. 21FA004703 
In Re: The marriage of Petitioner: 
SABRINA DAVIS and Respondent 
ERNEST DAVIS 
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO 
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE 
AS RESPONDENT: 
You are notified that the petitioner 
named above has filed a Petition for 
divorce or legal separation against 
you. 
 
You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition 
within 40 days from the day after 
the first day of publication. 
 
The demand must be sent or deliv-
ered to the court at: Clerk of Court, 
Milwaukee County Courthouse 901 
N 9th St Milwaukee WI 53233 and 
to SABRINA DAVIS 4623 75TH 
STREET #104 KENOSHA WI 
53142 
 
It is recommended, but not required 
that you have an attorney help or 
represent you. 
 
If you do not demand a copy of the 
Petition within 40 days, the court 
may grant judgment against you for 
the award of money or other legal 
action requested in the Petition, and 
you may lose your right to object to 
anything that is or may be incorrect 
in the Petition. 
 
A judgment may be enforced as 
provided by law. A judgment award-
ing money may become a lien 

against any real estate you own now 
or in the future and may also be en-
forced by garnishment or seizure of 
property. 
 
You are further notified that if the 
parties to this action have minor 
children, violation of 948.31 Wis. 
Stats., (Interference with custody by 
parent or others) is punishable by 
fines and/or imprisonment: 
 
If you and the petitioner have minor 
children, documents setting forth 
the percentage standard for child 
support established by the depart-
ment under 49.22(9), Wis. Stats., 
and the factors that a court may 
consider for modification of that 
standard under 767.511 (1m).  Wis 
Stats. are available upon your 
request from the Clerk of Court. 
 
You are notified of the availability 
of information from the Circuit 
Court Commissioner as set forth in 
767.105 WIs.Stats. 
 
767.105 Information from Circuit 
Court Commissioner. 
 
(2) Upon the request of a party to an 
action affecting the family, includ-
ing a revision of judgment or order 
under sec. 767.59 or 767.451: 
(a) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall, with or without charge, pro-
vide the party with written infor-
mation on the following, as 
appropriate to the action com-
menced: 
1. The procedure for obtaining a 
judgment or order in the action. 
2. The major issues usually ad-
dressed in such an action. 
3. Community resources and family 
court counseling services available 
to assist the parties. 
4. The procedure for setting, mod-

ifying, and enforcing child support 
awards, or modifying and enforcing 
legal custody or physical placement 
judgments or orders. 
(b) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall provide a party, for inspection 
or purchase, with a copy of the stat-
utory provisions in this chapter gen-
erally pertinent to the action. 
 
Date: 10-25-2021 
BY: SABRINA DAVIS 
4623 75TH STREET #104 
KENOSHA WI 53142 
008/2-2-9-16-2022 
SUMMONS  
(PUBLICATION) 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY 
DIVORCE - 40101 
Case No. 21FA005585 
In Re: The marriage of Petitioner: 
SHANINA STRONG and Respon-
dent TIMOTHY SMITH 
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO 
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE 
AS RESPONDENT: 
You are notified that the petitioner 
named above has filed a Petition for 
divorce or legal separation against 
you. 
 
You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition 
within 40 days from the day after 
the first day of publication. 
 
The demand must be sent or deliv-
ered to the court at: Clerk of Court, 
Milwaukee County Courthouse 901 
N 9th St Milwaukee WI 53233 and 
to SHANINA STRONG 5865 
SOUTH 13TH STREET APT 7 
MILWAUKEE WI 53221 
 
It is recommended, but not required 
that you have an attorney help or 

represent you. 
 
If you do not demand a copy of the 
Petition within 40 days, the court 
may grant judgment against you for 
the award of money or other legal 
action requested in the Petition, and 
you may lose your right to object to 
anything that is or may be incorrect 
in the Petition. 
 
A judgment may be enforced as 
provided by law. A judgment award-
ing money may become a lien 
against any real estate you own now 
or in the future and may also be en-
forced by garnishment or seizure of 
property. 
 
You are further notified that if the 
parties to this action have minor 
children, violation of 948.31 Wis. 
Stats., (Interference with custody by 
parent or others) is punishable by 
fines and/or imprisonment: 
 
If you and the petitioner have minor 
children, documents setting forth 
the percentage standard for child 
support established by the depart-
ment under 49.22(9), Wis. Stats., 
and the factors that a court may 
consider for modification of that 
standard under 767.511 (1m).  Wis 
Stats. are available upon your 
request from the Clerk of Court. 
 
You are notified of the availability 
of information from the Circuit 

Court Commissioner as set forth in 
767.105 WIs.Stats. 
 
767.105 Information from Circuit 
Court Commissioner. 
 
(2) Upon the request of a party to an 
action affecting the family, includ-
ing a revision of judgment or order 
under sec. 767.59 or 767.451: 
(a) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall, with or without charge, pro-
vide the party with written infor-
mation on the following, as 
appropriate to the action com-
menced: 
1. The procedure for obtaining a 
judgment or order in the action. 
2. The major issues usually ad-
dressed in such an action. 
3. Community resources and family 
court counseling services available 
to assist the parties. 
4. The procedure for setting, mod-
ifying, and enforcing child support 
awards, or modifying and enforcing 
legal custody or physical placement 
judgments or orders. 
(b) The Circuit Court Commissioner 
shall provide a party, for inspection 
or purchase, with a copy of the stat-
utory provisions in this chapter gen-
erally pertinent to the action. 
 
Date: 1-27-2022 
BY: SHANINA STRONG 
5865 S 13TH STREET APT 7 
MILWAUKEE WI 53221 
009/2-2-9-16-2022 

police, Cleereman, his wife (who chased Edgecomb and tainted evidence 
and apparently zooted herself), and Judge David Borowski.   

Citing Borowski's 'bias' and intemperate behavior, an anti-racism group 
"demanded he recuse himself. 

Many of Sherwin's listeners and fans seemed to be more tempered in their 
views, accepting of his analysis and unwilling to castigate the five Black ju-
rors who voted for the guilty verdict. 

That was not the case on Lowe's show, which not only draws a younger, 
more bombastic audience but one that wanted blood, including that of the 
Black jurors, who were called everything under the sun but children of 
Nyame (God).  

Several callers went so far as to suggest anyone who brought up Edge-
comb's past, including the two open cases against him at the time, were trai-
tors to the Black cause, and should be tarred and feathered. 

One caller, Lowe's sidekick and I assume paid pundit, ripped into Black 
folks for not attending the trial and promised 'this is not over.'  I presume 
her reference was about an appeal funded by Black folks. (That would be 
Black History in and of itself.) 

I'm not mad at the angry brothers and sisters.   
In fact, I agree with much of what was said about systemic racism (a per-

fect example of CRT), the tainted trial and Just-Us system, and biased re-
porting. I thought Edgecomb had a strong case given the video showing he 
was chased and evidence of Cleereman's state of mind. But, then again, as 
a student of both history and His-story, I wasn't surprised at the verdict. 

As such, I fully understood Edgecomb's rationale for heading south after 

the shooting (although I would have sought sanctuary in a monastery some-
where in Tibet instead).   

The brother was right to assume he would not receive a 'fair' trial or would 
have been convicted even if he had a halo hanging over his head. 

That said, I've been through too many battles, conducted too much re-
search, and witnessed far too much to join with the myopic soldiers who 
questioned the Blackness of the five jurors because they vote their con-
science.   

I say that even though I probably would have voted differently for the 
same reason, I jumped for joy a lifetime ago when O.J. Simpson was exon-
erated for killing his ex-White wife and her lover. 

In short, there was enough communal frenzy following the verdict to sug-
gest the pot of Black frustration could spill over.   

The only thing that saved this city was that the verdict came during one 
of the coldest periods of the new year.   

And our African people don't like the cold, even to protest. 
Interestingly, while the FCC took notes during the two tapings, the Ken 

Harris show I next heard brought a cool drink to the discussion. 
Harris (my second favorite radio host) started his show questioning the 

lack of community uproar over the discovery of six Black bodies in a house 
on 21 and Wright Streets. The six, including a woman, were murdered--- 
Mafia-style.   

Those murders brought city homicides to a record number for January, to 
almost one per day. And, sadly, most victims were ‘Hue-man.’ 

Yet aside from a few press releases and conferences in which the usual 
political suspects decry violence and appeal for sanity (like that's worked), 
it was as if no one cared. No mass marches. No angry callers to the Black 
themed radio station. Not even a prayer vigil of significance, even if that 
'remedy' is merely symbolic or falling on 'deaf' ears. 

I could not help but wonder if even a microcosm of the frustration and 
passion directed toward the Edgecomb trial was directed to community 

building, restoring families, controlling the institutions in our community, 
where would we be?   

I wonder what would happen if a mere two percent of the radio revolution-
aries had voted in the school board elections if we would be having this dis-
cussion? 

If voting in the most crucial election impacting our community was a lit-
mus test for inclusion on radio, the airwaves would be silent. 

Education is key to resolving most of the social ills impacting our com-
munity. Yet I don't hear lively discussions on radio, in the media, or at the 
NAACP conferences about this social ill. Make that social 'evil,' since our 
apathy has resulted in the loss of two generations of Black children. Maybe 
even Edgecomb's.   

While we express anger and frustration over the Edgecomb trial, we lose 
sight of the future of those trapped in educational apartheid today will all 
but guarantee record murders, mass incarcerations, and tainted trials—hope-
fully with Black jurors---tomorrow. 

I feel for Edgecomb. My heart bleeds for the children who will be forever 
tainted by his absence.   

Theodore was in a no-win situation. One faced by Black men in this coun-
try every day. 

I understand the nature of the beast---judicial apartheid--that doomed him 
from the second he punched Cleereman.    

If you want to start a campaign to recall the judge, contribute financially 
to an appeal, seek federal---hell, United Nations---intervention, or even take 
all of our goods and move back to Africa, I'm with you. 

But as long as you're putting the cart before the horse, prioritizing what 
Polka tune Nero is playing as Rome burns around you, I have other things 
to do.   

And I'm not waiting until summer. 
Hotep. 

SIGNIFYIN’
(continued from page 5)
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