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After two months in office, 
KAMALA HARRIS
is still living out of 
suitcases — and she’s 
getting frustrated with it!
By Kate Bennett | CNN

It has been more than two months
since Kamala Harris was sworn in
as vice president of the United
States, a historic moment for the
country, as Harris is the first
woman and the first woman of
color to hold the second highest
office in the land. 
Yet, Harris — along with her husband, Georgetown

Law professor Douglas Emhoff — is still, ostensibly,
living out of suitcases, unable to move into the pri-
vate residence reserved for the vice president be-
cause it’s still undergoing renovations.
It’s unclear why the renovations are taking so long,

said one administration official, but it’s a situation
that has left Harris increasingly and understandably
bothered, according to several people who spoke to
CNN about her situation. “She is getting frustrated,”
said another administration official, noting with each
passing day the desire to move into her designated
house — a stately, turreted mansion two-and-a-half
miles from the White House — grows more intense.
The second couple continues to live in temporary

housing at Blair House, the President’s official guest
quarters, just across Pennsylvania Avenue from the
White House.
The administration has provided no official expla-

nation for the delay, and a spokesperson for Harris
did not respond to CNN’s request for comment.
CNN has looked at various government contracts,

awarded for myriad issues at the vice president’s res-

Recently, 10 high school
students competed virtually
in Milwaukee Rep’s August
Wilson Monologue Competi-
tion (AWMC) Regional Final.  
Each student performed a monologue
via Zoom from August Wilson’s Ameri-
can Century Cycle, a 10-play cycle that
details the complexity of the African
American experience in the 20th century
in front of an invited audience and a
panel of judges.  
Two winners, Yexuanj Rivera Melen-
dez from Milwaukee High School of the
Arts and Fardowso Shidad from Rufus
King High School, with alternate Kamani
Graham from Pius XI High School, were
selected to represent Milwaukee in the
National competition on May 3, 2021.  
The winners each received a cash
prize of $400 with the opportunity to win
further scholarships at the National com-
petition. 
2021 is the first year Milwaukee Rep is
an official AWMC partner, which makes
these students the very first to represent
Milwaukee in the National finals. 
To hear directly from students on what
the AWMC meant to them and the Mil-
waukee community click HERE.
Milwaukee Rep’s AWMC kicked off this
season with in-school and after school
offerings including free virtual workshops
every Wednesday afternoon in January
and February where Milwaukee Rep
teaching artists helped students prep for

the initial audition on February 27. 
Milwaukee Rep teaching artists served
schools including Bay View High School,
Milwaukee High School of the Arts,
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School, and mul-
tiple Boys and Girls Clubs locations
across the city. 
Auditions included students from 14
schools from around the Milwaukee
metro area.
The National August Wilson Mono-
logue Competition is a free arts educa-
tion program celebrating the words of
playwright August Wilson, inspiring high
school students to express themselves
through theater.  
Founded in 2007 by Kenny Leon and
Todd Kreidler at Kenny Leon’s True Col-
ors Theatre Company in Atlanta, the
program is produced in collaboration
with the national presenting partners
True Colors Theater Company and Ju-
jamcyn Theaters.
Milwaukee Rep honors the legacy of

August Wilson as a new host of the
AWMC as well as its continued produc-
tions of Wilson’s work.  
Milwaukee Rep has presented 7 of the
10 plays in Wilson’s Century Cycle, most
recently Two Trains Running in 2019.
Milwaukee Rep’s August Wilson Mono-
logue Competition participation is spon-
sored in part by MKE REC Partnership
for the Arts and Humanities and Milwau-
kee Rep’s Spotlight Members.
For more information, please visit
www.MilwaukeeRep.com.

Milwaukee Rep Selects Two
Finalists for the National

August Wilson 
Monologue Competition
Pictured above (left to right): Yexuanj Rivera Melendez (Regional Winner), 
Fardowso Shidad (Regional Winner), and Kamani Graham (Alternate)

(continued on page 2)
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idence over the last few
years, many of which detail
intensive foundational work.
From recently wrapped proj-
ects on a retention pond to a
replaced tank system for
$164,000 from last Septem-
ber, repairs and upkeep ap-
pear constant. 
There’s also an ongoing
$3.8 million contract for
“plumbing, heating and air-
conditioning contractors,” ac-
cording to the contract on
the United States govern-
ment spending website.
The contracts, while sub-
stantial, aren’t overtly egre-
gious in terms of cost and
expectation, considering the
home is 9,000-plus square
feet and was built in 1893. 
Tax records from 2018 in-
dicate $119,000 in expenses
were used to provide up-
dates and improvements in
and around the grounds of
the residence, for example. 
However, the current con-
tracts do not address specifi-
cally why the vice president
is still not living there, which
is leading to growing ques-
tions — and agitation —
about the pace of the work.
Harris has recently been
spotted at her future home,
popping in for an hour-long
visit three weeks ago, per
CNN. 

Two administration staff
with knowledge of the ongo-
ing updates told CNN that
Harris — who likes to cook
— requested work be done
on the kitchen.
It is not unusual for there
to be at least a couple of
weeks between residents, so
the Naval staff who operate
the home can refresh, said
Elizabeth Haenle, who
served as vice president res-
idence manager and social
secretary for former Vice
President Dick Cheney. 
“From time to time, the
Navy will ask the vice presi-
dent and their respective
families to delay moving in
so that they have time for
maintenance and upgrades
that are not easy to perform
once the vice president
takes up residence,” Haenle
said.
Shortly after inauguration,
a Harris aide told CNN the
vice president wouldn’t be
immediately moving in, citing
the need for some repairs to
the home “that are more
easily conducted with the
home unoccupied.”
A move-in date was still to

be determined at the time.
Another administration offi-
cial told CNN some of the
work included renovating the
home’s chimneys — there
are seven working fireplaces

— as well as other updates.
Lacking the 

comforts of home
Although Blair House pro-
vides comfortable, even lux-
urious, accommodations,
Harris and Emhoff’s current
surroundings lack the crea-
ture comforts of a home. An-
tiques and museum-quality
pieces of American history
deck each of the 100-plus
rooms, which include a gym
and a private hair salon. 
And although the profes-
sional, full-time staff of more
than a dozen provide ameni-
ties as accommodating as a
luxury hotel, Blair House
does not offer the laid-back

vibe Harris and Emhoff are
said to prefer when they are
home. The couple enjoy a
more casual, West Coast in-
formality, with frequent visits
from family and large Sun-
day suppers, the former Cal-
ifornia senator has said.
The main bedroom suite at
Blair House was redecorated
by celebrity interior designer
Thomas Pheasant, brought
on in 2012 to make updates
to overall décor, and in-
cludes a massive, canopied
bed draped in luxe fabrics
and furnishings that are
more reminiscent of Mount
Vernon than a California
modern mood. Her condo in

Washington, DC, which she
moved out of to live at Blair
House, was inside a sleek,
eco-chic, minimalist building
in the city’s West End neigh-
borhood.
When the second couple
does finally move into One
Observatory Circle, where
the vice president’s resi-
dence is located on the
grounds of the Naval Obser-
vatory, they will find a home
quite unlike their city condo
or Blair House, but also very
different from the White
House. There are far fewer
formalities, fewer staff and

(continued from cover page)

Vice President Harris growing frustrated with
ongoing renovations of her official residence

(continued on page 6)
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NOTICE OF SPRING ELECTION AND
NOTICE OF SPECIAL NONPARTISAN ELECTION FOR 

COUNTY SUPERVISOR, DISTRICT 10
AND SAMPLE BALLOT 

April 6, 2021

OFFICE OF THE MILWAUKEE COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION

TO THE VOTERS OF THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE:

Notice is hereby given of a spring election to be held in the City of Mil-
waukee on April 6, 2021, at which the officers named below shall be cho-
sen.  The names of the candidates for each office to be voted for, whose
nominations have been certified to or filed in this office, are given under
the title of the office, each in its proper column, in the sample ballot
below.

INFORMATION TO VOTERS
Upon entering the polling place, a voter shall state his or her name and
address, show an acceptable form of photo identification, and sign the
poll book before being permitted to vote.  If a voter does not have accept-
able photo identification, the voter may obtain a free photo ID for voting
from the Division of Motor Vehicles.  If a voter is not registered to vote, a
voter may register to vote at the polling place serving his or her resi-
dence, if the voter presents proof of residence in a form specified by law.
Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two inspectors must
appear on the ballot.  Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall retire
alone to a voting booth and cast his or her ballot except that a voter who
is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the voter's minor child or
minor ward.  An election official may inform the voter of the proper man-
ner for casting a vote, but the official may not in any manner advise or in-
dicate a particular voting choice.

Where Optical Scan Voting is Used
The voter shall fill in the oval next to the name of the candidate of his or
her choice for each office for which he or she intends to vote.  To vote for
a person whose name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall write
in the name of the person of his or her choice in the space provided for a
write-in vote and fill in the oval next to the write-in line.  

When using an electronic ballot marking device (“Automark” or “Ex-
pressVote”), to mark an optical scan ballot, the voter shall touch the
screen or use the keypad to select the name of the candidate of his or
her choice for each office for which he or she intends to vote.  To vote for
a person whose name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall type
in the name of the person of his or her choice in the space provided for a
write-in vote.  

Spoiled Ballots
If the voter spoils an optical scan ballot, he or she shall return it to an
election official who shall issue another ballot in its place, but not more
than three ballots shall be issued to any one voter.  If the ballot has not
been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other way, the voter
shall return it to the election official, who shall issue a proper ballot in its
place. 

After Voting the Ballot
After an official optical scan ballot is marked, it shall be inserted in the
security sleeve, so the marks do not show.  The voter shall insert the bal-
lot in the voting device and discard the sleeve or deliver the ballot to an
inspector for deposit.  If a central count system is used, the voter shall in-
sert the ballot in the ballot box and discard the sleeve or deliver the ballot
to an inspector for deposit.  The voter shall leave the polling place
promptly.

A voter may select an individual to assist in casting his or her vote if the
voter declares to the presiding official that he or she is unable to read,
has difficulty reading, writing or understanding English or that due to dis-
ability is unable to cast his or her ballot. The selected individual rendering
assistance may not be the voter's employer or an agent of that employer
or an officer or agent of a labor organization which represents the voter.

A sample of the official ballot is posted with this notice.

Wards 60, 108, 109, 110, 111, 113, 114, 116, 117, 144, 147, 148, 149,
172, 173, 174, 178, 183, 184, 188, 189, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, and
199 will have the following County Supervisor, District 10 contest on their
ballot in addition to those contests shown on the sample ballot.

County Supervisor, District 10
Vote for 1

Darrin B. Madison, Jr.
Priscilla E. Coggs-Jones

write-in

Wards 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 116, 117, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148,
149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 158, 159, 160, 169, 170, 171,
172, 173, 174, 175, 189, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 198, 199, 200, 201,
202, 203, 205, and 214 will have the following School Board Director,
District 4 contest on their ballot in addition to those contests shown on
the sample ballot.

School District of Milwaukee
School Board Director, District 4

Vote for 1
Dana Kelley
Aisha Carr
write-in

Wards 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131,
132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 176, 177, 178,
179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 187, and 188 will have the following
School Board Director, District 5 contest on their ballot in addition to
those contests shown on the sample ballot.

School District of Milwaukee
School Board Director, District 5

Vote for 1
Alex Brower

Jilly Gokalgandhi
Write-in

Wards 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 224, 225, 226, 228, 229, 230, 231,
232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 238, 239, 250, 251, 252, 253, 254, 255,
256, 257, 258, 320, 321, 322, 323 and  324 will have the following School
Board Director, District 6 contest on their ballot in addition to those con-
tests shown on the sample ballot.

School District of Milwaukee
School Board Director, District 6

Vote for 1
Marcela Garcia

write-in

Wards 190, 196, 197, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 215, 216,
217, 227, 259, 260, 261, 262, 263, 264, 265, 266, 267, 268, 269, 270,
271, 272, 273, 274, 275, 276, 277, 278, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283, 284,
326 and 327 will have the following School Board Director, District 7 con-
test on their ballot in addition to those contests shown on the sample bal-
lot.

School District of Milwaukee
School Board Director, District 7

Vote for 1
Henry Leonard

write-in

MILWAUKEE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS
Tim Posnanski          Rick Baas          Dawn Martin

George L. Christenson
Milwaukee County Clerk
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YOUR VOTE IS JUST 
AS IMPORTANT IN 
NON-PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS! SO ON 
APRIL 6, VOTE!
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION CALL:
414-286-3491
(SMART PHONE)
414-286-8445 (LAND LINE)
@voterinfo@milwaukee.gov
(ONLINE)
ADDRESS:
CITY HALL, 
200 E. WELLS
STREET, ROOM
501, MILWAUKEE,
WI 53202 
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SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV001243

In the matter of the name change of:
AMBER BRITTANY BROOKS
By (Petitioner) AMBER BRIT-
TANY BROOKS

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: AMBER BRITTANY
BROOKS To: AMBER ALYVIA
CHAVEZ
Birth Certificate: AMBER BRIT-
TANY CHAVEZ

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CARL ASH-
LEY BR. 33 Room 500 PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 
DATE: APRIL 16, 2021 TIME 9:30
A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  3-24-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. CARL ASHLEY
Circuit Court Judge
036/3-24-31/4-7-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV001244

In the matter of the name change of:
CHRISTINA MARIE FORDHAM
By (Petitioner) CHRISTINA
MARIE FORDHAM

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: CHRISTINA MARIE FORD-
HAM To: PHOENIX CHRISTINA
MARIE VERA
Birth Certificate: CHRISTINA
MARIE WHITE

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. KEVIN E
MARTENS BR 27 PLACE: 901 N.
9th Street, Room 403 ***TO BE
HELD VIA ZOOM*** Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, 53233 DATE: APRIL 27,
2021 TIME 1:30 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  3-16-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. KEVIN E MARTENS
Circuit Court Judge
037/3-24-31/4-7-2021

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
SMALL CLAIMS PUBLICA-

TION
SUMMONS 

Case No. 21SC004215
To: TIFFANY F SMITH  3780 N
62ND ST MILWAUKEE WI 53216

You are being sued by Plaintiff
KIMBERLY A LYONS in the Small
Claims Court for Milwaukee
County, Milwaukee County Court-
house Courtroom 400, 901 N. Ninth
St Milwaukee WI 53233. A hearing
will be held at 8:30 A.M./2:30 P.M.
on APRIL 26, 2021 before a Small
Claims Commissioner. If you do not
appear, a judgment may be given to
the person suing you. A copy of the
claim has been mailed to the address
above.
Dated this 19th day of March 2021.
KIMBERLY A LYONS
4056 N 67th Street - PLAINTIFF: 
Milwaukee WI 53216
(414) 870-2465
032/3-24-31/4-7-2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Assumed Name: NEKAROLL
MONIQUE JILES
Principal Place of Business: 
4047 N 93rd Street, Milwaukee, WI
53222
United States of America
NAMEHOLDER(S)
Name: JILES NEKAROLL
MONIQUE
Address: C/O 4047 N 93RD
STREET
MILWAUKEE WI 53222
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
By typing my name, I, the under-
signed certify that I am signing this
document as the person whose sig-
nature is required or as agent of the
person(s) whose signature would be
required who has authorized me to
sign this document on his/her behalf,
or in both capacities. I further certify
that I have completed all required
fields, and that the information in
this document is true and correct and
in compliance with the applicable
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I un-
derstand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties of
perjury as set forth in Section 609.48
as if I had signed this document
under oath.
SIGNED BY: NEKAROLL
MONIQUE JILES
MAILING ADDRESS: C/O 4047
North Ninety-Third Street 
Milwaukee WI 53222
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES:
jilesnekarollmonique@gmail.com
033/3-24-31/4-7-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV001354

In the matter of the name change of:
RACHEL ELENA FLAATA

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: RACHEL ELENA FLAATA
To: RACHEL ELENA VALYN
Birth Certificate: RACHEL ELENA
FLAATA

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CARL ASH-
LEY BR. 33 Room 500 PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 
DATE: APRIL 26, 2021 TIME

10:00 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  3-24-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. CARL ASHLEY
Circuit Court Judge
034/3-24-31/4-7-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV001353

In the matter of the name change of:
VICTOR KEVIN WYEN

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: VICTOR KEVIN WYEN to:
VICTOR KEVIN VALYN
Birth Certificate: VICTOR KEVIN
WYEN

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. TIMOTHY M
WITKOWIAK Room 415 PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: APRIL 23,
2021 TIME 11:45 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  3-15-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. TIMOTHY WITKOWIAK
Circuit Court Judge
035/3-24-31/4-7-2021

(PUBLICATION)
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
DIVORCE - 40101
Case No. 21FA000308

In Re: The marriage of: RICARDO
BONILLA and Respondent: MARIA
DE AVILA PEREZ

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE
AS RESPONDENT:
You are notified that the petitioner
named above has filed a Petition for
divorce or legal separation against
you.

You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition
within 40 days from the day after the
first day of publication.

The demand must be sent or deliv-
ered to the court at: Clerk of Court,
Milwaukee County Courthouse 901
N 9th St Milwaukee WI 53233 and
to RICARDO BONILLA 2515 S
9TH PL Milwaukee WI 53215

It is recommended, but not required
that you have an attorney help or
represent you.

If you do not demand a copy of the
Petition within 40 days, the court
may grant judgment against you for
the award of money or other legal
action requested in the Petition, and
you may lose your right to object to
anything that is or may be incorrect
in the Petition.

A judgment may be enforced as pro-
vided by law. A judgment awarding
money may become a lien against
any real estate you own now or in
the future and may also be enforced
by garnishment or seizure of prop-
erty.

You are further notified that if the
parties to this action have minor
children, violation of 948.31 Wis.
Stats., (Interference with custody by
parent or others) is punishable by
fines and/or imprisonment:

If you and the petitioner have minor
children, documents setting forth the
percentage standard for child sup-
port established by the department
under 49.22(9), Wis. Stats., and the
factors that a court may consider for
modification of that standard under
767.511 (1m).  Wis Stats. are avail-
able upon your request from the
Clerk of Court.

You are notified of the availability of
information from the Circuit Court
Commissioner as set forth in
767.105 WIs.Stats.

767.105 Information from Circuit
Court Commissioner.

(2) Upon the request of a party to an
action affecting the family, including
a revision of judgment or order
under sec. 767.59 or 767.451:
(a) The Circuit Court Commissioner
shall, with or without charge, pro-
vide the party with written informa-
tion on the following, as appropriate
to the action commenced:
1. The procedure for obtaining a
judgment or order in the action.
2. The major issues usually ad-
dressed in such an action.
3. Community resources and family
court counseling services available
to assist the parties.
4. The procedure for setting, modify-
ing, and enforcing child support
awards, or modifying and enforcing
legal custody or physical placement
judgments or orders.
(b) The Circuit Court Commissioner
shall provide a party, for inspection
or purchase, with a copy of the statu-
tory provisions in this chapter gener-
ally pertinent to the action.
Date: 2-27-2021
BY: RICARDO BONILLA
2515 S 9TH PL
Milwaukee WI 53215
028/3-10-17-24-2021

LEGALS&CLASSIFIEDS

Place your legal or
classified ad HERE,
in YOUR MIlwaukee
Community 
Journal!
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more freedom.
“The White House is office
and home to the President
so there is that feeling of liv-
ing above the ‘shop’ at the
White House,” said Haenle. 
“For the vice president and
his or her family, the Vice
President’s Residence — or
VPR — is calm in the midst
of a stormy Washington,
both politically and logisti-
cally. 
At the end of the day, the
vice president can travel a
short distance northwest and
find respite in a country-like
setting.” Deer often roam the
property, though in reality it
is a stone’s throw from DC’s
downtown office buildings
and city traffic.

‘You’re gonna 
love the pool’

The dozens of acres that
make up the grounds of the
Naval Observatory offer pri-
vacy and the ability to move
about with more leisure than
can the President and first
lady at the White House.
Biden last month at a CNN
Town Hall referred to the
White House as a “gilded
cage,” and lamented not
having the same accou-
trements at his disposal as
when he lived at the vice
president’s residence for
eight years.
“You’re on 80 acres, over-
looking the rest of the city,”
said Biden. “You can walk
out, and there’s a swimming
pool. … You can ride a bicy-
cle around and never leave
the property, and work out —
but the White House is very
different.” (The vice presi-
dent’s mansion actually sits
on 13-gated acres of the
land, not 80 — the entire
Naval Observatory com-
pound, with several separate
buildings and offices unre-
lated to the residence, is 72
acres.)
It was former Vice Presi-
dent Dan Quayle who had
the heated pool installed,
and it became Biden’s treas-
ured refuge. While vice pres-
ident, Biden would throw
raucous summer pool par-
ties for staff and their fami-
lies, bringing out water
cannons and partaking in
drenching shoot-outs with
the children who attended. 
In 2017, shortly after mov-
ing in, then-second lady
Karen Pence shared in an
interview Biden’s parting
words to her just after her
husband, Mike Pence, was
sworn in: “That’s the thing
that Joe Biden said to us as
he got into the limo and left
the Capitol on Inauguration
Day — he said, ‘You’re

gonna love the pool.’”
Harris, who early in her
vice presidency was spotted
running up and down the
steps at the Lincoln Memo-
rial for her workout, Secret
Service agents nearby, will
have the outdoor space to
jog, swim and workout at her
new home — without the
public spotting her and post-
ing videos on social media.
Harris has said she works
out every morning, and
swimming can sometimes be
a part of her routine — an-
other reason the vice presi-
dential pool is a perk.
A vice president who likes

to cook
Should she wish to add her
personal signature to the
residence or its grounds —
such as Quayle did with the
pool or George H.W. Bush
did with an outdoor horse-
shoe pit or the Bidens did
with a garden where the
names of all the home’s oc-
cupants, pets included, are
engraved — updates and
tweaks can circumvent the
elaborate process of ap-
provals that any changes at
the White House must go
through.
However, as with the White
House, a separate founda-
tion has been established to
cover most updates with
government-provided funds. 
Also like the White House,

the vice president has at her
disposal roomfuls of historic
furnishings and decorative
arts from which to choose
from as part of a private col-
lection reserved for the Pres-
ident and vice president to
make their temporary homes
feel homey and to their per-
sonal tastes. 
Karen Pence once said
she left the residence rooms
set up in much the same
way as the Biden’s had it be-
fore them, since the Pences
liked the layout and saw no
reason to upend it.
“It is a home with a lot of
history and character, but
over the years the Navy has
kept it well-maintained and
upgraded it,” Haenle said.
“During my time with the Ch-
eney’s, we logged the inven-
tory of the house and
restored furnishings and art
going back to the Rocke-
fellers and Mondale’s.”
Harris is known to derive
satisfaction from cooking,
and she’s no doubt hunger-
ing for the personal space to
do that. 
She once said in an inter-
view with New York Maga-
zine’s “The Cut,” “If I’m
cooking, I feel like I’m in con-
trol of my life.” Harris and
Emhoff are fond of their
nights in, and enjoy sharing
time in the kitchen and good
food. 

The couple, separately and
together, are frequent pa-
trons of Stachowski’s Mar-
ket, a butcher shop and
mini-gourmet provisions
store located on a quaint
corner in Georgetown.
For at-home entertaining,
the residence offers “a wrap-
around veranda that faces
away from the busy streets
of Northwest Washington,”
notes Haenle. 
“It is a special place and
makes for great Sunday af-
ternoon family gatherings,”
while still being formal
enough to welcome heads of
state.
Last May, Harris told Glam-
our magazine she was get-

ting Emhoff more involved in
cooking; her schedule can
no longer handle the hands-
on approach she likes to
take in the kitchen. “It takes
him about four hours to do
what I do in an hour, but it is
delicious so I just have to be
quiet and let it happen,” she
said.
But it’s the meditative and
relaxing quality of cooking
up family meals that Harris
has cited in multiple inter-
views as therapeutic, and it’s
something she’s still waiting
to do in her official resi-
dence.
Article courtesy of the-

CNN-Wire

Vice President and her family still waiting to move
into official residence due to ongoing renovations
(continued from page 2)
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