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SPECIAL FOCUS

COPINGCOPING
WITHWITH
COVID-19COVID-19
OP-ED: A Question for
Black Americans:
VACCINE OR
BODY BAG?
By Dr. John Warren, Publisher, 
San Diego Voice and Viewpoint

Today there is a crisis in Black America that
is greater than the Tuskegee experiment it-
self. That experiment for more than 30 years
deliberately used Black men as lab rats to
test the effects of syphilis on men infected
with venereal disease. 
It took over 30 years, but the experiments were dis-

covered and exposed. The people conducting those
experiments were all White. But some things have
changed. One such change is the presence of Black
scientists engaged in research affecting Black people.
Today, in the case of the development of a vaccine to

fight COVID-19, a female Black Scientist named Dr.
Kizmekia Corbett, at the National Institutes of Health’s
Vaccine Research Center has led the research. She

(continued on page 2)

Even amid a pandemic, Mil-
waukee’s chic creatives are
finding clever outlets to pivot
and hone their craft. In a part-
nership with Milwaukee Down-
town, BID #21, Jeffrey
McAlister of FashionSense is
spotlighting local designers and
boutiques in a new MKE It
Local: Winter 2021
Lookbook. The book, which strives to ele-

vate Milwaukee’s image as a fashion hub, fea-
tures over 40 looks from eight designers and
boutiques on more than 20 local models with
downtown Milwaukee vistas as the backdrop. 

Milwaukee-based hair and makeup artists,
as well as cosmetology students from MATC,
were enlisted for the project, along with An-
thony Anderson of 8x10 Photography.
“In December, our original concept of an

outdoor, open-air winter fashion show was
fleeting as COVID-19 cases were on the rise,”
said Jeffrey McAlister of FashionSense and
director of the MKE It Local: Winter 2021
Lookbook. 
“So when life gives you lemons, make

lemonade. Thankfully, we were able to quickly
transform the project from a show into a two-
day photoshoot that complied with local, state
and federal health guidelines. 
Keeping everyone safe was a top priority

and we accomplished it with a beautiful end
product that tells the story of the synergies oc-
curring in our industry, especially among

Photo: Antoinette Decoster
adecoster92 from Pintrest. 
Photographed in Milwau-
kee’s downtown.

Milwaukee’s 
fashion
scene on
full 
display in
new 
lookbook
focusing
on city’s
Black and
Brown 
creatives

(continued on page 3)
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has been the lead scientist
in the development of one
of the two vaccines cur-
rently being used.
But Black people, who

are at the greatest risk of
dying from COVID- 19,
have the lowest rate of re-
ceiving the vaccine, it ap-
pears, for two reasons:
one, we have logistical is-
sues of appointment, loca-
tions and transportation;
and two, we actually have
people refusing to take the
vaccine in spite of current
scientific data developed
by a Black scientist that
proves the vaccines save
lives.
No one is thinking of forc-

ing any of us to take the
vaccine if we decide not to.
But we should understand
that the virus and its devel-
oping mutations, which
have taken almost 500,000
lives in the United States
alone, appears to come
down to two choices: the
vaccine or a body bag.
The body bag is what we

use to remove the bodies
of those who die, regard-
less of the cause. 

Those who refuse to take
the vaccine should know
that you become possible
transmitters of the virus, if
not affected directly your-
self. This means that fam-
ily and loved ones can die
as a result of contact with
those who have not taken
the vaccine as a means of
stopping the transmission
of the virus.
This also means that until

such time as we have full
vaccinations of the entire
country, those of us who
have not had the vaccine
yet will have to rethink our
personal relationships with
those close to us who re-
fuse to take the vaccine.
Let us not forget that each
person has a right to re-
fuse the vaccine, but that
right must not get confused
with our right to choose to
live.
The choice really is be-

tween the vaccine and the
body bag. We know the
body bags will go to those
who did not take the vac-
cines first, but will their re-
fusal cause others among
us to die and get a body
bag also?

(continued from cover)

VACCINE OR
BODY BAG?

Black Americans have lost
three years in life ex-
pectancy over the last two
years according to estimates
by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. 

The decline is the largest since World
War II. The life expectancy gap by race is
now the widest since 1998 and at a 15-
year low overall. 
Non-Hispanic Black males now have the

lowest life expectancy of any group. The
new data shows that African Americans on
average live six years less in life ex-
pectancy than Whites. The Covid-19 pan-

CDC: Life Expectancy of
Black 
Men Has 
Dropped 
by Three 
Years!

By Lauren 
Victoria Burke,
NNPA 
Newswire 
Correspondent

(continued on page 5)
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Black and Brown creatives.”
Working under the City of

Milwaukee’s Order #4.3
guidelines, the production
crew and models assembled
in groups less than 10.
COVID-19 testing was con-
ducted prior to the shoots and
masks and gloves were worn
on set, except when models
were photographed.
“Milwaukee is a fresh city

brimming with innovators and
trendsetters,” said Beth Weir-
ick, CEO of Milwaukee Down-
town, BID #21. “In my humble
opinion, we rival some of the
most respected fashion capi-
tals in the country. It’s why Mil-
waukee Downtown was
delighted to provide a safe
platform for our city’s stylists,
designers, photographers,
models and artists to show-
case their work. I believe this
project will only foster future
collaborations with our near-
downtown neighborhoods and
fashion-minded partners. ” 
Designers and boutiques

featured in the MKE It Local:
Winter 2021 Lookbook in-
clude: A.J. Ugent Furs; GG’s
Collections, Deborah Render;
Lela Boutique; Milano Men’s
Fashion; Milano Women’s
Fashion; NoFingerprints

Clothing; Purdywear, Andre
Purdy; and Stacy Adams.
Models were photographed in
Saint Kate Arts Hotel, the Mil-
waukee Intermodal Station
and at outdoor locations
throughout downtown Milwau-
kee. 
“The overall collaboration of

this project gave designers
and models of color the op-
portunity to elevate their work
in the community,” said Andre
Purdy of Purdywear, Andre
Purdy. “I am grateful to be a
part of something so magnifi-
cent that reflects our glorious
differences. Because it is this
diversity that unites and uni-
fies. I also hope it spurs future
conversations around Milwau-
kee as a creative hub.”
The MKE It Local: Winter

2021 Lookbook is available for
preview here. The interactive
guide allows readers to con-
nect to a designer or bou-
tique’s collection, encouraging
online and in-store purchases.
A special behind-the-scenes
video, produced by Foureva
Productions, can be viewed
here.
To coordinate interviews

with Jeffrey McAlister of Fash-
ionSense; Beth Weirick of Mil-
waukee Downtown, BID #21;

or any of the local designers
and/or artists involved with the
project, contact Lauren
Koepsel at lauren@water-
streetcreative.com.

“Milwaukee
is a fresh
city 
brimming
with inno-
vators and
trendset-
ters. In my
humble 
opinion, we
rival some
of the most
respected
fashion cap-
itals in the
country.”
—Beth Weirick, CEO
of Milwaukee Down-
town, BID #21. 

new lookbook
PUTS Milwaukee’s 
fashion scene on
full display  (CONTINUED 

FROM COVER)
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Meet Pooch Paper

-- an innovative, en-
vironmentally-
friendly paper
alternative to single-
use plastic dog
waste bags.

Pooch Paper is the ulti-
mate eco-friendly tool for
any pup-loving household! 
Join award-winning televi-

sion producer Tracy Rosen-
steel and her beloved
French Bulldog Little Boo
as they work to save our
planet one pup at a time

with the help of Pooch
Paper!
“Each year over 500 MIL-

LION single-use plastic dog
waste bags find their way to
our landfills,” said Rosen-
steel.
“Plastic can take over

Dog Waste Gets a
Green Makeover 
with Shark Tank 
Success Pooch Paper

(continued on page 5)
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demic hit Black and Ameri-
cans harder than any other
group of Americans. Under-
lying health issues and lack
of health care were a factor.
Overall, African Ameri-

cans are hospitalized at
three times the rate of white
Americans.  African Ameri-
cans die at double the rate
from COVID than all other
groups according to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. 
The impact of COVID-19,

which is the cause of
500,000 deaths in less than
two years, is a leading
cause, not just on deaths
directly due to infection but
also from heart disease,
cancer and other condi-
tions.  The definition of “life
expectancy” is calculated
by how long someone born
today is expected to live.
The average life ex-
pectancy last year was
77.8. 
Though Covid-19 was

clearly the driver of the de-
pressing new statistics on
life expectancy, drug over-
doses and other health fac-
tors also factored into the
data.  
President Biden and De-

mocrats in Congress are
currently structuring a multi-
billion COVID relief pack-
age.  Former President
Trump largely ignored the
coronavirus crisis as mor-
tality numbers mounted.
After Trump’s loss to Biden,
departments of the federal
government are focused on
the COVID pandemic. 
Lauren Victoria Burke is

an independent journalist
for NNPA and the host of
the podcast BURKEFILE.
She is also a political
strategist as Principal of
Win Digital Media LLC. She
may be contacted at
LBurke007@gmail.com and
on twitter at @LVBurke

Life 
Expectancy 
of Black Men
Drops by
Three Years
(continued from page 2)

500 years to degrade, if it ever does, and re-
leases micro-plastics and methane into our en-
vironment.”
Pooch Paper is an environmentally-friendly al-

ternative crafted from recycled, 100%
biodegradable and compostable paper. 
The Pooch Paper Difference:
• 100% biodegradable
• 100% compostable (hello green bin!)
• Made with recycled non-bleached 
paper fibers

• Created with a grease resistant 
coating to keep waste in its place
• Manufactured using renewable 
energy Proudly made in the USA
Since hitting the market in 2019, Pooch Paper

debuted on Shark Tank this past fall. 
Pooch Paper is available to all consumers, but

is also preparing to launch in dispensers in the
Los Feliz neighborhood of Los Angeles!
Simply grab, twist, and toss to do your “doo-

die” for a greener tomorrow.

   

(continued from page 4)

Dog Waste Gets a Green
Makeover with Pooch Paper
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SUMMONS

(PUBLICATION)
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV000432

In the matter of the name change of:
DARRIAN DONTE GLEASON

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: DARRIAN DONTE GLEA-
SON to: DARRIAN DONTE
SPEARS
Birth Certificate: DARRIAN
DONTE GLEASON

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. TIMOTHY M
WITKOWIAK Room 415 PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, (VIA ZOOM)
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233
DATE: MARCH 1, 2021 TIME
11:00 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  2-2-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. TIMOTHY WITKOWIAK
Circuit Court Judge
017/2-10-17-24-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV007141

In the matter of the name change of:
NICHOLAS ARMANI CORLEY
By (Petitioner) NICHOLAS AR-
MANI CORLEY

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: NICHOLAS ARMANI COR-
LEY To: NICHOLAS ARMANI
HAWTHORNE
Birth Certificate: NICHOLAS AR-
MANI CORLEY

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. LAURA
GRAMLING PEREZ PLACE: 901
N. 9th Street (VIA ZOOM) Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE:
March 3, 2021 TIME 11:30 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  1-25-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. LAURA GRAMLING
PEREZ
Circuit Court Judge
019/2-10-17-24-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR

NAME CHANGE HEARING
Case No. 20CV6064

In the matter of the name change of:
RAWZON JAQUAY MCFAR-
LAND
By (Petitioner) RAWZON JAQUAY
MCFARLAND

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: RAWZON JAQUAY MC-
FARLAND To: RAZAN JAQUAY
MCFARLAND
Birth Certificate: RAWZON
JAQUAY MCFARLAND

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CHRISTO-
PHER R FOLEY BR 14 Hearing
will take place by phone please call
the Court at (414) 278-4582 at the
date and time of hearing. PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: March 16,
2021 TIME 1:30 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  1-29-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. CHRISTOPHER R FOLEY
Circuit Court Judge
021/2-17-24/3-3-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING
Case No. 2021CV000923

In the matter of the name change of:
JOSHUA CHANCE PINKARD
By (Petitioner) GINA GENELL
TODD

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: JOSHUA CHANCE
PINKARD To: JOSHUA CHANCE
TODD
Birth Certificate: JOSHUA
CHANCE PINKARD

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CHRISTO-
PHER R FOLEY BR 14 Hearing
will take place by phone please call
the Court at (414) 278-4582 at the
date and time of hearing. PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: March 16,
2021 TIME 2:00 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  2-12-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. CHRISTOPHER R FOLEY
Circuit Court Judge
020/2-17-24/3-3-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV000694

In the matter of the name change of:
E’MERA OLIVIA MARIE KIDD
By (Petitioner) E’MERA OLIVIA
MARIE KIDD
By (Co-Petitioner) CHARLETTE
ANN HARRIS

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: E’MERA OLIVIA-MARIE
KIDD to: E’MERA OLIVIA-
MARIE HARRIS
Birth Certificate: E’MERA OLIVIA-
MARIE KIDD

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. TIMOTHY M
WITKOWIAK Room 415 PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: MARCH 26,
2021 TIME 10:30 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  2-10-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. TIMOTHY WITKOWIAK
Circuit Court Judge
023/2-24/3-3-10-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV000008

In the matter of the name change of:
LATEYAI MARIE JONES
By (Petitioner) LATEYAI MARIE
JONES

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: LATEYAI MARIE JACK-
SON To: LATEYAI MARIE DEAR

Birth Certificate: LATEYAI JACK-
SON

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID
SWANSON RM 413 PLACE: 901
N. 9th Street (VIA ZOOM) Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE: Feb-
ruary j25, 2021 TIME 1:30 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  1-14-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. DAVID SWANSON
Circuit Court Judge
018/2-10-17-24-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING
Case No. 2021CV000090

In the matter of the name change of:
REGENA DEFAYE KHDIJIA NEL-
SON
By (Petitioner) REGENA DEFAYE
KHDIJIA NELSON

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: REGENA DEFAYE KHDI-
JIA NELSON TO: ATARAH KHDI-
JIA LOVE
Birth Certificate: REGENA DE-
FAYE KHDIJIA NELSON

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. KEVIN E
MARTENS BR 27 PLACE: 901 N.
9th Street, Room 403 ***TO BE
HELD VIA ZOOM*** Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, 53233 DATE: MARCH
17, 2021 TIME 10:00 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  2-12-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. KEVIN E MARTENS
Circuit Court Judge
022/2-24/3-3-10-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV6972

In the matter of the name change of:
SAMANTHA ANN SROK
By (Petitioner) SAMANTHA ANN
SROK

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to change
the name of the person listed above:
From: SAMANTHA ANN SROK
To: SAMSON ANN SROK
Birth Certificate: SAMANTHA
ANN SROK

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CARL ASH-
LEY BR. 33 Room 500 PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 
DATE: MARCH 26, 2021 TIME
2:00 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice for
three (3) weeks in a row prior to the
date of the hearing in the Milwaukee
Community Journal, a newspaper
published in Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  12-9-2020
BY THE COURT:
HON. CARL ASHLEY
Circuit Court Judge
024/2-24/3-3-10-2021
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