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SIGNIFYIN’: It’s hard to be a Christian and Black in America!

I, like millions of
seniors, have been
keeping tabs on the
distribution of the
new COVID-19
vaccines. 
We see videos of people

sleeping overnight in their
cars to be first in line for the vaccine, and
of nursing home staff administering the
shot to their patients.
Admittedly, I was hesitant when it came to

vaccines, even though I’m married to a medical
researcher. 

I know how careful he has
been in his work over the
years. I’ve also attended many
conferences and watched pre-
sentations on medical subjects. 
I’ve seen how science works,

how studies are designed, how
participants are selected, and
how data is collected and ana-
lyzed.  
So, I understood what Presi-

dent Joe Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris meant when they said, “We
have to respect the science.” 
When it comes to COVID-19, the science is

clear: until herd immunity has been achieved,
we need to wear masks in public places, keep a
safe distance from others, and wash our hands. 

HABARIHABARI
GANIGANI??
(What’s The News?) 
National News Briefs

U.S. Con-
gresswoman
from Texas,
Sheila Jack-
son Lee, is
leading a group
of representa-
tives to get H.R.
40 reparations
legislation passed. H.R. 40 focuses
on truth, racial healing and transfor-
mation, and will fund a commission
to study and develop proposals for
providing reparations to African
Americans. Lee said the legislation
is her way of giving honor to genera-
tions of Black Americans who pro-
ceeded her and have—and continue
to—excel and transcend systemic
racism and oppression. While the
bill doesn’t place a specific mone-
tary value on reparations, it does
focus on investigating and present-
ing the actual facts and truth about
the unprecedented centuries of in-
human enslavement of African peo-
ple. –Source:blackpressusa.com

During a town
hall in Milwau-
kee, President
Joe Biden said
he was “…tired
of talk about
Trump. For four
years, all that’s
been in the news
is Trump. The next four years, I want
to make sure all the news is the
American people. I’m tired of talking
about Trump,” the president said, re-
sponding to a question about Donald
Trump being acquitted by the Senate
in his second impeachment. Accept
for the one time he uttered Trump’s
during the town hall, Biden would
refer to his predecessor as ‘the former
guy.” Biden’s administration has dili-
gently worked to lessen mentions of
the former president’s name in news
cycles, referring instead to “the pervi-
ous administration.”
—Source:TheGrio

Michigan Black
businessman and
Republican candi-
date for governor
Austin Chenge
said if elected,
he’d  ‘cancel’
Black History
Month in that state. “It’s offensive, unfair,
maybe illegal,” he recently contended on
his Instagram page. “Americans from all
backgrounds deserve a revered history.
I’ll declare American History Month.”  The
post garnered a mixed reception, with
both supporters and detractors. Chenge
also defended the insurrectionists who
stormed the U.S. Capitol building, saying
“some of them were overcome by pas-
sion, more passion than others and may
have acted in a way that they didn’t in-
tend to when they went there.” Chenge
is a U.S. Army veteran of Nigerian de-
scent from Grand Rapids. His  website
says he studied law at Cambridge in the
United Kingdom.—Source: TheGrio

COVID-19 VACCINATION: 
TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT?
By Patricia O’Flynn Pattillo
Publisher | Milwaukee Community Journal
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The businesses are: Sam’s
Place, an eatery and jazz cafe,
which will be located on the
first floor and is expected to
open at the end of February;
Shalem Healing, Inc., a
501(c)3 nonprofit clinic offer-
ing integrated and holistic
health care to the community,
including the uninsured and
underinsured. It will be located
on the second floor. 
The third business is Refua

Medicinals, a blend of tradi-
tional Chinese medicine and
modern nutritional science that
Shalem Healing’s founder Dr.
Robert Fox created.
The building has been under-

going significant renovations
since September of 2019. 
The ideas for Sam’s Place,

Shalem Healing, and Refua
Medicinals came directly from
Harambee residents through a
series of “Chat with Bader”
events organized by the foun-
dation to get to know neigh-
bors and hear ideas on what
would enhance the quality of
life for local residents. 

A jazz themed eatery, a non-profit holistic clinic, and a busi-
ness specializing in Chinese medicine and modern nutritional
science will be the tenents in the newly renovated, two-story
historic Harambee building. 
Located at 3338 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Drive in the Harambee neigh-

borhood, the renovation was spearheaded by Bader Philanthropies, Inc.,
one of southeastern Wisconsin’s top 10 foundations. 

The Harambee 
Neighborhood 
Rebirth Continues!

Sam’s Place, Shalem Healing, and Refua 
Medicinals Open in Historic Harambee Building

Sam Belton, owner
of Sam’s Place

Dr. Robert Fox,
founder of Shalem
Healing

ELECTION WATCH 2021
THE RESULTS
Deborah Kerr one of
two April Election 
finalists for state 
education post
A Coggs returns to MKE County Board, 

former MPS teacher to replace Annie

Woodward on district’s school board

Only one of two
candidates for state
Superintendent of
Public Instruction
who support educa-
tional options for
students of color
will advance to the
April 6 Spring
Election.
Former Brown Deer District

Superintendent Deborah Kerr
will face off against Jill Un-
derly. Kerr came in second in
the seven-candidate race, gar-
nering 86,045 (26%) votes to
Underly’s 88,703 (27%) votes. 
The other pro-educational

options candidate, former
MPS principal and district ad-
ministrator Shandowlyn Hen-
dricks-Williams, came in
fourth with 36,829 votes
(11%).
Both Hendricks-Williams

and Kerr were the only candi-
dates in the race who identified
Wisconsin’s nation leading
racial academic achievement
gap as an issue worthy of DPI
scrutiny.
Proponents of educational options see Kerr as the only remain-

ing candidate of the two who has a track record of turning
around a school district, closing its Black/White achievement
and graduation gaps.
The proponents also note Kerr (and Hendricks-Williams) is

the only remaining candidate who will bring a sense of urgency
to addressing the government school deficits, and what some ex-
perts call a system of educational apartheid.

Learn more about the new
businesses of the Harambee
building in this week’s
WEEKEND EDITION.

Patricia O’Flynn Pattillo

Priscilla E. Coggs-Jones

Deborah Kerr

Aisha Carr

(continued on page 7)



WASHINGTON D.C—Mississippi Congressman
Bennie Thompson filed a federal lawsuit today accus-
ing Donald J. Trump, Rudy Giuliani, the Proud Boys
and Oath Keepers of conspiring to incite a violent riot
at the U.S. Capitol on January 6th, with the goal of
preventing Congress from certifying the 2020 presi-
dential election. 
The lawsuit alleges that, by preventing Congress from carrying out its

official duties, Trump, Giuliani and the hate groups directly violated the
1871 Ku Klux Klan Act. 
Following acquittal by the U.S. Senate in the second impeachment trial,

Minority Leader Mitch McConnell openly encouraged litigation against
Trump, saying: “We have a criminal justice system in this country. We have
civil litigation. And former presidents are not immune from being account-
able by either one.” 
The insurrection was the result of a carefully orchestrated plan by Trump,

Giuliani and extremist groups like the Oath Keepers and Proud Boys, all of
whom shared a common goal of employing intimidation, harassment and
threats to stop the certification of the Electoral College. They succeeded in
their plan. After witnessing Capitol police barricading the doors of the House
chamber with furniture, Congressman Thompson and fellow lawmakers
donned gas masks and were rushed into the Longworth House Office Build-
ing where they sheltered with more than 200 other representatives, staffers

and family members. 
The lawsuit was filed Tuesday

morning in Federal District Court in
Washington, D.C. by the NAACP
and civil rights law firm Cohen Mil-
stein Sellers & Toll. Other members
of Congress, including Representa-
tives Hank Johnson (D-GA) and
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ),
intend to join the litigation as plain-
tiffs in the coming days and weeks. 
The coup attempt was a coordi-

nated, months-long attempt to de-
stroy democracy, to block the results
of a fair and democratic election,
and to disenfranchise millions of
ballots that were legally cast by
African-American voters.  
The NAACP is representing Con-

gressman Thompson in this lawsuit
because the events on January 6th
were just one more attempt by Don-
ald Trump and his allies to make
sure that African-American voters
were disenfranchised - this time, by
trying to stop members of Congress
from doing their job and certifying
the election results.
“January 6th was one of the most

shameful days in our country’s his-
tory, and it was instigated by the
President himself. His gleeful sup-
port of violent white supremacists
led to a breach of the Capitol that

put my life, and that of my colleagues, in grave danger.
“ It is by the slimmest of luck that the outcome was not deadlier. While

the majority of Republicans in the Senate abdicated their responsibility to
hold the President accountable, we must hold him accountable for the in-
surrection that he so blatantly planned. Failure to do so will only invite this
type of authoritarianism for the anti-democratic forces on the far right that
are so intent on destroying our country,” said Congressman Bennie Thomp-
son (D-MS). 
“Donald Trump needs to be held accountable for deliberately inciting and

colluding with white supremacists to stage a coup, in his continuing efforts
to disenfranchise African-American voters. The insurrection was the culmi-
nation of a carefully orchestrated, months-long plan to destroy democracy,
to block the results of a fair and democratic election, and to disenfranchise
hundreds of thousands of African-American voters who cast valid ballots.
Since our founding, the NAACP has gone to the courthouse to put an end to
actions that discriminate against African- American voters. We are now
bringing this case to continue our work to protect our democracy and make
sure nothing like what happened on January 6th ever happens again,” said
Derrick Johnson, President and CEO, NAACP.
“The insurrection at the Capitol did not just spontaneously occur—it was

the product of Donald Trump and Rudy Giuliani lies about the election. With
the Senate failing to hold the President accountable, we must use the full
weight of the legal system to do so. The judicial system was an essential
bulwark against the President during his time in office, and its role in pro-
tecting our democracy against future extremism is more important than

ever,” said Joe Sellers, Partner at Cohen Milstein, Chair of the firm’s Exec-
utive Committee and Chair of the Civil Rights & Employment Practice
Group. 
The lawsuit alleges that Trump and Giuliani violated 42 U.S.C. 1985(1),

often referred to as the Ku Klux Klan Act, which was passed in 1871 in re-
sponse to KKK violence and intimidation preventing Members of Congress
in the South during Reconstruction from carrying out their constitutional
duties. The statute was intended specifically to protect against conspiracies. 
In the months leading up to the insurrection, Trump and Giuliani allegedly

mobilized and prepared supporters for an attack. In fact, Trump acknowl-
edged the potential for violence and bloodshed if the election results were
not overturned, tweeting: “People are upset, and they have a right to be.
Georgia not only supported Trump in 2016, but now. This is the only State
in the Deep South that went for Biden?  Have they lost their minds?  This is
going to escalate dramatically. This is a very dangerous moment in our his-
tory....”
As Electoral College certification grew closer, Trump encouraged his sup-

porters to descend on Washington that day, tweeting “Big protest in DC on
January 6th. Be there, will be wild!” Extremist groups responded to Trump’s
and Giuliani’s rhetoric. In early January, Proud Boys leader Joseph Biggs
said, “Every lawmaker who breaks their own stupid Fucking laws should be
dragged out of office and hung.” Members of the Oath Keepers worked to-
gether to find a hotel that had “a good location and would allow us to hunt
at night if we wanted to.”
On the day of the insurrection, Trump and Giuliani spoke to participants

at the “Save America” rally, which both the Proud Boys and Oath Keepers
attended. Both Trump and Giuliani allegedly made incendiary comments
designed to incite the crowd and direct them to take action to thwart Con-
gress’ ability to certify the election, including: 
“If we’re right, a lot of them will go to jail. So let’s have trial by combat

…”
“So we are going to … walk down Pennsylvania Avenue… we’re … going

to try and give them the kind of pride and boldness that they need to take
back our country.”
Shortly after, rioters breached the Capitol, including members of the Proud

Boys and Oath Keepers. Video footage shows a member of the Proud Boys
breaking through a window with a shield captured from a U.S. Capitol police
officer. 
The militia members then began to roam the hallways, using earpieces

and walkie talkies to coordinate and communicate as they enacted their plan
to hunt for Members of Congress, with some even bringing plastic handcuffs
in preparation for detaining captured elected officials. 
Once inside, the rioters made clear they were acting at the behest of Pres-

ident Trump to interrupt the certification process, with one saying, “We were
invited here by the President of the United States.”
Eventually, the rioters began pounding on the doors where Congressman

Thompson and the House of Representatives were voting to certify the Elec-
toral College. Behind the barricaded doors, Thompson heard the rioters try-
ing to break into the chamber refer to Speaker Pelosi as a “bitch,” saying
they wanted to get their hands on her and refer to Vice President Pence as a
person who had betrayed President Trump. 
Even as the insurrection was occurring, Giuliani made phone calls to

Members of Congress insisting that they do everything they could to “slow
down” the Electoral College vote count in Congress, again referring to un-
founded claims of voter fraud. Later in the evening, President Trump
tweeted, “These are the things and events that happen when a sacred land-
slide election victory is so unceremoniously & viciously stripped away from
great patriots who have been badly & unfairly treated for so long. Go home
with love & in peace. Remember this day forever!”
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NAACP Lawsuit Alleges Violation of the
“Ku Klux Klan Act,” a Civil War-Era Statute
Prohibiting Interference with Congress’
Constitutional Duties  
Lawsuit Also Names Proud Boys and Oath Keepers
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Our Faiths Call Us to Welcome
Refugees and Immigrants
Religious Resources for Lent and Shabbat
Article courtesy of the Interfaith Immigration Coalition

WASHINGTON, DC - Ahead of Ash Wednesday, the Inter-
faith Immigration Coalition (IIC) is releasing a booklet of nine
Lenten reflections to guide individuals and congregations seek-
ing to review how our faith-based values require us to demand
a just and humane immigration system. 
Also during this time, IIC member HIAS is once again hosting its Refugee Shabbat, assisting

congregations, organizations, and individuals in the United States and around the world with ded-
icating a Shabbat experience to refugees and asylum seekers.
“With hundreds of congregations across the United States and around the world participating,

Refugee Shabbat is an opportunity for the Jewish community to raise our voices together loudly
and clearly to say that we are committed to the paradigmatic Jewish value of welcoming the
stranger. Based in our own refugee history and acting on our most deeply held values, we will en-
sure that we are doing all we can to make sure that the places we live enable refugees and asylum
seekers to access their rights,” said Rabbi Rachel Grant Meyer, rabbi-in-residence and project
manager for Refugee Shabbat at HIAS.
Repealing policies rooted in hate; strengthening paths of welcome; healing the wounds borne

by families and individuals due to policies of rejection; and transforming our immigration laws
into a system that honors and respects the inherent dignity of all people--these actions are all
rooted in our faith-based values, which we must reflect on and renew to keep them alive.
For those celebrating, from Ash Wednesday through Easter, “Lenten Values: Springing into Ac-

tion” features a reflection, story, action, and prayer for each holy day, matched to a corresponding
immigration value.
With support from several other Jewish organizations, HIAS’ Refugee Shabbat program offers

liturgical readings and sermon/D'var Torah guidance, a text study, a list of ways that people can
take action, as well as a havdalah service on March 6 and an educational program on March 7. In-
formation and registration links are available here.
Said Rev. Dr. Sharon Stanley-Rea, Director of Disciples Refugee & Immigration Ministries:

“Our faith-based values of accountability, morality, community, love, compassion, unity, fairness,
humaneness, and boldness form the foundation of our commitment to just treatment of refugees,
immigrants, and asylum seekers. We created this resource to help us all strengthen the energies of
our hearts and renew our efforts to live out these values. Now is a time of great urgency and po-
tential in our nation, and people of all faiths can help us move towards a system that is aggressively
anti-racist and entirely loving.
“Farmworkers in need of protections and benefits. Refugees praying for our nation’s hospitality

to reopen. Asylum seekers awaiting due process. Families aching to be reunited. Men, women,
and children being deported to violence, hoping instead that our country will show them compas-
sion. These devotions, written by multiple faith leaders within the IIC, provide both a heart guide
and action guide to confess, respond, and finally offer the promise of Resurrection Hope to all
God’s children.”
The Interfaith Immigration Coalition is made up of over 55 national, faith-based organizations

brought together across many theological traditions with a common call to seek just policies that
lift up the God-given dignity of every individual. In partnership, we work to protect the rights,
dignity, and safety of all refugees and migrants.

RELIGIONRELIGION

Social Equity Activist

ANGELA
DAVIS
Will Participate in 
National Virtual 
Conversation on
the Intersection of
Race and Health
Davis and Vivent Health Partner
for “Make HIV History” Event on
2/24 in Honor of Black History
Month

Overcoming racism is a criti-
cal role in advancing our na-
tion’s response to HIV and
other health disparities. 
Racism makes it harder to access quality

health care and harder to obtain the prevention
and education that people need to live a long
and healthy life. 
Angela Davis, an American political ac-

tivist, philosopher, academic, author and pro-
fessor at the University of California, Santa
Cruz, and Michael Gifford, Vivent Health
President and Chief Executive Officer, will
participate in a free, virtual conversation on
Wednesday, February 24 at 5 PM CST to dis-
cuss these challenges and how to overcome

them. 
The national discussion will be moderated

by Steven Thrasher, an American writer, fac-
ulty member of Northwestern University’s In-
stitute of Sexual and Gender Minority Health
and Wellbeing and inaugural Daniel H. Ren-
berg chair at Northwestern University's
Medill School of Journalism, the first journal-
ism professorship in the world created to
focus on LGBTQ+ research. 
This timely event will commemorate Black

History Month and is part of Vivent Health’s
ongoing “Make HIV History” series, which
highlights a range of barriers that impact the
health and well-being of people in our com-
munities. 
The virtual conversation will focus on the

intersections of race, sexual orientation and
identity and health care, and will discuss next
steps toward creating health equity for all
Americans, regardless of race, gender, ethnic-
ity, gender identity, where they live and/or
their socioeconomic status. 
“There are great challenges, beyond the

record number of people living with HIV and
beyond the number of people who still need
access to care, and some of the tremendous
ones, sadly, continue to be racism and
stigma,” said Michael Gifford, President and
Chief Executive Officer of Vivent Health.
“Events like Make HIV History allow people
to learn about and become advocates for dis-
mantling racism.” 
Racism is a public health crisis, a reality re-

flected in the health disparities and the dispro-
portionate impact of HIV on African
Americans in the United States. 
According to the CDC, African Americans

make up a disproportionate number of new
HIV/AIDS diagnoses — approximately 43%
— and experience lower viral suppression
than other groups. 
These disparities have deepened over time

as progress has stalled. Working closely with
all our African American patients, Vivent
Health has charted a different course where
these national disparities are dissipating, if not
being eliminated. 
Vivent Health’s “Make HIV History Black

History Month - A National Conversation on
the Intersection of Race and Health” will be
presented virtually from 5 – 6 PM CST on
Wednesday, February 24. The event will be
free to the public. To learn more about Vivent
Health’s “Make HIV History” event and how
to participate, please visit vivent-
health.org/make-hiv-history. 
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES “The cruelest thing slavery and colonialism
did to the Africans was to destroy their
memory of what they were before foreign
contact.”—Historian Dr. John Henrik Clark

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

First, the good news: The House of
Grace Sunday Sacrament attracted its
largest audience since being forced to a
virtual format last year. 
I can take some credit for that accomplishment since I was the guest

speaker for our annual Black History Month lecture.
The bad news: I made an inexcusable faux pas by announcing my

presentation on social media. As a result, congregants of our Africen-
tric non-denominational House of Grace mission were victimized by
White racists who not only hacked our religious services but disrupted
our rituals with racist epithets and blasphemous scribblings. 
I take the blame for introducing the cataclysm.  America and the

devil share responsibility for the permanent scars on our pre-
viously innocent Black children's minds.
When I posted the zoom link, I didn't realize I had so many impas-

sioned racist roaches among my 'fans,' particularly those who appar-
ently monitor my social media posts.  
I also admit I mistakenly believed even the most diseased Chrisitan

would show respect for those of us who believe in God, whether we
call Him/Her Nyame, Allah, or Jehovah.  
Don't our politicians and religious leaders tell the world that Amer-

icans are tolerant of all religions and spiritual beliefs?  Isn't that the
platform on which this country was founded?  
Apparently, I forgot about the terrorist attacks in Milwaukee, Mont-

gomery, and Charleston.  
And because of my ignorance, our impressionable children were pro-

vided a life-altering lesson Sunday. They now know there is racist
scum around every corner and pew; individuals who hate them solely
because of their pigment.
They also know Satan is indeed real and has a large army whose

members range from paupers, to poverty pimps, to past presidents.
There is a bit of irony to this scenario that bears mentioning.
Had these ‘aborted fetuses’ kept their mouths closed and displayed

even a modicum of respect, they would have heard me siding with
them on the legality of the Confederate States of AmeriKKKa to suc-
ceed from the Union.
Moreover, I would have agreed that numerous biblical scriptures

have led them to believe slavery was justified. 
Supporters of that assumption, including most early American

churches, have espoused that paradigm to justify America's ‘peculiar
institution.’  And that opened the door for slavery becoming a key com-
ponent in America's evolution.  
This is not to say that the founding fathers, who called themselves

‘Christians,’ were following the New Covenant tenets. 
Still, if they needed justification for their sins, they could rely on the

Old Testament's questionable passages to support them.
Moreover, the fact that 41 of 56 signers of the declaration of inde-

pendence were supposed 'Christian' slave owners speaks volumes
about the hypocrisy inherent in that document and the U.S. Constitu-
tion.  

And let's not forget they were
also misogynists of the first order;
wealthy businessmen who wore
frilly suits and wigs for reasons
they never revealed publicly.
While it has been intentionally

obscured from ‘His-story,’ these
rulers of the right frequently
viewed women through the same
prisms as Africans. 
They cited Old Testament scrip-

ture to justify their authority over
white women as well.
Our government teachers never

revealed the truth, propagandiz-
ing us into believing these bigots
and misogynists were great men
of high moral character.  
They didn't mention that many

of these men were demonically
inspired agnostics who tortured
and mutilated their slaves and fre-
quently raped their female prop-
erty while denying both
fundamental rights. 
They conveniently confused

Jewish culture with biblical tenets
and ignored the religious mandates in the Old Testament. 
Had these racists ‘Neckbones’ listened to my lecture, they would

have learned about the crimes against God and humanity committed
by White Supremacists like Thomas Jefferson, George Washington,
and Andrew Jackson.  
Each contributed to the American culture as we know it today, in-

cluding the still unfulfilled promises of the constitution.
And let's not forget Abe Lincoln, himself a member of that fraternity

of racist hypocrites.  
‘Honest Abe’ is recognized as the 'great emancipator.' Yet, he also

declared Africans were an inferior race,' and Black 'Americans' should
never have the right to vote, intermarry or have equal rights.
But he was not alone.  Many, if not most presidents before the first

quarter of the 20th century, felt similarly.
For the record, my lecture wasn't grounded in speculation or opinion.

I offered references and proof from the bigots' own words and deeds.
Lincoln's vice president, Andrew Johnson, hated Black people and un-
dermined reconstruction. He was probably the worst president we've
had and made Donald Trump look like Frederick Douglass.
Ulysses S. Grant tried to reverse the harm done by his predecessors,

but his administration was marred by controversy and corruption, thus
limiting his impact.  
Grant also 'owned' a slave for a short period, although it is well

known the 'servant,' William Jones, was a gift from his father-in-law.  
Grant actually worked with Jones on his farm, paid him for his labor,

and after the first harvest freed him, and declared, to the dismay of his
in-laws, that his former slave was his friend.  
That was to be expected since Grant came from a family of aboli-

tionists.
The difference between Grant and many other so-called Christian

presidents of early America is that Grant understood that in the New
Testament, Jesus/Yeshua called for people of faith to 'liberate the op-
pressed' and to uplift the poor.   
The Christ also noted the wealthy's hypocrisy. He revealed there

would be many false prophets posing as religious leaders, offering

It’s hard to be a
Christian if you’re
Black and living
in America!

“...The fact that 41 of 56
signers of the declaration of
independence were sup-
posed 'Christian' slave own-
ers speaks volumes about
the hypocrisy inherent in
that document and the U.S.
Constitution.  And let's not
forget they were also
misogynists of the first
order; wealthy businessmen
who wore frilly suits and
wigs for reasons they never
revealed publicly.

(continued on page 7)

Brookfield, WI – The following is a statement from
School Choice Wisconsin’s Government Affairs and
Public Policy Consultant, Jim Bender on Governor
Evers’ budget provision calling for the freezing of en-
rollment in the Parental Choice Programs:
"There is a clear divide in education in Wisconsin

today - not between public and private, but between
open and closed. 
One small, but very influential camp, is utilizing re-

sources to force kids to stay home, the other is work-
ing night and day to provide in-person instruction in
a safe environment.
Families are desperate. The mental health, aca-

demic and economic burdens of school closures are
needlessly being prolonged based on political influ-
ences, not science. 
With many public and private schools open in Wis-

consin since the fall, the tens of thousands of students
in a forced virtual environment are in an unnecessary
situation out of their control.
Elected officials, insulated bureaucrats and public

unions are all at the table making broad education
decisions.
Unfortunately, that table has little room for families.

For many parents, the opposition to allowing them to
make educational decisions for their children has
been a wakeup call they will not soon forget. The pub-
lic and private school leaders, teachers and coaches
working tirelessly to accommodate parents will be re-
membered.
At this time, educational options are more important

than ever. We are seeing families go to extraordinary
measures to help their kids learn. Governor Evers’
budget proposes freezing enrollment in the highly-
successful Parental Choice Programs in the state.
In Milwaukee, Madison and elsewhere, the private

schools are the only schools providing in-person in-
struction and the lifelines so many families need.
Locking parents out of the Parental Choice Pro-

grams, just as some desire to lock all students out of
schools, is not based on the data, science or the best
interest of families."

School Choice
Wisconsin
comments on Gov. Tony

Evers’ budget provision

freezing Choice program
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LEGALS&CLASSIFIEDS•LEGALS&CLASSIFIEDS
SUMMONS

(PUBLICATION)
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV000325

In the matter of the name change of:
THOMAS MICHAEL OGLESBY

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: THOMAS MICHAEL
OGLESBY
To: SERENITY FAYE SULLIVAN
Birth Certificate: THOMAS
MICHAEL OGLESBY

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. PAUL VAN
GRUNSVEN PLACE: Via Zoom
Videoconferencing: Meeting
ID:98476294457 Passcode:566823
DATE: March 4, 2021 TIME 1:30
P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  1-27-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. PAUL VAN GRUNSVEN
Circuit Court Judge
017/2-3-10-17-2021

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
FAMILY COURT BRANCH

DIVORCE 40101
Case No. 20FA004406

In Re: The marriage of: BEVERLY
J WILSON and Respondent: ROSI-
LAN CHARLES LEWIS

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE
AS RESPONDENT:
You are notified that the petitioner
named above has filed a Petition for
divorce or legal separation against
you.

You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition
within 40 days from the day after
the first day of publication.

The demand must be sent or deliv-
ered to the court at: Clerk of Court,
Milwaukee County Courthouse 901
N 9th St Milwaukee WI 53233 and
to BEVERLY J WILSON 3149 N
33rd Street Milwaukee WI 53216

It is recommended, but not required
that you have an attorney help or
represent you.

If you do not demand a copy of the
Petition within 40 days, the court
may grant judgment against you for
the award of money or other legal
action requested in the Petition, and
you may lose your right to object to
anything that is or may be incorrect
in the Petition.

A judgment may be enforced as
provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become a lien
against any real estate you own now
or in the future and may also be en-
forced by garnishment or seizure of
property.

You are further notified that if the
parties to this action have minor
children, violation of 948.31 Wis.
Stats., (Interference with custody by
parent or others) is punishable by
fines and/or imprisonment:

If you and the petitioner have minor
children, documents setting forth
the percentage standard for child
support established by the depart-
ment under 49.22(9), Wis. Stats.,
and the factors that a court may
consider for modification of that
standard under 767.511 (1m).  Wis
Stats. are available upon your re-
quest from the Clerk of Court.

You are notified of the availability
of information from the Circuit
Court Commissioner as set forth in

767.105 WIs.Stats.

767.105 Information from Circuit
Court Commissioner.

(2) Upon the request of a party to an
action affecting the family, includ-
ing a revision of judgment or order
under sec. 767.59 or 767.451:
(a) The Circuit Court Commissioner
shall, with or without charge, pro-
vide the party with written informa-
tion on the following, as appropriate
to the action commenced:
1. The procedure for obtaining a
judgment or order in the action.
2. The major issues usually ad-
dressed in such an action.
3. Community resources and family
court counseling services available
to assist the parties.
4. The procedure for setting, modi-
fying, and enforcing child support
awards, or modifying and enforcing
legal custody or physical placement
judgments or orders.
(b) The Circuit Court Commis-
sioner shall provide a party, for in-
spection or purchase, with a copy of
the statutory provisions in this chap-
ter generally pertinent to the action.

Date: 1-26-2021
BY: BEVERLY J WILSON
016/2-3-10-17-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV006919

In the matter of the name change of:
ANTHONY DIMUKA FUTI
By (Petitioner) ANTHONY
DIMUKA FUTI
By (Co-Petitioner) PAPY FUTI
DIMUKA

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: ANTHONY DIMUKA FUTI
To: ANTHONY FUTI DIMUKA 
Birth Certificate: ANTHONY
DIMUKA FUTI

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. DAVID
SWANSON RM 413 PLACE: 901
N. 9th Street (VIA ZOOM) Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE:
January 26, 2021 TIME 1:30 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee

County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  12-2-2020
BY THE COURT:
HON. DAVID SWANSON
Circuit Court Judge
015/2-3-10-17-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV000432

In the matter of the name change of:
DARRIAN DONTE GLEASON

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: DARRIAN DONTE GLEA-
SON to: DARRIAN DONTE
SPEARS
Birth Certificate: DARRIAN
DONTE GLEASON

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,

State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. TIMOTHY M
WITKOWIAK Room 415 PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, (VIA ZOOM)
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53233
DATE: MARCH 1, 2021 TIME
11:00 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  2-2-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. TIMOTHY WITKOWIAK
Circuit Court Judge
017/2-10-17-24-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV007141

In the matter of the name change of:
NICHOLAS ARMANI CORLEY

By (Petitioner) NICHOLAS AR-
MANI CORLEY

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: NICHOLAS ARMANI
CORLEY To: NICHOLAS AR-
MANI HAWTHORNE
Birth Certificate: NICHOLAS AR-
MANI CORLEY

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. LAURA
GRAMLING PEREZ PLACE: 901
N. 9th Street (VIA ZOOM) Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE:
March 3, 2021 TIME 11:30 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to

the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  1-25-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. LAURA GRAMLING
PEREZ
Circuit Court Judge
019/2-10-17-24-2021

We’re online! Go to:
milwaukeecommunityjournal.com

Put your 
classified or 
legal notices 
here! In YOUR 
Milwaukee 
Community
Journal!
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false tenets to confuse the masses.
Grant also knew that race was never mentioned in

the bible and was instead a concept created by
mankind to orchestrate divisions and bigotry.  
Actually, a significant number of the founding fa-

thers didn't' hide behind their bible because they
were Deists, like Jefferson, who even rewrote the
bible for his personal benefit.
An interesting footnote of history is that Andrew

Jackson was the first Democratic Party president,
while Lincoln was the first Republican.  Jackson
was known for torturing his slaves and attempting
to exterminate Native Americans.  Lincoln issued
the emancipation proclamation and lobbied for the
13th Amendment, but was an avowed bigot.
Today we have self-righteous Republicans whose

conservative platform is similar to the rhetoric of the
early Democrats.  And Democrats today, many of
whom call themselves ‘liberals,’ but are, in fact,
closet racists and Deists. 
The racist roaches who hacked our Sunday serv-

ices didn't get to hear my analysis because they were
too busy trying to disrupt and drown me out with
their racist rhetoric and blasphemous rants.  
Fortunately, those of us who respect the Creator

and operate in His/Her shadow were eventually ac-

commodated after the pastor closed down the dis-
eased link and established a new one.
In some respects, the entire episode made for an

unforgettable Black History lesson: our young were
introduced to a reality that will follow them for the
rest of their lives---a first-hand experience with
racism and White Supremacy.  
For those older members of the House of Grace

and our guests, it was merely a verbal and visual re-
minder that we've made little progress since the 16th
century (the first Africans to arrive on American
shores were not slaves, as they taught us), in race
relations.  Our house is still contaminated with nasty
racist roaches.
That's a point our pastor noted before changing

the channel on that black and white video.  
Rev. Deb Thomas offered a prayer for the roaches

and said regardless of their attacks, we 'should' fol-
low Christian tenets directing us to love our enemies
and pray for those who hate us.
But as I noted several years ago when I tried to ig-

nore a house adorned with a confederate flag that
blocked my path to church when we were temporar-
ily housed in Menomonee Falls, 'it's hard to be a
Christian if you're Black and living in America.'
And unfortunately, I guess I haven't arrived at that

place of total religious submission yet.  Because my
prayer was to ask Nyame to perform a worldwide
exorcism on the racist roaches.  And if not, to pro-
vide me a giant can of Raid.  
Hotep.

SIGNIFYIN’
(continued from page 5)

  
  

  
   

 

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV6064

In the matter of the name change of:
RAWZON JAQUAY MCFAR-
LAND
By (Petitioner) RAWZON
JAQUAY MCFARLAND

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person listed
above:
From: RAWZON JAQUAY MC-
FARLAND To: RAZAN JAQUAY
MCFARLAND
Birth Certificate: RAWZON
JAQUAY MCFARLAND

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CHRISTO-
PHER R FOLEY BR 14 Hearing
will take place by phone please call
the Court at (414) 278-4582 at the
date and time of hearing. PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: March 16,
2021 TIME 1:30 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  1-29-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. CHRISTOPHER R FOLEY
Circuit Court Judge
021/2-17-24/3-3-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING
Case No. 2021CV000923

In the matter of the name change of:
JOSHUA CHANCE PINKARD
By (Petitioner) GINA GENELL
TODD

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person listed
above:
From: JOSHUA CHANCE
PINKARD To: JOSHUA CHANCE
TODD
Birth Certificate: JOSHUA
CHANCE PINKARD

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CHRISTO-
PHER R FOLEY BR 14 Hearing
will take place by phone please call
the Court at (414) 278-4582 at the
date and time of hearing. PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: March 16,
2021 TIME 2:00 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  2-12-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. CHRISTOPHER R FOLEY
Circuit Court Judge
020/2-17-24/3-3-2021

NAR officials say
data reinforces need
for implementation of
key housing policy
initiatives to close
persistent minority
homeownership gaps

WASHINGTON, 
(GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- 
The U.S. homeownership rate

was 64.2% in 2019. At 69.8%, the
rate for non-Hispanic white
Americans exceeds the national
rate. However, the Black home-
ownership rate – 42% – repre-
sents a Black-white home
ownership gap of almost 30%. 
The homeownership rates for

Asian Americans and Hispanic
Americans are 60.7% and 48.1%,
respectively.
Black households – 43% – are

more than twice as likely than
white households – 21% – to have
student loan debt, with a median
student loan debt for Black
households of $40,000 compared
to $30,000 for white households.
Black applicants were rejected

for mortgage loans at a rate 2.5
times greater than white appli-
cants – 10% vs. 4%, respectively.
Nationwide, 43% of Black house-
holds can afford to buy the typical
home compared to 63% of white
households.
Minority homeownership stub-

bornly lags behind the national
rate, with Black Americans facing
some of the toughest hurdles to
achieving this essential part of the
American Dream, according to
the National Association of Real-
tors®. 
The homeownership rate for

Black Americans – 42% – is
nearly 30% less than the rate for

white Americans – 69.8%. The
U.S. homeownership rate stands
at 64.2%, with the rates for Asian
and Hispanic Americans at 60.7%
and 48.1%, respectively1.
NAR’s Snapshot of Race &

Home Buying in America report
examines the homeownership rate
among each race in 2019 using
American Community Survey
data by state and the changes in
the homeownership rate by race
from 2009 to 2019. 
Using the Profile of Home Buy-

ers and Sellers data from 2020,
the report looks into the charac-
teristics of who purchases homes,
why they purchase, what they
purchase, and the financial back-
ground for buyers based on race.
“This data reinforces the need

to implement key policy initia-
tives NAR developed in concert
with the Urban Institute and the
National Association of Real Es-
tate Brokers to address the Black
homeownership gap,” said NAR

President Charlie Oppler, a Real-
tor® from Franklin Lakes, N.J.,
and the CEO of Prominent Prop-

erties Sotheby’s International Re-
alty. 
“Specifically, this five-point

plan developed in 2019 calls on
the nation to: advance policy so-
lutions at the local level; tackle
housing supply constraints and
affordability; promote an equi-
table and accessible housing fi-
nance system; provide further
outreach and counseling initia-
tives for renters and mortgage-
ready millennials; and focus on
sustainable homeownership and
preservation initiatives.”
Regarding home affordability

nationwide, 43% of Black house-
holds can afford to buy the typical
home compared to 63% of white
households, 71% of Asian house-

The only Milwaukee races impacting the city’s Black commu-
nity were Milwaukee County supervisor’s district 10 seat, and
two Milwaukee School district board seats.
Priscilla E. Coggs-Jones, daughter of former Milwaukee

County Board Supervisor Elizabeth Coggs-Jones, will replace
Supreme Moore Omokunde on the board, representing the 10th
district. Moore-Omokunde is now in the state Assembly, repre-
senting the 17 district.
Coggs-Jones garnered 725 votes (43%) out of the total 1,704

cast in the district. Darrin B. Madison, Jr. came in second with
475 votes (28%).
In the Milwaukee School Board race, former MPS high school

teacher Aisha Carr will replace Annie Woodward in district four.
Carr received 880 (45%) out of 1,960 total district votes. Dana
Kelley, an organizer for North Side Rising, was second with 607
(31%) votes.
Woodward, who was an incumbent in the race, was taken off

the ballot when election officials found numerous signatures on
her nomination papers from people outside her district.

(continued from front page)

Election 
Watch 2021
Spring Primary
election results

NAR finds Black home buyers
more than twice as likely to
have student loan debt, be 
rejected for mortgage loans
than White home buyers

(continued on page 9)

New variants now make us more concerned.  Yet, the current
vaccines appear to protect or reduce the devastating effects of
COVID-19 variants, so getting the vaccine still has merit today.   
Lest we forget, over a million people worldwide have died

from COVID-19, and this number continues to rise. 
Hospitals are challenged. Emergency rooms have had lobby

triages because there were no beds available. Elective surgeries
and preventive care have sometimes been postponed. Healthcare
providers and essential workers are exhausted.   
Sometimes we must decide that our faith is stronger than our

fears. I chose faith over fear, and got my first COVID shot in
January and the second one last week. I have allergies and kept
an Epi Pen nearby, just in case. But as an African American “se-
nior-senior” and the primary caregiver for a spouse with chronic
health conditions, my risk of infection and complications was
among the highest, according to current statistics. 
We must be vaccinated. We must lead the way in halting the

spread of COVID-19 in our community. We must also be a part
of the medical research that leads to things like vaccines. Be-
cause we’re all unique, if we’re not included, we may not see
the same benefits. The All of Us Research Program is building
one of the largest and most diverse health research databases in
the world. Please check out JoinAllofUs.org or contact the Mil-
waukee office at (414) 955-2689 or allofus@mcw.edu.     

Taking or leaving 
the COVID-19 vaccine
(continued from front page)
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By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

Emanuel Jackson
is realizing – per-
haps a bit too late –
that the grass is
never greener on
the other side.
In other words, according to

dozens of African American
social media users, Jackson is
getting a lesson on how differ-
ent American Justice is for
Black people – even if you are
a supporter of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.
Jackson turned himself into

the Metropolitan Police De-
partment in Washington, ad-
mitting his role in the Jan. 6
Trump-inspired insurrection

that resulted in the death of a
Capitol Police officer, dis-
rupted an act of Congress, and
much destruction.
Unlike the more than 100

people arrested, Jackson is one
of the few held without bail. A
trial may not come for at least
another year.
“It’s his fault,” Twitter user

Lola (@Defenses009) wrote.
“This was white people’s busi-
ness, and he decided to attend
knowing the dangers it poses
to black folk.”
Offered Tia H (@tiaa345):

“He was here for the racist
version of America. Well, I
hope they show him what the
justice system is like for folks
like him on that side.”
Many others tweeted similar

sentiments, while Instagram
was flooded with comments
expressing why Black Amer-
ica could care less about Jack-
son’s jailing, and his fate.

Authorities claim that Jack-
son was one of the first to
enter the U.S. Capitol during
the riot.
At one point, video taken

during the insurrection shows
him repeatedly hitting a police
officer as law enforcement
tried to prevent the mob from
breaking into the building.
Jackson allegedly admitted

to being the individual cap-
tured on video carrying a mil-
itary-style backpack while
wearing a black sweatshirt and
blue mask.
The footage purportedly

shows Jackson striking out at
police with a metal baseball
bat.
Authorities have arrested

and charged at least 134 peo-
ple involved in the insurrec-
tion that immediately followed
a Trump rally near the U.S.
Capitol.
More than 200 case files

have been opened in connec-
tion with the Capitol siege.
During the rally, Trump,

Donald Trump Jr., and former
New York Mayor Rudy Giu-
liani encouraged thousands of
supporters to “stop the steal”
about Trump’s false claims
that the 2020 election was
stolen.
The former president and

many close to him at the rally
suggested violence.
The Black Press learned

from Congresswoman Stacey
Plaskett (D-U.S. Virgin Is-
lands) Trump telephoned Sen-
ate members while the violent
attack was occurring.
She said the former presi-

dent urged them to overturn
President Joe Biden’s election
victory.
“The senators themselves

were victims,” Congress-
woman Plaskett remarked.
“They received phone calls

from Donald Trump in the
middle of the riot, not asking
about their well-being, but if
they would continue to ob-
struct the election.”
Michael Sherwin, the U.S.

Attorney for the District of
Columbia, said officials are
looking at “significant felony
cases” that include sedition
and conspiracy.
While Jackson apparently

will linger in jail until trial,
bail was granted to most insur-
rection suspects. Several were
released without having to
post bail.
Eric Munchel, who was pho-

tographed carrying zip-ties

into the Senate Chambers, was
released to home confinement
despite federal agents finding
a cache of high-powered
weapons, tactical vests, and
more plastic restraints at his
Nashville, Tenn., house.
“I found that those actions

are dangerous to our system of
government and our democ-
racy and our Constitution,”
Magistrate Chip Frensley
stated during Munchel’s court
appearance. “But the conse-
quences of those actions is for
another day.”
Jacob Chansley, charged

with violent entry and disor-
derly conduct, refused to eat
food provided by the jail and
demanded a strictly organic
diet.
A judge granted his request.
“That Emanuel Jackson did-

n’t understand he’d be imme-
diately reprimanded and not
coddled like his white counter-
parts long before he decided to
become an insurrectionist is to
his embarrassment,” Tweeted
JoNell Kennedy (@NoAver-
ageJoJo).
“How did he not know this?

All I can give him is the shoul-
der shrug – he was warned.”

Why Black
America
Could Care
Less
About
Emanuel
Jackson’s
Fate

“That Emanuel Jackson didn’t under-
stand he’d be immediately repri-
manded and not coddled like his
white counterparts long before he de-
cided to become an insurrectionist is
to his embarrassment,” Tweeted
JoNell Kennedy (@NoAverageJoJo).
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These four Mil-
waukee area 12th
grade students
(pictured at right)
received scholar-
ships during the
20th annual Dr.
Martin Luther
King, Jr. virtual
birthday celebra-
tion. The students
participated in a
writing competi-
tion. 
The students

won the scholar-
ships by partici-
pating in a essay writing contest. Their essays  were to
focus on the three main problems in American society
Dr. King would try to solve if he were alive today. The es-
says were judged on the basis of clearly expressed cre-
ative ideas. Emphasis was also placed on originality and
the correct usage of basic grammar and writig skills. 

Four students receive scholarships dur-
ing the recent Martin Luther King virtual
celebration; Dr. Joan Prince among retir-
ing UWM African Diaspora Council fac-
ulty, staff and administrators

BEGINNINGS
AND ENDINGS

The ongoing
coronavirus pan-
demic did not
stop the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee’s
African Diaspora
Council from cel-
ebrating its retiring members. While the platfom
changed from a face-to-face to a virtual event, the
council was still able to honor the professional mile-
stones of our retiring African Diaspora faculty, staff
and administrators. The “Goodbye TENSION—Hello
PENSION” virtual celebration featured a photo pres-
entation and members personally expressed their
well wishes on the next chapter of the retiree’s lives. 

Kathy Berry Ray Fikes April Holland

Kavina Spinks Sophia Brooks

Tevin Humphrey Arianna Smith

Dr. Joan Prince Lula Rockette

holds and 54% of Hispanic households, according to the study. Wide
variances in affordability exist by state. 
For example, more than 60% of Black households can afford to buy

a home in Alaska, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Vermont.
However, less than a third of Black households can afford to purchase
a home in California, Colorado, Hawaii, Massachusetts, Montana, Ne-
vada, Oregon, Utah, Washington state, Wyoming and the District of
Columbia. 
There are only four states where less than half of white households

can afford to buy a home: California, Hawaii, Oregon and Washington
state. More than half of Asian households can afford to purchase a
home in all but six states – California, Colorado, Hawaii, Montana,
North Dakota, Wyoming – and the District of Columbia.
Nearly a quarter of Asian Americans – 23% – and one in five His-

panic Americans – 18% – purchased a multi-generational home, with
“spending time with aging parents” and “saving money” listed as the
primary reasons for those decisions. 
Fifteen percent of Black Americans and 10% of white Americans

bought a multi-generational home as both segments said a top driver
was adult children or relatives moving back into the home. 
Black and Asian Americans were more likely to say that “wanting a

larger home that multiple incomes could afford together” was an im-
portant reason for buying a multi-generational home.
Black households are more than twice as likely than white house-

holds to have student loan debt – 43% vs. 21% –with a median student
loan debt for Black households of $40,000 compared to $30,000 for
white households. 
For home buyers with student debt, it is one of the major hurdles for

saving for a down payment. Black applicants were rejected for mort-
gage loans at a rate 2.5 times greater than white applicants – 10% vs.
4%, respectively.
Black Americans and Hispanic Americans – 15% and 10% – were

three and two times as likely, respectively, than white and Asian Amer-
icans – 5% each – to tap into their 401(k) or pension funds as a down
payment source for a home purchase. 

Such actions can negatively impact future wealth growth and savings
attainment.
Conversely, almost four out of 10 white Americans – 37% – used

the funds from the sale of their primary residence to serve as a down
payment for a home compared to only 21% of Hispanic, 18% of Asian
and 17% of Black Americans.
“The residential housing market’s strong performance during the

pandemic helped homeowners enjoy a significant increase in wealth
via approximately $1 trillion in additional home equity over the last
year,” said NAR Chief Economist Lawrence Yun.
“However, as indicative of the K-shaped economic recovery, greater

numbers of potential first-time homebuyers – many of whom are mi-
norities – are feeling discouraged by disproportionate job losses. Es-
sentially, they’re being priced out of owning a home because of rapidly
rising home prices resulting from historically-low housing inventory. 
For Black Americans, in general, the greater likelihood of having

student loan debt, combined with lower household incomes and ac-
crued savings when compared to the national average, adds to the chal-
lenge.”
NAR believes policy proposals such as the Biden administration’s

first-time buyer tax credit of up to $15,000 would help address many
of these underlying problems. 
Under the proposal, home buyers would receive the tax credit when

making the home purchase, rather than having to wait until filing fed-
eral income taxes the following year. NAR also believes the first-time
buyer tax credit should be accompanied with incentives to create more
affordable housing units to prevent the credit from further aggravating

the current shortage.
The study noted that for those who said they witnessed or experi-

enced discrimination in a real estate transaction, 41% of Black respon-
dents said they face stricter requirements because of their race. That
compares to 27% of Asian respondents, 19% of Hispanic respondents
and 16% white respondents. 
Approximately one-third of Black homebuyers and a quarter of

Asian homebuyers said they witnessed or experienced discrimination
with the type of loan product offered.
Approximately 7 in 10 white Americans said they purchased a home

in a neighborhood where the majority of the residents were of the same
race. However, only about a quarter of Black, Hispanic and Asian
Americans said the same.
NAR is working to ensure Realtors® are active leaders in the fight

against bias and discrimination. Last year, NAR began implementing
its faKir housing “ACT” plan, – which emphasizes Accountability,
Culture Change, and Training. 
As a part of this plan, NAR released a new interactive training plat-

form – Fairhaven – designed to help combat discrimination in Amer-
ica’s real estate market. 
In addition, NAR developed an implicit bias training video with

strategies to help Realtors® override biases in their daily interactions.
View NAR’s Snapshot of Race & Home Buying in America report

here: https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/research-re-
ports/a-snapshot-of-race-and-homebuying-in-america.
Learn more about NAR’s fair housing initiatives by visiting

https://www.nar.realtor/fair-housing.

Black Home Buyers
(continued from page 7)
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