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MCJ Salutes The Drum Major of Peace
MARTIN LUTHER KING
Below are four Milwau-

kee area studens who

answered our challenge:

to write an essay or rap

on how they think Dr.

Martin Luter King, Jr.

what would they say

about today’s America,

and what must be done

to truly achieve King’s

dream of unity 

and love!

I 
Dream
Of...

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
civil rights activist, often
spoke about how our nation is
made up of two different
Americas. 

In his 1967 speech he said,
in one America, kids grow up
in the twilight of opportunity,
life is beautiful, and in the
other America, children are
forced to grow up in inferior-
ity and often perish, while liv-

In these dark times, the
world is falling apart.

A blight hides in the dark-
ness. Many refuse to ac-
knowledge what they can’t
see, until it has snuffed out
their precious lights.

A large divide splits the
people in half. Their separate
islands slowly drift apart but
they’re too stubborn to stay
together. As the different

To truly achieve Martin
Luther King’s dream we need
to unite as a family of one for
peace and freedom instead of
hate and inequality. 

The biggest issue we have
right now is the lack of empa-
thy one has for another. 

This issue isn’t blamed on
Blacks, Whites, Muslims, or
any type of racially profiled
group, it’s our issue as a

Here we are today with racism
and injustice. Many of us have
witnessed or have experienced
police brutality throughout the
year 2020. 

The year 2020 brings us all the
way back to August 28, 1963
when Dr. Martin Luther King
gave his “ I have a Dream ”
speech. 

Dr. King gave that speech be-
cause he already knew that the
unfairness and the injustice

In These
Dark
Times

A Dream
You Want
to Live In

Our 
Pathway
to Justice

Madison Donald Veronica Laster Ragan Stevens Keisha Walton

(continued on page 2) (continued on page 2) (continued on page 2) (continued on page 2)

As preposterous as it may seem
today, there was a time when Home
Run King Hank Aaron was the most
hated Black man in America.  Or at
least one of them.

Today, of course, he is an iconic figure, a baseball legend, and wor-
thy of all the praise and accolades heaped upon him since his death
Friday at the age of 86. 

But the flood of tributes bestowed upon him in every medium last
week was a far cry from the racist taunts that greeted Aaron when he
first stepped on a Major League Baseball field in 1954, three years
removed from his start in the Negro Leagues. 

Those jeers culminated in death threats as he neared breaking Babe
Ruth's home run record in 1974. 

In between, Henry 'Hank' (or ‘The Hammer’ as pitchers woefully
remember him as) Aaron amassed a lifetime of athletic records, in-
cluding being named to 21 all-star games and the MVP of the 1957
World Series.  

In the minds of many, his home run record remains, as it was (“Ah-
hem”) 'broken' by Barry Bonds under questionable circumstances

Aaron (pictured
at top) as a
player with the
old Milwaukee
Braves and
below it 
Aaron holds
up the base-
ball he hit to
break Babe
Ruth’s record
of 714 career
homeruns as
an Atlanta
Brave in 
1974.

Aaron being
introduced as a

Milwaukee Brewer
in 1975.

(continued on page 4)

Can we all pause to reflect and
jot down our thoughts?  Though
our world is moving too fast, we
still retain words, visuals, actions,
emotions in the recesses of our
brains. 

Symbols, photographs, speeches, poems,
slogans are wonderful ways to record our
personal reactions to the flurry of messages
constantly swirling around us. We seek
TRUTH.

Who was not drenched in the beauty of
the words, the cadence, the breadth of
Amanda Gorman, the Youth Poet Lauriate
who recited her powerful poem during the
Biden-Harris Inaugural last Wednesday.  Her
poise, confidence; her mastery of words—so
meaningful—still bring chills.  She shared
with the world,  “THE HILL WE CLIMB.”
Indeed, we all are climbing!

MCJ hopes to encourage, create opportu-
nities, challenge our scholars to write, re-
flect, express themselves through words. 

On many street corners, we hear the raps
of young Black males (and females), vent-
ing, culling their emotions, attempting to
make sense in an often senseless setting.
Young girls, future moms, employees and
entrepreneurs are absorbing as well; as they
are trying to articulate their feelings.

But in the words of poet Gorman, “ We’ve
learned quiet isn’t always peace.  And  the
norms and notions of what “ just is” isn’t al-
ways justice”.

Our Milwaukee scholars had thoughts as
well.  And we apologize for being so late in
offering the opportunity for them to express.
They, too are observing.  They too are feel-
ing.  They too wish to express their
thoughts.  We applaud them all.

The WINNERS OF THE MCJ  DR. KING
CONTEST , 2021 ARE: 

Madison Donald, age 9, (first place win-
ner) is a fourth grader at Fratney Elemen-
tary School. Fratney is a MPS, K4-5 Dual

Language Immersion School, where they
focus on multi-culturalism and collabora-
tions with both parents and the community. 

She adhered to all rules of the contest and
speaks to the tenets of a nine-year-old,
growing and sharing the DREAM.

Ragan Stevens (second place winner) is
an 11th grade student at Cross Trainers
Academy, a choice program school, where
Stevens works hard to realize Dr. King’s
dream daily by encouraging unity, empathy
and freedom. Her words are succinct. Her
thoughts are especially meaningful today.

Keisha Walton (third place winner) is an
8th grade student at Milwaukee College
Prep Lola Rowe, a MPS Charter School,
K4-8.  Ms. Walton submitted one entry with
four parts to  “Our Pathway to Justice.” 

Her dream expresses the depths of fulfill-
ing the mission of her school; where stu-
dents are chosen from a blind lottery
regardless of their prior academic record,
conduct or socio-economic background. She
believes knowledge plus character pave the

(continued on page 2)

Patricia O’Flynn Pattillo
MCJ Publisher

Hank 
Aaron
remembered



The Milwaukee Community Journal•January 27, 2021•Pages 2

Milwaukee Public School
students answer question:
“WHAT IS YOUR DREAM?”
(continued from front page)

Madison
Donald
ing in poverty.

I believe Dr. King would
say the state of America today
is still struggling, because
we’re still fighting for equal-
ity, such as the right to
breathe. 

To truly achieve Dr. King’s
dream of unity and love, we
must continue to come to-
gether and speak out against
inequality.

I dream of an America
where kids, like myself, have
a safe place to live and clean
running water, regardless of
their zip code. 

I dream of children like me,
growing up with a sense of
pride, not sadness. 

I dream of going to college
because I know I must con-
tinue taking a stand for what’s
right, for generations to come. 

I dream of making a differ-
ence because I not only repre-
sent my family, but I also
represent my church, my
community and my school. 

Madison Donald, Age 9 
4th grade 
Fratney 
Elementary 
School

Veronica
Laster

Veronica
Laster

halves drift into opposite
sides of the abyss, they’ll

realize too late that they’re
better united than divided.

The world is falling apart.
Or maybe it’s just shifting.
Preparing for a new world.
Where people can trust in
what they aren’t able to see.
Where people can look past
their grievances. Where peo-
ple can look towards a better
tomorrow.

Dr. King has taught us to
find light in all the darkness.
When it feels like nothing
will get better,

just realize that everything
taking place now, that took
place in the past, and that will
take place

in the future are just step-
ping stones in the right direc-
tion.

Veronica Laster
12th grade
Brookfield East 
High School

(Editor’s Note: Ms. Laster
does not attend a Milwaukee
Public School. But her entry
was of such quality, we felt it
merited publication, thus her
award is an Honorable Men-
tion.) 

whole. There is no need for us
to fight against each other
when we could be fighting for
each other. The United States
of America is supposed to be
one nation, not a nation torn
in several pieces. 

Life should be more about
peace and understanding.
There should be more people
who stand out for doing good
deeds and not trying to be-
come the person someone else
wants them to be. 

Society should be more a
dream people want to live in,
and not a nightmare people
want to run from, just like
protest should be peaceful,
not full of rage and fear. 

MLK would say racism is
becoming a very systematic
issue and society should be
more a dream people want to
live in and not a nightmare
people want to run from, just
like protest should be peace-
ful, not full of rage and fear.

Ragan Stevens
11th grade
Cross Trainers 
Academy

road to college and beyond.  
Her Dream is multi-layered

and multi- focused for her fu-
ture. 

Veronica Laster (honorable
mention) is a 12th grader at

Brookfield East High School.
She receives Honorable Mention
for her submission.  The Contest
was for Milwaukee students, but
Laster lives in our circulation
sphere and her thoughts were
salient and worthy of sharing.

She too seeks to find light and
stepping stones in the right di-
rection.  Congratulations.  

Keep alive the Dream, keep
writing and reading and explor-
ing, for the future is yours.  

You make us proud.

would not end but only get bet-
ter. For example George Floydd
and Brianna Taylor were killed
by white police officers that were
not charged for their crimes. The
other cops that were there in that
situation did nothing to help;
they just watched them kill 2 in-
nocent African Americans.

Dr. King wanted all men and
women to be treated equally no
matter what race they are. Then
again here we are today in 2021
killing each other over the little
things not releasing what our an-
cestors fought for. 

They worked sun up till sun
down and students today forget
that our ancestors were not al-
lowed to read or write even if
they knew how. 

That is why it is important for
all students today to get an edu-
cation. There are 2 different
kinds of people in this world. 

There are people who bring
good in this world and there are
people like our past President
who bring evil into this world.
Our only choice is to figure out
which one we wanna be. 

In our urban communities we
need to put down the guns and
the violence must stop.

We need to direct our energy
into the basics. Such as taking
care of one another, helping each
other, and looking out for each
other. 

Most of all we need to keep
being responsible for our com-
munity such as picking up our

trash and respecting other peo-
ple's property.  

Even though we have the black
lives matter movement we
should probably practice boy-
cotting as Dr. King and other
civil rights leaders did. We need
to not go to malls and start in-
vesting our money into black
owned businesses. 

Dr. King and other civil rights
leaders such as Rosa Parks, Har-
ret Tubman, Malcolm X, Freder-
ick Dougles, Sojourner Truth,
Ruby Bridges etc they all boy-
cotted because of the Jim Crow
laws they wanted it all to end and
they all played a part in this great
movement.

I believe that we can make
this world a better place if we
stick together and take out the
time to fix our mistakes because
we are not alone, we have each
other and we will do this for not
only ourselves but for each other.
We have to make this work be-
cause if we are hating each other
and killing each other we will not
make it through this. 

We have to fight and stand up
for our rights if we wanna make
this better for the next generation
and the generations to come.We
all want covid to be over and our
loved ones to survive but us not
knowing that the little things
such as wearing a mask and
washing our hands and staying
out of these bars and other places
can make this pandemic come to
an end. All we have to do is work
together or things will get worse.

My dream upon graduation is
to enlist  into the Navy because I
have a love and passion for water
and swimming. 

I will then use my benefits to
give back to my community and
invest into my businesses. I am
going  to become a successful
ontropronewer and promote jobs
and make sure everyone can
have enough money to pay their
bills and still have fun with their
kids. 

I am also going to build new
houses and fix the streets so there
are no more potholes and
raggedy looking houses and peo-
ple can live more comfortably
knowing that they are safe. I am
going to get a degree in business
so i can start my own businesses.
I want to grow up for the rest of
my life knowing that I have done
something great in my lifetime. 

My dream is to leave this earth
knowing I did something great
that impacted people in a good
way. I also want to leave this
earth leaving a legacy because
when i die i want people to say
only good things about me and
remember me for not only the
goofy and silly things I did but
for also the important things, my
leadership and hardwork. 

I know I can make this happen
because I have courage and
strength and I can make it
through because I am a strong
black girl and I can do anything I
put my mind to and I believe
everyone else can too.

Keisha N Walton
Eighth grade
Milwaukee 
College Prep

Keisha
Walton

Saluting the new dreamers
(continued from front page)
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Update: 15,000 Vaccine 
Appointments Scheduled
at Froedtert & MCW for
65+Primary Care Patients
· Friday afternoon, Froedtert & MCW health network learned
from the state the extent of vaccine allocation it would receive
to vaccinate our patients who are 65 years of age or older and
who have a primary care provider with the Froedtert & MCW
health network.
· On Saturday, we began sending invitations to get the
COVID-19 vaccine to all patients 65 or older with a primary
care provider in the Froedtert & MCW health network.
· Patients are being contacted directly to schedule their ap-
pointment through MyChart, e-mail, phone calls and mail.  
· After we offer the vaccine to existing primary care patients
65 years of age or older, we will offer it to those who are 65
years of age or older who do not have a primary care provider
with us. Timing will be dependent on vaccine allocation from
the state.
· By Monday afternoon, Froedtert & MCW health network
expects to have ~15,000 patients scheduled for an appoint-
ment for their first vaccine shot at one of our seven vaccine
clinics which open tomorrow.
· We have not yet been given permission by the state to vacci-
nate people who are under 65 years of age.
· We will continue to work and collaborate with national, re-
gional and local health care organizations to help manage the
health care needs of the community including working with
FQHCs and other community partners to help get their pa-
tients access to the vaccine.
· While individuals are waiting to get the vaccine, we encour-
age the community to stay connected with us by downloading
the Froedtert & MCW mobile app and signing up or linking
their MyChart account. 
When the vaccine is available to those individuals, we will
notify them about how to set up appointments to be vacci-
nated. You can also stay informed by visiting
froedtert.com/covidvaccine

When the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration approved two new vaccines to
combat the coronavirus, the initial con-
cern was whether African Americans
would accept vaccination.

The rollout of the medicine from Pfizer and Moderna featured
heavy promotion.

High-profile African Americans like former President Barack
Obama, National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) Coro-
navirus Task Force Member Dr. Ebony Hilton, and the Rev. Jesse
Jackson received their shots publicly.

An African American nurse in New York earned distinction as the
first person in the country to receive a vaccination, and Meharry
Medical College President Dr. James Hildreth, a Black man, sat on
the FDA board that approved the vaccines.

Now, concern has shifted from whether African Americans will

accept the vaccine.
Many now wonder whether doses would be available to the Black

community.
A new Kaiser Family Foundation report has revealed that African

Americans are getting vaccinated at much lower rates than whites.
The report, released on Saturday, Jan. 16, shows that in 16 U.S.

states where the vaccine is available, white residents are being vac-
cinated by as much as three times higher than African Americans.

One example is Pennsylvania, where 1.2 percent of white resi-

dents had been vaccinated, compared with just 0.3 percent of
African Americans in the Keystone State.

Kaiser Family Foundation researchers noted that vaccine distri-
bution is supposed to align with healthcare and frontline workers’
demographics, presumably making the vaccine equally available to
all races.

Some have hinted the lack of vaccine access is rooted in racism
– not an unwillingness of minorities to get vaccinated.

Dr. Taison Bell, of the University of Virginia, told NBC News
that he was “horrified to discover that members of environmental
services — the janitorial staff — did not have access to hospital
email.”

Hospital staff receives its vaccination information via email, Dr.
Bell stated.

“That’s what structural racism looks like,” Dr. Georges Benjamin,
executive director of the American Public Health Association, told
NBC.

“Those groups were seen and not heard — nobody thought about
it.”

As of Jan. 16, the U.S. had surpassed more than 23.3 million total
cases and 388,700 deaths due to the pandemic, the Kaiser Family
Foundation reported.

According to a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention analy-
sis, African Americans, Latinos, and Native Americans are dying
from COVID-19 nearly three times the rate of white people.

“With the country’s coronavirus pandemic continuing unabated
as cases and deaths increase, and a more contagious variant of the

virus spreads, there is a greater
focus on vaccine distribution trou-
bles,” Kaiser Family Foundation
President and CEO Drew Altman
wrote.

The covid-19 vaccine distribu-
tion effort is in trouble, Altman de-
murred.

According to federal data, only
about a third of the more than 25

million doses distributed nationwide have been given to people.
“Hundreds of different distribution programs are being organized

across states and counties for frontline health workers, residents of
long-term care facilities, the elderly and others that states are pri-
oritizing in different sequences,” Altman continued.

“The country needs a distribution strategy that our fragmented,
multilayered healthcare system can effectively implement. This will
require more federal direction, a simpler priority structure, and a
different role for the states.”

Goodwill Industries of
Southeastern Wisconsin
and Metropolitan
Chicago, Inc., recently
announced it promoted
Angela Adams to the
newly created position
of chief communications
and diversity officer. 

In this role, Adams is in charge of
strategy across community engage-
ment; diversity, equity and inclu-
sion; and corporate
communications for Goodwill
throughout southeastern Wisconsin
and Metropolitan Chicago. Good-
will is a non-profit social enterprise
that provides training, employment
and supportive services for people
experiencing barriers to work. 

Elevating these business strate-
gies to Goodwill’s C-suite will in-

crease the reach and impact of its
programs and services, helping
more people find success at work
and in life – a much needed effort
during these difficult times as al-
most 11 million people[1] in the
United States are unemployed.

“We are ecstatic to have Angela
join the Goodwill senior leadership
team as chief communications and
diversity offer,” said Jackie Hall-
berg, president and chief executive
officer at Goodwill Industries of
Southeastern Wisconsin and Metro-
politan Chicago, Inc. 

“Angela has been building
bridges to foster inclusion during
her time as vice president of com-
munity relations; her new position
formalizes that work and leverages
her unique expertise across three
disciplines to ensure these strate-
gies are prioritized and diversity is
integrated into every aspect of the
organization.”

In this new role, Adams will con-
tinue to drive the community rela-
tions strategy to foster collaboration
that drives mission impact. 

There are needs outside of Good-
will’s workforce development ex-
pertise that must be addressed to
ensure jobseekers experience suc-
cess at work and in life. 

Goodwill works with community
partners in 23 counties across Wis-
consin and Illinois to provide job
training and placement as people
seek jobs and build skills for career
progression and economic mobility. 

In her new role, Adams will coa-
lesce with colleagues across Good-
will Industries International,
sharing in best practices with 156
Goodwill locations to deliver pro-
grams and services that make a dif-
ference in people’s lives.

Adams will also oversee the cre-
ation of a corporate communica-
tions function to help shape the
business narrative and manage
brand reputation across stakeholder
groups critical to the organization’s
growth strategies, including its
commitment to diversity.

“This move elevates three, often
untapped, business disciplines to
play a critical role in driving orga-
nizational strategy and day-to-day
business results,” said Adams. “I
look forward to providing holistic
insight that inspires mission impact,
fosters inclusion, and leverages the
power of communications to tell
our story.”

As vice president of community
relations at Goodwill for nearly five
years, Adams piloted five Commu-

nity Relations Councils across
Goodwill’s broad territory to con-
nect its nearly 6,000 employees
with stakeholders in local commu-
nities where they live and work. 

She established signature pro-
grams to highlight the organiza-
tion’s local impact including the
“Acts of Goodwill” volunteer pro-
gram and the annual “Goodwill
Community Day.” 

In addition to her role at Good-
will, Adams is a committed com-
munity volunteer as a member of
The Milwaukee (WI) Chapter of
The Links, Incorporated, and serves
on the board of directors for
Froedtert Hospital, Carmen
Schools, African American Leader-
ship Alliance Milwaukee
(AALAM), and the Sherman
Phoenix Foundation. 

Adams also served as a board
president of Professional Dimen-
sions and on the steering committee
of Milwaukee Women inc. She was
recently named the United Way of
Greater Milwaukee and Waukesha
County 2020 Linda McFerrin
African American Nonprofit Lead-
ership Award and was named to the
Milwaukee Business Journal’s
2020 Power Brokers List. 

She is a 2019 Milwaukee Times
Black Excellence Corporate Trail-
blazer and a 2018 Milwaukee Busi-
ness Journal Woman of Influence.
A military wife and mother, Adams
was recognized with the Wisconsin
National Guard Partnership Award
for 20+ years of service to military
families.

Adams holds a Master of Arts de-
gree in Strategic Communication
and Leadership (MASCL) from
Seton Hall University. She earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Busi-
ness Administration from Florida
A&M University (FAMU); the
number one public historically
Black college or university
(HBCU)[2]; where she served as
president of the Beta Alpha Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc.

Before joining Goodwill, Adams
held various sales, corporate com-
munications, and public relations
leadership roles at Ascension Wis-
consin (formerly Wheaton Francis-
can Healthcare) and Johnson
Controls where she received the
Chairman’s Award, and Pfizer.
Adams was born and raised in
Gary, IN and resides in Mequon,
WI with her husband and their three
daughters.

Black Americans
Are Being 
Vaccinated at
Far Lower Rates
By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

“A new Kaiser Family Foundation report has revealed that
African Americans are getting vaccinated at much lower
rates than whites. In 16 U.S. states where the vaccine is
available, white residents are being vaccinated by as much
as three times higher than African Americans.”

Goodwill Industries
announces promotion of
ANGELA ADAMS
to Chief Communications
and Diversity Officer
New position expands 
C-suite; ensures integration of 
strategic business imperatives
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Inspired by national racial and
social justice efforts—as well as
the celebration the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther King—Mil-
waukee Ald. Milele Coggs re-
cently introduced legislation
renaming Old World Third
Street after the civil rights
leader.

“Out of respect, honor, and reverence for the
work and legacy of Dr. King, to correctly continue
a rightful path, and to aid this city in healing from
our notorious reputation of systemic racism and
segregation, 

“I have introduced (with unanimous council
sponsorship) legislation to rename Old World
Third Street to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive,”
said Coggs in a statement.

What used to be part of Green Bay Avenue, Dr.
Martin Luther King Drive runs south from west
Capitol Drive through Juneau Avenue, where it
abruptly turns into Old World Third Street.

Coggs noted the sudden change of street names
conjures memories of the 1984 political fight over
the street renaming, and the tremendous effort to
limit the King street naming from entering down-
town Milwaukee. It also reminds one of the ves-
tiges of systemic racism and segregation that have
been pervasive in the city.

Coggs thanked fellow council members Alds.
Robert Bauman, Russell W. Stamper, II; Chantia
Lewis, Khalif Rainey, Ashanti Hamilton, Nikiya
Dodd, Marina Dimitrijevic, Nicholas Kovac, Jo-
Casta Zamarripa, Cavilier Johnson, Jose Pérez,
Scott Spiker, Mark Borkowski and Michael Mur-
phy.

“Ultimately, as Dr. King once said: ‘In the end,
we will remember not the words of our enemies,
but the silence of our friends.’ This effort will un-
doubtedly serve as inspiration, hope, healing and
encouragement for our continued quest for justice
and racial equity.

“The road to a more equitable city and nation
will not be easy, but small efforts like this serve as
a demonstration of our willingness to not be silent
in the fight to usher in the necessary change for a
better tomorrow.”

Ald. Coggs legislation
calls for renaming Old
World Third Street
after Dr. M.L. KingAld. Milele Coggs

(translation: he has been accused
of using performance enhancing
drugs to achieve the feat).  

There is no dispute that he con-
tinues to hold records for the
most runs batted in, total bases,
and extra-base hits. 

Aaron endured a lifetime of
racist taunts during his tenure
with the Milwaukee and Atlanta
Braves. 

Blatant discrimination, and
death threats for the crime of
being the penultimate baseball
player and for 'hitting white balls
while Black.'  

Like Jesse Owens before him,
Aaron's athletic prowess dis-
proved the idiocy of White supe-
riority, thus threatening a
foundation of White Supremacy
in America and the Aryan 'race'
in Europe.

Only recently has Aaron been
conferred with the acclaim he
was always due, not just as the
greatest baseball player who ever
lived, but as a man, an exemplary
human being.  

He was not only a baseball pi-
oneer but a philanthropist and
humanitarian whose quiet de-
meanor underscored his benevo-

lence and good well.  
A role model, civil rights

leader, and hero without a cape,
he quieted the critics and melted
the hearts of many Confederates
during his lifetime.

Yet, while most people love
and respect him today, it took
decades for many White Ameri-
cans, particularly southerners and
White Supremacists, to join the
fraternity, as they viewed Babe
Ruth as the god of baseball; and
Black athletes, in general, as in-
ferior beings.

Ironically, Aaron's chapter in
Black History substantiates a
paradigm associated with leg-
ends like Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Malcolm X (Malik El-Haqq-
Shabazz), and Muhammad Ali--
African American leaders who
were once hated but miracu-
lously morphed into ‘heroes’
after they passed on to Nyame’s
(God’s) glory.  

In each case, these legends
were despised because they were
superior in their chosen endeav-
ors or refused to accept second
class citizenship.  They were 'Up-
pity Niggers' (n-word) in a racist
White society, His-story books
declared. 

Malcolm and Muhammad
were doubly disavowed and
sanctioned because they refused
to worship what they called the
‘White God of Christianity.’  

Both were not only Muslims;
they were 'Black Muslims,' (an
invention of the white media),
members of a separatist Islamic
sect that refused to turn the other
cheek. 

They sought not integration,
but separation; believing Amer-
ica would never be a country of
equal opportunity or racial har-
mony. 

They, like King, spoke up and
out.  

As African Americans cur-
rently facing a new wave of sys-
temic racism and bigotry, we
must never forget what each of
those icons went through, espe-
cially Aaron, whose 'elevation'
from stardom in the Negro
Leagues to the MLB was met
with resistance, animosity, and
even hatred from White Ameri-
cans.

Local historian and educator
Peggy Hardy called me over the
weekend to reveal she had come
across an exclusive interview I
had with Aaron in 2020. 

I recalled him speaking of
those early days of hatred and
fear. An honorable man who al-
ways kept his eyes on the prize
and refused to believe the worst,
there was a sadness and tinge of
frustration in his voice as he

spoke. 
During the early part of his ca-

reer, Hammerin’ Hank wasn't al-
lowed to stay at the same hotels
as team members when traveling
in the south (and some northern
cities). 

More often than not, he would
not venture far from the central
city homes or hotels for fear that

he would be attacked, or mur-
dered, merely because he was a
Negro…a successful Negro at
that.

For a while, he said he thought
his first name was ‘Boy’ and his
last ‘Nigger’ (n-word). 

It was only because of his
fierce determination, discipline
and faith that he endured and ex-
celled.  

That cultural shift was illumi-
nated when upon hitting home-
run 715, breaking Ruth's record,
renowned sportscaster Vin Scully
exclaimed, partially in disbelief,
his joy at seeing the crowd ap-
plaud him. "A Black man is get-
ting a standing ovation in the
deep south!" he declared in a
timeless exclamation.

Such was the impact of Aaron,
even amid death threats from
those who hated the idea of a su-
perior Black man breaking Ruth's
record.

One of the best things to hap-
pen to Hank was his friendship
with Brewers owner and eventual

Major League Baseball Commis-
sioner of Baseball, Bud Selig. 

The former owner of Jake's
Corn Beef (yeah, the joint on
17th and North Avenue) not only
befriended Hank, but opened and
held doors for him.  

Selig helped make Aaron a na-
tional idol and paved the way for
the MLB's Negro League Tribute
events as he legitimized the ‘in-
tegration’ of baseball.  

Selig pushed to force America
to understand what we all missed
because of segregation and
racism.  

Some of the best baseball tal-
ent was in the Negro Leagues,

superior talent denied the oppor-
tunity to showcase their abilities.
Jackie Robinson broke the color
line, but he was nowhere near the
best talent in the Negro Leagues.
He was just the most articulate.

The individual Bud introduced
to me was the husband of a truly
gracious and supportive wife,
Billye, who shared his low and
high points. Together, they were
our first family, a Cosby family,
some said, but more akin to the
Obama clan.  

They served as role models,
and their exemplary lifestyle and
contributions earned them the re-
spect of all but the few who hang
onto their Confederate views.

Hammerin’ Hank didn't have
King's oratory skills.  Nor did he
possess Malcolm's fire, or Ali's
flair. 

But in his quiet and dignified
way, he touched millions of lives,
advanced the civil rights move-
ment, and left a legacy that made
him a legitimate hero, both inside
and outside of sports.

I have never met a more gra-
cious, down to earth brother, who
sustained his faith, integrity, and
devotion amid the worst America
had to offer.

Like most Americans, I mourn
the death of a true icon, an Amer-
ican hero.  He was not immortal,
but I know his accomplishments
will live on forever.

Selfishly, a part of me wishes
he could have survived two
weeks longer so that his death
would have coincided with Black
History Month since he earned a
chapter in our book. 

Or, even that Nyame would
have taken him two weeks ear-
lier, as 2020 marked the 100th
anniversary of the Negro
Leagues, the fraternity that
birthed him.  

Either way, while the soul has
left us, his accomplishments, on
and off the field, live on.

We should, however, be cog-

nizant that had America lived up
to its founding principles, Henry
Aaron would have been drafted
by Major League Baseball sev-
eral years before his selection in
1954, and there is no doubt his
home run record and life
achievement would have far ex-
ceeded what is now written.
Hotep.

Pictured above: Aaron
watching the record

breaking homerun fly out
of Atlanta’s Fulton County

Stadium in ‘74. At right,
Aaron holding a trophy
presented to him on the

25th anniversary of hitting
the homerun that broke

Babe Ruth’s record.

Hank Aaron and
his wife Billye

Aaron (above). At
right, Aaron  helps
to break ground

for the Three
Bridges Park and

a Hank Aaron
State Trail exten-
sion to connect
the Valley Pas-
sage to Mitchell
Park Domes in

2012. —Photo by
Dave

Schlabowske

“Hammerin’ Hank didn't have
King's oratory skills.  Nor did he
possess Malcolm's fire, or Ali's
flair. But in his quiet and digni-
fied way, he touched millions of
lives, advanced the civil rights
movement, and left a legacy that
made him a legitimate hero, both
inside and outside of sports.”

signifyin’signifyin’
Hank 
Aaron
remembered

(continued from front page)



PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES “My motto was always to keep swinging.
Whether I was in a slump or feeling badly or
having trouble off the field, the only thing to
do was keep swinging.”—Hank Aaron
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“Few people in our nation’s history have
been more challenged or found a time
more challenging or difficult than the
time we’re in now,” President Biden said
referring to the ongoing coronavirus.

This is an accurate statement, but many American historians
would say that is why there is an election every four years for
president. During the last pandemic, 100 years ago, there were
625,000 Americans who died, and the responsibility of the
president was to solve the crisis. 

Twelve years ago, when President Obama took office the
country was bankrupt, and there were monumental financial
problems, and he solved them.

This is the role and responsibility of the president to resolve
insurmountable issues, with a vision that brings about change,

and success. America almost lost Democracy on January 6,
2021, with the storming of the Federal Capitol building. After
the election in 2020, President Donald Trump continued to
promote one huge lie. Essentially, he told the country and the
world, that he had really won the election.

Even though millions of Americans and the former President
all believed this huge lie, there was a peaceful transition of
power, and President Joe Biden took his oath of office on Janu-
ary 20, 2021. 

The focus of this great inauguration speech was unity and
trying to bring back together a divided country after four years
of political turmoil.

“Chief Justice Roberts, Vice President Harris, Speaker
Pelosi, Leader Schumer, Leader McConnell, Vice President
Pence, distinguished guest, and my fellow Americans. This is
American’s day. This is democracy’s day.  A day of history and
hope. Of renewal and resolve,” said President Biden during his

inauguration speech.
It didn’t matter whether or not you voted for the president,

this speech was powerful, because it made you believe in
America again.

“Today we celebrate the triumph not of a candidate, but of a
cause, the cause of democracy. The will of the people has been
heard and the will of the people has been heeded,” said Presi-
dent Biden.

What a beautiful day and a beautiful speech. America is at a
crossroads and there is a tremendous amount of work to be
done. But the new president is ready to do the work, and all
around the country and the world people are smiling.

“We have learned again that democracy is precious. Democ-
racy is fragile. And at this hour, my friends, democracy has
prevailed,” said the president.

It is very easy to talk that talk, but to execute is where the
rubber meets the road.  During the first day on the job, Presi-
dent Biden issued a slew of executive orders that dismantled
the policies of Ex-President Trump.

In his first official day, President Biden got busy with no hes-
itation, and let the Republicans know there was a new sheriff
in town –Washington, DC. He rejoined the World Health Or-
ganization, rejoined the Paris Climate Accord, implemented a
mask requirement in the Federal government, ended a Muslim
traveler ban, paused student debt until September 30th, de-
layed housing foreclosure until March 31st, ended the building
of the Border Wall, preserved DACA, and much more.

The push back has started from the Republicans, before the
ink could dry on the Executive Orders. On the second day in
office, controversial House Republican Congresswoman Mar-
jorie Taylor-Greene filed articles of impeachment against Pres-
ident Biden. In certain states around the country, Republican
Party members are saying leftists are taking control of both
houses and the White House.

On the federal level, many Republican Congressmen and
women are saying that President Biden’s big stimulus plan is
too expensive, and it is doomed to not pass on the Senate floor.

President Biden wants unity, but it does appear that the Re-
publicans are ready to fight for power. The most we can expect
from Republicans at this time is bipartisan politics that are not
controversial and they can agree with. This must be done in in-
cremental steps, with positive conversation and dialogue,
which everyone is committed to and believes in.

COMMENTARY:
Democracy 
Survived an 
Insurrection
and America
Now Needs
Unity
By Roger Caldwell 
NNPA Newswire 
Contributor

These men joined a con-
spiracy to delegitimize the
votes of Black Americans
and desecrated the blood of
our ancestors. And their act
of sedition resulted in the
White supremacist siege on
the Capitol.

The two House members
are Rep. Burgess Owens (R-
UT), the former NFL player
with ties to the QAnon pro-
Trump conspiracy cult, and
Byron Donalds (R-FL), a
Black conservative and for-
mer Tea Party activist. 

Prior to the U.S. Capitol
siege, Owens and Donalds
joined the more than 100
Republicans who announced
they would reject the Elec-
toral College votes of cer-
tain states that brought
presidential victory to Vice
President-elect Joe Biden.   

Owens, who calls himself
the “anti-Colin Kaepernick”
and labeled Black Lives
Matter “a Marxist organiza-
tion” comparable to the Ku
Klux Klan, spoke at the Re-
publican National Conven-
tion last year, praising
Trump’s record on race.

Owens tweeted that he
was proud to join his GOP
colleagues challenging
Biden’s Electoral College
certification.

“This is not about ‘over-
turning an election’. This is
about protecting the in-
tegrity of our elections,” he
tweeted. Alliance for a Bet-
ter Utah, a Utah-based gov-
ernment watchdog group
has called for Owens’ resig-
nation.    

After calls for Donalds to
resign following his objec-

tion to the Electoral College
certification, the freshman
lawmaker tweeted: “I don’t
vote based on my skin; I do
so in allegiance to our Con-
stitution & to always follow
the Rule of Law. Blue
checkmarks live to delegit-
imize my right as a free
Black man to act, think, &
vote based on my convic-
tions rather than skin color.”

Donalds and Owens par-
ticipated in congressional
insurrection, which we
would expect from their
white nationalist colleagues. 

But the act is particularly
egregious when one consid-
ers they voted to erase the
votes of millions of Black
people in battleground states
who exercised their solemn
right of civic participation. 

Black folks were lynched,
beaten, shot and maimed
simply for the right to vote,
for attempting to register to
vote and demanding respect
as human beings. Even
today, Black Americans
struggle against GOP voter
suppression.

Moreover, these two Black
congressmen have blood on

their hands. Their seditious
acts emboldened the White
domestic terrorists who
came to Washington armed
with guns and bombs,
stormed the Capitol, ran-
sacked the place and sought
to overthrow the govern-
ment — killing five people,
including a federal police
officer, in the process.      

Black lawmakers in the
Republican Party have come
a long way since the days of
Frederick Douglass, Senator
Hiram Revels and Reps.
Joseph Rainey, Robert
Smalls and others who led
the way for the race follow-
ing slavery and emancipa-
tion.

It would be funny if it
wasn’t so serious, but the
caricatured behavior of
these Black drum majors for
white supremacy remind us
of Uncle Ruckus of The
Boondocks fame, and Dave
Chappelle’s Clayton Bigsby
character, the white hood-
wearing, blind Black Klans-
man who thought he was
white. Surely he would be
would’ve been a MAGA
lover too.

Considering the gravity of
the situation and the damage
that has been done, theGrio
readers should call the of-
fices of Rep. Burgess
Owens at (202) 225-3011,
and Rep. Byron Donalds at
(202) 225-2536 and demand
they resign immediately.

Because they need to go
— yesterday.
Follow David A. Love on

Twitter at @davidalove. 

OPINION: 
Black GOP Congressmen
who joined the Trump
coup must resign
Republican House members Reps. Burgess Owens and Byron Donalds

delegitimized the votes of Black Americans and desecrated the blood of

our ancestors | Article by David A. LoveRep. Byron Donalds Rep. Burgess Owens

Two newly-elected Black Republi-
can congressmen signed up in sup-
port of the attempted Trump coup
and overturn the 2020 presidential
election — now it is time for them
to resign.
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LEGALS&CLASSIFIEDS•LEGALS&CLASSIFIEDS
SUMMONS 

(PUBLICATION)
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
FAMILY COURT BRANCH

DIVORCE 40101
Case No. 2020FA004189

In Re: The marriage of: CHAN-
DRA PATRICE WEST and Respon-
dent: EDWARD JAMEL WEST

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, TO
THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE
AS RESPONDENT:
You are notified that the petitioner
named above has filed a Petition for
divorce or legal separation against
you.

You must respond with a written de-
mand for a copy of the Petition
within 40 days from the day after
the first day of publication.

The demand must be sent or deliv-
ered to the court at: Clerk of Court,
Milwaukee County Courthouse 901
N 9th St Milwaukee WI 53233 and
to CHANDRA PATRICE WEST
3743 N 76th Street Apt 6 Milwau-
kee WI 53222

It is recommended, but not required
that you have an attorney help or
represent you.

If you do not demand a copy of the
Petition within 40 days, the court
may grant judgment against you for
the award of money or other legal
action requested in the Petition, and
you may lose your right to object to
anything that is or may be incorrect
in the Petition.

A judgment may be enforced as
provided by law. A judgment award-
ing money may become a lien
against any real estate you own now
or in the future and may also be en-
forced by garnishment or seizure of
property.

You are further notified that if the
parties to this action have minor
children, violation of 948.31 Wis.
Stats., (Interference with custody by
parent or others) is punishable by
fines and/or imprisonment:

If you and the petitioner have minor
children, documents setting forth
the percentage standard for child
support established by the depart-
ment under 49.22(9), Wis. Stats.,
and the factors that a court may
consider for modification of that
standard under 767.511 (1m).  Wis
Stats. are available upon your re-
quest from the Clerk of Court.

You are notified of the availability
of information from the Circuit
Court Commissioner as set forth in
767.105 WIs.Stats.

767.105 Information from Circuit
Court Commissioner.

(2) Upon the request of a party to an
action affecting the family, includ-
ing a revision of judgment or order
under sec. 767.59 or 767.451:
(a) The Circuit Court Commissioner
shall, with or without charge, pro-
vide the party with written informa-
tion on the following, as appropriate
to the action commenced:
1. The procedure for obtaining a
judgment or order in the action.
2. The major issues usually ad-
dressed in such an action.
3. Community resources and family
court counseling services available
to assist the parties.
4. The procedure for setting, modi-
fying, and enforcing child support
awards, or modifying and enforcing
legal custody or physical placement
judgments or orders.
(b) The Circuit Court Commissioner
shall provide a party, for inspection
or purchase, with a copy of the
statutory provisions in this chapter
generally pertinent to the action.

Date: 1-7-2021
BY: CHANDRA PATRICE WEST
004/1-13-20-27-2021

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
SUMMONS AND NOTICE

SMALL CLAIMS 
Case No. 2020SC0024862

PLAINTIFF(S) TERRELL M
MARTIN, 4629 W SCRANTON PL
Milwaukee WI 53216                                          

vs DEFENDANT/S: JIMMY
DAVIS JR 4803 W BURLEIGH ST
Milwaukee WI 53210
Publication Summons and Notice of
Filing
TO THE PERSON(S) NAMED
ABOVE AS DEFENDANT(S)
You are being sued by the person(s)
named above as Plaintiff(s). A copy
of the claim has been sent to you at
your address as stated in the caption
above.
The lawsuit will be heard in the fol-
lowing small claims court: Milwau-
kee County Courthouse Telephone
Number of Clerk of Court: 414-
278-5362 courtroom/Room Num-
ber: 400 Address 901 N 9th Street
Milwaukee WI 53233 on the fol-
lowing date and time: Date:
2/8/2021 Time: 8:30 A.M.
If you do not attend the hearing the
court may enter a judgement against
you in favor of the person(s) suing,
you. A copy of the claim has been
sent to you at your address as stated
in the caption above. A judgement
may be enforced as provided as pro-
vided by law. A judgement award-
ing money may become a lien
against any real estate (property)
you own now or in the future and
may also be enforced by garnish-
ment or seizure of property.
You may have the option to Answer
without appearing in court on the
court date by filing a written answer
with the clerk of court before the
court date. You must send a copy of
your Answer to the Plaintiff(s)
named above at their address. You
may contact the clerk of the court at
the telephone number above to de-
termine if there are other methods
to answer a Small Claims complaint
in that county.
Dated: 1-12-2021
BY THE PLAINTIFF: 
TERRELL M MARTIN
006/1-13-20-27-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 21CV000033

In the matter of the name change of:
ME’CHELL JOHNESA GUIDEN-
RIMSCHNEIDER

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: ME’CHELL JOHNESA
RIMSCHNEIDER
To: ME’CHELL JOHNESA
GUIDEN
Birth Certificate: ME’CHELL
JOHNESA GUIDEN-RIM-
SCHNEIDER

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CARL ASH-
LEY BR. 33 Room 500 PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: February 18,
2021 TIME 10:30 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  1-8-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. CARL ASHLEY
Circuit Court Judge
008/1-20-27/2-3-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV6064

In the matter of the name change of:
RAWZON JAQUAY MCFAR-
LAND
By (Petitioner) RAWZON
JAQUAY MCFARLAND

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: RAWZON JAQUAY MC-
FARLAND To: RAZAN JAQUAY

MCFARLAND
Birth Certificate: RAWZON
JAQUAY MCFARLAND

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CHRISTO-
PHER R FOLEY BR 14 Hearing
will take place by phone please call
the Court at (414) 278-4582 at the
date and time of hearing. PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: January 27,
2020 TIME 1:30 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  12-17-2020
BY THE COURT:
HON. CHRISTOPHER R FOLEY
Circuit Court Judge
010/1-20-27/2-3-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV5785

In the matter of the name change of:
YANG S VANG
By (Petitioner) YANG S VANG

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: YANG S VANG To: CHOUA
THAO FERREIRA
Birth Certificate: YANG S VANG

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. KEVIN E
MARTENS BR 27 PLACE: 901 N.
9th Street, Room 403 ***TO BE
HELD VIA ZOOM*** Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, 53233 DATE: February
18, 2021 TIME 4:00 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  1-6-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. KEVIN E MARTENS
Circuit Court Judge
009/1-20-27/2-3-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV007538

In the matter of the name change of:
CATHERINE FRANCES
BRESSER
By (Petitioner) CATHERINE
FRANCES BRESSER

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: CATHERINE FRANCES
BRESSER To: FRANCIS SWIFT
BRESSER
Birth Certificate: CATHERINE
FRANCES BRESSER

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. LAURA
GRAMBLING PEREZ PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: February 18,
2021 TIME 9:30 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  1-12-2021
BY THE COURT:

HON. LAURA GRAMBLING
PEREZ
Circuit Court Judge
011/1-27/2-3-10-2021

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV7168

In the matter of the name change of:
JAVONTE DEION POWELL

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: JAVONTE DEION POW-
ELL
To: ADONIS LAURENT
PHOENIX
Birth Certificate: JAVONTE
DEION POWELL

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. LINDSEY
GRADY RM 402 PLACE: 901 N.
9th Street (VIA ZOOM) Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, 53233 DATE:
March 3, 2021 TIME 10:30 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.

Dated:  1-13-2021
BY THE COURT:
HON. LINDSEY GRADY
Circuit Court Judge
014/1-27/2-3-10-2021

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
SUMMONS AND NOTICE

SMALL CLAIMS 
Case No. 20SC023161

PLAINTIFF(S) RHONA DENISE
FIELDS, 4266 N 74TH St Milwau-
kee WI 53216                                           
vs DEFENDANT/S: ANTHONY
D’AQUISTO 300 N VAN BUREN
ST Milwaukee WI 53202

This form does not replace the need
for an interpreter any collogues
mandated by law, or the responsibil-
ity of court and counsel to ensure
that persons with limited English
proficiency fully comprehend their
rights and obligations. This form
must be completed in the English
language.

If you require reasonable accommo-
dations due to a disability to partici-
pate in the court process, please call
414-278-5712prior to the scheduled
court date. Please note that the court
does not provide transportation. 
Claim for money ($10,000 or less)
31001

TO THE DEFENDANT(S):
You are being sued as described
below. If you wish to dispute this
matter:
You must appear at the time and
place stated.
If you do not appear or answer, the
plaintiff(s) may win this case and a
judgment entered for what the
plaintiff is asking.

When to Appear /File an Answer
Date: February 22, 2021
Time: 8:30 A.M.
Place to Appear/File and Answer:
Milwaukee County Courthouse 901
N 9th Street, Room 400 Milwaukee,
WI 53233
Clerk/Attorney Signature:                                  
Plaintiff’s Demand:  The plaintiff
states the following claim against
the defendant(s):
1. Plaintiff demands judg-
ment for: Claim for Money $2,200    

2. Brief statement of dates
and facts: I moved from the defen-
dant rental property on 9/30/2018
due to mold and exposed asbestos
in the home. I contacted the prop-
erty manager on 10/24/18 because I
had not received my security de-
posit. It arrived on 11/2/2018 and
was post marked 12/26/2018.

Dated: 11-11-2020
BY THE PLAINTIFF: 
RHONA DENISE FIELDS
013/1-27/2-3-2020

"COVID-19 is teaching us that we can
get the truth out (about the virus) in a
timely manner...The last thing the
Black community needs (at this time)
from the Black Press is silence."
—Dr. Benjamin Chavis, president of the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association-Black Press USA

Despite the pandemic, YOUR Milwaukee
Community Journal, is still getting ads from
companies and businesses considered "es-
sential" such as food stores. 
We've even highlighted Black businesses
(especially restaurants) that are still "open 
for business." Like other businesses, the
Milwaukee Community Journal is an “ES-
SENTIAL” business that is the Milwaukee
Black community’s main source of news, 
information, education and inspiration about
and for us! 

Dr. Benjamin Chavis, 
president of the National 
Newspaper Publishers

Association-Black Press USA
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By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

Retired African American
General Lloyd Austin is now in
charge of the U.S. Department of
Defense.

On Friday, Jan. 22, the Senate
confirmed President Joe Biden’s
Secretary of Defense pick, mak-
ing Gen. Austin the first African
American to serve in that key
strategic federal government
leadership role.

“I pledge to fight hard to rid
our ranks of racists and extrem-
ists,” Gen. Austin pronounced
during his confirmation hearings.

He also pledged to overturn
several discriminatory bans on
military service put in place by
the previous administration.

The confirmation vote cleared
by a 93-2 margin – Sen. Mike
Lee (R-Utah) and Sen. Josh
Hawley (R-Missouri) were the
lone no-votes.

One day prior, the U.S. House
approved a waiver to allow for
Gen. Austin’s confirmation.

The decorated veteran required
a congressional waiver to con-
firm the civilian post because he
retired from active-duty service
only four years ago.

Federal law requires seven
years of retirement from active
duty before taking on the role.

President Biden and others had
previously pointed to the Con-
gressional waiver received in
2017 by Retired Marine Gen.
James Mattis, who served as de-
fense secretary in the previous
administration.

“The law that we keep waiving

actually exists for a good rea-
son,” remarked Sen. Minority
Leader McConnell (R-Ken-
tucky).

“Civilian control of the mili-
tary is a fundamental principle of
our republic. We emphatically do
not want high-ranking military
service to become a tacit prereq-
uisite for civilian leadership
posts over the Department of De-
fense.”

Gen. Austin’s confirmation ce-
ments him as one of the most
prominent members of President
Biden and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris’ Cabinet.

The Secretary of Defense con-
trols the country’s largest gov-
ernment agency, commanding
troops worldwide and the Penta-
gon’s internal workings.

The confirmation also keeps
with Biden’s promise to have a
staff and cabinet that reflects
America’s diversity.

“I know firsthand from our
time together on the [United
Technologies] board that General
Austin will be a wonderful
choice for Secretary of Defense,”
former New Jersey Gov. Chris-
tine Todd Whitman tweeted.

The decorated 67-year-old has
accumulated many awards and
decorations, including five De-
fense Distinguished Service
Medals, the country’s highest
noncombat-related military
honor, and three Distinguished
Service Medals; the Silver Star,
the nation’s third-highest award
for valor in combat; and two Le-
gions of Merit.

According to his biography,
Gen. Austin began his career in
the U.S. Army in 1975 as second

lieutenant in the infantry and
rose through the ranks to com-
mand troops in combat at the 1-,
2-, 3-, and 4-star levels.

Gen. Austin served in numer-
ous command and staff positions
in the U.S. and around the world.

These include Operation Safe
Haven in Panama with the 82nd
Airborne Division; Operation
Iraqi Freedom, spearheading
Iraq’s 2003 invasion as the assis-
tant division commander for the
3rd Infantry Division; and Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom in
Afghanistan as the commander
of the 10th Mountain Division
(Light).

In 2008 Gen. Austin returned
to Iraq as the commanding gen-
eral of the Multi-National Corps-
Iraq during the period when the
surge forces were drawing down
under Operation Iraqi Freedom.

In 2009 Gen. Austin was
named director of the Joint Staff
at the Pentagon.

Following that assignment,
Gen. Austin served another tour
in Iraq as the commanding gen-
eral of United States Forces-Iraq,
responsible for the transition of
all U.S. and Coalition military
forces and equipment out of the
country by the December 2011
deadline.

In 2012 General Austin served
as the 33rd vice chief of staff of
the Army, culminating his mili-
tary career as the 12th com-
mander of U.S. Central
Command (CENTCOM) from
2013 to 2016.

As CENTCOM commander,
he was responsible for military
strategy and joint operations
throughout the Middle East and

Central and South Asia. He was
also the architect and oversaw
the military campaign’s execu-
tion to defeat the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria.

He retired from the military on
May 1, 2016 and is now the
founder and president of The
Austin Strategy Group.

Gen. Austin also worked with

the President-Elect as vice chief
of the Army staff when President
Biden served as Vice President
under President Barack Obama.

Gen. Austin would require a
congressional waiver for confir-
mation to the civilian post be-
cause he retired from active-duty
service only four years ago.

“Very good news for national

security,” Retired Four-Star Gen.
Barry McCaffrey stated. 

“Ret Gen. Lloyd Austin is a
towering figure in Armed Forces.
Enormous global experience.
Joint Staff and Army staff Penta-
gon. Very easy to deal with.
Loved by the military. Silver Star
Valor. West Point. M.A. Auburn.
MBA.
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