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“ENOUGH!”“ENOUGH!”

Just as protests in other major cities continue
weeks after the death of George Floyd in Min-
neapolis while in police custody, Milwaukeeans
also continue to demand change in policing--includ-
ing calls for the creation of a citizen led accountabil-
ity council--greater respect for Black and Brown
people, economic equity, and the reallocation of re-
sources to people of color and the poor. 
On Saturday, June 13, hundreds of citizens

marched north on Dr. Martin Luther King Drive after
a rally they held at city hall where they voiced their
demands for greater accountability by government
officials and the MPD. Many came out wearing
masks as the city is slowly coming out of a state
and city imposed “stay-at-home” order.  The march
was one of several protests held over the weekend
calling for systemic change.

—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

COPINGCOPING WITH WITH COVID-19COVID-19
The African American Breastfeeding Network (AABN) and the

Office of Early Childhood Initiatives (OECI) recently hosted a
Well Mommy & Baby Care Initiative Drive-Up to support area
families and promote overall wellness. Care packages were pro-
vided to families that contained materials that focus on mental
and physical wellness. The event was held in the parking lot of
Mt. Zion MBC, 2207 N. 2nd St. Items were purchased by AABN
through funding from Bader Philanthropies, Inc. and donated by
local partners. Dalvery Blackwell, executive director of AABN,
said with the impact of COVID-19 on the community, they
wanted to let families who recently welcomed a baby, or who are
preparing for their baby to arrive, to know they are thinking of
them. By providing the care packages, she said, AABN and
OECI are helping remove some of the burden families may be
feeling as they await the new addition to the families. –Photo by
Yvonne Kemp (More photos on page 2)

Milwaukee Common Council President
Cavalier Johnson is seeking a 10 percent
budget reduction for the Milwaukee Po-
lice Department in
2021 which would
be reallocated for
vital community
needs.
Johnson is co-sponsor of legis-

lation directing the city’s budget
office to prepare a model 2021 po-
lice department budget that redi-
rects the 10% towards housing,
the health department and vio-
lence prevention, as well as fund-
ing the work of the Community
Collaborative Commission.
“We know that investing in ed-

ucation, health care, quality housing, fully funded and far reaching
transportation, and other social determinants of health lays the founda-
tion for all of our citizens to grow into productive, contributing mem-
bers of society. That’s what folks are asking for — a chance to actually
live,” Johnson said in a statement. 
The council president said making what he calls “front end invest-

ments” can make the job of policing easier in the long run. “We don’t

Alderman 
Cavalier Johnson
MKE Common 
Council President

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

(continued on page 7)

Over 17,000 Milwaukee fami-
lies had inquired about applying
for rent assistance before the So-
cial Development Commission
(SDC) had finalized procedures
for the program last week.
The launch of the $25 million

program was part of the state effort
to address the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic that has
caused hundreds of thousands of

lost jobs, and hundreds of busi-
nesses to close—at least temporar-
ily—in Wisconsin.
Governor Tony Evers called

upon non-profit agencies to help
distribute the funding for what is
titled the “Wisconsin Rental Assis-
tance Program” (WRAP).  Be-
cause of its unprecedented record
in working with area poor, SDC
was chosen to oversee the distribu-
tion of $7.1 million in Milwaukee,
Washington and Ozaukee coun-
ties.
SDC officially started contact-

ing renters in need of assistance
Monday.
At a press conference Friday,

SDC Executive Director George
Hinton said applicants could re-
ceive up to $1,000 in grants for up
to three months.
“We know that people are hurt-

ing and stressed because they are
unable to pay rent and fear evic-
tion,” he explained.
“To ensure the requests are

processed as quickly as possible,

we’ve hired additional staff to
focus exclusively on the WRAP
program.”
Under the guidelines of the pro-

gram, the grants will go directly to
homeowners, who SDC staff will
negotiate with.
SDC will also work with renters

to assist them in any way they can.
“There is a lot of pain, lost jobs

in our community,” Hinton noted. 
“We’re going to work with

many of our partners,” he ex-
plained to assist those who are suf-
ferings as much as possible.
Hinton said his agency would

also work with Milwaukee
County, which has allocated addi-
tional funds, so as not to duplicate
services while—at the same
time—widen the two programs’
impact for those who need it.
“We want people to know that

we are processing requests for
help as quickly as possible.  Turn-
around time depends on how
quickly landlords and renters com-

SDC to distribute
millions in rental 
assistance as part
of state program
Agency to oversee distribution of 
dollars in Milwaukee, Washington,
and Ozaukee counties

By Mikel Holt

George Hinton (continued on page 7)

Common 
Council president
calls for 10%
budget reduction
for MKE cops
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More Well Mommy event photos
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Depite the pandemic and the protests
over the death of George Floyd, the U.S.
Census Bureau has and is making the
necessary adjustments to ensure an accu-
rate count of the nation’s population.
Your Milwaukee Community Journal recently con-
ducted a question and answer session with Marilyn A.
Sanders, Chicago Regional Director for the U.S. Census
Bureau. She answered six questions pertaining to this
year’s count and why it should matter, especially to the
nation’s African American community, which looks upon
the census as an intrusion on their privacy that could be
used against them.

Many African American residents are suspicious of the
census and the type of questions it asks, believing the
questions to be intrusive and possibly used against
them later? They also believe nothing positive will come
out of the census--that there will not be any change in
the community’s conditions economically or politically.

What is your response to that type of thinking?
Your response to the 2020 Census is safe and secure. No

matter how you respond to the 2020 Census, we protect
your responses and keep them strictly confidential. 
The Census Bureau is bound by Title 13 of the U.S. Code

to keep your information confidential. This law protects your
answers to the 2020 Census. Under Title 13, the Census Bu-
reau cannot release any identifiable information about you,
your home, or your business, even to law enforcement agen-
cies. 
The law ensures that your private data is protected and

that your answers cannot be used against you by any gov-
ernment agency or court. 
Violating Title 13 is a federal crime, punishable by prison

time and/or a fine of up to $250,000. 
Federal, state, and municipal lawmakers make decisions

about how billions of dollars in public funds are allocated for
schools, roads and bridges, fire and emergency services,
healthcare, and more based on census statistics. 
2020 Census results will determine the number of seats

each state receives   in the U.S. House of Representatives.
Results also impact congressional and state legislative dis-
tricts. 

Why is it hard to get a response from Black residents
and residents of color in general and what are you
telling Black residents to encourage them to participate
in the census?
The 2020 Census is easy, safe and important. Responses

are kept confidential. Health care, emergency response,
schools and education programs are all impacted by Census
data. 
Federal, state, and municipal lawmakers make decisions

about how billions of dollars in public funds are allocated for
schools, roads and bridges, fire and emergency services,
healthcare, and more based on census statistics.  
2020 Census results will determine the number of seats

each state receives in the U.S. House of Representatives.
Results also impact congressional and state legislative dis-
tricts. 

What does the U.S. Census Bureau plan to do to im-
prove the response score among Black Milwaukee resi-
dents and other residents of color? What was the score
for Black participation (and in general) in 2010?
The 2010 Census undercounted 2.1% of the Black popula-

tion, which was not statistically different from a 1.8% under-
count in 2000. (Census Bureau Releases Estimates of
Undercount and Overcount in the 2010 Census)
The response rates as of May 31, 2020 is 67.7% in Wis-

consin, 56% in the city of Milwaukee
(https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html). In 2010,
the city’s response rate was 64.2%. 
In the state the response rate was 73.5%.

(https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html) 
How many census takers have been hired to canvass

Milwaukee and the city’s Black community? How many
of those census takers are African American?
The timeline for non-response follow up, where census tak-

ers are scheduled to be in the field, is August 11 – October
31. We currently have 8,963 applicants for Milwaukee and
are preparing for the hiring process to staff the non-response
follow operation in Milwaukee. The U.S. Census Bureau con-
tinues to accept applications for temporary part-time posi-
tions with the 2020 Census. Interested applicants can apply
online at www.2020census.gov/jobs.  The rate of pay is $22
per hour. 
For those who have applied, they can receive a status by

logging into their applicant profile on
www.2020census.gov/jobs. 

How many questionnaires have been sent out to city
residents? Approximately how many were sent to pre-
dominately Black zip codes?
The Census Bureau is currently in the self-response

phase. In March, households received an initial invitation to
respond to the 2020 Census in the mail. Depending on how
likely your area is to respond online, you received either an
invitation encouraging you to respond online or an invitation
along with a paper questionnaire. 
Every household that received an invitation in the mail re-

ceived a reminder just a few days later. After that, only
households that still hadn’t responded received additional re-
minders.  
Households that received a census invitation in the mail

and did not yet respond received a paper questionnaire by
April 30. 
Households received a final reminder postcard in the mail

on or between April 27-May 9. (We pushed back this mailing
to allow the paper questionnaire package to arrive several
days ahead of the final postcard.) 
Census takers will interview nonresponse follow-up house-

holds in person in August 11 – October 31. 
With the COVID-19 pandemic happening, what has the

U.S. Census done to adjust so as not to expose census
takers to the virus, and how will the questionnaires be
handled as a result of the virus (touching them and hav-
ing them in large quantities at a post office station)?
Census non-response follow-up will begin in August. Guid-

ance issued by the Office of Management and Budget and
the Office of Personnel Management has given Federal
agencies guidelines to resume operations on a epidemiologi-
cally sound, data-driven basis, adhering to the latest Fed-
eral, State and Local guidance. The Census Bureau
continues to monitor the changing conditions at the State
and Local level and will update its planned start dates for se-
lected operations and in selected states, consulting with ap-
propriate officials. 
Questions on USPS protocol during Covid-19 would be

better answered by the USPS. (FYI – USPS Media State-
ment – COVID-19)

WHY THE 2020
U.S. CENSUS IS
IMPORTANT,
ESPECIALLY
FOR BLACK
AMERICANS?

MMCCJJQQ&&AA



The Milwaukee Community Journal•June 17, 2020•Page 4

ith area
churches
closed

due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the city’s 
“stay-at-home” order, the Milwaukee
Communnity Journal’s 
WEEKEND EDITION can now be
found and read ONLINE! 
Just go to milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com and click on the cover of the
WEEKEND EDITION! You will then be
able to read it online the same way
you can read the MCJ online! 

GETGET
YOURYOUR
WEEKWEEK
ENDEND
EDITIONEDITION
ONLINE!ONLINE!

WW

Fannie Mae Miles Bradford, at
89, has experienced more in her
lifetime than many of the govern-
ment officials who are advising us
about our lives today. So, Mrs.
Bradford is approaching the coro-
navirus scare with similar stamina
that has seen her through many
nerve shattering eras.

Born December 15, 1930, the Dallas native
lived through World War II, the Korean War,
Viet Nam War, Civil
Rights conflicts,
news of various as-
sassinations includ-
ing President John
Kennedy and Martin
Luther King Jr., polio
epidemic, Ebola,
HIV/AIDS outbreak,
9/11 terrorist attacks,

and the Columbia space shuttle disaster.
Also, she remembers a series of fatal shoot-

ings at schools, a rash of fatal police shootings
of African American men, the joy of witnessing
the nation’s first African American president,
tarnished by the return of racial conflicts after
our current President’s campaign to build a wall
to keep out undocumented immigrants.
Mrs. Bradford, a retired Dallas schoolteacher

and long-time minister’s wife, said it was faith
and common sense that sustained her through it
all and, if her Maker wills it, she expects that
approach to carry her on, even through coron-
avirus. 
“Prayer and meditation,” she said. “I also

have a favorite scripture and hymn that speak
to every aspect of my life …”
“Concerning the virus, I take all suggested

precautions — and then I use common sense.”
On the door of her room at a senior adult resi-
dence in Mesquite, hangs the Psalms 23:1 scrip-
ture that is part of her regular conversation,
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”
And she takes advantage of any opportunity to
sing her favorite song, “Great Is Thy Faithful-
ness.”
I was just thinking… “What molds a person

to form a thick skin against calamity such as
coronavirus?” In Mrs. Bradford’s case, her early
path was cemented by Christian values. She
grew up in the fabled Mill City Dallas neigh-
borhood and the Greater Bethlehem Baptist
Church in the area.

She spent summers with relatives in the his-
torically Black Lake Como area of Ft. Worth.
She missed many days in elementary and high
school because of an anemic disorder, but still
graduated from Julia C Frazier Elementary, Lin-
coln H. S., and in 1947 as salutatorian of Bishop
College in Marshall, TX.
She rubbed shoulders with some historic Dal-

las black legends: Dr. John Wesley Anderson
was her physician as a child. A. S. Penn was a
principal who supervised her early in her career.
She taught in Dallas and Fort Worth public
schools for more than 40 years and retired in the
mid 1990s. 
She was “First Lady” and director of various

ministries and her late husband, Rev. Bishop J.
Bradford Jr., was Pastor for more than 40 years
at Mt. Horeb Baptist Church at 3306 Carpenter
Ave. in South Dallas/Fair Park.
Until Pastor Bradford Jr. died at 78 in 2007,

they were the longest serving couple at the helm
in Mt. Horeb’s now 103-year history. Of their
two sons and two daughters, two are pastors,
one the wife of a pastor, and the other a devoted
church worker.
After living for many decades in a spacious

home near Ledbetter Dr. in Southern Dallas, the
former president of Metropolitan Baptist Min-
isters Wives & Widows Union in Dallas moved
to the senior home where she has become a pop-
ular resident. She admits it took time to adjust
to the new and less independent lifestyle.
Giving up driving and shopping on her own

was difficult but doable, the octogenarian said.
Again, her scripture, song, faith and common
sense directed her, she said. 
She also is adjusting to the resident’s tight-

ened operation and rules for visitors even
through the coronavirus scare. “Through many
dangers, toils and snares, I have already come,”
said Mrs. Bradford, quoting a gospel song. “It
was grace that brought me safe thus far, and I’m
counting on grace to carry us on.”
Thank you.
Norma Adams-Wade is a veteran, award-win-

ning Journalist, a graduate of UT-Austin and
Dallas native. She is also one of the founders of
the National Association of Black Journalists
(NABJ) and was inducted into the NABJ Hall of
Fame.

RELIGIONRELIGION

Faith and 
Common-Sense,
Ways to Fight
Coronavirus
By Norma Adams-Wade, Founding Member of the National
Association of Black Journalists and Texas Metro News Columnist

RELIGIOUS
COMMENTARY

Fannie Mae 
Miles Bradford

“I was just thinking… ‘What
molds a person to form a
thick skin against calamity
such as coronavirus?’ In Mrs.
Bradford’s case, her early
path was cemented by Chris-
tian values. She grew up in
the fabled Mill City Dallas
neighborhood and the
Greater Bethlehem Baptist
Church in the area.”

Norma Adams-Wade
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES
"What the people want is very simple
— they want an America as good as
its promise." 

—(The late) Rep. Barbara Jordan

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

A Change of Heart?

NASCAR has banned the Con-
federate flag.  The NFL will close
its offices on Juneteenth Day, and
has committed $250 million to so-
cial justice.  
Major League Baseball released

a statement decrying racism, and
its commissioner is hopeful of an
open dialogue to 'discuss the can-
cer of racism.'
The response from the world of

professional sports to the murder
of George Floyd by a Minneapo-
lis police officer in a televised ex-
ecution redefines the theme song
'Wide World of Sports.'
The consistent response from

most commissioners of major
league sports was similar to the
reaction of President Donald
Trump when asked who signed
the emancipation proclamation.
And I can guarantee if Bud

Selig, former owner of the Mil-
waukee Brewers and former MLB
commissioner were still in office,
the league would be at the vanguard of protests.
The difference is Selig's worldview and commit-

ment to social justice, versus that of most league
commissioners who perceive their roles, and per-
sonal beliefs in a different light. Or should I say
dark?  
You also have to add the ethnic makeup of the

players in the various leagues.   
That's why I am not surprised at the reaction of

those who run the NBA and NFL. 
Most football and basketball players are African

American, while only eight percent of baseball play-
ers are.  And you can count on your fingers the num-
ber of Black players in hockey, tennis, and golf.  
Of course, the Black players' prominence also

plays a significant role, particularly if there is no
unity among them.
The NFL's Colin Kaepernick found himself ousted

and 'white balled' when he started his protest against
police brutality three years ago. Not just because he
was dispensable, but also only a small percentage of
his Black 'brothers' joined him.
LeBron James is another story, and thus his vari-

ous campaigns were accepted, if not endorsed.
Probably the wealthiest player, and most influen-

tial professional athlete in the world, LeBron is
among the most socially conscious.  
The only professional athlete of similar acclaim is

Tiger Woods. 
'Spotted' Tiger has distanced himself from Black

folks other than his baggage handler (and probably
caddy at The Masters in Augusta, GA), even though
he too was caught up in a 'lynching' scandal that re-
sulted in a television commentator losing his job,
and a golf magazine editor being reprimanded.
'Eldrick Tont' Woods, you may remember, doesn't

consider himself African American. Instead, he de-
scribes himself a 'Cablinasian,' which makes him a
race of one.  
While Tiger finds it hard to relate to the Black or

Asian communities, LeBron was brought up on
Cleveland's mean streets.  He has also been victim-
ized, despite his statutre, by racism, as have most
Black athletics at one time or another.  
The NBA's MVP, Giannis 'The Lion' Antetokoun-

mpo, wasn't brought up in America, but in Greece,
where his family was one of nine 'Hue-mens' in the
country.  
But the African brother is a cultural polar opposite

of Tiger.  
Giannis led a march last week in Milwaukee and

used his voice during a rally to express support for
fellow marchers and to demand an end to American
apartheid.
Also leading a local march was the Buck's Sterling

Brown, himself a victim of police brutality (compli-
ments of Milwaukee Police Department).  He re-
cently turned down a $400,000 settlement offered
by the city for his run-in with Milwaukee's finest.  
Maced and taken down for the felony crime of 'il-

legal parking,' Brown could have been a pre-Floyd
poster child.
The Bucks ownership is unique among NBA fran-

chises in that one of its president, Peter Fegin, once
lamented that Milwaukee was the most racist city in
the country.  
That's saying a lot, particularly given he is a New

York native.  

Most professional sports owners stay away from
racial issues so as not to alienate their fans or bottom
line.
As I heard it, political and civic leaders didn't re-

spond to Fegin's unprecedented comment with state-
ments of affirmation, but threats that the team could
jeopardize its public funding for the new arena, and
the team.
They might have also mentioned how fan support

waned after former Bucks' superstar Kareem Abdul
Jabbar made similar comments in the 1970s.  
Kareem also noted how culturally deficit Milwau-

kee was, providing little of interest to Black resi-
dents…aside from second-class citizenship.
Last week Kareem expressed support for Giannis

and all other African American players who stand
up to injustice.
African American professional athletes have a

unique platform, probably more persuasive than
most Black politicians, or civil rights leaders.  
Second-tier players in the major sports—who

don’t make the money or get the endorsements of
their top-level peers—also have much more to lose,
which is why many hesitate taking stances. 
That point was made clear by NBA Hall of Famer

Charles 'I'm not your role model' Barkley, who said
on ESPN Monday that he opposed a call by 
Kyrie Irving for Black NBA players to call off the

season in support of the demonstrations.   
Barkley's statement had a tinge of reality to it. He

asserted the players would be giving up their plat-
form by staying home. 
He then lost credibility (and blew his moment of

‘woke-ness’) when his concerns shifted to the
money the players would lose.
In that regard, everyone makes a sacrifice to en-

sure a better life for their children and our tribe.  And
what is money to the millions who lost their lives
because of the color of their skin?
Nonetheless, I'm sure that concern (loss of a pay-

check or two) influenced many of the players who
decided against joining Kaepernick.  Today, they
have a safety net in terms of widespread public ac-
ceptance of social protest.  
Even most racists cringed when they saw Floyd

murdered on national television.  Few of them have
the same reaction to 'peaceful' demonstrations now,
quite unlike their consternation with Kaepernick
when he  shook the world by kneeling during the
National Anthem. 
Ironically, while Kaepernick's protest did not sin-

gle out a specific murder, there were dozens he
could have noted, and every Black player could have
identified with them.
The Floyd killing was the cherry on top of the

‘Black Lives Matter’ sundae. 
It also served as an opportunity for civil rights ag-

nostics to endear themselves to skeptical fans.
Including ownership, despite their motivations.
I'm not alone in questioning the authenticity and

hypocrisy of several owners and commissioners
who suddenly had a change of heart.
NFL commissioner Roger Goodell last week en-

dorsed ‘Black Lives Matter.’  The hypocrisy of his
statements was taken with the same sentiment that
followed 45IQ's declaration that he was the best
president for Black America after Abe Lincoln.

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

NASCAR has banned the Confederate
flag.  The NFL will close its offices on
Juneteenth Day, and has committed $250
million to social justice.

“The Floyd execution was an ex-
clamation point on American
apartheid.  It touched every Ameri-
can's soul (or least those with one)
and sent shivers down the spine of
Black people. It also caused them
to look over their shoulders and to
question who was standing against
racism, and who was complicit by
their silence.”

Have sports team owners and league commis-
sioners become “woke,” or are they just pro-

tecting their bottom lines and images?

(continued on page 7)

‘COLLATERAL‘COLLATERAL
DAMAGE!’DAMAGE!’

The murder of Earnest Lacy and the birth of
Milwaukee’s Black Lives Matter Movement
By Roy B. Evans, Attorney at Law
Before the murder of
Earnest Lacey there was
the murder by Milwaukee
Police of Derrick Bell
who’s death was covered
up until a white retired
police officer’s con-
science got the best of
him causing him to con-
fess in order to relieve his
soul from eternal damna-
tion. 
There are undoubtedly countless

other deaths at the hands of police
that will never see justice but, we
will never know how many more
there are for sure.  
But even though times have

changed, in some places, times
have remained the same in others. 
Milwaukee is unique in its own

way; but the racism that continues
to perpetuate a racist system of
criminal injustice seems to never
change. 
I experienced a flashback the

other day as I sat watching the
CNN headline “Protest Grow in
Atlanta Over Deadly Police Shoot-
ing” in the aftermath of the murder
of yet another Black man,
Rayshard Brooks, at the hands of
the police. 
As I watched the video of

Rayshard’s murder, I also watched
flames consume the Wendy’s
restaurant where he was killed and
it reminded me of the James Bald-
win novel, ‘The Fire Next Time,’
about reconciliation and compen-
sation for America’s injustice to-
wards Black people. 
I wondered will this be the fire

that brings about real change this
time? What made this so striking
is that I had just finished reading
Mikel’s Holts Community Journal
‘Signifyin’’ column’s (in the June

10, 2020 edition) two part se-
ries: ‘A Tale of Two Lynch-
ing’s and Two Different
Responses,’ highlighting the
outrage and international fer-
vor over the murder of
George Floyd by a White po-
lice officer in Minneapolis in
conjunction with the memory of
the death of Earnest Lacy. 
The world got to see George

Floyd’s murder first hand over and
over again and every human being
who has a mother could not help
but feel the pain in his pleas and
cries of mercy in the last moments
of his life complaining, “I can’t
breathe” because of his being
handcuffed on the ground with a
White police officer’s knee
pressed against his neck. 
A White police officer whose fa-

cial expression as he looked into a
smart phone’s camera lens showed
no compassion or care about what
he was doing or to whom he was
doing it to. 
In that moment captured in time

it was obvious to him that Black
life did not matter. The outrage of
the world having witnessed this
tragic event is indeed righteous
and warranted.  
For Earnest Lacey, there was

mostly justified local anger; but
there were no cameras or video or
Facebook to spark worldwide out-
rage at the common practice of po-
lice brutality. 
But the local anger of Earnest

Lacy’s death did in fact spark
demonstrations and marches by
local leaders like Howard Fuller,
Michael McGee, Sr.; Vel Phillips
and others. People took to the
streets demanding change and
‘Justice for Earnest Lacy.’ 
Some things changed but most

things remained the same or, in
retrospect and in some regards,
have gotten even worse. 
When you live in a city that is

chronically labeled one of the
worst cities in America for Blacks
to live, I don’t know how you can
argue that things have gotten much
better. 
The confluence of these recent

events and in looking back at the
Lacy case, I could not help but see
the parallels and ironies of our
criminal justice system.  
Having been born, raised, edu-

cated and continuing to live and
practice law in Milwaukee for
over 40 years I have come to some
clear conclusions as to whether
Black lives really do matter and
what the criminal justice system
contributes in making Milwaukee
and Wisconsin one of the worst
places in America for Blacks to
live or receive the justice every
American has a Constitutional
right to receive. 
Notwithstanding all of the con-

tributing political and socio-eco-
nomic maladies of the Black
community, for Black folks, “I
can’t breathe’ and “knee on my
neck” are not just idol catch
phrases. 
They are real and have a devas-

tating unseen, but consequential
‘collateral damage’ effect that we
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see categorically but often fail to see literally. 
These recent incidents of police and criminal justice system miscon-

duct and acts of injustice provoked me to write this article, and I appre-
ciate the Milwaukee Community Journal for allowing me to share my
personal thoughts and commentary with the community. 
Going back in time, a historical case in point: Back in 1982 I was a

partner in the Law firm of Evans, Taylor and Woodard. (Robert Taylor
and Stanley Woodard). We were all younger but experienced attorneys
having represented hundreds of mostly Black young men and women
in our roles as contract Public Defender attorneys among other areas in
which we practiced. 
During this period few remember that our firm, represented by Stanley

Woodard with legal assistance from the Center for Constitutional Rights,
handled the Civil Case of Lacy v, City of Milwaukee Police Department.
The community pressure and publicity of course did not set well with
the police and they decided they needed to derail our efforts. 
So someone approached me about a debt I owed the County and if I

didn’t provide them with information that they could use to discredit
our legal action they would press the County to demand payment for
the debt I owed. (In other words: snitch or we will take our own action.)
Having nothing to give I said no. (And if I had something, I knew their
tactics, and would never agree to assist them in that regard anyway.)
Next thing I know I get word that the District Attorney’s office had
launched a theft investigation for the debt that I owed the County. I im-
mediately paid it and even though I paid it in full they decided to con-
tinue their investigation. 
Having found nothing of substance for some reason they decided to

charge me anyway with a class F felony (the lowest felony you can re-
ceive before it drops to a misdemeanor) because, even though I had paid
the debt they claimed it was a theft and used the argument that they
never gave me permission to use the money I owed them. They knew a
felony would end my law practice but, despite requests for clarity, they
pursued this course nevertheless. 
At most, under normal circumstances, it warranted a Bar reprimand.

But I refused to admit guilt, plead no contest and gave up my livelihood
to practice law. 
Herein lies the ironies and collateral damage of the power of the police

in concert with the District Attorney’s office that creates an incestuous
relationship that I have watched devastate countless other Black people
as well. 
I can with confidence point to successfully surviving this unfortunate

ordeal, but I use the irony of my situation to point out the overreaching
irony of our criminal justice system and how its misused against us as a
Black community. The hypocrisy and irony in this instance are clear.
Irony 1: I survived because I had BA and MS degrees and found em-

ployment in the field of education and had a supportive family and
friends. 
Most felons don’t have educations and cannot recover from being la-

beled a felon. For many a felony record is the “kiss of death” which cre-
ates “a dead man walking.” (There are ironically more Blacks on
probation and parole with felonies than in prison).
Irony 2: District Attorney E. Michael McCann, who in his entire career

never charged or convicted any of the numerus Marquette University
Jesuit priests who were guilty of molesting hundreds of students and
costing the university millions of dollars in sex abuse settlements, re-
fused the request of several community leaders to intervene. He claimed
the need to remain ‘neutral.’ 
Irony 3: His chief assistant, John Reddin, who prosecuted (make that

‘persecuted’) my case, in his entire career never convicted a single police
officer, regardless of their records, of abusive behaviors which have cost
tax payers millions of dollars in police abuse case settlements, retired
from Milwaukee county with almost a million dollar backdrop and dou-
ble a digit pension.
Irony 4: At the time Milwaukee County Corporation Counsel Bob Ott,

under Tom Ament, left the county and was never charged or convicted
for overseeing the county’s pension fiasco that cost the county hundreds
of millions of dollars with the debt still growing. Yet, he supported my
prosecution for a debt that I had already paid.
Irony 5: Even though I campaigned against him, I was pardoned by

Republican Gov. Tommy Thompson* because even he saw the irony of
my conviction. (*The only Republican I ever voted for)
Irony 6 : For a debt I owed but had paid, I had to endure the criminal

justice systems wrath and experience the disproportionate treatment that
far too many Black men have had to endure. (In collecting news articles
over the years, there is a clear double standard when it comes to people
of color.)
I don’t write this for a want of sympathy, but to use the best example

I know of the hypocrisy and irony of a system built on the abuse of
power and discretion that has an impact on our lives as Black people.
It’s most ironic in that I used to get teased by the Judge, John Mc-

Cormick, a truly tremendous human being, who always encouraged me
to file a petition so that he could expunge my record because he saw
firsthand the irony and injustice that I had overcome and endured as
well. 
My response to him was always that even though I was disappointed

I would not let my bitterness guide my life and even though I may not
have deserved it I earned my felony and wanted to keep my record be-
cause it gave me “street credibility” when counseling the hundreds
young Black men and women in my career who also had felonies when

they would say: “you don’t know what I’ve had to go through.” I let
them know that I know all too well their pain firsthand. It makes a big
difference when someone listens to your story who can share your story
and your pain.
In conclusion experience and events have led me to this observation

among many: From my over 40 years of practicing law, abuse of dis-
cretion based on race in Milwaukee in stopping, ticketing, arresting,
abusing, charging, convicting, incarcerating, and the ball and chain of
probation and parole weighted down by a felony conviction, has devas-
tated Milwaukee’s Black community and, not withstanding poverty and
the other overwhelming economic disparities that exists, is the leading
cause of why, even though Milwaukee is a ‘Great City on a Great Lake,’
it remains one of the worst cities in America for Blacks to live. The real
irony is that this is no coincidence. The collateral damage to the Black
community is calculated and devastating. Until the discriminatory prac-
tice of selective persecution by the police and punitive driven prosecu-
tions become ‘more fair’ in their application, Black lives will never
matter in Milwaukee. 
Whether it is a knee on the neck that restricts breathing, or being shot

fourteen times for sleeping on a park bench. It comes from the same
place. To some, Black lives don’t really matter. 
It’s obvious that Milwaukee is long overdue and in serious need of

police and prosecutorial reform. We don’t need police bands or parades.
We don’t need police in schools. Police don’t need military weapons
and armored vehicles. 
Police need to have degrees like other professionals with continuing

education and certification. Police need to live in the communities they
serve. Police disciplinary records need to be a public record. Police
should be fired for abuse and misuse of the public’s trust. 
Police should be disciplined for lying on police reports. Police should

not be allowed to claim ‘disability’ benefits for bogus health claims of
stress for being a police officer. There should be no implied immunity
for obvious police misconduct. 
Police don’t need fraternal orders that protect and serves only them-

selves. Police budgets (42.5 % of the entire 2019 Milwaukee property
tax budget) should reflect quantifiable and equitable policing results.
We don’t necessarily need to defund the police, but policing needs to be
reviewed and revamped in order to remove it from its original slave pa-
trol intent and mentality. 
We don’t need power tripping probation and parole agents who control

the lives of half the Black population with the power to revoke for petty
reasons just because they have the power.
The economic benefits derived from Black convictions and incarcer-

ation supports a vast criminal justice prison industrial complex and self-
perpetuating economic system that is supported by billions of tax dollars
for police activities that are totally out of balance and weighted towards
injustice.
Hopefully the deaths of Earnest Lacy, George Floyd, Breonna Taylor,

Rayshard Brooks and the countless others who have been unjustly con-
victed and exonerated will finally change the paradigms of injustice in
America. In a free society we need police but not those who believe, by
their own actions and negative behaviors, that Black lives don’t matter.
Restructuring the role of the police in society and the criminal justice
system in particular, in my opinion, is long overdue. It’s time to say:
‘enough is enough.’ Will this time finally be ‘The Fire Next Time?’

LEGALS&CLASSIFIEDS
SUMMONS

(PUBLICATION)
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV2538

In the matter of the name change of:
RACHEL LEE HAWKEN

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: RACHEL LEE HAWKEN
To: RACHEL LEE PIZZINO
Birth Certificate: RACHEL LEE
PIZZINO

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM S
POCAN Room 401 PLACE: 901 N.
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
53233 DATE: July 9, 2020 TIME
8:45 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  5-21-2020
BY THE COURT:
HON. WILLIAM S POCAN
Circuit Court Judge
155/6-10-17-24-2020

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV2856

In the matter of the name change of:
HUNTER WILLIAM RUNE

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:

From: HUNTER WILLIAM RUNE
To: HUNTER JOHN MACIEJEW-
SKI
Birth Certificate: HUNTER
WILLIAM RUNE

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM S
POCAN Room 401 PLACE: 901 N.
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
53233 DATE: July 2, 2020 TIME
9:30 A.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  5-13-2020
BY THE COURT:
HON. WILLIAM S POCAN
Circuit Court Judge
154/6-10-17-24-2020

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING
Case No. 2020CV002808

In the matter of the name change of:
DESMOND ALEXANDER
JOHNS

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: DESMOND ALEXANDER
JOHNS To: DESMOND ALEXAN-
DER VALENTINE
Birth Certificate: DESMOND
ALEXANDER JOHNS

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. WILLIAM S
POCAN Room 401 PLACE: 901 N.
9th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
53233 DATE: June 17, 2020 TIME

2:30 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  5-7-2020
BY THE COURT:
HON. WILLIAM S POCAN
Circuit Court Judge
151/5-13-20-27-2020

SUMMONS 
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
PETITION FOR NAME

CHANGE 
FOR MINOR CHILD UNDER 14

Case No. 20CV003327

In the matter of the name change of:
D’ANDRE LATRELL DOWNEY
JR
BY: PAZARA JASHIR HARRIS

THE PETITIONER (S) STATE (S):
1. The Petition is brought by one of
the parents of the minor child who
has two living parents and paternity
has been established.
2. Petitioner’s address is 416 N 75th
Street, Milwaukee Wisconsin 53213
the minor child address 416 N 75th
Street Milwaukee Wisconsin 53213.
3. The minor child was born on
4/29/2018 in the State of Wisconsin
4. The name that appears on the
minor child’s birth certificate is
D’ANDRE LATRELL DOWNEY
5. The birth certificate was issued in
the state of Wisconsin
6. The minor child is not a sex of-
fender required to register under
301.45 Wis Stats., or a similar law
of any other state.
7. I/We wish to change the minor
child’s name to: PRINCETON
JASIAH HARRIS For the follow-
ing reason(s) Due to the unstability
of the father son relationship
8. I/We wish to change the name on
the child’s Wisconsin birth certifi-
cate.

I declare under the penalty of false

swearing that the information I have
provided is true and accurate.
PAZARA HARRIS/Petitioner 416
N 75th Street Milwaukee Wisconsin
53213

Dated:  6-5-2020
BY THE COURT:
HON. WILLIAM S POCAN BR.
26
Circuit Court Judge
157/6-17-24/7-1-2020

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No. 20CV001246

In the matter of the name change of:
KAMRYN ALEXANDER SMITH
By (Petitioner) SHELLEY JEAN
GILBERT

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A petition was filed asking to
change the name of the person
listed above:
From: KAMRYN ALEXANDER
SMITH To: KAMRYN ALEXAN-
DER GILBERT
Birth Certificate: KAMRYN
ALEXANDER SMITH

IT IS ORDERED
This petition will be heard in the
Circuit Court of Milwaukee County,
State of Wisconsin.
Judge’s Name: HON. CARL ASH-
LEY BR. 33 Room 500 PLACE:
901 N. 9th Street, Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, 53233 DATE: APRIL 9,
2020 TIME 3:00 P.M.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
Notice of this hearing shall be given
by publication as a Class 3 notice
for three (3) weeks in a row prior to
the date of the hearing in the Mil-
waukee Community Journal, a
newspaper published in Milwaukee
County, State of Wisconsin.
Dated:  2-14-2020
BY THE COURT:
HON. CARL ASHLEY
Circuit Court Judge
156/6-17-24/7-1-2020

‘COLLATERAL‘COLLATERAL
DAMAGE!’DAMAGE!’

(continued from page 5)

Fireworks make 
celebrations exponen-
tially more dangerous!

The summer brings celebrations and parties of all kinds, in-
cluding the 4th of July holiday. One way to ruin any celebra-
tion – especially in the City of Milwaukee – is to bring and set
off fireworks.

Alderman Michael J. Murphy said fireworks are illegal in the
City of Milwaukee, and anyone found by Milwaukee Police or
the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office to be in violation of the
city ordinance relating to fireworks can face heavy fines of up
to $1,000.

“In Milwaukee it is illegal to possess, sell or discharge fire-
works, and that’s for a reason,” Alderman Murphy said.

“Fireworks can cause serious injuries, including burns,
contusions, lacerations, and head and eye wounds, with chil-
dren ages 5 to 9 facing the highest risk of injury. According to
the National Fire Protection Association, based on the
amount of time and quantities in use, fireworks pose a higher
risk of death than any other consumer product,” he said.

“Fireworks-related injuries and damage are 100% preventa-
ble, and I am asking our residents to celebrate safely this
summer and to leave the fireworks to the professionals who
are trained in their handling. Please don’t take the chance of
having your party turn from the fun zone to the fire zone,” Al-
derman Murphy said.

Common Council President Cavalier Johnson urges resi-
dents to consider the wellbeing of neighbors when someone
is setting off fireworks. “Fireworks cause fear and anxiety in
pets and small children, and they can also trigger frightening
memories and flashbacks for some military veterans who
have post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),” President John-
son said. “If you do not feel comfortable confronting some-
one who is disrupting the peace of your block or
neighborhood with fireworks, please call Milwaukee Police
immediately at 414-933-4444 to report the situation and to re-
quest a police response,” he said.
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need to study these things, we know them. We don’t need to create a
new body to look at these things, we’re aware. Now is the time to move
forward to the next step and by examining the financial impacts for the
first time, we are moving into waters yet to be explored.” 
The legislation is in accordance with ideas the council president re-

cently presented for the sole purpose of police reform. “I believe the
conversations around police reform and reallocation of resources are
intertwined and must happen simultaneously and not in separate siloes,”
said Johnson.
He noted the 2020 police budget consumes over 45% of the city’s

general fund revenues compared to funding for the Milwaukee Public
Library (at just under four percent) and the Milwaukee Health Depart-
ment at just over two percent for the same year.
“In fact, for the last few years, the budget of the police department

captures every single property tax dollar generated in the city, plus sev-
eral million more and in 2021, as in years past, the police department
is asking for more.”
Couple that, Johnson added, with the fact the state shared revenue

program that, in the past, paid the entirety of the cost of the police de-
partment and left the city with millions of additional dollars to invest
in infrastructure and other areas, is broken.
“We have a funding system that is simply unsustainable,” the council

president said, noting the city’s and state’s funding issues collided after
the death of George Floyd while in police custody in Minneapolis this
past Memorial Day, resulting in endless protests in the streets of Mil-
waukee, across the United States, and around the globe calling for sys-
temic change to American policing.
Noting the determination and diversity of protestors here and other

American cities  and abroad, Johnson believes the movement for change
and justice is at a critical inflection point that presents an opportunity
for the state’s largest city to meet this moment in history.
“As we discuss the options presented in the model budget that will

be presented to the Common Council, all of us should understand and
affirm the fact that policing is a difficult, dangerous, but also very nec-
essary profession. 
We can both appreciate the strides made by our local police depart-

ment over the course of the last two years and also recognize that those
strides came about because there have been problems that necessitated
those changes. 
“We can do that just the same as we can both recognize that Mr.

Floyd’s death was caused by a law enforcement officer more than 300
miles away, and recognize that the same institutional problems have
created a list of names of African Americans who have died by law en-
forcement here in Milwaukee.”
Johnson said until some actual change is realized, the marching in

the streets will continue as the organizers of the protests have com-
mented, stressing they are prepared to break Milwaukee’s standing
record of consecutive days of marching against injustice; which is more
than 200 days of protests. As it stands—for now—the record is held by
protestors who marched for open and fair housing in the mid-1960s.
“I, for one, believe them, support them, and will continue peacefully

marching alongside them.”

African American players ex-
pressed shock at Goodell's new-
found respect for Kaepernick after
dissing him for three years, and
being complicit in his 'white
balling.'  
Because of the Floyd demon-

strations, he has 'encouraged'
owners to hire Kaepernick and
suggested the league would be
open to him serving as a consult-
ant for race relations.
We must not forget professional

sports teams are businesses.  And
the league management has over-
sight over the teams.  Both are
profit-motivated and always have
an eye on their images and market
support (not to mention the bot-
tom line).  
It is politically correct today, in

most markets, to say they support
‘Black Lives Matter,’ but few will
do more than issue press releases.
Contrarily, you could ask how

sports teams became responsible
for social justice.  
Is the NFL any different from

other major corporations?  In-
deed, a half dozen ran commer-
cials on Oprah Winfrey's network
during her airing of a two-part
conversation on race last week.
But is that any different than
Goodell's newfound religion
I found those commercials to be

insulting, for several obvious rea-
sons.
That's also why I put much of

the onus on Black athletes to drib-
ble to the vanguard of this move-
ment.  
They collectively have the

power to force their employers to
'do the right thing,' whatever that
is. 
I applaud the NFL's commit-

ment to spend $250 million with
Black organizations over the next
decade.  But I also assume that
commitment is a byproduct of

African American players' lobby-
ing more so than a new sense of
morality by owners.
For in truth, to Black athletes,

the Floyd execution was an excla-
mation point on American
apartheid.  It touched every Amer-
ican's soul (or least those with
one) and sent shivers down the
spine of Black people.  
It also caused them to look over

their shoulders and to question
who was standing against racism,
and who was complicit by their
silence. 
Every Black athlete except

Tiger is at least minimally aware
of both history and ‘His-story.’  
They are forced to live with

racial profiling, abuse, harass-
ment, and lynchings.  Despite
their money, they know they are
still viewed by some--many--as
‘inferior.’ 
They are unequal, and in some

cases, scorned.  
As comedian Chris Rock once

said, despite his millions and sta-
tus, there is not a White in Amer-
ica who would change places with
him.
Government statistics show we

are stopped eight times more than
often Whites and we are twice as
likely than Whites to die at the
hands of police. There have been
three killings since Floyd, and
two lynchings.  
And despite their fame and

money, Black professional ath-
letes recognize that they are still
Black, and they too can find
themselves begging for their dead
mother's intervention as a police
officer chokes out their last
breath.
That's why Irvin and Avery

Bradley has formed a coalition of
Black players who refuse to be si-
lenced.
They recognize that fame does-

n't isolate you from racism.  And

they know each member of the
tribe has a responsibility to each
other.
And that includes the handful of

players who are provided exemp-
tions under the Michael Jordan
rule.
(The Jordan rule originated

from the Spike Lee movie 'Do the
Right Thing' when a racist White
character provided Jordan an ex-
emption from racist categoriza-
tion because of his superior
athletic prowess and public con-
duct---meaning he was non-offen-
sive.  In other words, he wasn't
like 'the other darkies.')
Ironically, there is a flip side to

the Jordan exemption.  
'Mike' has been criticized by

other Black athletes because he
refused to champion Black causes
or invest in Black community
ventures. 
It was once reported that a

Chicago Bulls' teammate with
Milwaukee ties was fired for out-
ing Jordan (implying he was a
House Negro).
Not all 'exemptions' are so des-

ignated.  Take Reggie White, for
example.  White America suppos-
edly loved the minister of de-
fense.  But there's a reason why
Heaven is not going to be a
crowded place.
I vividly recall how 'Reverend

Reggie,’ was profiled and stopped
by Green Bay police for the un-
written law of being in the com-
pany of a White woman.  
Ironically, the White woman in

question was his wife, who hap-
pened to be a light-hued sister.  
What initially drew the 'peace

officer's' attention was that the
Whites were driving in an expen-
sive car, which shouldn't have
been a problem since 99% of the
African Americans in Green Bay
play for the Packers.
Ironically, White once said that

God directed him to Green Bay, a
community without a soul food
restaurant, and previously known
as a city that wasn't accommodat-
ing to Black folks, other than
those incarcerated in the Green
Bay prison.  
Even today, the city doesn't

have a soul food restaurant or a
barber who can cut black hair.
Milwaukee businesses once sup-
plied those services ---the Bunga-
low catered food and my barber,
Sandy Horton, would drive up to
cut some nappy locks.
Maybe when Green Bay has

African American cheerleaders,
and Aaron Rogers declares no
racist can consider themselves a
Christian or a fan, we will no
longer have a repeat of this con-
versation.
Until then, Black professional

athletes will have an important
role to play, and a position at the
vanguard of the struggle.
Hotep

(continued from front page)

Johnson calls for 10%
budget reduction for police

plete requested information.”
Hinton stressed there is no dead-

line for the WRAP program, and
SDC will process requests until
the funding runs out. 
However, the SDC executive di-

rector could not predict whether
additional funding will be forth-
coming and thus recommended
applicants apply as soon as possi-
ble.
Hinton also announced that

SDC would receive additional
funding to provide mental health
services for people impacted by
the pandemic.
To learn of income guideline

and other requirements for WRAP,
call SDC at 414-906-2700.

(continued from front page)
SDC

SIGNIFYIN’: A Change of Heart
(continued from page 5)
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