
Despite his verbal misstep, Black Americans will still go for Joe!
www.milwaukeecommunityjournal.com 25 Cents BULK RATE

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

PERMIT NO. 4668

W I S C O N S I N ’ S  L A R G E S T  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  N E W S P A P E R

VOL. XLIII Number 45 May 27, 2020

COPINGWITH
COVID-19

COURTNEY 
JOHNSON
Golda Meir H.S.

AALIYAH 
RAVE 

North Division H.S.

AMARIAH EPPS
RONALD
Reagan H.S.

ASANI
MASHAKA
Washington H.S.

JAIDEN 
RUSSELL 
Rufus King H.S.

KAMYIAH 
THOMPSON
Riverside H.S.

KENYATTA 
PARKS 

Bradley Tech H.S.

DAELON 
ADAWAY

Golda Meir H.S.

DE'ANGEL 
WILLIAMS 
Washington H.S.

LONDON 
BATES 

Golda Meir H.S.

MAKAYLA 
REED 

Vincent H.S.

NADIA 
CHANEY 

Golda Meir H.S.

NAOSHI 
JOHNSON
Pulaski H.S.

NIYA 
FRIEND 
Madison H.S.

NOAH 
COTTON

Rufus King H.S.

NYSHELLE 
WILSON

MKE Sch.of Languages

SEQUOIA 
BATCHELOR
Pulaski H.S.

SHAK'LA 
HARRINGTON 
Golda Meir H.S.

TANYA 
MCNEAL

Washington H.S.

TAYLOR 
EVANS 

Barack Obama H.S.

ZAHARA 
HASSAN 
Hamilton H.S.

These are just a few of the hundreds of graduates from high schools
in the Milwaukee Public School (MPS) district, the state’s largest school
district. Like other school systems across the country, these seniors
have found their final year more than a little “challenging.” The coron-
avirus (COVID-19) pandemic has forced them to learn in a different en-
vironment (home), in which they found themselves online more, and for
something other than to post photos or converse with friends; and let’s
just say their “instructors” were individuals they knew on a first name basis (“mom” and “dad”). These stu-
dents, born after 9/11/01, have experienced, survived, and even thrived during this most challenging time
in our nation’s history other than the aforementioned date that also challenged our resolve as a nation in
the shadow of national tragedy. But, it has also made them—we believe—more sensitive to the needs of
others because they’ve seen and heard of sickness and death due to the virus; job loss, social distancing,
face masks, rubber gloves, eating take-out at home and, yes, even food shortages (even toilet paper short-
ages). But these times no doubt have also made them more conscientious of their neighborhood, loved
ones, and world issues that, before, they had only learned about while at school or barely paid attention to
on television and radio: a world struggling with the same challenges we’re facing here. More importantly,
these times have made them stronger inwardly (spiritually) and, we’re quite sure, more resilient and ac-
cepting of the challenges ahead, and empathetic—whether that be college or employment. These students
are “COVID-Strong” and ready for the world!—Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

SPECIAL
FOCUS

THE CLASS
OF 2020

Elijah Lock (pictured below right and above, a Milwaukee Lutheran High School stu-
dent, was given a surprise “Drive-by” graduation parade to celebrate his important life
milestone recently. The unusual graduation ceremony was given by Courtney Kelly,
Shenita Terry (pictured above with Lock and members of
his family and neighbors), and Marvelle Brown (not pic-
tured). The event was part of a social media project titled,
“Adopt a High School Senior-Milwaukee. Lock—who was
“adopted” by  Kelly, Terry, and Brown—also received a
graduation cake and gifts. - Photos by Yvonne Kemp
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M3 (pronounced M-Cubed) is a
joint initiative among the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Mil-
waukee Area Technical College
and MPS aimed at closing equity
gaps and transforming the future of
young people through the power of
public education.
The partnership celebrated the

2019-20 early college program
class of 54 MPS seniors, a 70% in-
crease from last year’s inaugural
class. 
The latest class is also the first to

take two semesters’ worth of col-
lege courses after the program
launched in the Spring 2019 semes-
ter.

The accomplishments are all the
more impressive given how stu-
dents had to navigate the chal-
lenges that arose from the
COVID-19 pandemic, including
the switch to full-time online in-
struction at MPS, UWM and
MATC.
“Although we are not able to

walk across the stage, every single
last one of us will always be able to
walk into our future with our heads
held high and with renewed
strength,” Tanya McNeal, a senior
at Washington High School of In-
formation Technology, said in a
recorded address shown during the
online ceremony on Thursday, May

21. The event can be viewed at the
MPS YouTube channel.
The early college program,

which is also called the M3 Path-
ways program, provides MPS sen-
iors an opportunity to experience
the rigors of college life by attend-
ing courses on the MATC and
UWM campuses.
The 2019-20 class met in the fall

and spring semesters, with students
earning up to 20 transferable col-
lege credits in core courses includ-
ing math, English and science, as
well as electives including cultures
and community and educational
psychology.
“M3, as a public education net-

work, is going to lift our city and
nurture you as you develop into
critical thinkers, strong leaders and
the innovators who are going to
help Milwaukee for decades to
come,” UWM Chancellor Mark

M3honors Milwaukee Public
Schools seniors graduating
with early college credit
The latest class of Milwaukee Public Schools high

school seniors to complete the M3 early college pro-
gram was honored with a virtual ceremony, capping a
year of growth for the trailblazing partnership involv-
ing Milwaukee’s three largest public education insti-
tutions.

Tanya McNeal, pictured here in a screenshot from the virtual graduation ceremony, called the
M3 early college program a “life-changing” experience.

“With an increased number of
folks applying for FoodShare
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we want to make sure

farmers markets across Milwau-
kee County are safe places for
shoppers to use their benefits,”
said Extension Healthy Com-

munities Coordinator Meg
Kilkenny. “The Milwaukee
Farmers Market Coalition has
been meeting every other week
to discuss and strategize how to
open safely.”
Milwaukee County farmers

markets are opening with phys-
ical distancing measures imple-
mented to keep market staff,
volunteers, vendors, and shop-
pers safe. MFMC is encourag-
ing markets to connect with
their health departments to get
questions answered about their
safe operations plan. 
While farmers markets might

look different this year, they are
more important than ever as
spaces for fresh food access
throughout Milwaukee County.
With disruptions to the national
food supply chain, farmers mar-
kets provide an option for access
that is community-based and
supports the local economy. 
“It’s never been more impor-

tant to support local farmers,
food producers, and small busi-

Extension and partners build
capacity for QUEST Card/EBT
use at Farmers Markets

(continued on page 6)

The Milwaukee Farmers Market Coali-
tion (MFMC) is working to make sure
that SNAP/EBT programs at farmers mar-
kets operate in a safe manner this season.

(continued on page 6)

In recognition of Mayfair Mall reopening and as a symbol of hope and inspiration during these
challenging times, Mayfair and AWE (Artists Working in Educatioin) have put up a billboard at
the corner of Highway 100 and North Avenue. Titled, “Stronger Together,” the billboard features
art created by students at Doerfler Elementary School. The art work was created as part of AWE’s
Artist-in-Residence program, and was scheduled to be shown publicaly at the school until the
state-wide shutdown—due to the pandemic—prevented that. The art is now showcased promi-
nently on the billboard.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp
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COPING WITH COVID-19
INFO & UP-TO-DATE NEWS ON HOW THE COMMUNITY IS DEALING WITH THE PANDEMIC

Starting this week, the Wisconsin Na-
tional Guard will be pausing COVID-
19 testing at its Midtown Center.
Residents of Milwaukee’s North Side
neighborhoods can still access diagnos-
tic COVID-19 testing at nine area hos-
pital systems and community health
centers.
Anyone experiencing COVID-19 symptoms

should call their healthcare provider to set up an
appointment. If you do not have a provider, call 2-
1-1 to find a convenient location where you can
speak with a nurse about your symptoms and be
tested. There are no insurance, income or immigra-
tion restrictions for receiving a COVID-19 diag-
nostic test. All are welcome.
“In addition to the work of the National Guard,

our healthcare system has testing available for
symptomatic individuals at multiple locations
across the city,” said Mayor Tom Barrett. “Do not
let cost, lack of insurance or absence of a primary
care doctor keep you from receiving care. There
are plenty of resources available to help you dur-
ing this time, and we want to encourage you to
take advantage of them to keep yourself, and your
community, safe.”
COVID-19 testing sites on Milwaukee’s North

Side are offered by Ascension Wisconsin, Advo-
cate Aurora Health, Froedtert & the Medical Col-
lege of Wisconsin, Milwaukee Health Services,
Inc., Outreach Community Health Centers and
Progressive Community Health Centers. 
Individuals will have the opportunity to speak

with a nurse to:
• Understand and identify COVID-19 symptoms
•  Learn what precautions to take while waiting

for test results
• Receive instructions on how to treat illness at

home and keep family members safe from virus
exposure
• Help manage chronic conditions like diabetes

and asthma while in isolation

•  Access medications, behavioral health services
and other health care needs
• Get connected to the Special Supplemental Nu-

trition Program for Women, Infants, and Children,
insurance coverage and other social services

Locations and Contact Information:

Milwaukee Health Services, Inc.
2555 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Drive
8200 W. Silver Spring Drive
(414) 372-8080

Outreach Community Health Centers
210 W. Capitol Drive
(414) 727-6320

Progressive Community Health Centers
3522 W. Lisbon Ave.
(414) 882-2040

Ascension St. Joseph
5000 W. Chambers Street
(833) 981-0711

Ascension Columbia St. Mary’s 
Family Health Center
1121 W. North Ave.
(833) 981-0711

Ascension All Saints Family Heath Center
2400 W. Villard Ave.
(833) 981-0711

Aurora Health Center Midtown
5818 W. Capitol Drive
(877) 819-5034

Froedtert North Hills Health Center
W129 N7055 Northfield Dr.
Menomonee Falls, WI, 53051
(414) 372-8080

Nine Testing Sites Available
for Milwaukee’s North Side
Neighborhoods

COVID-19 is a deadly
virus for which there is
currently no vaccine, and
across the nation cities
are struggling with how
best to reopen their
economies while protect-
ing the health and welfare
of their residents, and
Milwaukee is no differ-
ent.
Over the past several weeks we

each have known people infected,
impacted or who have died from
COVID-19. 
The infection rate and spread re-

main high, and last weekend the
City of Milwaukee had a spike of
positive cases of the coronavirus,
and we have increased by some
530 positive cases in the past day
or two. 
Though progress is being made

there is obviously more work that
needs to be done battling this
virus, and testing is a crucial part
of keeping more in the community

from being impacted.
Through tomorrow (Saturday,

May 23), the National Guard will
continue to provide free COVID-
19 testing at the Midtown Center
location at 5825 W. Hope Ave. (11
a.m. to 8 p.m.). Testing will be
paused at that location after tomor-
row.
Free testing will continue next

week Monday through Saturday
on the south side at 2701 S. Chase
Ave. (UMOS). The hours at that
site will remain 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
NOTHING is more important

than your health and the health of
your loved ones during the pan-
demic, and we urge everyone to
continue taking precautions (wear-
ing a face mask, washing hands,
social distancing and staying home
if possible) and following the Mil-
waukee Health Department’s new
Moving Milwaukee Forward
Safely (MMFS) order.
Under MMFS:
•All businesses are allowed to

be open to some degree.
•Safe business practices now

state that locations can have up to

25% or the total established occu-
pancy limit or 1 person for every
30 square feet.
•Gyms are now allowed to be

open with a capacity limit of 10 -
location specific not per room.
•Faith based congregating is still

limited to 10 people per location.
Please go to

city.milwaukee.gov/MMFS for ad-
ditional information on the MMFS
order.
The pandemic (and the Safer-at-

Home order) has caused signifi-
cant losses and difficulties for
local businesses, and we urge busi-
nesses to explore possible re-
sources and programs for
assistance. 
The City of Milwaukee has

launched the Milwaukee Business
Restart program website where
you can find out how the Milwau-
kee Restart program uses federal
relief funds to assist established
Milwaukee businesses as they re-
cover from COVID-19-related set-
backs. The website can be
accessed by searching city.mil-

Reopening only works by
keeping our community safe
Article by Alderpersons 
Russell W. Stamper, II, Milele
A. Coggs, Ashanti Hamilton,
Khalif J. Rainey, Chantia
Lewis and Nikiya Dodd

(continued on page 6)

Children’s book author and former
NPR journalist, Lora Hyler has writ-
ten a new children’s book, Our Bod-
ies Stay Home, 
Our Imaginations Run Free in-

spired by Emory Global Health Insti-
tute. 
Children within the U.S. and

throughout the world have seen their
normal lives uprooted by coronavirus
and are experiencing the emotional
lows and highs unforeseen just two
months ago.
“As I saw the children in my

neighborhood deal with missing their
classmates and their teacher, play-
dates, visits with family, and trips to
favorite places, my heart went out to
them. 
I knew children everywhere were

struggling, and wanted to help ease
their pain,” said Hyler. “I’d love to
reach kids ages 6-10+.”
Hyler’s children’s book career

began two years ago with the publi-
cation of her debut middle grade
novel featuring multicultural super-
heroes, CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing

technology, and spy
gadgets, 
The Stupendous

Adventures of
Mighty Marty Hayes.
She was writing book
two in her three-part se-
ries when coronavirus hit. 
“Emory Global Health

Institute encouraged authors to create

a body of work for children that
could be shared around the world. I
embraced the challenge, and shortly
after, signed a new contract with my
publisher. I want kids to know they
can be sad one moment, and still
enjoy humor and laughter, the next,”
said Hyler. “I want them to walk
away knowing how to stay safe and
come out stronger.”
Pre-orders are now available

through the publisher, Henschel-
HAUS Publishing with free shipping
through June 15. 

Following that date, Our
Bodies Stay Home, Our
Imaginations Run
Free will be avail-
able in bookstores,
on shelves and via
special order, and
via Amazon. 
The author rec-

ommends visits to
independent, local

bookstores to provide an
economic boost during this dif-

ficult time.

New Coronavirus Book
Helps Children Understand
Changes in their Lives

Lora Hyler
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The dynamic duo is back together
again. Gospel star, Earnest Pugh, has
reunited with Blacksmoke Music
Worldwide CEO, Kerry Douglas, on
the soul-stirring Billboard Top Ten
Gospel Airplay chart radio smash,
“God Wants to Heal You.” 
Over a decade ago, they created a

string of hits together such as “For
My Good,” “Every Promise” and the
No. 1 smashes “Rain on Us” and “I
Need Your Glory.”  
Pugh’s five-octave vocal range and

Douglas’ guerilla marketing tactics
made them an unbeatable team. 

After years apart, they have picked
up where they left off to release
Pugh’s tenth album, “The Outpour
Experience Live” (Blacksmoke
Music Worldwide), which is now
available everywhere music is con-
sumed. Listen link:
https://lnkfi.re/TheOutpourExperi-
ence
The fourteen-track album was pro-

duced by Keith Williams, Michael
Bereal and Marque Walker. It opens
with the ballad “Your Glory” which
begins as a Jazzy conversation with
God and morphs into a majestic wor-
ship anthem that shows off Pugh’s 5-
octave range on the climax. 
However, it’s not all balladry.

There are up-tempo singalong tracks
such as “Thank You So Much,” “The
Grace Dance,” “Grateful,” and the
Go-Go rhythm, “Awesome God.” It
closes with the current, soul-stirring
Top ten single, “God Wants to Heal
You.” 
“I think `Outpour’ will be my last

full album,” Pugh says. “In the fu-

ture, I think I’ll concentrate on sin-
gles and tracks because that's where
the industry is right now. In addition,
I want to broaden my horizons be-
yond merely singing. 
I want to expand my philanthropic

endeavors to do more charity because
the needs are so great right now. I
also want to finally finish my doctor-
ate in theology at the Dallas Theolog-
ical Seminary so that I can become a
professor at a university. 
“It’s also my aim to begin to get

film and television placements for
my music.”
The film and television placements

have already begun. Under the guid-
ance of Pugh’s manager, Vanzil
Burke (of Burke Management), he’s
already bagged a couple of big looks.
His 2009 recording “Praise Break
`The Sundoe’” has been featured in
CBS’ “The Neighborhood” sitcom
which stars Cedric the Entertainer.
His 2017 hit “Trade It All” was re-
cently featured in the BETHer movie
premiere of director Coke Daniel’s

film, “His, Hers and The Truth,”
which stars Brad James and Ashley
A. Williams. 
“After the movie made such a

major impression at the Black Film
Festival in Miami last year, the pro-
ducers called and asked me for a
song that would go with a certain
scene in the movie," Pugh recalls.
“Because my repertoire is mostly
gospel music, I felt that the only song
I had that would be fitting and proper
would be my remake of Joe Cocker’s
`You Are So Beautiful.’ 
They never replied to my email

when I sent that song but instead,
they called and said they were going
through my body of work and found
`Trade It All.’ I called CEO of
Blacksmoke Music, Mr. Kerry Dou-
glas and he said by all means we
should give clearance for the song to
be on the soundtrack and the rest is
history.” With the release of “Out-
pour,” we think Pugh has more his-
tory to make.

RELIGIONRELIGION

Eid Prayer
Services to
be Held at
Homes
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
USA to continue to make its
mosques open for essential serv-
ices only
While the COVID-19 pandemic persists, Ah-

madiyya Muslim Community USA will be celebrat-
ing Eid-ul-Fitr at individual homes.  All mosques of
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA remain open
for essential services, such as blood and food dona-
tions. 
During Ramadan, members of Ahmadiyya Mus-

lim Community USA strengthened their relationship
with God by serving His people. Self-sacrifice, the

core teaching embodied by fasting in this Holy
Month, propelled members to serve their local com-
munities during the COVID-19 pandemic through
blood drives, food drives and delivery of hygiene
kits to needy.  In addition, the Community held Vir-
tual Interfaith Iftars to draw people together of dif-
ferent spiritual backgrounds. 
Earlier this year, His Holiness Mirza Masroor

Ahmad, Khalifa (Worldwide Head) of the Ah-
madiyya Muslim Community, instructed that while
“observing precautionary measures...help whoever
[you] can. To please Allah, it is essential that one
takes care of His creation and most importantly, be-
seech Allah the Almighty’s mercy for their own sake
and for the sake of mankind.”
To support Eid services around the country, Ah-

madiyya Muslim Community USA has provided all
its members with guidance and instruction on how
to conduct and lead an Eid service from their homes. 
Though the Community is unable to open their

mosques for Eid prayer, its members will reflect with
gratitude on all that it has learned during this Ra-
madan through service to humanity.  
The Community continues to offer essential serv-

ices through its aid organization, Humanity First
USA (usa.humanityfirst.org).

ith area
churches
closed

due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the city’s 
“stay-at-home” order, the Milwaukee
Communnity Journal’s 
WEEKEND EDITION can now be
found and read ONLINE! 
Just go to milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com and click on the cover of the
WEEKEND EDITION! You will then be
able to read it online the same way
you can read the MCJ online! 

GETGET
YOURYOUR
WEEKWEEK
ENDEND
EDITIONEDITION
ONLINE!ONLINE!

WW

EARNEST PUGH AND KERRY
DOUGLAS REUNITE FOR
BILLBOARD TOP TEN SMASH
“GOD WANTS TO HEAL YOU!”

NEW ALBUM
“THE 
OUTPOUR 
EXPERIENCE”
IS AVAILABLE
NOW

Why governments
should not be
deeming in-person
worship essential
By Mark Silk, courtesy of 
religionnews.com
Posted May 26, 2020
On September 19, 1796, a couple of

months before the election that would
choose his successor, President Washing-
ton used his Farewell Address to convey
what has become a proof text for those
who argue that religion must play a big
role in American public life.

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to
political prosperity, religion and morality are indis-
pensable supports...And let us with caution indulge
the supposition that morality can be maintained
without religion. 

“Whatever may be conceded to the influence of
refined education on minds of peculiar structure,
reason and experience both forbid us to expect that

national morality can prevail in exclusion of reli-
gious principle.”
Leaving aside for a moment who Washington may

have meant by "minds of peculiar structure," his
statement is the ancestor of the prepared remarks
that Donald Trump delivered at an unscheduled
press briefing on Friday (May 22).

“Today I’m identifying houses of worship,
churches, synagogue and mosques as essential
places that provide essential services. Some gover-
nors have deemed liquor stores and abortion clinics
as essential, but have left out churches and other
houses of worship. 

“It’s not right. So I’m correcting this injustice and
calling houses of worship essential. I call upon gov-
ernors to allow our churches and places of worship
to open right now.

“Asserting that these were "places that hold our
society together and keep our people united," Trump
wrapped up by declaring, "In America, we need
more prayer, not less." 
Trump is entitled to his opinion, of course, but in

the United States neither presidents nor governors
should be deciding whether houses of worship are
(or are not) essential. 
The question for civil authorities should be to

what extent does their responsibility for public
safety empower them to limit peoples' religious free
exercise. 

Earnest Pugh

(continued on page 7)

RELIGIOUS OPINION
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES “Of all the forms of inequality, 
injustice in healthcare is the most
shocking and inhumane.”

—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

   )

Presidential candidate Joe 'foot in
mouth' Biden didn't waste any time doing
damage control for his caustic assertion
that an African American who doesn't
vote for him this fall is an Uncle Tom. 
Well, that's not exactly how he put it.
Actually, Biden--who is the preemptive Democratic Party nominee be-

cause of the 'apparently Black enough vote'--told radio host  'Charlamagne
tha God,' if he didn't' know the difference between himself and Donald
Trump, he is not Black.
Same difference.
Any way you interpret it, Biden may have given himself a 'black eye' (no

pun intended) by verbally pimp slapping his Black supporters, most of whom
were willing to ignore his other 'mishaps.'  
At the very least, Biden's 'defining declaration' was ill-timed, disingenu-

ous, and insulting.
“But I'm still gonna vote for him this November!
The extent to which his sarcastic comments will come back to haunt him

is anybody's guess and will depend, in part, on how much Black apologists,
die-hard Black Democrats, and pragmatic Black leaders condemn the former
vice president.
The standard political damage control template suggests utilizing a 'Black'

advisor to declare his 'comments were taken out of context.'  
That tactic is followed immediately by a politically motivated apology,

made before a Black organization or clergy.  Tears are unnecessary in this
case since the 'crime' didn't involve sex or violence. 
Biden appeared sincere when he issued his apology the next day, but not

entirely convincing to an audience that has been dissed for 400 years. If his
apology doesn't convince enough fence-sitters, I wouldn't be surprised if
Biden's former boss, Barack Obama, is tasked with interceding.
Until then, I doubt if you'll convince all segments of our tribe to totally

trust the former VP.  
Many will recall Biden's voting record and his association/friendship with

'conservatives' that fueled his poor showing during the presidential debates. 
Several social media blogs have already suggested that Biden sounded

eerily similar to Donnie Trump, who recently said he was being facetious
after suggesting a disinfectant will kill the COVID-19 virus.  
But words count; and just as a report revealed Friday that there's been a

150% increase in accidental poisonings since 45IQ's asinine statement,
Biden's insult will linger. 
Moreover, just as quickly as Democrats seized on the Trumpster's stupid-

ity, Republicans have introduced commercials on Biden, asking if Black peo-
ple are mere pawns, and the Democrats believe we can't think for ourselves.
Their words had a tinge of truth, but it doesn't matter, because most of us

will bite our lip and vote for Biden this fall.
In one respect, I'm glad Biden spoke off-script.
Without regard for the ramifications of his comment, he drew attention to

the existence of what I refer to as “Black Missionary Politics.” This paradigm
has undermined Black empowerment since the Lyndon B. Johnson Admin-
istration.
Biden's arrogance may have opened the door for closer scrutiny of how

Black voters are perceived by the DNC, and how its leadership high jacked
the Black Freedom Train and recast the Black Power Agenda.  
If there was any doubt about the Democratic Party's belief it has the

African American vote under its thumb, Biden erased that uncertainty while
playing (or preying), upon our insecurity and ignorance.  
It's a 21st-century take on the Willie Lynch scheme fronted by the same

folks who took the teeth out of affirmative action, implying it was for our
own good.  

The same for the racist crime bill. And let's not forget how they enacted
regulations for the welfare program to ensure generational poverty.  And
then pulled the rug from under that financial drug.
One of the most glaring examples was convincing us that educational

apartheid was just and fair.  When we finally figured out that scheme, they
convinced us that desegregation was actually integration.  
Senator Kamala Harris touched on that fallacy during the debates, ripping

into Biden, and temporarily knocking him off stride.  
But she'll vote for him as well. Even if she isn't named his running mate.
In one sense, Biden's and the DNC's past sins can be put on the historic

back burner. Our focus today should be on the Pandora's box he opened that
reveals how a wing of the party (so-called ‘progressives’) is systematically
muting our cries for justice while serving as a pied piper leading us over the
cliff while playing a medley of past lies and empty promises.
As I have noted repeatedly over the last decade, we have as much to fear

from the progressive wing of the party than we do from conservative, hard
right wing-nut Republicans.
The progressives have spent the last decade redirecting the Freedom Train

to run in a circular track.  They have all but controlled the Civil Rights Move-
ment, and convinced us Polka music is really Old School R&B.  
Groups like the Wisconsin White Working Family Party use their media

outlets like the Shepherd Express to dictate who we must vote for, which
'Colored' politician speaks for us, and which biblical scriptures are to be dis-
regarded if not denounced.
We are traitors—not really Black—if we send our children to the same

non-government schools they send their children to. 
We are idiots if we applaud independent and unbrought Black leaders.   As

Biden suggested, we lose two shades of melanin if we vote for someone not
designated as the White Knight in Tarnished Armor.
And even those of us who understand the game find ourselves with no al-

ternative other than to vote for the left-wing as it is a better alternative than
the bleached hair liar who justifies White supremacy and believes he has the
right to grab a woman by her private parts.
That's why I will begrudgingly vote for Biden this fall.
I've been trying for decades to educate our community on how this system

of missionary politics works, and who benefits.
I've gone so far as to suggest the Republicans and the Democrats are fun-

damentally different wings on the same bird, which, although true, has re-
sulted in my being ostracized by Negroes (different shade of Black person)
who believe crumbs are better than promises.
.They will posit that Democrats 'feel our pain' and, at the very least, are

'concerned' about poverty, crime, education, and homelessness.  
Of course, the fact that neither party has put forth recommendations to re-

verse those social ills is never mentioned.  
In fact, neither has Biden.
Thus, I continue to question how the parties differ other than their rhetoric

and path toward financial security for the special interests that control them.
One analogy best describes my theory:  The Democrats, who have fought

initiatives empowering Black America, created poverty programs they run

In Letter to 
Congress: Black
Wealth 2020 Sends
Plea for Unity in 
Pandemic Relief
Black-owned businesses got
little relief under PPP
By Hazel Trice Edney
(TriceEdneyWire.com) - As the U. S. House of Representatives

awaits the political fate of another multi-trillion dollar coronavirus re-
lief bill, called the "Heroes Act", Black Wealth 2020 (BW2020), a na-
tional catalyst for economic justice for African-Americans, is pressing
Congressional leaders to unify for equity for the millions of pandemic
victims who have yet to receive it.
"Each of our respective national organizations is comprised of mem-

berships who are struggling to adjust to the realities of the COVID-19
pandemic. Though the members of this coalition have made every effort
to guide their members to resources designed to help them navigate
stimulus programs like the Payroll Protection Program, our organiza-
tions see the need to implement equitable and transparent programs that
help disadvantaged communities weather this unprecedented storm,"
states a letter from BW2020, primarily addressed to House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-
Ky.), House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) and Senate
Minority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.). 
The letter states that the previous CARES Act (PPP), was worthy of

applause for its "valiant efforts by members of Congress." But many
"businesses in the minority community were not able to receive" equi-
table financial relief.
Among a string of benefits that could significantly impact Black peo-

ple, the Democratic-led $3 trillion proposal would provide $900 billion
in federal funding to states and cities; another round of stimulus checks
and possible expansion of unemployment claims. 
But the bill passed the House along close partisan lines 208-199; so

political observers doubt that it will make it through the Republican-
led Senate any time soon if ever. Senate leaders say it's too much money
for the deficit. They were expected to take it up after Memorial Day
this week. 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), has called the

House bill "an unserious product" and President Trump, who would
have to sign it, called it "dead on arrival". But Senate leadership has
indicated that they do see the need for more relief and stimulus; there-
fore, members could significantly alter parts of the bill. If the Senate
passes a marked-up version of the bill, there would still be time to ne-
gotiate needed improvements through a Conference Committee, which
is made up of members of the House and Senate. 
Black Wealth 2020 comprises major Black organizations with thou-

sands of members in banking, business and home ownership. "We are
unified in a common goal to shape a black economic policy agenda
around three pillars: promoting black owned businesses, black home-
ownership and black owned banks," the letter states.
The BW2020 letter makes a plea for bi-partisanship despite the draw-

back from Senate Republicans.
"The bill should have bi-partisan support because ours is an economy

that depends heavily on consumer suspending. When Black and brown
people in America have less to spend, the adverse ripple effects will
eventually cost everybody in the country," said Michael Grant, former
president of the National Bankers Association, a Black Wealth 2020
founder, in an interview.
Ron Busby, president/CEO of the U. S. Black Chamber Inc., says

Republicans must beware of the long-term effect of COVID-19 that
could affect the economic principles that they espouse as being impor-
tant to their agenda.
"We're about to lose 35-40 percent of Black-owned businesses in

America due to the pandemic. That's a projected outcome. So, if this
administration is truly concerned - and our president has been touting
the unemployment numbers for Black people - then he must address
the salvation of Black businesses."
The letter was copied strategically to Treasury Secretary Steven

Mnuchin and key committee leaders in the House and the Senate; in-
cluding the House Ways and Means and Banking Committees and the
Senate Appropriations and Finance Committees.

(continued on page 6)

Rep. Nancy Pelosi, 
U.S. Speaker of the House

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

Joe, 
Dems, and 
drinkin’ the 
progressive
missionary
Kool-Aide!

(continued on page 7)
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SUMMONS
NAME CHANGE

I Declare and Affirm my true,
‘Proper Person Stats and Estate’
and assertively Reclaim my
Rightful Social and Cultural Life
of the State. I, ALIYAH KA-
REEMA EL, being a direct de-
scendant of the Ancient
Canaanites / Moabites, assert
my Birthright Claim of Right and
of Title.  Standing squarely and
duly Affirmed, I do Declare, and
Proclaim, upon Divine Law, upon
Nature’s Law; upon Universal
Law; upon my Moorish
Birthrights; upon international
Law; and by Treaty and Consti-
tutional Law; Declare, Proclaim
and say:  I, ALIYAH KAREEMA
EL, being previously misclassi-
fied and misidentified by persons
of the Union States Society,
U.S.A. – doing business at North
America, was falsely – desig-
nated under the colorable, Ward-
ship name, TERRY LEE
LENOIR, and all derivatives
thereof, do hereby refute the
said Misclassifications and
Frauds; making it known to the
Public; and Publish my Cor-
rected Free National Name, At-
tribute and Title. I have decided

to take this time to declare my
Nationality as a Moorish Ameri-
can, and correct my name to re-
flect my religious and customary
beliefs. 
I Declare and Affirm my true,
‘Proper Person Status and Es-
tate’ and assertively Reclaim my
Rightful Social and Cultural Life
of the State. My Declaration,
Correction, Proclamation and
Publication are in sanguineous
and harmonious accord with my
Moorish Nation of Northwest
Amexem / North America ac-
knowledging my Birthrights.
Having Lawfully, Dutifully, and
Legally Obtained and Pro-
claimed my Moorish Nationally
and Birthrights, Name and Title;
in harmony with, in association
with, and in Accord with Divine
Law: The  Archaic Customs, and
the Laws, Rules, Usages of
“The Moorish Divine and Na-
tional Movement”; being Aborigi-
nal and indigenous, and bound
to the North American Continent
by Heritage, by Primogeniture;
by Birthright’ by Natural Birth; by
Freehold; and by Heirship Inheri-
tance.

Dated: 5-12-2020 
By: ALIYAH KAREEMA EL
0153/5-20-27/6-3-2020

SUMMONS
NAME CHANGE

I Declare and Affirm my true,
‘Proper Person Stats and Estate’
and assertively Reclaim my
Rightful Social and Cultural Life
of the State. I, TARIQ
STEPHENS BEY, being a direct
descendant of the Ancient
Canaanites / Moabites, assert
my Birthright Claim of Right and
of Title.  Standing squarely and
duly Affirmed, I do Declare, and
Proclaim, upon Divine Law, upon
Nature’s Law; upon Universal
Law; upon my Moorish
Birthrights; upon international
Law; and by Treaty and Consti-
tutional Law; Declare, Proclaim
and say:  I, TARIQ STEPHENS
BEY, being previously misclassi-
fied and misidentified by persons
of the Union States Society,
U.S.A. – doing business at North
America, was falsely – desig-
nated under the colorable, Ward-
ship name, TERRY LEE
LENOIR, and all derivatives
thereof, do hereby refute the
said Misclassifications and
Frauds; making it known to the
Public; and Publish my Cor-
rected Free National Name, At-
tribute and Title. I have decided

to take this time to declare my
Nationality as a Moorish Ameri-
can, and correct my name to re-
flect my religious and customary
beliefs. 
I Declare and Affirm my true,
‘Proper Person Status and Es-
tate’ and assertively Reclaim my
Rightful Social and Cultural Life
of the State. My Declaration,
Correction, Proclamation and
Publication are in sanguineous
and harmonious accord with my
Moorish Nation of Northwest
Amexem / North America ac-
knowledging my Birthrights.
Having Lawfully, Dutifully, and
Legally Obtained and Pro-
claimed my Moorish Nationally
and Birthrights, Name and Title;
in harmony with, in association
with, and in Accord with Divine
Law: The  Archaic Customs, and
the Laws, Rules, Usages of
“The Moorish Divine and Na-
tional Movement”; being Aborigi-
nal and indigenous, and bound
to the North American Continent
by Heritage, by Primogeniture;
by Birthright’ by Natural Birth; by
Freehold; and by Heirship Inheri-
tance.

Dated: 5-12-2020 
By: TARIQ STEPHENS BEY
0152/5-20-27/6-3-2020

LEGALS&CLASSIFIEDS

Professional Land Surveyor

The Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
(SEWRPC), the regional planning agency for the seven county
greater Milwaukee Area has an immediate opening for a Pro-
fessional Land Surveyor.  The successful candidate will be re-
sponsible for supervising land survey crews in support of the
recovery, perpetuation, monumenting, and referencing of U.S.
Public Land Survey (USPLSS) corners along with high accu-
racy GPS services, and other related surveying activities. Ap-
plicants must be well versed at many skills, including the
following:

• Setting schedules and responsibilities for field crews and techni- 
cians
• Preparing calculations for field crews
• Strong ability to multi-task and work on multiple projects simulta- 
neously
• Proficient in the operation of various types of surveying equip-
ment such as Total Station, GPS equipment, and digital levels to  
establish high order geodetic positions in support of the US
PLSS
• Proficient in post-processing field point data into GIS or CADD 
environments for use in the preparation of final maps
• On-site management of field crews
• Performing analysis (computations) for land surveys, including 
boundary, topographic, and volumetric.
• Physically capable of carrying tools and instrumentation over 
difficult terrain and working outdoors in varying weather condi- 
tions
• Knowledgeable of geospatial concepts and geodetic surveying
• Possessing an interest in GIS and remote sensing technologies
• Ability to work with the public and engineering contractors

Applicants must possess an active Wisconsin Professional
Land Survey (PLS) license or have the ability to obtain a li-
cense within 1-year of the date of hire. Excellent written and
verbal communication skills are essential. An Associates or
Bachelor’s Degree in Surveying, Civil Engineering, or related
field with 5 or more years of practical land surveying experi-
ence is preferable. A valid Wisconsin driver’s license is re-
quired.

Please submit resume and cover letter by June 19, 2020 to:

Ms. Elizabeth A. Larsen, Director of Administration
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
P.O. Box 1607
Waukesha, WI 53187-1607
Phone: (262)547-6721
Fax: (262)547-1103
E-mail: elarsen@sewrpc.org

In a nutshell, among other new policies, the
letter suggests the following:
• A policy that would require credit bureaus

not to report late payments on all credit reports
for three months and a required erasure of late
payments from credit reports for the same pe-
riod that have already been filed. 
• A fund that would be released to banks

from which individuals could redeem up to
$600 to cover one month's payment of a bill
with proof of the bill they are attempting to
pay. 
• The establishment of a $25 million Home

Ownership Assistance and Outreach Program
through HUD. 
• Add $100 million to the Technical Assis-

tance and Outreach Grants through the Minor-
ity Business Development Agency.  
• Establish Micro Enterprise Grants through

the Economic Development Administration for
the many small businesses who have less than
20 employees or are even sole proprietors and
do not have access to as many resources as
their larger counterparts. 
• Add $1 billion to the Community Develop-

ment Block Grant program earmarking those
funds to help the most distressed neighbor-
hoods.
• Expand HUD Section 184 to include

African-Americans (provides 2 percent interest
rate residential mortgages for FHA).
• Introduce and support the American Dream

Down Payment Act. This bill establishes a
down payment assistance program similar to
the 529 college savings program. 

The letter was signed by Grant, Busby, and
other principals of the following organizational
members of Black Wealth 2020: The National
Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher
Education (NAFEO); National Association of
Black-owned Broadcasters; HomeFree-USA;
National Association of Real Estate Brokers
(NAREB); National Association of Securities
Professionals; and the Collective Empower-
ment Group Professionals. 
According to the Joint Center for Political

and Economic Studies, the following are
among the benefits of the proposed "Heroes
Act" that significantly impact Black people:
• Economic Support for Individuals: At-

tempts to provide economic relief to families
by extending the weekly $600 federal pan-
demic unemployment compensation supple-
ment through January 2021. 
• More stimulus: A second round of direct

stimulus payments of up to $1,200 per person
and $6,000 per household to an expanded set
of families. The bill also increases the maxi-
mum Supplemental Food Assistance Program
("SNAP" or "food stamp") benefit by 15 per-
cent, waives work requirements for SNAP ben-
efits, and provides additional funding for child
nutrition programs and the Special Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC). 
• Assistance to impacted renters and

homeowners: $100 billion to support low-in-
come renters avoid eviction, $75 billion to pro-
vide homeowners with direct assistance for
mortgage payments and other housing costs,
and $11.5 billion for housing and health serv-

ices for people experiencing homelessness.
• Subsidies for testing and health Care:

$75 billion for testing and contact tracing, and
$100 billion to hospitals and health care
providers for expenses resulting from the coro-
navirus. 
• Black Businesses and Access to Capital:

Directs additional resources to community de-
velopment financial institutions (CDFIs) and
minority depository institutions (MDIs). 
• Demographic Data: Requires demo-

graphic reporting by the SBA on PPP loans,
and by HHS on COVID-19 cases in nursing
homes. 
• Digital Divide: $4 billion to expand high

speed internet access to those who cannot af-
ford it, and another $1.5 billion to expand in-
ternet access to students and library patrons.
• HBCUs: $1.7 billion for HBCUs and Mi-

nority Serving Institutions hit disparately by
hardships due to the Pandemic, including $20
million for Howard University, and authorizes
and prioritizes grants to HBCU medical
schools.
• Environmental Justice: $50 million to the

EPA for environmental justice grants to study
or address disproportionate impacts of
COVID-19 in communities.
"The Heroes Act is already an essential bill

with significant offerings that will at least
move America closer to the sorely needed re-
lief during this moment of untold suffering
around the nation and world," said Grant. "We
are hoping that the powers that be will set aside
partisanship to allow the necessary aide to flow
amidst this great disaster."

(continued from page 5)

In Letter to Congress: Black Wealth 2020
Sends Plea for Unity in Pandemic Relief

Mone told the students.
The MPS seniors put themselves

in position to reduce their costs to
attend college. Collectively, the 54
students representing 16 MPS high
schools earned 887 college credits. 
The average cost per credit at

most four-year institutions is $337,
meaning the total value of the 887
credits earned amounts to nearly
$300,000.
MPS Superintendent Keith

Posley told the graduates that the
cost savings amounted to an addi-
tional academic scholarship.
“This is an amazing accomplish-

ment and one that carries value as
you transition to full-time college,”
Posley said. 
“While this accomplishment not

only demonstrates your readiness
for college, it also represents a
monetary benefit.”
The pandemic presented a differ-

ent kind of test after UWM, MATC
and MPS moved their classes on-
line. 
Vicki Martin, president of

MATC, said it was OK for students
to acknowledge the difficulties and

disappointments of the last two
months.
But, she added, “To see you

come through so strong is a credit
to your determination to succeed…
I am certain you possess the flexi-
bility and adaption skills necessary
to thrive in any college format.
With so much uncertainty, I’m cer-
tain you have a bright future.”
The Pathways early college pro-

gram is just one prong of the mul-
tifaceted M3 partnership, which
seeks to close equity gaps by work-
ing to achieve goals in three areas:
connecting learning across middle
school, high school and college;
successfully transitioning students
to college; and driving college
completion.
McNeal called the early college

program a “life-changing” experi-
ence and urged MPS juniors to
apply for next year’s class.
“I had the opportunity to take

college courses, get college credit
and have a college transcript while
still being a senior in high school,”
McNeal said. “That’s really a bless-
ing.”

Reopening works
by keeping our
community safe
(continued from page 3)

(continued from page 2)

waukee.gov/restart.
Working collaboratively with the Milwaukee Economic Development

Corporation, city government will provide grants to businesses so that
they can restock perishable inventory, purchase personal protective
equipment, and accommodate social distancing guidance.  The program
is targeted at small businesses significantly impacted by the COVID-19
crisis as the city works to support the restart of neighborhood businesses
in all parts of Milwaukee.
The city anticipates disbursing grants in the coming weeks and will

accept applications from eligible businesses between May 28 and June
12. Businesses are encouraged to visit the website for more details and
to prepare materials that will be needed to complete their application.
Remember to keep staying and being safe and that we are all in this

together.

nesses,” said Fondy Food Center Executive Director Jen Casey.
“When we choose to buy locally, we are helping to lay the ground-
work for a more resilient local food system.”
Many farmers markets accept EBT, including markets that open

in May: Fondy Farmers Market (May 9), West Allis Farmers Mar-
ket (May 9), and the Tosa Farmers Market (May 30).
The Milwaukee Farmers Market Coalition is co-facilitated by

FoodWIse Extension Milwaukee County and Fondy Food Center.
The Coalition works to increase access to and use of farmers mar-
kets by low-income shoppers by making markets a welcoming and
inclusive space for all.
For more on the Milwaukee Farmers Market Coalition: milwau-

kee.extension.wisc.edu/foodwise/milwaukeefarmersmarketcoali-
tion

M3honors Milwaukee Public
School seniors graduating
with early college credit
(continued from page 2)

Supervisor Martin
Recognizes 
Nurses and Staff at 
Milwaukee Hospitals  
Milwaukee County Supervisor Fe-

lesia Martin  issued a statement rec-
ognizing the nursing and all staff
members at Froedtert & Medical
College of Wisconsin, 
Children's Wisconsin, Aurora Ad-

vocate, Milwaukee Health Services,
Inc., and Ascension Wisconsin for

their courage under fire during the
coronavirus pandemic. 

“I would like to thank all of the
nurses and other hospital staff who
continue to serve and care for our
community,” said Martin. “Thank
you for being our heroes and choos-
ing to care for those affected with the
virus, while putting yourself and
loved ones at risk. I extend my deep-
est respect and gratitude for all of the

work you all have continued to do
throughout this pandemic.”
Currently there are 6,577 con-

firmed coronavirus cases in Milwau-
kee County with a total of 259
deaths. Healthcare professionals are
working diligently to combat the
spread of the virus in Milwaukee
County by providing the necessary
resources to support people who are
infected.

Extension and partners
build capacity for 
QUEST Card/EBT use 
at Farmers Markets

Sup. Felesia Martin
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U.S. Census 
Bureau to deliver
2020 Census
questionnaires 
in Wisconsin
The U.S. Census Bureau, in coordination with fed-

eral, state and local health officials, will begin to
drop off 2020 Census questionnaire packets at front
doors of households in Wisconsin starting the week
of May 25.  This is done in areas where the majority
of households do not receive mail at their physical
address. 
The Census Bureau began hand-delivering census materials on

March 15, but suspended all fieldwork for this operation on March
18 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Temporary field staff have been trained to observe all social dis-

tancing protocols and will wear official government-provided per-
sonal protective equipment for their safety and the safety of the public. 
This operation is contactless and follows the most current federal

health and safety guidelines. The health and safety of Census Bureau
staff and the public is always a top priority.
The Census Bureau will deliver

2020 Census invitations and
paper questionnaires at the front
doors of roughly 5.1 million
stateside households, and 92,600
households in Wisconsin. 
This operation is crucial to en-

sure a complete and accurate
count of all communities, which
helps guide hundreds of billions
of dollars in public and private
sector spending per year.  
Although they are found

throughout Wisconsin, there are
high concentrations of "Update
Leave" households in the north-
ern counties, some west-central
counties, and a few in southern or
southwestern Wisconsin. 
People are strongly encouraged

to respond promptly to the 2020
Census using the ID number in-
cluded in the questionnaire
packet. 
Responding with a census ID

or the paper questionnaire helps
ensure the best count of their
community. 
People can respond online, by

phone or by using the paper form
in the packet.
For more information, please

visit the 2020 Census COVID-19
operational adjustments page.
Here are some key points we

hope you will share with your au-
diences:
• The 2020 Census is still tak-

ing place.  Wisconsin is among
the nation’s leading states for
self-response.  
As of May 22, 2020, Wisconsin

ranked 2nd in the nation, with a
self-response rate of 67.2%, com-
pared with the national response
rate of 59.8%. 
• If you already received an in-

vitation to participate in the Census, now is a great time to respond.  
Responding to the 2020 Census is easier than ever before.  You can

respond by internet, phone and mail.  
Use the ID number included in the questionnaire packet or mailing.

Responding with a census ID or the paper questionnaire helps ensure
the best count of your community.
• If you haven’t received an invitation, please be patient.  A Census

Bureau worker will deliver the 2020 Census packet to your door if
you are in an Update Leave household, or where your mail goes to a
Post Office box or does not get delivered to your physical address,
once Update Leave resumes in Wisconsin the week of May 25.  
They are required to be trained to follow social distancing protocols,

and will be provided with personal protective equipment.  
They will just leave the 2020 Census packet - there is no need to

make personal contact, and they should not even knock on your door. 
Participation in the 2020 Census is important to you and your com-

munity.  

The results of the
2020 Census will be
used to inform federal
funding for critical
public services in our
communities for the
next 10 years such as:

Unemployment 
Insurance

Low-Income Home 
Energy Assistance

Supplemental 
Nutrition 
Assistance Program 
(SNAP)

State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program 
(CHIP)

Federal Pell Grant 
Program
Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families

School Breakfast 
Program

Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC)

Community 
Development Block 
Grant Entitlement 
Program

It should make no difference whether liquor
stores or abortion clinics or beauty salons or
movie theaters or anything else is deemed es-
sential. Houses of worship are, or should be,
treated as a thing apart.
Unfortunately, the Supreme Court has re-

quired them not to be. Writing for a 5-4 ma-
jority 30 years ago in Employment Division
v. Smith, the late Justice Antonin Scalia estab-
lished new First Amendment doctrine when
he declared that so long as a law is "neutral"
and "generally applicable," you can't go to
federal court and claim that your free exercise
right has been violated.
Under Smith (and a subsequent decision,

Church of Lukumi Babalu Aye), what you
have to show is that your religious practice
has been singled out for unfavorable treat-
ment, either because the law in question is not
in itself neutral or because it has not been ap-
plied neutrally — i.e. not applied to your reli-
gious practice or institution the same way it is
applied to other practices or institutions.

As a result, in the cases that have been pop-
ping up around the country protesting prohi-
bitions or limits on religious gatherings, the
claim is that it is unfair not to treat these gath-
erings the same way as other places where
people are allowed to go. 
Or, as the Justice Department put it in a let-

ter to California Gov. Gavin Newsom last
week, "Laws that do not treat religious activ-
ities comparable with nonreligious activities
are subject to heightened scrutiny under the
Free Exercise Clause of the First Amend-
ment."
A reasonable case can be made that indoor

religious gatherings should be permitted on
free exercise grounds so long as they are con-
ducted on terms that assure public safety. On
Monday, California issued mandatory guide-
lines that aim to do just that. 
But their legality should not be dependent

on their being neutral and generally applica-
ble. 
That just invites endless litigation over com-

parability and essentiality — i.e. over whether

gathering for communal worship is more like
eating in a restaurant or going to a movie the-
atre. 
To be sure, Trump's remarks had little to do

with the legalities and everything to do with
the politics of motivating his base and paint-
ing his Democratic enemies as anti-religious
in an election year. 
But the ancestral precedent applies there

too. Washington's remarks on the place of re-
ligion in national life were in fact ghosted by
Alexander Hamilton, who was at the time
deeply involved in Federalist efforts to pre-
vent the election to the presidency of his arch-
enemy Thomas Jefferson.
In the 1796 campaign, which he lost by a

small margin to John Adams, the famously
learned Jefferson was repeatedly accused by
Federalists of being an atheist. 
It is fair to assume that his was the mind of

"peculiar structure" that the Farewell Address
targeted for believing that national morality
could prevail in the absence of religious prin-
ciple.

(continued from page 4)

Why governments should not be
deeming in-person worship essential

and profit from, which provide us
with just enough to afford purchases
from a Rent-a-Center, which is
owned by their cousins, the Repub-
licans.
Even acknowledging that scheme,

and the fact we will never enjoy
equality as long as Uncle Sam re-
places the baby daddy as head of
household, we still will vote for the
Democrat, in this case, Joe Biden for
president.
Thus, while Biden has offered

nothing to remedy the ills stagnating
our community, we will still stand in
a long line to vote for him in six
months.
But maybe, the Pandora's box he

opened accidentally while putting
'the God' in his place will provide
motivation to look deeper into the
missionary politics that undergird
partisan politics.  And who knows,
maybe in a hundred years we’ll
scribe a political emancipation
proclamation.
Simply put, we have been pro-

grammed to believe there is no alter-
native to the Democrats and
missionary-style progressive poli-
tics, including an independent polit-
ical party. As someone once
explained to me, we are too dumb, or
maybe too gullible or afraid to es-
cape the political plantation.
That's another reason why we will

talk about Biden's insensitivity but
vote for him when the time comes.
Fortunately, every once and a

while, the fog lifts, and a few of us
step from under the shadow of slav-
ery long enough to assert our
(wo)manhood.  
It happened in 2016---albeit to our

detriment--when enough of us saw
through Hillary's double talk and ex-
ploitation of our pain and decided to
stay home.   Hillary's defense of the
racist crime bill that Biden also sup-
ported along with many Black con-
gressmen, and her exploitation of the
mothers of murdered Millennials,
backfired on her…and us.
And now Biden may be traveling

down the same road.
He is following the breadcrumbs

left by Hillary, assuming he can take
our vote for granted. He probably
thinks Black women are kidding
when they demand a Black woman
as his running mate (Hey Joe,
they’re NOT kidding!). History, and
the support of Obama suggest he
'may be' right.
But then again, he may have mis-

judged the mindset of Black Millen-
nials who have not bought into the
progressive/Democratic Party theol-
ogy. Unlike older Black Americans
who still believe Abe Lincoln issued
the illegal emancipation proclama-
tion because he loved the darkies in-
stead of as a military ploy, these
younger Black voters may actually
read the small print.
For them, Biden's condescending

response may elicit a millennial
backlash that will usher a repeat of
2016.
Older African Americans will

move in lockstep with them Dems as
we've always done.  
We will dance to the Democratic

Party's tune, if for no other reason

than there's a Black drummer in the
band.   But the younger brothers and
sisters, followers of rap and spoken-
word instead of the 'blues,' will re-
spond negatively to the VP's
two-step (Yeah Joe, you BETTER
pick a sista’ for a running mate!).
They will assert in Ebonics and

Standard English that Black people
are not a monolith; we don't all think
the same, dress alike, or see the
world through identical prisms.
To them, Biden's ‘slip of the

tongue’ isn't about partisan politics,
as some would surmise. It's about the
fundamental right of people of color
to think for themselves, unchained
and unbossed by partisan politics.
As many are espousing on the In-

ternet, this controversy is about non-
Black people dictating our agenda,
our culture, and even our ethnicity.  

Who is he, one blog asked, to de-
termine what Black is?  
What does it say when White

teachers can call a brother an Uncle
Tom because he cares about the peo-
ple he was elected to serve more than
the adults he employs?
Who passed the civil rights baton

to the so-called progressives, giving
them the key to the Freedom Train
and set our agenda?
I agree, but being a pragmatist, I’ll

still vote for ‘JB.’
Joe Biden put his foot in his mouth

when he challenged 'tha God's'
Blackness, but it really doesn't make
much difference.  
Whether he misspoke or not is ir-

relevant. 
In fact, I think he knew what he

was saying (but regrets saying it),
and knew what the Black commu-
nity's reaction would be. 
He knows we understand ‘our

role’ and don't have the courage or
sophistication to create our own

party, or engineer our Freedom Train
without coal supplied by 'friends'
and 'benefactors.'  
He knows serving as the deputy to

Barack Obama gives him a ‘get outta
jail free card.’  
And short of him getting caught

having an affair with Sarah Palin or
not knowing the words to an 'Amaz-
ing Grace,' he assumes we'll still
vote for him over 45IQ.

(Yeah, but you better pick a sista’
to be your VP! The sistas ain’t
playin’!)
And he's right.  Biden was at the

bottom of my ranking for presiden-
tial candidates.  But now that he's
been awarded the baton as a result of
his Blacker than Black support, I'll
tap dance my way to the polling
place (facemask on, carrying hand
sanitizer) and give him my vote. I
guess that means I can keep my
'Black' card for another four years.
Hotep.

SIGNIFYIN’
(continued from page 5)

Milwaukee Mayor Tom
Barrett has appointed
Lafayette Crump as
Commissioner of City
Development.
Commissioner-designate Crump is a Milwau-

kee native, an attorney, and a widely respected
figure in the city’s development community.
Currently, Crump is Chief Diversity, Vendor and
Engagement Officer at the Milwaukee 2020 Host
Committee for the Democratic National Conven-
tion.
“Lafayette Crump is an ideal candidate to lead

the Department of City Development because of
his remarkable qualifications and his strong
commitment to connect everyone with Milwau-
kee’s economic success,” Mayor Barrett said.
“Throughout this city there are opportunities for
new investment, more jobs, and improved inclu-
siveness.  Commissioner Crump will be a cham-
pion of this economic development work.”
Crump will succeed Rocky Marcoux, who has

led the Department for almost sixteen years.
Marcoux recently announced his long-planned

retirement.
After graduating from Duke University School

of Law, Crump worked as an attorney at multiple
Milwaukee law firms. 
He has held leadership positions with Prism

Technical Management and Marketing Services,
a company engaged as a consultant on many of
the prominent development projects in Milwau-
kee in recent years including the Northwestern
Mutual Tower, the Fiserv Forum and public
plaza, and the Milwaukee streetcar. 
Almost one year ago, he began his assignment

with the convention host committee. He is an
Adjunct Professor of Law at Marquette Univer-
sity, and was recently President of the Board of
Directors of Safe and Sound.
His appointment as Commissioner of City De-

velopment is subject to Common Council con-
firmation.
The Department of City Development is Mil-

waukee’s lead agency for economic develop-
ment, planning, real estate, commercial corridor
development, and private sector housing devel-
opment.  
Both the Redevelopment Authority of the City

of Milwaukee and the Neighborhood Improve-
ment Development Corporation are housed
within the Department.

Mayor Names
Lafayette Crump to
Head City Development
Commissioner-Nominee is a Champion of
Economic Growth and InclusionCrump
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