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AARP and NNPA
Join Forces for
Riveting Webinar
on Saving Black
Lives During
COVID-19
Pandemic
By Stacy M. Brown,

NNPA Newswire Senior Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

AARP, the nation’s oldest and
largest nonprofit dedicated to empowering Americans 50 and over,
and the National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA), the
trade association of the Black Press
of America, held a briefing to help
provide critical information for those
most at-risk and impacted by the
novel coronavirus.

The 45-minute webinar addressed tools and
resources to help the African American community navigate through the pandemic and included a panel of experts in the fields of health,
caregiving, financial security, and entrepreneurship.
Lorraine Miller and Chris Brown of Burrell
Communications in Chicago coordinated the
webinar, which was titled, “AARP – NNPA
COVID-19 Black Media Update.”
Jointly hosted by NNPA President and CEO
Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., and AARP Vice
President of Multicultural Leadership, Shani
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COVID-19

SPECIAL FOCUS

ALWAYS REMEMBER...

Hosten, the live program also marked
the first appearance
by renowned infectious disease expert
and Meharry Medical
College President Dr.
James Hildreth as a
member of the NNPA
Coronavirus Task
Force and Resource
Center.
DR. Benjamin
“Data is critical, and
Chavis, Jr.
we’ve got to have
NNPA Pres./CEO
testing, testing, testing,” Dr. Hildreth
stated.
“Testing is our best
hope to save lives.
I’ve been insisting
this to the mayor of
Nashville, the governor of Tennessee,
and anyone who will
listen. If we don’t do
widespread testing,
people are going to
Dr. James Hildreth
die, and that’s the
Meharry Medical
bottom line,” he said.
College President
As of the webinar,
more than 609,000 Americans have contracted
COVID-19, the deadly disease that’s caused by
the coronavirus.
There have been at least 25,603 deaths, and
based on incomplete data, African Americans
are disproportionately affected and represent
the majority who’ve died from the virus.
“This is a particularly critical time for the
African American community,” Hosten stated,
noting the various resources AARP has developed, including a Black resources tool kit on its
website.
Chavis stated that it’s essential to get accurate information out as much as possible to the
Black community.
“We want to make sure that during this pandemic, we get information out that will help
save Black lives,” he said.
Rita Choula, AARP’s director of caregiving and
caregiving information resources, said providing

(continued on page 2)

NEVER FORGET!
AT THE RISK OF SOUNDING REDUNDANT
(AGAIN), BELOW WE HAVE SIX THINGS
YOU MUST DO TO PROTECT YOURSELF
AND OTHERS FROM CATCHING THE
CORONAVIRUS!

Graphics courtesy of Center for Disease Control

Cover coughs/sneezes,
don’t touch face

Wash your
hands often

Wear a facemask if
you are sick

Clean surfaces
frequently

Stay home if sick or have
COVID-19 symptoms

Avoid sick people and
practice social distancing
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Science Vs. Myth —
The COVID-19 Crisis

COMMENTARY:
By Bill Fletcher, Jr.,
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Trump’s decision to cut funding for the
World Health Organization (WHO)—which we
warned about last week—is yet another example of his efforts to obscure reality and distance himself from any responsibility for the
mess that the USA finds itself in as a result of
his handling of the COVID-19 crisis.

There is a deeper problem, however, than Trump’s apparent
narcissism and scapegoating. We are seeing the consequences of avoiding reality and replacing reality with what can,
at best, be described as wishful thinking.
In the last couple of weeks, very damaging information has
emerged regarding the handling of the COVID-19 crisis by the
Administration.
It now appears that as early as December 2019, the Administration was being warned about possible dangers from this
outbreak. Indeed, from the early days of the Administration
there were warnings from various departments of the danger
arising from viral pandemics. These were ignored.
The Administration brushed aside scientific evidence and
concerns regarding the pandemic, downplaying its spread and
the depth of the problems we were encountering. It was only
in March that they were forced to shift gears.
But in shifting gears the blame game started, afresh, with a
focus on the Chinese, the WHO, and probably we shall soon
hear that aliens from the Romulan Star Empire were somehow
involved.
Leaving aside the complicity of most Republican elected officials with the Administration’s nonsense, it is time for a reckoning when it comes to reality.
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Should decisions by government in the face of crisis be
based on wishful thinking? Self-aggrandizement? The wishes
of the wealthy? Or should they be based upon facts, data, scientific judgement, and concerns for the population?
The record is clear for anyone to see that the Trump administration blew off reliable information. One must ask why that
is? Was it for fear that reality would have an impact on his election wishes?
Or does he truly believe, in the words of the comedian
George Wallace, that “…that’s the way I see it, and that’s the
way that it ought to be…”
Throughout the course of this Administration we have seen,
time and again, a dismissal of facts and science. The clearest
case is probably in connection with the environment and the
efforts underway to reverse nearly fifty years of legislation and
practice to address pollution and global warning.
But one can also see evidence of this in the Administration’s
illogical withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal, despite all reliable evidence of Iranian compliance with the agreement.
The core of Trump’s base appears to believe that if Trump
says something, then it must be true. As for the rest of us, well,
we will have to ensure that reality is incontrovertible, and to
the benefit of the majority, in November.
Bill Fletcher, Jr. is the executive editor of globalafricanworker.com and former president of TransAfrica Forum.

AARP and NNPA Join Forces for
Riveting Webinar on Saving Black
Lives During COVID-19 Pandemic
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care to family members has its own share of
problems. Still, the coronavirus has made that all
the more challenging.
“People are stressed and worried, not only
about caring for themselves but protecting and
caring for someone in the home or someone long
distance,” Choula stated.
“It’s very important that there is increased conversation with nursing facilities through virtual visitation and phone calls, which is what AARP is
advocating.”
Cristina Firvida, AARP’s vice president of financial security and consumer affairs, noted that
AARP has continued to advocate at the state and
federal level for everyone struggling financially
during the pandemic.
“Our friends, our families are hurting. We focused on how we can get more money in the
hands of individuals as well as businesses,”
Firvida said, adding that AARP lobbied that seniors also receive $1,200 stimulus payments.
She said the original bill allowed for seniors to
receive just $600.
Reginald Nance, AARP’s New York associate
state director of multicultural outreach, noted the
importance of fraud protection and emphasized
that AARP has organized various forms of assistance for seniors nationwide.
“AARP community connections have mutual
aid and support groups where they might help
with grocery shopping, financial assistance, or
emotional support,” Nance stated.
Dr. Hildreth wrapped up the webinar by noting
that the federal government fell asleep at the
wheel and could have prevented much of the
mayhem caused by the coronavirus.

He called the spread of COVID-19 “entirely predictable,” and noted that the lack of planning by
the federal government obviously was bad news
for African Americans.
Dr. Hildreth also stated his frustration with those
who imply that African Americans are more susceptible to the virus.
“Absent a vaccine or a drug, the only way to
protect our communities, which means to keep
the virus out, is we have to have testing,” Dr. Hildreth stated.
“We need to do what South Korea did, which is
to identify the positive tests, do contact tracing,
and screen everybody. We should have a nationally coordinated response because viruses don’t
respect orders,” he said.
Dr. Hildreth continued:
“You might have one state controlling the virus,
but if the neighboring states don’t do that, we’ll
find ourselves right back where we started. Data
is critical. Many are saying that African Americans
are more susceptible to the virus, and that’s absolutely not right.
“We may be more susceptible to severe diseases and death, but the evidence doesn’t support that Black people are more susceptible to the
virus. The only way to prove that is to have an
equal number of African Americans and white exposed to the virus at the same time and determine who got infected at a higher rate. Without
data to support this, those statements drive me
crazy. We have to have more tests.”
Updated information on the coronavirus came
be found at www.aarp.org/coronavirus and at the
NNPA’s www.BlackPressUSA.com COVID-19
tab.

$100 Auto Refi

You could lower your
monthly payment by
reﬁnancing at Brewery CU
and we’ll give you
$100 CASH when you
transfer your current loan.*

414-273-3170

brewerycu.com

1351 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.

*Minimum $5,000 loan amount. Normal loan underwriting guidelines apply. Loan must be transferred from another ﬁnancial institution or ﬁnance company. Vehicle must be used as collateral.
Oﬀer valid for limited time and subject to change. Only one transfer per vehicle. Some restrictions may apply. Membership eligibility required.

48.9 million unbanked consumers may
wait 20 weeks for federal stimulus checks
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Checks can be
cut due to
past-due credit
or bank fees
By Charlene Crowell

As the COVID19 pandemic continues to unfold
with surging confirmed
cases and ever-rising
deaths, the Department of
Labor announced on April
16 that more than 22 million
consumers filed new unemployment claims since late
March.
For these and other
Americans, the federal government’s one-time financial stimulus is intended to
lessen the financial stress
of all households during the
health crisis.
According to the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS), single tax filers whose adjusted gross income was
$75,000 or less can expect
a one-time payment of
$1,200.
For married couples who
filed joint tax returns, the
stimulus would increase to
$2,400. Retired consumers
receiving either Social Security or Railroad benefits
are automatically included.
Consumers who electronically filed their returns and
have a bank account attached to their tax refunds
will be the first to gain stimulus access. Many of these
checks reached bank accounts by April 15.
Conversely, workers who
filed paper tax returns will
be among the last to receive stimulus checks. The
federal law authorizing payments gives IRS until the
end of the 2020 calendar
year to remit payments.
According to IRS’s web,
the agency plans to begin
mailing paper checks the
first week in May, at the
rate of 5 million checks per
week over 20 weeks’ time.
For America’s unbanked
households, a stimulus
check may have been
needed April 1st instead of
sometime in the future.
According to the FDIC’s
most current national report
on the nation’s unbanked,
approximately 24.2 million
households comprised of
48.9 million adults do not
have a financial relationship
with a bank.
Even so, access to these
federal funds can be far
less than the amount issued if it is seized by finan-

(continued on page 4)

48.9 million
unbanked consumers may wait 20
weeks for federal
stimulus checks

The Weekend Edition•SPECIAL EDITION•April 17, 2020 Page 4

(continued from page 3)

cial institutions to repay overdraft transactions. Additionally, creditors holding delinquent accounts may also garnish these funds for repayment.
As much of America awaits the stimulus payments, IRS’
intent to issue paper stimulus checks has attracted broad
and strong pushback from the nation’s banking industry,
formalized in a recent communication to the Treasury
Secretary, Steve Mnuchin.
In an April 3 letter, these industry leaders said, “Checks
are slow to print and mail, expensive to deliver, prone to
being lost, stolen, forged and altered…Our strongest recommendation as private sector payments practitioners is
that paper checks be viewed as a last resort or use of
checks is avoided completely.”
“We fear too, that underbanked Americans will turn to
expensive check cashers or unscrupulous lenders, which
will dampen intended stimulus effects,” added the
bankers.
But according to FDIC, the number one reason (52.7%)
unbanked consumers cited for not having a bank relationship was a lack of sufficient money to maintain it. Other
key reasons for remaining unbanked are a distrust of
banks, and account fees believed to be too high.
For Black Americans, a three-year decline in the number
of unbanked households did nothing to remove the dubious distinction of having the nation’s highest rate of unbanked compared to other races and ethnicities. Black
Americans still lead the nation in the percentage of the nation’s unbanked at 16.9%, followed by Latinos at 14%. By
comparison, whites comprise only 3% of the unbanked. At
all income levels, FDIC’s report states that Blacks and
Latinos are the most likely consumers to lack access to
mainstream credit.
When FDIC added the number of underbanked consumers – those who maintain a bank account but also use
alternative financial services – the South was the most impacted region with nearly 29% affected consumers, followed by the West at 24%.
If America is indeed one nation, one of the important lessons to be gleaned from the COVID19 pandemic is that
communities of color are marginalized in multiple ways
through a diminished access to: health, wealth, income inequality, credit, homeownership, business opportunities
and more.
More than a one-time stimulus check, here’s hoping that
all levels of government will finally face and reckon with
the effects of maintaining a permanent underclass. Black
Americans’ unique journey from slavery, to the Civil War,
Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and forward to today, has been
characterized with unfulfilled promises despite our contributions and sacrifices.
Nor should Black America forget that we were intentionally omitted from federal, state, and local economic recovery efforts like the New Deal that expanded the middle
class for white Americans. Historically, we have lost revenues and resulting wealth that benefited from taxpayer
investments.
In an April 8th comment letter to the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, the Center for Responsible Lending reminded the federal regulator currently reviewing the
proposed re-write of the Community Reinvestment Act.
“Regrettably, today’s racial wealth gap and lending disparities are in large part the result of decades of government policies and practices that enabled the redlining of
communities of color for most of the 20th century… Not
only did this redlining segregate residential neighborhoods
across the United States, but it granted whites the ability
to build wealth through homeownership while denying
equal opportunities for families of color to build similar
home equity over the same period.”
Without question, Blacks have borne the burdens of
America’s ills; it is past time to partake of its bounty.
Here’s hoping the nation’s response to the pandemic will
result in changes that are permanently inclusive and equitable.

Molina Healthcare
Continues Relief
Efforts Nationwide For
Its Members, Providers,
Employees, and
Communities

LONG BEACH, CALIF. – During this unprecedented time of crisis and uncertainty,
Molina Healthcare, Inc. (NYSE: MOH) is

promoting several COVID-19 initiatives to
support its members, providers, employees, and communities.
“We continue to seek opportunities to
ease the burden that this pandemic has
placed on all the segments we serve,” said
Joe Zubretsky, president and CEO of
Molina Healthcare. “Now more than ever,
as we navigate this challenging time together, improving overall health outcomes
is our driving force.”
Member support:
Molina previously announced that it has

(continued on page 5)

The City of Milwaukee Election
Commission
launched a “driveup” early voting
option for voters
on Saturday,
March 28 outside
of the Zeidler Municipal Building at
841 N. Broadway.
—Photo courtesy of
The Milwaukee
Independent

Molina Healthcare
Continues Relief
Efforts Nationwide
(continued from page 4)

waived all member COVID-19-related testing and treatment costs. It is providing virtual urgent care services
through its partnership with Teladoc and offering free home
delivery of prescriptions through any CVS Pharmacy.
In addition, the Company is providing telehealth services
based on Medicaid Agency updates. Molina also made a
Coronavirus Chatbot online tool available to help members
identify COVID-19 symptoms and immediately connect with
support resources.
Provider support:
Molina has accelerated $150 million in payments to
providers. Additionally, Molina has extended all previously
approved prior authorizations until September 1, 2020.
Molina has also enabled providers to be paid the same
amount for servicing members via telehealth as they would
have for in-person service, and has expedited credentialing
to ensure providers are able to see members for any health
care reason.
In addition, Molina has provided personal protective
equipment (“PPE”) in many markets and continues efforts
to seek and provide PPE where it is most needed.
Employee support:
Molina is equally committed to ensuring that its employees
stay safe and healthy. In March, Molina transitioned most
of its staff to remote status. In addition, to assist employees
with their personal expenses related to the crisis,
Molina disbursed $500 to each of its eligible 9,000 employees, representing approximately $4.5 million in total disbursements.
The Company is also implementing pay enhancements
for essential employees. Further, to help address the various challenges that employees may be facing, Molina implemented an additional COVID-19 paid leave policy
granting all employees designated time off (80 hours), and
is waiving all COVID-19 testing and treatment costs for employees.
Community support:
Since the national state of emergency was declared due
to the pandemic, Molina has committed support and resources to various nonprofits serving those in need across
the country, including New York, Washington, New Mexico,
Ohio, Michigan, California, Florida, Texas, and other evolving hot-spot states.
The support, supplies, and monetary donations have been
made to an array of trusted organizations that directly serve
vulnerable populations.
The spirit of community support is deeply embedded in
Molina’s culture through its “Helping Hands” program, which
has allowed employees to contribute over 180,000 hours of
volunteer time since launching in 2013.
About Molina Healthcare, Inc.
Molina Healthcare, Inc., a FORTUNE 500 company, provides managed health care services under the Medicaid
and Medicare programs and through the state insurance
marketplaces. Through its locally operated health plans,
Molina Healthcare served approximately 3.3 million members as of December 31, 2019. For more information about
Molina Healthcare, please visit molinahealthcare.com.
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Sen. Harris
Announces
VoteSafe Act
to Protect
Voters Amid
COVID-19
Crisis
Provides nationwide
early voting. Expands
vote-by-mail. Improves
the safety of polling
places.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S.
Senator Kamala D. Harris (D-CA)
on Thursday announced the VoteSafe Act, legislation that expands
voting options and improves the
safety and accessibility of polling

places across the nation. The
COVID-19 pandemic has emphasized the need to protect and expand voting rights.
“So many have marched,
protested, fought and died for the
fundamental right to vote, yet that
right is under attack,” said Harris.
“The coronavirus pandemic has
highlighted the obstacles many already face when voting.
Even before the pandemic, Native Americans, Black and Latinx
voters, and voters with disabilities
too often faced long lines, inaccessible voting locations, and outright hostility by election officials.
I’m proud to announce the VoteSafe Act because the American
people deserve a comprehensive
solution to ensure that voting is
safe and accessible.”
The bill is endorsed by the
American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), NALEO Educational
Fund, National Disability Rights
Network, Native American Rights
Fund, Service Employees International Union (SEIU), and Asian
Americans Advancing Justice
(AAJC).
“As we have seen nationwide in
postponed or chaotic primaries,
states are either unprepared or,
sadly, unwilling to address
COVID-19’s impact on our elections. The images of voters waiting in rain and hail in the midst of
the current public health crisis just
to be able to vote, and reports of
absentee voters who did not receive their ballots in time, are antithetical to American democratic
values,” said Sonia Gill, Senior
Legislative Counsel, National Political Advocacy Department of
ACLU. “We need baseline federal
standards to ensure the safety of
both the public and our democ-

racy, and the necessary funding to
give states the flexibility to meet
the needs of their voters. The
VoteSafe Act does this by helping
to make voting safe and accessible for all voters, including those
who will face the greatest impediments to casting their ballots during the pandemic. This legislation
helps ensure voters are not forced
to choose between casting their
ballots and protecting their health.”
“As the world’s leading democracy, it is the responsibility of the
United States to conduct fair elections at all times, and especially
during a time of national emergency. It is critical that we ensure
a voting process that is safe, secure, and open to all qualified voters, in spite of the challenges we
face,” said Arturo Vargas, Chief
Executive Officer of NALEO Educational Fund. “NALEO Educational Fund is pleased to support
this legislation that will provide
welcome, needed federal support
to the thousands of state and local
election administrators who are
working tirelessly to serve Latinos
and all voters.”
“As a Nation, we have to ensure
every citizen has a fair chance to
vote. Since countless Native
Americans do not receive mail delivery many Native Americans will
not have the option to cast a ballot
from the safety of their homes.
The VoteSafe Act includes necessary and overdue provisions that
will increase access to the ballot
box for Native Americans even
during these challenging times,”
said Jacqueline De León, Staff Attorney, Native American Rights
Fund.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has
created extraordinary challenges
(continued on page 6)

The VoteSafe Act of 2020 would:
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Sen. Harris Announces
VoteSafe Act to Protect
Voters Amid COVID-19 Crisis

(continued from page 5)
for American voters this year,” said NDRN Executive Director Curt
Decker. “
The VoteSafe Act of 2020 will improve the integrity of our elections,
ensure the health and safety of voters, and expand opportunities for
people with disabilities to cast a private and independent ballot.”
Other voting rights leaders have voiced their support for the bill.
“Last week’s election in Wisconsin made evident that we must move
quickly and decisively to ensure during this COVID-19 pandemic that
voters will not have to choose between their health and safety, and exercising their fundamental right as citizens to vote.
For African American voters who have been disproportionately affected by the virus and its deadly effects, and for whom the right to vote
was hard won at the cost of thousands of lives, it is particularly important
that Congress ensure that there are options like expanded early voting,
as well as safe, secure alternatives to in-person voting, to ensure that
every eligible African American voter has the opportunity to cast their
vote in November,” said Sherrilyn Ifill, President and Director-Counsel
of NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.
“In America, no one should have to choose between their vote and
their safety. The recent election in Wisconsin clearly shows that
changes are needed.
The VoteSafe Act of 2020 moves the country closer toward safe inperson and absentee voting options which remain essential for the 2020
elections to be truly fair and accessible. The bill provides urgent funding
for states to meet their obligations to offer voters a range of options to
guarantee full access to the ballot box.
It also includes important protections for in-person voting for Native
Americans, people with disabilities, and language accessibility. We must
ensure everyone stays healthy while also ensuring that every eligible
voter can register and cast a ballot that counts,” said Vanita Gupta,
President and CEO of TheLeadership Conference on Civil and Human
Rights. “Throughout my career, I’ve seen intentional voter suppression
and intimidation used to minimize turnout and sway elections. If Congress doesn’t act, this pandemic threatens to achieve those same ends
by preventing people from voting, especially communities of color or
those in low-income or rural areas,” said election and voting rights attorney Marc Elias.
“Senator Harris’s VoteSafe Act not only gives the necessary resources to make voting safer and more accessible, but it offers a framework that can make voting easier long-past the pandemic. With
elections right around the corner, Congress should pass this bill soon.”

FAC T

THE NEW CORONAVIRUS CAN BE
TRANSMITED IN
AREAS WITH HOT
AND HUMID CLIMATES! From the
evidence so far,
the new coronavirus can be
transmitted in
ALL AREAS, including areas
with hot and
humid weather!

• Authorize $5 billion to expand vote-by-mail and
early voting and to improve the safety and accessibility of polling places during the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Require states to permit no-excuse mail-in absentee voting.

• Require states to maintain an early voting period
of at least 20 days.

• Provide grants for states to improve the safety, efficiency, and reliability of polling places in the following ways:
o Ensuring that elections are accessible to individuals with disabilities.
o Ensuring adequate protections for language minority voters.
o Ensuring voting access for American Indian,
Alaska Native, and rural voters.
o Implementing and promoting curbside voting.
o Implementing and meeting a maximum wait time
standard or publishing current wait times for voters.
o Providing for the training and recruitment of poll
workers.
o Improving access to voter registration.

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS HERE!
INSIDE YOUR
MILWAUKEE
COMMUNITY
JOURNAL!
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SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION)
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
MILWAUKEE COUNTY
WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN
Case No. 20FA000964
DIVORCE 40101

In re the marriage of: LORETTA
SHARKEY, 1820 N 12th St Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53205 PETITIONER and BOBBY JOE
SHARKEY 761 N. 29th St. Apt
207 Milwaukee WI 53208, RESPONDENT

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to
the person named above as respondent:

You are notified that your spouse
has filed a lawsuit or other legal
action against you. The Petition,
which is attached, states the nature and basis of the legal action.

Within 20 days of receiving this
Summons, you must provide a
written response, as that term is
used in Ch. 802, Wis. Stats., to
the Petition. The Court may reject
or disregard a response that
does not follow the requirements
of the statutes.

The response must be sent or
delivered to the following government office: Clerk of Court Milwaukee County 901 North 9th
Street Room 104 Milwaukee,
Wisconsin 53233.
The response must also be
mailed or delivered within 20
days to the petitioner at the address above.
It is recommended, but not required that you have an attorney
help or represent you

If you do not provide a proper response within 20 days the court
may grant judgment against you
and you may lose your right to
object to anything that is or may
be incorrect in the Petition.

A judgment may be enforced as
provided by law. A Judgment may
become a lien against any real
estate you own now or in the future and may also be enforced by
garnishment or seizure of property.

Dated: 2-19-2020
By: LORETTA SHARKEY
109/4-8-15-22-2020

Legals

affidavits
divorce name

change
eviCtions

liens!
Place
them
here!
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