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On March 27th, I tested positive for
COVID-19 and was immediately placed
on oxygen and admitted to the Medical
ICU at Froedtert. Being immunosup-
pressed since my kidney transplant, this
has been the most frightening experience
of my life. 
After eight days, I was transferred from the ICU to a

COVID-19 floor, and on April 5th, I was taken off
oxygen to breathe on my own. Although, I am still in
the hospital, and not out of the woods yet, things are
trending in the right direction. 
Thank you to everyone who texted, called, emailed,

posted on social media and prayed. Although, I had
no strength to respond to them all, just know they
were a source of inspiration and hope. 
I will provide further updates as they become avail-

able. Please stay safe & healthy.”—Milwaukee Mu-
nicipal Court Judge Derek Mosley, taken from a
Facebook post he made to the community regard-
ing his contracting the coronavirus.

The Virus vs. the Ballot!
Community braves risk of infection from COVID-19 to cast their votes in state’s Spring Primary Election

Normally, the Milwaukee Community
Journal would have the faces and num-
bers of the candidates who won the
Spring Primary Election held April 7 on
prominent display on the front page. 

But in this week’s edition, it’s not who won or who lost that dominates
our front page or the post-election reports of other media outlets, but
images of long lines stretching
around the blocks and public
buildings where voters waited
patiently (and impatiently) to
vote for city, county, state, and
presidential candidates. 

Only five locations were open
for voting after the city’s elec-
tion commission closed the ma-
jority of the 180 regular voting
locations. 

Before the election, nearly
60% of Wisconsin polling loca-
tions reported a shortage of poll
workers. 

The shortage prompted Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers to call out the
state’s National Guard to man polling places.

Many political observers and candidates feared the long lines and con-
fusion over the status of the election would deter voters from voting out
of fear of contracting the virus.

Evers had issued an executive order earlier in the week halting the
election and moving it to June. The mayor, county executive and nu-
merous Black leaders encouraged the governor to move the election
back, as other states have done, but he hesitated  until the last possible
moment.  

He said he issued the order because of concerns he had of voters being
exposed to the virus while voting in-person and in close proximity to
one another at the polls, which was the reason poll workers declined to
work on election day. 

However, the conservative state Supreme Court—at the urging of Re-
publican legislative leadership—immediately blocked the last minute
changes, triggering chaos and confusion...as well as long lines. 

ELECTION 
WATCH
20
20
THE 

RESULTS!

(continued on page 5)

The first graphic shows some alarming data on how African Americans are disproportionately impacted by
COVID19, including in Milwaukee County. The second graphic gives an understanding as to why. When Amer-
ica gets a cold, we get the flu... Read article on page five about the disproportionate impact the disease is
having on Black America and the reasons why it’s hitting us harder than non-people of color communities.

—Info graphics courtesy of Black Health Coalition of Wisconsin, posted on their Facebook page

Milwaukee
Judge Derek
Mosley 
talks 
about his 
bout with 
COVID-19

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

When White America gets a cold...

Die-hard voters, many wearing face masks of
all kinds, lined up and waited patiently at Wash-
ington High School (top photo) and Hamilton
High School (this photo) to cast their votes in
Tuesday’s Wisconsin spring primary elec-
tion.—Photos by Yvonne Kemp
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COMMUNITY COPES WITH COVID-19!

The above photo of seven-year-old Collin Cumby making a bas-
ket while facing away from the basket (he was successful) may
threaten the job security of Milwaukee Bucks mascot Bango.
The Lloyd Barbee Montessori School student was probably
growing antsy sitting at home, prompting his grandmother to
take him to Lincoln Park on Green Bay Avenue so he can work
on his basketball skills, as well as work off the pent-up energy
of the last three weeks. Most likely there are other children in
the community who, along with their parents and siblings, cau-
tiously went outside to get some fresh air, streatch their legs,
and just be kids (and kids-at-heart)! —Photos by Yvonne Kemp

YES!YES!
They’re OPENOPEN
forBUSINESSBUSINESS
Here are four popular community restaurants
still cooking up delicious soulful dishes and
offering pick-up service and carry-out during
the city’s stay-at-home order!

Coffee Makes You Black    
2803 North Teutonia Avenue    

(414) 562-5225 

Speed Queen Bar-B-Que   
1130 West Walnut Street   

(414) 265-2900

Terri Lynn’s Soul Food Express    
10742 West Hampton Avenue    

(414) 464-1111

City.Net Café   
306 East Wisconsin Avenue  

(414) 336-1723

COMMUNITIES 
MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE:
DELTA SORORITY TO HOLD  A
VIRTUAL TOWN HALL MEETING
ON 2020 CENSUS AND COVID-19
APRIL 15

The Milwaukee Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Incorporated is hosting the “Com-
munities Making a Difference” Virtual Town Hall
Meeting on Wednesday, April 15, 2020 from 6:30
p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

This free event will feature questions from the au-

dience and will be moderated by the DNC Host
Committee Operating Officer, Paula Penebaker and
V100.7 Program Director and Afternoon Personal-
ity, Reggie Brown. Guests include State of Wiscon-
sin, City, and County of Milwaukee officials. 

The goal of this meeting is to increase the aware-
ness and importance of participation in the 2020
Census as well as focusing on the understanding of
why Milwaukee’s African American community has
suffered such a disproportionate amount of positive
COVID-19 cases and deaths during this unprece-
dented pandemic crisis.  

Delta’s virtual town hall meeting, sponsored by its
Social Action Committee, will also aim to discuss
how to reduce and prevent the spread of the virus as
well as prevent future public health emergencies. To
register, go to dstmilwaukee.org.

Two Milwaukee
County Sheriff’s
Office members
test positive for
COVID-19

Two members of the Milwaukee
County Sheriff’s Office recently
tested positive for COVID-19. The
two members, a deputy sheriff in the
Court Services Division and a stores
clerk in the Milwaukee County Jail,
are currently in self-isolation. 

The deputy sheriff, who is as-
signed to the Vel R. Phillips Youth
and Family Justice Center, was sent
home on April 1, after experiencing
symptoms of the virus. 

She later was tested and found to
be positive for COVID-19. The
deputy’s daily assignment did not
involve contact with in-custody
youth or members of the public.

The stores clerk, who is assigned
to the Property Room at the Mil-
waukee County Jail, was sent home
on March 26, due to an elevated
temperature. 

The clerk was later tested and
found to be positive for COVID-19.
The clerk’s duties and responsibili-
ties do not involve any contact with
the public or persons in-custody.

Milwaukee County Sheriff Ear-
nell R. Lucas said, “we continue to
see the spread of COVID-19
throughout our community and now
into the workplace. 

We will continue to take every
precaution to ensure the safety of the
members of the Sheriff’s Office, the
people entrusted to our care and the
community we serve.” 

These results mark the first two

members of the Milwaukee County
Sheriff’s Office to test positive for
COVID-19.

In accordance with City of Mil-
waukee Health Department guide-

lines, the Sheriff’s Office has con-
ducted internal contact tracing to de-
termine whether either member had
close contact with other MCSO em-
ployees. The Sheriff’s Office will

act in further accordance with the
guidelines should additional mem-
bers of MCSO be found to have had
close contact with the affected mem-
bers.
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ith area
churches
closed

due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the city’s 
“stay-at-home” order, the Milwaukee
Communnity Journal’s 
WEEKEND EDITION can now be
found ONLINE! 
Just go to milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com and click on the cover of the
WEEKEND EDITION! You will then be
able to read it online the same way
you can read the MCJ online! 

GETGET
YOURYOUR
WEEKWEEK
ENDEND
EDITIONEDITION
ONLINE!ONLINE!

WW

"These are the
times that try men's
souls…"  
Obviously, philosopher

and patriot Thomas
Paine didn't have the
foresight or intuition to
have made that avowal
with COVID-19 in mind
when he uttered it two
centuries ago.  

But I can think of no scenario as
apropos.

These are indeed trying times, un-
precedented times, and for millions,
life-altering times.  

The pandemic presents a chal-
lenge unequaled in American his-
tory, not just from socioeconomic
and health perspectives, but from a
religious vantage point as well.

And I can speak from up-close
and personal observations, as these
are the first words I put to paper
since I tripped over the COVID-19
germ late last month.  

Fortunately, my bout with the oft-
deadly respiratory disease is nearing

its end (I hope and pray), and while
quarantined seemingly since Eve
shared the fig (it wasn't an apple), I
wasn't forced (based on priority and
scarcity of beds) to be sardined
along with other victims at the VA.

That turned out to be a blessing in
many respects, despite limiting my
access to the best corps of medical
personnel in the area.

Fortunately, after initial assess-
ments, I was optioned to stay home
in isolation (quarantine).  That deci-
sion was made in part because I
tipped the scale on only two-thirds
of the indicators, despite being a
member of the Type 2 Diabetes
Club.  

I did (and continue to have) short-
ness of breath, coughs, and assorted
intestinal problems, but my fever
was borderline.

There were a couple of nights in
which I didn't know if I was sleeping
naked at the North Pole, or wearing
a fur coat in hell.  And walking took
a toll!

But, fortunately, being a veteran, I
had the best health care teams in the
area monitoring me on a daily basis.

While it was almost impossible to
maintain fluidity of thought or to
concentrate on any project other
than blazing a new trail to the bath-
room, I was able to catch up on
socio-cultural observations.  

Among the first lessons I surmised
was that a person's worldview is
skewed when you look at it from a
“horizontal” perspective.

Second, third or maybe 44th was
that the world hasn't changed much
during my lifetime.  

Sure, there have been technologi-
cal advances---the quality of life has
improved for most folks, and defi-
nitely the haves.  

But many Black people still be-
lieve the world is flat, white ice gets
colder, and our children can’t read
because there is something different
about them.

Many White conservatives con-
tinue to blame the victims and mil-
lions believe there is fairness and
equal opportunity in our society, de-
spite overwhelming evidence to the
contrary.  

Barack Obama’s election signaled
the end of racism in America and

Abe Lincoln wasn’t a racist because
he issued an executive order freeing
the ‘southern’ slaves.

Truth is, humankind hasn't ad-
vanced to any great extent.  Most
people would rather step over some-
one than extend a hand.  

The dollar is still god---and for
many, that's with a capital G.   Indi-
vidualism continues to overshadow
communalism (and I'm NOT talking
about a political system).

There is no village to raise chil-
dren, as most of us have given our
children to a “nanny state.”   Black
marriage is on the endangered
species list, and Uncle Sam and
“baby daddy” wear the same paja-
mas.

This is not to say this pandemic
has not brought out the best in us.
I've seen some heart moving actions
during the last month.  

Disaster often brings out the best
in people. 

To a degree, my faith has been re-
stored by a generation whose prisms
are made of clear glass.

Everyday I’m encouraged by the
actions of people without an agenda
who are helping neighbors without
expectation of reward. 

I also realized sunshine is the best
cure.  I ventured outside into the
warmth and sunshine Tuesday for
the first time in nearly two weeks.  It
did more to heal me than any medi-
cine in my cabinet.

But the most consistent thought
that boggled my mind over the last
month has focused on the 'whys' of

this pandemic.  
Not the conspiracy theories, or the

origins, per se.  But why this plague
has overwhelmed us.

A few weeks before COVID-19
became personal, an agnostic/deist
of mine friend used the ever-evolv-
ing calamity to fuel his ambivalence
about religion in general and prayer
in particular.  

He questioned the effectiveness
(or lack thereof) of prayer, noting
that even international vigils have
gone unanswered, despite biblical
suggestions to the contrary.  

God's silence, he said, is proof
positive that either He/She is not
swayed by mankind, or the non-be-
lievers outnumber the righteous. 

The brother laughed at my posit
that God’s logic or plans are beyond
our limited comprehension, or Her
silence may be in fact a response.

The smirk left the brother's face
when I posited that there could also
be the possibility that the virus was
sent by Nyame (our ancestral title
for God) as a wake-up call of sorts.

Maybe God is mad at the Chris-
tian hypocrites, including the rich
pastoral pimps who bleed their flock
every Sunday (before “stary-at-
home” orders put a crimp in their
bank accounts), I said.

A puzzled look crossed the
brother's face as I suggested Nyame
had become so fed up with
mankind's disconnect, and our re-
fusal to obey simple biblical tenets
(not to be confused with customs
and culture) (S)He decided to give
the bratty child a spanking. 

In fact, while some are question-
ing their faith and openly challeng-
ing the Christian posits that Nyame
answers all prayers, maybe this cri-
sis is the result of divine prophecy.  

Maybe God is angry with His/Her
children's disrespect, disobedience,
and callousness toward other family
members.  

Wouldn't you be tired of 100,000
years of racism, hate, murder, ex-
ploitation of the poor, and immoral
behavior?

Hey, I'm not a preacher, and I'm
not trying to evangelize, but who
knows the extent of God's patience.  

Can you honestly say God didn't
look down or across or through and
say, “enough is enough”?   

Can you prove Nyame didn't tell
St. Michael the election of Donald
Trump was the straw that broke the
camel's back?

Electing Trump is proof positive
that people are either stupid (as op-
posed to being ignorant) or totally
out of touch with basic principles of
every religious book written or
imagined

Let's be honest.  Whether you're a
believer in the Bible, Koran, or
Torah, chances are you have fallen
short and snubbed your nose at the
universal order.

Moreover, while I don't have sta-
tistics to back me up, I would ven-
ture to surmise that a majority of
Christians believe the Bible is an
evolving document that changes
based on culture and convenience.

“Jesus said
to her,
‘Everyone
who drinks
of this
water will
be thirsty
again, but
whoever
drinks of
the water
that I will give him
will never be thirsty
again. The water that
I will give him will be-
come in him a spring
of water welling up
to eternal life.’” 

—John 4:13-14

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

These are 
Trying Times 
Indeed! (continued on page 5)
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As reported in the April 1 edition of the MCJ, the
city’s Black community is facing the brunt of the
coronavirus pandemic—accounting for over half of
COVID-19 cases and 81% of related deaths (see ar-
ticle at right for more details of the viruses impact on
Milwaukee).

However that same day of the order, Republican
legislative leaders—charging the Evers’ order was
unconstitutional—successfully challenged it in state
high court. 

“We cannot allow this pandemic to erode our dem-
ocratic principles and the right to vote safely,” said
Rashad Robinson, a spokesperson for Color of
Change PAC, in response to Tuesday’s state election,
which he called “badly managed.”

“Yet, what we see happening in Wisconsin is ex-
actly that. And we know the pain will not be equally
felt. Black voters are most at risk of being disenfran-
chised in the primary elections in Wisconsin.”

Milwaukee is home to almost 70% of the state’s
Black population.

The court also upheld existing requirements for a
witness to sign absentee ballots. The U.S. Supreme
Court changed a lower court ruling that would have
allowed an April 13 postmark extension. 

With an overwhelming number of absentee ballots
issued and returned to election clerks around the
state—as of March 19, the Wisconsin Elections Com-
mission issued a record 277,824 absentee ballots—
and the lack of election workers to count them and
the in-person votes from Tuesday, the final tally as to
who won and lost won’t be completed until April 13.

The state and city attracted national media atten-
tion, with commentators and reporters expressing in-
credulity—even anger—at the state Republicans’
actions, suggesting the state’s GOP was more con-
cerned about winning elections—especially a state
Supreme Court seat—then the health and safety of
voters.

“These spring elections—which always have lower
turnout—Republicans tend to do pretty well in
those,” said Jeff Mayers of WisPolitics. 

“That’s what Democrats are fearful of, that the con-
fusion, the coronavirus epidemic, the lines, all of
these are deterrents to voting. For Democrats, they
want more people to vote.”

It is also well known in political circles—both local
and national—that Democratic candidates tend to do
better when there is a higher voter turnout.

“Yesterday’s election was not an ideal situation for

anyone involved,” said Milwaukee Ald. Milele
Coggs in a statement. 

“Voters and election workers alike were placed in
an environment where they had to risk their health in
order to exercise their right to vote.

“It is difficult to call what happened a safe and fair
election, but despite the circumstances the residents
of Milwaukee responded in the best way possible.”

Indeed, voters—especially Black voters—were de-
termined to vote and make their voices heard, show-
ing up in lines wearing surgical face masks and
hand-made ones. Some stood in close quarters, while
others tried to stay at least six feet from one another
as recommended by health experts. 

Coggs noted countless people were on hand to play
music, offer words of encouragement, pass out pon-
chos (it rained around 5 p.m.) and hand sanitizer, and
generally support their fellow resident.

“You are all heroes and your determination in face
of adversity is what makes our city great,” Coggs
said. 

“I hope all those who were at an election site yes-
terday have the ability to self-quarantine and remain
in good health so that the spike in cases we predict
as a result of the election does not occur.”

Mayor Tom Barrett also praised voters and poll
workers, calling them courageous and resolute in
choosing between their health and participating in
democracy.

“Through our hard work and determination, we
will get through these challenging hours, days, and
weeks together,” the mayor said in a post-election
statement. 

“And we won’t allow the reckless and rabidly par-
tisan actions of right-wing extremists in Madison to
stop our progress. We’ve faced tough times before—
and every time we get back up.”

Color of Change’s Robinson said future elections
can’t fall victim to what happened in Wisconsin.
“States with upcoming primary elections should
move quickly to increase access to vote-by-mail and
early voting on an emergency basis for this election
and in a permanent, ongoing way for future elections.

“Any restriction on travel or public gatherings must
include provisions or exceptions that will ensure that
voters, particularly oft-targeted Black voters, voters
reliant on public transit, and other marginalized vot-
ers, are not disenfranchised.” —
Sources: Press releases from the offices of Ald.

Coggs and Mayor Barrett, WTMJ Ch.4 website,
Color of Change press release

The Virus vs. 
the Ballot!

(continued from front page)

“We cannot allow
this pandemic to
erode our demo-
cratic principles
and the right to
vote safely. Yet,

what we see happen-
ing in Wisconsin is

exactly that. And we
know the pain will

not be equally felt.”
—Rashad robinson,

spokesperson for Color
of change pac

A woman approached the
long line outside the voting
location at Hamilton High
School as voters waited pa-
tiently to get inside to vote.

the
coron-
avirus is
not an

“equalizer.” Black people are
being infected and dying at
higher rates. Here’s what
Milwaukee is doing about it
— and why governments
need to start releasing data
on the race of COVID-19 pa-
tients. 

The coronavirus
entered Milwaukee
from a White, affluent
suburb. Then it took
root in the city’s
Black community and
erupted.

As public health of-
ficials watched cases
rise in March, too
many in the commu-
nity shrugged off
warnings. Rumors
and conspiracy theo-
ries proliferated on
social media, pushing
the bogus idea that
Black people are
somehow immune to
the disease. And
much of the initial
focus was on interna-
tional travel, so those
who knew no one re-
turning from Asia or
Europe were quick to
dismiss the risk.

Then, when the
shelter-in-place order came, there was a natural push-
back among those who recalled other painful govern-
ment restrictions—including segregation and mass
incarceration—on where Black people could walk and
gather.

“We’re like, ‘We have to wake people up,’” said
Milwaukee Health Commissioner Jeanette Kowalik.

As the disease spread at a higher rate in the Black
community, it made an even deeper cut. Environmen-
tal, economic and political factors have compounded
for generations, putting Black people at higher risk of

chronic conditions that leave lungs weak and immune
systems vulnerable: asthma, heart disease, hyperten-
sion and diabetes. In Milwaukee, simply being Black
means your life expectancy is 14 years shorter, on av-
erage, than someone White.

As of Friday, April 3, African Americans made up
almost half of Milwaukee County’s 945 cases and 81%
of its 27 deaths in a county whose population is 26%
Black. Milwaukee is one of the few places in the
United States that is tracking the racial breakdown of
people who have been infected by the novel coron-
avirus, offering a glimpse at the disproportionate de-
struction it is inflicting on Black communities

nationwide.
In Michigan, where the state’s population is 14%

Black, African Americans made up 35% of cases and
40% of deaths as of Friday morning. Detroit, where a
majority of residents are Black, has emerged as a hot
spot with a high death toll. As has New Orleans.
Louisiana has not published case breakdowns by race,
but 40% of the state’s deaths have happened in Orleans
Parish, where the majority of residents are Black.

Illinois and North Carolina are two of the few areas
publishing statistics on COVID-19 cases by race, and
their data shows a disproportionate number of African
Americans were infected.

“It will be unimaginable pretty soon,” said Dr. Celia
J. Maxwell, an infectious disease physician and asso-
ciate dean at Howard University College of Medicine,
a school and hospital in Washington dedicated to the
education and care of the Black community. “And any-
thing that comes around is going to be worse in our pa-
tients. Period. Many of our patients have so many
problems, but this is kind of like the nail in the coffin.”

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
tracks virulent outbreaks and typically releases de-
tailed data that includes information about the age, race
and location of the people affected. For the coronavirus
pandemic, the CDC has released location and age data,
but it has been silent on race. The CDC did not respond
to ProPublica’s request for race data related to the
coronavirus or answer questions about whether they
were collecting it at all.

Experts say that the nation’s unwillingness to pub-
licly track the virus by race could obscure a crucial un-
derlying reality: It’s quite likely that a disproportionate
number of those who die of coronavirus will be Black.

The reasons for this are the same reasons that
African Americans have disproportionately high rates
of maternal death, low levels of access to medical care
and higher rates of asthma, said Dr. Camara Jones, a
family physician, epidemiologist and visiting fellow at
Harvard University.

“COVID is just unmasking the deep disinvestment
in our communities, the historical injustices and the
impact of residential segregation,” said Jones, who
spent 13 years at the CDC, focused on identifying,
measuring and addressing racial bias within the med-
ical system. “This is the time to name racism as the
cause of all of those things. The overrepresentation of
people of color in poverty and White people in wealth

is not just a happenstance. … It’s
because we’re not valued.”

Five congressional Democrats
wrote to Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary Alex Azar, whose de-
partment encompasses the CDC,
last week demanding the federal
government collect and release the
breakdown of coronavirus cases by
race and ethnicity.

Without demographic data, the
members of Congress wrote, health
officials and lawmakers won’t be
able to address inequities in health

outcomes and testing that may emerge: “We urge you
not to delay collecting this vital information, and to
take any additional necessary steps to ensure that all
Americans have the access they need to COVID-19
testing and treatment.”

Milwaukee, one of the few places already tracking
coronavirus cases and deaths by race, provides an early
indication of what would surface nationally if the fed-
eral government actually did this, or locally if other
cities and states took its lead.

Milwaukee, both the city and county, passed resolu-
tions last summer that were seen as important steps in

By Akilah Johnson and Talia Buford
Article courtesy of Pro Publica-April 2, 2020

(continued on page 7)
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“The 
coronavirus
entered 
Milwaukee 
from a White, 
affluent 
suburb. Then
it took root
in the city’s
Black 
community
and erupted.”

African Americans are
Getting COVID-19 and
Dying at Higher Rates
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Don't like a passage?  Ignore it.  Ten commandments
(or 42 Negative Confessions) get in the way of fun and
frolic? Dismiss them, along with marriage, honesty and
self-control.  

And blasphemy?  That last component may not sound
applicable, but imagine Black people referring to Jesus
the Christ as a ‘nigger’ (n-word)…or excuse me, ‘my
nigga!’ as a Black journalist laughingly called Barack
Obama during a social event.  Obama smiled back in
recognition.

I would think Black folks who are that injudicious as
to call the Messiah, who is Black, a 'nigger' should go
to hell (and I don't believe in the concept).

And look at what we are doing to the children?  
Many—maybe a majority---are not being raised.

Many are without basic morals, much less cultural val-
ues.  

Jesus entrusted them to us, but many of us use them
as pawns, cash cows, or toys.   

I doubt that there will be a universal awakening as a
result of the pandemic. But if there is more civility, and
brotherly love as the Bible and Koran require, the world
will be better off.

Maybe if Nyame knocks us on our knees, we could
and should use that opportunity seek a higher truth.

My friend and I did agree that it benefits no one to
focus on theological debates and that if you looked past
religious disagreements and tainted and self-serving per-
spectives, there is a basic blueprint to follow that would
improve the lives of all.

Whether you accept my religious analysis or not, I'm
sure you'll agree this pandemic is a wake-up call on
dozens of levels.   

It also offers an opportunity to look into the mirror to
see who is staring back at us.  Is it a caring, sharing
human being?  Is it a person you would be proud of?
What have you done to make this small planet a little
better?  Do you care?

From my prone position, I began to realize we each
hold a neighbor in our hands, whether we know it or not.  

As the poem posits, everything is interconnected, and
even a tiny footprint in the sand can change the course
of the mighty ocean.

Obviously, I can’t prove it, but I think it’s more than
a mere coincidence this pandemic intercepts between an
unprecedented election, the beginning of spring and
Easter.

I also find it unnerving that we’re required to stay six
feet away from each other.  That’s too far to hug, but lose
enough to touch each other’s souls.
Hotep.

These are Trying
Times Indeed!
(continued from page 4)
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SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN

Case No. 20FA000527
DIVORCE 40101

In re the marriage of: ROBERT
JOHNSON, 6233 W Nash St
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53216,
Petitioner and RUBY TELBERT-
JOHNSON 3919A N. 7th St. Mil-
waukee WI 53212,
RESPONDENT 

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to
the person named above as re-
spondent:

You are notified that your spouse
has filed a lawsuit or other legal
action against you. The Petition,
which is attached, states the na-
ture and basis of the legal ac-
tion.

Within 20 days of receiving this
Summons, you must provide a
written response, as that term is
used in Ch. 802, Wis. Stats., to
the Petition. The Court may re-
ject or disregard a response that
does not follow the requirements
of the statutes.

The response must be sent or
delivered to the following gov-
ernment office: Clerk of Court
Milwaukee County 901 North 9th
Street Room 104 Milwaukee,
Wisconsin 53233.

The response must also be
mailed or delivered within 20
days to the petitioner at the ad-
dress above.

It is recommended, but not re-
quired that you have an attorney
help or represent you

If you do not provide a proper re-
sponse within 20 days the court
may grant judgment against you
and you may lose your right to
object to anything that is or may
be incorrect in the Petition.

A judgment may be enforced as
provided by law. A Judgment
may become a lien against any
real estate you own now or in
the future and may also be en-
forced by garnishment or seizure

of property.

Dated: 1-29-2020
By: ROBERT JOHNSON
101/4-1-8-15-2020

SUMMONS
(PUBLICATION) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN

Case No. 20FA000964
DIVORCE 40101

In re the marriage of: LORETTA
SHARKEY, 1820 N 12th St Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin 53205 PETI-
TIONER and BOBBY JOE
SHARKEY 761 N. 29th St. Apt
207 Milwaukee WI 53208, RE-
SPONDENT 

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to
the person named above as re-
spondent:

You are notified that your spouse
has filed a lawsuit or other legal
action against you. The Petition,
which is attached, states the na-
ture and basis of the legal ac-
tion.

Within 20 days of receiving this
Summons, you must provide a
written response, as that term is
used in Ch. 802, Wis. Stats., to
the Petition. The Court may re-

ject or disregard a response that
does not follow the requirements
of the statutes.

The response must be sent or
delivered to the following gov-
ernment office: Clerk of Court
Milwaukee County 901 North 9th
Street Room 104 Milwaukee,
Wisconsin 53233.

The response must also be
mailed or delivered within 20
days to the petitioner at the ad-
dress above.

It is recommended, but not re-
quired that you have an attorney
help or represent you

If you do not provide a proper re-
sponse within 20 days the court
may grant judgment against you
and you may lose your right to
object to anything that is or may
be incorrect in the Petition.

A judgment may be enforced as
provided by law. A Judgment
may become a lien against any
real estate you own now or in
the future and may also be en-
forced by garnishment or seizure
of property.

Dated: 2-19-2020
By: LORETTA SHARKEY
109/4-8-15-22-2020
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addressing decades of race-based inequality.
“We declared racism as a public health issue,” said

Kowalik, the city’s health commissioner. “It frames
not only how we do our work but how transparent we
are about how things are going. It impacts how we
manage an outbreak.”

Milwaukee is trying to be purposeful in how it com-
municates information about the best way to slow the
pandemic. It is addressing economic and logistical
roadblocks that stand in the way of safety. And it’s
being transparent about who is infected, who is dying
and how the virus spread in the first place.

Kowalik described watching the virus spread into
the city, without enough information, because of lim-
ited testing, to be able to take early action to contain
it.

At the beginning of March, Wisconsin had one case.
State public health officials still considered the risk
from the coronavirus “low.” Testing criteria was ex-
tremely strict, as it was in many places across the
country: You had to have symptoms and have traveled
to China, Iran, South Korea or Italy within 14 days or
have had contact with someone who had a confirmed
case of COVID-19.

So, she said, she waited, wondering: “When are we
going to be able to test for this to see if it is in our com-
munity?”

About two weeks later, Milwaukee had its first case.
The city’s patient zero had been in contact with a

person from a neighboring, predominately White and
affluent suburb who had tested positive. Given how
much commuting occurs in and out of Milwaukee,
with some making a 180-mile round trip to Chicago,
Kowalik said she knew it would only be a matter of
time before the virus spread into the city.

A day later came the city’s second case, someone
who contracted the virus while in Atlanta. Kowalik
said she started questioning the rigidness of the testing
guidelines. Why didn’t they include domestic travel?

By the fourth case, she said, “we determined com-
munity spread. … It happened so quickly.”

Within the span of a week, Milwaukee went from
having one case to nearly 40. Most of the sick people
were middle-aged, African American men. By week
two, the city had over 350 cases. And now, there are
more than 945 cases countywide, with the bulk in the
city of Milwaukee, where the population is 39% Black.
People of all ages have contracted the virus and about
half are African American.

The county’s online dashboard of coronavirus cases
keeps up-to-date information on the racial breakdown
of those who have tested positive. As of Thursday
morning, 19 people had died of illness related to
COVID-19 in Milwaukee County. All but four were
Black, according to the county medical examiner’s of-
fice. Records show that at least 11 of the deceased had
diabetes, eight had hypertension and 15 had a mixture
of chronic health conditions that included heart and

lung disease.
Because of discrimination and generational income

inequality, Black households in the county earned only
50% as much as White ones in 2018, according to cen-
sus statistics. Black people are far less likely to own
homes than White people in Milwaukee and far more
likely to rent, putting Black renters at the mercy of
landlords who can kick them out if they can’t pay dur-
ing an economic crisis, at the same time as people are
being told to stay home. And when it comes to health
insurance, Black people are more likely to be unin-
sured than their White counterparts.

African Americans have gravitated to jobs in sectors
viewed as reliable paths to the middle class—health
care, transportation, government, food supply—which
are now deemed “essential,” rendering them unable to
stay home. In places like New York City, the virus’ epi-
center, Black people are among the only ones still rid-
ing the subway.

“And let’s be clear, this is not because people want
to live in those conditions,” said Gordon Francis
Goodwin, who works for Government Alliance on
Race and Equity, a national racial equity organization
that worked with Milwaukee on its health and equity
framework. “This is a matter of taking a look at how
our history kept people from actually being fully in-
cluded.”

Fred Royal, head of the Milwaukee branch of the
NAACP, knows three people who have died from the
virus, including 69-year-old Lenard Wells, a former
Milwaukee police lieutenant and a mentor to others in
the Black community. Royal’s 38-year-old cousin died
from the virus last week in Atlanta. His body was re-
turned home Tuesday.

Royal is hearing that people aren’t necessarily being
hospitalized but are being sent home instead and “told
to self-medicate.”

“What is alarming about that,” he said, “is that a
number of those individuals were sent home with
symptoms and died before the confirmation of their
test came back.”

Health Commissioner Kowalik said that there have
been delays of up to two weeks in getting results back
from some private labs, but nearly all of those who
died have done so at hospitals or while in hospice.
Still, Kowalik said she understood why some members
in the Black community distrusted the care they might
receive in a hospital.

In January, a 25-year-old daycare teacher named
Tashonna Ward died after staff at Froedtert Hospital
failed to check her vital signs. Federal officials exam-
ined 20 patient records and found seven patients, in-
cluding Ward, didn’t receive proper care. The report
didn’t reveal the race of those whose records it exam-
ined at the hospital, which predominantly serves Black
patients. Froedtert Hospital declined to speak to issues
raised in the report, according to a February article
from the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, and it had not
submitted any corrective actions to federal officials.

“What Black folks are accustomed to in Milwaukee

and anywhere in the country, really, is pain not being
acknowledged and constant inequities that happen in
health care delivery,” Kowalik said.

The health commissioner herself, a Black woman
who grew up in Milwaukee, said she’s all too familiar
with the city’s enduring struggles with segregation and
racism. Her mother is Black and her father Polish, and
she remembers the stories they shared about trying to
buy a house as a young interracial couple in Sherman
Park, a neighborhood once off-limits to Blacks.

“My father couldn’t get a mortgage for the house.
He had to go to the bank without my mom,” Kowalik
said.

It is the same neighborhood where fury and frustra-
tion sparked protests that, at times, roiled into riots in
2016 when a Milwaukee police officer fatally shot
Sylville Smith, a 23-year-old Black man.

And it is the same neighborhood that has a concen-
tration of poor health outcomes when you overlay a
heat map of conditions, be it lead poisoning, infant
mortality — and now, she said, COVID-19.

Knowing which communities are most impacted al-
lows public health officials to tailor their messaging to
overcome the distrust of Black residents.

“We’ve been told so much misinformation over the
years about the condition of our community,” Royal,
of the NAACP, said. “I believe a lot of people don’t
trust what the government says.”

Kowalik has met—virtually—with trusted and in-
fluential community leaders to discuss outreach efforts
to ensure everyone is on the same page about the im-

portance of staying home and keeping 6 feet away
from others if they must go out.

Police and inspectors are responding to complaints
received about “noncompliant” businesses forcing
staff to come to work or not practicing social distanc-
ing in the workplace. Violators could face fines.

“Who are we getting these complaints from?” she
asked. “Many people of color.”

Residents have been urged to call 211 if they need
help with anything from finding something to eat or a
place to stay. And the state has set up two voluntary
isolation facilities for people with COVID-19 symp-
toms whose living situations are untenable, including
a Super 8 motel in Milwaukee.

Despite the work being done in Milwaukee, experts
like Linda Sprague Martinez, a community health re-
searcher at Boston University’s School of Social Work,
worry that the government is not paying close enough
attention to race, and as the disease spreads, will do
too little to blunt its toll.

“When COVID-19 passes and we see the losses …
it will be deeply tied to the story of post-World War II
policies that left communities marginalized,” Sprague
said. “Its impact is going to be tied to our history and
legacy of racial inequities. It’s going to be tied to the
fact that we live in two very different worlds.”

Update, April 3, 2020: This story has been updated
to reflect that Illinois and North Carolina are breaking
coronavirus cases down by race.
Doris Burke and Hannah Fresques contributed re-

porting.
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African Americans are Getting 
COVID-19 and Dying at Higher Rates

(continued from page 5)

County Supervisor Felesia
Martin urges residents to stop
congregating around parks

Milwaukee  County Supervisor
Felesia Martin urges residents to
take state and local emergency or-
ders seriously in order to stop the
spread of COVID-19. As of April
8, there have been over 1,416
cases of the coronavirus in Mil-
waukee County.

“We continue to receive reports
of basketball games and the use of
playground equipment,” said Su-
pervisor Martin. 

“We are urging residents to stop
engaging in contact sports in order
to stop the spread of the virus
(COVID-19). 

“The Milwaukee County Parks
Department has posted warning
signage of closures on basketball
courts and playground areas with
yellow tape & STOP signage
around all the Milwaukee County
Parks. 

“We need everyone to be re-
spectful of the warnings posted
throughout our parks system and
respect the lives of others.”

As we continue to stop the
spread of the virus (COVID-19)
law enforcement has been asked
to increase patrolling throughout
Milwaukee County parks to make
sure residents are abiding by the
Safer at Home guidelines.

“Our first responders are work-
ing full stop to keep all of us safe,”
said Supervisor Martin. “Let's
help them by staying at home and
practicing social distancing when
out in public spaces. 

“Be reminded you are not only

placing your lives in danger but
those of your family members,
friends, and neighbors. This is a
deadly virus which can affect any-
one regardless of age, gender, sex-
ual orientation, ethnicity or
country of origin.” 

Supervisor Martin represents
Milwaukee County's 7th Supervi-
sory District, which has been hit
particularly hard by the coron-
avirus.
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