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PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITY

By Yvonne  Kemp
QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

Why is it important to vote in the coming
elections (Spring Primary-2/18, Spring

Election and Presidential Primary-April 7,
Fall Partisan Primary-Aug. 11, and Fall

Gen. Election-Nov. 3)?

“We, as a
community,
need to vote in
every election
because we
need people
in office that
are going to
work for the
people in the community.”

TONDA L.
HIGGINS

“Voting is very im-
portant. We need
to realize that we
need people in of-
fice that are going
to understand the
problems the
community has,
and are going to
do something about them.”

KEVIN
BROWN

“This election season
is important due to
the fact that our
voice is on the line. It
is our opportunity to
have a true impact
and show our power
as a people. And
show we have the
right as individuals
to represent state, city, county and presiden-
tial elections.”

MARTINEZ
MILTON

“Why is it im-
portant to vote
in this election?
If you wanna
be heard,
YOUR VOTE IS
YOUR VOICE!
Speak loud
and proud at the election polls!

CLAUDIA
BREWER

ELECTION WATCH 2020: THE PRIMARIES•TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Candidates for Alderman and County Executive 

Square-off in respective forums in Sherman Park

The Sherman Park Community Association and the residents of Grasslyn Manor held two political forums
at the Albright United Methodist Church Hall, 5555 W. Capitol Drive. The first forum was held January 30
and featured candidates running for the seventh aldermanic district (top photo) The candidates for the seat
are: Fred Royal (second from left), Kenneth Hughes, Elizabeth Brown, and incumbent Alderman Khalif
Rainey. The individuals book-ending them are Mable Lamb, representing Sherman Park Association, and
Steve O’Connell, who was the MC. The second forum (above photo) was held February 6 and involved
the candidates running for Milwaukee County Executive to replace Chris Abele. The candidates are Chris
Larson (second from left), Purnima Nath, David Crowley, and Theodore Lipscomb, Sr. Book-ending these
candidates are Debra Ford of Sherman Park Association and O’Connell. The candidates are on the Feb-
ruary 18 primary ballot. The top two vote getters in both races will then face off in the Spring election, to
be held April 7.—Photos by Kim Robinson.

WHO’S 
RUNNING AND

FOR WHAT
OFFICE...

MAYOR 
TOM BARRETT (INC)
PAUL RASKY
LENA TAYLOR
T. ANTHONY ZIELINSKI

CITY ATTORNEY
VINCENT J. BOBOT
GRANT F. LANGLEY (INC)
TEARMAN SPENCER 

CITY TREASURER
SPENCER COGGS (INC)
BRANDON METHU

ALDERMANIC DISTRICTS
# 1 VINCE G. TONEY
LEONARD GOUDY
ASHANTI HAMILTON (INC)

#2 CAVALIER 
JOHNSON (INC) 

#3 JACOB MAREK
NIK KOVAC (INC)

#4 ROBERT BAUMAN
(INC)

#5 NICK MCVEY
BRUCE WINTER
NIKIYA DODD (INC)

#6 MILELE A. 
COGGS (INC)
TORY LOWE

#7 ELIZABETH BROWN
KHALIF RAINEY (INC)
KENNETH HUGHES 
FRED ROYAL, JR. 

#8 RYAN M. ANTCZAK 
ANGEL C. SANCHEZ
JOCASTA ZAMARRIPA 
CHRISTIAN SALDIVAR
JUSTIN BIELINSKI

#9 CHANTIA LEWIS (INC) 

#10 MICHAEL J. 
MURPHY (INC)
RICHARD L. GELDON 

#11 CHRISTIAN
AHANGAR
PETER BURGELIS
MARK A. 
BORKOWSKI (INC)

#12 JOSE ́G. PEŔEZ (INC)

(continued on page 5)

Once again Republican Tim
Rogers is running against in-
cumbent U.S. Congress-
woman Gwen Moore.

You’re probably shaking your head recalling the MCJ ar-
ticle the newspaper published in its October 24, 2018 edi-
tion in which the conservative, life-long Milwaukeean
announced he was throwing his proverbial hat in the ring
against a hugely popular democratic lawmaker in a predom-
inately Black democratic district.

Right now, you’re asking out loud—to a friend, loved
one, relative or no one in particular—“WHY! What makes
him think the outcome will be any different the second time
around?”

The reporter wrote at the time Rogers was on a “political
suicide mission.” And just as the reporter noted then:
Rogers still believes—just as he did in 2018—that he can
beat Moore for her fourth congressional district seat.

With no social media presence and for less than $700
spent on his campaign, Rogers garnered 60,000 votes to
Moore’s 200,000. But Rogers stressed there are 600,000
total voters in the 4th Congressional District. And not every-
one voted. 

“A lot of people didn’t know I was running last time. Now

I’ll have more support this time.” Rogers will also have the
advantage of running in a presidential election year. He has
a campaign manager, and more support from the Republi-
can party. 

During a recent interview, Rogers explained why he was
running again, which was a carbon copy of what he said in
the 2018 interview (and we quote): “People (living in the
district) have voted Democratic all their lives, but nothing’s
changed.”

Just as he did two years ago, Rogers said if he’s elected
he would introduce legislation calling for a federal emer-
gency declaration to deal with housing, economic develop-
ment for low-income Milwaukee neighborhoods, and
address the problem of lead contaminated water and replac-
ing lead-lined water laterals.

In his last interview, Rogers was also critical of his own
Republican Party at the time, saying they should be more
focused on the Black community as it relates to getting
votes and implementing conservative ideas such as job and

One of the main priorities—if not “the” main priority—of Mayor Tom
Barrett was making sure Milwaukee businesses and entrepreneurs, es-
pecially those of color, were totally involved in every aspect of the Dem-
ocratic National Convention, which will be in the Brew City in July.

The mayor delivered on his main priority when it was announced re-
cently that JCP, a local Black owned and operated construction company
has been selected as the DNCC’s construction general contractor.

“We’re very pleased JCP will play a major role preparing the Fiserv
Forum for the convention, especially making the “national stage” (from
which various speakers—including the eventual nominee of the party—
will speak),” said Barrett during a phone interview with Clifton Phelps,
one of three brothers who make up the construction firm.

Since winning the DNC over such major convention cities as Houston
and Miami, Barrett has emphasized local residents, neighborhoods, and
businesses--especially minority residents, neighborhoods and busi-
nesses-- benefit from the economic windfall the political convention
will bring to the city.

“The city of Milwaukee has a tremendous amount to showcase when

INSIDE: Profile of state Supreme Court Candidate Jill Karofsky

Back for another go-round!
Republican congressional candidate Tim Rogers believes his
chances of defeating incumbent Gwen Moore better than in 2018

By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.

(continued on page 11

Black owned 
construction firm 
chosen to prepare the
Fiserv Forum for DNC
Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

(continued on page 11)

Mayor Tom Barrett and JCP Construction’s Clifton Phelps being inter-
viewed by a MCJ reporter about the construction firm being selected to
help transform the Fiserv Forum into the epicenter of American poli-
tics.—Photo courtesy of the mayor’s office

Congressional 
Candidate 

Tim Rogers


