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HABARIHABARI
GANIGANI??
(What’s The News?) 
National News Briefs

Civil rights at-
torney Ben-
jamin Crump’s
new book, titled
“Open Season:
Legalized
Genocide of
Colored Peo-
ple,” is unapolo-
getic about the
rampant geno-
cide of “colored”
people in America. In the book,
Crump—who first became a na-
tional figure when he represented
the families of Trayvon Martin and
Michael Brown, unarmed Black men
who were shot and killed because
they were Black—examines several
ways in which African Americans
are being used as “target practice”
and offers a systematic plan on how
we can begin to change this course
of action. The noted attorney said
it’s time to hold a mirror to America’s
face so they can see the killings that
happen every day, in every city,
state and courtroom in America and
admit it can do better. 
—Source: TheGrio.com

Ex-San Fran-
cisco 49ers
Quarterback
and philanthro-
pist/activist
Colin Kaeper-
nick and his
girlfriend re-
cently spent his
32nd birthday
feeding and giving supplies to Oak-
land’s homeless. They both walked
around Tent City in Oakland hand-
ing out backpacks loaded with
snacks, socks, air quality masks,
clothes and other supplies to the
homeless population in that city.
The effort was done in partnership
with Kaepernicks’s  foundation,
“Know Your Rights Camp.” The for-
mer quarterback even posed for
photos with the less fortunate. In
2016, Kaepernick risked his NFL ca-
reer when he started kneeling dur-
ing the National Anthem at games to
raise awareness and protest inci-
dents of police brutality and racial
inequities. —Source: TheGrio.com

The state of
Oklahoma re-
cently an-
nounced it is
freeing 527 in-
mates who were
incarcerated for
minor drug and
nonviolent of-
fenses—the
largest single day of commutation in
U.S. history. The commutations are
the result of two ballot measures ap-
proved by state voters three years
ago: State Question 780 and 781. 
The action lowered low-level

crimes, such as simple drug pos-
session and nonviolent property
crimes under $1,000, to misde-
meanors instead of felonies. The ra-
tionale boils down to dollars and
cents. The state factored in all the
money it will save on incarceration,
allowing those dollars to be redi-
rected to drug treatment and reha-
bilitation services. 
Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt, a

first-term governor who campaigned
on prison reform and signed off on
freeing the inmates, said he was
“implementing the will of the peo-
ple.”—Source: TheGrio.com

PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITY

By Yvonne  Kemp
QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

“What would you like to see
done to stop the reckless
driving in our community?”

“I think the po-
lice need to
stop chasing ve-
hicles again.
Stiffer penalties
for driving
from lane to
lane and driv-
ing through red lights.”

TERRANCE
WARE

I think they need
to raise the cost of
registration and
drivers licenses
for young people.
Also, for those
ages 16-18, they
need someone
over 25 in the vehicles with them
while they’re driving.”

CORLEY
McGEE, Jr.

“I think putting
cameras at street
lights and stop
signs will make
people think
about driving
crazy. But the po-
lice should not
stop chasing these people who break
the law.”

PERRY
BELL

“I’d like to see the city
and state require driv-
ers education for all
drivers prior to granting
anyone a driver’s li-
cense. It’s also essential
to increase policing of
traffic violations, absent
excessive chases
through our city’s
streets. Most young
people haven’t been
taught to be courteous
while driving and tend to drive aggressively. We
need to do everything we can to protect our chil-
dren from senseless drivers.”

TONY
KEARNEY

“Cures”
for a 
fatal

community-
wide problem?
Noted community activist offers possible 
solutions to the epidemic of reckless driving
“Letter to the Editor” by Tyrone Dumas
There was a problem with the Commu-
nity Journal’s front page editorial in last
week’s October 30 edition according to
the paper’s associate publisher, columnist,
and former editor Mikel Holt. 
While it touched on all the right things to “say” (i.e. “rhetoric”) about

the “epidemic” (as we called it in the editorial) of fatal reckless driving,
he said it failed to offer what the entire point of the editorial was sup-
posed to be about: “solutions” that could go a long way in thwarting
reckless driving on neighborhood streets, and the fall-out that sometimes
accompanies it, “road rage.”
Ironically, community activist, former educator, and elder Tyrone P.

Dumas sent us a copy of a letter he has written to the Common Council
and Mayor Tom Barrett offering solutions to the crisis of reckless driving
that has claimed numerous lives; most recently the lives of two sisters,
ages four and six-years-old.
The following is Dumas’ letter in its entirety with some minor editing

for clarity.
****

Dear Milwaukee Alderman/Common Council/Mayors Office and the
Press (media):

I submitted these suggestions to the Mayor and Council in the past
two-three years. Please let me know if you think they can be put in place
in Milwaukee before the 2019-20 Winter begins.
I am resubmitting them because of the recent/past deaths associated

with reckless driving…I am pissed that these driving issues have reached
a major milestone in regards to public safety and loss of life in Milwau-
kee. Over the last few months I have seen people run stop lights, stop
signs, pass in the turn lanes (left and right) at high speeds while people
driving regularly are being threatened by some of those driving recklessly
and ignore the police/MPD (Milwaukee Police Department) as they drive
by. My wife stopped me from getting out of the car recently to confront
those stop sign/red light runners.
I hope you will weigh in on how you can put some of these policies in

play on Milwaukee’s streets, roads and highways with MPD and the
County Sheriff. It is time to send a message to all of those—young, mid-
dle-age, women, men and old folk, regardless of race, creed, age—that
this behavior is unacceptable and has to stop or feel the consequences of
the system that protects all of us from these maniacs before someone else
gets killed and/or injured. 
I would like to make some recommendations on how to handle the cur-

rent driving issues in Milwaukee:

10

(continued on page 3)

Photo courtesy of Fox6now.com

MILDRED HARPOLE
REMEMBERED
Community elder and “griot” Reuben Harpole (cen-
ter) holds a proclamation from Gov. Tony Evers honor-
ing his late wife, educator and fair housing advocate
Mildred Harpole (inset) who died recently and was memorial-
ized during a repast held at the Wisconsin Black Historical Society, where many
who know and worked with her gave testimonials about her contributions to the
community. The funeral service was held earlier in the day at St. Frances of Assisi
Church, 1927 N. Vel Phllips Avenue. Pictured with Harpole is his daughter Annette
(left) and Dr. Eve Hall, president/CEO of the Milwaukee Urban League, who read
and presented the governor’s proclamation to Reuben. —Photo by Yvonne Kemp. 

Staffers and board members of the Milwaukee Urban League were joined by represen-
tatives of the Wisconsin Policy Forum in posing with the organization’s logo celebrating
its 100 years of service to the community after a “Lunch and Learn” presentation by the
Forum about the City of Milwaukee and Milwaukee County 2020 budgets recently. Par-
ticipants were encouraged to bring a bag lunch and listen to the Forum’s representatives
break down both governmental budgets and the impact both have on the day to day lives
of the citizenry, from public safety, to maintenance of the county parks, to street repair,
to name but a few areas discussed. Both the Milwaukee Common Council and the Mil-
waukee County Board of Supervisors are holding respective budget deliberations that
will decide the fiscal direction of both governmental bodies.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

MUL lunches and learns about the
budgets of both the city and county
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Child care owner honored by city!

Surrounded by family and friends, Tammi Brown (holding proclamation she re-
ceived) was honored recently by the city of Milwaukee and Mayor Tom Barrett for
her work with young children, first as an employee with the State of Wisconsin
Department of Children and Families Division helping parents find proper child
care resources for their children, and now as the owner/proprietor of “Little T’s
Achievers,” which offers affordable daycare to children regardless of race, ethnic-
ity, or disability. With Brown and her family is Hattie Patterson (fourth from left
wearing black and white) who was responsible for getting the city honor for Brown.
Brown and family were at a local restaurant celerating the event when the photo,
by Yvonne Kemp, was taken.

We ’ r e  a l s o  O N L I N E !  G o  t o
milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
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...MCSO Reminds Motorists
to Move Over or Slow
Down
Winter weather conditions will obviously affect

your morning travel on our freeways, thus causing
slippery road conditions and traffic delays. With
an early snowfall early Wednesday morning
throughout Milwaukee County, motorists will
now have to exercise more caution when driving.
The Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office stands

ready to assist commuters throughout our freeway
system and offers the following tips for safe driv-
ing during winter weather conditions:
Remember that excessive speed and following

too close contribute to crashes in winter weather.
Reduce your speed to match road conditions.
Double or even triple your following distance: in-
stead of keeping two car lengths between you and
the car in front of you, maintain a following dis-
tance of four or even six car lengths.
Wear your seatbelt. It’s the law!
Turn headlights. Make sure your headlights are

on.
Slow down and prepare to stop. When stopping

your vehicle, don’t wait until the last possible sec-
ond. Four-wheel drive may help get your vehicle
moving, but it doesn’t help you slow down or
stop.

Stuck in a ditch: Turn on your hazard lights, re-
main in your vehicle, and call 911.
Crashed but your vehicle is drivable: It’s safer

to drive off the freeway to the nearest available
exit. Once you have removed your vehicle from
the freeway, call 911 or MCSO’s non-emergency
number, 414-278-4788.
You may self-report a crash using our online re-

porting system within 24 hours of the incident. Go
to mkesheriff.org and, under the Quick Links
header, click “Report a Crash or Accident.”
Crashed but injured or the vehicle is not mov-

able: Turn on your hazard lights, remain in your
vehicle with your seatbelt on, and call 911.
Remember to Move Over for Emergency Per-

sonnel: The Move Over Law requires all drivers
to move over or slow down for emergency vehi-
cles and personnel working on the freeway.
Be aware of tows: All disabled vehicles must

be towed during winter snow conditions.
Our Patrol Division will be present throughout

our freeway system aiding motorists and ensuring
commuter safety. Keep an eye out for emergency
personnel and please be safe when driving on our
freeways. Please direct all inquiries to Director of
Public Affairs and Community Engagement
Faithe Colas at faithe.colas@milwaukeecoun-
tywi.gov or at 414-639-5506.—Article courtesy
of the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Department

COMMUNITY411
NEWS OF UPCOMING EVENTS

The Common Council today ap-
proved legislation that seeks to re-
store voting rights for those
convicted of a felony charge.
Common Council File #

191090, sponsored by Alderman
Khalif J. Rainey, directs the city’s
Intergovernmental Relations Divi-
sion to support 2019 Wisconsin
Senate Bill 348, which restores the
right to vote to certain persons
barred from voting as a result of a
felony charge, changes the infor-
mation required on voter registra-
tion forms, and changes voting
procedures for certain persons
who are convicted of felonies. 
Currently, those convicted of a

felony charge do not have their
right to vote restored until after
their sentence has been completed
– including extended supervision

and parole. 
Under the proposed bill, persons

convicted of a felony would be el-
igible to vote upon their release
from prison.
Wisconsin Senate Bill 348 also

deletes the requirement that an ap-
plicant provide any information

relating to a felony conviction
when registering to vote.
“Whether it is at the city, state or

national level, we should always
be working to enhance voter rights
for the people we serve,” said Al-
derman Rainey. 
“Preventing people convicted of

a felony from voting who have
served their time disproportion-
ately affects African Americans,
particularly in Milwaukee. 
“I hope that in the coming

months the state Legislature will
take action on this bill and during
the 2020 elections more people
will be granted access to have their
voices heard.”
File #191090 was co-sponsored

by Alderwoman Milele A. Coggs,
Alderwoman Chantia Lewis and
Alderman Nik Kovac.

Council approves resolution to
support expanded voting access

Ald. Rainey

1. When people are caught intentionally running a
red light and/or a stop sign should be given a ticket
and their car towed-away and held for a minimum of
30 days. 
2. Enforce all the laws with people driving cars with

no rear view mirrors, no license plates, badly damaged
or non-drivable cars, etc.
3. New tow cost of $100 per day for tow storage

should be added to the current charge and a 30-day
waiting period before offenders can get their car back.
Also, sell/trash/scrap the car if the driver is caught for
a second or third time running a red light and/or stop
sign.
4. Those who are drag racing should also be given a

ticket and their cars towed. If they are caught drag rac-
ing for the second or third time, the car should be
seized by the city and sold or scraped.
5. The word will soon get out about the crack down

and then other cities take notice and do the same.
6. Drivers license suspensions should also be on the

table. A person driving with no license should go to
jail for a minimum of 30 days. 
7. If you really want to push the envelope, do this:

”No cars can be sold to anyone without a drivers li-
cense.” If you purchase a car for someone who doesn’t

have a drivers license, then the purchaser assumes the
liability and will be charged appropriately if their is an
accident.
8. Require all car sales/dealerships to, nightly, place

all of the car lot keys in a locked/bolted down safe so
car thieves can’t gain access to them. 
9. Place cameras at stop lights.
10. Fund more comprehensive driver education pro-

grams whether in Milwaukee Public Schools, or
through Employ Milwaukee or other non-profit youth
agencies.

I am fed up like many of you, and think we need to
drop the hammer on those who would use their cars as
ultimate weapons of destruction and mayhem in our
community/neighborhoods, and on our city’s streets. It
has come down to life and death for citizens in South
East Wisconsin when it comes to driving. 
I worked hard for almost a decade on the issue of

drivers licenses and their impact on job acquisition in
Milwaukee and South East Wisconsin, but this new
crisis has taken on a criminal philosophy of “don’t
care and who gonna stop me.” We together are gonna
stop them!

Regards and God Bless,
Tyrone P. Dumas

(continued from front page)

Ten “cures” for a fatal
community-wide problem

The 76th annual Holi-
day Folk Fair Interna-
tional, America’s
premiere multi-cultural
festival, will take place
at the State Fair Park
Exposition Center,
West Allis, Wis., Fri.,
Nov. 22 – Sun., Nov.
24, 2019.
A program of the Interna-

tional Institute of Wisconsin
(IIW), Holiday Folk Fair Inter-
national celebrates the cul-
tural heritage of the people
living in southeastern Wis-
consin. 
The 2019 theme, “Celebrate the Culture of

Language – Indigenous and Heritage,” will
allow Fair-goers the opportunity to explore
how the language of those from around the
world shape how they communicate and what
they share with the next generation.
Theme: Celebrate the Culture of Language

– Indigenous and Heritage

Dates: Friday, November 22 – 
Sunday, November 24, 2019
Location: State Fair Park Exposition 
Center, West Allis, WI
Times: Friday: Education Day: 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
General Public: 2 p.m.-9 p.m.
Naturalization Ceremony: 2:30 p.m.
Saturday: General Public: 
10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday: General Public: 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Religious Service: 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Program: 
11:15 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.

Attractions:
• Special Attractions invited international

performers and artisans, photographic ex-
hibits, the Artisan corner, a display of tradi-
tional apparel from different cultures, the
Kohl’s Color Wheels display, the Dirty Kettle
Native American interactive display, a Milwau-
kee Public Museum display, the Wisconsin
Woodturners, and a bonsai exhibit.
• All Nations Theater sponsored by Fields

Auto Group: Traditional music and dance per-
formed by more than 25 cultural groups, plus
the opening and closing ceremonies as well

as the Naturalization Ceremony.
• International Stage, presented by AT&T:

Young people performing their ethnic dances.
• Coffee House, sponsored by Chiro-one

Wellness Centers: Eat, drink, and hear
music.
• Tanzhaus: Dance and sing along with a

variety of musical stylings.
• World Café, presented by College of

Menominee Nation: A wide assortment of
delicacies from around the world.
• The Artisan Corner, presented by Debra

Stefl: local and regional vendors demon-
strating their craft.
• Heritage Lane, sponsored by Everdry: Tra-

ditional customs from diverse cultures.
• International Bazaar, presented by Bath

Fitter: Cultural artifacts for a unique shopping
experience.
• Milwaukee Public Museum on the Move

daily presentations with artifacts from cultures
around the world available for handling and
interaction.
• Callen Construction Chef’s Stage: Area

chefs preparing traditional cuisine.

Ticket Prices:  $10.00  Advance
$14.00 At the Gate
FREE for Children 5 and under and 
those with a Military ID
$10.00 Children 6-12 at the Gate
$10.00 Senior Citizens 62+ at the Gate 
with ID
Ticket Sales: Advance Ticket Outlets – visit

www.FolkFair.org for complete list. Order Ad-
vance tickets at $10 each and family four-
packs at $36 at www.folkfair.org. Website:
www.FolkFair.org

SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR PERFORMING AT 2017 INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY FOLK FAIR.
PHOTO CREDIT: BRETT SCHEWITZ, SHEPHERD EXPRESS

NEFERTARI DANCERS AND DRUMMERS AT THE
2014 INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY FOLK FAIR.

Public listening 
session scheduled 
by Carjacking and 
Reckless Driving
Task Force
The first of at least two public listening sessions has

been scheduled for next week (November 12) to discuss
the preliminary report of the City-County Carjacking and
Reckless Driving Task Force.
Alderman Michael J. Murphy, co-chair of the task

force, said community members are encouraged to attend
the listening session set for 6 p.m. on Tuesday, November
12 at South Division High School, 1515 W. Lapham
Blvd.
The 15-member City-County Carjacking and Reckless

Driving Task Force began meeting in April in an attempt
to tackle the festering reckless driving epidemic in Mil-
waukee. Late last month the task force released its pre-
liminary set of recommendations on how to make
Milwaukee’s streets safer for drivers and pedestrians.
The (attached) preliminary report offers an initial set

of recommendations to change behavior from a three-
pronged approach: Engineering Solutions, Accountability
and Enforcement, and Prevention and Education. 
With this comprehensive strategy to tackle reckless

driving, decision makers can be better equipped to col-
laborate in a coordinated and comprehensive fashion
while working on changing reckless driving behavior.
Alderman Murphy, the primary sponsor of the Com-

mon Council legislation creating the task force, said input
received during the listening sessions will be taken into
account before a final plan is adopted. 

“We want to hear from citizens, stakeholders and any-
one who has ideas and input to share. It seems nearly
everyone knows someone affected by reckless driving in
Milwaukee, and we need a collective voice to formulate
possible solutions,” he said.
Alderwoman Chantia Lewis, chair of the task force’s

Prevention and Education Subcommittee, said the second
listening session will be announced soon and details will
be made public.
“I strongly encourage residents to review our prelimi-

nary report and to seize this prime opportunity to partic-
ipate in one or both of these public listening sessions,”
she said. “There is urgency and purpose in our work, and
we will be bringing a unique but critical proactive input
component to each session that will make attendees know
that their contributions are valued and appreciated.”
Alderman José G. Pérez, a member of the Public Safety

and Health Committee whose district includes South Di-
vision, is urging concerned citizens to attend Tuesday’s
listening session.
“Reckless driving is a personal matter to me.  I lost a

friend to a reckless driver just two years ago,” Alderman
Pérez said. 
“The Task Force has done a great deal of work leading

up to these meetings and I want to do whatever I can to
make sure residents hear its recommendations.  More im-
portantly, I want the Task Force to have an opportunity
to hear from citizens about how these behaviors affect
them and what they think should be done to prevent
them,” he said.
For Tuesday’s session there will be Spanish and Amer-

ican Sign Language interpretation services available.
The task force has been working steadily during the

past six months to shape the policy recommendations. 
The body is composed of experts from the Common

Council, Mayor’s Office, Health Department, Police De-
partment, Sheriff’s Department, District Attorney’s Of-
fice, Milwaukee County Circuit Court, Milwaukee
Municipal Court, the Milwaukee Youth Council, commu-
nity organizations and the general public.

During 
Winter
Weather
Conditions...
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RELIGIONRELIGION

Calvary Baptist Church will hold its annual Men’s Day celebration Sunday, November 10.
Calvary is located at 2959 N. Teutonia Ave. Rev. Dr. John R. Walton, Jr. is the senior
pastor. The morning worship will feature Rev. Dr. Andrew Hopgood as the keynote
speaker. Service starts at 9:30 a.m. At 3 p.m., musical groups from several local Baptist
churches will join the Calvary Baptist Church’s Men’s Choir (pictured above) for an after-
noon of spirit-filled musical praise. The featured groups will be: Christ The King Baptist
Church, Metropolitan Baptist Church, St. Matthew CME Church, and Heritage Chorale.
—Photo of Calvary’s Men’s Choir courtesy of the church

Calvary to hold men’s day
events November 10

Calvary Baptist Church’s Men’s Choir

MKE Christian 
Fellowship 
Basketball League 
readys for 
25th season!
Youth and adults between the ages of 12 and 25 are in-

vited to join the Milwaukee Christian Fellowshop Bas-
ketball League (MCFBL) for its 25th season. 
The MCFBL is  a church congregation supported bas-

ketball outreach ministry serving the Greater Milwaukee
Area.  All teams must be affiliated with a church congre-
gation to play in our league.  

If you currently don't have enough youth in your
church congregation, use MCFBL as way to draw them
in during the season or consider collaborating with an-
other congregation to field a team together! 
There will be a informational session Tuesday, No-

vember 12, from 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m.at St. Augustine Prep,
2607 S. 5th St. (3 Blocks South of 5th & Lincoln Ave.
Attendees are asked to TAKE BECHER STREET EXIT
if you’re on I-43. 
Enter the Athletic Complex entrance on the South end

of the parking lot).The session is open to returning
coaches, players, board members, referees, new churches
and community supporters interested in joining or learn-
ing more about supporting the league. 
Light Refreshments and Fellowship begin at 5:30pm.

Info session starts at 6 p.m. and we’ll wrap up by 7p.m.
For more information, EMAIL QUESTIONS TO: MCF-
BLMKE@GMAIL.COM or League Director (Ennis
Chambliss): KANES2003@GMAIL.COM 
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES “I believe we are here on the planet Earth to
live, grow up and do what we can to make
this world a better place for all people to

enjoy freedom.”—Rosa Parks

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The abysmal state of state education
Yet another national report has confirmed that Milwaukee’s en-

trenched system of educational apartheid is dooming African Ameri-
can children to mediocrity and second-class citizenship.
The report released last week by the National Assessment of Edu-

cation Progress (Nation’s Report Card) revealed our city hosts the
widest racial academic achievement gap in the country.
Equally disturbing is the total silence from stakeholders to this

tragedy.  I’ve been anxiously waiting since the results were revealed
for a response from stakeholders.
Instead, I’ve heard nothing but silence: not a word, murmur, or even

a cough or sneeze.  
And given the potential ramifications, the deafening silence is non-

sensical, if not inexplicably damning.
The “Report Card” revealed our state has the fewest number of

African American students proficient in fourth and eighth-grade read-
ing.
Moreover, as was revealed last year (and the year before that), our

children’s lack of basic skills ensures we rank below all but a couple
of cities in high school graduation. 
That latter statistic partly explains why Wisconsin has the highest

Black male incarceration rate in countries south of the North Pole.
As this publication’s education reporter, I’m not surprised by the

revelations. And maybe I shouldn’t be surprised that no one—politi-
cian, community leader, teacher or parent—has stepped forward to
raise the flag of alarm, if not surrender.
Check that.
Pressed by education columnist Alan Borsuk, a Department of Pub-

lic Instruction appointee did pull her head out of the sand long enough
to say the results represent a “crisis.”
But, she then tripped over her tongue by providing the disingenuous

“justification” that Black children do poorly elsewhere, too.
But that was it.
There was not a single noun, adjective or verb from any state legis-

lator, even though they are entrusted by the state constitution to ensure
all Wisconsin children receive a quality education.
Same for the local school board, which is known for calling press

conferences to tout the lunch menu or the need for unisex bathrooms,
but not to a word to explain the abysmal state of education.
Even if you purchased one of those super hearing devices they sell

on cable television after 2 a.m. in the morning, you could not pick up
a buzz from the local teachers’ union (MTEA) about this unacceptable
tragedy.
I assume the MTEA will respond to this column with a few choice

words about how the “good” students have abandoned government
schools to enroll in those Satanic charter and community schools.  You
can expect another press release about privatization “stealing” MPS
money, or how the poor parents who chose to go elsewhere are traitors,
atheists and pawns of the conservative right.
Of course, they won’t tell you that DPI rates only two MPS elemen-

tary non-specialty schools in the state’s top ten—Milwaukee College
Prep—one on 36th Street and the other 38th Street. Both, ironically,
are chartered by MPS.
Nor will the union officials tell you how another study revealed re-

cently that most public/government schoolteachers prefer private
schools themselves, or how Milwaukee teachers lead the country in
that category.
Most surprisingly (or maybe not), there was total silence from par-

ents, civil rights groups, and liberal missionary organizations that con-
trol the Black agenda.
You may recall the NAACP sued to stop Black parents from partic-

ipating in the school choice program after successfully selling us a bill
of goods about how school “integration” would close the achievement
gap and provide Black children a passport to enter the “Promised
Land.”
Oh, by the way, several studies have revealed Milwaukee govern-

ment schools are today more segregated than they were 40 years after
the school desegregation settlement.
I’m surprised the NAACP and the missionary groups have not said

anything about that dichotomy.
But maybe I shouldn’t be since nobody else seems to care about the

plight of Black students either.  
Given the response to the Report Card, I assume an outside observer

would agree with my assessment. And I would be hard-pressed to con-
vince them otherwise.
I can, however, join them in predicting if nothing changes in the

foreseeable future, we face a future of haves and have nots, social an-
archy, and another generation of lost souls.
And, while I try not to overplay the race card, this exemplar dictates

an exception.
If the report showed a suburban district’s students were doing even

half as bad as our children, I would guarantee former DPI superintend-
ent and current Governor Tony Evers would be surrounded by their
respective school boards, teachers’ union, parents, and the entire state
assembly demanding immediate action.
But because we’re talking about Black children…well, I don’t have

to finish that sentence.
What makes matters worse is that even the blind saw this coming.
We’ve witnessed this disparity worsening for years. It was the sys-

tem of educational apartheid and a much smaller achievement gap that
prompted the school desegregation lawsuit of the 1970s.
Yes, an achievement gap existed, but it was based more so on equity

than on culture.
We were poor, but we still excelled despite limited resources, out-

dated books, and rookie teachers.
The major difference was we had a community and culture that pri-

oritized education.  
As ironic as it may appear, there are many who theorize things

started going downhill after the school desegregation court order.
And therein lies part of the reason for the current state of apathy, ig-

norance, or blind acceptance of the failing status quo?
I hypothesize there are three reasons for this abysmal state of edu-

cation. But let’s start with a rhetorical question once asked by the late,
great political pioneer Annette Polly Williams. 
She offered, “The problem is rooted in either the system or the child.

Either there is something wrong with Black children or with the edu-
cational system.”
Far too many government teachers—consciously or subcon-

sciously—believe it’s the latter.
To illustrate my point, a North Division high school teacher told me

during a community hearing to discuss turning around that failing
school, that the reason for the children’s failure was their inability to
learn because they are “poor” and are traumatized from “hearing gun-
shots every day.”
I’m not making this up.
Several people heard her comments in response to my questions

about the academic failure of students at North and the MTEA’s non-
sensical campaign to stop any reform that threatened the failing status
quo.
This same teacher said she was an expert in African American his-

tory because she “owned Black art.”
She was also heard telling several North students “chosen” by the

union to attend the meeting, to “attack Howard Fuller (a presenter at
the meeting) because he was trying to privatize their school.”
(Interestingly, when questioned, none of the students could tell me

what privatization meant. Nor could they spell it.)
But I’m not going to get into a discussion about “liberal” racism. If

that teacher’s comments doesn’t provide you with clear evidence of
how low expectations and prejudices are undermining the educational

process for our children, you’re living in a fool’s paradise and are part
of the problem.
Instead, let’s focus on the three reasons for failure.
Poor parenting, the entrenched system of educational apartheid, and

resistance to change inspired by a conspiracy to under-or-miseducate
our children.
The primary reason Milwaukee has the highest poverty rate in the

country is not necessarily because a single, Black woman heads 70%
of all African American households.
It’s because half of them subscribe to the “Culture of Poverty

(COP),” which includes an indifference, if not abhorrence to educa-
tion.
Few Black parents attend parent/teacher conferences, check their

children’s homework (or assist them) or motivate their child to put
forth 100% effort.
To add insult to injury, studies have shown that in the average White

family home, a child will hear one million words before they start
kindergarten.
In the average Black household, a Black child will hear one-tenth

that number, and that’s only if you include racist epithets and profan-
ities I wouldn’t use around adults, much less children.
In middle-class homes, parents invest resources into music, art, and

tutoring. They send their children to academic summer camps and en-
roll them in college preparatory programs.
Many if not most COP parents enroll her child in programs chosen

because they offer food and safe environments.  
They allow their children to waste summer vacations running the

streets and rarely impress on them the importance of the printed word.
As a result, most of our COP children will begin their schooling with

a significant handicap. Few ever catch up to their socioeconomic peers.
From that perspective, it’s not poverty that hinders them but the cul-

ture of poverty.
I was a single parent trying to make a dollar out of 15 cents. I’ve

never owned a new car because I put my priorities elsewhere—in my
children. I believe father means to take your children further—then
you and your generation.
Fortunately, I remarried, so my sons had the benefit of an activist

father and mother with a PhD in parenting Black boys.
When my oldest son—an acclaimed teacher—died, I stepped in to

assist his mother in raising one of my grandsons.
He attended an all African American charter school. His grades were

impressive enough that he won a full scholarship to a prestigious pri-
vate school academy.
He will finish his bachelor’s degree from the top-ranked college in

the state, after spending a semester in New Zealand. He will graduate
at age 19, and his future if bright.
His mother was a single parent. I was the surrogate father providing

the cultural element and taking him through an Africentric rites of pas-
sage. That’s why I know it’s not about the ‘po, it’s about the cultural
mindset.
Poor parents who “parent,” who are involved as partners in the ed-

ucational process, and engage the teacher and the system in producing
quality students.
You don’t have to read Carter G. Woodson’s “The Miseducation of

the Negro” to understand the depth of the second problem.
There are dozens of books that explain how the system is set up to

fail our children.
Low teacher expectations, out of date curriculum—specifically out-

moded reading methodology--and the refusal to even experiment with
reforms that might jeopardize teacher job security and the status quo
are at the core of the problem.
And make no mistake, the teachers’ union controls the Milwaukee

public school district!
And its leadership (not necessarily the teachers) is not interested in

what’s best for the children, as much as what’s best for the union’s
members.
Sadly, the MTEA has successfully blocked every major reform since

Fred Flintstone texted his first message on his solar phone.
I have taught and counseled in government and community schools.
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SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

(continued on page 7)

“Rosa Parks: In Her Own
Words,” a New Exhibition at the
Library of Congress, Offers 
Intimate View of Seminal 
Figure’s Life
First Exhibition of Rosa Parks’ Personal Collec-
tion Features 90 Items

Rosa Parks, the civil rights icon
made famous for her refusal to
give up her seat to a white man
on a city bus in Montgomery,
Alabama, in December 1955, is
often mischaracterized as a
quiet seamstress, with little at-
tention paid to her full life story.
A new Library of Congress ex-
hibition, “Rosa Parks: In Her
Own Words,” will reveal the
real Rosa Parks was a seasoned

activist with a militant spirit forged over decades of
challenging inequality and injustice.
Opening Dec. 5, this will be the first exhibition of the

Rosa Parks Collection, which includes her personal writ-
ings, reflections, photographs, records and memorabilia.
The collection was placed on loan with the Library in
2014 and became a permanent gift in 2016 through the
generosity of the Howard G. Buffett Foundation.
“Rosa Parks: In Her Own Words” will immerse visi-

tors in Parks’ words, reflections, handwritten notes and
photographs from throughout her life, allowing her to
tell her own life story. 
Four sections of the exhibition will explore Parks’

early life and activism, the Montgomery bus boycott, the
fallout from Parks’ arrest for her family and their move
to Detroit, and the global impact of her life.
“Rosa Parks lived a life dedicated to equal rights and

social justice, and she helped change the country with
the example she set,” said Librarian of Congress Carla
Hayden. “Our new exhibition is an important milestone
for Rosa Parks to tell her story for new generations
through her own words and pictures now preserved at
the Library of Congress.”
Born and reared in Alabama during the Jim Crow era

of legally mandated segregation, Rosa Louise McCauley
was taught by her grandfather “never to accept mistreat-
ment.” 
She married Raymond Parks, a charter member of the

NAACP branch in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1932, and
together they were early activists for racial equality.
They would organize to free the Scottsboro Boys in the
1930s. In 1943, Rosa Parks became the secretary of the
Montgomery NAACP, and the branch focused on voter
registration and cases of racial violence and discrimina-
tion.
After the bus incident, she was punished with death

threats, unemployment and poverty – but remained com-
mitted to the struggle for social justice.
Throughout her life, Parks would advocate for civil

rights, workers’ rights, women’s rights, prisoners’ rights
and black youth, and she spoke out against apartheid and
other injustices around the world.
Highlights from the exhibition include:
The Parks’ family Bible – being exhibited for the first

time;
Photographs and letters documenting Parks’ family

and early years;
Parks’ account of “keeping vigil” with her grandfather

to protect their home from Klansmen;
A manuscript in which Parks recalls a childhood en-

counter with a white boy who threatened to hit her and
how she responded;
Parks’ personal reflections on her arrest for refusing

to surrender her seat on a bus to a white passenger on
Dec. 1, 1955, recounting the emotional toll of incarcer-
ation;
Letters and documentation of the Montgomery bus

boycott and its consequences for those who joined the
protest;
Political buttons, brochures, photographs and letters

documenting the civil rights movement from the Parks
papers and the vast NAACP Records at the Library;
A handmade blue dress from Parks’ wardrobe, on loan

from the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African
American History and Culture;
Correspondence to Rep. John Conyers of Michigan

when Parks worked on his congressional staff from 1965
to 1988;
The Spingarn Medal citation, the NAACP’s highest

honor, awarded to Parks in 1979;
The Presidential Medal of Freedom awarded to Parks

at the White House in 1996;
The Congressional Gold Medal awarded to Parks in

1999.
A new book, “Rosa Parks: In Her Own Words,” is a

companion to the exhibition and reveals the civil rights
icon through her private manuscripts and handwritten
notes. 
The book, published by the University of Georgia

Press in association with the Library of Congress, in-
cludes more than 80 color and black-and-white images
from Parks’ collection – many appearing in print for
the first time

Rosa Parks



The Milwaukee Community Journal • November 6, 2019 • Page 6



The Milwaukee Community Journal • November 6, 2019 • Page 7

I have mentored. And I have fought for additional resources, including
teacher pay and benefits. 
But, as a Black Nationalist, I also served as a lieutenant in Polly

Williams’ school choice army. 
I believe to offer parents options is to empower them. Equally im-

portant, I find it hypocritical at best that while government school-
teachers want to chain Black students to failing government schools,
another study showed an overwhelming majority prefer private schools
for their own children. And Milwaukee leads the nation in that statis-
tic.
Moreover, because I have served on the board of two of the best pri-

vate schools in the city, I have a unique insight into their viability.
At Harambee Community School, we could barely pay the teachers

a living wage.
We had to beg, borrow, and steal to keep the doors open. But we did

something right because former MPS superintendent Robert S. Pe-
terkin once said Harambee and its sister schools, Urban Day and Bruce
Guadalupe, were producing quality—and culturally attuned—students
when MPS, with four times the budget, resources, and technology,
could not.
Granted, at Harambee and later Messmer Catholic Schools, we were

allowed autonomy, something government schools did not have. We
had parental contracts. Mandatory conferences. We even had parenting
classes.
We also had a network of families who shared responsibility for the

entire student body. Everybody looked out for the “village” children.
It was because of that dichotomy that Peterkin in 1988 asked Haram-

bee and four other schools to participate in a public/private partnership
that grew into what is today, the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program.
As for the conspiracy? I hope I’m right about my suspicions because

to think otherwise means all of this is the result of happenstance, luck,
or Divine Providence.
The conspiracy is rooted in two overlapping purposes. The first is a

desire to limit the field of competition to benefit white children.
The second is that the failing system provides a steady income for

missionaries, union members, and poverty pimps. It also fuels the
prison industrial complex. There’s big bucks in locking up Black folks
who are MPS drop-outs, or who “graduated,” but can barely read the
diploma they received telling them they graduated.
I was reading an article in Time Magazine Monday that opened my

eyes to this scheme.
Graduates of elite colleges—Harvard, Yale, etc.—are automatically

offered the top shelf positions in corporations.
Those who attend middle-ranked schools are offered jobs working

for the elites, and those on the bottom earn nice livings but are locked
into lower socioeconomic paradigms.
There is a campaign to make the system more diverse by setting

aside a smaller percentage of seats for the poor, but academically qual-
ified, minorities.
Don’t expect that to happen in any large number in part because

you’re taking away seats from the rich and selected middle class.
Those who have subscribed to the system of meritocracy do not want

their children to compete for seats.
There is also the matter of automation. Last week an article revealed

that automation—robotics and technology (with a pinch of artificial
intelligence thrown in for good measure)—will eliminate a significant
percentage of jobs in the next decade. African Americans, the article
declared, will be hit the hardest.
Fewer jobs will mean fewer opportunities.
I could be wrong in my assumptions. But since no one else is offer-

ing an analysis, much less solutions, I guess I’m the only voice in
town. And, apparently, the only one who cares.
Hotep.

(continued from page 5)
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Milwaukee Bucks for-
ward Giannis Antetokoun-
mpo has been named the
Eastern Conference
Player of the Week for
games played from Oct.
28-Nov. 3.
While leading the Bucks

to a 3-1 record, Antetok-
ounmpo averaged 25.3
points, 13.3 rebounds, 6.5
assists, 2.0 blocks and 1.0
steal per game while
shooting 57.8% from the
field. 
He had at least 20 points

and 10 rebounds in three
of the four games, includ-
ing a 36-point, 15-re-
bound, 8-assist, 4-block
performance in a win over
the Raptors on Saturday.
Through six games this

season, Antetokounmpo is

averaging 26.7 points (T-
9th in NBA), 13.8 re-
bounds (3rd in NBA), 7.7
assists (T-8th in NBA), 1.8
blocks and 1.3 steals per
game while knocking

down 58.8% of his shots.
He’s also the first player in
NBA history to tally at
least 150 points, 80 re-
bounds and 40 assists in
the first six games of a

season.
This is the 10th time An-

tetokounmpo has won
Player of the Week in his
career. He won the award
six times last season.

GIANNIS 
ANTETOKOUNMPO
NAMED EASTERN

CONFERENCE
PLAYER OF 
THE WEEK!
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