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(What’s The News?)
National News Briefs

W I S C O N S I N ’ S

Federal prosecutors in the R.
Kelly case are
arguing his marriage to a then
15-year-old
Aaliyah is proof
the singer can’t
be trusted
around kids and must remain behind
bars. Kelly reportedly married the
late R&B singer when he was 27.
The government produced the official marriage application, marriage
certificate, and annulment records
for the marriage. They note it was
far from a one-time mistake, charging Kelly’s sexual abuse of minors
was intentional and prolific. Kelly is
currently confined to the Metropolitan Correctional Center in downtown
Chicago pending trail. He faces 18
counts in federal indictments on various sex crimes in Chicago and
Brooklyn and 195 years for the
Chicago case alone. —thegrio.com

A F R I C A N

A M E R I C A N

Local photographers who knew and/or
worked with the late noted community
photographer Harry Kemp came together recently to celebrate his work
and life as Black Milwaukee’s “Gordon Parks’ at the Wisconsin Historical Society Museum. Called “Harry
Kemp Day,” the photographers also
talked about what the life of a photojournalist is like during a discussion
session.

Yvonne Kemp (second from left) with sister JoAnne Kemp (far
left), sister-in-law Gloria Kemp, and brother William Kemp.

Strauss Brands to Build Headquarters
and Processing Facility at Century City

Mayor Tom Barrett and Ald. Khalif
Rainey joined with the owners of
Strauss Brands LLC and regional economic development officials to announce that Strauss will construct a
175,000 square foot headquarters and
meat processing operation at Milwaukee’s Century City business park.

Strauss supplies premium quality, sustainably and humanely raised meats to customers coast to coast. Their
fastest growing segments include grass-fed beef, and organic beef as well as other speciality meats. Products can
be purchased at fine retailers and restaurants throughout
the Milwaukee area.
“Since 1937, we have proudly operated both in and

PULSE OF THE

COMMUNITY
B y Yv o n n e K e m p

“I think the Packers have a good
chance this season to make a
great comeback.
I like the second
string quarterJESSIE
back. If (Aaron)
REED
Rodgers gets
hurt, we have someone
to take his place.”

L A R G E S T

Local photographers gather to remember
Black Milwaukee’s “Gordon Parks”

Civil rights
attorney Benjamin Crump
said recently if
the U.S.
Supreme Court
strikes down
the $20 billion
lawsuit filed by
Black media mogul Byron Allen’s
Entertainment Studios, against TV
giants Comcast and Charter Communications for racial discrimination, it will effectively do away with
the Civil Rights Act of 1866, which
bans racial discrimination in business contracts and eliminate
equal protection under the law.
The Department of Justice recently filed an amicus brief, wanting Allen’s company to prove
racial discrimination is the only
reason they’re denied business
opportunities. Comcast denies
racial discrimination, noting its
Black themed programing.
—thegrio.com

Singer and
fashion mogul
Rihanna has
joined other
celebrities to
offer support to
the Bahamas
which was
rocked by Hurricane Dorian. Her charity, the Clara
Lionel Foundation, is trying to figure
out how to help the Caribbean nation that was pummeled by a Category 5 hurricane. The Red Cross
says 13,000-plus houses, or 45% of
homes in Grand Bahama and
Abaco, have been damaged or destroyed. Bahamian officials received
a “tremendous” number of calls from
people in flooded homes. One radio
station said it received more than
2,000 distress messages. On Instagram, Rihanna, who is from Barbados, said “it truly breaks my heart to
see the complete devastation that
#HurricaneDorian is having on the
Bahamas!”—thegrio.com
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“I think the
Packers have
a good
chance to go
all the way.
Super Bowl,
here we
come.”

GLENN
LEE

around Milwaukee. With the support of Mayor Barrett
and Milwaukee economic development officials, we are
excited to announce our return to the city of Milwaukee,
home of our operational roots,” shared Randy Strauss,
3rd generation co-owner and CEO of Strauss Brands.
Strauss will commence construction on the Century
City project later this year with occupancy expected in
2021. The company will employ 250 workers at Century
City, including headquarters staff and production personnel.
The facility will be designed to accommodate growth
scenarios that could bring significant additional jobs and
investment to the Century City operation. “Strauss Brands
is a very positive addition to the mix of businesses located
at Century City,” Barrett said.
“Century City is part of Milwaukee’s continuing reinvention. We are building a manufacturing future here with
good companies, modern facilities, and jobs for great
(continued on page 6)

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

With the Green Bay Packers opening the 100th season of the NFL against the Chicago Bears Thursday
night, we asked four fans of the Pack for their prediction as to the team’s fortunes this season?

“I think the Packers will have a
winning season.
They are going to
be 10-6 or better.
After they get used
to the new coach LAWRENCE
and second year E. HARRIS
defensive coordinator, they will have a good season.”

“I think we will
win the NFC
championship
and head to the
Super Bowl. I believe we have all SALIK
the tools we
BROWN
need to complete the season with THE big win.”

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
PERMIT NO. 4668

N E W S P A P E R

In front of her home on Capital Drive, state Sen. Lena Taylor announced her candidacy Tuesday for Milwaukee
Mayor. She will challenge incumbent Tom Barrett who has
yet to announce whether or not he will seek reelection.
—Photo courtesy of TMJ4 website

Sen. Lena
Taylor to Run
for MKE Mayor

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

Recalling the Milwaukee she knew growing
up and the sense of unity and neighborhood
that shaped her—and wants to reconnect to—
state Sen. Lena Taylor announced her candidacy for mayor of the state’s largest city in
2020.

Making the announcement during a news conference in front of her
Capitol Drive home as family, neighbors and supporters looked on, Taylor said Milwaukee is at a crossroads and cited what she sees is a lack
of action on the part of the presumptive incumbent mayor, Tom Barrett.
Barrett has not officially announced if he plans to seek re-election.
During the news conference, the four-term Democratic senator recounted fondly her childhood in a Milwaukee which, today, is a far cry
from her early years.
“I could play double-dutch on the block. We could play hide-and-go
seek. We could run in the neighbor’s yard,” Taylor said. “We could get
apples and pears off the trees—and we had birthday parties with each
other. That’s the Milwaukee I know. That’s the Milwaukee that made
me. That’s the Milwaukee that I demand.”

(continued on page 3)

Milwaukee 2020 Host
Committee Announces
Events & Production Staff
Host committee launches online
portal for venues

The Milwaukee 2020 Host Committee today announced the addition of
four new staff members: Kelly Gleeson, vice president of events and production, Dave Larson, senior director of hospitality, Emily Fye, director of events,
and Noel Ortiz, events associate. The host committee also announced a new
online portal for venues to register interest in hosting one of the 2,000 events
that will take place leading up to and during the 2020 Democratic National
Convention.
“I’m excited to welcome Kelly, Dave, Emily, and Noel to the Milwaukee
2020 Host Committee,” said Liz Gilbert, president of the Milwaukee 2020
Host Committee. “They share the host committee’s values of creating accessible, diverse, and intentionally inclusive spaces and experiences during the
convention and throughout the months ahead.
With nearly two decades of experience, Kelly has an outstanding track
record of success executing major political, corporate, and nonprofit events
across the country.
Under her leadership, this team will help us put Milwaukee center-stage
and ensure that visitors and convention-goers alike experience the best Democratic National Convention in history.”
“I’m honored to join the Milwaukee 2020 Host Committee, a team committed to making the 2020 Democratic National Convention as meaningful
as it is memorable,” said Kelly Gleeson, vice president of events and production. “We’ll work alongside the local hospitality industry to ensure people
and businesses from diverse communities across Milwaukee get to build this
event with us from the ground up. I look forward to working with the production team and the entire host committee to showcase this beautiful city
and its friendly, hardworking people.”
Gleeson, Larson, Fye, and Ortiz join a growing force of Milwaukee-based
staff responsible for funding, organizing, and hosting the Democratic National
(continued on page 3)

Milwaukee Woman Makes
Lemonade
out
of
Lemons
Clarene Mitchell goes from being unemployed, to becoming
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an entrepreneur to now self-publishing a tech book

From lemons to
lemonade.

boost your image—your
“brand”—as an entrepreneur, business owner, and
That’s how business
professional.
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Mitchell experienced a
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Several
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—Clarene Mitchell
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branding
and
because she had no viable
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“Shine Online with LinkedIn” is a reader- book will fill the void of reader-friendly
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“Vaping”

What every parent and their teens need to
now about a new and growing health crisis

“Many people
recognize the
importance of
LinkedIn, but they
lack understanding on how to use
the various
LinkedIn features.”

juries related to vaping.
Wisconsin Hospitalizations and
City of Milwaukee Cases
As of August 29, 2019, health officials in Wisconsin
confirmed that 32 patients were hospitalized with chemical pneumonitis (inflammation of the lungs due to aspiration or inhalation of irritants). An additional 11 cases
are currently under investigation, four (4) of which are
cases in the City of Milwaukee. Most of the affected individuals have been adolescents and young adults, but
some adults in older age groups have also been affected.
All individuals reported vaping nicotine and/or THC (a
compound of marijuana), for weeks or months before becoming ill. Nationwide, there has been one death and
nearly 200 cases of vaping-related lung illnesses. So far,
no deaths have been reported in Wisconsin.
What’s In It?
Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) is the psycho- active or
(continued on page 4)

Lena Taylor to run
for Milwaukee Mayor

n

Sen. Lena Taylor’s campaign lawn sign
was unveiled during her announcement.

(continued from front page)
e Taylor said she is a child of Mil-

waukee—and not unique in her

t childhood experiences. “I am the
. Milwaukee that I know. I’m not
a

(Tom) Barrett’s Milwaukee. I am
the Milwaukee that allowed me to
d
, grow up and have access to opportunity. I think every child should
have access to opportunity.”
r Taylor, 53 and an attorney, has
been critical of the mayor on a variety of fronts, charging that he is
“disconnected” from the voters on

issues of race, job creation, concerns over police conduct, income
inequality and issues at the city’s
health department.
Born and raised in the city, Taylor was first elected to the state
Assembly in a special election in
2003 and was elected to the state
Senate the next year.
She ran against and lost to Scott
Walker in the 2008 Milwaukee
County Executive race. In that
election, Taylor carried the city by
5,000 votes.

Milwaukee 2020 Host
Committee Announces
Events & Production Staff

(continued from front page)
Convention. The events and production team will lead the host committee’s
efforts communicating and coordinating with sites including hotels, restaurants, and event facilities, and will work to ensure visitors and delegates alike
have the best experience possible.
Kelly Gleeson is an event professional with nearly two decades of experience planning, organizing, and executing major political, corporate and nonprofit events across the United States. From her time as Director of Advance
for Speaker Nancy Pelosi to Director of Events at the Democratic Governors
Association (DGA), Kelly has planned and executed events on every scale
across the United States.
For the past several years, Kelly has owned and successfully operated KBG
Events, with clients including Sodexo Stop Hunger Foundation, Washington
Ireland Program, and the Milwaukee 2020 bid team. At the DGA, Kelly led
a dedicated team and was responsible for organizing and implementing over
30 events annually, including intimate VIP dinners with national leaders such
as President Barack Obama and many others. She designed and developed
multi-day conferences and some of the most widely attended late-night parties
at the Democratic National Convention.
Before that, Kelly worked for four years for Speaker Nancy Pelosi, traveling weekly to nearly every state in the country, and working with high-level
dignitaries and their offices, U.S. Capitol Police, and the Secret Service to
ensure flawless events.
Early in her career, Kelly served as Special Assistant to Governor Jim
Doyle of Wisconsin, both in the state office and on his successful reelection
campaign. She is a native of Stevens Point and a graduate of the University
of Wisconsin—La Crosse.
Dave Larson, who was raised in Greenfield, has been the Director of Convention Services at VISIT Milwaukee for the past 11 years. In his tenure, he
and his team have worked on 3,500 events with more than 5 million attendees.
He specializes in aligning national event needs with local Milwaukee resources. Dave is proud to further the hospitality industry through his work at
ESPA and Destinations International and locally with the MATC Advisory
Committee and Community Intervention Team.
Emily Fye most recently worked for a company in the Greater Milwaukee
Area that is a leader in the trade show and events industry. Emily, who is from
McFarland, attended the University of Wisconsin—Whitewater where she
earned a bachelor's degree in marketing.
Emily was a member of the nonprofit, student-run marketing firm on campus—Creative Marketing Unlimited—that establishes mutual relationships
with local businesses in Wisconsin. During her time there, Emily focused on
the coordination and execution of events.
Noel Ortiz served most recently as National Finance Associate at the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee and as Deputy National Finance
Director for Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi. During the 2016 election
cycle, Noel served on the finance team at Priorities USA. Noel was born and
raised in Northern Virginia and graduated from Spelman College.
About the Milwaukee 2020 Host Committee
The Milwaukee 2020 Host Committee is responsible for funding, organizing, and hosting the Democratic National Convention. Through community
engagement, grassroots fundraising, and intentional inclusion, the Host Committee works to ensure that the convention builds capacity for and makes a
lasting positive impact on Milwaukee and the surrounding region. This is not
just a convention in Milwaukee, it's a convention with Milwaukee. Learn
more at Milwaukee2020.com, or follow the Milwaukee 2020 Host Committee
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn.

When Walker was elected governor, she was one of several
Democratic senators who fled the
state in an effort to block a vote on
Act 10, Walker’s legislation that
limited the power of public employee unions.
Taylor will join a growing list of
candidates vying for the city’s top
job. Among the announced candidates is city Ald. Tony Zielinski
and Alderman and Common
Council President Ashanti Hamilton. Though he hasn’t yet formally
announced his intentions, Hamilton has filed papers to run for the
position.
It’s not clear whether Taylor
will abandon plans to seek re-election to the Senate in the fall of
2020.
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FA I T H

C O M M U N I T Y

Pastors United
to hold credit
restoration
workshops

A Poll Finds U.S. Membership
in Religious Institutions Hits
an All-Time Low

Photo courtesy of Pew Research

By Alexa Lardieri,

Staff Writer, USNews.com, posted April 18, 2019

THE PERCENTAGE OF Americans reporting that they belong to a religious institution is at an all-time low.

A Gallup poll published Thursday found that the amount of people belonging to
a church, synagogue or mosque was at a low of an average of 50% in 2018.

Church membership reached a high of 76% in 1948 and has been falling ever since, and the past 20
years has seen an accelerated decrease. Since 1999, there has been a 20 percentage point decline in
church membership.
The trend is in line with previous Gallup polls, which found that the number of people who attend religious services is decreasing and the number of Americans with no religious preference is increasing.
From 1998 through 2000, 90% of Americans reported having a religious affiliation, with just 8% reporting no affiliation. From 2016 through 2018, 77% reported having an affiliation and the percentage
of people reporting no affiliation doubled to 19%.
The number of adults with no religious preference who said they belong to a church decreased from
an average of 10% between 1998 and 2000 to an average of 7% in the past three years.
The poll found that church membership is strongly related to age, with older Americans more likely
than younger generations to be members.
Between 2016 and 2018, people born before 1945 were most likely to be members of a religious institution, down 9 percentage points from 1998 to 2000. Millennials, defined in this case as people born
between 1980 and 2000, were the least likely to be members during the last three years, at 42%.
The largest decline in membership from the years 1998 to 2000 and 2016 to 2018 was among baby
boomers, or people born between 1946 and 1964. They experienced a decline of 10 percentage points,
from 67% to 57%.
The decline in church membership is steepest among Catholics, who, according to a Gallup poll last
month, are questioning their commitment to the church amid the ongoing sex abuse scandals. Two
decades ago, church membership among Catholics was 76%, compared to 63% today. Membership
among Protestants is also down, decreasing from 73% during 1998 through 2000 to 67% in the last
three years.

St. Ann
Center's 2019
Gala Breaks
Record!
Supporters donate $291K - the most
ever - AND an accessible bus

The 15th annual Dream Together Gala was an historic one for St. Ann Center for Intergenerational Care.
A record-breaking $291,000 was raised, thanks to
friends and supporters of the center who gathered at
Discovery World Museum Aug. 16.
The event benefits the nationally acclaimed day care
program that provides health and educational services
to children, older adults and people with disabilities,
all under one roof.
A highlight of the evening: the donation of an accessible bus by Milwaukee-based specialty vehicle
maker REV Group.

The bus will make it possible for clients in wheelchairs to participate in regular outings.
Other funds raised will support the dementia care
program and the Gardetto Family Dental Clinic at St.
Ann Center’s Bucyrus Campus, 2450 W. North Ave.
The clinic is the only one in the state that exclusively
serves people with severe disabilities that prevent them
from being cared for in a traditional dental clinic.
Proceeds from the gala also support St. Ann Center’s
Care Champions program, which directly benefits
clients who have no means to pay for services they
desperately need. St. Ann Center serves Milwaukee at
two facilities—the Bucyrus Campus and the Stein
Campus at 2801 E. Morgan Ave.
The evening featured jewelry designed and handcrafted by Sr. Edna Lonergan, OSF, founder and CEO
of St. Ann Center; live and silent auctions; a catered
dinner by Bartolotta Restaurants, and music by
Adekola & Friends and The Mixx Vocal Band.
The Big Dream Sponsors for the gala include Marji
Singer, BMO Harris Bank, Northwestern Mutual, Catalyst Construction and many other generous donors.
The gala, first held in 2005, is an annual event hosted
by Carol Nevins Cannon and Craig and Susie Nevins
in honor of their mother, Florence Nevins, and her devotion to St. Ann Center.

What every parent and their teen
needs to know about VAPING!

(continued from page 2)
mind-altering ingredient in marijuana. Vaping cartridges
containing THC may contain chemicals or additives that
are unknown, unregulated, and unsafe.
Among patients who reported vaping THC, a wide variety of brand names and flavorings were reported. The
e-cigarette aerosol that users inhale and exhale can expose both the user and those around the user to other
harmful substances, including heavy metals, volatile organic compounds (VOCs), and ultrafine particles that can
be inhaled deep into the lungs. The names and types of
vaping products, as well as where they were obtained, are
still being investigated.
Signs and Symptoms
The majority of patients in Wisconsin developed severe
respiratory illnesses requiring hospitalization, and in
some cases, was put on ventilators in order to breathe.
Additionally, these patients experienced shortness of

breath, fatigue, chest pain, cough, and weight loss. The
severity of the disease has varied among patients. While
some patients have improved with treatment, it is not
known if there will be long-term health effects.
Recommendations and Call to Action
At this time, the specifics of the vaping products and
brands are unknown and are still being investigated.
However, Milwaukee residents are strongly encouraged
to not use any e-liquid products containing THC or nicotine. E-cigarettes and vaping products are still new and
unfortunately, the long-term health effects are not fully
understood at this time.
Residents should be aware that as of July 9, 2018, ecigarette use (also known as vaping or JUULing) is no
longer allowed in the City of Milwaukee on city property
and in places that prohibit cigarette smoking. This includes but is not limited to the following: restaurants,
bars, other business and workplaces (i.e. office buildings).

Pastors United Community Advocacy, Inc. will hold
a Credit Restoration Education workshops every
second Saturday of the
month starting September
14 from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
The workshops focus on
helping the 90% in our
communities whose credit
is bad or they are in need
of establishing credit to
gain access to capital.

Canaan Baptist Church to hold
84th anniversary morning worship
Women of
Destiny to hold celebration and a street festival
Baptist Church, under the pastorannual prayer shipCanaan
of Rev. Frederick E. Jones, will
celebrate 84 years of ministry Sunbreakfast
day, September 15. The theme for
Women of Destiny will hold
its 35th annual Prayer Breakfast September 7, starting at 9
a.m., at Holy Redeemer Institutional COGIC, 3500 Mother
Daniels Way (Genesis Hall).
The theme this year is: “It’s
Time to Breakup Your Fallow
Ground (Hosea 10:12).”
The guest speaker will be
Dr. Grace Harris, supervisor
Wisconsin Northwest. Special
guests will be Min. Willie McCray and Lady Carlotta
McGray of Chattanooga, TN.
A donation of $20 is encouraged by attendees, and there
will be monetary door prizes.
For more information, contact Evangelist Margaret
Adams at 414-554-3888.

the day is: “The Lord Hath Done
Great Things for Us (Psalm
126:2-3).”
The speaker for the 10:30
a.m. morning worship that day
will be Rev. Richard Shaw of St.
Matthew CME Church. Sunday
school will start at 9 a.m. Canaan is
located at 2975 N. 11th St.
The next week, on Saturday, September
28, Canaan will hold an exciting community event; a street festival
called “Rocking the Block for Jesus.” There will be a bounce house,
storytelling, face-painting, music and singing, as well as games; a
free raffle, and the distribution of school supplies and gift bags filled
with toiletries.
Free food will be served. Also available to attendees will be a
prayer tent/drive thru prayer tent for those needing prayer, as well
as an opportunity to have blood pressure and blood sugar checkups.
This event will run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information call
the church at 414-264-2070 Monday through Wednesday, and Friday, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

FIRST
SUNDAY

The NEW MCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s
Faith-Based Community

Sunday has its
own newspaper

If you have news about your church
and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Weekend Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOURNAL. This new focus joins the Weekend Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance).
Below is the list of things we would
like you to include when sending us
your news! Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
We look forward to hearing from you
and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

PERSPECTIVES
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“No matter where you’re from,
your dreams are valid!”

Is “ghetto” the new N-word?

Unless you’re Donald Trumpster, I’m
sure you’ve experienced one of those moments when you regretted saying something a microsecond after the words
passed through your lips.

That’s pretty much how I felt during a conversation with a White associate
after referring to a Black idiot’s action as “ghetto”.
The denotation was innocent enough, maybe even good-natured.
But moments later, I couldn’t help but think by describing the conduct of
some Black folks as “ghetto” in front of a White person that maybe I planted
a stereotypical seed that may morph into a full-fledged prejudice.
Maybe my concern was misplaced.
But I’m sure the White colleague—who was initially confused by my reference—walked away from our conversation with a new perspective about
the chasm between Black classes among our tribe.
“Every ethnic group has people who act or sound different,” he said. “Why
do you refer to yours as ‘ghetto’?”
In this case, “ghetto,” I said, was being used as an adjective instead of a
noun:
Ghetto is the sister I witnessed cussing out her child in a major department
store last week—calling her a nigger (n-word) and bitch.
Ghetto is the brother with curlers in his hair, pants down (almost, it seems)
by his knees and a blunt hanging from his lips being interviewed by a local
television station.
Ghetto is that 300-pound, red haired sister (with 66 DDs and no bra) parading around in a spandex outfit that was four or five times too small.
Worse, yet, she seemed oblivious to the stares of people who wondered if
the meat spilling out of every crack and crevice would explode at any given
moment.
Ghetto is the brother with the $200 hooptie with $2,000 rims blasting a
profanity-laced rap song while crossing through a funeral procession.
Ghetto is the Neckbone who threw a McDonald bag out of his car window
on Teutonia and Hampton the other day.
Ghetto is…well; he get my drift, even if the look of puzzlement on my
White collegue’s face said otherwise.
That look, however, did spark concern in my mind about “hanging our dirty
laundry out in public”.
I later envisioned the man looking up “ghetto” in the hip-hop dictionary.
Hopefully, his research didn’t lead him to an article by Harold Clemens,
which focused on our inappropriate and disingenuous use of ghetto as an adjective.
Referring to unacceptable behaviors as “ghetto” clearly links those behav-

—Actress Lupita Nyong’o

SIGNIFYIN’

By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

iors to “the ghetto” where the bulk of Black people in this country live,
Clemens explained. Using inductive logic, which we often do, that means behaving in an inappropriate manner may be equated with acting uniquely
Black.
“Furthermore, even though many, if not most, people don’t realize it, when
one associates “the ghetto”with deviant behaviors, through contrast he is simultaneously associating normal, standard, or acceptable behavior with the
suburbs, its antithesis,” the article continued.
As a test, “ask yourself, what does it mean to act ‘suburban’ if acting
‘ghetto’ means unruly, etc.”?
“Ghettos,” Clemens continued, “certainly do not have a monopoly on deviance and unacceptable behavior, nor do suburbs have a monopoly on sophistication, manners, and civility.”
Thus, the colloquial usage of “ghetto” perpetrates racist mythology and
also mischaracterizes the majority of people that, by definition, live in the
ghetto, since most of them don’t act “ghetto”.
Formerly a term that evoked sympathy, people today use ghetto to mock
and stigmatize. It’s no coincidence that when Jews and Italians, having
achieved economic success, emigrated from the central cities and Black folks
moved in, the ghetto connotation changed.
Ghettoes used to be places where downtrodden, isolated minorities used to
work hard to achieve the American dream for their children.
Now, its inhabitants are viewed by the general population as shiftless, criminal and ignorant.
The colloquial usage of “ghetto” is a misrepresentation of the overwhelming majority who share similar values of hard work, citizenship, and religious
morality.
It also ignores the fact that while some are forced by law and circumstance
to live in the ghetto, many--if not most residents--live there by design, hoping
to improve their quality of life and serve as role models for the less fortunate.
The majority want to live among people who look like them; where the ethnic
amenities are located.
Clemens adds another spin on “ghettoism”:
“It seems like everyone has a story to illustrate what ‘ghetto’ is: Shaque-

quay from down the block with four children under 10 who had her oldest
babysit while she went to the club last Friday and spent her rent money on
new shoes.
Or Demonte, who says he can’t find a job, so he spends his days playing
video games, while smoking weed purchased with money from his baby
mama.
“Of course, these stories exist,” Clemens explained, “but in comparison,
how many other people in the hood are doing their best to remain upright and
strive for better?”
The word “ghetto” as an adjective doesn’t specify, it necessarily labels all
of us, every urban resident, since the noun version accurately refers to where
we live.
“Ghetto” also belies the reality that urban dwellers themselves criticize socalled “ghetto” conduct.
For example, you can’t find a tribal member who isn’t concerned about the
teenagers who are making our streets a battleground, or those who drive recklessly. How often do you hear a central city “adult” expressing concern about
some kid wearing his pants by his ankles, or the mother who said nothing
when her 14-year-old son returned home with a flat-screen television.
Conversely, central city churches are still filled on Sundays, most of us prioritize utilizing Black businesses, and you’ll find manicured lawns on Center,
Vliet and Chambers Streets.
More importantly, what is the word for Whites who are uncouth?
“We have ‘ghetto’ to describe the catty, cacophonous, neck rolling argument
that some Black women get into, but no word to describe when White girls
get inebriated and put their private parts on exhibit for the public,” Clemens
said
White trash? Red neck? Appropriate, but neither is based on residency.
The irony about “ghetto,”, Clemens concluded, when used as an adjective,
is that Black folks that live in the ghetto conceived it themselves.
When the adjective became popular in the mid-90s, ghetto residents originally used to poke fun at the absurd, depressing situation that is living in the
inner city and/or to describe ingenuity and resourcefulness—e.g. using a milk
crate as a basketball hoop or a hanger as a TV antenna (both of which I did
growing up).
At some point, the definition in the hood expanded to a comedic, somewhat
affectionate reference to the quirky, rebellious, and desperate behaviors that
poverty stimulates.
But, the word “ghetto” has been co-opted and morphed to the point where
Black folks now use it to distinguish themselves from one another.
But what else is new?
Definitely not Black folks’ ridicule and criticism of each other, often for
White approval; or the mainstream’s seizure of something, which marginalized Black Americans conceived to mitigate their plight, for-profit and the
convenient exploitation of its creators.

OPINION: Exactly, how much are our legendary civil
rights organizations still fighting for Black people?

Memories of the civil rights
movement evoke images of fearless community-based organizations that fought for the equality
and justice for Black people.

As they struggled in the streets, in
the jail cells and the courts to cancel
bad laws, overturn Jim Crow segregation, challenge white domestic terror and secure the right to vote, the
people in those organizations put
their lives on the line for the progress
of the race.
Fast forward five or six decades,
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and some of the traditional civil
rights organizations that got the job
done back in the day are resting on
their laurels and gathering dust, surviving on their aged brands and
white corporate largesse, all the
while holding chicken dinners in
which they congratulate themselves
for what they once accomplished half

Published twice weekly,
Wednesday & Friday

3612 North Martin Luther
King Drive, Milwaukee, WI 53212

Phone: 414-265-5300 (Advertising and Administration) • 414-265-6647
(Editorial) • Website: communityjournal.net • Email: Editorial@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com/Advertising@communityjournal.net
Patricia O’Flynn -Pattillo
Founder, Publisher
Robert J. Thomas, Co-Founder
Assoc. Publisher
Todd Thomas, Vice President
Mikel Holt, Founding Editor,
Associate Publisher
Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.,
Editor
Teretha Martin, Terri’s Innovative
Computers: Billing Clerk, Production assistance, tech-support

Colleen Newsom,
Classified Advertising Sales
Leader
Jimmy V. Johnson,
Advertising Sales
Mike Mullis,
Advertising Coordination
Robin Davis,
Circulation Manager
Yvonne Kemp, Photographer
Kim Robinson, Photographer
Bill Tennessen, Photographer

Opinion and comments expressed on the Perspectives page do not necessarily
reflect the views of the publisher or management of the MCJ. Letters and “other
perspectives” are accepted but may be edited for content and length.

Rev. Al Sharpton

a century ago.
This scenario playing itself out
would be quaint and nostalgic, but
for the stakes involved and the extreme desperation of our circumstances.
White supremacist domestic terrorists have a friend in the White
House. America is waging an all-out
war on civil rights, Black people, and
all others who are not white, and the
old-guard civil rights groups are
seemingly missing in action.
Formerly, bottom-up change
agents in their heyday, these organizations stand in the way of the new
racial justice groups on the scene
which includes the woke millennials
who are fixing the problems an older
generation created and have allowed
to fester—because the old guard now
collects checks and doesn’t want to
rock the boat.
While Black folks are losing their
civil rights, corporate America has
waged its own battle and won, because (white) corporations are people
now, too.
The civil rights establishment said
little-to-nothing amid recent attempts
by the NFL—whose owners have
contributed millions of dollars to the
Trump election campaign—to silence Colin Kaepernick and co-opt
the movement against anti-Black police violence.
The Koch Brothers (Charles and
David)—whose father helped Hitler

Marc Morial

build an oil refinery—have funded a
conservative political movement that
is corrupting American democracy
through “dark money,” ruining the
environment, giving white gunmen a
license to kill Black people with
“Stand Your Ground” laws, and disenfranchising voters of color through
voter ID and other voter suppression
methods.
And yet, the UNCF and the Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund take
Koch Industries money because,
while a mind is a terrible thing to
waste, apparently it doesn’t stand in
the way of getting that bag from
those who are undermining your
community.
Then there’s the case when these
same civil rights groups align themselves with companies like Comcast,
Charter, and others, they receive
seats on corporate boards, funding
for their pet projects and events, and
a broadcast platform through which
to circulate their doctrine.
This largesse poses a conflict of interest for these organizations, and
may serve as a gag order against
them.
These telecom giants, including
Comcast, AT&T, Charter Communications and Verizon, created the Multicultural Media, Telecom & Internet
Council (MMTC) as an “astroturf
lobbying” scheme to pay off civil
rights groups, and create the illusion
there is community-based support for

(continued on page 6)

Derrick Johnson

the industry’s policy stances.
During the Obama years, the
NAACP and the National Urban
League, also members of the
MMTC, opposed the administration’s net neutrality policies, which
were designed to provide for an open
and free high-speed internet space
with anti-discrimination regulations
(like phone companies) to prohibit
internet service providers (ISPs)
from blocking certain content
providers.
These civil rights giants opposed
measures to prevent telecom giants
from owning the internet. Why? Because they took the money.
The NAACP enjoys fundraising
partnerships with AT&T, Verizon and
Comcast, which gave $1.8 billion in
cash payouts to various community
groups in the recent years, while the
Urban League received $1.2 million
from Verizon in 2014 and placed
telecom executives on its board.
The League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), another
MMTC member, received $1.5 million from AT&T in 2006 and $1 million from Verizon in 2008.
Corporations will not dole out that
kind of paper without expecting
something in return.
Byron Allen, CEO of of Entertainment Studios and the National Assn.
of African American Owned Media,
filed a complaint against Comcast
and Charter Communications, accus-

ing the companies of blocking
African American channels from
their roster, and developing a memorandum of understanding with the
NAACP, the National Urban League
and the National Action Network as
a “’sham’ to “whitewash Comcast’s
discriminatory business practices.’”
The suit was filed under section
1981 of the Civil Rights Act of 1866,
a Reconstruction-era law which prohibits racial discrimination in making
and enforcing contracts.
It has now reached the U.S.
Supreme Court. Trump’s Department
of Justice under Attorney General
William Barr, which has proven itself
to be no friend of Black lives, has intervened by filing a brief in the case
in support of Comcast.
Turning the civil rights law meant
to protect Black people and flipping
it on its head, Trump’s DOJ argues
that Entertainment Studios (or, if
passed, any business owned by a person of color) has to prove under section 1981 that race was Comcast’s
sole motivating factor in denying the
company a contract—not simply a
reason, but the only reason.
In a nation where discrimination is
rampant, reinterpreting this 150-year
old statute sets a dangerous precedent.
This, from a White House that
wants to “Make America Great
Again” by disappearing Black people, preventing the victims of racism
from getting justice, and letting corporations off the hook for their discriminatory practices.
We know where Trump stands on
this case, as he seeks to dismantle
civil rights and guard against “white
genocide,” but where do the legendary civil rights organizations
stand? They have been silent, and
one must ask if their silence has been
bought with chicken dinners.
David A. Love is a writer and
media studies professor based in
Philadelphia. Follow him on Twitter
at @davidalove.

Strauss Brands to Build Headquarters
and Processing Facility at Century City
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Milwaukee workers.”
The city will sell twenty acres along Hopkins Street
south of Capitol Drive to Strauss for one dollar. In addition, the city will advance a developer-financed tax incremental district valued at up to $4.5-million. Strauss
has agreed to meet Residents Preference Program and
Small Business Enterprise requirements in the construction of the new facility. Approvals from the Redevelopment Authority, the Common Council, and the Joint
Review Board will be sought in the coming weeks.
“Century City has always offered strong advantages for
businesses, and Strauss Brandsrecognizes that,” said
Rainey, whose district includes Century City.

“There is buildable land, and a good transportation network with rail and highways. The best part of Century
City, though, is people – welcoming neighbors, capable
workers, and a supportive group of fellow business operators.”
The Milwaukee 7 economic development organization
assisted Strauss in its evaluation of Century City.
“We’re delighted that Strauss has chosen to deepen its
presence in southeastern Wisconsin,” said Gale Klappa,
co-chair of Milwaukee 7 and executive chairman of WEC
Energy Group. “Century City is the site upon which much
of Milwaukee’s rich manufacturing heritage is written.
Strauss will soon be creating a robust new chapter, bringing jobs and investment to Milwaukee’s north side.”

MCSO WARNS OF SOCIAL
SECURITY TELEPHONE SCAM

The Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) is alerting the public to a
phone scam. MCSO phone numbers are being used by scammers posing as
Social Security Administration employees.
If you have received or believe you have received one of these fraudulent
calls, you should report the calls to the Social Security Administration Office
of the Inspector General at 1-800-269-0271 or online at OIG.SSA.GOV/REPORT.
The phone numbers scammers use mirror actual numbers, a concept referred to as “spoofing”. Spoofing occurs when a caller deliberately falsifies
the information transmitted to your caller ID display to disguise their identity. Spoofing is often used as part of an attempt to trick someone into giving
away valuable personal information so it can be used in fraudulent activity
or sold illegally.

Despite struggles of
printed media and
“fake news,”
the Community Journal
continues to champion
the causes of
Black Milwaukee

(First published as an editorial on July 24, 2019)

Two decades ago, columnist Mikel Holt authored an article for the Milwaukee Press Club about the importance of the Black Press. Holt stressed the
uniqueness of the Black Media, as well as its uncompromising role as an
arm of the Civil Rights Movement.
He noted that newspapers from Freeman's Journal to the Community Journal have not only defended African Americans from the tentacles of White
Supremacy but paved the way for generations in our quest for equal rights
and justice.
For four decades your MCJ has continued that mission, identifying problems, providing solutions, and frequently advocating for Black America to
“WAKE UP!” Sometimes this newspaper has been forced to criticize our
own for apathy or lack of political participation. WE can do so, because we’re
talking to family.
Unlike any other newspaper in the state, we have been the catalyst for
Black empowerment, cultural development, and even spiritual growth.
We have advocated for state and local laws, uncovered schemes and deceptions, and led campaigns for justice and accountability.
A recent case in point clearly illustrates this newspaper’s importance to
our Community as a communication entity for our people.
Last week, the city’s daily mainstream newspaper, the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel—in its Green Sheet news quiz—had a question related to the shooting death of three-year-old Brooklyn Harris. She was killed while riding in
her mother’s SUV during a road rage incident on July 13.
Many in the community who had been touched by Brooklyn’s senseless
death, expressed justified outrage at the paper’s insensitivity and disrespect
to the little girls’ family by trivializing her death in the form of a question!
Under the title of “correction,” the newspaper’s editor apologized for the
“inappropriate question,” and that it was not made with bad intentions. The
editor said the Green Sheet section’s editor was “on vacation.”
This is why the Black press is needed! Mainstream media entities don’t
have the sensitivity, empathy, or desire to plead the causes of people of
color, especially Black people. We’re simply a sensational headline or trivia
question that feeds the mainstream (White) community’s negative opinions,

“GHETTO!”

Is it
the new
N-word?

(continued from page 5)
Clemens has several valid points, particularly the realization that while many of us look down on our less fortunate brethren, most of whom are simply “products of
their environment”.
It’s like laughing at someone for using Ebonics, which
among other things has its roots in several African dialects. Of course, Ebonics also denotes poor grammar.
But whose fault is that?
The poor parent who knows not better. Or the publicschool teachers who don’t correct them?
And, as Clemens asserts, many White Americans don’t
separate “them from us”.
For example, note the analysis of the Detroit official
who recently referred to the predominantly Black caseload in the court system as being a “ghetto court.”
Kathleen Leavey, who is White, made the comment in
a meeting recently with court staffers, according to the
Detroit Free Press.
Leavey told the newspaper that her statement was taken
out of context by the court’s chief judge. She said she told
court administrators that the facility is regarded as a
ghetto court because of its poor treatment of people
through slow service and long lines. (Sounds familiar,
doesn’t it?)
But Chief Judge Marlin Atkins said in a letter to city
officials that Leavey instead said, “when the court
stopped ‘acting like a ghetto court’, the city would be
more inclined to pay for our operations.”

“How dare you!” Atkins wrote. “Not only are your
words insulting and racist to this court…but they are
highly unprofessional coming from the highest-ranking
attorney for the city of Detroit.”
So, is there some justification to the fear that many
Whites think all African Americans are “ghetto”? Even
the most educated.
You may recall how some Republicans and Democrats
referred to the Barack Obama White House as “Ghetto
Fabulous”.
There were jokes about watermelon seeds on the stateroom carpet, and the possibility that chitterlings would
be on the menu for a state dinner.
Obama was probably the most educated and articulate
president in history, a man of unquestionable integrity and
class. But he was called a ghetto president, inferring that
he subscribed to what Kevin J. Walker calls the “culture
of poverty,” a concept that transcends economics.
Let’s face it, while some of us are embarrassed by the
conduct, appearance, and speech of our brothers and sisters, they are still our brothers and sisters; including the
loud, drunken uncle, or the nephews who were thrown
out of the movie for talking too loudly.
Moreover, Clemens’ assertions notwithstanding, there’s
a little ghetto in us all.
I usually don’t cuss because I’ve worked hard to increase my vocabulary and remember the words of my
mother who once called the profane language of many
Black folks as “ghetto.” She also explained that most people use profanities because they don’t have a higher command of the English language. A good education was the
passport out of the ghetto, both as a noun, but most assuredly as an adjective.
And let’s be honest: The most obvious example of
ghettoism is the use of the “n-word” (nigger). I erased it
from my vocabulary decades ago (I use it now only to illustrate a point, hypocrisy or ignorance).
And its use isn’t restricted to the poor and uneducated.
I’ve heard doctors, lawyers, and even preachers using the
word as an adjective.
Some of them have the nerve to decry the ghetto behavior of their brothers and sisters when in fact they epitomize ghettoism through their use of the “n-word”.
So, the next time you see someone acting “ghetto,” resist turning up your nose or decrying their conduct or behavior. Remember, you can take a person outta of the
ghetto, but it’s hard to take the ghetto outta the person.
Hotep.

beliefs and narrative as to who we are as a people.
We seek not to pat ourselves on the back by emphasizing our commitment,
but instead to challenge the misconception that social media can fill the
news and advocacy void the Black Press has assumed since 1827.
While it is true there has been a relative decline in newsprint across the
board, the Black Press is still as relevant today as it was when the original
Journal declared on its masthead, "We Wish to Plead our Own Cause."
That manta is intrinsic on every page of your Community Journal today
and fills a void that no other media can. It is also what makes us relevant
even as we combat struggling subscriptions and the onslaught of social
media misinformation that permeates the blog world, providing propaganda
masked as fact.
We freely acknowledge that “fake news” has not only hurt the legitimacy
of genuine and honest media and reporting, but has also undercut American
democracy and the fourth estate. We also recognize there are few, if any,
unbiased news outlets today.
Yet it should also be known The Milwaukee Community Journal has not
been sued for libel in our entire 40-plus year history, nor can anyone say we
have presented fake news. Indeed, we admit our bias because we report
news from an Africentric perspective and analyze events and policies based
on how they specifically will impact our Community.
That is our mission and purpose and what makes us unique and a household name in our Community. The fact that you are reading this editorial is
a testament to your quest for knowledge, analyzation of current events, and
political paradigms. We can assume you don't have to be convinced of our
importance.
But others may not be so sophisticated or understand the difference between legitimate news and propaganda masked as information. The most
important gift we can provide is wisdom. An educated mind is the most powerful weapon against ignorance and oppression.
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