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PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITY

By Yvonne  Kemp

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“With a new school year just around the corner
(and some students having returned to class al-
ready) we asked four young men if they were ex-
cited to go back to school? Why or why not?”

“I am excited
about return-
ing to school.
My favorite
subject is
math. (And) I
will be seeing
my school friends.”

QUANTRILL
ALLGOOD

SAMUEL CLEMENTS 

“I am excited
to go back to
school. I get
to see my
school friends
and work on
the computers.”

DAMARI REED
SAMUEL

CLEMENTS SCH.

“I am ready
to go back to
school. My fa-
vorite subject
is history. I
am ready to
meet new
and old
school friends.”

JAYDEN SPREWER
BROWN DEER
ELEMENTARY 

“Now that I am
back in school. I can
play basketball with
my school friends.
My favorite subject
is reading, but my
favorite thing to do
when I am not
studying and doing
homework is play-
ing my 2K19 basketball video game.”

SYLVESTER 
HERRING

GREEN TREE PREP.

HABARIHABARI
GANIGANI??
(What’s The News?) 
National News Briefs
In a long

overdue recog-
nition of her
contributions to
American
sports, trail-
blazing Black
tennis legend
and champion
Althea Gibson was honored re-
cently with a statue during the first
day of the U.S. Open. A 10-ton
statue of Gibson was unveiled
outside of Arthur Ashe Stadium at
the Billy Jean King National Ten-
nis Center. “Recognizing for me
as an African American woman
and recognizing what Althea stood
for and understanding that she
truly broke the color barrier for
tennis — a lot of people think it’s
Arthur [Ashe], but it was Althea 11
years before him,” said former
president and CEO of the U.S.
Tennis Association,  Katrina
Adams, according to an article by
The Undefeated.—thegrio

Racist graffiti
and hate
speech against
Black people
scrawled
across a build-
ing and restau-
rant in East
Arlington, Texas
is the latest incident to join a grow-
ing list of such activity in the U.S.
East Arlington Police haven’t found
a suspect and quickly took to social
media to condemn the racist at-
tacks. Recent studies reveal hate
crimes nationally have spiked. Re-
cently, three California parents
were charged with a hate crime for
allegedly assaulting, kidnapping
and threatening a Black teen with
racial slurs after finding him in their
daughters bedroom closet. Last
December, Boston College was hit
with disturbing slurs that were
found scribbled across the walls of
a residence hall.—thegrio

Former Vice
President and
2020 presiden-
tial contender
Joe Biden ad-
dressed the
growing threat
of White su-
premacy, say-
ing White supremacist violence
should be condemned, called out
and prosecuted in court. During
an interview, Biden called White
supremacy an overwhelmingly
White man’s problem visited on
people of color. “You attack racism
and expose it, you embarrass it
and put people in jail who engage
in things that are illegal...you call
them out.” Biden said there are
three groups of White Americans:
“those who are prejudiced, those
who are agnostic and don’t think
there is an issue of racism and
those who are ready to fight
racism.”—thegrio

UWM to discontinue 
ad campaign depicting 
its students wearing 
yellow police crime tape
Responding to criticism from Milwaukee’s Black
community on social media and Black talk radio, the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee will discontinue
a controversial ad campaign depicting university stu-
dents of color wearing yellow police crime scene
tape. 
“It was never anyone’s intent to offend or diminish the impact of vi-

olence in our community,” read a statement released Monday by the
university after news of the ads first broke on Sunday. “We recognize
now that the approach was inappropriate, and we sincerely apologize.
We are removing the ads from circulation and will not use them
again.”
In the ad (pictured above), a smiling Black female student holds

what appears to be a notebook and papers. Around her neck—draped
like a scarf—is yellow “Do Not Cross” police tape. The tag-line in the
ad reads: “Take a course you’ll never forget.”
The ad was part of a series created by UWM’s Helen Bader School

of Social Welfare to encourage students to enroll in the school’s in-
troductory criminal justice class. 
According to the university’s statement, the ad series included stu-

dents of different races and ethnicities, and police tape was used as a
prop in an effort to add interest to the photos. The students the school
worked with on the ad agreed with the approach.
The community became aware of the ad campaign earlier in the

week via a Facebook post, showing what is known as a “cling ad” at-

Dr. Marc Lamont Hill
and Shaili Jain, MD
to keynote 2019 SDC
Poverty Summit
Dr. Marc Lamont Hill,
one of the leading intel-
lectuals speaking on
culture, politics, and ed-
ucation; and interna-
tionally recognized
psychiatrist and PTSD
specialists Shaili Jain,
MD will be the keynote speakers at the 2019 Summit
on Poverty and SWIM Conference October 7.
The conference and summit will be hosted by the Social Development

Commission and Marquette University.
Hill and Jain will kick-off the event and address the conference theme of

hope, self-reflection and collective impact. Hill will also address identified
barriers that impact people experiencing poverty. These barriers include: poli-
cies and systems, “isms,” trauma and cognitive dissonance.
Hill is the author or co-author of four books: the award-winning Beats,

Rhymes, and Classroom Life: Hip-Hop Pedagogy and the Politics of Identity;
The Classroom and the Cell: Conversations on Black Life in America; the

KAPPAS SAY THANKS TO BADER FOR ITS SUPPORT
Members and mentors of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. and the Kappa
League thanked philanthropists Helen Bader (center) for her support of
Kappa League over the years. The photo was taken during the recent “BBQ
with Bader,” which was hosted by Bader Philanthropies at its new head-
quarters at 3300 N. Martin Luther King Drive.The Kappa League, formerly
known as the Kappa Instructional Leadership League, is the national youth
initiative of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated. Kappa League
focuses on training young men of color (but not exclusive to) 6th-12th
grade for leadership, achievement and service in every field of human
endeavor. —Photos by Yvonne Kemp

HHIIPP--HHOOPP  HHOOOORRAAYY!!

By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.

(continued on page 3)

Hill Jain

(continued on page 2)

U.S. Congresswoman Gwen Moore joins children and adults in giving the peace sign during the annual WINGS Inter-
national Peace Rally and Cook Out held recently at Lindbergh Park. Moore spoke to the gathering about the need to
prevent senseless fatal violence in the community in order to save its most precious resource: it’s children. WINGS
International is a faith-based community organization that works towards non-violence in the community and provides
HIV/AIDS prevention education to various groups. For a number of years the organization has put up a display of
names of individuals killed by violence, called “The Wall of Pain.” The display is often at several community events to
remind people of the cost the community has paid for senseless violence.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

FOR THE CHILDREN!

A celebration of old and new school Hip-Hop culture was on hand for the sec-
ond annual Hip-Hop Week MKE. This official City of Milwaukee event cele-
brated the cultural, entertainment, life-style and social movement that is
Hip-Hop with performances, discussions and workshops covering politics,
health, and financial literacy. This first-of-its-kind event in America focused on
the power of Hip-Hop to help transform urban communities. Shown above are
some of the participants. At left (inset) is Ald. Khalif Rainey, the driving force
of Hip-Hop Week and Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes.—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Bader Foundation President Daniel Bader
(center) with Martha Love and St. Rep.
David Bowen at the BBQ with Bader 
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New York Times bestseller Nobody: Casualties of Amer-
ica’s War on The Vulnerable from Ferguson to Flint and
Beyond; and Gentrifier. 
Hill has also published two edited books: Media,

Learning, and Sites of Possibility and Schooling Hip-
Hop: New Directions in Hip-Hop Based Education.
Trained as an anthropologist of education, Dr. Hill

holds a Ph.D. (with distinction) from the University of
Pennsylvania. His research specifically focuses on the in-
tersections between culture, politics, and education in the
United States and the Middle East.
Hill is a familiar face. He has lectured widely and pro-

vides regular commentary for media outlets like NPR,
Washington Post, Essence Magazine, and the New York
Times. Hill is currently the host of HuffPost Live and
BET News, and has been a political contributor for CNN.
Hill is the former host of the nationally syndicated tele-
vision show "Our World With Black Enterprise" and po-
litical contributor to Fox News Channel. An
award-winning journalist, Dr. Hill has received numerous
prestigious awards from the National Association of
Black Journalists, GLAAD, and the International Acad-
emy of Digital Arts and Sciences.  He is a professor of
Media Studies & Urban Education at Temple University.
Jain, currently serves as the Medical Director for Inte-

grated Care at the VA Palo Alto Healthcare System. She
is a trauma scientist with the National Center for Post-
traumatic Stress Disorder, a consortium which is widely
regarded as the world's leading center of excellence on

PTSD, and a Clinical Associate Professor affiliated with
the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at
the Stanford University School of Medicine.
Jain’s work is widely accredited for elucidating the role

of paraprofessionals and peers in the treatment of Amer-
ican veterans with PTSD. Her research has been pub-
lished in some of the most prestigious medical journals,
such as the Journal of the American Medical Association,
Psychiatric Services and the Journal of Traumatic Stress,
in addition to being featured in national publications such
as The New York Times. Her medical essays and com-
mentary have appeared in the New England Journal of
Medicine, Newsweek, Psychology Today, STAT, public
radio and elsewhere.
Her debut nonfiction book, The Unspeakable Mind

(Harper), is a textured portrait of PTSD, a widely misun-
derstood yet crushing condition that afflicts millions. The
Unspeakable Mind stands as the definitive guide to PTSD
and offers lasting hope to sufferers, their loved ones, and
health care providers everywhere.
Jain’s esteemed background, coupled with her pro-

found empathy, make her an ideal speaker on PTSD.
Skillful at engaging audiences with warmth and under-
standing on what can be an emotional topic, she is com-
mitted to shining a long overdue light on the PTSD
epidemic affecting today’s fractured world. An excellent
keynote speaker for healthcare professionals, human re-
sources professionals and employers/managers dedicated
to creating a trauma-informed workplace, Jain leaves her
audiences informed, encouraged and hopeful.
Early bird registration for the 2019 Summit on Poverty

and SWIM Conference is open now thru September 13th.
With early bird registration, tickets cost $175.00.  Early
bird registration saves attendees $25.00. Plus, scholar-
ships are available. For more information on registration
and scholarships, go to www.summit on poverty.org. For
updates leading to the summit, go to: www.summiton-
poverty.org 

POVERTY
SUMMIT
(continued from front page)
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tached to a window inside the UWM Student Union. The campus ex-
terior is showing behind it. The controversial ad reportedly went up
last Friday.
“A Black woman with police tape around her neck for advertise-

ment, huh?” asked the woman who, it is believed, initially posted the
photo on her Facebook page. “Who thought this would be a good idea,
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee? Please explain. This needs to
come down.
On Facebook Sunday and on a morning drive talk show on radio sta-

tion WNOV AM, hosted by Michelle Bryant on Monday, community
residents blasted the university for the ad, calling it everything from
“a hot mess” and “bad optics,” to “poor taste” and an “incredibly bad
idea.” “Another Facebook respondent called it, “a no (non) verbal in-
sult” to the Black community.

(continued from front page)

UWM to discontinue 
ad campaign depicting 
its students wearing 
yellow police crime tape

Feel the pulse of YOUR community
online...Go To: 
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Getting a jump
start on a new
school year!

Life Scout, Eagle Scout candidate
Caleb Grady Henry completed his
Eagle Scout Service Project, called:
“Divine Temple and Old Glory,” re-
cently with a flag opening and rais-
ing ceremony. His project was to
place a flag pole on the west lawn of
Divine Temple Church of the First
Born, 5532 W. Hampton Ave. Caleb
received help from members of his
troop and from the troop’s adult
leadership, contributing more than
50 hours of service. He also re-
ceived a lot of encouragement from
passers by and people in the neigh-
borhood where the church is lo-
cated.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Jammin’ 98.3 radio 
personality Andrea
Williams and her FM 
station helped give out
book bags during its 
annual Back-to-School
event recently at the 
Mid-Town Shopping 
center. —Photos by
Yvonne Kemp

BORN TO BAKE: Eleven-year-old baker and entrepreneur Mor-
gan Washington has taken the first steps toward her dream of opening
her own bakery (and being featured on the Food Network one day) by
selling her cookies, cakes, pies and cupcakes in a pop-up shop every
Saturday this summer through out the city as part of the Born 2 Dream
program. Above, Washington poses with attorney’s Miles G. Lindner
and David J. Bischmann of the Lindner Law firm, which sponsored her
pop-shop. —Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Around The Town

Central City Cyber School held a pre-Back-to-School Open House
at its campus, located at 44th and Hope Street. Not only was there
information about the school available, but parents and children
partook in food and fun (the fun was mostly for the kids, as illus-
trated by the bounce house below).—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Open House at Central City Cyber School



The Milwaukee Community Journal•August 28, 2019 page 4

RELIGIONRELIGION
September -
#BabySafety-
Month
National Baby Safety Month was

founded by the Juvenile Products
Manufacturers Association (JPMA) in
1983. According to the National Day
Calendar, “originally known as “Ex-
pectant Mother’s Day,” over the years
the celebration has grown into a full
month of information, education and
focus on infant safety.” This month’s
article, in observance of #BabySafet-
yMonth, will look at Motor Vehicle
Safety.
According to Safe Kids Wisconsin,

sponsored by Children’s Hospital of
Wisconsin, motor vehicle crashes are
the leading cause of death to children
ages 2-14 and the leading cause of in-
jury-related death for children
younger than 2 years old. When in-
stalled and used correctly, child safety
seats and safety belts can prevent in-
juries and save lives. Young children
restrained in child safety seats have an
80% lower risk of fatal injury than
those who are unrestrained.
Car seat fitting stations are located

throughout Wisconsin. Locally, the following are a
few sites that are providing volunteer, certified child
passenger safety technicians to help families make
sure children are riding safely. Please note the follow-
ing information which is applicable to all sites:
• Each event is free and open to the public.
• Appointments are encouraged.
• Families without appointments will be 
seen as time allows.
• Low-cost car seats available for purchase 
when making appointment.
• Child and vehicle must be present.
• Grandparents are welcome.

MILWAUKEE, WI
Thursday, September 12, 2019
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Car Seat Check – Milwaukee
Muslim Community and Health Center Parking
Lot
803 West Layton Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53221
To make an appointment or to reserve your car
seat call COA 414-263-8397

WAUKESHA, WI
Saturday, September 14, 2019

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Car Seat Check – Waukesha
Waukesha Fire Department – Sta-
tion 1
130 West St. Paul Avenue
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53186
To make an appointment, go to:
www.safekidswi.org/w

GREENFIELD, WI
Saturday, October 5, 2019
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Car Seat Check – Greenfield
Greenfield Fire Department, Sta-
tion 91
5330 West Layton Avenue
Greenfield, Wisconsin 53220
To make an appointment or to re-
serve your car seat call the Green-
field Health Department at
414-329-5275.

Beloved, every September, Baby
Safety Month is officially recognized,
however, as we know, child safety is
year-round. Help raise awareness of

infant safety by posting #BabySafetyMonth on your
social media sites.

Next Week: Continuation
General Disclaimer: The writer has used her best ef-
forts in preparation of this information. No representa-
tions or warranties for its contents, either expressed or
implied, are offered. Neither the publisher nor the
writer shall be liable in any way for readers’ efforts to
apply, rely or utilize the information or recommenda-
tions presented herein as they may not be suitable for
you or necessarily appropriate for every situation to
which they may refer. This information is for educa-
tional purposes only. If you would like to contact Rev.
Lester, write to her c/o P.O. Box 121, Brookfield, WI.
53008.

BIBLICALBIBLICAL
COUNSELING COUNSELING 
FOR TODAY’SFOR TODAY’S
CHRISTIANCHRISTIAN
FAMILYFAMILY
By Rev. Judith T.
Lester, B.Min.,
M.Th.

F A I T H  C O M M U N I T YF A I T H  C O M M U N I T Y
HAPPENINGSHAPPENINGS
Pastors United
to hold credit
restoration
workshops
Pastors United Commu-

nity Advocacy, Inc. will hold
a Credit Restoration Edu-
cation workshops every
second Saturday of the
month starting September
14 from 12 noon to 2 p.m. 
The workshops focus on

helping the 90% in our
communities whose credit
is bad or they are in need
of establishing credit to
gain access to capital.

Women fo 
Destiny to hold
annual prayer
breakfast
Women of Destiny will hold

its 35th annual Prayer Break-
fast September 7, starting at 9
a.m., at Holy Redeemer Insti-
tutional COGIC, 3500 Mother
Daniels Way (Genesis Hall). 
The theme this year is: “It’s

Time to Breakup Your Fallow
Ground (Hosea 10:12).”
The guest speaker will be

Dr. Grace Harris, supervisor
Wisconsin Northwest. Special
guests will be Min. Willie Mc-
Cray and Lady Carlotta
McGray of Chattanooga, TN. 
A donation of $20 is encour-

aged by attendees, and there
will be monetary door prizes. 
For more information, con-

tact Evangelist Margaret
Adams at 414-554-3888.

Canaan Baptist Church, under the pas-
torship of Rev. Frederick E. Jones, will
celebrate 84 years of ministry Sun-
day, September 15. The theme for
the day is: “The Lord Hath Done
Great Things for Us (Psalm
126:2-3).” 
The speaker for the 10:30

a.m. morning worship that day
will be Rev. Richard Shaw of St.
Matthew CME Church. Sunday
school will start at 9 a.m. Canaan is
located at 2975 N. 11th St.
The next week, on Saturday, September

28, Canaan will hold an exciting community event; a street festival
called “Rocking the Block for Jesus.” There will be a bounce house,
storytelling, face-painting, music and singing, as well as games; a
free raffle, and the distribution of school supplies and gift bags filled
with toiletries. 
Free food will be served. Also available to attendees will be a

prayer tent/drive thru prayer tent for those needing prayer, as well
as an opportunity to have blood pressure and blood sugar check-
ups. 
This event will run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information call

the church at 414-264-2070 Monday through Wednesday, and Fri-
day, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Canaan Baptist Church to hold 
84th anniversary morning worship 
celebration and a street festival
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES “If your dreams don’t 
scare you, they aren’t 

big enough!”—Muhammad Ali

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

     
    

    

How long can you hold onto old prejudices?
Last week I ran across a 20-year-old narrative about Milwaukee’s

open housing marches that provoked that question.
I had never read the paper—a master’s thesis—in its entirety even

though I was a focal point of it.
Reading it this weekend, however, forced me to come to grips with

long-held animosities toward the city’s Southside community that I
thought I had long since dissipated.
The paper was written by former WTMJ reporter Sherry Preston in

2000. It sought to determine whether the theories of Serge Moscovici
or Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann applied to the 1967 open housing
marches.
I won’t delve into that debate, as it is complicated and for the pur-

pose of this article is mostly irrelevant.
Instead, what prompted my interest was her analysis of the campaign

and the perspectives of two men who participated on opposing sides
as young teens.
I was the Northside, African American participant, and some un-

named racist-in-training (identified as “MM”) was the other. We were
both around the same age and lived on opposite ends of Milwaukee’s
Mason Dixon line.
Symbolically, I represented the north and he the south—Black vs.

White, Christian vs. atheist, justice vs. Just-us.
Preston’s analysis of the social-economic conditions of Milwaukee

in 1967—which incidentally was the year of our so-called “riot”—
made the thesis unique and worthy of broader scrutiny.
The paper was all the more compelling because, after a lifetime of

social change and personal maturity, both MM and I seemingly main-
tain the same adversarial positions and neither of us moved from our
entrenched—albeit illogical—prejudices.
He is still opposed to open housing and “integration,” and I have not

wavered from my opposition to injustice and bigotry.
In a nutshell, he doesn’t want me as a neighbor, and I don’t want to

live anywhere near him.
I was quoted in the article saying that I did not then, nor would I

today, have plans to live on the Southside of Milwaukee.
Conversely, MM held fast to his conviction that Black people are

inferior, uncivilized, and pathological. Our presence would lower
property values and spike crime.
I believe I can justify my sustained prejudices—both culturally and

theologically. That early indoctrination to apartheid and subsequent
experiences while in the military and as a member of the Black Press
has shaped my worldview. In essence, I am a product of my environ-
ment.
I grew up in racist Milwaukee, under a system of apartheid that was

eerily similar to what our brothers and sisters faced in South Africa
(and with similar government support).
During my youth, African Americans were confined to a 5-square-

mile area of Milwaukee, roughly restricted to Burleigh to Downtown,
and Holton to 35th Street.
The city—government, business and even the church—maintained

a system of legal separation of the ethnicities, which meant African

Americans were not allowed to live, much less purchase homes outside
the “core,” as our reservation was disingenuously referred.
When we finally engaged in efforts to simultaneously “desegregate”

the schools and housing, we were met with resistance that would make
the bigots in South Africa and Nazi Germany proud.
One of my first experiences with White folks—other than teachers,

police and the few business owners plying their trade in the central
city—was during the open housing marches in support of Alderwoman
Vel Phillip’s open housing ordinance.
For consecutive years Philips, the lone African American common

council member, introduced an open housing bill that was rejected by
all of her White colleagues and then-Mayor Henry Maier.
So, for 30 days in the summer of ’67, we marched to the Southside,

across the 16th Street viaduct to state our moral and ethical case for
equal rights.
The police treated us as if we were anarchists, and the Southside res-

idents who lined the streets made no pretense of their support for the
tenets of the confederacy.
No sooner than we crossed the Mason Dixon line (viaduct), we were

met with bricks and bottles, eggs and epithets.
We were called “coons” and “jungle bunnies,” “apes,” and, of

course, “niggers” (n-word).
On my second march, I was hit in the head (as were many of us) by

a bottle as the police officer looked on with smirks on their twisted
faces.
The bottle opened a cut that left a physical and psychological scar

that pains me to this day.
Some wounds never heal, and mine surely didn’t because I’ve en-

countered individuals, mobs, and institutions throughout my adult life
who prompt it to ache.
As I noted during my interview with Preston, the Southside was tar-

geted because its residents were the most vocal in their opposition to
housing and school “desegregation,” a legal term not to be confused
with “integration.”
Not merely because we wanted to live among the people who hated

us apparently because God made us with more melanin.
That first experience with bigotry, whether rooted in their ignorance,

White supremacy or just plain evil, tainted my opinion of the Southside
forever and a day.
Experiences over the years did little to change my opinion, as I ex-

perienced similar attitudes all over the country, including ironically,

while in the military to defend and protect the principles that didn’t
apply to “Hue-mens.”
In Norfolk, Virginia, I observed signs that read, “niggers keep off

the grass” (they didn’t use the disingenuous term “n-word.”
And months later in Jacksonville, a group of three of us were denied

admission to a public facility.
After returning home, I almost forced my son to drop out of an AAU

basketball program after we were repeatedly harassed while traveling
to the Southside gym where he practiced.
Readers of this column know of my experiences over the years, but

suffice it to say, a half-century after the marches, Milwaukee is still
the most segregated city in the United States.
And the fact that MM, who admitted to throwing items at the peace-

ful marchers and calling one of our leaders, Father James Groppi, a
“Nigger lover,” has maintained his opposition to racial separation
speaks volumes about race relations today.
Preston would not tell me who MM is, leaving me to speculate who

the racist teen became as an adult. As far as I know, he is a cop, a judge,
a public school teacher or priest (he said he was Catholic).
For the record, I’m not proud of my personal prejudices, but unlike

MM, I can say they were well earned.
Nonetheless, my upbringing (my mother was a faithful Christian and

minister to boot) was grounded in a love for my brother and neighbor.
And I’ve really tried to follow that tenet. However, it is hard to love
someone who hates you and wishes you and yours ill.
Similarly, they will never be my neighbors. And I don’t see the big-

ots undergoing an exorcism to remove the evil demon of racism that I
assume will be the basis for their judgment in the afterlife.
Moreover, I’m not willing to live among hate to desegregate (hmm,

that might be my new slogan).
Some Black folks have moved out of necessity to the near Southside

over the years. I didn’t have to, nor have I ever considered it an op-
tion.
I’ve encountered racism, prejudice, and profiling all over the city

and in just about every suburb. I’ve known people who have moved
out and then moved back because they were confront by this cancerous
growth.
I’ve been lucky in most respects: I’ve met good people of all hues

everywhere I’ve lived and learned. That reality fuels my religion and
keeps me hopeful that someday—probably a 1,000 years down the
line---America will be as it was envisioned and as Nyame intended.
The eventual achievement of open housing, however, was not the

result of a change of heart by city officials. It came only after the fed-
eral Civil Rights Act.
And if there’s one thing I’ve learned over the years is that while you

can legislate an end to discrimination, you can’t legislate attitudes. 
I fought, and bled to end apartheid in Milwaukee, but that only

means I can,-- if I want to---take advantage of previously denied rights.
But as my old friend Marvin Hannah used to say, “you can do it if

you Wanna, but you gotta Wanna.” At this stage of my life, I don’t.
Hotep.

Old habits die hard...especially
when it comes to racist views!

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

You may recall last year re-
porters wrote about medical cuts
planned for the only hospital serv-
ing Milwaukee’s northwest side
and beyond. Advocating for Mil-
waukee County residents, SDC
took a hard stand. We publicly
criticized the proposed cuts of sur-
gical and inpatient services stating
the plan was a contradiction to the
hospital’s governing mission.
Conversations between SDC

and Ascension St. Joseph Hospital
(affectionately called St. Joe’s)
were uncomfortable at that time.
Perhaps that’s why a friend was
surprised to see me - of all people
- wandering the halls at St. Joe’s
on a day off. I explained to him,
like I’m explaining to you, St.
Joe’s is my hospital. 
My kids were born here. On this

particular day, my doctor ordered
some diagnostic tests and I was
here to take them. The outstanding
quality of St. Joe’s medical care
has never been in question.
So why wouldn’t I be here? And

shame on me if I’m not.

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not
saying we take the pressure off St.
Joe’s. 
The hospital must meet our

health care needs. Customer serv-
ice and clinical outcomes should
be second to none. However, as
patients, we have a role to play
too.
We must use the hospital.
As someone with commercial

insurance, I have more opportu-
nity to pick and choose where I
want to go for medical care. When
I leave my community and bypass
hospitals like St. Joe’s for just the
aesthetics of a more luxurious
hospital, I become part of the
problem. Too often people think
hospitals in underserved commu-
nities offer substandard care. As a

former president of one of the
larger hospitals in an underserved
area, I can tell you nothing is fur-
ther from the truth.
Think about it.
Hospitals that serve a sicker

population have doctors and
nurses that regularly treat a wide-
range of medical conditions. They
see everything. And often, their
patients seek treatment when a
condition is in an advanced stage
or there is an emergency situation.
It takes good, experienced
providers and support staff to ad-
dress those health care needs. You
will find them at St. Joe’s.
St. Joe’s may never have all the

fancy artwork or waterfalls that
other hospitals have. Personally, I
don’t need them. What I need is
more available staff to provide
high quality care with great cus-
tomer service.
Here’s a second reason to use

St. Joe’s.
Recently, my friend’s sick

mother went to the hospital (not
St. Joe’s). She spent three days
waiting in the emergency room
before a hospital inpatient bed was
available. Maybe these long waits
have happened to you or someone
you love.
Here’s my point.
If a hospital like St. Joe’s further

reduces or eliminates service, it
will negatively impact the balance
of health care coverage in Mil-
waukee’s under-served communi-
ties. With less resources available,
there will be more patients waiting
to get a bed or other services.
Here’s the third and final reason

I suggest you make St. Joe’s your
hospital. 
Ascension says it’s committed

to the community. It reversed de-
cisions to move or cut additional,
critical services.
That means, the next move is on

me. And you too. Especially if
you have commercial insurance.
Hear me clearly.
I say let’s continue to hold St.

Joe’s accountable to the commu-
nity. SDC will continue to work
with organizations like the St.
Joseph Accountability Coalition.
But just as health care systems are
accountable to us, we must do

our part by doing business with
the hospital. Otherwise, our con-
cerns and protests are in vain.
If you can choose which hospi-

tal you use, I encourage you to
choose Ascension St. Joseph hos-
pital.
That’s where you’ll find me.

I’m going to stay, fight and invest
in St. Joes so it can serve our com-
munity for generations to come.
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Ascension St. Joseph Hospital One Year Later
By George Hinton, Chief Executive Officer, Social Development Commission

George Hinton

As CEO of the Social Development Commission
(SDC), the largest community action agency in the state,
it’s time for me to speak out about Ascension St. Joseph
Hospital again.
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Despite struggles of
printed media and
“fake news,” 
the Community Journal 
continues to champion
the causes of Black
Milwaukee
(First published as an editorial on July 24, 2019)
Two decades ago, columnist Mikel Holt authored an article for the Milwau-

kee Press Club about the importance of the Black Press. Holt stressed the
uniqueness of the Black Media, as well as its uncompromising role as an
arm of the Civil Rights Movement. 
He noted that newspapers from Freeman's Journal to the Community Jour-

nal have not only defended African Americans from the tentacles of White
Supremacy but paved the way for generations in our quest for equal rights
and justice. 
For four decades your MCJ has continued that mission, identifying prob-

lems, providing solutions, and frequently advocating for Black America to
“WAKE UP!”  Sometimes this newspaper has been forced to criticize our
own for apathy or lack of political participation. WE can do so, because we’re
talking to family.
Unlike any other newspaper in the state, we have been the catalyst for

Black empowerment, cultural development, and even spiritual growth. 
We have advocated for state and local laws, uncovered schemes and de-

ceptions, and led campaigns for justice and accountability. 
A recent case in point clearly illustrates this newspaper’s importance to

our Community as a communication entity for our people.
Last week, the city’s daily mainstream newspaper, the Milwaukee Journal

Sentinel—in its Green Sheet news quiz—had a question related to the shoot-
ing death of three-year-old Brooklyn Harris. She was killed while riding in
her mother’s SUV during a road rage incident on July 13.
Many in the community who had been touched by Brooklyn’s senseless

death, expressed justified outrage at the paper’s insensitivity and disrespect
to the little girls’ family by trivializing her death in the form of a question!
Under the title of “correction,” the newspaper’s editor apologized for the

“inappropriate question,” and that it was not made with bad intentions. The
editor said the Green Sheet section’s editor was “on vacation.”
This is why the Black press is needed! Mainstream media entities don’t

have the sensitivity, empathy, or desire to plead the causes of people of
color, especially Black people. We’re simply a sensational headline or trivia
question that feeds the mainstream (White) community’s negative opinions,

beliefs and narrative as to who we are as a people.
We seek not to pat ourselves on the back by emphasizing our commitment,

but instead to challenge the misconception that social media can fill the
news and advocacy void the Black Press has assumed since 1827. 
While it is true there has been a relative decline in newsprint across the

board, the Black Press is still as relevant today as it was when the original
Journal declared on its masthead, "We Wish to Plead our Own Cause." 
That manta is intrinsic on every page of your Community Journal today

and fills a void that no other media can. It is also what makes us relevant
even as we combat struggling subscriptions and the onslaught of social
media misinformation that permeates the blog world, providing propaganda
masked as fact. 
We freely acknowledge that “fake news” has not only hurt the legitimacy

of genuine and honest media and reporting, but has also undercut American
democracy and the fourth estate. We also recognize there are few, if any,
unbiased news outlets today. 
Yet it should also be known The Milwaukee Community Journal has not

been sued for libel in our entire 40-plus year history, nor can anyone say we
have presented fake news. Indeed, we admit our bias because we report
news from an Africentric perspective and analyze events and policies based
on how they specifically will impact our Community. 
That is our mission and purpose and what makes us unique and a house-

hold name in our Community. The fact that you are reading this editorial is
a testament to your quest for knowledge, analyzation of current events, and
political paradigms. We can assume you don't have to be convinced of our
importance. 
But others may not be so sophisticated or understand the difference be-

tween legitimate news and propaganda masked as information. The most
important gift we can provide is wisdom. An educated mind is the most pow-
erful weapon against ignorance and oppression. 

SUPPORT THE 
BLACK PRESS IN

MILWAUKEE!
Support YOUR

MILWAUKEE 
COMMUNITY
JOURNAL
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