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INSIDE: Has our community abandoned the Black Nuclear Family concept?
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The family of a California
bi-racial, LGBTQ teen fe-
male is demanding answers
in what appears to be an-
other unjustified, brutal po-
lice shooting of a person of
color. 
They want to know why

17-year-old HANNAH WILLIAMS was fatally
shot by a Fullerton police officer on a freeway in
Anaheim, and why the officer hasn’t been ques-
tioned by investigators.
Though the facts associated with the case are

spotty, police say Williams was a “suspect” and
that they found a “possible handgun” at the
shooting scene. 

African American archi-
tect PHIL FREELON, who
designed the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of African
American History and Cul-
ture (NMAAHC) in Wash-
ington D.C., died recently in
Durham, North Carolina
from Lou Gehrig’s disease. He was 66.
Freelon, was known for designing buildings

around the country that uplifted the African
American experience, and believed structures
should contribute to everyday peoples’ lives.
“I’ll remember him as one of the most gifted ar-

chitects I’ve ever worked with but also one of the
kindest individuals I’ve ever known,” said Lonnie

Multi Grand Slam title
winning tennis player 
SERENA WILLIAMS says
she sought therapy after
her 2018 U.S. Open final
loss to Naomi Osaka.
In a personal essay she

wrote for Harper’s Bazaar
magazine, the 37-year-old tennis champion de-
tailed what she went through emotionally after
her controversial Open final upset in which she
argued with an official, Carlos Ramos, accusing
him of sexism, costing her three code violations
and ultimately one game.
Williams wrote the loss left her feeling “hurt”

and “cut deeply.” 
During the match, she received three viola-

PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITYBy Yvonne  Kemp

“This year I had
the opportunity
to work at Sum-
merfest. I heard
a lot of great
music, ate a lot 
of delicious food,
and saw so many people enjoying the
festival and having a great time.”

DEBORAH
MOORE

“Summerfest is
always a great
event for families
and friends. I en-
joyed the great
music and con-
certs. I got to see
Lionel Richie and J-Lo (Jennifer Lopez)
and enjoyed every moment.”

DONNA LUCAS
FRANKLIN

“I did go down to
the Summerfest
grounds several
times this year.  Un-
fortunately, the con-
certs I wanted to see
were sold out. The
music selection is al-
ways amazing and
never seems to dis-
appoint. It only gets more amazing every
year. I’m eagerly awaiting the 2020 line-up.”

D’ARAUN 
BROWN

“What I liked
about Summer-
fest 2019 was the
large crowd of
people of all col-
ors having a posi-
tive interaction
with each other
and law enforcement. But most of all,
watching (rapper) T.I. perform.”

CHARLES
MC COY

QUESTION 
OF THE
WEEK:

“What did you
like about
Summerfest
this year?”

THE “LAST”
DEFENDER
Legendary Chicago
newspaper prints 
last edition, will make
switch to digital

After more than 115 years
of serving Black Americans
in Chicago—and the nation—
the legendary Black newspa-
per, the Chicago Defender
released its last printed issue
on Wednesday and will shift
its focus exclusively to digital
content.
The Defender announced the

change last month in a letter to its ad-
vertisers and
staff, noting
the shifting
l a n d s c a p e
and advertis-
ing decline.
The De-

fender’s par-
ent company,
Real Times
M e d i a
(RTM), has
put signifi-
cant money
behind new
digital initia-
tives that will
allow the
publication’s coverage to reach a
wider audience. RTM CEO Hiram
Jackson noted in an interview on a
Chicago radio station that the news-
paper’s readers already consume its
content on digital platforms.
The transition will not include any

staff or management changes. The
online version will continue to high-
light “pivotal events,” via special
print editions and will continue to
offer its signature events in print.
Considered a vital news source for

African Americans at a time when
Black voices were largely excluded
from mainstream media platforms,
the Defender covered both major
events—the 1919 Chicago Race
Riot, the murder of Emmett Till, the
assassination of Martin Luther King,
Jr.—and the details of Black commu-
nity life: births, deaths, weddings,
and graduations.
“It was at everybody’s house,”

said Glen Reedus, a former Defender
editor, noting it was everywhere,
south side or west side. “There was
a joke that if someone said some-
thing had happened and someone
else said it hadn’t, you knew it didn’t
happen if it wasn’t in the Defender.”
At its peak in the late 1920s, the

newspaper boasted a circulation of
250,000, but that number had dwin-
dled to 16,000 in recent years.
However, the Defender’s website

reaches 475,000 unique visitors each
month. Transitioning to digital con-
tent made sense, though it didn’t
make it any less of a “difficult deci-
sion” to do so said Jackson.
“But I think it’s the right decision,”

Jackson added. “The Defender is

ATAT THETHE
‘FEST!‘FEST!
JAMMIN’JAMMIN’

Classic R&B Soul once again teamed up with
Hip-Hop and avant garde artists of the new mil-
lennium to wow audiences at the recently con-
cluded Summerfest at the Henry Maier festival
grounds along Milwaukee’s lakefront. The vari-
ous stages throughout the grounds were rockin’
and jammin’ with music of all kinds. But the city’s
Black community wanted to hear the best the
African American music genre has to offer...and
they did! From the Spinners, Chaka Khan and Li-
onel Richie to rappers Lil’ Wayne, T.I., School
Boy Q, to the avant garde soul stylings of The
Roots. These and other African American acts
made this edition of the world’s largest music
festival one of the best ever!

Photos by Francesca
Guyton-Johnson

More photos on page 2

(continued on page 2) (continued on page 2) (continued on page 2)

Compiled by 
MCJ Editorial Staff 

Robert S. 
Abbott
Founder of 
The Chicago 
Defender

(continued on page 6

The Spinners

Lil’ Wayne

School Boy Q

Chaka Khan Lionel Richie

The Roots’ Tariq "Black
Thought" Trotter (front)
and Questlove in the back-
ground on drums

Lizzo 
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More pics from “The ‘Fest!”

P h o t o s  b y  K i m  R o b i n s o n

However, the Orange County
D.A.’s office said what looked
like a Beretta semi-automatic
handgun was actually a BB gun.
According to an ABC News re-

port, the still unidentified officer
involved was driving his K-9 dog
to the veterinarian and spotted a
car speeding eastbound. 
At some point, the two vehi-

cles came in contact with one
another and the officer radioed
dispatch saying he’d been in-
volved in a shooting, according
to Anaheim police. Williams was
taken to a hospital, where she
died. 
Saying she had her whole life

ahead of her, Lynette Campbell,
Williams’ grandmother, said the
family is devastated. She added
the family still doesn’t have clear
answers and that information
they received from police has
changed several times.—thegrio

LGBTQ Teen
shot by Cali. cop

(continued from front page)

(continued from front page)

HABARIGANI Bunch, founding director of the African American Museum and now
secretary of the Smithsonian Institution.
Diagnosed with Gehrig’s disease months before the NMAAHC

opened, Freelon continued working, even as the degenerative ill-
ness slowed him. One of the last projects he was working on was
the $50 million expansion of the Motown Museum in Detroit.
Bunch said one of Freelon’s attributes was his ability to remain

calm under the stress of deadlines and budgets. “He made us be-
lieve we could always do this,” Bunch said. “And that’s a unique tal-
ent.”—thegrio.com

Architect of Washington’s
African American Museum
dies of Lou Gehrig’s disease

tions from an umpire attempting to accuse her of cheating. 
The tennis champ wrote she felt “defeated and disrespected” by a

sport she loved and that she and her sister Venus, another multi-
grand slam champion, truly changed.
The Open incident so affected Williams that she found it hard to

pick up a tennis racket. She confessed she “couldn’t find peace”
emotionally with what happened to her or its impact on Osaka, who
is Black and Japanese. The U.S. Open was her first major tourna-
ment championship.
At her therapist’s suggestion, Williams contacted Osaka and apol-

ogized to her for what transpired during the match. “It was time for
me to apologize to the person who deserved it the most,” she con-
cluded. —thegrio.com

Tennis champ Serena Williams 
admits to seeking therapy after
controversial 2018 U.S. Open loss
(continued from front page)

Bone Thugs-n-Harmony

Tariq “Black Thought” Trotter

Questlove on the drums

Snoop Dog
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WHEDA 
Foundation,
Inc. 
announces
2019 Housing
Grant 
Program 
Competition

MADISON – The Wisconsin
Housing and Economic Develop-
ment Authority (WHEDA) and the

WHEDA Foundation, Inc. announce
the availability of grant funds
through the 2019 WHEDA Founda-
tion Housing Grant Program compe-
tition.
Grant funds totaling $1 million

will be awarded to support the de-
velopment and improvement of
housing facilities for low-income
persons at risk for homelessness.
The fund will support two separate
housing competitions: an emer-
gency/transitional housing category
and a permanent housing category. 
“As part of its comprehensive

housing mission, WHEDA has a
long and successful history of sup-
porting disadvantaged populations
in need,” said Governor Tony Evers.
“These grants not only improve
housing conditions for those in cri-
sis but create important construction
jobs as well.”
“I wholeheartedly urge housing

providers throughout the state to
apply for these invaluable grants,”
said WHEDA Executive Director
Joaquin Altoro. “The grant funds
help provide housing stability and
hope to Wisconsin’s most vulnera-
ble residents.” 
Beneficiaries of this program in-

clude: the homeless, runaway youth,
youth out of home placement, veter-
ans, alcohol or drug dependent per-
sons, persons in need of protective
services, domestic abuse victims,
developmentally disabled, low in-
come or frail elderly persons, chron-
ically mentally ill, physically
impaired or disabled, people living
with HIV disease, and persons with-
out access to traditional housing.  
Eligible applicants include non-

profit organizations or cooperatives
organized under Chapters 181, 185,
or 187 of the Wisconsin Statutes;
community development, redevel-
opment and housing authorities; and
local units of government, including
Native American tribal authorities.  

Applications are due on August
23, 2019. The maximum grant
award available is $40,000. 
For more information about the

WHEDA Foundation Housing
Grant Program competition and to
view the application materials, go to
https://www.wheda.com/Housing-
Grant-Program/. 

Teens Channeling
The Gift That 
Lies Within
I was having a conversation with a close friend of mine

and somehow we got on the topic of teens, school and
talent. You may be wondering where these three have
anything to do with one another and it is fair to do so.
During our conversation, the idea of teens preparing their
minds to focus on going to school and getting a college
degree wasn’t such a bad idea. 
It wasn’t until we delved deeper into exploring what

each individual was put on Earth to do, that the college
& career idea began to make me ask questions.  
Before I go any further, I want to say that this is not to

discourage any individual from getting an education at
any college. I am only opening up ideas for those who
feel like college may not be right for them. 
Growing up, I never really thought about college. It

wasn’t until my junior year in high school that I had
thought deeply about it. 
Even then, it was only because my peers were begin-

ning to submit applications and there was so much buzz
around the school. When I ended up enrolling at Georgia
State University, I wanted to get my degree in Mass Com-
munications. Since then, I have been involved in radio
podcasts, school newspaper editing and printing, and
even collaborative web talk series. For someone who
never thought about college, I can honestly say that I’ve
enjoyed all that I have learned. 
In the case of many other millennials, they aren’t all

hyped up about the college life. See, our generation now
is more tech savvy, they are into investing, bitcoins, stock
and finances. To them, college is a huge debt trap. They
are aware that even after 4+ years of education and thou-
sands and thousands of dollars spent, they are least likely
to even get a job in the field in which they went to school

for. So the question, “What degree should teens and
young adults focus on when deciding on whether to go
to college or not?” came about.  
According to Gihan Fernando, executive director of the

career center at American University, "Employers are
moving away from looking at major as the first thing.
They're looking more at these soft skills." This is good
for teens who are interested in being employed in the cor-
porate world or blue, white, pink collar industries. 
Then you have those who fall in neither category and

would rather let their God-given talent be their means of
income. That idea is relatable, as I’ve taken on many of
my talents and made money from them all. Whether it
was singing, doing hair, building websites, or freelance
creative work, the only box I was in was the ones I put
myself in. 
For those who have no interest in going to college or

being employed by anyone, this message is for you. Your
talent is your gift from God. You must work on yourself
and your craft to perfect it. You must also be patient while
this process takes place. Talent cannot and should not be
rushed. 
We were all put on this Earth with a talent and yours

may differ from the next person’s. I truly believe that if
you do what you love, then you’ll never work a day in
your life. No one really teaches about entrepreneurship
and being your own boss. We do not learn in school how
to successfully start, run and grow your own business. In-
stead, we are taught to go to college, and prepare our-
selves to be employed by other entrepreneurs and
business owners. From experience on both ends, I am
here to say that college is not a terrible idea, however, I
encourage everyone to really get acquainted with thyself
and expand on the many gifts that harvest within. 
Paishance Welch
Tweens, Teens & Young Adults
References: Rebecca Koenig. US News and World Re-
port. www.money.usnews.com
https://money.usnews.com/careers/applying-for-a-
job/articles/2018-09-24/your-college-major-does-not-
define-your-career. Web July 8, 2019. 
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RELIGIONRELIGION “For you have delivered my soul from
death, my eyes from tears, my feet from
stumbling.”—Psalm 116:8

Survey: 
Black 
millennials
skip church
as early
adults
more than
Whites
By Adelle M. Banks,

courtesy of religion-
news.com-Posted March
18, 2019
(RNS) — African-
American young
adults are more likely
than their white coun-
terparts to drop out of
Protestant churches
during their early
adult years, new re-
search shows.
But equal percentages of black

and white young adults say they
currently attend services regu-
larly.
A new analysis of survey data

released last week (March 13)
by LifeWay Research of
Nashville, Tenn., found that
nearly three-quarters of black
young adults said they stopped
attending church regularly for at

least a year between the ages of
18 and 22. By comparison, 65
percent of white young adults
said they halted regular atten-
dance during that period.
But 44 percent of white and

black young adults who at-
tended church regularly for
more than a year in high school
said they currently attended
church at least twice a month. 
A quarter of white young

adults said they did not currently
attend church, compared to 19
percent of African-American
young adults.
The survey, which was con-

ducted in 2017, sampled the
views of U.S. Protestant adults
between the ages of 23 and 30.
Despite the early-adult dropoff

in attendance, a black church ex-
pert at LifeWay Christian Re-
sources said many
African-American students con-
tinue to feel they have a connec-
tion to a church they previously
attended.
“Very often in African-Amer-

ican culture, we’re really, really
tied to what we would call our
home church, the church you
grew up in,” said Mark Croston,
a former pastor who works for
the publishing division of the
Southern Baptist Convention. “
And so for many of our stu-

dents, as they would move away
to college, they would in their
minds still be holding onto their
relationship with their church
back where they grew up.”
Croston said the survey shows

that churches that do not have an
active young adult ministry
should consider having one.
The father of two adult chil-

dren who are millennials said
both expressed how important
finding a congregation with a
young adult ministry was to
them as they looked for a new
church after moving away from
home. 
His daughter, he said, gave up

on one congregation because it
no longer offered a vibrant
group that focused on young
people.
“These are her words: ‘They

don’t have anything there for me
anymore,’” he recalled.
For both black and white

young adults, college attendance
or a move far from the church
they had been attending were
key factors in their halt in regu-
lar churchgoing. 
Among other reasons were

disagreements with a church’s
stance on social or political is-
sues — which was cited by 28
percent of white young adults
and 18 percent of black young
adults.
The analysis focused on the

race of the individuals surveyed
and not the racial makeup of the

congregations they may have at-
tended.
It found that 72 percent of

African-American young adults
said they spend regular time in
private prayer, compared to 58
percent of white young adults.
Forty-seven percent of black
young adults said they regularly
read the Bible privately, com-
pared to 33 percent of white
young adults.
“The fact that they were still

engaged in the disciplines of the
faith, prayer and Bible reading,
really says that something is re-
ally still going on in their lives,”
said Croston.
The survey was sponsored by

LifeWay Students, the arm of
LifeWay Christian Resources
focused on student ministry, and
included only those who had at-
tended a Protestant church twice
a month or more for at least a
year during high school.
The new analysis was based

on a sample of 2,002 online in-
terviews. The overall margin of
error was plus or minus 2.4 per-
centage points.

WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

The NEWMCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community
If you have news about your church

and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOUR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance). 
Below is the list of things we would

like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com
We look forward to hearing from you

and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper

FIRSTFIRST
SUNDAYSUNDAY
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES PESSIMISM: “We can destroy our-
selves by cynicism and disillusion, just
as effectively as by bombs.”

—Kenneth B. Clark
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It's been nearly 20 years since Rev. La-
Harve Buck proposed a conference on
marriage and Black male/female relation-
ships. At the time, it didn't seem very sig-
nificant.
But over the last two decades, I've grown to appreciate the crucial

importance of his quest, not just for the sanctity of the institution, but
also for the welfare of our community—particularly our children.
Rev. Buck's proposal grew out of a weekly column he had authored

in the Community Journal about male parental responsibilities. On
more than a few occasions, the column touched on spousal communi-
cation, male/female relationships, and morality.
In retrospect, it was probably because of that last concern that most

members of our tribe rejected Buck's cry. Apparently, they didn't want
to deal with their own hypocrisy.
For the record, Rev. Buck isn't one of those preachy, 'holier than

thou' types who are more interested in tithes than theological topics.
He's pragmatic, and a down-home brother who won't get in your face

about your lifestyle or code of conduct—or misconduct, unless it is
harmful to others.
Rev. Buck doesn't judge the "part-time, selective Christians" in part

because he understands the changing nuisances of our American tribal
culture and the ever-swaying moral paradigm many embrace out of
convenience or to suit our immediate personal needs.
That said, he will openly discuss the cataclysm facing our tribe as

we sit back and observe the ongoing moral and cultural transition, a
circumstance many believe will bode ill for our children and our com-
munity, if that's possible.
In fact, since his proposal, the world and heavens witnessed what

everyone other than politicians and poverty pimps (some believe they
are one and the same) realize has been a downward spiral from which
we may never recover.
We are facing threats to the institution of marriage and the Black nu-

clear family paradigm as we observe a steady increase in the number
and percentage of out of wedlock births and female-headed house-
holds. The fact that this milestone has reached this point without a pub-
lic discussion is an indictment we must all shoulder.
And I'm not talking about remedies, but even a recognition that the

patient is ill.  
Indeed, our tribal leaders' silence is not only confusing but could be

considered an endorsement of sorts, even as they fight tooth and nail
to criticize the government or White supremacy for not creating the
mechanisms or financial resources to reverse the situation---as if repa-
rations would give Neckbones the money to buy rubbers and the
women to be more selective or at least less myopic.
Even more confusing is the fact that African American leadership

has convinced many if not most of us that Trump and the KKK are
forcing poor people to breed without regard for who and how they will
be raised.
The question, of course, is, has the Black community all but aban-

doned the Black nuclear family concept? Is it today restricted to the
middle class, practicing Christians and public figures for whom it is
requisite?
On a related plane, have we given up on our African culture or Bib-

lical commands of fidelity and gender roles? Obviously, that latter Old
Testament paradigm doesn't equate to modern realities. But what about
the basic tenets of the Bible?
While a case can be made that we confuse Hebrew culture with

Christian principles, I don't think the “authors” of the Bible interpreted
the scripture about being "fruitful and multiplying" as a license to have
a dozen children by a score of men without the ability to care for or
prepare them for meaningful lives.
That's why I can't get past this thought that many sisters are being

selfish and irresponsible having children they can't afford or provide
for. What's the sense? To have a toy. To trap a man.
One hundred years ago, you could justify having a hoard of children

because you needed laborers to survive. 
But today? I know parts of the central city look like the residents are

growing crops, but those tall plants are really weeds or weed, and you
don't need a dozen children to harvest the north 40 (ounces).
As nonsensical as it seems, Black women, today head 70% of all

Black households. Nearly 75% of all babies born in the densest popu-
lation central city zip codes are born out of wedlock.
The Black divorce rate is now over 55%, and Milwaukee is among

the top 10 cities nationwide in teen pregnancy.
And those census figures don't tell the whole story in that they don't

touch on the ramifications of those statistics. Less than half of all
women with two children born out of wedlock will ever marry, and
nearly 76% are doomed to live in poverty.
Pregnancy is the preeminent reason for girls dropping out of high

school, and there is a 79% chance that that Black males brought up in
a home without an active (responsible) father will end up with a police
record, in prison, or dead.
In fact, children brought up in a poor, female-headed household are

more likely to drop out of school, end up in trouble with the law and
embrace the culture of poverty.
They are also more likely to be abused, put into foster care, and to

succumb to the allure of drugs and gang activities.
Obviously, little if any to these sobering facts have swayed men from

"proving" their manhood by impregnating as many impressionable
girls—and women—as possible. Or sisters from ignoring the options
for safe sex or at a minimum, better choices.

Apparently, Christian, Muslims or Buddhist tenets seldom come into
play, nor does the simple fact that children brought up in two-parent
households generally fare better in most aspects of life.
In other words, you limit your options and opportunities for Black

babies when you try to raise them by yourself, whether poor or 'po.
Like Rev. Buck, I'm not condemning or passing judgment. Many of

our tribe's most influential and respected chiefs come from single-par-
ent households. But most who travel that road will fall into a ditch
from which they may be trapped forever.
Sadly, Black political leadership and the clergy either don't compre-

hend the extent of the phenomenon or have some other "motivation"
for ignoring this reality.
That's why you don't hear about solutions from Washington or Madi-

son.
As a conspiracy theorist, I can only assume it's a political power

game, where the Democrats sustain the status quo by offering re-
sources to keep poor Black families comfortable in a state of destitu-
tion, (meaning they can provide employment for poverty pimps; their
most influential special interest).  Part of that scheme is to give the
poor just enough so they can secure an overpriced television from
Rent-A-Center. 
The Republicans play into that game because they own the com-

pany.
Buck's proposed conference never happened, although it's not too

late. We need to come to grips with this "problem" if for no other rea-
son than to elicit a conversation we have too long ignored.
It's time we brought leaders—civil and silver rights, clergy and ed-

ucation—together to talk openly about this phenomenon, including
where we will end up if we don't address the problem of boys growing
up without a father in their lives.
We need to discuss the racist contention that Black people are more

sexually active because we are morally bankrupt.
We need to have a serious conversation about the contributing fac-

tors inherent in the prison pipeline. Why MPS teachers are afraid of
Black children, and conversely why so many Black children can't read
and then act out.
Additionally, what goes through the mind of a Black man-child when

he realizes his mother has a revolving door of men coming in and out
of their lives? Is that what young impressionable girls will emulate?
What happens to the children who have irresponsible Neckbones as

fathers?
What about the self-esteem and worldview of children brought up

in poverty? And on the other end of the spectrum, why are so many
single professional sisters having babies or turning to white men? It's
not because they wear weaves and want to look White.
Lastly, why is the schism between Black men and women so pro-

nounced today?
Rev. Buck didn't distract by questioning the life choices of those

who contribute to the problem of dysfunctional families.
But he was interested in bringing to the fore issues that must be ad-

dressed if our community is ever to reach our God-ordained potential.
Of course, it is ludicrous to assume one conference will provide an

answer or even a consensus agenda, but it could be a start—an early
pregnancy of sorts, that will benefit our tribe and put a smile on Rev.
Buck's face.
Hotep.

Has the Black community abandoned
the Black Nuclear Family Concept

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

“Apparently, Christian, Muslims or
Buddhist tenets seldom come into
play, nor does the simple fact that
children brought up in two-parent
households generally fare better in
most aspects of life.In other words,
you limit your options and oppor-
tunities for Black babies when you
try to raise them by yourself,
whether poor or 'po.”

Why does American 
Airlines have enough
time to police Black
women’s bodies?
With problematic passengers a
plenty, American Airlines could have
just left traveling doctor Tisha Rowe
and her son alone.
By Kyra Kyles 
Posted July 10, 2019, courtesy of Facebook

I don’t envy the jobs of flight
attendants.
Who wants to deal with indignant overhead bin

hogs, goofs who refuse to check their supersized
steamer trunks, false flag emotional support service
animals and, in a worst-case scenario, violent and ag-
gressive passengers who put everyone’s lives at risk?
Spoiler alert: Not. Me.
However, there seems to be a handful of these folks who have fewer

tasks to manage than their robust job descriptions suggest. Somehow,
some way, American Airlines flight attendants put down the safety in-
structions and found enough time to humiliate a Black traveler for no
other reason than a toxic (in-flight) cocktail of envy mixed with anti-

Blackness.
Though a half-hearted corporate apology was issued this week, it

appears the airline was first called out on June 30 when Houston doc-
tor, Tisha Rowe tweeted about being told to “cover up” or get off her
flight.
Rowe was wearing a colorful romper that just so happened to em-

phasize a banging bawdy en route to Miami after a family hangout in
Jamaica. The one-piece attracted the attention of a business-deficient
attendant who, in front of Rowe’s 8-year-old son, had the medical pro-
fessional and founder of a telehealth company, perform some Game

(continued on page 6)

An American Airlines flight attendant forced Dr. Tisha Rowe to
cover up her outfit before walking on the flight or she would
have to disembark.
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about providing information to the African American community. The num-
bers are evident that the best way to do that is through doubling down on our
digital platform.”
The Defender was founded in May of 1905 by Robert S. Abbott, who ini-

tially ran the operation from the kitchen of his landlord’s Chicago apartment.
In the early days, the Defender consisted of four-page, six-column handbills,
filled with local news tidbits and clippings from other papers. Five years later,
Abbot hired a full-time reporter and started to expand the Defender’s focus
to issues of national importance—and in turn, the paper began to attract a na-
tional audience.
Abbott adopted the splashy approach deployed by publishers like Joseph

Pulitzer and William Randolph
Hearst as a way to call attention to
the racial injustices that permeated
America during the Jim Crow era.
The Defender was rife with sensa-

tional headlines, red ink and graphic
images, but it took an unequivocal
stance against gravely serious sub-
jects: White oppression, segregation,
lynchings and other crimes perpe-
trated against African Americans.
To distribute the newspaper be-

yond the Mason-Dixon Line, Abbott
partnered with Black railway porters.
Despite the Klu Klux Klan’s attempts
to confiscate its pages, the Defender
spread through the south. By the start
of World War I, two-thirds of the
paper’s readers were located outside
of Chicago.
The paper is considered to be a

major driver of the Great Migration,
which saw more than 6 million
African Americans move from the
south to the north, midwest, and west
between 1916 and 1970. It actively
worked to encourage African Ameri-
cans in the south to leave the region.
The Defender spoke of the hazards of remaining in the overtly segregated

south and lauded life in the North. Job listings and train schedules were posted
to facilitate the relocation. The Defender also used editorials, cartoons, and
articles with blazing headlines to attract attention to the movement, and even
went so far as to declare May 15, 1917 the date of the ‘Great Northern
Drive.’”
Over the years, the Defender campaigned for anti-lynching legislation,

called for the integration of sports teams and argued against the segregation
of the armed forces. The publication attracted such illustrious contributors as
Langston Hughes and Gwendolyn Brooks. By 1956, it had transitioned from
a weekly distribution schedule to a daily one.
More recently, however, the Defender has been struggling through the same

challenges that have afflicted most other newspapers in the country—namely
declines in print advertising and a growing number of readers who prefer to
get their news online. In 2008, the paper switched back to a weekly circula-
tion. And now, it is starting a new chapter, one that will be centered around
the demands of the digital era.

“It is an economic decision,” Jackson explained. “But it’s more an effort
to make sure that The Defender has another 100 years.”
--Sources: Smithsonianmag.com and wbbm780.radio.com

Why does American Airlines have enough
time to police Black women’s bodies?
of Thrones-level walk of shame off the plane,
only permitting her to re-board with the addi-
tion of a sackcloth of sorts.
“My shorts covered EVERYTHING but ap-

parently was too distracting to enter the
plane,” Rowe tweeted. “When defending my
outfit I was threatened with not getting back
on the flight unless I walked down the aisle
wrapped in a blanket.”
Both Rowe and her child were mortified

with her son in actual tears, according to her
recollections.
“I have a very curvaceous body, and I put

my body in bold colors, so you’re going to see
it. But it’s not vulgar. It’s not inappropriate.
It’s not bad, you know? If you put someone
who’s a size 2 in the exact same outfit next to
me, no one would be bothered.”
“As a physician i know the negative impact

of #racism on health and i am speaking up be-
cause i hope no one else has endure what i did
because they don’t fit the mold,” she tweeted.

“We are policed for being black. Our bodies
are over sexualized as women and we must
ADJUST to make everyone around us com-
fortable. I’ve seen white women with much
shorter shorts board a plane without a blink of
an eye.”
It’s worth noting that a few White women

have also been jammed up by the self-ap-
pointed flight fashion police. Maggie McGuf-
fin and Kyla Ebbert were gathered by Jet Blue
and Southwest, respectively for outfits that
were described as too form-fitting and dis-
tracting.
However, Black women, in particular, have

faced this kind of surveillance for centuries
since the days of Sarah Baartman (The Hot-
tentot Venus) paraded around Europe as a cir-
cus freak in the 1800s because of her
curvaceous form all the way up to Serena
Williams ogled and shunned for her stunning,
melanated and muscled form currently seen in
all its glory on the cover of Harper’s Bazaar. 
Even the hair that grows God-given from

our heads is subject to penalty, to the point
that city and state legislation is required to
protect our rights to “wear” our hair in it’s nat-
ural state.
How can it be that we are still facing anti-

Black beauty sentiment from the 1700s when
Tignon Law actually once made it illegal for
Black women to display their gorgeous, bouf-
fant curls and kinks because it was considered
too threatening?
In the year of our Lord (and Lizzo) 2019,

when Disney is turning actress/singer Halle
Bailey into mermaid Ariel, presidential con-
tender Kamala Harris is schooling disowned
“Uncle” Joe Biden at the Democratic debates
and Ava DuVernay has successfully secured
the excommunication of former Central Park
5 prosecutor and unrepentant demon Linda
Fairstein, 
I refuse to believe that we will stand by

complacently and allow Black women to be
treated like characters from “The Handmaid’s
Tale” on somebody’s dusty airline.

(continued from page 5)Newsboy sells The
Chicago Defender in
1942.

Legendary Chicago 
Defender prints 
last edition, will make
switch to digital
(continued from front page)

“There was a
joke that if

someone said
something

had happened
and someone

else said it
hadn’t, you

knew it didn’t
happen if it

wasn’t in the
Defender.”

—Glen Reedus, 
a former Defender editor,

...the Black press is a
form of communication
that is vital to our com-
munity because Black
newspapers...Black
media in general...high-
light the positives
within Black America
that, sadly, don’t get
shown by the majority
run media outlets that
dwell on the negatives
of our lives.
—MCJ Editor Thomas Mitchell, Jr. (Excerpted from the news-
paper’s December 26, 2018 edition)

SUPPORT THE BLACK PRESS! 
READ AND SUPPORT THE 
ADVERTISERS OF YOUR 
MILWAUKEE 
COMMUNITY JOURNAL
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