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PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITY
Photos and question
by Yvonne Kemp
Question of
the Week:
As we’ve done the
last few years dur-
ing this “Day of Ju-
bilee,” we asked
four individuals 
who attended 

JUNETEENTH DAY:
“What does this
special day

mean to you?” 
“Juneteenth
Day means
everything:
freedom for
us today! It
should be recognized for 
all time.”

PEARLINE
FLIPPIN

“Juneteenth
Day means
freedom. It’s
a day we
can reflect
on where
we’ve come from and
where we are today.”

JAMES
CURRIE

“Juneteenth
means (the good
news of) freedom
(finally) came to
slaves in Texas. (It
means) everyone
coming together
standing and pray-
ing together in the
name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
(It also means) family gatherings, love,
peace, respect and happiness!”

TAKEISHA 
COLLIER

“Juneteenth
Day means a
day of rejoic-
ing; knowing
that freedom
has come. But
there is still work to be done to
bring love and unity back to our
people.”

PASTOR RODNEY
CAMPBELL
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fraud sweep—
none were Black
Thirteen White individuals

were recently arrested for
defrauding the Department of
Social Services in St. Lawrence County, New York
out of more than $104,000, which is considered the
largest welfare fraud sweep in the county’s history.
Not a single Black person was involved. The indi-
viduals, age 25 to 51, face charges of welfare fraud
after failing to accurately report income informa-
tion. Some were also charged with offering a false
instrument for filing. They reportedly received pub-
lic assistance benefits ranging from $1,300 to
$31,000. –Source: BlackNews.com

‘Fake’ cop shoots
Black woman at
Chicago Walgreens
A Chicago woman was fatally

shot recently inside a Walgreen’s
by a man who falsely claimed to
be a policeman after a store man-
ager accused her of stealing fem-
inine products. As of this writing, he’s still at large.
According to Chicago Police the woman, Sircie Var-
nado (pictured), was shopping at the store when
she was confronted by the manager about shoplift-
ing. According to witnesses a customer claiming to
be a Chicago policeman confronted Varnado, shot
her in the head and ran away. She later died at a
hospital. Police say the assailant is not a cop, but is
an “unofficial security guard” at that Walgreens. Wal-
greens is cooperating fully with the police investiga-
tion. —Source: Blue Telusma, thegrio.com

Ithica, N.Y. offering 
daycare for city 
council meetings
A Black progressive mayor in up-
state New York will institute this
month a new policy offering child-
care at city council and commis-
sion meetings. “We don’t think
anyone else has done it,” said Svante Myrick (pic-
tured), the mayor of Ithaca, New York who  is known
for unusual policy ideas. The 32-year-old chief city
executive said the idea came about after noting so
few parents of pre-school and school-aged children
are involved in city government. “The city is a lot
younger and it’s less white. We set out to see how
we can get more people involved in local govern-
ment, and this is one of the policies we’ve come up
with.” -- Source: Rebecca Ritzel, NextCity.org

Black legislative 
caucus urges 
adoption task force 
to hold public 
hearing in Milwaukee
Say city has highest levels
of adoption in the state

Noting extreme racial disparities in
state-wide adoptions between Black and
White residents, the Wisconsin Legisla-
tive Black Caucus is
urging the state’s
adoption task force to
host a public hearing
in Milwaukee so
voices of color are
heard.

“While it is obvious that
adoption is not an area that is
unique to Milwaukee, it is an area that significantly af-
fects our city,” wrote state Rep. David Crowley, a
member of the Caucus, in a letter to the task force.

“It is imperative that the community have their
voices heard (and) receive representation from the
Task Force on Adoption,” Crowley said.

In the letter, Crowley pointed to Milwaukee County
as having the highest levels of adoption in the state.
According to the Department of Children and Fami-
lies, there were 723 children adopted in Wisconsin in
fiscal year 2018. More than one-third of state public
adoptions occurred in Milwaukee County.

Though African Americans make up 9% of the
state’s population, they represent 32% of the foster
care population, compared to White populations that
make up 71% of the total population, but 45% of the
population in foster care.

In 2017, there were 2,181 children being served
through Out-of-Home care in Milwaukee, compared
to the 5,356 being served in the state’s other 71 coun-
ties combined.

The state representative also pointed to the dispro-
portionate effects of adoption and foster care on low-
income families of color who are more likely to
encounter challenges that increase their likelihood of
facing the child welfare system.

The bipartisan task force will reportedly travel the
state to hear residents talk about the barriers facing bi-
ological and adoptive parents in Wisconsin’s adoption
process and what can be done to make the process eas-
ier for families.

The task force, made up of legislators, will focus on
these four areas:

• Examine the termination of parental rights
• Identify ways to shorten the timeline for adoptions
• Evaluate the costs of adoption and ways 
to reduce the amount

• Increase awareness and resources pertaining 
to adoption

The task force will begin holding public hearings
around the state soon. Policy recommendations are ex-
pected to be made this summer so lawmakers can con-
sider legislative solutions this fall.

The idea for this committee came out of the work
from the Speaker’s Task Force on Foster Care during
the 2017-18 legislative session. A large number of
adoptions come from the foster care system.

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

Rep. Crowley

Grady L. Cosby (pictured at immediate left), vice
president public affairs, chief diversity officer and pres-
ident of the Johnson Controls Foundation, is the 2019
Business Champion. He was honored with the title by
the African American Chamber of Commerce of Wis-
consin (AACCW) during its “Breakfast of Champions”
held at the Harley-Davidson Museum, 400 W. Canal
St. The AACCW also recognized two other entities
from the community that are making an impact on the
quality of life: The Young Enterprising Society (YES),
which hosts parties at the trendiest of Wisconsin’s so-
cial clubs that traditionally didn’t welcome people of
color. YES received the 2019 Innovator Award. YES is
run by two brothers Que (shown below left with
AACCW CEO and President Ossie Kendrix and
Wanda Montgomery, the AACCW chairwoman) and
Khalif El-Amin. The other awardee was Juli Kaufman
and JoAnne Sabir, the driving forces behind Sherman
Phoenix, the newest high-quality space for diverse
small businesses offering foods, wellness services and
cultural activities. It’s housed in the former BMO Harris
Bank building that was fire-damaged during the unrest
in the Sherman Park Neighborhood following an officer
involved shooting of a young Black man. Below right,
both women (Kaufman second from left, and Sabir,
second from right) receive the 2019 Rising Star Ward
from Montgomery and Kendrix.—Photos by Kemp

AFRICAN
AMERICAN

CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

OF 
WISCONSIN
honor three
CHAMPIONS

who are
helping to
move the

community
forward!

Northcott Neighborhood House Executive Director McArthur Weddle presided over his
last Juneteenth Festival Wednesday before he retires from the community based organi-
zation. Weddle was personally honored with proclamations and citations from the city
(Weddle is seen above left with Mayor Tom Barrett who presented a city proclamation to
him), and the state (Weddle poses with Gov. Tony Evers and Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes,
above at right), as well as the county and federal government. Weddle was also this year’s
Juneteenth Parade Grand Marshall along with Adriane Griffin, a long-time program director
with Northcott. For decades, both have led the Juneteenth festivities in Milwaukee, which
has one of the oldest festivals commorating the ending of slavery in the United States,
and which continues to be a model for other celebrations around the globe. Look for more
Juneteenth photos in next week’s MCJ edition.—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Northcott 
Neighborhood
House’s MAC 
WEDDELE 
presides over his
last Juneteenth
Festival
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Martin Luther King Economic Development
Corporation Board of Directors names 
Nicole Robbins its new executive director
Robbins to bring fresh energy, 
talent and experience to organization

The Martin Luther King Economic Development
Corporation’s Board of Directors is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of Nicole Robbins as the or-
ganization’s new Executive Director, effective June
1st. 

Leo Ries has served as the Interim Executive Director since
January of 2016, after the unexpected passing of the organiza-
tion’s long-time leader, Welford Sanders.

“Nicole Robbins brings extensive expertise, a passion for community development, and a strong network of partners
to her new role as the Executive Director of the Martin Luther King Economic Development Corporation. The Board
of Directors is pleased to have someone of her caliber to take the organization into the future,” said Ben Johnson,
Chair of the Board of Directors.

With a strong background in real estate and law, Nicole Robbins was hired as the Director of Housing and Real
Estate Development for the Martin Luther King Drive Economic Development Corporation (MLKEDC) in September
of 2018.  In this role, she launched the new “MLK Homes” initiative which aims to acquire and rehabilitate existing
single-family and duplex properties and re-sell those properties to owner-occupants in the Harambee neighborhood.

“Economic expansion along Martin Luther King Drive is happening quickly, and how we manage this change is
critical to the growth and well-being of our community. You will see the Martin Luther King Economic Development
Corporation take a multidisciplinary approach which seeds equity and ownership, as well as, builds social and cultural
capital. I’m excited to bring my talents to bear during this important time and to continue the successful legacy of the
Martin Luther King Economic Development Corporation,” said Robbins.

After graduating from the University of Wisconsin Law School in 2006, Robbins went to work for the Walgreen’s
Corporation in Chicago where she served as the Corporate and Regulatory Attorney. In that capacity, Robbins provided
advice related to regulatory compliance, zoning, construction, licensing, and federal, state, and local compliance. She
returned to Milwaukee to start her own private law practice in 2011. As the Managing Attorney for Robbins Law
Group, LLC, Robbins provided legal counsel to a wide variety of clients, including small businesses, nonprofits, and
Fortune 40 companies, in the areas of real estate, corporate, regulatory, environmental, municipal and litigation mat-
ters. 

In 2015, Robbins graduated from the Associates in Commercial Real Estate (ACRE) program for emerging minority
developers, where she gained greater exposure to Milwaukee’s community development initiatives and built an ex-
tensive network in the field.  

Robbins holds a B.S. in Business Administration from Marquette University and, a J.D. from the University of
Wisconsin Law School and is a member of the State Bar of Wisconsin, Illinois State Bar, and Milwaukee Bar Asso-
ciation.

Robbins

Summertime 
and the living is
easy...when 
you vaccinate!
Schools are wrapping up for the sum-

mer and parents are determining where
the kids are going for camp, summer
schools, baby-sitters and day care cen-
ters.  

Dreams of the beach and picnics and visits to Grand-
parents are a part of summer vacation planning. Add a
doctor’s visit and a trip to the Milwaukee Health Depart-
ment’s Immunization Program to your plans before
school begins again.  

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention in At-
lanta announced last week new cases of Measles in sev-
eral southern states. That’s a big deal because if one
person has measles, 90% of the people close by can get
measles through their coughing and sneezing. 

From January 1, to date, there have been 1,044 cases
of measles in 28 states.  Small number; so why the con-
cern?  Because:

Measles is classified as a “Category One” disease
which means that any case in Milwaukee has to be re-
ported IMMEDIATELY to the Health Department.  

Summertime is a time of travel, meeting relatives,
going new places, places where measles may have been
reported. Be Measles Alert! Vaccinate first.

The good news, Milwaukee has not had a confirmed
case of Measles since 2011.  

Children in Milwaukee, up to age two years, are vac-
cinated at the rate of 82.3 %.  And, 81.2% of 5-18 year
olds were up to date with 2 or more doses of Measles,
Mumps and Rubella (MMR) Vaccine in 2018, the Health
Department reported.   

These numbers are accomplished through many col-
laborative efforts, including walk-in clinics; working with

health care providers, schools, faith-based organizations
and day-care facilities and by making the community
fully aware.  Education is valuable and vaccination is life-
saving for children and adults!

“Measles are not so bad.”  Quite the contrary, measles
are highly contagious and their spores remain in the air
for a period of time.  Measles are as threatening as the flu
or the common cold.  And measles can be devastating for
the pregnant Mom. 

I know, first hand, the tragedy of measles to a doting
expectant Mom whose beautiful baby girl was born full
term, seemingly healthy with the family expectant, as are
all families; until she reached six weeks and she had not
begun to lift her neck, nor follow with her eyes.  

The pediatric examination noted “slow” and ordered
re-examination in three months.    

Prayers, vigils, and specialists; and tests, tests, and
more tests.  This beautiful baby girl was diagnosed with
severe retardation; retardation resulting from early con-
traction of measles in the first trimester.  No, her Mom
was unaware she had been exposed to measles. Lacy
lived to age thirteen years.   

We kept her at home, with a special bed, wheel chair
and high chair.  But lifting her became impossible, as she
grew, for her mom and father, grandmother; for us all.

So, finally at age six, she was institutionalized.  At 13
years, Lacy knew her family by sight.  She knew love but
she NEVER progressed beyond the stage of a six-month
old.   She smiled, ate pureed foods, delighted in a scalp
massage or a tickle on the bottom of her feet.  

But she never spoke, crawled, walked, nor lived a life
we thought she would have.

That was Measles!   
Measles are totally preventable as are the stories about

measles and how they can affect early gestation, a life ex-
pectant, and a new life snapped! That was 1968. Today
is 2019.

Children need two doses of MMR, the first dose be-
tween 12 and 15 months of age and the second dose be-
tween 4 and 6 years of age.

Most adults born after 1956 need at least one (1) dose
of MMR.  Talk with your Primary Care provider.   

Read THE AD to find out more about the Milwaukee
Health Department’s schedules for the summer. Dream,
picnic, visit and VACCINATE... KICK MEASLES TO
THE CURB.           WE CAN!—Patricia O’Flynn Pattillo

The members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority-Epsilon Kappa Omega Chapter and Upsilon Mu Omega
Chapter recently participated in the 5th annual AKA Day at city hall. The ladies met with Alderwomen Milele
Coggs and Nikiya Dodd (seen seated with placards), as well as their Common Council colleagues and
other city officials.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Alderwomen host AKA chapters at City Hall

Milwaukee Urban League (MUL) President and CEO, Dr. Eve Hall, was the keynote speaker at the Rotary Club
of Milwauee recently where she spoke on the 100 year journey of the MUL and what it’s current projects are
as they focus on the “three E’s”: Education, Employment, and Economic Vibrancy. She is shown above with
Ed Krishok, president of the Rotary Club of Milwaukee.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

MUL president speaks to Rotary Club
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Conversations about sex
and protecting yourself
while having sex, can be
very uncomfortable to
have with your teen.
However, as they get
older, these types of con-
versations should take
place more and more. 

This is the time where teens
are beginning to grow into
their young adult selves. It’s
also the time when dating, high

school crushes and intimate
settings begin to escalate. 

Although thoughts of your
child being sexually active are
haunting, educating them and
making sure they are aware of
how to be safe, can prevent
diseases such as HIV, Chlamy-
dia, Gonorrhea, Herpes and
Hepatitis B. 

There are ways to be pro-
tected and its better for your
child to hear it from you first,
before it’s too late. 

Based on the national survey
data almost half of all 9th to
12th graders have engaged in
sexual intercourse at least
once. 

Fifteen percent of these sex-
ually active teens report having
had intercourse with four or
more partners. 

While the numbers for sexu-
ally transmitted disease has de-
creased on a national level, the
age of those who have been af-
fected are getting lower and
lower. 

Just two years ago, STD
rates ranged between the ages
of 15 and 24. 

That number could easily be
your teen, especially if they are
not aware of the how severe
these infections and diseases
can be.   

Teenagers are prone to be in-
fected by an STD more than
any other age group. 

The CDC reports this is true
because teens are more likely
to experience peer pressure
and low self-esteem in differ-
ent types of relationships. 

Talking to your teen about
the facts about these dangerous
diseases will help them make
an educated and informed de-
cision about how to properly
protect themselves in a sexual
occasion. 

Although, the thought of
preparing your teen for what’s
to come as a young adult may
seem too raw and uncut for
you, it is important to know
that it is impossible to control
everything your child does.
With that being said, it is better
to teach them and guide them,
while at the same time trusting
them to make their own deci-
sions. 

Teens: Protect 
Yourself from STD’s
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RELIGIONRELIGION

WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

FIRSTFIRST
SUNDAYSUNDAY
The NEWMCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community
If you have news about your church

and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOUR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance). 
Below is the list of things we would

like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com
We look forward to hearing from you

and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper

Social, judicial, educa-
tional and economic in-
justice are unfortunately
norms in the daily lives
of many African Ameri-
cans and people of color
in these yet to be United
States of America. 

The boldness of some of our an-
cestors to speak up, boycott and
protest these injustices at times can
feel as actions that were done in
vain. 

These emotions are fueled by the repetitive cellphone
footage of people of color having their lives cut short,
while some of our Caucasian brothers and sisters seem
to receive a pass on their inappropriate interactions with
those they are called to protect and serve. 

Just when the pulse of racial tension has slowed
down, another incident arises that gets the blood boiling
of any human with dignity for human life and respect.
Unfortunately, at the time of this writing, the loss of
physical life is not the cause of increasing the commu-
nal heart rate; but it is viewing the loss of life behind
bars, it is having your conscience rattled to the effects
of solitary confinement and the effects of a prison sen-

tence for the accused and their family. If you for some
reason have been sleeping under a rock the cause of this
great awakening is The Neflix mini-series titled, “When
They See Us.” Friends, it is through the camera lens of
Director Ava DuVernay that we are given insight to the
corrupt hand dealt by lady justice to Antron McCray,
Kevin Richardson, Yusef Salaam, Raymond Santana
and Korey Wise.  As a father and a Christian pastor
there are a plethora of lessons that should be learned
from these unfortunate events. 

Every parent must instill within their children a high
value for truth, and that truth is non-negotiable. Sec-
ondly, ignorance to the elementary principles of the law

The lessons we must learn
and teach our children 
from the 
Netflix series, 
“When They 
See Us!”

A above: a scene from the Netflix series, “When They See Us!” At
right, Rev. Raymond Monk

Religious Commentary by
Rev. Raymond Monk,
Ephesians Missionary
Baptist Church

(continued on page 7)

The original Central Park Five

Donald Trump may be
imperilled by the ever-
growing number of inves-
tigations into various
avenues of his conduct,
but his agenda continues
apace at the Supreme
Court. 

There, the President’s appointees
and their allies are making quiet
progress on another key goal of his
political base: transforming the place
of religion in American life. 

The changes involve both religion
clauses of the First Amendment—the
one that prohibits the “establishment”
of a state religion and the one that
guarantees the “free exercise” of
Americans’ faiths. 

The short version of what’s going
on is that the establishment clause is
out, and the free-exercise clause is in.

During the past several decades,
the Court has defined the establish-
ment clause to limit the ability of
churches and other religious institu-
tions to receive subsidies from tax-
payer funds. 

The receipt of government money,
after all, defines a state religion. But,
in recent years, conservatives have
contrived various means to obtain ac-
cess to government money for reli-
gious entities, such as schools, and
the lawyers representing them are re-
ceiving an ever more sympathetic
hearing at the Court.

The key recent precedent came in
2017, when the Justices held that
Missouri was obligated to offer fi-
nancial grants for the resurfacing of
a playground at a parochial school, if
the state was going to make the same
grants available to public schools. 

In Trinity Lutheran Church of Co-
lumbia v. Comer, Chief Justice John
Roberts wrote, “The exclusion of
Trinity Lutheran from a public bene-

fit for which it is otherwise qualified,
solely because it is a church, is odi-
ous to our Constitution all the same,
and cannot stand.” 

The logic of this argument, of
course, could extend to virtually
every expense incurred by religious
schools; if public schools are obli-
gated to request state funds for text-
books, transportation, and teacher
salaries, then the government should
pay for those at religious schools as
well. And that’s the way the law is
heading.

Last week, three Justices found a
way for churches to gain access to
government funds. 

The Court declined to hear Morris
County v. Freedom from Religion
Foundation, a case in which the New
Jersey Supreme Court had held that
churches could not receive govern-
ment funds allocated to programs for
the preservation of historic buildings.
But Justice Brett Kavanaugh, joined
by Justices Neil Gorsuch and Samuel
Alito, argued that depriving churches
of these funds amounted to discrimi-
nation on the basis of religion. (They
did agree with their colleagues,
though, that there were procedural is-
sues with the case that made it unsuit-
able for Supreme Court review at this
time.) As Kavanaugh wrote, “Gov-
ernmental discrimination against re-
ligion—in particular, discrimination
against religious persons, religious
organizations, and religious speech—

violates the Free Exercise Clause.”
What the conservatives are doing,

in effect, is reading the establishment
clause out of the Constitution, and
turning almost every issue into a free-
exercise case.

In this reading, any denial of gov-
ernment benefits to a church can be
seen as discrimination which
amounts to a denial of free exer-
cise—and the conservatives are mak-
ing the same move with respect to
individuals. 

Conservatives now cite the free-
exercise clause to allow religious
people to exempt themselves from
obligations that are binding on all
other citizens. This currently comes
up most often in the context of people
who want to discriminate against gay
people as an expression of their reli-
gious beliefs.

The Court first engaged with this
issue in Masterpiece Cakeshop v.
Colorado Civil Rights Commission.
In 2018, the Justices affirmed the
right of a baker in Lakewood, Col-
orado, to refuse, on religious
grounds, to make a wedding cake for
a same-sex couple. 

The Court’s opinion, one of the last
written by Justice Anthony Kennedy
before he retired, did not directly ad-
dress the rights of shopkeepers to
keep out gay customers, but other
business owners have taken up the
baker’s cause. 

The Supreme Court Is Quietly Changing
the Status of Religion in American Life
By Jeffrey Toobin 
courtesy of the
newyorker.com, first
posted on March 6, 2019

(continued on page 7)
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES

As the Civil War
came to a close in
1865, a number of
people remained en-
slaved, especially in
remote areas. 

Word of slavery’s end trav-
eled slowly, and for those
who were largely isolated
from Union armies, life con-
tinued as if freedom did not
exist.

This was especially the case in
Texas, where thousands of slaves
were not made aware of freedom
until June 19, 1865, when Union
Gen. Gordon Granger arrived in
Galveston and issued an order offi-
cially freeing them. Their celebration
would serve as the basis of June 19
— or Juneteenth — a holiday cele-
brating emancipation in the US.

Ironically, while Juneteenth has
become the most prominent Emanci-
pation Day holiday in the US, it com-
memorates a smaller moment that
remains relatively obscure. 

It doesn’t mark the signing of the
1863 Emancipation Proclamation,
which technically freed slaves in the
rebelling Confederate states, nor does
it commemorate the December 1865
ratification of the 13th Amendment,
which enshrined the end of slavery
into the Constitution. 

Instead, it marks the moment when
emancipation finally reached those in
the deepest parts of the former Con-
federacy.

In many ways, Juneteenth repre-

sents how freedom and justice in the
US has always been delayed for
black people. The decades after the
end of the war would see a wave of
lynching, imprisonment, and Jim
Crow laws take root. What followed
was the disproportionate impact of
mass incarceration, discriminatory
housing policies, and a lack of eco-
nomic investment. 

And now, as national attention re-
main focused on acts of police vio-
lence and various racial profiling
incidents, it is clear that while
progress has been made in black
America’s 150 years out of bondage,
considerable barriers continue to im-
pede that progress.

Those barriers may remain until
America truly begins to grapple with
its history. 

“There are those in this society that
still hold on to the idea that the Civil
War wasn’t about slavery, it was
about states’ rights or Northern ag-
gression against slavery,” says Karlos
Hill, a professor of African and
African-American studies at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma and the author
of Beyond the Rope: The Impact of
Lynching on Black Culture and
Memory. 

“Juneteenth is a moment where we
step back and try to understand the
Civil War through the eyes of en-
slaved people.”

I spoke with Hill recently about the
history of Juneteenth, why the push
to make it a national holiday matters,
and how commemorating the holiday
could bring America closer to truly
embracing its ideals of freedom and
equality for all.

Our conversation has been edited

for length and clarity.

P.R. Lockhart: Can you tell me a
bit about the history of Juneteenth
and what the holiday commemo-
rates?

Karlos Hill: In the United States,
we do not have a commemoration
for the emancipation of 4 million
enslaved people. We simply have
not commemorated that monumen-
tal moment.

Juneteenth is a holiday, or com-
memoration meant to celebrate
word of emancipation finally com-
ing to a group of enslaved people in
Galveston, Texas. It commemorates
this group of slaves who learned
that they had been emancipated
months earlier. The holiday is meant
to commemorate the emancipation
of 4 million slaves, but particularly
the small handful who weren’t
aware that emancipation had come
months earlier.

P.R. Lockhart: When it comes to
teaching the history of Juneteenth,
what does that look like? This isn’t
really taught in schools, is it?

Karlos Hill: Juneteenth as a mo-
ment in African-American history is
not, to my knowledge, taught. There
are references to it in certain text-
books. I recently taught at Texas
Tech University, and because of
Juneteenth’s importance to Texas
history, it is mentioned in some
textbooks there. But in history text-
books across the nation, I would be
willing to guess that there are few, if
any, mentions of this holiday.

I think the question of if June-
teenth is well-known and under-
stood is directly tied to the history
of slavery not being well-under-
stood. And I think that Juneteenth is
largely seen as an African-American
thing; it is not seen as something for
the general population. Much like
Kwanzaa, it is seen as a holiday that
is just observed by African Ameri-
cans and is poorly understood out-
side of the African-American
community. It is perceived as being
part of black culture and not “Amer-
ican culture,” so to speak.

P.R. Lockhart: Did the civil
rights movement of the 1950s and
1960s affect public knowledge of
Juneteenth?

Karlos Hill: The civil rights and
black power movements are a mo-
ment where old ways of thinking
about blackness begin to recede and
new ways of understanding black-
ness begin to come to the fore. And
for a long time in African-American
history, there was some shame
around having been enslaved. There
was shame around the kind of
stereotypes around slavery that
were used to humiliate African-
American people.

I think with the black power
movement, there was a moment
where African-American activists
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WHY CELEBRATING 
JUNETEENTH IS MORE 
IMPORTANT NOW THAN EVER!
It’s time for America to truly grapple
with its legacy of slavery.
By P.R. Lockhart, courtesy of Vox.com-First posted on June 19, 2018

A set of statues
at the National
Memorial for

Peace and Jus-
tice shows en-
slaved people

bound by chains. 
Human 

Pictures/Equal
Justice 

Initiative

Never give up or stop
trusting yourselves 
Always be willing to ac-

cept a change 
Be true to your mission

and make sure the mis-
sion has a purpose 
To reach a goal you will

have to work towards it
and push forward to
achieve it
Stop allowing others to

control your destiny 
Freedom has a price

self-respect your cost
Love is a cure 
We can change the

world if we were just will-
ing to be nice enough to
share a smile
Focus on the present

while planning for the fu-
ture
Accept what you have

and you shall receive
much more

The only time a person
fails is when they choose
not to succeed
Recognize the differ-

ence between necessi-
ties and selfishness and
greed
If you’re not invited,

enjoy a different event
If you did wrong, just

repent 
Sometimes I can for-

give and not forget
Blood is thicker than

water but which is
deeper
Let’s grow to become

stronger
Look around you 
What can you con-

tribute to make your sur-
roundings better?
Come on you all 
Only we can save us
Food for thought
Caring for your own is

the ingredient needed to
be mixed with together-
ness 
To create peace in

these homes and streets 
-Peace
Torre Johnson Sr/ 
XMEN UNITED LLC

The return of the 
“B-word!”...no, not THAT
“B-word!” The other one:
“BOYCOTT!”“BOYCOTT!”
There goes another brother using

that “b” word again.
Sorry, not that “b” word, the other

one: “boycott.” And the user isn’t
some Neckbone misogynist speak-
ing out of turn about one of our
queens, but instead a socially con-
scious brother who recently won the
highest award in his field of en-
deavor.

In this case, I’m talking about pi-
oneer filmmaker Spike Lee who has
called for a boycott of the Georgia
film industry to protest that state’s myopic new anti-
abortion law.

Lee’s theory is that protests, petitions, and even
prayers won’t force the conservative Georgia legislature
to reconsider, but a loss of billions of dollars in revenue
to the state’s economy is a motivation even the most
pious lawmaker can understand.

As a student of history (and His-story), Lee knows
full well that boycotts have been one of the most effec-
tive civil rights arrows in our quiver.

It was our successful use of boycotts that led to many
doors being opened for African Americans. The boycott
allowed us to sit at the lunch counter, to ride next to
White people on public transportation, and to create jobs
for thousands.

Not that it’s always effective. In fact, without coordi-
nation and predetermined support, it can be a bow with-
out a string—from a distance, it may look imposing, but
in reality, it won’t hurt you.

Twice, I’ve used this column to call for boycotts of
banks, to mixed results.

The first was targeted at Capitol Marine Bank, which
refused to close on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s holiday.

I initially reached out to the local branch of the
NAACP to spearhead the boycott but was rejected for
reasons I still can’t comprehend.

So, my late son (who was but a child at the time) and
I made up signs at the Community Journal offices and
braved the freezing cold for two consecutive days,
parading back and forth across the bank’s driveway call-
ing on customers to close up their accounts or complain
to the manager about the bank’s disrespect.

Somewhat surprisingly, it was effective.
A bank official somehow connected with the NAACP

and relented. The NAACP took credit for the campaign,
and I turned in my membership.

The second bank boycott was equally successful, al-
though I didn’t learn about it until years later.

After learning that M&I Bank was the only bank in
the state to sell Krugerrand coins well into the interna-
tional campaign against South African apartheid, I used
this column to “suggest” in the most persuasive possible
words that any African American who banked at M&I
could understand, that bank was aiding and abetting the
worst system of legal racism outside of America. The
Krugerrand was the official gold coin of South Africa,
and even after worldwide sanctions (America was the
last to join), the government was still able to put them
on the international market to maintain its system of le-
galized bigotry.

It must have been 20 years later that I learned during
a meeting of the Black Press with M&I officials that my
campaign had been successful. The bank, which had not
previously advertised with the Black Press made a com-
mitment to right that grievous wrong.

After the meeting bank officials announced they
would henceforth advertise with all of the local minor-
ity-owned newspapers… except one.

From a business perspective, the decision was non-
sensical since the Community Journal had the largest
circulation. But like an elephant, one of the vice presi-
dents explained the bank had a long memory and noted

my call for a boycott had been more successful than I
imagined.

In other words, the bank’s decision wasn’t based on
justice or morality. In fact, it wasn’t even based on profit
or good business sense. It was about revenge and pun-
ishing a newspaper that was bold enough to bring into
question its role in maintaining apartheid.

Of course, while I can point to dozens—hundreds—
of boycotts that have been successful (the bus boycott
in Montgomery, Alabama being a prime example), there
is always the risk of failure if there is not a significant
buy-in by leadership and the community.

Locally, the Beauty Island boycott comes to mind. Or-
ganized by activist Teju Ologboni after an Asian em-
ployee of the Black hair products store allegedly
assaulted a pregnant sista he thought had stolen some-
thing, the boycott fell on its face when dozens of Black
women—our so-called queens—decided a cheaper
weave or wig was more important than justice and re-
spect.

I still have a bad taste in my mouth from trying to con-
vince several “sistas” not to shop at the Midtown store.
I could only hope that those who purchased that horse-
hair discovered it had lice or maggots in it.

On a national level, there have been several boycotts
that not only were unsuccessful, but were also an em-
barrassment to the civil rights movement.

Remember the NAACP’s call for a boycott of the of-
fensive term “nigger” (n-word).

NAACP leaders even went so far as to hold a cere-
monial funeral to kick off the campaign.

I don’t have to tell you how that campaign went.
And who can forget the boycott initiated against Net-

flix by foul-mouth comedian Mo’Nique?
Upset that she wasn’t offered as much for a special as

several other African American comedians, including
Chris Rock, she called on Black folks to cancel their
subscriptions. In the process, she called Oprah Winfrey
an “Aunt Jemimah: and Tyler Perry a “Tom” for not
supporting her.

Aside from the fact she’s not that funny, her born-
again sista act never caught on. You can’t refer to Black
women as bitches and men as niggers one day and ex-
pect them to believe Harriet Tubman tapped you on the
shoulder the next.

My point is, when we use our “trump card” (no pun
intended) it weakens our hand if you don’t have sup-
port.

And sadly, I think Spike Lee’s call for a movie indus-
try boycott is on shaky ground.

While Lee is correct in his assertion that a boycott
would hurt the state to the tune of nearly $9 billion in
revenues and taxes, he faces an uphill climb not only
because many Black folks straddle the fence on the
abortion issue, but moreover, the hottest name in Geor-
gia politics—former gubernatorial candidate Stacey
Abrams—is using the economic pain index measure to
undermine him.

Abrams said last week that a boycott would hurt some
families employed by the industry. She has elected in-
stead to advance a movement called “stay and fight,” an
inspiring goal, but one that obviously will have little im-
pact on the debate, since conservative lawmakers who

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

URBAN MY
DIALOGUE

By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson
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and, more broadly, black culture took a turn toward thinking about the
slave past as a moment of struggle, one that Black people overcame,
but also one that we should be proud of in the sense that African Amer-
icans created communities, they created families, they created culture,
and that was worth celebrating; that was worth being proud of.

That period created a moment in which black people reinterpreted
the experience of slavery as instead of being something to be ashamed
of, it was something to be proud of. Out of this much larger cultural
turn, our understanding of slavery was being revised. As a holiday that
commemorates the experience of slavery, it makes sense that [in-
creased awareness of] Juneteenth would happen then.

P.R. Lockhart: I know that over the years, there’s been a push from
women like Opal Lee to black journalists, other historians, etc., to have
Juneteenth become a federally recognized holiday. What do you think
of that push?

Karlos Hill: I recently visited the National Memorial for Peace and
Justice as well as the Legacy Museum in Montgomery, Alabama, both
created by the Equal Justice Initiative. And what that memorial and
that museum try to do is tie the history of slavery to our present. It tries
to help us understand the ways in which we as a country have never re-
ally dealt with the trauma or the legacy of slavery, and everything con-
nected to slavery. From the perspective of the memorial and museum,
our whole racial past is tied up in and connected to slavery.

One of the things that Bryan Stevenson [founder and executive di-
rector of the Equal Justice Initiative] has argued is that in order for us
to move beyond slavery, its legacy, and the trauma it brought, we have
to acknowledge the ways in which slavery generated massive amounts
of wealth for white Americans, and how the narratives used to justify
slavery are still connected with narratives that are used to oppress
African Americans today. 

He argues that unless we acknowledge all of this, we are going to
continue to face the consequences of this legacy.

Through that memorial, and with things like a national Juneteenth
holiday, we can begin to really acknowledge and address all of the is-
sues, past and present, tied up in this issue of slavery.

It wouldn’t be a Juneteenth holiday so much that would bring about
this change; it would be the dialogue — creating the consensus around
the holiday, the actions taken after this holiday has been approved at
the national level — that would really be where change begins. A June-
teenth holiday is just the impetus and enabler of the change that we
want to see. 

The process of creating this holiday, the change that would need to

occur to get people’s minds and spirits in the right place, is really what
we want.

P.R. Lockhart:We are in a moment where America is really being
confronted with its history and this question of what it wants to memo-
rialize. I think about the violence in Charlottesville last year, or the on-
going debate about Confederate monuments, or even things like the
Equal Justice Initiative’s efforts to make America more aware of the
history and grim realities of lynching. And I’m wondering, where does
Juneteenth fit into that?

Karlos Hill:It goes back to an earlier point I made. As a nation, as a
collective, we’ve never really acknowledged the 250-plus years of
slavery, and the depth of it, and the trauma it caused and the wealth it
created. We haven’t really had an accounting for that.

Can you imagine 9/11 happening and there not being a recognition, a
ritual, a moment where we step back and take an accounting of what
happened on that day? 

Where we think about who it happened to and the trauma that it
caused and how people have dealt with its wake, and how we’re still
dealing with it? Can you imagine that not happening? Think about how
that one day had this tremendous ripple effect — it changed how we
did everything in this country. Now look at 250 years of slavery, and
all that is bound up and connected in that. We have done almost noth-
ing as a nation to deal with that.

One year after Charlottesville and the debate of monuments, and for
me a month after going to Montgomery, a city that is a veritable shrine
to the Confederacy, observing something like Juneteenth is kind of a
stark reminder of the divided history that we have as a nation as it re-
lates to slavery, as it related to the Civil War.

There are those in this society that still hold on to the idea that the
Civil War wasn’t about slavery, it was about states’ rights or Northern
aggression against slavery. You have those in society that like to tell
the story of the Civil War exclusively through the eyes of the Confed-
eracy and not through the eyes of enslaved people. Juneteenth is a mo-
ment where we step back and try to understand the Civil War through
the eyes of enslaved people. There is an argument to be made that we
use Juneteenth as part of an effort of enslaved people to liberate them-
selves from bondage.

When we start to peel back the layers and think about slavery and
the Civil War in the context of today, Juneteenth is a moment where we
bring to the fore these divided histories on remembering this era. As a
nation, we don’t have a national consensus on this issue, and that’s
why we don’t have a national consensus on the holiday. That’s the part
of this that we are still fighting: who gets to decide what that history
means, 150 years later. As a nation, we haven’t done that work.

JUNETEENTH IS MORE 
IMPORTANT NOW THAN EVER!
(continued from page 5)Around the country, florists, printers, photographers, videographers, and calligra-

phers have sought to exclude gay and lesbian customers on religious grounds. Several
of these cases are working their way through the courts, and one will probably reach
the Supreme Court in the next year or two.

The Supreme Court rarely moves in great leaps to new positions. Cases show how
the Court’s majority is moving, and the decisions, over time, generally trend in the
same direction. When it comes to religion, the Court’s direction is clear—and Trump’s
core supporters have every reason to be pleased with it.

The Supreme Court Is Quietly
Changing the Status of 
Religion in American Life
(continued from page 4)

sponsored the bill are Trumpsters who have proven they will go to any extreme to
“make America great again”.

How this will play out is anyone’s guess at this point, particularly for key players
like Tyler Perry, whose production studio has moved Georgia right behind Holly-
wood and New York as a production hub.

Aside from Perry’s studio, dozens of big and small screen production companies
are headquartered in Atlanta, producing everything from cable’s “The Walking
Dead,” to every reality show from
“Real Housewives of what-evah,” to
pimps and hoes.

If Wisconsin hosted even half of
the production companies and stu-
dios as Georgia (more specifically
Atlanta) does, we would have the
revenues to double the education
budget, repair all of the roads and
still have enough to pay off Lt. Gov-
ernor Mandela Barnes and my back
taxes.

I wish Lee well, not necessarily
for the issue he’s addressing, but be-
cause we can’t threaten a boycott
unless we know it will be sufficient.
If we drop that arrow, you can only
imagine what will happen when we
reach down to pick it up.

Hotep.

is never permissible. Thirdly, the protection
of our children should supersede any other
obligation. Some would attempt to say that
we should take a passive approach to injus-
tice because Jesus will make everything bet-
ter. It is true that Jesus will cause all things
to work for good; however, we learn from
the Apostle Paul in Acts 25:6-12 that chal-
lenging the powers that be is not only an ac-
ceptable response in a republic, but is a
requirement for the novice and tenured
Christian. 

Lessons to learn
from “When
They See Us!”
(continued from page 4)

SIGNIFYIN’
(continued from page 5)
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