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INSIDE: Holt gives his cultural take on the master’s of the “Sweet Science”!

PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITY
Photos and question

by Yvonne Kemp

“Yed, I believe
most of human-
ity base their
lives on technol-
ogy rather it’s a
social site, Face-
book, Twitter, In-
stagram. They should be replaced
with more reading. There’s no time
for daily living (with technology).”

JANAYA
NEYLON

“Yes, I believe
technology is
used too much.
Because of this,
families are not
spending qual-
ity time together. That’s because
everyone is always on their
phones.” 

TYEKILA
CHAPPELL

“Yes. Because

we’ve gotten to

the point where

we are missing

out on basic

human contact.

We are (as a society) becoming de-

sensitized.

PATRICIA
A. BRIGHAM

“Yes. Today’s so-
ciety relies too
much on tech-
nology. It takes
away the ability
to problem
solve is a person
does not have the ability to solve
problems, step by step. They will be
left clueless without technology.”
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Family of mentally ill
woman who died in jail
awarded nearly $1M

The family of Wickie Bryant, an At-
lanta woman who died in a dark,
dank cell almost four years ago from
diabetes complications will report-
edly receive $995,000 in a wrongful
death settlement with the city. Bryant, who reportedly suf-
fered from schizophrenia, ultimately died from diabetic ke-
toacidosis, according to news reports. While Atlanta
officials argued an officer checked on Bryant at least five
times in less than four hours, three nurses and two cor-
rections officers still faced disciplinary action. The family
filed the lawsuit in 2017 and are still grieving over their
loss. “The goal from the very beginning was to get justice
for Ms. Bryant and her family,” said Stephen Fowler, one
of the family’s lawyers, to Atlanta’s WSBTV.

—Source: thegrio.com

Violent Chicago 
weekend casts cloud 
over city’s improved
crime numbers

Despite a reported nine percent
drop in crime in the first five months of
2019 in Chicago, that city’s law en-
forcement officials may have cele-
brated too soon. Fifty-two people were shot and
eight killed in the first weekend of June in the Windy City ac-
cording to the Chicago Sun-Times. The sudden spike has
prompted new Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot to announce
she intends to meet with Chicago Police Superintendent
Eddie T. Johnson and members of his command staff to dis-
cuss how to combat future surges in shootings. Sup. John-
son said his department will “work diligently to provide
consistent and fair policing in all of our neighborhoods and
our efforts are paying dividends.—Source: thegrio.com

14-year old  to be
youngest admitted into
Spelman College

This fall, when 14-year-old Syd-
ney Wilson sets foot on the hal-
lowed grounds of the all-women
Spelman College, she will be the
youngest student ever admitted into
the prestigious HBCU (Historical
Black College/University). During her early years at
school, it was evident Wilson was an excellent student.
When she reached second grade, it was found she was
really a bit different from her peers. Many of her class-
mates teased her for being too smart but she didn’t let it
bother her. “I just stayed on my path,” Wilson told an At-
lanta television reporter. “I didn’t really feel like I needed
to be popular…because, I mean, I like myself.” Wilson
plans to live on the campus and wants to major in Biol-
ogy in hopes to use animal science in curing human ill-
nesses one day. —Source: Blacknews.com

Three-time Olympic
gold medalist Jackie
Joyner-Kersee and
Marcus Corporation
President and CEO
Greg Marcus will be
this year’s honorees at
the 19th annual Fel-
lowship Open Friday,
August 16, at the Silver
Spring Country Club.

“With Olympic champion
and humanitarian (Joyner-
Kersee), and one of Wiscon-
sin’s most esteemed
corporate leaders (Marcus),
the Fellowship Open takes a
monumental leap forward in
reinforcing our core mission
to embrace, mentor, and em-
power youth,” stated John
W. Daniels, III, president of the Fellowship Open. 

“Ms. Joyner-Kersee’s re-cord-breaking feats are leg-
endary while the Marcus Corporation’s track record of
success is equally compelling. 

“We will absolutely use these tremendous resources
to remain diligent in our service mission to young peo-
ple as we catapult into the international spotlight.”

The Fellowship Open is one of the nation’s premiere

Fellowship Open
to honor Olympic
champion Jackie
Joyner-Kersee
and Greg Marcus

Joyner-Kersee

Marcus

Janet T. Carter, 
former MPD police
officer, passes at 77
By Richard G. Carter

Janet Theresa Carter -- daughter of the late Sanford and Juanita
Carter and sister of Community Journal columnist Richard G. Carter
-- passed away May 26 at Brookfield Rehabilitation and Specialty
Center, after a long illness. She was 77.

A Milwaukee native, Janet was a former officer with the Milwau-
kee Police Department and served as a regulation compliance investi-
gator in Madison for the Wisconsin Dept. of Justice. She also worked
with the Legal Aid Society and the Wisconsin Public Defender
Agency. Janet attended public elementary schools in Milwaukee, was

(continued on page 4)
Janet T. Carter

Family, friends, loyal customers, city and state elected officials, clergy
and community leaders were on hand recently to enjoy entertainment,
hospitality and, of course, the delectable fare at Mr. Perkins’ Family
Restaurant as they celebrated 50 years of community service. The couple,
their daughter-in-law and current owner Cherry Perkins’, were honored
for their for being a pillar of entrepreneurship. 
—Photos of anniversary event by Yvonne Kemp

Mr. Perkins Family
Restaurant celebrates

50 delicious years!

WilsonLightfoot

QUESTION QUESTION 
OF THE WEEK:OF THE WEEK:
“Do you think“Do you think

there is there is 
too much too much 

dependency dependency 
on technologyon technology

today? today? 
Why or Why or 

why not?”why not?”

This year's Negro League Tribute weekend will
bridge the generational divide between adolescent base-
ball players and the elder statesmen of professional ball.

The weekend festivities will kick off this Friday, June
7, with installation ceremonies for the two newest mem-
bers of the Wall of Fame at Holy Redeemer COGIC,
followed by a tribute to the inductees before the Mil-
waukee Brewers match up against the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates.

This year's inductees are Johnny Lee Odom and
James Cobbins.

(continued on page 4)

2019 Negro
League tribute to
bridge generations
Two former players to be inducted onto
Wall of Fame June 7 at Holy Redeemer

Roosevelt Jackson, 98, believed to be the oldest liv-
ing member of the Negro Leagues, shares the mic
with local Negro League great Dennis Biddle during
Jackson’s Wall of Fame induction at Holy Redeemer
COGIC two years ago.—Holt photo

(continued on page 5)

Mayor Tom Barrett presented a city proclamation honoring Willie
and Hilda Perkins for their half-century of providing the commu-
nity delicious food and friendship, as well as being a stable eco-
nomic institution that provided jobs. The Perkins and the mayor
are joined by (far left) the Perkins’ daughter, Janice Perkins and
(far right) their daughter-in-law Cherry Perkins, the wife of the
late Willie Perkins, Jr. who took over the restaurant from his par-
ents. Cherry now owns and runs the establishment.

The Perkins, Cherry Perkins and the mayor are joined by relatives who
came from Texas to celebrate with their extended Milwaukee family.

Hilda and Willie,
Sr. with former
WMCS 1290 AM
General Manager
Don Rosette, who
put together the
50th anniversary
celebration.

A represen-
tative from
the state
legislature
presents
Cherry with
a citation
commemo-
ration.

As Willie Sr. listens intently, Hilda thanks the gathering
of long-time customers (that were present, living and
deceased), well-wishers, government officials and
community leaders for their patronage for 50 years.
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Determined to
give her daughter
knowledge to re-
duce her risk of
ever saying
#MeToo, Phyllis
Williams-Strawder
had and continues
to have "Sex Talks"
with her daughter,
Morgan. 

In That Damn Girl Stuff: A
Mother’s Truth, Strawder goes
beyond "birds and bees" too sur-
prisingly revealed truths about
herself, including one truth she
never told until now.

The candid conversations
began when Morgan was an in-
quisitive nine-year-old. Strawder
wanted to make sure her daughter
would be comfortable with her
budding sexuality. 

She wanted her to know sex is
more than physical. It is a battle
of mind, body, and spirit.

Readers quickly see Morgan
overwhelmed by the depth of the
conversation and desperate to

turn back time. However, the
humor, sincerity and directness,
Strawder shares with Morgan cre-
ate an unconventional approach,
while serving as a guide for par-
ents of young girls.

This second edition finds Phyl-
lis revealing more of her emo-
tional vulnerability. She also
includes personal photos and new
chapters. 

Release date is scheduled for
July 23, 2019, along with a Face-
book Live event.

About The Author
Phyllis Williams-Strawder was

the business behind Bigmista’s
Barbecue. 

As a barbecue wife, she ap-
peared on The Great Food Truck
Race and Man Fire Food with her
husband, Neil. 

She gave up bbq life and turned
homeschooling duties over to her
husband in order to write and be-
come a business/life coach. 

Happily, she moved her
smokin’ husband, witty daughter,
and dog, from Long Beach, Cali-
fornia to Medford, Oregon in the
summer of 2018 with no regrets.

Phyllis has a degree in Business

Finance and recently became a
certified life coach. 

She is an alum of the Goldman
Sachs 10K Small Business exec-
utive program and a recent alum

of the Leadership Long Beach In-
stitute. Strawder is a past member
of the Long Beach City College
Culinary Advisory Committee
and a certified bbq judge.

NO MORE #METOO
Author Shares Unconventional Sex Talk with Young Daughter

“In That Damn Girl Stuff: 
A Mother’s Truth, Strawder goes
beyond "birds and bees" too sur-
prisingly revealed truths about her-
self, including one truth she never
told until now.”

Depression in the
Eyes of a Teenager

The great transition from tween to teen brings about so many
changes. This point is pivotal to the growth and development of your
teen becoming a young adult. With so many different changes going
on, internally and externally, the emotional stability can be a little
haywire. 

Mental health issues are serious in any given situation, however,
mental health due to depression in teens, can lead to a long shaky
road in their adult years. So what exactly is it like struggling with de-
pression at such a young age? 

Adolescence is expected to be uncomfortable and unsettling. With
the many physical, emotional, psychological and social changes that
occur in this stage of life, anything as simple as having high expec-
tations for school academics, at home relationships, and other day to
day interactions can bring your teen to a stressful point. 

Mental Health of America, shares that when teens’ moods disrupt
their ability to function on a day-to-day basis, it may indicate a seri-
ous emotional or mental disorder that needs attention called adoles-
cent depression. 

At this point, parents and caregivers should pay close attention to
their child and be prepared to take action. 

Depression in the eyes of a teenager isn’t always obvious. Some-
times it can be silent and unrecognizable. Mental Health of America
says to look out for the following when trying to detect whether de-
pression is an issue with your teen.

These symptoms may indicate depression, particularly when they
last for more than two weeks:

• Poor performance in school
• Withdrawal from friends and activities
• Sadness and hopelessness
• Lack of enthusiasm, energy or 

motivation
(continued on page 4)
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Former MPD officer Janet
T. Carter passes at age 77
graduated from Lincoln Hugh
School and was a part-time stu-
dent at the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee.

In 1982, Janet was pictured on
the cover of Milwaukee’s Echo
Magazine over the headline:
“Career Woman Gives
Teenagers Tips on Dos, Don'ts
in Work-World.” 

In the article, she expounded
on the benefits of her Christian
upbringing and concerns about
teenagers. Her 12-point advice
to the city’s teens:

Go to school, set goals for
yourself, develop more than one
set of marketable skills, strive
for academic excellence, read
broadly, read newspapers and

watch TV news, learn to speak
more than one language, be-
come involved in extracurricular
school activities, cultivate a pos-
itive, pleasant attitude, keep an
eye on the job market, be willing
to begin at an entry level posi-
tion and be sure you have the re-
quired skills before you apply
for a job.

Janet always credited her deep
concern for others to the lasting,
loving, life lessons imparted by
her well-known, activist Mil-
waukee parents. And as a result,
she was generous to a fault.

“We always thought of Janet
as our cool aunt,” said Milwau-
kee native Sherry Carter,
Richard’s daughter and former
popular co-host of “Video Soul”

and solo host of “Video LP” on
Black Entertainment Television.
She also was live in studio on
WNOV's "Carter-McGee Re-
port" in October 1994.

“We just loved her so very
much,” Sherry added -- speak-
ing on behalf of her sister, Tracy,
of Los Angeles, who also was
born in Milwaukee.

In addition to Richard, Sherry
and Tracy, Janet’s other Milwau-
kee born-survivors are nephews
Terrence, of Acworth, Georgia,
and Steven, of Shaker Heights,
Ohio.

A private family visitation for
Janet was held last weekend at
Northwest Funeral Chapel, 6630
W. Hampton Avenue.

(continued from front page)

Rev. Dr. Richard D. Shaw, pastor of St. Matthew
CME Church, proudly holds the bronze plaque ac-
knowleding that the church is listed in the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. St. Matthew is one of three city
properties to receive the designation. Rev. Shaw ac-
cepted the plaque during the city’s annual preservation
awards recently at the Best Place at the Pabst, 917 W.
Juneau Avenue in the Pabst Brewery Complex. The
event was sponsored by the Wisconsin Historical So-
ciety.—Photo by Claybourn Benson

St. Matthew CME designated a
national historic site

A youth organization at Brentwood Church
of Christ called the Y.E.S. Group, will be hold-
ing its 4th annual Car Show June 15, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., in the church’s parking lot at
6425 N. 60th St. There will be a “50/50 Raf-
fle,” music, food and (of course) lots, and lots
of vintage cars that have been lovingly re-
stored by auto aficianados from the commu-
nity. For more information, contact Worley
Hamilton at (414) 358-1926.

Brentwood COC
youth group to hold
car show June 15

• Anger and rage
• Overreaction to criticism
• Feelings of being unable to satisfy ideals
• Poor self-esteem or guilt
• Indecision, lack of concentration 
or forgetfulness
• Restlessness and agitation
• Changes in eating or sleeping patterns
• Substance abuse
• Problems with authority
• Suicidal thoughts or actions
Adolescence depression is increasing at a very

high rate and should be treated by a professional as
soon as it is detected. The above-mentioned signs,
should not be taken lightly. 

Doing so can lead to something severe and life
threatening. Depending on the situation, treatment
can be the best option to assisting with teenage de-
pression. 

Therapy can help teens understand why they are
depressed and it can help them learn how to cope
with stressful situations. 

Psychotherapy, Cognitive-behavioral therapy and
interpersonal therapy are a few options that have
been trusted by many. 

Whether you know someone or are experiencing
depression yourself, it is important to know that
there are options. 

When speaking to your teen about his or her

everyday life, remember to ease into the conversa-
tion. Instead of directly asking them how they feel,
try making the conversation more general. 

Something as simple as, “What are the kids say-
ing at school about xyz…” 

This allows an easy access to the conversation
regarding things they may be experiencing. 

Your child is more than likely not going to vol-
unteer this information or initiate the conversation,
but as long as there is some sort of effective com-
munication, all should be well. 

Change is inevitable, and it is a little more man-
ageable when you know how to maneuver in these
type of situations.

Stay Connected! 
• Mental Health Awareness Day, Oct. 25 at Mil-

waukee Area Technical College:Learn about com-
munity mental health resources and catch a
performance of "Pieces, In My Own Voice." 

More information at bit.ly/mahdmatc. If you are
interested in having the "Pieces" production at your
school or organization, contact NAMI Greater Mil-
waukee at 414-344-0447 or help@namigrm.org.

Paishance Welch 
Tweens, Teens, & Young Adults

RELIGION
RELIGION

(continued from page 2)

Depression in the
Eyes of a Teenager
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES “When you control a man’s think-
ing you do not have to worry
about his actions.” 

—Carter G. Woodson

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

   
     

     

     
    

   
  

    
  

    
     

   
   

   
     

    
    
   

   

     
    
   
    

    
      

      
       

    
  

    
     

    
   

     
     

    
     

   
   

    

      n
  .

      n
  -

   
     y
    -

      ,
     s

  
    y
    -
   s

   ,
    ,

    r
     t

   0
  

By dethroning 10-1 favorite An-
thony Joshua, Andy Ruiz not only
staged what some experts called
the greatest upset since “super liar-
weight” Donald Trump beat “med-
dling weight Hillary Clinton,” it
also removed from the world stage
one of the most lucid champions in
recent memory.

Which, to some African Ameri-
cans, is actually of greater rele-
vance than his ring prowess.

I know my love of boxing isn't
shared by most, but I've watched
the sport from the press box and a
worldview that most folks either
miss or ignore.

Boxing, as seen through my
prism, has been the lens through
which I witness the ever-evolving
status of Black America—politi-
cally, culturally, even theologi-
cally.

The now dethroned Joshua was
not only an articulate, handsome
and physically superior specimen,
but he was also British, which pre-
sumes a higher command of the
English language, not to mention
he met the Queen before another
Hue-man, Meghan Markle.

Joshua held three out of four of
the accepted championship belts.
The fourth is held by African
American Deontay Wilder.

Actually, there is a third cham-
pion, Tyson Fury. He’s a “lineal
champion,” in part because he
never lost the title in the ring, but
instead was stripped of it for vari-
ous reasons, including drug-in-
duced mental illness. But with a
name made for boxing and the
skills to match, he emerged as a
hero to his tribe as well.

By all accounts, Wilder is the
"real" champion, not only because
of his record and skills but more so
because when he calls, the media
responds. And that's a power few
African Americans possess, out-
side of a few politicians and pas-
tors.

The only skill Wilder lacks is a
command of the English language.
Or, to put it in layman's language,
while Joshua was the "Great Black
Hope(ful)" in terms of his public
persona, Wilder, like his first name
implies, is from the hood. Or, more
specifically, the country.

This is not bad, per se, although
you wouldn't necessarily want him
at the top of your list for com-
mencement speaker.

Joshua, however, would proba-
bly be spouting poetry and quoting
famed World War Two British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill
if called upon.

Actually, I've noticed a not so
subtle change in Wilder over the
last few years. Gone are most of
his double negatives and dropped
t's (dis and dat). This would imply
he’s hired a tutor to smooth out the
rough edges. 

That's money well spent, be-
cause those of us who care about
how Black America is perceived,
cringed when he spoke away from
the village because we selfishly
want all of our public figures to at
least be able to talk better than
45IQ (that's Trump's moniker, not
Wilder's IQ).

African American boxers, you
see, are judged by the majority
media using the same rules for
African Americans with clout.

And from tainted perceptive,
few African American professional
boxers—particularly the champi-
ons—are assessed more on their
ring generalship than their com-
mand of English, adherence to so-
cial norms and their religious
orientation. In a nutshell, they’re
expected to be docile, uncultured
member of the Negrocracy.

Muhammad Ali, considered by
many as the greatest of all time,
did not fit that stereotype. But if
you recall, during his heyday, he
was the most hated brother in
America.

His decision to embrace the Na-
tion of Islam and refusal to fight in
Vietnam (as he said, "I'm not going
10,000 miles to kill a yellow man
that never called me nigger") de-
fined an era and also confirmed
him as a champion for Black
rights.

When the courts stripped him of
his titles and sentenced him to
prison, the "Louisville Lip" dis-
played the courage and fortitude
that most Black men only wished
they possessed.

And he used his platform to un-
cover the open wounds of racism
here and abroad; standing fast not
only against the prevailing winds
of bigotry and second-class citi-
zenship but equally firm against
the tidal wave of attacks from the
Negrocracy.

Some viewed the attacks against
Ali by  "Colored" leaders as
merely an example of the “crabs in
the barrel syndrome,” or mis-
guided patriotism.  But in truth,
their assaults were orchestrated
from on high, i.e. the corporate and
political boardrooms. 

This is an all too common tactic
used—then and now—by the
white supremist corporate and po-
litical elite to deflate movements,
divide the community, and punish
individuals who stray from the
path or try to pick the locks on
their chains.

Joe Louis, one of boxing’s
greats, stumbled and stuttered
through prepared speeches and
threats denouncing Ali.

Today, the Black world would
have pounced on Louis for what
some called "Tomming to ap-
pease." But Louis' stature was such
that it was assumed he was, in fact,
being used. Moreover, he was to
that point Black America's greatest

hero.
Other members of the Negroc-

racy tried to use Islam as a left
hook to stagger Ali, including
Floyd Patterson.

Obviously, Ali was not the only
Black "champion" to feel the wrath
of American Apartheid’s coordina-
tors.

The first recognized Black
champion, Jack Johnson, was
charged with the crime of liking
vanilla (White women) and flaunt-
ing this preference in front of
White America (particularly White
men). He did so during an era in
American history Black men could
be lynched for merely looking at a
White woman…or not tap dancing
fast enough!

Johnson was forced to leave the
country and only permitted back
when he allowed himself to lose to
a Great White “Dope."

Not all African American profes-
sional boxers are worthy enough to
be placed on a pedestal by us.

Some are an embarrassment to
our tribe because of their conduct
and lifestyles. Floyd "Money"
Mayweather, Jr., is the richest
boxer in history—of any race. But
his unbeaten record, technical
skills, and superior ring general-
ship are obscured by his out-of-the
ring activities.

He’s spent time in prison for do-
mestic abuse, and his openly dis-
gusting chauvinism is only
matched by his pompous nature
and disconnect to the upliftment of
Black America.

I'm sure there's probably more
than a handful of brothers who
envy Mayweather's trendsetting
claim to "keep" three or four baby

mamas' in his multimillion-dollar
estate simultaneously, but that
“porno scenario” sends what kind
of message to his children, the in-
stitution of marriage and Christian-
ity?

I’m sure there are many sisters
who would jump at the opportunity
to sleep on beds of gold (gold
sheets, that is).

And being a Black boxing cham-
pion provides, to some, an excuse
for wrongdoing. Just ask Mike
Tyson.

To this day there are those who
assert Tyson was “the victim” of
the rape charges that sent him to
prison. And since many profes-
sional boxers started their careers
in prison, it's assumed their con-
duct outside the ring will always
be tainted.

Moreover, in our materialistic
world, riches and notoriety are like
a suit of armor. And the blinding
glare cast off that suit of gold can
obscure our vision.

But that's an illusion.
If we had our druthers, all of our

professional pugilists would be
measured against Sugar Ray
Leonard and Andre Ward. Hand-
some, well mannered, articulate,
and professional.

Joshua seemed to fit that profile,
only to be knocked out by Ruiz.
And since the heavyweights al-
ways take center stage, that leaves
us with Deontay as the next best
option. He may not be as articulate
as some, but he's a fun-loving, ex-
uberant individual who has taken
the physician's oath to "do no
harm"…to his image, and ours.

Hotep

The Great Black Hopes of Boxing

The Brewers will don the uniforms of Milwaukee's Negro League team,
the Bears, while their opponents the Pittsburgh Pirates will wear the uniforms
of that city's Negro League team, the Crawfords.

Fans who purchase the game package will receive a vintage Lorenzo Cain
Bears' replica jersey.

The weekend's festivities will kick off with an induction ceremony for the
two new members of the Wall of Fame at Holy Redeemer at 1 p.m.  Holy
Redeemer purchased the wall from the Brewers 14 years ago and has worked
with the team to keep alive the honor.

A brunch will follow the installation services which will be attended by a
score of Negro Leaguers, including two local heroes and several past in-
ductees.

On Saturday, a program will kick off at Rose Park at 11 a.m. with a T-ball
instructional program that will introduce central city children to baseball.
That session will lead into the first commemorative little league game that
will pit the Beckum Stapleton vs. Felix Mantilla in an all-star game.

A program will follow at 1 p.m. with recognition of the players followed
by the unveiling of a memorial marker for Borchert Field, which was the one
the city’s first professional ballparks.  The Milwaukee Bears played there in
1923.

Milwaukee is the only city to honor the Negro Leagues with such colossal
fanfare.  The original Wall of Fame was constructed at Miller Park.  During
the last 14 years of the current tribute structure, nearly three dozen members
of the Negro Leagues have been honored.

Each year the Brewers Foundation has donated to Yesterday's Negro
League Baseball Players Foundation and the Negro Leagues Museum as part
of the commemorative.

Odom was born in Macon, Georgia, and lettered in baseball, basketball,
football, and track.  He had an astonishing 42-2 pitching record, including
eight no-hitters.  

Known as “Blue Moon,” Odom was primarily known for his major league
career with the Kansas City/Oakland Athletics, Cleveland Indians, and At-
lanta Braves, but he began his professional careers with the Birmingham
Barons.

He appeared in three World Series and ended his career in 1977.
Cobbin played for the New York Black Yankees. After high school, he

turned down an offer from the St. Louis Browns and Cincinnati Reds to ac-
cept a college scholarship to Allen University.

After graduation, he signed with the Indianapolis Clown before joining the
Yankees.  In 1958 he was offered a contract with the Milwaukee Braves but
got drafted into the U.S. Army.  

2019 Negro League tribute
to bridge generations
(continued from front page)
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SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

community empowerment golf events attracting participants from more than
25 states.

It was founded more than 18 years ago by a group of business and civic
leaders to promote and inspire youngsters to pursue careers in business, and
to foster support for diversity and inclusion in the business community. 

The event’s list of honorary chairs features some of Wisconsin’s most
prominent professionals in business, government, and civic affairs. 

Each year, its ranks have grown with individuals that bring outstanding at-
tributes and commitments to the community. 

Over the past 18 years, the Fellowship Open has contributed more than $2
million to youth initiatives involving more than 100 organizations throughout
Wisconsin.

About Jackie Joyner-Kersee
Hailed as the greatest female athlete of the 20th century, Jackie Joyner-

Kersee now pursues victory in a different arena – community service.
Through her Jackie Joyner-Kersee Foundation, she is positively impacting
the lives of young people in her hometown of East St. Louis every day. 

With the same passion and dedication to excel in the face of world-class
competition, she is now taking on the challenges of the world beyond the
track, court, and stadium. Ms. Joyner-Kersee has leveraged her accomplish-
ments in sports to achieve positive advancement in the community. 

About Greg Marcus
Representing the third generation of leadership in the family business that

includes the founder, his grandfather Ben, and the current Chairman, his fa-
ther Steve, President and Chief Executive Officer Greg Marcus has been vig-
ilant and innovative in keeping the Marcus Corporation ahead of economic
crises and on the cutting edge of diversity and inclusion. 

The Marcus Corporation has not only withstood market unrest and uncer-
tainty, but under Greg’s guidance and direction they continue to expand and
set the standard for business acumen in turbulent times.

Fellowship Open 
(continued from front page)

Being labeled a felon
doesn’t mean you’re not
human. No matter how
others may perceive you,
many people use it as a
legal excuse to discrimi-
nate. 

People who have been
convicted of crimes that
have actually served their
time and then changed
their lives, still have to
deal with rejection and
daily humiliation. Being la-
beled as a felon can be
considered a life sen-

tence. 
Many seem to secretly

and openly embrace the
hatred directed towards
those that have made
poor decisions in their
lives, while others profit
off of servicing them with
really no intentions of truly
helping them.

I wake everyday won-
dering how do we break
the cycle of incarceration?

How do we dismantle the
revolving doors? 

How do we seal the pipe
lines to prison as well as
how do we recognize
those that are or have
been bettering their lives,
those that have so much
to offer. 

I wonder for my broth-
ers, sisters and for my-
self.—Torre M Johnson
Sr/XMEN UNITED LLC 

URBAN MYDIALOGUE
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

Breaking 
the cycle of 
incarceration

The professional boxing world was
turned upside down Saturday night
when the “Mexican Pillsbury Dough-
boy” knocked out the “African-de-
scendent Articulate Adonis” to
capture the heavyweight boxing
crown. Ali standing 

triumphantly
over Sonny 
Liston.
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WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

FIRSTFIRST
SUNDAYSUNDAY
The NEW MCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community

If you have news about your church
and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOUR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance). 

Below is the list of things we would
like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com

We look forward to hearing from you
and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper

SUPPORT THE BLACK PRESS! 
READ AND SUPPORT THE 
ADVERTISERS OF YOUR 
MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOURNAL
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