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“I spent my Me-

morial Day at

Froedtert Hospi-

tal. While every-

body else was

having ribs and

brats. I was having ‘delicious’ hospi-

tal foods and an I-V cocktail.”

DARRIN
REASBY

“I spent my 
Memorial Day
at Grateful Girls
group home
with youth ages
12 to 18. We
played games and had a group dis-
cussion about the holiday, and
watched movies.”

JAZMINE 
BASKIN

“I spent my 

Memorial Day

at Alices Garden

preparing my

plot for plant-

ing. My parents

and friends came out to help. We

had an amazing day.”

ANGELA
MALLETT

“I spent my 
Memorial Day
preparing a spe-
cial meal for my
family. I pre-
pared special
vegetables for
my parents who
have been mar-
ried for 47 years. I wanted them to
have a day of spiritual and proper nur-
ishment when dining. Families that eat
together, love together, stay together.”

ALAN
MOORE
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University of Wiscon-
sin assistant men’s bas-
ketball coach Howard
Moore and his son Jerrell
are on the mend and have
been released from the
intensive care unit at the
University of Michigan
Hospital following a re-
cent tragic head-on crash
in that state which took the life of his wife,
Jennifer Moore and daughter Jaidyn. 
“Please continue to keep the entire family in

your thoughts and prayers,” read a statement from
the university.
According to Michigan State Police, the driver

of the vehicle that hit the Moore family was going
the wrong way at 2 a.m. near Ann Arbor.  Accord-
ing to Milwaukee news reports, Moore suffered
third-degree burns to his entire left side.
Moore’s daughter, who was six-years-old, re-

portedly died at the scene while his wife, age 46,
was transported to the university hospital, but was
taken off life support later the same day of the ac-
cident. The family’s dog was also killed in the
crash. 
“I lost two—a daughter and a granddaughter,”

Jennifer’s mother Vera Barnes told The Detroit
News. “But I’m blessed to still have my grandson
and my son-in-law.”
According to authorities, 23-year-old Ann Arbor

native Samantha Winchester, was driving the vehi-
cle that struck the Moore’s family car on highway
M-14. She was also killed. A toxicology report is
pending. 
—Source: thegrio.com

Open House Celebrates Campus Completion!
See northside aquatic center, 
band shell and more at St. Ann Center
St. Ann Center for Intergenerational Care invites the
public to the Completion Celebration and Open House
for its Bucyrus Campus, 2450 W. North Ave., from 1-3
p.m., Friday, June 7.  Guests can explore newly con-
structed additions to the center, which provides child
and adult day care and health and educational services
to the community.
The new spaces include an indoor Aquatic Center, state-of the-art De-

mentia Care Wing, Overnight Respite Care Unit, Art Studio, Beauty
Salon and Childcare Classrooms. An outdoor entertainment venue, the
Indaba Band Shell, will also open, launching a series of family-friendly
performances. In traditional African culture, Indaba refers to a gathering
to discuss issues affecting the village.
The Bucyrus Campus opened in September 2015 with several spaces

left unfinished. A successful capital campaign and a $5 million grant
from Wisconsin’s capital budget, received in 2017, allowed St. Ann
Center to complete the $28 million, two-story, 80,000-square-foot fa-

(continued on page 6)

New data shows White women
made up 40% of slaveowners
Data uncovered by a Black female University of

California-Berkeley professor reveals southern White
women played a heavier role in
slavery than previously thought.
Using census data from1850 and
1860, UC-Berkeley associate pro-
fessor, Stephanie E. Jones-
Rogers, found White women
made up around 40% of slave-
owners. The findings are part of a
book by Jones-Rogers titled:
“They Were Her Property: White Women as Slave
Owners in the American South.” In the book, Jones-
Rogers notes owning enslaved Africans served as
White women’s primary source of wealth, and made
the women better marriage material. The women also
kept sole ownership after marriage.—AtlantaBlackStar

Jones-Rogers

Angry White woman points gun at Black
couple enjoying Mississippi lake
An unidentified White female campground manager

in Mississippi (pictured below) has been fired for
pulling a pistol on a Black couple who
were eating and relaxing by a lake.
The incident took place recently at
the Kampgrounds of America in
Starkville, north-east of Jacksonville,
according to the Daily Mail. One of
the couple, Jessica Richardson,
pulled out her cell phone to record the
woman approaching her and her hus-
band with a gun in hand and chastis-
ing them for having a picnic in the park. The woman
demanded the couple leave the premises because
they didn’t have a reservation—something Richarson
said she didn’t know she needed. Richardson report-
edly took to Facebook to post about the ordeal saying
“racism is alive and well.”—Source: thegrio.com

Article courtesy of Dwayne A. Brown
TORONTO—The Milwaukee Bucks blew a 15-point lead with 2:18
left in the third quarter and lost to the Toronto Raptors 100-94 in
Toronto, in a game that saw Raptors’ star Kawhi Leonard shut
down Bucks star Giannis Antetokounmpo, which seemed to take
some of the steam out of his teammates who couldn’t pick-up
the slack for the star and catalyst of the team.
The win allowed the Raptors to advance to the NBA Finals for the first time in

the franchise’s history.  Toronto will square-off against the Golden State Warriors,
hoping to knock off the two-time defending champions.  Toronto won the regular
season matchup with the Warriors 2-0, and will have the home court advantage.  
The Bucks needed to defeat the Raptors to force a game seven at Fiserv Forum in

the best-of-seven matchup.  Milwaukee hasn’t been to the NBA Finals since 1973-
74, when the team lost to the Boston Celtics.  The Bucks won their only championship

Wisconsin 
B-ball coach and
his son released
from hospital after
fatal car crash that
killed wife and
daughter
Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

OVERWHELMED!OVERWHELMED!
KAWHI LEONARD AND A STIFLING RAPTORS 
DEFENSE FORCE MILWAUKEE BUCKS TO BOW-
OUT OF CHAMPIONSHIP CHASE AFTER SIX
GAMES OF EASTERN CONFERENCE FINALS!

NO WHERE TO GO!
Bucks’ star Giannis Antetokounmpo is surrounded Toronto Raptors’ star Kawhi
Leonard and his teammates during the fifth and—as it turned out—final game of the
season at Fiserv Forum. The photo is reflective of what happend to the Bucks and its
biggest star during these last four playoff games. —Photos by Bill Tennessen

(continued on page 6)A  disappointed fan following loss!

Study: Southern Whites still have
racial bias against Blacks
A new study reveals southern Whites are more

likely to harbor unconscious racial bias against Blacks
that stem from times of the re-
gion’s dependence on slavery
well over a century ago. 
The environment of someone

could foster their racism and prej-
udice, the study purports, accord-
ing to Pacific Standard
magazine. Based on the report,
White people do hold a higher
rate of bias against Blacks; counties and states that
had the highest number of slaves before the Civil War
display greater pro-White implicit bias today, accord-
ing to a research team led by University of North Car-
olina psychologist B. Keith Payne wrote in the
“Proceedings of the National Academy of Sci-
ences.”—Source: thegrio.com

Moore
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By Sarah Vickery
Josephine Hayes-Birchler

just graduated from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee in May with her
bachelor’s degree. In the fall,
she’ll attend dental school.
And in April, she officially
became an American citizen.
It’s all a little unbelievable.
“Five years ago, if you had asked

me if I would be where I am right
now, if I would have gotten into
dental school, if I would have had
the grades that I have, if I would
have the confidence that I have, I
would have laughed in your face
and told you no,” she said.
Five years ago, Hayes-Birchler

had just immigrated to the United
States from Uganda with son Pre-
ston and her now-ex-husband, who
is an American citizen. They lived
in Madison, where she worked as a
certified nursing assistant. In 2015,
marital difficulties forced her to file
for divorce, but before she could
find a place to go, her ex-husband
kicked her out of their home.
Hayes-Birchler bounced among
living in her car, a homeless shelter

and on friends’ couches.
“While I was staying at the shel-

ter, I started thinking about going
back to school,” Hayes-Birchler
said. “It was crazy. That shouldn’t
have been my No. 1 focus – but I
was thinking about going to school.
So I applied to UWM.”
She saw education as the way out

of poverty for her and her son.
Hayes-Birchler talked with College

of Letters & Science student advi-
sor Jennifer Hack, who helped her
apply to the university and chart
out her classes on the pre-dental
track with a cell and molecular bi-
ology major.
“I remember the day I moved.

My son was napping. Nothing was
unpacked. I sat in the middle of the
room and I broke down and cried,”
Hayes-Birchler recalled. “I was

like, this is crazy. I didn’t have a
job in Milwaukee. I didn’t have
child support from my ex-husband.
I didn’t have help with babysitting.
I didn’t have anything; I didn’t
know anyone.”
But she did have motivation – the

son she says is her greatest accom-
plishment in life. Now 6 years old,
Preston loves to explore, go to the
park and ride his bike. He’s also the
reason Hayes-Birchler got out of
bed each morning to go to class. 
“There are times I don’t feel like

studying, but I say no, I need to do
this,” Hayes-Birchler said. “I want
him to have a good life – not just a
good life, but a life where we don’t
have to struggle.”
To put herself through school,

she worked at a nursing home and
later with an in-home care agency.
Along the way, she forged a sup-
port system: her dear friends from
Madison, Jim and Edith Davison,
as well as friends in Milwaukee;
her UWM advisor, Hack; and her
professors, who understood if she
occasionally had to bring Preston to
class. Also important: the crew at
UWM’s Life Impact program,
which assists disadvantaged par-
ents in attaining an education.
In April, about a month before

her UWM graduation, she took her
U.S. oath of citizenship, with
UWM supporters, friends and Pre-

uWM graduate Josephine Hayes-Birchler (second from right) smiles with her son, Preston, and
supporters after taking her u.S. oath of citizenship. —Photo courtesy of Josephine Hayes-Birchler

Recent uWM graduate seized
education to forge a better life

(continued on page 6)
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I remember being in my
homeroom class at Valdosta
Middle School waiting for the
day to begin. It took a little
longer because this particular
day, we had extended home-
room. 
There were counselors going

from classroom to classroom
to help students pick out their
classes for next year. It would
be our first year in high school. 
I’d just turned 13 and I

barely knew what I wanted to
wear to school that morning,
let alone know what classes to
pick for next year. 
Now that I look back, I real-

ize that the transition from
being a tween was a little more
sacred and serious than I had
ever imagined.

Teens fall in the category of
ages 13-17. This is right before

a child is considered a legal
adult at the age of 18. While
the age can be categorized dif-
ferently, on a case by case sta-
tus, leaving 12 years old and
diving into the teen status is a
glorious yet intimidating mile-
stone. 
I was officially a teenager

and here I was with this green
paper in front of me. On it sat
tons of classes I’ve never even
heard of before. To say the
least I chose my classes and
prayed that I had set myself up
for a good first year in high
school. 
Transitioning can be scary

and parents may not always
know how to talk with their
growing child about what re-
ally goes on in their world. 
From friends, fashion and

dating to cliques, extracurricu-
lar activities and fitting in,
we’ve all been there before and
it is not the easiest thing to deal
with. 
There are so many things

happening around your young
ones and it’s happening all
while you are trying to help
them figure out who they are,
what they believe and what

their goals and aspirations re-
ally are. 
I speak to those who are

leaving their tween years.
What I have learned at a
teenage status and what I use
every day as a young adult go
hand in hand. 
It’s not necessary to have

your whole life planned out at
13, however, this is a great
time to start putting some puz-
zle pieces together. At the age

of 13, I was in my last year
right before high school
started. 
Picking out those classes the

year before showed me how
important preparation is. 
Having the high school aca-

demic counselors walk me
through each prerequisite por-
tion and elective portion of the
handouts, allowed me to see
that even though the ultimate
choice was mine to make for

the classes I selected, guidance
was still a key role in me basi-
cally planning out the rest of
my academic future. 
For the next few weeks, I

will be talking about these
transitions. Some will originate
from personal experiences and
others will be general studies
regarding the cycle of life. 
Paishance Welch
Tweens, Teens & 
Young Adults

THE GREAT 
TRANSiTiON:
From Tween 
to Teen

“Transitioning can be scary and
parents may not always know
how to talk with their growing
child about what really goes on
in their world. From friends,
fashion and dating to cliques,
extracurricular activities and fit-
ting in, we’ve all been there be-
fore and it is not the easiest
thing to deal with.” 

The 28th Annual Martin Luther King All-a-thon, sponsored by CHURCH, Inc., was Saturday, May 28th. from Hephatha Lutheran Church,
1720 West Locust Street. Participants received a commemorative 2011 T-shirt for participating. Participants in the MLK All-a-thon could
walk, jog, skate or bike the five-mile route, which starts and end at Hephatha with two rest stops provided. Refreshments were provided
at the end of the walk for all participants. The All-a-thon is seen as a vehicle that encourages all high school students to pursue their ed-
ucation beyond high school. Each participant in the MLK All-a-thon is asked to secure sponsor to contribute toward MLK Scholarships
that will are rewarded at the MLK Celebration held in January. To date, the MLK scholarship fund has awarded thousands of dollars to
close to 500 deserving students.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

MLK All-A-Thon helps support scholarships for high schoolers



The Milwaukee Community Journal May 29, 2019 Page 4

RELIGIONRELIGION “you have been born anew, not from perish-
able but from imperishable seed, through the
living and abiding word of God.” —1 Peter 1:23

June is National
Fresh Fruits & Veg-
etables Month! 
There are many pro-
grams to encourage in-
corporating more fruit
and vegetables into one’s
daily diet and educating
the public as to the
heathy and affordable op-
tion of growing what you
eat and eating what you
grow. Neighborhood gar-
dens is a perfect example. 
A neighborhood/community

garden brings beauty to a
neighborhood, it brings neigh-

bors together and provides ac-
cess to healthy food in metro-
politan areas. 
Neighborhood/community

gardens also help people to ap-
preciate nature and the earth.
A project inspired by Mayor

Tom Barrett’s Home Gr/own
Initiative with the City Envi-
ronmental Collaboration Of-
fice promotes revitalizing
urban green spaces. Their mis-
sion includes ways to:
• Make it easier to grow and

access local food and re-pur-
pose city-owned vacant lots.
The collaboration works
within City government to
streamline processes, permit-
ting, and ordinances, making it
easier to grow and distribute

healthy food, start new food-
based businesses and improve
vacant lots into parks, orchards
and healthy green spaces, in-
creasing Milwaukee quality of
life.
• Work within Milwaukee's

community food system to link
local growers to local markets,
increase urban food infrastruc-
ture (water, access, compost),
support new urban farms and
increase the number of healthy
food retailers and wholesalers.
For information on commu-

nity gardens in the Milwaukee
area or how to start your own
community garden, see infor-
mation below:
UW-Extension Milwaukee
County Garden Rental
Milwaukee County Cooper-

ative Extension rents garden
plots in many parts of the
county. 
They also provide technical

assistance to neighborhood
groups that run their own com-
munity gardens. 
Visit them at: https://milwau-

kee.extension.wisc.edu/agri-
culture/garden-rental/

The City of Milwaukee
The City of Milwaukee,

along with its partner, the Mil-
waukee Urban Gardens, offers
seasonal garden permits for
residents who would like to
garden on a vacant lot next to
their house or work with their
neighbors to create a commu-
nity green-space. 

To apply for a garden permit,
contact Groundwork/Milwau-
kee Urban Gardens 414-763-
9947.
Beloved, according to the

U.N. Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization, approximately
15% of the world’s food is now
grown in urban areas. 
When it comes to neighbor-

hood gardens, according to the
Milwaukee County initiative,
quality of life flourishes for
yourself and your neighbors
when you:
• Improve your diet by grow-

ing fruits and vegetables;
• Socialize and build bonds

with neighbors while enjoying
nature;
• Create a community asset

that improves the safety and
security of your surroundings;
and
• Save money on your gro-

cery bills.
Celebrate National Fresh

Fruits & Vegetables Month by
bumping up the fruits and veg-
etables on your plate. 
Eat your fruits and vegeta-

bles as a snack, on a salad, dur-
ing meals, or in a delicious
smoothie, not just during the
month of June, but you are en-
couraged to incorporate more

fruits and vegetables as a part
of your daily diet.

General Disclaimer: The writer
has used her best efforts in prepara-
tion of this information. No represen-
tations or warranties for its contents,
either expressed or implied, are of-
fered. Neither the publisher nor the
writer shall be liable in any way for
readers’ efforts to apply, rely or uti-
lize the information or recommenda-
tions presented herein as they may
not be suitable for you or necessarily
appropriate for every situation to
which they may refer. This informa-
tion is for educational purposes only.
If you would like to contact Rev.
Lester, write to her c/o P.O. Box 121,
Brookfield, WI. 53008

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford 

& Frazier

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sincere
concern at your time of need. Offering pre-

need, at need and after-care services to fami-
lies in Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha and
other communities throughout our state.

in Memorial

BiBLiCALBiBLiCAL
COuNSELiNGCOuNSELiNG
FOR TODAy’SFOR TODAy’S
CHRiSTiANCHRiSTiAN
FAMiLyFAMiLy
By Rev. Judith T. Lester,
B.Min., M.Th.

National 
Fresh Fruits & 
Vegetables Month

   

        
           

...the Black press is a
form of communication
that is vital to our com-
munity because Black
newspapers...Black
media in general...high-
light the positives
within Black America
that, sadly, don’t get
shown by the majority
run media outlets that
dwell on the negatives
of our lives.
—MCJ Editor Thomas Mitchell, Jr. (Excerpted from the

newspaper’s December 26, 2018 edition)

SUPPORT THE BLACK PRESS!

READ AND SUPPORT THE 

ADVERTISERS OF 

YOUR MILWAUKEE 

COMMUNITY JOURNAL
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES “Never forget that intelligence rules the
world and ignorance carries the burden.
Therefore, remove yourself as far as possi-
ble from ignorance and seek as far as pos-
sible to be intelligent.”—Marcus Garvey

QuOTE OF THE WEEK       
      

        

I’m giving serious thought to changing
my name…Again.
The first time I legally changed my name was to cement my transformation

from a Black/Negro/Colored American to an “African American.”
In other words, I chose to conclude many months of lessons taught in a

West African “rites of passage,” by incorporating the name “awarded” me at
the conclusion of the process by my African priest and priestess: “Kwaku
Osei.”
Children in many tribes are given the name of the week in which they were

born until the village provides another surname based on the child’s charac-
teristics. “Kwaku” means, “born on Wednesday.” “Osei” interprets to “Noble”
and “maker of the great.” The latter is apropos given my profession, vocation
and life purpose.
Even still, I chose to keep my family name (some call it “slave moniker”)

out of respect for my (fore)parents and the legacy they generated.
The prospect of me legally changing my name during this chapter of my

life, however, is rooted not in a cultural bond, but to ensure longevity in my
marital relationship.
As most brothers who have married an older, independent Sista can attest,

as soon as she gets comfortable and gains a sense of control, she’ll feel free
to use your name out of context, or as a prelude to a verbal pasting when and
if she believes the need presents itself.
Some blame that phenomenon on the battle of the sexes, or maybe ever-

changing societal norms.
Or, as I’ve hypothesized, she falls prey to what I call the “mother/mate syn-

drome”—a scenario in which a Black woman who has been pressed into a
leadership role (head of household), refuses to relinquish that characteristic
even after marriage.
Whatever theory you follow, some sistas take it to the extreme as they

rewrite or amend the Bible or Koran.
And brothers will know when they are confronted with that reality because

that’s when she’ll start calling you outta your name, or adds an exclamation
point behind it. Or two or three.
White men call it “nagging,” but brothers know it for what it is.
When her voice goes up two octaves, and she adds the multiple exclamation

points…Lord help you.
Brothers, you can substitute your name for mine: “Mikel!!! why didn’t

you…” or “Mikel!!! when are you going to…”
Or my favorite, “Mikel, why can’t you read my mind.”
(My common retort for that latter diatribe is, “I subscribe to ESPN, not

ESP.”)
Of course, after a quarter-century of marriage, I should be used to hearing

my name called as a prelude to an argument or chastisement. Or from the
tone or placement in the sentence whether it is leading to a request or de-
mand.
For example, when my sons reach out to me, and “Pops” or “Father” is

sandwiched between terms of affection, I know there’s a question or request—
generally for money—at the end of the sentence.
As children, they called me “Daddy,” but for boys, that noun is supposed

to morph into Pops or Dad after puberty.
Even gay males don’t use that noun (sometimes verb) after they reach ma-

turity. But girls and women are allowed to call you that until death do you
part.
Daddy, in my lexicon, is a special adjective because it means you’ve been

there and done what a father should do.
Sadly, today an ever-growing number of children refer to their biological

progenitor by his first name because the deadbeat “man” has never fulfilled
his God required responsibility, and thus has not earned the title of “father”.
In fact, I heard one sister refer to her father as “Sperm Donor,” which is an

appropriate title because that’s all “that dude contributed to my life and wel-
fare,” she explained.
Conversely, in my dictionary, “Pops” and “Dad,” carry a different conno-

tation; titles that are earned, not given.
There are other titles frequently used by Black men and women that get

under my skin as well, not all of which are related to tribal relationships.
“MF” may be an apt insult to somebody’s pedigree, but not mine. And

Nyame helps the fool who calls me a SOB or bastard because I’m of that
dying breed whose parents were married, and my mother was truly a saint.
No friend, much less, an offspring or spouse dares call me “nigger” (n-

word), both because they know I detest that noun or pronoun or however it
is used, but also because I think the word is a link on the unbroken chain of
slavery.
In fact, I lost “some” respect for Barack Obama when he acknowledged a

Black journalist’s reference to him as “His nigger” (n-word). I would not have
voted for anyone who would consider themselves to be the HNIC; that’s both
inflammatory, demeaning and an insult to the office he was elected to.
Actually, I thought about maybe putting a “Brother” or “Baba” before my

name, not just to disarm my wife, but because it’s a title I’ve worked hard to
achieve.
Along those same lines, I wouldn’t have a problem preceding my given

first name with Abba or Baba, which means father, although I don’t want to
be confused with deity, although Mikel means “after Him/Her.” Then again,
I could rename myself “mzee,” which is Swahili for “elder,” or “mjumbe wa
serikali,” which means “elder statesman.”
I can speak from some authority because I took two years of Swahili in

college as my mandatory foreign language.
But, Swahili is an East African trade language and while I could converse

a few sentences with the newspaper’s late administrative assistant who was
from Kenya, I should have studied Wolof or one of the Bantu dialects since
I’ve learned through African Ancestry that my forefathers/mothers were from
the Ivory Coast, and I’m Mende and Fulani.
Speaking of my tribe, I now call my granddaughter my “Fulani Princess”

and grandson my “Mende Warrior.” And I love that both of them came outta
the womb looking for “Poppa”!
For the record, I started writing this column on day one of our three-day

holiday weekend, which means I also forgot my original thought process until
day three when a conversation with my number two grandson was drowned
out by the soprano utterance of my name. This time I simply ignored it be-
cause I knew I was being falsely accused of burning a $15 steak on the grill.
By the way, grand number 2 is the only child of my children who calls me

“Grandfather.”
Actually, it’s kinda refreshing and I take it with a grain of salt knowing he

attended a preppy high school after attending the since closed Leadership
Academy.
I used to assume he would grow up to be a nerd, but that was before I

“Africanized” him. Now I tell everybody he’s a member of the Talented
Tenth.
In any event, he had an opportunity to foresee his future—what to expect—

when he ultimately gets married. And I took the occasion to explain to him
why I might change my name, even if I can’t erase the exclamation points
that follow it.
Or maybe not. As they (women) tell us, “Happy wife means happy life,”

or something like that. Which means brothers have to either be perfect or ac-
cepting of the criticism because few of us are willing to change after a long
investment.
Plus, since I’m not going anywhere, and my insurance doesn’t cover chill

pills I would sneak in her water, I’m stuck with the defensive strategy of pas-
sive resistance, or the lesson learned during the rites of passage session that
supposedly will help neutralize her outburst or the use of absolutes.
The question posed by the priest was:
“Which organ of the body did Nyame (God) give exclusively to men that

ensure relational longevity?”
Unable to grasp the correct answer, he gave me a clue and told me to re-

spond the next day—“you’ll figure it out when you’re shaving.”
Which I did.
The answer is the  Adam’s apple, and the lesson was, “your wife says some-

thing that upsets you; instead of saying something that will most certainly
fuel the argument, think of your Adam’s apple—and swallow.”
Of course, that doesn’t always work, particularly if your significant other,

girlfriend, wife or “wanna-be-mother” is African American. I learned a long
time ago that for Black women, venting is not only empowering but also in-
structional.
So just hang on, bite your lip, count to 10 and swallow. The rant and rage—

whether justified or not—generally only lasts a few minutes, particularly if
you figure out why Nyame gave Black men big lips.
It’s because we have more butt to kiss later if we respond the wrong way.
Hotep.

What’s in a name?
SIGNIFYIN’

By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

Ben Carson has sorely
disappointed his fair
share of Black folks, but
he’s invited a special de-
gree of heartbreak from
us native Detroiters of a
certain age.
Carson was born and raised in the

Detroit of the 1950s and 1960s. His
1990 autobiographical novel, Gifted
Hands: The Ben Carson Story was
damn near required reading in every
Detroit Public School. 
You couldn’t walk in any library or

classroom without seeing a dog-

eared copy laying around some-
where.
Gifted Hands is the story of a

Black boy from a broken and trou-
bled family who surmounted all odds
and grew up to become an accom-
plished neurosurgeon. 
Carson was a beacon of determina-

tion and an example of the benefits
of hard work and education for
young and impressionable Black De-
troiters of the Bush 41/Clinton era.
But in 2013, he fixed his pie hole

(a.k.a. his mouth) to tell people that
Obamacare was “worse than slav-
ery.” 
And that was just the beginning of our desire to throw our copies of

Gifted Hands into the fireplace.
He ran for president in 2016 on the

Republican ticket and with a highly
morally conservative bent that made
us all wonder if the Carson we saw
talking stuff on television daily was-
n’t the Tethered version, swapped out
when no one was paying attention

and replaced with a demented dop-
pelgänger perpetually drugged with
codeine and unable to keep his eyes
open while talking.
Carson said he wouldn’t vote for a

Muslim president because they can’t
exercise democracy and their faith at
the same time. 
He defended the Second Amend-

ment with the wild suggestion that
the Holocaust would have been
“greatly diminished” if only the Jews
had guns to defend themselves.
Those are only a couple of his great-
est hits.
As we all know, Carson’s presi-

dential campaign was an atomic fail-
ure and he saw little recourse but to
climb in bed with President Gomer
Pyle (Trump), who appointed him
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) Secretary. 
Which is the equivalent of my

writerly behind being hired to run a
retirement home. 

Carson’s been quiet for a while,
but like a small child in the other
room who suddenly stops making
noise, you know some mess is afoot.
He’s currently in the news regard-

ing his cataclysmic testimony before
Rep. (and Auntie) Maxine Waters’
Financial Services Committee Tues-
day, during which he demonstrated
exactly why a bleeping neurosurgeon
is in no way qualified to manage
urban housing.
When Rep. Katie Porter asked him

about REO (Real-estate owned) fore-
closed properties, Carson responded,
“Oreos?” Because, of course, Porter
would spend time asking Carson
about sandwich cookies in commit-
tee. 
I could get into the delicious irony

of Carson’s sellout butt talking about
Oreos, but I’ll digress.
The rest of the testimony was just

as much of a (bleep) show: Carson
defended a Trump budget proposal

that will knock 16.4 percent from
HUD’s budget – which would obvi-
ously negatively impact people who
need housing protection the most –
as well as a plan to cut undocu-
mented immigrants off from public
housing aid. Rep. Ayanna Pressley
had her little dance with Carson, who
dodged her questions about the ethi-
cal implications of cutting the budget
like I imagine he would any invita-
tion to speak in Detroit in 2019.
Carson is different from the likes

of Candace Owens and Alan Keyes,
who introduced themselves to the
world as golliwog dolls hell-bent on
making the ancestors frown upon
them while doing the Arthur fist
meme.  
For many Black folks, Carson was

once the Chosen One. Now, he’s
Anakin Skywalker going down the
path to the Dark Side and becoming
Darth Vader. 
He’s the equivalent of the last two

seasons of Game of Thrones: started
off with so much promise only to let
you the (bleep) down.
He’s now simply a cautionary tale;

a reminder to drag your expectations
so abysmally low that you can never
be disappointed. Treat Carson – and
the rest of the Trump administration
– like you do online dating and
maybe you’ll be able to sleep at
night. Maybe.

Dustin J. Seibert is a native De-
troiter living in Chicago. Miracu-
lously, people have paid him to be
aggressively light-skinned via a com-
puter keyboard for nearly two
decades. He loves his own mama
slightly more than he loves music and
exercises every day only so his
French fry intake doesn’t catch up to
him. Find him at his own site, waffle-
colored.com.

THETHE
MiLWAuKEEMiLWAuKEE
COMMuNiTyCOMMuNiTy
JOuRNALJOuRNAL
Published twice weekly,
Wednesday & Friday
3612 North Martin Luther
King Drive, Milwaukee, Wi 53212
Phone: 414-265-5300 (Advertising and Administration) • 414-265-6647 
(Editorial) • Website: communityjournal.net • Email: Editorial@communi-
tyjournal.net/Advertising@communityjournal.net

Opinion and comments expressed on the Perspectives page do not necessarily
reflect the views of the publisher or management of the MCJ. Letters and “other
perspectives” are accepted but may be edited for content and length.

Patricia O’Flynn -Pattillo
Founder, Publisher
Robert J. Thomas, Co-Founder
Assoc. Publisher
Todd Thomas, Vice President
Mikel Holt, Founding Editor, 
Associate Publisher
Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr., 
Editor
Teretha Martin, Terri’s innovative
Computers: Billing Clerk, Pro-
duction assistance, tech-support

Colleen Newsom,
Classified Advertising Sales
Leader
Jimmy V. Johnson, Advertising
Sales 
Mike Mullis, Advertising 
Coordination
Robin Davis, 
Circulation Manager
yvonne Kemp, Photographer
Kim Robinson, Photographer
Bill Tennessen, Photographer

When Legal
Turns to 
inhumane
Is not on my block legal?

Can the community stand
up against a recovery house
being placed in their neigh-
borhoods? 
Doesn’t everyone have a

right to shelter and to be

able to live where ever they
choose? Does The Fair
Housing Act amended in
1988 protect these individu-
als from being discriminated
against? 
Can the city or county use

prejudice to base their deci-
sions to support or not to
support individuals because
their disabilities are drug ad-
diction related? 

Is it humane to go door to
door and share others’ med-
ical conditions? 
Just because you were

once hooked on drugs do
you lose your rights to pri-
vacy? 
I have been drug free now

coming up on twenty nine
years and know many peo-
ple who have kept the drug
curse in check with help.
How do we stand up against
those fighting for their lives? 
Our brothers, mothers, fa-

thers and sisters, someone
please explain this. It has
got to stop!

Torre M Johnson Sr/
XMEN uNiTED LLC 

uRBAN My
DiALOGuE

By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

Ben Carson is out here embarrassing Black folks again
This latest dust-up is about Oreos. The joke is too easy, man.

Dr. Carson

By Dustin Seibert, courtesy of thegrio.com
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cility this spring. All new areas are
expected to begin operation
throughout 2019.
The Completion Celebration will

begin at the band shell at 1 p.m.
with the untying of a kente cloth
bow, and continue with remarks
from Kaylan Haywood II, represen-
tative for Wisconsin's 16th Assem-
bly District; Russell W. Stamper II,
15th District Alderman; Supreme
Moore Omukunde, 10th District
County Supervisor and Sr. Diana
De Bruin, Associate Director of
Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi.
There will also be a multicultural
blessing and libation ceremony and
a performance by the Parklawn As-
sembly of God Praise Dancers. 
Public tours of the facility, enter-

tainment and refreshments will be
part of the celebration, along with a
Trade Fair featuring north side en-
trepreneurs.
“These beautiful spaces will

serve to connect our community,”
said Sr. Edna Lonergan, St. Ann
Center founder and CEO. 
“The band shell will draw tal-

ented people from the neighbor-
hood who haven’t had an audience
before. Our expanded dementia
care and overnight respite will
allow people to go to work know-
ing their loved ones are receiving
compassionate care. Also, we’re
committed to making sure our chil-
dren learn how to swim before they
start kindergarten.”
Nationally, 70% of African-

American children, 58% of His-
panic children and 40% of white
children have little or no swimming
ability and are at risk of water-re-
lated injury or death.
The Bucyrus Campus is a repli-

cation of St. Ann Center’s Stein
Campus, located on Milwaukee’s
south side for more than 30 years. 
Featuring a unique intergenera-

tional model, the center provides

community-based health and edu-
cational day services to children,
frail elders and adults with cogni-
tive and physical disabilities, while
providing resources and support to
their caregivers. 
Other services open to the com-

munity include a medical clinic and
a specialized dental clinic that ex-
clusively serves people with physi-
cal or cognitive disabilities.
For more information, contact

Casey Rozanski at (414) 977-5062
or Crozanski@stanncenter.org.

ston cheering her on. 
They’d stood by her throughout her four years of college, which were

full of early mornings, long hours at her job, school and studying. But
when Hayes-Birchler learned she’d been accepted to Marquette Univer-
sity’s School of Dentistry, it made all of that work worth it. 
“I would like my own dental practice and I would like to work in low-

income areas. I know what it feels like to struggle,” said Hayes-Birchler.
“I would like to be able to give back to help people who were in my sit-
uation.”

(continued from page 2)

uWM graduate
seized education 
to forge a better life

SAFE PARKS THiS SuMMER?
THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT
The Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) encourages

the public to employ a new safety tool that assists residents in
keeping neighborhood parks safe. The MCSO Mobile App is
available for download on both Android and iOS cell phones.
The app allows residents to share anonymous tips, report

criminal activity in our parks, share public safety suggestions
and receive public safety alerts from MCSO.
Residents can search ‘MCSO Mobile App’ to download the

app from the App Store or the Google Play Store.
Sheriff Earnell R. Lucas and MCSO are committed to part-

nerships with the Milwaukee County Parks and residents to
prevent disorder and violence in all our parks.
If your business, church or civic organization would like to

share or post flyers advertising the MCSO Mobile App, or if
your media organization would like to host a live demonstra-
tion of the MCSO Mobile App, please contact Faithe Colas,
Director of Public Affairs and Community Engagement at 414-
278-5226 or Faithe.Colas@milwaukeecountywi.gov.

(continued from front page)

St. Ann Center open house 
celebrates campus completion!

after defeating the Baltimore Bullets 4-0, following the
1970-71 season. They are still the only expansion team
to accomplish this feat in the NBA.
Toronto’s stifling defense in the last four Eastern

Conference games and the performance of  Raptors’
star Kawhi Leonard catapulted the them to a series
win.  
Leonard was so unstoppable that he soared above

the rim and slammed dunked a facial over Giannis An-
tetokounmpo.  
The Raptors outscored the Bucks 29-18 in the final

quarter to seal the victory.  Milwaukee got close to-
wards the end of the game, but the Raptors hustle and
grit proved too much for the Bucks to overcome.
Leonard finished with 27 points for the game and

grabbed 17 rebounds.  The Raptor’s All-Star small for-
ward came into the Eastern Conference Finals averag-
ing 34.1 points per game.  
The Toronto Raptors acquired Kawhi Leonard via

trade from the San Antonio Spurs for DeMar DeRozan,
Jakob Poeltl and a protected 2019 first-round pick.     
The Bucks, losing four straight, earned the NBA’s

top seed by having the best record in basketball.  Led
by Antetokounmpo, who is the favorite to become the
league’s MVP, and is a member of the All Defensive
first team, averaged 27.7 points and 12.5 rebounds per
game in his sixth season.
The Raptor’s head coach, Nick Nurse, used Leonard

to defend Giannis.  The matchup proved to be effec-
tive, as the Bucks’ offense sputtered at times during
the last four games.  In game five, the Raptors blitzed
the Bucks 26-3, late in the third quarter to deliver the
death blow.  
Toronto exploited the Bucks’ weaknesses.  The team

struggled to bring the ball up court and couldn’t pene-
trate, nor make open shots.  The Raptors were quicker
to the ball and also to the foul line.    
Leonard used an abundance of pump fakes and stut-

ter steps to keep the Bucks defense off balance.  Over-
all, the Toronto star was sensational and proved he was
his team’s best weapon in the series.  
His impact inspired other Raptors players to over-

achieve, such as Serge Ibaka, Kyle Lowry, Pascal
Siakam and Fred VanVleet Jr. 

(continued from front page)

Kawhi Leonard and Raptors 
teammates put the clamps on Giannis 
and the Bucks to take series 4-2

The Bucks Giannis
Antetokounmpo
going to the basket
as an unidentified
Toronto Raptors
player tries to stop
him.—Photo by Bill
Tennessen
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WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

FiRSTFiRST
SuNDAySuNDAy
The NEW MCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community

if you have news about your church
and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MiLWAuKEE COMMuNiTy JOuR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “in The Black”
(business and personal finance). 

Below is the list of things we would
like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com

We look forward to hearing from you
and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper

      
   
 

   
       
      
    
    
    

     
   
   
    

    
     
     
    

     
     
     
    

      
     

   
    
     
    
     
    
     
   

    
      

     
   

     
      
 

   
    

     
     
      
   
     
     
   

       
   

    

   
    

     
    

    
  
     

     
     

    
   
   
    

 

   
    

      
           

        
         

        
        

      
        

         
         
        
       

         
          
         
         

        
  

MADISON, WI – Represen-
tative David Crowley (D-Mil-
waukee) and Senator Dave
Hansen (D-Green Bay) recently
introduced--with Governor
Tony Evers--legislation relating
to implementation of state wide
automatic voter registration
(AVR). 
This is following the recent

decision of Joint Finance Re-
publicans to remove AVR im-
plementation from Governor
Evers Budget.
“The cornerstone of democ-

racy and representative gover-
nance is the belief of the people
in the legitimacy of free and fair
elections,” stated Rep. Crowley. 
“Wisconsin has a proud tradi-

tion of robust civic engagement
and electoral participation but
has seen its state government
spend the last decade fighting
to create new barriers and un-
necessary obstacles for Wiscon-
sinites to exercise their
fundamental right to vote.”
“When I started in the Senate,

both Democrats and Republi-
cans believed the more people
voting the better,” said Senator
Hansen. “There were bipartisan
efforts that expanded early and
absentee voting, and voter reg-
istration. Then in 2011 things
changed.  
Instead of working together

to make it easier for people to
vote and to register to vote, Re-
publicans passed more and
more changes to the law de-
signed to suppress voter partic-
ipation.”

Rep. Crowley’s and Sen.
Hansen’s legislation (LRB-
1105/P2) will reduce potential
barriers that individuals may
face in registering to vote and
restore the public's faith in our
representative government. The
effects of AVR have been con-
sistent across the nation. 
From Rhode Island to Cali-

fornia, AVR is boosting regis-
tration rates across the map. 
States like Georgia, which

had a 93.7% increase in voter

registration rates after imple-
menting AVR, will be used as a
model in implementing our
own system here in Wisconsin.
“We have the opportunity to

make 2020 our most diverse
electorate yet: increasing voter
registration rates encourages
participation in the electoral
process and provides the poten-
tial for more voices to be repre-
sented within our government,”
said Crowley.
“The people of Wisconsin de-

serve access to a high quality,
modern election system that en-
courages participation from the
largest number of voters,
Hansen said.  
“One of the best ways to help

with that is to make it as easy as
possible for people to register to
vote.  
“We can do that by imple-

menting a system of Automatic
Voter Registration that creates a
more fair voting process.”

Sen. Dave Hansen & 
Rep. David Crowley Unveil 
Automatic Voter Registration Bill

Rep. Crowley
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