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Ald. Stamper among recipients of
St. Ann Center’s “Hall of Friends” Award

Ald. Russell Stamper, II was one of three individuals to be inducted recently into St. Ann
Center for Intergenerational Care’s “Hall of
Friends” during a reception at St. Ann Center’s
Stein Campus, 2801 E. Morgan Ave.

Stamper was joined John McCarthy, founder of McCarthy Grittinger Financial Group, and Stephanie Sue Stein, retired director of
the Milwaukee County Department on Aging.
St. Ann Center’s Bucyrus Campus is located in Stamper’s 15th
District. The alderman played an important role in developing the
North Side Business Incubator in collaboration with the Bucyrus
Campus, which is designed to help jump-start locally owned businesses that can generate income for the 15th District.
“Ald. Stamper works hard, he cares about his constituents, and

he’s an enthusiastic supporter of our mission,” said Sr. Edna Lonergan, president and founder of St. Ann Center, the unique day services
center for both children and adults. Lonergan was on hand to present
the awardees special gifts made by the youngsters and adults.
Plaques with the names of the new Hall of Friends members will
be added to a wall above the center’s grand staircase.
Stamper is also active with Lonergan in the Marketplace Business
Improvement District #32 and the North Avenue Streetscape Committee.
McCarthy lent his financial expertise as a member of St. Ann’s
Capital Campaign Committee that spearheaded fundraising for construction of its Bucyrus Campus, which opened in 2015.
Stein has served on St. Ann’s Board of Directors and Finance
Committee. She and Lonergan also worked together to create an Intergenerational Council as part of the county’s Commission on
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decision to figure out
who to vote for.”

“Milwaukee County is a great place to
live, and we made a lot of progress addressing the challenges I inherited, improving
services, and making government more efficient for the people we serve,” Abele said
“But we still have much work to do to
bring true equity to our community. Our
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announce his intentions to run for
another term.
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communities of color are being held back by
systemic racism, and too many working families of all backgrounds do not have opportunities to grow into the middle class and
beyond.
“I am running for re-election to ensure the
county is part of the solution to these problems, address racial disparities, and broaden
opportunity for all.”
Abele is pictured with (left to right): Mark
Wade, Paradies-Mark,LLC; Gaulien “Gee”
Smith, the owner of Gee’s Clippers; J. Allen
Stokes of the Inner City Development Corporation, and Bria Grant of Unite MKE.
—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Trayvon Martin’s
mother announces her
intention to run for
office in Florida

Sybrina Fulton, the mother
of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin,
who was gunned down by
Fulton
then-neighborhood watch volunteer George Zimmerman in 2012, recently announced her intention to run for a seat on the
Miami-Dade County Commission. She will faceoff against Miami Gardens Mayor Oliver Grant in
the election, according to the Miami Herald. “Our
county must continue moving forward so our
families are safe from violence, can afford to live
in Miami-Dade, and have access to good paying
jobs,” Fulton said in an interview.—theGrio

“I am running for
re-election to ensure
the county is part of
the solution to
address racial disparities, and broaden
opportunity for all.”
—Abele

Anita Hill says
Biden’s ‘’91 judiciary
committee could have
launched #MeToo

Law Professor Anita Hill,
who called attention to sexual
harassment when she testified
Hill
against then-Supreme Court
nominee Clarence Thomas almost 30 years ago,
says had former VP Joe Biden, then a Democratic Delaware senator heading the Senate Judiciary Committee during the Thomas’
nomination, and the government had worked the
way it should have, the #MeToo movement
would’ve started back then.In a New York Times
Op/Ed, Hill said sexual violence is “a national
crisis that requires a national solution.”—theGrio

Common Council
puts hold on
street car
expansion citing
“missing pieces”
Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

The Common Council voted recently to hold funds
to expand the Milwaukee streetcar system, citing “critical missing pieces” that must be part of the overall
plan for extending “The Hop” to other areas of the city.
City leaders reportedly had hoped the council would
pass resolutions releasing funds to immediately extend
the streetcar to Wisconsin Avenue and build a plaza
nearby in time for the 2020 Democratic National Convention, which Milwaukee is hosting.
However, city administrators could not account for
how to pay for the expansion (which would be a $52
million investment) while funding current city services
and increasing their investment in the central city.
Though aldermen admit the street car has been a positive in terms of giving a boost to economic development for the city, they stressed the residents of
Milwaukee must be as much a priority as the streetcar
or the DNC, especially minority communities in the
city.
Ald. Khalif Rainey said the Democratic convention
is only for a few days, but the people of Milwaukee are
“everyday citizens” who support the services the city
provides. “We have to think about them,” he said.
Noting a good chef would not attempt to prepare a
meal without having the right ingredients on hand, Ald.
Russell Stamper, II said the “right recipe” for the streetcar expansion must include various ingredients, including a central city economic development fund, and an
anti-displacement and anti-gentrification tax fund.
Stamper also cited the need for funding/resources for
workforce training and business capacity that will offer
opportunities for entrepreneurs along with the new
miles of streetcar track.
“To truly lift the greater City of Milwaukee up to
where it needs to be, we must have equal and equitable
investment in the central city,” Stamper said in a press
statement.
“And in my opinion, it is clear that having the streetcar simultaneously going to the northside and south
side would make our city stronger by enhancing us economically and socially.”
Stamper said he looks forward to working with
Mayor Tom Barrett’s administration and the Department of City Development and Department of Public
Works to come up with amendments that address the
needs of residents as the city moves closer to streetcar
expansion that benefits everyone.—Source: Fox6news

NYPD lieutenant text:
Eric Garner’s death
“not a big deal!”

A New York City police lieutenant sparked outrage after his
text messages following the
death of Eric Garner were
made public. According to the
Garner
New York Times, the messages
were read out loud during a police disciplinary
hearing for Daniel Panteleo, who was accused of
recklessly using a chokehold that killed Garner
during a 2014 arrest. Pantaleno was not charged
in Garner’s death. Responding to a text message
after the incident and Garner’s death, Lt. Christopher Bannon said: “Not a big deal. We were effecting a lawful arrest.” People at the hearing
gasped in shock.—theGrio
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Billionaire pledges to repay
loans of Morehouse ‘19 grads

Robert Smith

Billionaire investor and philanthropist Robert Smith said Sunday he
is eliminating student debt for the entire 2019 graduating class at Morehouse College.
Smith, an entrepreneur and
founder of the investment firm Vista
Equity Partners, made the surprise
announcement in front of about 400
students while delivering the college's commencement address.
Morehouse is an all-male historically
black college located in Atlanta.
"On behalf of the eight generations
of my family that have been in this
country, we're going to put a little
fuel in your bus. This is my class,
2019.
“And my family is making a grant
to eliminate their student loans,"
Smith said. "I know my class will
make sure they pay this forward ...
and let's make sure every class has
the same opportunity going forward,
because we are enough to take care
of our own community."
Among the members of this year's

graduating class was Kamal Medlock.
"When he said those words ... all
my classmates' mouths dropped
open. We were speechless," Medlock
said in an interview with NPR's
Michel Martin. "We were shocked."
Medlock said he has about
$80,000 in school loans between him
and his mother. Smith's pledge has
already inspired him to think about
ways to pay it forward, he said.
"He wants us to start to gift it, and
I think that's an amazing thing, because it really shows black men taking care of other black men,"
Medlock said.
Smith previously had announced a
$1.5 million gift to the school, and
the additional pledge to pay off student loan debt for the class of 2019
is estimated to be $40 million.
"Where you live shouldn't determine whether you get educated.
Where you go to school shouldn't determine whether you get textbooks,"
Smith told this year's graduates.
"The opportunity you access
should be determined by the fierceness of your intellect, the courage in
your creativity and the grit that allows you to overcome expectations
that weren't set high enough."
According to Forbes magazine,
Smith's net worth is about $5 billion.
He has given generously before, to
Cornell University, one of his alma
maters, and to cancer research and
the arts.
Smith is the first African American
to sign the Giving Pledge, a campaign started by Bill and Melinda
Gates and Warren Buffett that encourages the world's wealthiest indi-

“Hall of Friends” Award

(continued from front page)
Aging.
“These talented people have made valuable contributions to St. Ann Center
and the Milwaukee community,” said Lonergan. “They have made service to
others, including our most vulnerable, their priority.”
Established in 2014, the Hall of Friends Award recognizes people who have
dedicated their time, talent and passion to furthering the nonprofit center’s
mission of providing health and educational services for children, the elderly,
and adults with disabilities.

viduals to commit to dedicating the
majority of their wealth to philanthropic causes.
In signing the pledge, Smith wrote,
"Potential is no guarantee of
progress. We will only grasp the staggering potential of our time if we create on ramps that empower ALL
people to participate, regardless of
background, country of origin, religious practice, gender, or color of
skin."
Smith continued, "My story would
only be possible in America, and it is
incumbent on all of us to pay this inheritance forward."—Source:NPR

The Milwaukee Community Journal May 22, 2019 Page 3

AKA Sorority Wisconsin middle grade children’s
Foundation
book author receives two prestigious
Offers ARTS! international Eric Hoffer Book Awards
is fantastic recognition for writers,
GLENDALE, WIS.—
Scholarship Children’s
illustrators and small publishing
book author,

Give your Teen,
Tween, or Young
Adult a standing
ovation!

Often times, this big and busy world can overlook talented
individuals. From working to taking care of day to day responsibilities, it can be overwhelming trying to make time for anything else.
Sometimes our negligence can get the best of us but we must
never let our kind words and acknowledgements slip into a
black hole.
A few weeks ago, I wrote about how important it is to genuinely praise your young
ones. This simple task
can lead to an abundance
of security in your young
adults’ life.
So, on behalf of The
Milwaukee Community
Journal, I would like
every one of our adult
readers to applaud a
tween, teen, or young
adult.
In my previous article,
I shared how much I
loved to hear my mom congratulate me on simple things. Of
course, these simple things turned into bigger accomplishments, but they were applauded nonetheless.
On August 4th 2019, MCJ will be having a Jazz Brunch. In
light of our annual Dr. Terence N. Thomas Scholarship luncheon, 3 talented teens will win $1,000. In addition to honoring
our youth, one organization will be awarded $2,000 for their
teen events!
When our youth do amazing things at work, home and in the
community we become blessed to experience the good things
that have been instilled in their minds and hearts. While performing well is great, acknowledging these accomplishments
are even better!

Graduating high school seniors
who are entering college with a 3.0
grade point average and are interested in applying for an ARTS
scholarship may apply for a $1,000
scholarship from the Pauline Redmond Coggs Foundation, Inc., Epsilon Kappa Omega Chapter,
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.
The purpose of the ARTS program in the sorority is to expose
students to arts enrichment and
culture by focusing on visual and
performing arts, and by showcasing talent through the exploration
of writers, entertainers and various
other artists.
Supporters include local artists,
children and youth chorales, children’s theatre, scholarships, donations and art collections.
Friday, June 30, is the deadline.
Applicant must submit the application, a official transcript from
the graduating high school, one
letter of recommendation from a
teacher, as well as a one page composition on the candidate’s career
and educational goals.
For an application, please send a
letter of request to Jenelle ElderGreen, ARTS Chairman, Epsilon
Kappa Omega Chapter, Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., P.O.
Box 18603, Milwaukee, WI
53218.
Epsilon Kappa Omega has
served the community since 1949.
As the first Greek lettered African
American sorority in the State, it
has an active membership of over
250 community minded women
with the goal to improve human
lives through service to all
mankind.
In 2018, over $30,000 in scholarship and contributions were
awarded to students and community organizations.
The Foundation, conceived in
1998 and established in 1999 is
named in honor of a charter member, Pauline Redmond Coggs.
It serves as a vehicle for accepting, raising and distributing and investing funds for scholarships and
awards to students and to establish
on-going educational programs
and for charitable donations and
community projects. Doris Cahn is
President.

Carmen Schools of
Science and
Technology’s
"College
Assembly
Day"

Deejah and
Anfornee wear the
T-shirts of the
university they’ll
be attending

On May 16, Carmen Schools of Science
and Technology, Northwest class of 2019
announced their college choices at its
annual “College Assembly Day.”
Overall, Carmen Schools of Science
and Technology, Northwest seniors
were accepted into 67 different colleges and submitted over 450 college
applications. Collectively, they won
over $3.2 million in scholarships.
Drew Franklin, Senior Director of
Katelynn and
Player Development for the Milwaukee
Bucks, was the keynote speaker for the
Brenden with
ceremony.
keynote speaker
During the ceremony, the valedictorian and saluDrew Franklin,
tatorian announced they will be attending the University of senior director of
Iowa and Xavier University of Louisiana, respectively.
player development
Carmen Schools of Science and Technology, South was
for the Milwaukee
recently ranked second as a top high school in the Milwau- Bucks
kee area and in the state of Wisconsin by the U.S. News &
World Report. Schools are chosen based on several factors such as college readiness, reading and math proficiency and performance, underserved student performance, college curriculum breadth and graduation rates.

Lora Hyler is celebrating
receipt of two awards in
the prestigious international Eric Hoffer Book
Awards for her debut middle grade novel, The Stupendous Adventures of
Mighty Marty Hayes.

The author was a winner in the
middle reader category, receiving
honorable mention accolades. The
book was also awarded finalist status for book cover design. Illustrator Ian Wade lives in Barbados.
Approximately 2,000 entrants
participated in the 2019 Eric Hoffer
Book Awards named after the great
American philosopher.
The Awards are designed to honor
his memory by highlighting salient
writing and the independent spirit of
small publishers, and has become
one of the largest international book
awards for small, academic and independent presses.
The Stupendous Adventures of
Mighty Marty Hayes was published
in March 2018 by HenschelHAUS
Publishing. The novel features multicultural superheroes working on the
new CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing
technology in their advanced 7th
grade science classroom.
They share a love of spy gadgets.
International goons spy on their
every move in an attempt to steal
their data secrets, leading to a showdown at the International Spy Museum in Washington, D.C.
The US Review of Books posts the
annual judging results. Here’s an excerpt of remarks from a contest reviewer:
“Yes, smart kids, who love science
and books, can live exciting and adventurous lives. Beneath their nerdy
interests may exist special powers
beyond their imagination.
“Mighty Marty Hayes, a twelve
year-old lover of science and magic,

shows this and more in his
adventures as a seventh
grader in love with the scientific pursuit of geneediting technology. Lora Hyler
“Marty has inherited special powers from his Grandmother. What he
and his friends need to learn, however, is that any power, scientific or
super hero, must be respected and
controlled to serve good over evil.”
“I’m thrilled to receive the Eric
Hoffer Book Award in two categories,” said Lora Hyler. “The Award

companies.
“Without them, many great
books would not get out into the
world and into the hands of children who need them.”
For more visit: www.lorahylerauthor.com
Lora Hyler is a resident of Glendale, Wis., and a former radio news
journalist, at NPR affiliate,
WUWM, and ABC affiliate,
WISN, both in Milwaukee.
She has also
served as a
community
commentator at NBC
television
affiliate,
To d a y ’s
TMJ4 in Milwaukee, and
worked as an executive speechwriter,
and corporate communications manager. She currently owns Hyler Communications, a public relations and
marketing firm founded in 2001.
Her goal is for all children to enjoy
adventure stories like those she remembers from her own childhood,
and to see themselves reflected
within the pages of a book.

RELIGION
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Zion Hill MBC holds
day-long celebrations
of 60 years of service!

Sunday, May 19 was a joyus and busy one for Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church as it celebrated its 60th diamond
year of spreading the gospel of Christ and serving the community and striving to make it a better place in which
to live. Pictured above (A): Zion Hill pastor, Rev. Dr. Russell B. Williamson with Rev. James Anthony Phillips, the
keynote speaker of the church’s morning worship/anniversary celebration. Rev. Phillips is pastor of Blessed Deliverance MBC of Milwaukee. (B): Rev. Williamson with Wisconsin Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes, who was the keynote
speaker for the church’s anniversary banquet held later that day at Davians Restaurant in Menomonee Falls. (C):
Rev. Williamson with his wife, Zion Hill’s First Lady Jenell.—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Mt. Moriah celebrates 63
years of “Moving Forward
by God’s Grace!

Rev. Patrick F Greer, Sr., Senior Pastor of Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church, and
his wife, First Lady Patricia Greer, pose together after the church’s morning worship service, at which time they also celebrated its 63rd anniversary. The church is located at 416
W. Christine Lane/Rev. C.E. Thornhill Lane. The anniversary theme was: “63 Years Moving Forward by God’s Grace.”—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Pope Francis unveils new Vatican laws outlining how
Catholic clergy should handle cases of sexual abuse
Pope Francis recently released
new Vatican laws on outlining how
Catholic clergy should handle reporte cases of sexual abuse.
The document, officially called a
Motu Proprio, has been titled "Vos
estis lux mundi," meaning "You are
the light of the world."
It was compiled and signed by
the pope himself and outlines how
reports of sexual abuse and the
cover-up of reported abuse should
be handled.
"The crimes of sexual abuse offend Our Lord, cause physical, psychological and spiritual damage to
the victims and harm the community of the faithful," the document
states.
"In order that these phenomena,
in all their forms, never happen
again, a continuous and profound
conversion of hearts is needed, attested by concrete and effective actions that involve everyone in the
Church."
Every diocese in the world is obligated to implement and enforce
the new rules by June 2020.
The rules require "public, stable
and easily accessible systems for
submission of reports" of sexual
abuse committed by clergy, child
pornography use by clergy and attempts to cover-up any allegations
of abuse.
The laws do not specify what the
"accessible systems" must be, just
that victims have a place to go to
report abuse, "while being assured
they will be well received, pro-

Liberty COGIC to
hold Women’s
Brunch June 8

Liberty Church of God In
Christ will hold a women’s
brunch Saturday, June 8. The
event is a fund raiser for the
church and will benefit the surrounding community as well.
Liberty COGIC is located at
1811 W. Center St.

tected from retaliation and that their
reports will be treated with the utmost seriousness," a press release
from the Vatican said.
Another pillar of Francis' laws
includes the obligation for all
clergy members to "report
promptly" all accusations of abuse
and any omissions and cover-ups in
the handling of allegations to
church authorities.
The person aware of the abuse is

also required to report it to local
civil authorities.
In addition to laws concerning
abuse of children and "vulnerable
adults," the pope outlined how sexual abuse and violence from an
abuse of authority should be handled.
This includes violence against
clerics and adult seminarians or
novices.

Amazing Grace Church and Ministry to
celebrate Evangelist Margaret Adams

Evangelist Kathy Carson Coleman of Amazing Grace Church and
Ministry will be honored on June 9, 4 p.m., at the church, located at
3232 W. McKinley (one block south of Vliet).
Special guests will be Min. Curtis Eubanks, Evangelist Lavender
Campbell, Gospel Prince Jahbarri, Gospel Singer Rosetta Carr,
Deacon Tony Neal, Maestro John Reed, United Sisters, and Pastor
Gloria Tatum.
A praise in dance will be performed by Dr. Lisa Qualls.
For more information, call 414-554-3888.

Brentwood COC youth group
to hold car show June 15
A youth organization at Brentwood Church of Christ called the

Y.E.S. Group, will be holding its 4th annual Car Show June 15,

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., in the church’s parking lot at 6425 N.

60th St. There will be a “50/50 Raffle,” music, food and (of

course) lots, and lots of vintage cars that have been lovingly

restored by auto aficianados from the community. For more in-

formation, contact Worley Hamilton at (414) 358-1926.

PERSPECTIVES
It’s a racist, bigoted white
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“The only thing that separates
women of color from anyone else
is opportunity.”—Viola Davis

supremacist jungle out there!

The girl’s scream broke my concentration on the magazine article I was reading
and jolted me to my feet.
Given the pitch I knew the screech didn’t come
from my granddaughter, so my immediate concern
wasn’t for her welfare, but instead on my assumption
that she would be implicated in the scenario that
prompted the little White girl to cry out.

SIGNIFYIN’

Why every Black woman
in America should be
concerned about
Alabama’s abortion ban
By Blue Telusma, op/ed courtesy of thegrio.com

This week women all over the country woke up to
the news that Republican Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey,
had signed the most stringent abortion legislation in
the country, effectively making it a felony to perform
an abortion in nearly all cases.

With that thought in mind, I called out to my “Fulani Princess” to join me
at my table. Ordering her to sit down, I remained standing as I watched a trio
of male parents gather around the play area. In preparation for what might
happen next, I shifted my weight and repositioned my cane. I was ready for
the worst.
Some folks will suggest I overreacted. But experience and history have
taught me if an African American child is anywhere near an accident involving White children in the suburbs, the one with the most melanin will be
blamed.
The incident occurred recently at the McDonald’s in Germantown, one of
two restaurants my granddaughter and I frequently visit in the winter and
spring because they have children’s play areas, a ready alternative to Milwaukee playgrounds we normally visit in good weather.
More often than not, my granddaughter was the only ebony child at the
suburban Mickey D’s, and while we never encountered direct hostility at the
suburban McD’s, I was forever vigilant because Milwaukee is the most segregated city in the United States for a reason, and it’s not purely economic.
Plus, there was that one incident two miles away in Menomonee Falls that
I filed away for future reference.
My granddaughter was four at the time, and hopefully didn’t notice the
White woman who abruptly snatched up her daughter when my Princess entered the play area.
Her actions were not only obvious to me, but to others as well who apparently didn’t share the woman’s prejudices.
Obviously, I wanted to engage the “Neckbone,” but images of the Falls police showing up in riot gear with a tank and the Unsullied as backup, deterred
my response.
If there was a glimmer of hope to come out of the incident, it was that two
young White parents went out of their way to engage my granddaughter and
to encourage their children to play with her. One even bought her a Happy
Meal and offered to pay for my coffee.
In fact, I considered writing about the incident, with a focus on how young
children don’t see race and readily play together and when left alone to establish relationships as if they were biological family members.
That fact—which I witnessed on dozens of occasions—provides positive
proof racism and the principles of White supremacy are behaviors learned
from parents, communities and social media.
Oh, what a wonderful world we would have if none of our children were
indoctrinated with hate and learned--on their own--there is but one race, the
“Hue-man” race, and the world is made better by a spectrum of colors instead
of just black and white.
But that’s an idealistic science-fiction movie set in another dimension…
on another planet…in another galaxy far, far way.
The reality is many white children are raised by or are among people who

suffer from the contagious terminal cancer of racism.
My personal history and studies have convinced me this type of cancer
doesn’t discriminate, it touches liberals and conservatives equally. It can be
found among Muslims, Christians, rich and poor.
I don’t know if there’s a cure, but I’ve concluded we—the victims---don’t
have medical degrees, and having the higher moral ground or standing atop
a stack of bibles doesn’t provide cover from bigotry’s storm. At some point,
we’ll all get wet.
Today’s racists and bigots (the latter being a racist with power) are not as
bold as they were during my early years of “surviving while Black.”
They don’t carry signs telling us to “go back to Africa,” or arrogantly stand
in front of the schoolhouse door asserting we don’t have a right to a quality
education—especially in a classroom with their children.
They’re still among us, their cloaked messages and covert actions are clear
and readily available for all to read—an ability an ever-declining number of
us possess.
Months earlier a Butler, Wisconsin alderman arrogantly talked about building a wall to keep Black folks out of his suburban community.
His comments came after a virtuous brother violated the unwritten rules of
servatude and stood up to the alderman during a confrontation at a Butler gas
station.
By some accounts the alderman was a little tipsy and his comments were
both inappropriate and inciteful.
He should have considered himself lucky the brother didn’t shove the gas
nozzle where it rightfully belonged. Fortunately for the alderman, gasoline
was almost $3 a gallon at the time.
And who can forget a white female state representative’s comments a year
or so ago who threatened to lobby her colleagues to withhold state revenue
sharing dollars if Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett didn’t better control his
dark- skinned criminals who had invaded Menomonee Falls.
Her comments came after a carjacking by a trio of Black teens who apparently didn’t know they were off the “urban plantation.”
The state representative even said her constituents were arming themselves
as they awaited the invasion of the Dark Army.
Those warning salvos and the killing of several Black men by local suburban police, were among the reasons I called my “Fulani Princess” to my side
when the other child screamed out.
My assumption, or fear, was some irate parent would assert their white
privilege and get up in my face.
I’m a senior by age and health. But I’m also a war veteran and well versed
in the martial arts. Plus, I’m no Martin Luther King, Jr….I will defend myself
and mine, “by any means necessary,” as Malcolm said.
The incident from last weekend reminded me of a similar experience almost

Women’s rights activists and lawmakers quickly spoke up against this extreme turn of events, while different religious sects debated whether the decision was valid for spiritual reasons.
Everyone basically showed up to this argument the way they usually show
up, giving the speeches they usually give. But underneath the vocal minority
passionately unpacking what had just taken place, I couldn’t help but notice
a quieter — and much larger — group of women who appeared to dismiss
this bit of legislation as just another horror story about life in the
southern “Bible Belt.”
And that overall sentiment of,
“What does this have to do with
me?” concerns me. It would be
incredibly naïve for anyone to
think that that what happened in
Alabama on Wednesday is just
about Alabama. Because we’ve
seen time and time again that
what the GOP lacks in public support or celebrity endorsements,
they more than make up for in
cunning execution.
This abortion ban was just a
warning shot and below I’m
about to explain three reasons
why all women in this country,
particularly Black women, need
to be concerned about what’s on
the horizon.
THEY’RE CHIPPING AWAY AT ROE VS. WADE
The other day I was watching a documentary about Ruth Bader Ginsburg
and how she strategically made the country’s highest courts recognize that
lawmakers were systemically discriminating against women.
One particularly notable case was that of Weinberger v. Wiesenfeld, in
which she claimed a widowed husband was being kept from receiving his
wife’s benefits after her death, because the strict gender rules imbedded in
the tax laws only gave those benefits to women with deceased husbands.
By successfully arguing that all widowed spouses should get access to benefits regardless of gender, the scrappy attorney chipped away at the very idea
that gender bias should be written into laws at all. As a result, lawmakers had
to make it illegal to discriminate against anyone on the basis of their gender.
This was undoubtedly a brilliant (and patient) strategy on RBG’s part. And
ironically, decades later, the same tactic that our fave Supreme Court Justice
used to help free women from sexist laws and civil rights violations, is now
being flipped to bring them all back.

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 6)

By Richard G. Carter

hanced my name by writing a number of controversial, pro-Black
columns -- including several in defense of the fiery Michael McGee
Sr., then an outspoken member of
the Common Council. And I loved
this tumultuous time in my career.
In 1987, the three-million circulation New York Daily News made
me a huge offer I couldn’t refuse,
and I left for a similar job in the nation’s largest city. The following
year, Greg -- a good reporter I
worked with and respected -- was
promoted to my place on the editorial board. He also inherited my
phone number and office across the
street from the Milwaukee Arena.
Greg retired in 2008 and now
he is gone, passing at 72 on April
12. He is missed by all who knew
him, friends and other Black journalists -- including those he mentored who followed in our wake.
Thus, I take pride in paying tribute
to his memory for Memorial Day,
when we pay homage to brave, deserving Americans -- Black and
White.
A lasting aspect of Memorial Day
is when the President places flowers
on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery. With millions watching on
television, I get a lump in my throat
as the muted sound of “Taps” marks
the solemn occasion. Although this
ceremony continues, significance of
the day -- like so many finer things
in life -- is gone like summer leaves
swept away on an autumn breeze.
In recent years, Memorial Day
has given way to picnics, exciting
pro basketball or boring baseball on

By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

“When Alabama
passed an abortion
law that seems to
point the decades
long debate back
toward the
Supreme Court, it
also created another gauntlet for
African American
women to run.”

Memorial Day memories of Greg Stanford and other very special Americans

“A man is generally what he feels
himself to be…”James Coburn,
“Cross of Iron” (1977)
As America prepares to celebrate
Memorial Day next Monday in
honor of those who died to protect
our county -- I’d like to begin by
briefly honoring the memory of my
special friend and Milwaukee Journal colleague, the jovial late Greg
Stanford.

I first met Greg after returning to
my hometown with The Journal in
August 1986 as a columnist and
member of the editorial board -succeeding the late Walter Morrison, who left to become a speech
writer and policy adviser for the
National NAACP. I also inherited
his phone number and windowed
fourth-floor office.
As the second Black journalist in
this position at The Journal, I en-
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TV and holiday sales at department
stores. Most of us consider the day - the last Monday in May regardless
of the date -- as the too-soon end of
a too-short, long weekend. As if we
don’t have enough three-day holiday weekends throughout the year.
Originally celebrated May 5,
1866 -- when graves in a military
cemetery in Waterloo, N.Y., were
bedecked with flowers -- Memorial
Day became an annual event on
May 30, 1868, by order of Gen.
John A. Logan. His purpose was to
honor Union dead in the Civil War.
After World War I, the honor was
extended to the dead of all America’s wars.
And lest we forget, many Black
Americans served and died in
World Wars I and II, Korea, Vietnam, Gulf Wars I and II, Iraq and
Afghanistan. They gave their lives
for their country -- an America
where many still cannot find decent
jobs in civilian life.

At the risk of offending anyone’s
sensibilities, here are a few eclectic
examples of iconic, departed Black
and White Americans I commend to
your special thoughts and memories
at this traditional time for paying
our respects: Memorial Day 2019.
There’s the great John Bubbles,
of “Buck and Bubbles” fame -- the
sprightly Black man responsible for
the entertainment of millions by inventing the rhythm tap dancing we
know and love. Bubbles was the
original “Sportin’ Life” in George
Gershwin’s “Porgy and Bess” -- and
an American treasure.
Let’s not forget Eleanor Roosevelt, perhaps the most revered
presidential First Lady in our history. Her efforts on behalf of opera
singer Marian Anderson and downtrodden everywhere were legion -her caring manner an inspiration to
all people of good will.
Then there’s Jackie Robinson,
who broke major league baseball’s
color line and, ultimately, saw his
spirit broken as he spoke out against
injustice in life outside sports.
Known by Black folks everywhere
simply as “Jackie,” he epitomized
the pride and audacity of a people
whose time has come. Jackie was a
tiger for all seasons.
Viola Liuzzo -- who should be a
household name -- retains her special place in the struggle of Black
people for equal rights in this country. She was a White civil rights
worker from Detroit who fell victim
to assassins’ bullets while driving
on Highway 80 in Alabama in
March 1965, following the famed
march from Selma to Montgomery.

Mrs. Liuzzo’s martyrdom proved
that the cause of racial justice is, indeed, color-blind.
The memory of Roy Wilkins, of
the NAACP, still looms large in
many lives. One of the architects of
the planning that led to the historic
Brown vs. Board of Education decision by the by the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1954, Wilkins’ vision and
ideals are a living legacy to the concept of equal education for everyone.
And there’s Hattie McDaniel,
whose brilliant work in 1939’s alltime classic “Gone With the Wind”
helped make this movie the unchallenged best of all time. Her well-deserved Academy Award for Best
Supporting Actress was the firstever Oscar for a Black performer,
and enhances the enduring quality
of this classic tale of the Old South.
Finally, there is Billie Holiday.
The one and only “Lady Day” -whose tragic end was reflected in a
life of talent and turmoil -- gave it
everything she had while she could.
The feeling in her voice was, and
still is, unforgettable. “God bless
the child…”
Obviously, there are countless
others in other areas who could be
singled out -- Black and White
Americans whose special contributions deserve a few moments of our
time on Memorial Day. Not the
least was Milwaukee’s own Greg
Stanford, my late good friend and
co-worker, who personified class
and style as a journalist.. May he
rest in peace.
—Milwaukee native Richard G.
Carter is a freelance columnist
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(continued from page 5)
20 years ago that I wrote about in a column.
My article drew mixed reactions from readers, with some calling me
racially paranoid.
In that column, I wrote about a road trip through the south. I, my wife and
our two then pre-teen boys decided to stop at an Indiana motel.
We were going to spend the night and leave early the next morning. We
chose the motel we stayed at because it had a swimming pool.
The rooms were arranged to provide a view of the pool area, allowing my
wife and I the chance to relax while the boys entertained themselves in the
water.
Five minutes after the boys began their frolicking, two young white girls
joined them.
The next few minutes were like a slow-motion scene in an old black and
white film:
Sitting on the edge of the bed talking, my wife and I both looked out the
window in the same instant, turned to each other with shocked expressions
and--without saying a word--rushed from the room shoeless to the pool. Without explaining ourselves, we each grabbed a son and rushed them back to our
room, and safety.
The boys thought they did something wrong or inappropriate. My initial
explanation didn’t seem to provide much comfort, nor did it allay the feeling

of fear and confusion, especially for the youngest, who was about five at the
time.
So, I told them the truth, including the harsh realities and cruel, unfair disadvantage of being a “Hue-man” in America.
Survival rule number eight: Little Black boys don’t get caught alone with
little white girls--in public or private settings. That scenario can lead to an
irate white parent overreacting and a confrontation we won’t win.
I explained there are many White parents who would vigorously oppose
their daughters intermingling with Black boys. Racism clouds their minds
and their unfounded prejudices that all Black males thought with their little
heads instead of the big one on their shoulders, thus putting their precious little daughters in jeopardy.
My wife was born in Mississippi, which represents the deeper than deep
south, home of lynchings and “white only” water fountains.
Though Wisconsin-born, I experienced my share of “northern-fried”
racism, given my childhood experiences walking across the 16th Street
viaduct to fight for open housing and secure opportunities and rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution, but denied by local lawmakers and racist taxpayers.
I also bore scars both physical and psychological from living in Norfolk,
Virginia and Jacksonville, Florida where “niggers (N-word) weren’t allowed”
at certain “public” venues; not to mention my years as a journalist covering
KKK and Nazi rallies.
Yes, both of us knew racism, up close and personal. While we were allowed
to spend our cash at that motel, we were not comfortable enough to venture
out to the local watering hole by ourselves.
It was a harsh lesson for our sons that day, but one they needed to learn if

Why every Black woman in
America should be concerned
about Alabama’s abortion ban
(continued from page 5)

As many before me have pointed out, for a generation
the GOP has been actively seeking to reverse the landmark 1973 Supreme Court ruling that state laws banning
abortions were unconstitutional.
This one case changed everything and made abortion
legal in many circumstances where it had been flatly forbidden. So by essentially flipping a middle finger at Roe
v. Wade this week, Alabama’s governor just set a dangerous precedent that Republicans are already attempting to
replicate elsewhere.
In fact, just hours after Alabama signed its abortion
ban, Missouri’s Senate also passed an 8-week abortion
ban that doesn’t include exceptions for incest or rape.
Hours y’all. Within hours of the warning shot the next
attempt was already made. And in the first four and a half
months of this year, nearly 300 bills attempting to restrict
abortion have already been filed in 46 states.
That was not a coincidence, but instead a well thought
out plan that’s just getting underway. They are not playing
with us! And in the coming months even more GOP lawmakers all over the country are going to pull this same
stunt. Mark my words.
This is a full blown assault on women’s reproductive
rights and suddenly all those jokes about Trump ushering

in an era akin to The Handmaiden’s Tale, don’t feel so
funny after all.
THIS ISSUE IS A SMOKE SCREEN
When Meghan McCain talks about abortion with her
co-hosts on The View, she makes it a point to state that
not all women believe in abortion rights.
“I think you have to understand for pro-life women like
me—which is a strong tenet of who I am I and how I view
the world—is I believe abortion is murder,” McCain
huffed during Monday’s broadcast. “The idea there is
gray in allowing murder in the United States of America…”
So that’s the stance of McCain and many on her side
of this debate. Abortion is murder to them, period. While
I don’t personally agree that this is a black and white
issue, I do think those colors will matter tremendously as
it pertains to who’ll be targeted when it’s time to enforce
these stricter laws.
This country already has a nasty habit of disproportionately punishing Black people for the same crimes committed by their white counterparts. So this is yet another
place where that racial bias gets to now show its ugly
head.
In fact, racial biases popping up in abortion laws is
nothing new. Back in 2014, the NAACP and the National
Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum (NAPAWF)

they were to grow to manhood. I believe African American parents must instruct their children in survival tactics for urban and suburban encounters.
Today may look like a different world, but we must recognize and accept
the fact racism is in the American DNA. There’s been a resurgence in racial
conflict since the election of 45IQ (and even before in the era of Obama).
Blatant acts of White supremacy are on the rise, and racial confrontations—
as exhibited by police murders of unarmed Black men and women—have the
nation on edge.
As it turned out, the boys were allowed to return to the pool later that
evening, when a group of adults were splashing around, and the only girl was
80-years-old. And even then, my wife told them to stay at the other end of
the pool and alert her if the white girls returned.
As for the latest episode of the Holt Tribal reality show? Well, as it turned
out, the little white girl was screaming because, as she told her father, “they
(the other kids) are too loud.”
I still don’t know what she meant, but apparently her father did, as he patted
her on the head, whispered in her ear and sent her back into the fray.
Enroute to the play area, the innocent little white girl stopped and grabbed
my granddaughter’s hand and asked if she would help her on the monkey
bars.
For the record, I didn’t take her request to mean anything other than a gesture for assistance. In fact, I smiled as I sat back down and returned my attention to the Time Magazine article I was reading about the Democratic Party
presidential candidates’ positions on reparations for slavery.
I would much prefer more scenes of children of different races playing harmoniously, than all the money in the world.
Hotep.

challenged a law in Arizona that they believed relied on
harmful racial stereotypes to stigmatize, shame, and discriminate against Black and Asian American and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) women seeking abortions.
“This law is a wolf in sheep’s clothing,” Miriam Yeung,
executive director of the National Asian Pacific American
Women’s Forum said at the time.
“This law is not about equality or women’s health. It’s
about advancing an anti-abortion agenda by shaming and
demeaning Black and AAPI women. The politicians behind this law do not care about improving the lives and
health of women and girls. They are just exploiting
women’s personal and private health care decisions to
score political points.”
Five years later and Yeung’s words ring even more true
now. This new wave of anti abortion legislation isn’t just
about women’s health, it’s about control. It’s about allowing old white men just one more way to take ownership
of what isn’t theirs, while providing “scared” white
women another excuse to pick up their cellphones and
call the police.
“Hello officer, this Black woman at Starbucks looks
like she’s had an abortion. Can you please come arrest
her? I don’t feel safe.”
YES, EVEN RICH BLACK WOMEN WILL BE
AFFECTED
Let’s call a spade a spade, when it comes to any sort of
public healthcare crisis rich Black people may understand
the debate mentally, but deep down aren’t tripping because they can personally afford better than the average
man.
Yet when it comes to unleashing a nation-wide attack
on reproductive rights on top of the existing disparity in
care that Black women face from the medical community,

past a certain point neither of those things cares how rich
you are.
If you don’t believe feel free to check out Serena
Williams’ traumatic story about how she saved her own
life during childbirth. All because she had to fight with
her doctor to give her the quality of care she knew she
needed.
If we end up in a world where women have to leave
country or go on the black market to get abortions thats
going to impact all of us and our daughters. On Tuesday,
25 white men decided that the women of Alabama —
700,000 of whom are Black — weren’t equipped to make
choices about what happens to their own bodies.
“Alabama’s abortion ban threatens the health, rights,
and lives of Black women across the state,” Jacqueline
Ayers, Vice President, Government Relations & Public
Policy, Planned Parenthood Action Fund explained in a
statement.
“Alabama already suffers from a dire OB-GYN shortage and skyrocketing infant and maternal mortality rates
— Black women are dying from cervical cancer, at twice
the rate of white women, and from pregnancy and childbirth more than four times as often.
“But in the face of public health crises that are killing
our mothers, our sisters, and our friends, Alabama politicians are focused on controlling our health care decisions
and jailing our doctors –– instead of saving our lives.”
In the same way we all know, “When you empower a
woman, you empower a nation,” what do you think happens when we disempower women? Especially those of
us who sit closest to the bottom of the food chain?
I can’t state this enough, but this is about so much more
than abortion. And underlines with glaring clarity just
how important the upcoming election is.

Got something to put in the MCJ?
Send it to editorial@milwaukee
communityjournal.com
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