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Nat’l News Briefs

Common says he was
molested as child in memoir
Rapper and activist Common is opening up for
the first time about a painful childhood memory that
actress Laura Dern recently helped him recall while
working on his newly released memoir “Let Love
Have the Last Word.”
The Grammy and Oscar-winning artist shares a
haunting memory of being molested by a family
friend. It was only two years ago, while workshopping a scene from the 2018
drama feature The Tale, with
his love interest, Jennifer,
(Dern), that the disturbing
memory suddenly came
back to him. Common, now
remembers being 9 or 10years-old on a family trip
with his mother, godmother,
Barbara; her son and his
godbrother Skeet; and his
relative, who he calls “Bran- Common
don.” During a overnight stay at his aunt’s house,
Common and Brandon had to share a bed. “At
some point I felt Brandon’s hand on me,” he writes.
“I pushed him away. I don’t remember saying a
whole lot besides ‘No, no, no.’”
Despite his pleads and resistance, his abuser
would not stop, pulling down the young Common’s
shorts and molesting him. When his cousin asked
him to perform on him, Common said “no” and
pushed him away. “I felt a deep and sudden shame
for what happened.”
Common says he “buried” the traumatic moment
“as a matter of survival.” The rapper is still working
through the resurfaced memories with a therapist.
He hasn’t seen his alleged abuser in over 25 years
— but has forgiven him.
“I want to be a person who helps break cycles of
violence,” he writes. “This is love in action and I intend to practice it.”—Source: thegrio.com

Ayanna Pressley and Cory Booker
Introduce Bill to Prevent PregnancyRelated Deaths Among Black Women

Just days before Mother’s Day, Massachuesetts
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley recently unveiled
legislation aimed at tackling America’s rising maternal
mortality rates, particularly among Black mothers,
among whom death rates related to childbirth and pregnancy are highest.
Called the “Maximizing Outcomes for Moms through Medicaid Improvement and
Enhancement of Services,” or
“MOMMIES Act,” comprises
two bills: Pressley’s legislation,
which will be brought through Ayanna Pressley
the House, and a companion bill from New Jersey
Senator and presidential candidate Cory Booker,
which he reintroduced this week.
“Maternal justice is about ensuring that every momto-be is listened to and treated with dignity and respect
during and after childbirth,” Pressley said in a release.
“The MOMMIES Act would do just that by promoting a
community-based, holistic approach to maternal care
that recognizes current disparities in healthcare and
critical environmental factors impacting communities.”
The MOMMIES Act would also increase women’s
access to primary care and women’s health providers,
and includes increased access to community doula
and midwife care, which some studies have shown
can reduce high-risk (cesarean and preterm) births.
—Source: theRoot.com

A F R I C A N

North Central Service Club scholarship winners

These 11 young ladies recently received scholarships from
the North Central Service Club, Inc. during its 44th annual
scholarship luncheon, held at the Four Points SheratonMilwaukee North, 8900 N. Kildeer Court in Brown Deer.
They are front row seated, left to right: Kia Williams (Washington), Mia Rimmer (Rufus King), Darkiria Davis (North),
I’zariah Ali (Messmer), Endia Anthony (Marshall); standing,
left to right: Aaliya Evans (Vincent), Dione Javius (Hamilton),
Samiah Taylor (High School of the Arts), Jamiya Washington
(Golda Meir), Nia Collins (Pulaski), and Ceria McGlothian (Ronald Reagan). Not
pictured is Malyun Ali (Bradley Tech). —Photos by Yvonne Kemp
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Milwaukee Brewers stars Christian Yelich and Ryan Braun lead their teams
celebration after beating the New York Mets at Miller Park recently. The
Brewers are currently in the midst of a nine game winning streak.
—Photo by Yvonne Kemp
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Employ
Milwaukee CEO
Willie Wade steps
down admidst
fraud charges

A M E R I C A N

Elder Annette Lewis and her husband Minister Gregory Lewis (far left, and second from
left respectfully) of Pastor’s United pose with recipients of the faith organization’s awards
at its annual dinner gala and awards banquet held recently at Abundant Faith Church of
Integrity, 7830 W. Good Hope Road. The recipients are (left to right front row): Sheila Payton (winner of the Nathan Conyers Lifetime Service Award), Ald. Milele Coggs (Leadership
Award), Wisconsin Black Historical Society/Museum founder Clayborn Benson, III (Leadership Award); Ald. Russell Stamper, II (Leadership Award), State Rep. Kalan Haywood,
II (keynote speaker); (left to right back row): William “Earl” Butler (Leadership Award), and
brothers Vedale and Darrel Hill (Cultural Arts Award). The late journalist Gregory Stanford
was posthumously honored with the Cultural Arts Award. He was the co-owner of Azyha
Fine Art Gallery. —Photo by Yvonne Kemp

N E W S P A P E R

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff
Employ Milwaukee CEO Willie Wade
has been placed on leave after it was
learned he is under investigation for allegedly accepting a $30,000 bribe from
a downtown strip club. Wade is accused
of falsely negotiating on behalf of an
unnamed Milwaukee alderman.

The bribe was allegedly in exchange for securing an affirmative vote for licenses to allow Silk
Exotic Strip Clubs to open a new downtown
Wade
venue.
According to an indictment filed in the U.S. District Court in the Eastern
District of Wisconsin Wednesday, Wade has been charged with three counts
of wire fraud.
Sources note between April and May of 2017, more than a year prior to his
appointment as Employ Milwaukee’s CEO (succeeding Earl Buford), Wade
allegedly conducted a plot to defraud a representative of Silk Exotic strip
clubs as that business was seeking licensing for the downtown location. That
location opened in 2018.
The indictment reveals Wade, a former Milwaukee alderman, claimed to
be working on behalf of an unnamed city alderman and accepted $30,000
from the Silk representative purportedly in exchange for the support of the
alderman, who the indictment notes was unaware of what Wade was doing.
It has been learned the unnamed alderman is Khalif Rainey. He was identified in a sealed affidavit as “Alderman B.” The affidavit was in support of
a federal search warrant, which was filed in April 2017.
(continued on page 7)

SURVEY:
Majority of Black MKE
residents support
educational options

By Mikel Holt

An overwhelming majority of Black Milwaukeeans support educational
options and have unfavorable opinions of the public school system, a new
survey specifically conducted of likely African American voters has revealed.
The unprecedented survey also reveals crime and violence are the top concerns of Black voters, taking precedence over jobs and health care.
Education is a distant fourth, followed by infrastructure (improvements).
The survey, of which the Community Journal was able to secure a copy of,
was conducted by a nationally recognized data collection firm, Remington
Research Group. The Community Journal was provided the survey data by a
third party. Over 800 likely African American voters were surveyed, and the
data was broken down by aldermanic districts, income and education.
Interestingly, while 55% of the survey participants believe per pupil spending on K-12 education in Milwaukee was too low, that percentage decreased
among lower income participants, despite the fact that a majority of local students are economically disadvantaged.
Higher income Black Milwaukeeans generally believe per pupil spending
was too low.
The survey responses on education may not arouse a response from local
educrates who seem apathetic to the concerns of African Americans, but data
showing strong unfavorable opinions of MPS may provide the excuse state
Republican lawmakers need to justify continued discussions about revamping

(continued on page 7)

PULSE OF

QUESTION OF THE WEEK: “Do you believe the expansion of the city’s streetcar
(‘The Hop’) up Martin Luther King Drive (Bronzeville area) will lead to greater eco nomic development for that part of the Black community? Why or why not?”

THE COMMUNITY

Alika Hope, a resident of
Connecticut, has been
named Ms. New England
America 2019 by the Ms.
America® pageant, Inc.
Alika is co-founder and
president of “The Ray of
Hope Project,” which works
with organizations across
the U.S. to address issues
Alika Hope
of social justice through
music and dialogue. Hope holds a B.A. from the
University of Notre Dame and M.A. from Columbia
University. She is a soror of Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc.
Hope is an actress and singer who has performed
nationally. She’s a co-host of “CT Perspective TV”
which airs on a Fox affiliate. As Ms. New England
America 2019, Hope is available to sing the National Anthem and God Bless America at community
and sports events upon request.
—Source:blacknews.com

L A R G E S T

Faith group presents awards for leadership, service, the arts

Photos and question by Yvonne Kemp

First Black Woman Crowned
Ms. New England America

W I S C O N S I N ’ S
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“I think The Hop
will help to increase the economic
development in
the Black comLORRAINE
munity because
GILL
the MLK area is
slowly being upgraded. More businesses are coming forward!”

“Yes, the MLK
area is on the
rise. A lot of
great businesses
are in this area.
Economic develJAMES
opment will
GILL
come around
slowly, but it has great potential!”

“This would be a
great economic
development for
our Bronzeville
area. With the
new businesses
on MLK Drive, it
can only help!”

DALILAH
WILLIAMS

“With ‘The Hop’
going north on
Dr. MLK Drive, it
covers a lot of
great businesses
from the Fiserv
DUANE
Forum to MalADAMS
one’s (Sausages)
and to all of the other businesses on
MLK Drive. This is a no brainer!”
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MHSI and Molina
Healthcare to
host “Lullaby
Community Baby
Shower” May 11

Milwaukee Health Servicesm Inc. (MHSI) and
Molina Healthcare will host “Lullaby Community
Baby Shower to Highlight Mother’s Day” Saturday,
May 11. The event will take place at the MLK Heritage Health Center location at 2555 N. MLK Drive
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Special guest will include Black Health Coalition
of Wisconsin (BHCW) President Dr. Patricia Mc-

Manus, comedian Kelly Kellz, singer Jackie Caldwell, DJ Cheerio and Jammin 98.3 Radio personality Andrea Williams.
Participants will have the opportunity to receive
immunizations, and screenings for lead, breast and
cervical cancer, and dental.
Educational sessions will be available on safe
sleep, infant mortality, fatherhood involvement, car
seat installation, Vroom, nutrition and breast feeding.
Exhibitors, representing community-based health
and social services agencies will be attending the
event. MHSI’s physicians, clinicians and benefit coordinator will be on hand to answer health and insurance related questions.
The community baby shower has attracted community support through monetary donations, as well
as baby clothes and larger items that will be raffled
at the end of the event for those moms and dads attending. Healthy foods and beverages will be served
at the event.
MHSI is a Federally Qualified Health Center
working to reduce infant mortality rates in the central city and serves patients and their families by
promoting education and participating in supportive
services that focus on reducing health disparities.
The mission of MHSI is to provide accessible,
quality primary and related health care services to
Milwaukee residents, with the continuing emphasis
on medically-underserved families and individuals.
MHSI provides quality healthcare services through
two sites; the Martin Luther King, Jr. Heritage
Health Center at 2555 N. Dr. Martin Luther King
Drive and Isaac Coggs Heritage Health Center at
8200 W. Silver Spring Drive.

“COME JOIN
OUR TEAM!”
MCSO is Seeking
Applicants for
Correctional Officer
Positions

During National Corrections Officers Week, taking
place now until May 11th, the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) is encouraging members of the community, including residents from communities of color,
to apply for the position of Correctional Officer.
Successful candidates should expect to be assigned to
one of three shifts and work some holidays, weekends,
and overtime.

Individuals must successfully complete our training
program and be at least 19 years of age.
Successful candidates should possess a high school
diploma or equivalent and be of good moral character.
College course work in law enforcement, criminal justice,
psychology, sociology, education or social work is preferred.
Persons convicted of a felony and not pardoned, will
not be considered for appointment. The starting salary is
$18.53 to $21.29 per hour plus benefits. For additional
information and to apply visit our website at
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Sheriff.
President Ronald Reagan was the first president to recognize the great and sometimes extremely difficult work
of those in the corrections profession. Correction officers
are critical to the day to day operations of correctional facilities.
On May 5, 1984 Reagan issued Proclamation 5187, as
National Corrections Officers Week.
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Milwaukee Urban League holds Youth Leadership Summit

Dr. Eve Hall, president and CEO of the Milwaukee Urban League (seated in the center) joins teen participants for a
photo op during the recently held Youth Leadership Summit 2019 event at Harley-Davidson. The focus of the summit
was enterpreneurship and financial readiness. The youth heard from a number of speakers who own or work for
companies involved in a variety of ventures.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Local students to be
awarded the
Milwaukee’s Finest
Scholarship at
City Hall

Is Your Tween
Ready for a
Cell Phone?

Illustration courtesy of Pixabay

Children these days are so lucky. With so many
fancy gadgets that come out on a regular, it’s almost
impossible to keep tabs on it all. What’s even more
harder (at least for me) is having to front the bill on
most of these electronic devices.

Now-a-days, children seem to have these items right at their fingertips.
Whether it be an iPad, iPod, cell phone, tablet or laptop, these little devices
are essential to this current generation’s existence.
So, when it comes to rules and responsibilities with having such innovative
gadgets, how are you enforcing the safety and responsibility of your child’s
usage? Of course, you don’t want to crowd their space with their phones and
computers, but there has to be some sort of boundary, if there isn’t one already. Putting these rules and responsibilities in place can be very beneficial
to your child’s self-discipline. Since phones can be tempting with social media
and music apps a little regulation is also healthy for your tween’s overall wellbeing, which is why its important to guide them through their first phone.
If you remember briefly in MCJ’s 2018 The Year of the Child, we broke
down, what some people don’t realize is very important in a child’s growth
process, the brain development. The brain is obviously one of the most important component’s in the human body, right alongside the heart. At the age
children begin to want phones and other hand held devices it may actually be
a bad idea to give into those requests too soon. Why? That is because the prefrontal cortex is not fully developed until the mid-20s. Caving in to the wishes
and wants of preteens and middle schoolers only enables the lack of impulse
control they need to make responsible decisions.
Now, this isn’t to say that your middle schooler should never have any electronic devices until they turn 20. I mean, that’s pretty much social suicide.
However, if they must be gifted with such coveted gadgets, it is nice to have
a few things in line prior to granting them all access. Here are a few things
that will make this phone transition a little easier.
1. Don’t Give Your Tween a Phone Too early
Phones are given for communication purposes. Unless your child is around
some really irresponsible people, try to hold off on adding to you and your
child’s life equation. Especially if your child is around you or a responsible
adult on a regular basis. When they begin to stay after school or hangout with
friends, it would be a great time to reconsider.
2. Set Restrictions for Screen time
Even I know how time consuming scrolling down a timeline can be. You
see one post and then you “like” it. Before you know it, you know what your
aunt had for dinner and what your best friend is doing on her day off. It can
be very hard to disconnect from the social media world. Setting restrictions
for screen time is great for clearing the mind of all the things to be seen online.
Doing so can also save a trip to the eye doctor because staring at a screen for
long periods of time can really take a toll on your vision.
3. Teach Your Child About Sexting/Pornography
Studies show that whether you like it or not, your child can be exposed to
pornography as early as the age of 8. They are also more likely to snap pictures of their private parts and send them to peers, as early as 5th grade. This
can soon lead to early sexual relations and so much more. Teaching your child
that pornography is not for children and not the most accurate way to shed
light on honest and intimate love can prevent them from exploring on the
world wide web. It is also important to stress that once something has been
sent virtually or digitally, it can never be erased. Sending sexual pictures and
sexting can be prevented if communicated correctly about the dangers of
doing such things.
4. Last but Not Least, Trust
With all of the crazy things that are happening in the world, it can be hard
to trust your child’s better judgement when it comes to having access to such
stories and footage. While this can be troubling, trusting that your child will
always make the most responsible decision is one thing that can make this
phone process much easier. I always say that communication is key in ANY
relationship. As long as the communication is open on both ends. This transition should be such a breeze!
Paishance Welch
Tweens, Teens & Young Adults

On Friday, May 17, at 6:30 p.m., The Milwaukee’s Finest Scholarship Foundation
(MFSF), in partnership with several local businesses and community organizations, will award
graduating seniors with the Milwaukee’s Finest
Scholarship in the amount of $1,000 each.
Nearly 100 students applied to be a Milwaukee’s Finest Scholar, but only 15 students were

selected, making it one of the most competitive
scholarships in Milwaukee County this year.
“As a Milwaukee native who graduated from
Milwaukee Public Schools in 2013, I’ve witnessed first hand the lack of financial resources
for deserving students who desire an education
after their high school career,” explained Jerel
Ballard, Founder of Milwaukee’s Finest.
“It’s important that we continue to uplift foundations like Milwaukee’s Finest to encourage
our youth regardless of their zip code or financial status.”
Students were selected by a Scholarship Review Panel consisting of local parents, educators, college students, and business owners.
During the ceremony, honored students will
receive a signature glass award with their name

Powerful Book For Young Black Boys
Celebrates 25 Years With a Pledge to
Get 1 Million New Readers
NATIONWIDE — Jerald LeVon
Hoover is the published author of a
Young Adult (YA) title, one of a few
books targeted toward young Black
and Brown boys ages 12 and up, My
Friend, My Hero.
This novella has become a staple,
as recommended reading in elementary through high schools across the
country and around the world.
That is a distinct honor Hoover
shares with a short list of AfricanAmerican male YA authors including: Walter Dean Myers, Kevin
Powell, Kwame Alexander, and
Ralph Burgess.
My Friend, My Hero is celebrating
its 25th anniversary with a commemorative edition that includes an addendum of book discussion questions
and now available; a full curriculum
with a companion Student Success
Guidebook, Teacher’s Guide, and
Unit Assessments containing lesson
plans.
The goal is to promote Social and
Emotional Learning (SEL) in the
classroom by providing strategies for
students to make better choices and
gaining much needed confidence to
support unleashing their inner greatness.
Hoover states, “Exposing Black
and Brown children to a barrage of
negative imagery and expecting their
positive self-image to remain intact
is ridiculous, insensitive, unjust, and
unfair.”
Hoover then adds, “Young Black
and Brown men are focused, gifted,
driven, intelligent, and masterful at a
host of other talents besides rap

music and competitive sports; of
which carries no shame, but we have
other skill sets of significant influence.
We are men of honor and integrity,
regardless of whether we are born
into poverty or wealth. But how can
young Black and Brown men, or men
of any race for that matter, define
themselves and live up to their full
potential if they only receive distorted representations?”
Hoover continues, “My Friend,
My Hero is intended for ALL
YOUTH (race and gender), but I
gave the spotlight to young, Black
and Brown males because of the dire
need for young Black and Brown
men to have access to more positive
representations of themselves to
which they can relate.”
Celebrating 25 years in print, My
Friend, My Hero, is the first in the
acclaimed The Hero book series by
Jerald LeVon Hoover. Other titles are
He Was My Hero, Too, A Hopeful
Hero, and Hoop Hero. The novella
took nine years to get published after
forty rejections and sixty drafts.
About the Book
Bennett Wilson has the world at
his fingertips as one of the top basketball players in New York State
who is destined to lead Mount Vernon High School to the state championship for the first time.
Many of the nation’s top colleges
are already reaching out, eager to
sign him to their roster. Scholarships
are guaranteed.
Still young, Bennett is used to fan-

engraved on it, a congratulatory certificate from
the Mayor of Milwaukee, the scholarship monetary award, and the title of being selected as a
2019 Milwaukee’s Finest Scholar.
The Office of the Mayor will present the Milwaukee’s Finest Scholarship Foundation with a
proclamation during the award ceremony. This
event is free and open to the public.
About the scholarship
Founded in 2016 by Jerel Ballard at the age of
21, The Milwaukee’s Finest Scholarship Foundation has grown tremendously throughout the
City of Milwaukee.
Since its inception, more than $30,000 have
been allocated towards scholarships for students
who come from low-income backgrounds. The
average donor for the foundation is only $25.

fare and eagerly anticipating his rise
to fame and fortune. Yet, all is not as
it appears.
Strife and difficulties plague Bennett’s personal life. Growing up in
Mount Vernon, he is the son of a single mother and the oldest of three,
sharing a tiny apartment in the tough
inner-city projects. Life is a struggle.
Bennett knows his ticket to freedom
is through basketball and academic
excellence.
hanks to the support of his loyal
friend Kirby and a budding romance
with Tara, he pursues his dreams and
refuses to get caught up in the fast
life of the streets.

Things change when Bennett
learns his mother’s health is failing.
She has fallen far behind on the rent,
and they face eviction. The weight of
responsibility falls on Bennett’s
shoulders, just as trouble and the
troublemakers appear. Fast money
seems to be the only option. Will
Bennett try to help his family and
risk ruining his future? Will Bennett
finally succumb to the dangers and
temporary comfort of the street life
he has fought so hard to avoid? And
if he give in, what will it cost him?
Purchase the book on Amazon or
learn more at https://theherobookseries.com

RELIGION
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“Every word of God is pure; He is
a shield unto them that put their
trust in him.”—Proverbs 30:5

5 facts about the religious
lives of African Americans
By David Masci,

courtesy of pewresearch.org, posted February of 2018

Religion, particularly Christianity, has played an outsize role
in African American history.
While most Africans brought to
the New World to be slaves were
not Christians when they arrived,
many of them and their descendants embraced Christianity,
finding comfort in the Biblical
message of spiritual equality and
deliverance.
In post-Civil War America, a
burgeoning black church played
a key role strengthening African
American communities and in
providing key support to the civil
rights movement.
Here are five facts about the religious lives of African Americans.
1 Roughly eight-in-ten (79%)

African Americans self-identify
as Christian, as do seven-in-ten
whites and 77% of Latinos, according to Pew Research Center’s 2014 Religious Landscape
Study. Most black Christians and
about half of all African Americans (53%) are associated with
historically black Protestant
churches, according to the study.
Smaller shares of African
Americans identify with evangelical
Protestantism
(14%),
Catholicism (5%), mainline
Protestantism (4%) and Islam
(2%).
2 The first predominantly
black denominations in the U.S.
were founded in the late 18th century, some by free black people.
Today, the largest historically

black church in the U.S. is the
National Baptist Convention
U.S.A. Inc.
Other large historically black
churches include the Church of
God in Christ, the African
Methodist Episcopal Church
(AME), and two other Baptist
churches – the National Baptist
Convention of America and the
Progressive National Baptist Association Inc.
3 African Americans are
more religious than whites and
Latinos by many measures of religious commitment.
For instance, three-quarters of
black Americans say religion is
very important in their lives,
compared with smaller shares of
whites (49%) and Hispanics

FIRST
SUNDAY

The NEW MCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s
Faith-Based Community

Sunday has its
own newspaper

(59%); African Americans also
are more likely to attend services
at least once a week and to pray
regularly.
Black Americans (83%) are
more likely to say they believe in
God with absolute certainty than
whites (61%) and Latinos (59%).
4 The share of African Americans who identify as religiously
unaffiliated has increased in recent years, mirroring national
trends. In 2007, when the first
Religious Landscape Study was
conducted, only 12% of black
Americans said they were religiously unaffiliated — that is,
atheist, agnostic or “nothing in
particular.”
By the time the 2014 Landscape Study was conducted, that
number had grown to 18%.
As with the general population,
younger African American adults
are more likely than older African
Americans to be unaffiliated.
Three-in-ten (29%) African
Americans between the ages of
18 and 29 say they are unaffiliated compared with only 7% of
black adults 65 and older who say
this.
5 Older African Americans
are more likely than younger
black adults to be associated
with historically black Protestant churches. While 63% of the
Silent Generation (born between
1928 and 1945) say they identify
with historically black denominations, only 41% of black Millennials say the same. (When the
survey was conducted in 2014,
Millennials included those born
between 1981 and 1996.)

In Memorial

St. Catherine School to hold
conversation on trauma,
resilience and healing

St. Catherine School will hold a gallery walk and student-led conversation about trauma, resilience and healing on Thursday, May 9, at the school, located at2647 N.
51st St. The event is called, “Dear Tragedy.”
The school invites the public to celebrate with them the
resiliency of their youth by reading their stories and contributing to a conversation that continues to encourage
healing.
The event will be held twice, 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Brentwood COC youth group
to hold car show June 15
A youth organization at Brentwood Church of Christ called the

Y.E.S. Group, will be holding its 4th annual Car Show June 15,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., in the church’s parking lot at 6425 N.
60th St. There will be a “50/50 Raffle,” music, food and (of

course) lots, and lots of vintage cars that have been lovingly

restored by auto aficianados from the community. For more information, contact Worley Hamilton at (414) 358-1926.

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sincere concern at your time of need. Offering pre-need, at need and after-care
services to families in Milwaukee, Racine,
Kenosha and other communities
throughout our state.

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

If you have news about your church
and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Weekend Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOURNAL. This new focus joins the Weekend Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance).
Below is the list of things we would
like you to include when sending us
your news! Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
We look forward to hearing from you
and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious event are you
holding or sponsoring at your church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the person or
group, in or outside the church, who will benefit)

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53218
Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford
& Frazier

Racine
800 Barker St.
Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400
Fax: (262) 637-6416

PERSPECTIVES
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“You must never be fearful
about what you are doing
when it is right!
—Rosa Parks

Biden over Booker or Harris?: Why Black voters
may have to check their allegiances in 2020
We were happy about seeing women
and people of color running in the
2020 election, but white guys are
again leading the polls. Still that
doesn't mean we should throw in the
towel
By Blue Telusma-courtesy of thegrio.com, posted April 2019

Ever since Donald
Trump’s shocking win in
the heated 2016 election,
Democrats, Independents, and Republicans
with a conscience —
have all found themselves increasingly
alarmed by the foolishness taking place in the
Oval office, and set their
eyes on 2020.

As for who the Democratic
candidate will be still remains to
be seen, but many of us hoped
that it would be a woman and/or
a person of color. Given the president’s penchant for normalizing
white supremacist rhetoric it only
made sense that this story would
culminate in a minority coming
forward to save the day.
But with just over 18 months
left before America casts its ballot, some of us are having to
come to terms with the reality that
we may not end up having the
fairytale happy ending that we’d
hoped. And that the person who
gets us out of this mess may end
up looking eerily similar to the
jackhole who got us into it.

The Booker and Harris
conundrum
It’s clear to anyone following
politics that Sen. Cory Booker
has not only welcomed, but at
times perhaps even courted, the
perception that he’s been a rising
star in the Democratic party the
last few years.
At 50, Booker looks a good ten
years younger than his age, is a
masterful wordsmith, and despite
not having a Michelle equivalent
by his side, used to be touted
pretty shamelessly as, “the next
Obama.”

THE
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But over time the public started
to see his mask slip a bit, and just
as quickly as he gained favor in
the Black community, his veneer
cracked. And in recent months,
Booker has been met with accusations of being disingenuous and
dare I say it — corny. And I don’t
mean corny in the endearing way
either, but more so in the, “You’re
trying too hard, relax homie” kind
of way.
Then there was Sen. Kamala
Harris, the quick witted, former
D.A whose bravery in the face of
bigotry and meme worthy sideeyes made her a viral sensation
amongst older Black people and
millennials alike. For many of us,
her strength and grace under fire
made her seem like the perfect
candidate.
Unfortunately for Harris, soon
after she announced her candidacy (on Martin Luther King Day
no less), Black Twitter started
pulling up receipts about her track
record as a lawmaker in California and quickly surmised that
while her campaign relied heavily
on our community’s support, her
policies weren’t always kind to
our community itself.
And just like that, her approval
ratings (understandably) took a
hit, with misogynists everywhere
seizing this as a chance to unleash
their disdain for Harris’ gender
while hiding behind those of us
who actually had legitimate reservations about her politics.
To be fair, both Booker and
Harris have confronted those who
slam them for being inauthentic
and/or problematic opportunists
pandering to the Black vote. But
like most things these days, perception is still reality. And with
each day, their chances of beating
the Trump seem slimmer and
slimmer.
In fact, according to MSNBC,
despite the public’s rallying cry
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Joe Biden

for more diversity in politics, Joe
Biden, Beto O’Rourke and Bernie
Sanders are all leading in polls
ahead of their Black and/or female opponents.

Just another old
white guy
After months of refusing to
confirm the obvious, last week
the former vice president Joe
Biden, finally announced his candidacy for President.
In his first official campaign
video “Uncle Joe” looked
healthy, rosy cheeked and earnest
as he called out Trump’s tyranny
and vowed to bring this country
back to the values it once held
dear.
Some people saw this and applauded, while others rolled their
eyes and made snarky comments
about the mini scandal that
erupted weeks earlier about
women coming forward to complain about how touchy feely the
former veep was.
In response to the backlash
Biden addressed the critics, said
he took full accountability for his
missteps, vowed to do better, and
even issued yet another apology
to Anita Hill for the way he epically failed her during her battle
against Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas.
Whether you like the man or
not, his response was exactly
what we often say we want from
our politicians. Yet the unwavering dismissal from many in the
Black community felt almost akin
to the “I guess I’m with her,” sentiments directed to Hillary Clinton in 2016.
And while those memes were
funny, and I even personally
agreed with the sentiment at
times, in retrospect I find myself
asking, “What did that really accomplish?”
Sure we called out Hilary for
being a career politician, but our
quick wit and wig snatching digs
still got us Trump.
And so now, two years, and a
ton of crimes against humanity
later, I am no longer laughing at
the Biden jokes and instead find
myself grappled with fear that
Democrats — Black voters in
particular — will be too busy
calling Booker corny, cussing out
Harris for her track record, and
making jokes about Biden being
a creepy old grandpa to actually
get us the win we so desperately
need.
This isn’t the time to be funny
or impress your timeline with
droll observations about how, if
we vote for Biden, we’d just be
switching out one “old white
guy” for another.

Cory Booker

It also isn’t the time to vote
symbolically for people who look
like you but don’t stand a chance
in hell of winning on your behalf.
Instead, what we more intelligently could be focused on is
strategy, laser focus, and unshakable execution — the very things
that helped the GOP win last
time, even though they were
pushing a candidate whose intelligence is questionable and who
many suspect only ran for president for bragging rights and a tax
write-off.

So what’s the answer?
In a world where the women
and Black people running for office are slipping in the polls and
white men of varying qualifications are getting much more press
than some of them deserve (or
know what to do with) it may feel
to many people of color that
we’re already screwed and
doomed to a repeat of 2016.
But I’m here to tell you that’s
not the case.

Kamala Harris

Instead of basing your decision
on optics or familiarity, I would
wholeheartedly encourage everyone to put aside their emotional
allegiances and approach this objectively. If you’re not sure how
to do that, no worries. I made you
a list.
First ask yourself whose platform speaks most to what you
care about. And please note I said
“most” because it’s highly unlikely that any candidate will
make you completely happy.
Then keep an eye on the polls,
candidate profiles (both televised
and written), upcoming debates,
and campaign rally videos. Use
these data points to assess who is
gaining momentum versus who is
starting to slip.
Also be willing to honestly
admit who you — even if begrudgingly — think has the best
chance of not only winning the
primaries but also beating Trump
in the election.
And once you’ve done this intelligent analysis of the landscape

before you, then cast your vote
for who you feel is the wisest investment. Even if it’s someone
you wouldn’t personally invite
over your house for dinner.
What I just outlined above is a
completely accessible way for
just about anyone to be engaged
and do their part this election season. But the days of casting uninformed/emotional ballots, or
choosing not to vote at all, are behind us. Quiet as it’s kept, a lot of
Republicans cannot stand Trump,
yet because their party — at times
unscrupulously — is more focused on victory than clever banter, they still successfully got him
over the finish line.
And as much as I hate to admit
it, if we stand any chance of beating this man child who lied his
way into the White House, we’re
gonna have to beat his base at
their own game.
Before I end this, I also want to
point out, while Biden and
Sanders are currently in the lead,
I think it is irresponsible to speak
in absolutes about who we plan
to, (or refuse to), vote for this
early in the game.
Because the truth is, many liberals and independents who are
civically engaged, are gonna vote
for whoever isn’t Trump anyways.
So I’m not personally invested
in pushing anyone in a direction
they’re uncomfortable with. All
I’m asking is that we stop undermining the efforts of those seeking to dethrone #45, chill out on
the snark against our own, and instead amp up the information
sharing and advocacy to get people to the polls.
This election is not a joke. We
can all laugh after we win.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SIGNIFYIN’ will return
next week!

Reader responds to Habari Gani story on pastor
who kicked grade school girls out of Christian
school because they were born out of wedlock
Mr. Wilson, have you no
decency sir? Per the article (Ohio Mother Says Her
Kids Were Kicked Out of
School For Being Born Out
of Wedlock—May1, 2019
edition of MCJ) "Summer
Grant’s daughters Summara and Summaia, who
were fourth and second
graders, went to Chapel
Hill Christian School for
years." And now with 30
days left in the school year
you boot them out by way
of an arbitrary and capricious decision? Where do
you come off snooping into

a person's private life and
where does that power
come from?
I also noticed (via the
school’s website) that your
entire staff is caucasian. Is
this one of your "many"
reasons? What does it
matter if the children were
born with different fathers?
Why are you punishing
them for circumstances
that are beyond their control?
From the video Summara
and Summaia appear to be
well behaved and educated children.

Their mother has done a
fine job along with the
school as well. I don't
know the marital history of
Summer Grant nor is it any
of my business, but how
dare you charge her with
adultery? What evidence
have you presented?
And who appointed you
to do so? Re-admit the
children immediately sir
and then pray for forgiveness during this Holy
Week.
You and the school will
be all the better.
Joe Bialek

The Milwaukee Community Journal May 8, 2019 Page 6

Survey reveals Black Milwaukeeans
support educational options
(continued from front page)

the school district.
The survey revealed twice as many Black voters view
MPS unfavorably as did those who view it favorably,
47% to 24%. And that unfavorable impression was consistent among survey participants of all educational levels
but was significantly higher for Black Milwaukeeans
with bachelor’s degrees.
The higher the income, the more unfavorable the percentage, with over 60% of those making over $50,000 expressing dissatisfaction with MPS.
Those educational snapshots no doubt fed the strong
support for educational options—school choice.
Not surprisingly, the lower the income, the larger the
support for school choice, with 49% of those making over
$75,000 expressing support, while 65% of low-income
voters approved of the programs, which allow parents to
opt their children out of public schools to attend charters
and private schools with redirected state funds.
The success of many private and nearly all non-instrumentality charters serving lower income African American students no doubt fueled the support as much as
dissatisfaction with MPS.
The success of many “choice” schools was obviously
a strong appeal to Black families, despite attacks on the
schools by many Democrats and the teachers’ union.
Earlier this week, US News and World Report magazine listed Carmen Charter School as the top school in
the state of Wisconsin.

The only other Milwaukee high school to make the top
ten was Ronald Reagan; a college bound MPS school
with admission requirements that lock out most African
American students.
According to the most recent state Department of Public Instruction “report card,” two of the top five schools
in the state were Milwaukee College Prep charters.
Thought nonsensical to most, it is expected the local
teachers’ union will pressure the school board to terminate contracts with all non-instrumentality charters, including Carmen and Milwaukee College Prep, despite
their unprecedented success in educating low income
children.
Nonetheless, the local teachers’ union (Milwaukee
Teachers Education Association) considers “non-instrumentality charters” a threat to the union because they are
free to employ teachers and staff who are not members
of the union.
Last month, the MTEA was successful in coordinating
the campaigns of five new board members, which means
the union has a significant majority on the school board
and can effectively control its agenda and policies.
Last week, the union issued a series of demands to the
board for higher pay and control over the district finances.
There has yet to be a response from the board.
The survey also revealed that only a slight (one percentage point) believed the city was heading in the right
direction. Black voters believe the greatest threat to the
city is crime.

Wade

(continued from front page)
According to the indictment: “Alderman B was not aware of Wade’s
representations and had never offered
or agreed to accept any bribe.” Silk
Exotic isn’t named in the indictment.
Wade’s administrative leave is
without pay, according to Employ
Milwaukee board chair Don Layden,
who was informed by Wade of the
possible charges about a week ago.
Layden said the city workforce
agency takes its public trust role seriously and that because of its strong
staff, it will be able to continue its
community work.
The mayor’s office has reportedly
not made any comment as of this
writing. Layden said Mayor Tom
Barrett has been kept up-to-date on
the situation and supported the decision to place Wade on leave.
In a statement, Barrett said he was
“shocked” when he learned of the allegations against Wade. He made it
clear he will not tolerate corruption
in government at any level.
--Sources: bizjournals.com and
jsonline.com

CMUB open during
street construction!
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Due to the street construction on Teutonia Avenue
in the vacinity of the popular coffee house/cafe
“Coffee Makes U Black” (CMUB), customers can
use the parking lot of Trinity Baptist Church.
CMUB is located at 2803 N. Teutonia Ave. Trinity is
located next door at 2829 N. Teutonia Ave. Frequent diners and coffee/tea lovers of this community mainstay can continue to support the
business...as well as enjoy the mango tea!

Got something to put in the MCJ? Send it to
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
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