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“This 
year, the 
Milwaukee
Brewers will
make it to
the playoffs
and then the 
World Series.”

AMILCAR 
HERRERA

“The Milwau-
kee Brewers
will definitely
be in the play-
offs—and the
World Series
especially—if
Lorenzo Cain
and Christian Yelich continue to
do their thing.”

IVANNA 
HERRERA

“If the 
Milwaukee
Brewers have
92 wins, 
division (and
National
League)
champi-
onships, World Series here we
come. Victory this season!

LORENZO
HOWARD

“The Brew
Crew will
go all the
way this
season. Go
Brewers!

MARQUIS
MURFF

QUESTION OF THE WEEK: QUESTION OF THE WEEK: 
“What is your prediction for the Milwaukee Brewers for the 2019“What is your prediction for the Milwaukee Brewers for the 2019

Major League Baseball season?Major League Baseball season?

Suspect in Nipsey Hussle 
murder case will be kept safe 
in jail, bail set at $7 million

Now that the man suspected of killing rapper
Nipsey Hussle, Eric Holder, is in the hands of the
LAPD, officials have confirmed that they are
planning to keep him away from anyone that may
want to harm him in retaliation
for the death of the local hero.

On Tuesday evening, he was
transferred into LAPD custody. 

Police are all too aware that
“lots of people don’t like him
right now,” and that tempers
are high while fans and locals
mourn the loss of Hussle. As a
result they are choosing not to put Holder in a sit-
uation that could compromise his ability to make
it to court alive.

On Sunday afternoon, he got into an altercation
with Hussle, who was reportedly at his Marathon
Clothing store in South L.A., to help a friend who
had just been released from jail with some new
clothing, according to TMZ. Police say Holder
and Hussle argued before he left, then returned
with a firearm and fatally wounded Hussle as well
as shooting two others. It is unclear what they ar-
gued over.—Source: thegrio.com

Nipsey Hussle

Janet Jackson Refuses
To Perform At Rock & Roll
Hall Of Fame In Protest 
Of “Leaving Neverland”

Janet Jackson reportedly refused to perform at
the recent Rock & Roll Hall of Fame ceremony
because of HBO’s involvement with the Hall. The
premium cable giant is also behind the controver-
sial “Leaving Neverland” documentary, in which
two men allege her late brother, Michael Jack-
son, sexually abused them as
children. The entertainment
publication, Variety, reports
that a source said Jackson
was siding with her family,
who deny the allegations lev-
elled against Michael. 

Jackson now joins her fa-
mous family in the Hall, as
The Jackson 5 were inducted
in 1997, while Michael, known as “The King of
Pop,” was inducted as a solo artist in 2001. The
ceremony was held at the Barclays Center in
New York. Jackson urged Hall organizers to “in-
duct more women” into the foundation. –Source
EURWeb.com via blackamericaweb.com

Janet Jackson

MPS board 
member loses 
seat to MTEA
backed challenger

Wendell Harris lost his bid to retain his Dist. 2 seat
on the Milwaukee Public School Board of Directors
Tuesday. He lost to Erika Siemsen, who collected 5,338
votes (59.92%) to Harris’ 3,542 votes (39.76%).

Harris, who was the lone incumbent running for a
board seat, was not only running against Siemsen, but
the Milwaukee Teachers Education Association (MT-
EA), the union that represents the district’s teachers.

The MTEA back-
ed a slate of five
candidates for the
board. A number of
them are former
MPS teachers
and/or union offi-
cials. 

The union had
been critical of Har-
ris and his support of educational options other than
public schools, such as charter schools (especially non-
instrumentality charter schools). 

Harris went from MTEA darling to arch-enemy two
years ago when he went against the union’s efforts to
block a successful charter school, Carmen, from inte-
grating with a failing high school, Pulsaski. 

The integration of the two schools allows poor and
minority children to leave traditional—albeit failing—

Data collected in a recent Medical College of Wis-
consin (MCW) study revealed higher rates of cancer in
several Milwaukee ZIP codes that are predominately
Black.

Titled: “Breast and Colorectal Cancer Survival Dis-
parities in Southeastern Wisconsin,” the study uncov-
ered cancer health disparities by race and ethnicity.

The ZIP codes impacted by the higher rates of cancer
where the majority of the population is Black are:
53205, 53206, 53208, 53210, 53213, 53216.

“For the three predominant cancers: breast, prostate
and colorectal,  African Americans are twice more likely
to be diagnosed with those diseases, as well as die,” said
Lauren Matthews, a community program coordinator
for the MCW Cancer Center’s Cancer Prevention and
Outcomes Program (CPOP).

Recently, the CPOP conducted nine focus groups in
the city, and conducted in-depth qualitative interviews
which shined light on topics including individual expe-
riences with cancer screening, knowledge of cancer dis-
parities and what participants believe constitutes a
healthy community.

The group consisted of both cancer survivors and
those who didn’t have cancer. One group consisted only
of men and focused on prostate cancer.

Matthews believes education, biological reasons, and
the quality of care are contributing factors in the higher
cancer disparities in Black ZIP code.

--Sources: WISN.com, Medical College of Wisconsin

Cancer rates
higher in several
African American
city ZIP codes

Milwaukee Brewer Lorenzo Cain slides
home as teammate Ben Gamel watches to
clinch a 5-4 win against the St. Louis Cardi-
nals. At left, Cain celebrates a homerun by
teammate and National League MVP Chris-
tian Yelich. Pictured below are Brewers
players celebrating Cain’s game winning
score with Gatorade. The Brewers took the
2019 opening four-game series against the
“Red Birds” winning three of the four game
series.—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

The Social Development Commission
(SDC) is seeking candidates to run for the
Board of Commissioners post and help fulfill
the agency’s mission to empower Milwaukee
County residents with resources to move be-
yond poverty.

Representing residents in the six districts
SDC serves, elected commissioners become
the voice of people experiencing poverty.
Commissioners influence policies and pro-
grams that impact county residents living in
poverty.

Elected Commissioners are expected to represent their
constituents by attending monthly board meetings and

committee meetings they are assigned to.
“People living in poverty know exactly what

they need to improve their condition,” says
SDC’s CEO George Hinton. “That’s why it’s
critical they’re represented at the highest levels
of this organization. Their voices need to be
heard. We need people in the community to
give us the solutions, not the other way
around.”

The Commission board is comprised of 18
citizens living in Milwaukee County with one-
third representing the public sector, one third
representing the private sector and one-third

representing Milwaukee County’s low-income community.

ELECTIONELECTION
WWAATTCCHH
20192019
THE RESULTSTHE RESULTS

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

(continued on page 5)

SDC seeks candidates to run for Board
of Commissioner post, fight poverty
Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

George Hinton

SAFE AT HOME!SAFE AT HOME!

Brewers slide past
Cards to take opening
series at Miller Park

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

(continued on page 8)

Lori Lightfoot makes 
history winning Chicago
mayor race

Former federal prosecutor Lori Lightfoot easily
won the Chicago mayor’s race Tuesday, earning
support from every part of the city to defeat a
longtime political insider and become the first
Black woman and openly gay person to lead the
nation’s third-largest city.

Lightfoot, who had never
been elected to public office,
delivered a commanding vic-
tory over Toni Preckwinkle,
who served on the City
Council for 19 years before
becoming Cook County
Board president. 

Lightfoot promised to rid City Hall of corruption
and help low-income and working-class people
she said had been “left behind and ignored” by
Chicago’s political ruling class. 

Chicago will become the largest U.S. city to
have a Black woman serve as mayor when Light-
foot is sworn in May 20. She joins  seven other
Black women currently serving as mayors in
major U.S. cities.—Source: thegrio.com

Lori Lightfoot
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In response to what she believes
was a wrongful termination as a Mil-
waukee Public School (MPS) teacher
Beverly Williams is doing more than
just fighting to right the wrongs she
experienced.

She is calling for a formal investi-
gation and audit of MPS for alleged
discriminatory actions against
African American employees, espe-
cially in the area of discipline and
termination.

Williams, who taught in the district
for 20 years, said in a written state-
ment she was terminated on February
15, 2017 from her job as a special ed-
ucation teacher at Lloyd Barbee
Montessori School based, she said,
on acts of racial/disability discrimi-
nation. The former teacher also
claimed she was harassed and retali-
ated against. 

“I was terminated while actively
litigating another discrimination case
against the school district with the
state of Wisconsin Equal Rights Di-
vision,” Williams said in a written
statement outlining her struggles to
get just compensation for discrimina-
tory practices by the district. 

That case involved the principal at
Barbee Montessori who, according to
Williams, committed racially dis-
criminatory acts against her during
her tenure there.

Williams was a special education
teacher for students with emotional,
behavior, and cognitive disabilities at
Barbee Montessori. She sustained a
back injury when a student pulled a
chair away as she was about to sit
down. Williams also had a door
slammed against her back by another
student.

The former teacher claims she was
denied worker’s compensation and
MPS took back more than 40 hours
of sick time with the denial. Williams
retained an attorney and pursued
worker’s compensation, which she
failed to get.

Williams filed another complaint
with the Wisconsin State Equal

Rights Division after her termination
and received a “probable cause” de-
cision which found a number of her
complaints valid, including refusing
to reasonably accommodate a dis-
ability, terminating the employment
of complainant of disability, and ter-
mination of employment of the com-
plainant because of race.

The case was filed in federal court
in January of this year.

Williams’ reason for pushing for
the audit investigation stems from
data she discovered while fighting
her wrongful termination case. The
data revealed deep seated racial dis-
parities in discipline and termination
between African American and
White MPS employees. 

“My wrongful termination was
part of the 116 African Americans
who were terminated from Milwau-
kee Public Schools in 2017,”
Williams said, noting that only 23
Caucasians were terminated during
the same period of time.

The data, which covers a period
between 2010 to 2017, shows termi-
nations and discipline practices are
skewed against African American

employees.
From 2010-2017, 631 African

American MPS employees were ter-
minated, while only 296 White em-
ployees were terminated in that same
period. 

“The disparities in terminated em-
ployees based on race reflects the
bias that has been occurring in Mil-
waukee Public Schools for a period
of time,” Williams stated. 

Williams has also talked with for-
mer employees who have experi-
enced discrimination, harassment
and retaliation based on age, disabil-
ity, as well as race. “There were also

some who were harassed after being
injured and denied worker’s compen-
sation or forced to resign, take leave
or termination.”

The former teacher believes the
data warrants a full investigation and
audit into the practices of Milwaukee
Public Schools regarding fair labor
laws and violations of civil rights
laws. Williams believes her claim of
discrimination against MPS is only
one example of the continuous pat-
tern of violations of civil rights and
fair labor laws occurring in the
largest public school district in Wis-
consin.

Habari GaniLOCAL?
City of Milwaukee Health Department
Marks National Public Health Week
2019

During the week of April 1-7, the City of Milwaukee Health Depart-
ment (MHD) will celebrate National Public Health Week (NPHW).
Since 1995, the first full week in April has been declared a time to
recognize the impact of public health efforts. 

The public invited to participate in daily events and learn about
services and programs

The theme of NPHW, “Creating the Healthiest Nation: For science.
For action.  For health.”, has health departments across the country
raising awareness for the role they play in helping communities un-
derstand how we can work together to build healthier communities
and eventually, the healthiest nation. 

For more information about the City of Milwaukee Health Depart-
ment, visit Milwaukee.gov/health.

Alderwoman Coggs announces
11th Annual Freedom Essay 
Scholarship Contest

Alderwoman Milele A. Coggs is challenging recent Milwaukee
high school graduates to analyze the concept of “freedom” for
the 11th Annual Freedom Essay Scholarship Contest. The
scholarship is open to current and recent high school graduates
from Milwaukee who are college-bound.

The topic for the essay is “freedom,” and it provides graduates
with an opportunity to define what it means to them. They are
encouraged to share their ideas to end prejudice, oppression,
discrimination, sexism and violence, on a global scale. The sug-
gested length of an applicant’s essay is 1,000 words or less.

Applications are being accepted now until the close of busi-
ness on August 9, 2019. One $500 scholarship will be awarded
and the winning essay may be published,  Coggs said.  

Applications are available online at
milwaukee.gov/District6/FSECRegistration. Paper applications
will also be available at city libraries, many high schools and
colleges, and the following are drop-off locations:

• WestCare Wisconsin, Inc. Harambee Community Center, 
335 W. Wright St.
• Northcott Neighborhood House, 2460 N. 6th St.
• Wisconsin Black Historical Society Museum, 
2620 W. Center St.
• Martin Luther King Library, 310 W. Locust St
The contest is open to students who reside in the City of Mil-

waukee and attended a public, private, parochial or home
school, or who participated in a high school correspondence
program in the city.

By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.

Educator’s research during wrongful 
discrimination fight reveals disproportionate 
number of terminations of Black teachers by MPS

Unintentional
Omission
In the Pulse of the Community,
we inadvertently forgot to in-
clude the name of the fourth in-
dividual who answered our
question about “Empire” actor
Jussie Smollett being exono-
rated of the crime of falsifying an
assault report in Chicago. Her
name is FREDA FOWLKES-
BELL. We apologize to Ms.
Fowlkes-Bell for the error.
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The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff Milwaukee Alumni Chapter hosted the renowned Vesper Choir in concert at North Division
High School recently.  The Alumni Chapter, in partnership with the EpsoilonKappa Omega Chapter, Alpha /kappa Alpha Sorority of-
fered a recruitment table for potential HBCUs.  The choir also performed in the evening at Monumental Baptist Church, 2407 W.
North Avenue.  —Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Choir from Historically Black College/University performs at North Division

Study shows 
Instagram can zap
your self-esteem

Could it be? One of the world’s most popular apps has been deemed the
worst app for tweens in the past two years, according to the Royal Society
for Public Health in the UK. 

With over 700,000,000 users worldwide, Instagram’s photo saturated
hosting platform has impacted many user’s health and wellness. This in-
cludes anxiety, depression, self-identity and perspective of body image.
What does this mean? As a parent, caregiver, this means you should be very
concerned. 

Last week, we spoke about how peer pressure & negative influences can
be detrimental to your child’s mental growth and the growth of others.
Negative influences don’t always happen in the classroom. They can also
happen virtually and sad to say, Instagram is one of those many virtual
sources that contribute to negative impact on the mental health and well-
ness of our youth. The biggest influences being with Instagram models,
both male and female. 

It is important to understand that social media, in general, is not a terrible
thing, however, it is when your children are being influenced by photo-
shopped and unrealistic model photos on their social media timeline.
Today’s acceptance is measured by how many ‘like’ and ’comments’ one
can get on any given post. 

A click and a share seem to inspire tweens to behave and or act in a cer-
tain way that normally they would not. 

Photoshopped and altered pics on Instagram can easily make a young girl
feel like her body is not good enough. Young men also have had experi-
ences with being influenced negatively by unrealistic and edited photos.
This starts an irreversible chain of insecurities, low self-esteem and even
depression. 

Unfortunately, this is the cyber world we live in. Connection with self
and with others have become less face to face and more virtually depend-
ent. It has also affected the way we look at others and ourselves. As friends
and family of these social media dependent lovable tweens, we must do our
best to keep their minds filled with positive and encouraging words. 

Many times we see our youth turning to the wrong people for role mod-
els and these people are usually found online. The minute you notice
change in your tweens language, or choice of clothing, maybe tons of make
up or crazy hair cuts, try to get into their mental state and see what’s caus-
ing them to venture off into these new trends. 

By Paishance Welch

Marley Dias, founder of 1000BlackGirlsBooks, was the keynote speaker
at the inaugural State of Wisconsin Girls Summit’ at Alverno College Sat-
urday. The summit brought together thought leaders and inspiring voices
to address issue facing girls in Wisconsin.  Marley, 14, has become a na-
tional celebrity on social media at the White House and United Nations.
She challenges girls to read and to empower themselves through educa-
tion.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Lil
Miss
Author

April is Donate
Life Month
Local teen
gets second
chance at life
thanks to
lung donation

Aaliyah Milledge
When a mysterious illness

brought her to the brink of death,
Milwaukee’s Aaliyah Milledge was
given the gift of life through a dou-
ble lung transplant. 

During Donate Life Month this
April, Versiti Organ and Tissue is
honoring countless donors whose
spirit lives on in others through the
miracle of organ, tissue and eye do-
nation.

This April, Versiti Organ and Tis-
sue is encouraging community
members to indicate their willing-
ness to be organ, tissue and eye
donors through state and national
registries. Throughout Donate Life
Month, we also take time to honor
donors and donor families who have
generously given so that others may
live.

Approximately 2,000 Wiscon-
sinites and 110,000 Americans are
awaiting organ transplants. More
than 138 million people, approxi-
mately 56% of the U.S. adult popu-
lation, are registered organ, eye and
tissue donors. But, until individuals
take the simple step of registering
their willingness to donate, their
wishes won’t be known.

Organ donation gives Aaliyah
a second chance at life

In August 2017, 16-year-old
Aaliyah developed an awful cough
that quickly turned more serious. By
the holidays, she was in the hospital

(continued on page 5)
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“Praise be to the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his
great mercy he has given us new
birth into a living hope through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead,”—1 Peter 1:3

April 21, 2019 is Resurrection
Sunday (Easter). This month, we

want to offer a meditation as we re-
flect on Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion as we praise God for our living
hope which is in Jesus!

On the evening of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion, the Gospel of Luke describes
two disciples who were walking
home on the road to Emmaus from
the events of the weekend (i.e.
Passover and Crucifixion). 

Emmaus is located approxi-
mately seven miles from Jerusalem.
One of the disciples is named
Cleopas. 

While walking along, the two dis-
ciples were discussing what had
happened. 

As they were discussing the
events of the weekend, suddenly,
Jesus joined them on their journey
but they did not recognize who
Jesus was.

As the two disciples and Jesus ar-
rive to the Village of Emmaus, they
encouraged Jesus to remain with
them. 

Jesus had warmed their hearts so
by not only His presence but by

how Jesus explained the Scriptures
to them that they invited Jesus to
stay the evening with them. 

As the group sat down for dinner,
Jesus began to break bread, He
blessed it and gave it to them. 

When Jesus broke the bread per-
haps the men’s eyes were so en-
grossed on the Savior’s nail pierced
hands that they realized suddenly
that this was Jesus Christ of
Nazareth and that He has rose from

the dead! Their Savior was no
longer dead but He was with them! 

Immediately the eyes of the men
opened and they recognized they
were dining with their Messiah!
Jesus then, vanished from their
sight.

Even though Jesus is not physi-
cally on earth today, Jesus’ Spirit is
still with us as Christians all over
the world are able to fellowship
with Him and He with us!

After the startling revelation, the
disciples began discussing the
events that had occurred. Jesus’
method of teaching, “opening the
scriptures,” was so powerful that it
caused the disciples’ hearts to
“burn” within them. 

Excited about this encounter with
Jesus, these men hastily returned to
Jerusalem with the Good News andBIBLICALBIBLICAL

COUNSELINGCOUNSELING
FOR TODAY’SFOR TODAY’S
CHRISTIANCHRISTIAN
FAMILYFAMILY
By Rev. Judith T. Lester,
B.Min., M.Th.

RELIGIONRELIGION

Jesus - Our Living
Hope Through the
Resurrection!

(continued on page 8)
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A pox on American 
elected officials who 
avoid military service
By Richard G. Carter

“This is war. This is not a game of cricket...”Sessue Hayakawa, “The
Bridge on the River Kwai” (1957)

With righteous attention on President Donald Trump surprisingly cleared
of collusion with Russia in the 2016 election -- and his plan to use military
construction funds on a wall to stem illegal immigration at the Mexican border
-- it’s worth noting Trump and many elected officials shamefully never
served.

That said, I detest two-faced, high elected politicians who avoided the
military -- especially those who finessed the Selective Service system. You
know, draft-dodgers. Some prime examples of those who blatantly shirked
their duty are ex-President Bill Clinton, ex-Vice-President Dick Cheney (who
was Secy. of Defense in Gulf War I) and Paul Wolfowitz -- a former hawkish
Deputy Secy. of Defense.

Inasmuch as the President of the United States can lead this nation into
war -- and send young men and women to possibly be killed in the line of
duty -- I would be much more confident in their judgment if our President
has served in the country’s military.

This is why I so admire my great good, friend, former U.S. Rep. Charles
Rangel (D-NY). A volunteer member of the U. S. Army, Rangel was awarded
a Purple Heart and Bronze Star With Valor for his Korean War service the
1950s. Another reason was his annual introduction of a bill in Congress to
bring back the military draft, which I support..

In my case, my oldest son proudly served 20 years as a volunteer member
of the U.S. Navy, and I fulfilled my military obligation as a lieutenant in the
U.S. Army for eight years -- active and reserve -- in the 1960s. As a columnist
with the New York Daily News (1987-91), I spoke out strongly about non-
serving politicos on several occasions.

Which brings me to another good friend -- the celebrated Pete Hamill --
who, along with the late, iconic New York columnist Jimmy Breslin, was the
subject of a wonderful HBO documentary “Breslin and Hamill: Deadline
Artists,” which premiered Jan. 28. Its repeat showings should not be missed.

In a devastating New York Post column on Jan. 18, 1991, Hamill person-
ally agreed in print with one of my columns on the subject.. He took to task
Vietnam dove-turned Persian Gulf hawk Rep. Stephen Solarz (D-Brooklyn);
Sen. Alfonse D’Amato (R-N.Y.); Rep. Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.); Sen. Orrin
Hatch (R-Utah); ex-Defense Dept. official Richard Perle, and Vice President
Dan Quayle.

“Let’s send those ‘tough guys’ Solarz and D’Amato to scare Saddam out
of Kuwait.” Hamill wrote. “What a ferocious group!” He suggested that
“these warlusters -- who all avoided service in Vietnam -- be given guns and

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
You don’t make progress by standing on
the sidelines, whimpering and complain-
ing. You make progress by implementing
ideas!”—Shirley Chisholm
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When a mysterious illness brought her to the
brink of death, Milwaukee’s Aaliyah Milledge
was given the gift of life through a double lung
transplant. 

During Donate Life Month this April, Versiti
Organ and Tissue is honoring countless donors
whose spirit lives on in others through the miracle
of organ, tissue and eye donation.

This April, Versiti Organ and Tissue is encour-
aging community members to indicate their will-
ingness to be organ, tissue and eye donors through
state and national registries. 

Throughout Donate Life Month, we also take
time to honor donors and donor families who
have generously given so that others may live.

Approximately 2,000 Wisconsinites and
110,000 Americans are awaiting organ trans-
plants. 

More than 138 million people, approximately

56% of the U.S. adult population, are registered
organ, eye and tissue donors. But, until individu-
als take the simple step of registering their will-
ingness to donate, their wishes won’t be known.

Organ donation gives Aaliyah a second
chance at life

In August 2017, 16-year-old Aaliyah developed
an awful cough that quickly turned more serious.
By the holidays, she was in the hospital as both
of her lungs were failing. 

She wasn’t getting enough oxygen, and while
doctors couldn’t diagnose her condition, she had
to be placed on life-support

Eventually, doctors determined Aaliyah needed
new lungs. In August 2018, after a month on the
waiting list, a match was found and Aaliyah un-
derwent a double lung transplant. 

The transplant cured her condition and contin-
ues to breathe life into Aaliyah’s future hopes and
dreams.

“To be able to give someone a gift of an organ
and a second chance at life is priceless,” said
Aaliyah’s mom, Jeaniffer. “We’re thankful for her
donor and the precious gift of life they gave us.”

Giving a second chance at life
Versiti Organ and Tissue is dedicated to saving

and extending the lives of patients while caring
for donor families. In 2018, Versiti Organ and Tis-
sue facilitated 238 life-saving organ transplants.

You can make difference by:
Registering to become an organ, tissue and eye

donor; join the Be The Match marrow donation
registry;

Donate blood regularly through Versiti Blood
Center of Wisconsin;

Honor donors and donor families who have
saved lives and improved the quality of life for
others.

For more information and to join the registries,
visit versiti.org.

(continued from page 3)

Local teen gets second chance
at life thanks to lung donation

The Social Development Commission (SDC) is a community action agency
in Milwaukee County. The agency is governed by Wisconsin State Statues
that make SDC the federally designated agency to serve low-income people. 

SDC currently serves over 100,000 people. Since SDC’s inception, it has
grown to operate more than 20 programs with an operating budget of over
$19 million.

To run for a seat on the Board of Commissioners to represent the low-in-
come community, a candidate must be:

• A Milwaukee County resident
• At least 18 years of age
• U.S. Citizen or Legal Immigrant
• Live in the district you wish to represent
Employees of the Social Development Commission, its delegate agencies,

and elected officials are not eligible.
To become a candidate and have your name appear on the ballot, candidates

are required to collect at least 50 signatures from residents in their district.
Candidates are urged to collect at least 50 additional signatures in case of dis-
counted names. Nomination forms used to collect signatures can be picked
up at SDC located at 1780 W. North Ave. between 8 a.. to 5 p.m.

Nomination packets and signatures are due on Monday, April 15 by 5 p.m.
Signatures are to be collected and returned to SDC’s executive department.

On election day Tuesday, May 7, voting will take place from 12 noon to 6
p.m. There will be one voting site for each of the six districts. Polling site lo-
cations to be announced.

(continued from front page)

SDC seeks candidates to run
for Board of Commissioner

(continued on page 8)

      
      

      
      

    
   

    
    

       
     
       
    
     

     
    

      
     

   
   

    
     

 
     

    
 

    
    

     
     

 
      

      
    

 
     

      

    
      

     
      
     

       
     

      
     

    
     

      

     
       

     
    

    
    

     
      

      
     

     

    
   

    
    

     
    
   

    
     

     There IS reason hope
for the future after all!

The young brother impressed me.
A lot.

Not just because he comple-
mented me on my t-shirt which was
detailed with a large photograph of
Tupac. But because when I conde-
scendingly told him that he was too
young to know, much less compre-
hend who Tupac really was, the ex-
tent of his talent and his impact on
a generation (his parents probably
being counted among them), he re-
sponded with supreme confidence
and a bevy of articulated biograph-
ical facts.

Then, when I revealed I once in-
terviewed Tupac, his eyes opened
with curiosity and awe, which faded
when I mentioned that the rapper
had dirty fingernails and burnt fin-
gertips. But his frown quickly
turned to a smile in acknowledg-
ment of what that description im-
plied. 

Those facts did not deflect from
who the rapper was.

To top off the brief—albeit en-
thralling conversation—he declared
matter-of-factly that, “I was born in
the wrong generation,” a reference
that he missed out on the beginning
of the hip-hop era, as well as a gen-
erational cultural shift that provided
a blueprint for today’s society.

Before he could explain himself,
I blurted out: “The Chinese have a
saying: ‘may you be born in excit-
ing times.’ 

“You are lucky to be a part of the
most exciting time in world history,
whether you realize it or not.  You
will be part of a movement that will
change the world for the better.”

I then told him how lucky he was,
and how jealous I was. 

I’ve lived through several gener-
ations, and each had its own high
and low points. Each was exciting
in its own right, but the future may
be the best.

I further said his wisdom at such
a young age—he couldn’t have
been more than 11-years-old—and
his desire to be a change agent, as

pronounced by his respect for
Tupac’s socially conscious poetry,
brought joy to my heart.

“You will be a member of the
‘Talented Tenth’.” 

I confirmed my observation sev-
eral minutes later when I met the
young brother’s mother, who was
supervising the reception for the
Medical College’s Cancer Advisory
Committee held at the Sherman
Phoenix last Thursday.

His mother said the young man
was astonishingly brilliant. He was
a past winner of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. oratory contest and has
keynoted several programs around
the community.

Yes indeed, I was impressed. And
gratified to discover that this young
man would be a leader in the imme-
diate future.

Indeed, I’ve met several young
brothers and sisters of late, all mem-
bers of what we loosely call the Mil-
lennial Generation, who give me
hope for our future.

They may all become the disci-
ples W.E.B. Du Bois named the
“Talented Tenth”—a concept rooted
in the theory that 10% of our com-
munity are destined to lead. Some
will be politicians, or doctors and
lawyers. 

Others will be community lead-
ers. Still others will teach or run
businesses. All will contribute in
various ways to advance our com-
munity; empowering and enriching
our tribe.

Thus, I am confident, that my
generation’s battles for civil rights,
will morph into an empowerment
campaign that will align with a cul-
tural crusade that will focus on our
remaining deficits—silver rights
and education equality and options,
and a cultural renaissance.

But these new leaders must be
armed. Not with guns or incendiary
weapons, but with an acknowledge-
ment and understanding of their
roots, and a keen cognizance of
their history.

They must know and appreciate
the struggles of their ancestors, in-
cluding those whose skeletons line
the floor of the Atlantic Ocean—
proud, free warriors who would
rather die than be chained. 

Equally, the new leaders must
learn and be proud of those who sur-
vived the Middle Passages only to
be victimized by the worse form of
slavery conceived in human history.

The most recent inductees into
the Talented Tenth must empower
themselves through the knowledge
that our ancestors survived the
Maafa, laying the foundation for
this country.

They accomplished so much,
even as our mothers were raped and
our ancestral fathers were tortured,
castrated and psychologically made
impotent.  Those strong enough to
survive the civil war, were emanci-
pated to confront a system of
apartheid that continues to this day.

Thus, the “TT’s” must know why
my generation-- having fought
through the civil rights era-- hate the
sight of the Confederate Flag, the
monuments of the civil war and
“Southern hospitality,” as well as
the racist epithet “nigger” (n-word)
and what they collectively repre-
sent.

The young brother and his peers
must know of the civil rights strug-
gles and the thousands of heroes and
sheroes not named King or Parks.
They must understand why the pub-
lic school systems doesn’t teach
them about the contributions and
great leadership of Martin Delaney,

Frederick Douglass, and Marcus
Garvey. Or, of the latter-day leaders
including H. Rap Brown, Franz
Fanon, Malik El Shabazz (Malcolm
X), Huey P. Newton, Fannie Lou
Hammer, and Shirley Chisholm.

We must encourage them to read
the literature that defined our his-
tory—our Sankofa. There is power
in the words of Dubois, Wright,
Brooks, Hughes, Brown, Baldwin,
Madabuti and Woodson.

Inside the cover of those books
are a sorted history, telling of our
great contributions, but also of our
struggles against oppression. They
will reveal the dozens of Black Wall
Street massacres, as well as the in-
stitutionalization of a new world
(racism) order and paradigm of
White Supremacy.

And, of course, they must appre-
ciate, if not dance to, the music that
originated from our slave cabins:
jazz, blues, R&B, Soul, and Hip
Hop.

In a related category, they must be
taught about those poets who pre-
ceded Tupac and the gangsta rap-
pers and brought forth powerful
messages that inspired and empow-
ered.  Use the internet to liberate
and empower yourself through the
word of Gil Scott Herron, Sonya
Sanchez, the Last Poets and Nikki
Giovanni. They planted the seeds
for young brothers like Milwau-
kee’s own Muhibb Dyer and
Kwabena Antoine Nixon, Dasha
Kelly and Mikey Apollo.

They all sway to the beat of the
African drum, which is the collec-
tive heartbeat of the Motherland.
Yes, young brother, learn the mes-
sage beyond the beat, its link to
Nyame (God) and why we have
rhythm.

Most importantly, the new Tal-
ented Tenth must learn where they
came from, and of the bloodlines
that link them back to the source—
back to the Motherland, the site of
mankind’s origin.

If their parents haven’t taught
them, they must go out and acquire
truth.

Among those lessons they will
discover the first human was of a
Black woman, whom White anthro-
pologists (that makes it reliable, par-
ticularly to those Negroes who

Black communities are definitely
in need of constructive information. We need sources that inform the people, not divide the people. We
need different voices and minds, not new leaders or black Messiahs. We need individuals who are com-
mitted towards togetherness and those who are committed towards uplifting each other. 

It’s easy to criticize and hide behind bogus anger and to pout about who is at fought while getting
nothing accomplished. Our communities are growing in many areas and it’s showing. Our communities
are suffering from an epidemic of selfishness and greed. Some of us, because of their unwillingness, re-
fuse to help others to achieve. Hatred and jealousy needs be treated as if it were a contagious disease.
We must learn to eliminate things that won’t allow us to grow. We must believe in ourselves; commit-
ment over passion, sacrifice over propaganda. Peace —Torre M Johnson Sr / XMEN UNITED LLC

URBAN MYDIALOGUE
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

If it Doesn’t
Help Us
Grow, 
Let it Go

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

(continued on page 8)
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MPS board Director 
Wendell Harris loses seat 
to MTEA backed challenger

CARTER: A pox on 
American elected officials
who avoid military service

began reporting to the eleven disciples what had happened to them on their
way home earlier. 

The Good News these disciples shared was: “It is true! The Lord has
risen!” (Luke 24:34).

Beloved, Christ is not just a historical person who lived many many
years ago, Christ is the living hope for the world today! Just as these dis-
ciples were blessed by Jesus’ presence, we too can find our lives blessed
through our relationship with the risen Lord. 

This week, reflect on how you would describe the living hope you have
in Jesus? What ways does your life show you are keeping Christ alive in
your life? 

End your time of meditation by asking God to present opportunities for
you to offer the hope of salvation of the living God to someone this week.
Permit me to end with B. D. Ackley’s words to the well-known Easter
hymn, “He Lives:” The words of this hymn speak poetically of the cele-
bration of Jesus’ resurrection:

I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today
I know that He is living, whatever men may say.
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need Him, He’s always there.

He Lives, He Lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me, and talks with me 
Along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?
He Lives within my heart!

Next Month: National “Get Caught Reading” Month
————————
General Disclaimer: The writer has used her best efforts in preparation

of this information. No representations or warranties for its contents, ei-
ther expressed or implied, are offered. Neither the publisher nor the writer
shall be liable in any way for readers’ efforts to apply, rely or utilize the
information or recommendations presented herein as they may not be suit-
able for you or necessarily appropriate for every situation to which they
may refer. This information is for educational purposes only. If you would
like to contact Rev. Lester, write to her c/o P.O. Box 121, Brookfield, WI.

(continued from page 4)

Jesus - Our Living
Hope Through the
Resurrection! government (public) schools.

Harris was one of five African Americans to run for a Milwaukee school
board seat. Black board candidates squared off against each other in two races.
Marva Herndon defeated Shyla Deacon to become the representative for Dist.
1. Herndon won by 33 votes. She collected 3,125 votes to Deacon’s 3,098
(both 50%).

In the District 3 board race, Sequanna Taylor defeated Catrina Crane. Taylor
received 4,321 votes (75%) to Crane’s 1,463 votes (25%).

Harris’ defeat leaves the board without any Black males on that governing
body. Mark Sain, was one of two other Black board member on the board.
He did not run for reelection. 

The other, Michael Bonds, stepped down to focus on teaching. He is a pro-
fessor at UW-Milwaukee

There may be a recount in the race for Wisconsin Supreme Court. Brian
Hagedorn defeated Lisa Neubauer…for now. Hagedorn won by the slimmest
of margins, garnering 605,728 votes to 599,768 for Neubauer. 

The 50.2% to 49.8% margin allows a recount if Neubauer asks for one.
Wisconsin law allows for recounts if the race is within one point. If it is within
0.25 points, taxpayers would pick up the tab. If it is above that amount but
lower than one point, the losing candidate must pay for the recount.

As of Wednesday, Neubauer was within the margin where she could ask
for a recount, but her campaign would have to pay for it. 

If a recount is held and Hagedorn wins, his victory would widen the con-
servative majority on the state’s high court (5-2) and ensure liberals couldn’t
win a majority in 2020.

In judicial races in the Milwaukee Metropolitan area, Derek C. Mosley won
another term as Branch 2 judge on the city’s Municipal Court. He garnered
44, 854 votes (98.85%).

Danielle Shelton, an African American assistant public defender, beat in-
cumbent and former Gov. Scott Walker appointee Andrew Jones for the
Branch 40 County Circuit Court judgeship. Shelton received 71,647 votes
(57%) to Jones’ 53,404 votes (43%). 

More diversity is coming to the Village of Brown Deer with the elections
of two African American women to two village positions.

Wanda Montgomery defeated incumbent Carl Krueger for the village pres-
idency. Montgomery garnered 1,553 votes (54%) to Krueger’s 1,338 votes
(46%).

Business woman and UW-Milwaukee instructor Nakia Spencer (who was
profiled in the March 13 edition of the Milwaukee Community Journal) was
one of two candidates to be elected to the Village Board. Spencer received
1,253 votes (28%).—Sources: Election vote totals courtesy of jsonline. In-
formation about Harris courtesy of MCJ’s “Signifyin’ column.

marched off to fight in the desert.” 
Some examples of politicians who did their duty are ex-Secy. of State

Colin Powell and Sens. John McCain, Max Cleland and John Kerry -- all of
whom were in Vietnam. President John F. Kennedy, ex-Sen. Bob Dole and
ex-President George H.W. Bush fought heroically in World War II and suf-
fered grievously. Of course, there were more.

Fair is fair, however and boisterous, bullying Donald Trump is not the
only recent President who failed to serve in the military. Sad to say, ex-
President Barack Obama also did not serve. And like Trump, he easily
could have done so via the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) in col-
lege or, by simply enlisting, as did Rangel.

When my service as a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers began
in 1959, I was married and the father of two children. But admittedly
“gung-ho,” I thought long and hard before declining an offer by a super-
sharp Black company commander to recommend me for parachute school
or Ranger training if I “re-upped.”

How well I recall the redneck White sergeant at Camp A.P. Hill, near Fort
Belvoir, Va., where I was stationed, who, not noticing me among a large
gaggle of shave-tails, mockingly referred to this dark-skinned Black officer
as “Captain Midnight.” That night, I took the sergeant into the company
street and severely reamed him out. He apologized.

As for those who avoided the military, Bill Clinton’s case is most egre-
gious. A stone-cold draft dodger, the disgraced ex-President admitted to a
1969 flirtation with the ROTC to avoid Vietnam -- joining after receiving a
draft notice. He bailed out, suspiciously drew a draft number high enough
to ensure he would never be called, and fled to England..

Of course, some of our greatest Presidents did not serve, most notably the
physically impaired Franklin D. Roosevelt, who led the nation in the great-
est conflagration in history -- World War II. Yet, I am tired of politicians
who, for self-aggrandizement, are critical of others for failing to serve in
the military, or for a suspect or spotty record.

By the same token, I sincerely admire male elected officials, regardless of
party affiliation, who were in the nation’s armed forces in peace or war --
voluntarily or though the draft. To me, there is no middle ground. Unless
you are physically unfit or have some mitigating family circumstance you
serve, just as I served, and my son served. Period.

It’s easy for non-serving, big-mouthed politicians and lame-brained news
media types to sound-off about military matters. Happily, however, some
do beat-up on those who didn’t serve or pulled strings to make sure they
never got in harm’s way. But it’s just as easy for voters to figure this out
and vote for someone who has. I trust the voters.
—Milwaukee native Richard G. Carter is a freelance columnist
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believe white ice is colder) named
Lucy (she probably should have
been named Shekesha) discovered
in Africa and whose remains date
back 3.2 million years.

Lucy belongs to the species Au-
tralopithecus afarensis (which I as-
sume means she was a sister).

A later discovery was of another
African found in Ethiopia also dated
3.2 million years ago, which might
have been a relative of Sequita—
probably named Uncle Remus, or
cousin Rufus.

Most importantly, those discover-
ies solidify the fact there is but one
race—the Hueman race—that orig-
inated in the Motherland, and all
who came after were the products of
those seeds.

It also implies if there was a Gar-
den of Eden, our ancestors occupied
it, meaning we are Nyame’s Cho-
sen.

That’s a heavy burden to carry,
but one that serves as a sturdy foun-
dation from which the Talented
Tenth must go about their lives.

I hope I have an opportunity to re-
iterate to the young brother he is
about to go on an amazing journey
and hopefully, and unlike most of
my generation, he has the resources
and information to complete the
cycle we contributed to. 

Yes, indeed, he is lucky to live in
an exciting time. One that even
Tupac would have appreciated.
Hotep.

SIGNIFYIN’
(continued from page 5)The Sporting Life Photo Op

Despite clincing the Division title, the
Bucks keep on rollin’, beating the L.A. Clip-
pers at the Fiserv Forum recently. At left, Giannis
Antetokounmpo does what he does best:slamming
home two points. George Hill (above, number 3 for
the Bucks) tries his best to get around Danilo Galli-
nari.—Photos by Bill Tennessen
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