
I can’t be-
lieve all
charges
were
dropped.
I wonder
what the
real deal
is behind
his vindication.

In my
opinion 
it’s not
fair that

he was
able to get
off; to lie
and get
away with
what he did.

I would
like to be
a fly on
the wall
and find
out why all
the
charges
were dropped; must be
something more to
this...
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HABARIHABARI
GANIGANI??
(What’s The News?)
National & Internat’l

News Briefs
HABARI GANI is a Swahili term meaning “What is
the news?” It is used when greeting others during
Kwanzaa and year-round to greet a friend or rela-
tive.
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I feel he made
a drastic mis-
take.  He’s
young...but
that doesn’t ex-
cuse his action.
I’m happy he
had a great
lawyer...I won’t
speculate on what is behind the
legal justification

Pittsburgh students march to
protest acquittal of ex-cop who
gunned down Antwon Rose II
More than 1,000 high school and college students

braved the cold, rainy weather on Monday to partici-
pate in a rally at the City-County Building in down-
town Pittsburgh to protest last week’s acquittal of
ex-cop, Michael Rosfeld, in the
killing of Black teenager, Antwon
Rose II.
The students, many of whom

skipped school to protest,
marched down to the downtown
area, and once there they got into
a circle to chant “Black Lives
Matter,” according to the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette. Protestors
caused many streets in downtown
Pittsburgh to shut down.
On Friday, jurors found Rosfeld not guilty in Rose’s

shooting. The teenager was a passenger in an unli-
censed taxi that was reportedly involved in a drive-by
shooting when Rosfeld reportedly pulled the car over.
As Rose attempted to flee, Rosfeld shot him several
times in the back and other areas, according to reports.
After the verdict, Rose’s mother, Michelle Kenney

had words for her son’s killer: “I hope that man never
sleeps at night,” Kenney said, according to the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette. “I hope he gets as much sleep as I
do, which is none.”
—Source: thegrio.com

Antwon Rose II

RHOA’s Eva Marcille feels threat-
ened by ex and has moved five
times ‘Every time I move, he finds
me,’ she tells co-stars
Eva Marcille revealed on Sunday night’s episode

of The Real Housewives of Atlanta that she’s been
moving around so much because of an abusive rela-
tionship with her ex-boyfriend Kevin McCall.
“I still feel a sense of threat,” said Marcille, about

her daughter Marley’s father.
“I have had to move five
times, and I still feel a sense of
uneasiness. He’s just so petty
sometimes. I’ve walked out-
side of my balcony before and
he’s been standing in the dark.
And it is the scariest feeling
ever.”
Marcille who is now mar-

ried to Atlanta politico
Michael Sterling said that her ex
has made things difficult for her and her daughter,
PEOPLE reports. Marcille said he has taken several
restraining and protective orders out against him,
claiming abuse.
McCall on the other hand has claimed that he is

the victim of “parental alienation,” writing on social
media: “I’m sorry for every one who had a s—ty fa-
ther. Unfortunately I’m nothing like him, I’m just
trying to set up ‘supervised visitation’ at a police sta-
tion.”
—Source: thegrio.com
Chicago Black police chief upset
Jussie Smollett exonerated
Chicago Police Superintendent Eddie Johnson came
out swinging, still strongly blaming Jussie Smollett
for wasting his department’s time and resources by
allegedly conducting a fake hate crime. Johnson is
reportedly “furious” that the Empire actor’s charges
were dropped and criminal record cleared by prose-
cutors, CBS reports.
Smollett made a stunningly surprise court appear-
ance on Tuesday and it was learned that the state de-
cided not to pursue 16 indictment charges filed
against the actor. His attorney professes there was no
deal made with the Cook County State’s Attorney’s
Office to drop the charges.
Johnson spoke out about the latest revelation on
Tuesday.
Said Johnson: “Do I think justice was served? No.”

Eva Marcille

by Mikel Holt
School board director Wendell Harris took exception

with the recent comments of the president of the Milwau-
kee teachers union who attacked the Barack Obama fam-
ily as being ‘no friend of public education’ and implied
the former first family was undermining MPS when she
recently visited a successful charter school.
Amy Mizialko, president  of the Milwaukee Teachers

Education Association (MTEA) criticized the Obama
family and Michelle Obama in particular for visiting the
Milwaukee Collegiate Academy last week.  
Mizialko’s comments created a firestorm on social

media after being posted by an African American journal-

ist, who also noted she had made similar remarks about
Black leaders in the past.
Michelle Obama’s visit was part of a national tour for

her best-selling book and in support of a program that fo-
cuses on motivating Black children to attend college,
called College Possible.  
The visit included African American high school stu-

dents  from both public and charter schools.  Milwaukee
Collegiate Academy is a high performing charter school
founded by former MPS Superintendent Howard Fuller.
Mizialko’s latest comments were detailed  in a column

written by award winning journalist Alan Borsuk that ap-
peared in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Sunday.

Mizialko’s had previously angered many Black leaders
and North Division high school alumni when she declared
that low performing school should not be taken over by
Black educational experts with ties to the school and a
commitment ot turn it around.  North Division is the
state’s worse performing high school.  A coalition of com-
munity leaders and alumni are working out the details for
a proposal that would allow a separate entity of Black
stakeholders to take over control of the school under a
community control concept, similar to what the school
board authorized for Bradley Tech high school.  
Under that proposal and independent board would be

Black MPS board member takes exception
to union president attack on the Obamas

New health project to anchor Bronzeville

by Community Journal staff
The Bronzeville revitalization efforts received a major

boost Tuesday with the announcement of a major commit-
ment by the Medical College of Wisconsin and the Greater
Milwaukee Foundation to headquarter a new initiative on
King Drive.
Those two entities jointly announced that they will com-

mit $100 million toward redeveloping the former Gimbels
and Schuster’s department store building on Garfield Av-
enue and King Drive with shared offices and health care
programs that will focus on closing the health care gap be-
tween the poor and middle class.
The Medical College (MCW) will relocate several depart-

ments and services to the 470,000 square foot building. The
Foundation will move its headquarters to the facility.
Various unidentified health programs--and possibly sev-

eral community-based organizations--will be housed in the
building after extensive outreach to determine the best use
of the site for the community in which it is located.
John R. Raymond, Sr. MD, president of the MCW ex-

plained that a primary focus of the new venture would be to
impact social determinants that negatively impact health
care in the Black community, like unemployment, poverty

MCW, Foundation to invest
$100 million into new facility

(continued on page 5)

BOBBY
SMITH

Medical College of Wiscosnin VP Greg Wesley discussed the impact of the new MCW/Greater
Milwaukee Foundation project during a press conference at the old Gimbels-Schuster building
on King Drive.  Pictured from left are: MCW President John Raymond, Foundation President
Ellen Gilligan, Westey, Kevin Newell, president of Royal Capital and Alderwoman Milele Coggs.
(photo by Mikel Holt)

The Step Afrika! dance company had the audience literally dancing in the aisles during their command performance at the
Marcus Center last weekend. Founded in 1994 by C. Brian Williams, Step Afrika! is the first professional company dedicated
to the tradition of stepping and African dance.  (photo by Yvonne Kemp)
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Milwaukee Public Schools
high school students are 
getting a taste of college and
earning credits through the M3

Early College pilot program.
M3 (pronounced M-cubed) is a multifaceted collabo-

ration among the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee,
Milwaukee Area Technical College and MPS, which col-
lectively serve more than 130,000 students. 
M3 features a variety of programs and initiatives de-

signed to help achieve many goals, including boosting
student achievement and ensuring that students have the
necessary resources to advance to college and into the
workforce.
The M3 Early College pilot program debuted in the

spring 2019 semester with more than 30 MPS students.
They attend English and mathematics courses at MATC
as well as an educational psychology course at UWM
that focuses on the foundations for academic success. 
Students who complete the dual enrollment program

will earn 10 college credits, including four MATC math
credits, three MATC English language arts credits and
three UWM educational psychology credits. The credits
also count toward their high school degrees.
Izzabella Zupet is a senior at Ronald Reagan Interna-

tional Baccalaureate High School. Prior to learning
about the program, she hadn’t really thought about col-
lege, so the program became a doorway to a new oppor-
tunity. “This has helped me believe that college is
possible for me,” Zupet says. “I can make a better future
for myself.”
Inspiring such belief in students was one of the key

drivers behind the program, according to Vicki Bott, a
manager in UWM’s Office of Dual Enrollment. Many

of the enrollees would be the first from their families to
attend college. 
“If they can see themselves as college material, see

themselves in college,” Bott says, “that’s a real positive.”
Julian Hall, a senior at Ronald Reagan International

Baccalaureate High School, learned about the program
from his guidance counselor. Although it meant adjust-
ing his schedule away from a more familiar routine at
Reagan, he felt the benefits were worth it.
“I was all for it, even though I’d have to leave school

and not be there with my friends,” Hall says. “But I had
to focus on my future. Getting 10 credits, I would love
that.”
All three M3 institutions are contributing time and re-

sources to the M3 Early College pilot program. MPS pro-
vides lunches and pays for the classes. MATC provides
bus passes for all the students. 
UWM adjusted one of its educational psychology

courses – originally designed for first-year college stu-
dents – so that it could be tailored to high school stu-
dents.
“We feel this is an ideal time to offer this course as the

students are preparing for their transition into college,”
says Jacqueline Nguyen, a UWM associate professor of
educational psychology who co-teaches the Pathways to
Success in College course with graduate assistant Travis
Love.
The course covers everything from how to interact

with instructors to note-taking, academic writing and
study skills. It also covers social and emotional skills,
such as managing stress and relationships. 
And during one recent session, students learned about

undergraduate research opportunities available to them
should they attend UWM. “The students are doing well
in class,” Love says. “They’re really engaged.” 
Bott says program organizers hope to expand the pro-

gram to include 100 students during the next school year
and offer it in both the spring and fall semesters. 

Jacqueline Nguyen, a UWM associate professor, teaches
MPS students in the M3 Early College pilot program.

MPS students
earning college
credit at UWM
and MATC
By Kathy Quirk

With one full week of early voting still to occur, Milwaukee’s early voting numbers have already surpassed
numbers from previous Spring Elections. 
As of Sunday, March 24, over 1,500 people had early voted in the City of Milwaukee, exceeding Spring

Election numbers from last year and a comparable election in 2015.  In 2015, 882 people voted early in
Milwaukee.  In 2018, just under 1,500 people early voted.
“Greater access to voting equals increased voter participation, which is great for democracy,” said Milwaukee

Mayor Tom Barrett, “Milwaukee will continue to invest in an early voting schedule that ensures that all city
residents are presented with the opportunity to cast a ballot in every election.”
In 2016, a ruling by Chief U.S. District Judge James Peterson lifted restrictions placed on early voting by the

Wisconsin Legislature and allowed municipalities to implement early voting schedules that met the needs of their
residents.  Since that ruling, Milwaukee has offered early voting at multiple sites and with extended evening and
weekend hours.
Early voting will continue in Milwaukee though Saturday, March 30, at the Midtown Center (4162 N. 56th

St.), Zablocki Library (3501 W. Oklahoma Ave.) and the Zeidler Municipal Building, 841 N. Broadway.  Hours
of voting are Monday through Friday, 9AM until 6PM, and *Saturday (10AM until 2PM).  Early voting will not
be available on the Sunday or Monday preceding the election.  Residents can vote at any of the three sites.  *Pre-
election voter registration ends Friday, March 29.
“We expect a strong turnout for the April 2 election,” said Election Commission Executive Director Neil

Albrecht.  “Early voting provides anyone with a time concern the opportunity to cast their ballot early, but also
reduces crowding and wait time at polling places on Election Day.”
Milwaukee residents are encouraged to preview their ballot prior to voting at Milwaukee.gov/election.

Contests and candidates in this Spring Election cycle are non-partisan, meaning the candidates do not identify
with a political party.

Early voting surpass previous
years; continue thru March 30

Don’t forget to vote on April 2...Our
community depends on you
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SUNDAYSUNDAY
The NEWMCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community
If you have news about your church

and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOUR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance). 
Below is the list of things we would

like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com
We look forward to hearing from you

and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper
WHO: The name of your church WHAT: What religious or
non-religious event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church WHERE: The location of your church (the address)
WHEN: Day, Date, and Time WHY: Why is this event being
held and the person or group, in or outside the church, who
will benefit

Judge Carl Ashley (third from left) was the keynote speaker at the Geraldine Bradford Women’s Missionary
Society Annual Weekend program at St. Mark’s A.M.E. Church Saturday. The theme was ‘Touchdown: The
Church Universal Tackling Injustices through Education and Empowerment.  Dr. Patricia McManus was
the speaker on Sunday. Pictured from left were: Cassandra Jenkins, Kathy Farrington, Ashley, Felita Ashley,
Helen Harris and Noreen Johnson. (photo by Yvonne Kemp)



One of the most commonly accepted stereotypes about African Americans is that we have rhythm.
And, if you follow that “prejudice” (actually it’s true) to its natural conclusion, you can assume that WASPs

(White Anglo-Saxon Protestants) don’t possess that God-given benefit.
But, that prejudice will be tested over the next year or so and I’ll bet my 24-year-old rust free pick-up truck

against your new car that you’ll see White Democratic Party presidential candidates disprove the theory as they
“dance” around the issue of reparations.
Of course, that’s assuming they can be forced onto the dance floor.
Given their druthers, I doubt if any—save for Elizabeth Warren, the averred Native American—would readily

strut their stuff on the political linoleum.
A conversation—much less debate—about reparations is a no-win discussion for the dozen or so White Demo-

cratic Party presidential candidates, even though they acknowledge their need of Black support. It’s a Catch-22, a
door opened by Warren two weeks ago when   said there should be a national dance about the debt owed to the de-
scendants of slavery and victims of American Apartheid.
If they support reparations, they stand to lose a significant percentage of the White vote. And to denounce repa-

rations is to invite the disdain of many African Americans.
The trick is to do a two-step where they can twirl their partner around in

circles until they are dizzy and can’t tell fact from fiction.
Indeed, even though most African American voters have yet to learn how

to tell the difference between cow manure and man-made do-do, a growing
number of us have gone to enough clubs and discos (I’m probably dating
myself) to recognize the difference between symbolism and substance; poli-
tics and patronization; a Chicago bop and a waltz.
And with that sophistication comes the reality that every civil rights gain

takes power away from someone else, including those who say they are our
friends and benefactors, but who always draw the line at programs and poli-
cies that empower Black America.
Those of us, who can read music, know the lyrics. And they reveal that

while Republicans demand we change our dance shoes with ones with straps
(to pull ourselves up with), Democrats only slow dance because they want us
to feel comfortable in our poverty and despair. In other words, the status quo dance floor, where poverty pimps and
police dominant, need us to wear bellbottoms and six-inch pimp boots that they will rent to us at 28% interest.
Cut through all the BS and reparations are morally justified. What this country and its “rulers” and “politicians”

did to Africans was nothing short of a holocaust—it was our Maafa.
Untold millions died during transport to the Americas, their bones line the floor of the Atlantic Ocean. Millions

more were murdered, raped and tortured under the flag of manifest destiny and Christian ethos.
Our reparations are as justified as they were for Native Americans, the Japanese Americans put in concentration

camps during WWII, the German Jews following WWII.
What they did was not just a civil rights violation; it was an inhuman exploitation. No, in fact, it was a crime

against God—whether you call Him/Her Jehovah, Abba, Allah or Nyame. And the sins of the father are, in this
case, transferred over to their sons.

And that doesn’t include the cherry on the top: the creation of racism and bigotry that didn’t die with the
13thAmendment.
The same people who invented racism and violated most of the 10 Commandments (and blamed God Almighty

for their sins) are either in hell, or living in the White House.
And proposed apologies are meaningless in my book. Words alone cannot undo the harm that continues to this

day. We deserve our 40 acres and a mule. Compounded annually.
And we deserve more than the promise of a reward in heaven. We should get our reparations today—if not for

us, then for our children who otherwise will be forced to stand up under the shadow of slavery in the future.
Study after study shows how slavery and its manifestations of racism continue to impact Black America today,

how they are discernible today in economic, cultural and even theology. They are linked to crime, poverty, and fa-
miliar dysfunctionality. That cancer continues to have an impact on lower self-esteem, self-hatred and criminal
pathology.
No, it isn’t a question of whether reparations are justified for the descendents of slavery and the victims of Jim

Crow and American Apartheid. That’s not at issue. The dispute is over whether the White candidates for the Demo-
cratic Party nomination—indeed the party itself—is willing to stand up for Black America, commit to do what’s

morally, if not politically, sanctified.
With the irony being that even if they endorse the concept, agree to vote

affirmatively for the bill introduced by John Conyers every year for a
decade, they know fully that it won’t come to fruition anyway. America is
not going to pay its debt. This is not a moral government, but a political
one. And this is not a Christian nation, but instead a nation conceived on re-
ligious spermicide.
Indeed, slavery was justified in the Bible. White Supremacy was not, and

that’s our “trump” card.
The Democrats who will be confronted with the question of reparations

will have to dance around it, ask the DJ to change the tune or try to replicate
the movement of an African American nerd with limited exposure to ghetto
life (think of the Carlton character on the Fresh Prince of Bel Air, or
Amarosa).

Obviously, most African Americans will use reparations as a litmus test of sorts, to evaluate whether those seek-
ing the Black vote would be willing to risk their support base to do what’s morally right.
From a purely political standpoint, that’s unfair, since historically when morality confronts political expediency,

the latter generally wins out.
The tactic then, is for those candidates who call themselves progressives to reject reparations while convincing

Black America there is a more important issue at hand—defeating 45IQ.
That being the case, we must again be the sacrificial lambs. As usual, justice will be delayed, our wounds left

bare and the cancer left to grow.
Yeah, I can’t wait to see this Soul Train line with White candidates trying to do a Polka to an R&B beat. And

we’re waiting at the end of the line to give them some dap, as the beat goes on, and on and on.
Hotep.
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“My humanity is bound up in yours,
for we can only be human together.”
—Desmond Tutu

SIGNIFYIN’

Reparations: A Tune Dems Can’t Dance To
To support us, candidates risk alienating other special interests

given autonomy to run the school.
The MTEA opposes that concept (at
least under a paradigm involving
Black stakeholders) as well as char-
ters and private schools receiving
vouchers for low income students.  
While some Black teachers and

politicians tried to sweep Mizialko’s
prior comments under the rug, the
majority called her comments
“racist.”
Harris was among that latter group

and didn’t hold his tongue Monday
after learning of her comments the
day before.
“We have to stop putting our heads

in the sand because the MTEA is a
union.  These comments are racist,
period,” he said 
“The underlying  eductional issues

is race and money.  The union’s sole
interest is job security and larger

benefits.  If they really cared about
our children, they wouldn’t try to
block any and all programs that em-
power parents or benefit the children
outside of traditional schools.”
Harris was elected to the board

four years ago with MTEA support.
He is a former vice president of the
NAACP, which sued to stop the Mil-
waukee Parental Choice Program,
and a strong advocate for public
schools.  
But after working on the board and

looking at the issue of Black under-
achievement from the inside out, he
reversed field and started supporting
alternatives, including charters,
which he repeatedly explains are au-
tonomous entities that are nonethe-
less public schools.
Several studies have shown that

non-instrumentality charters are far
more successful than traditional pub-

lic schools.
It was with that notion that he cast

the deciding vote to ‘integrate’ a suc-
cessful charter---Carmen—with a
failing MPS high school, Pulaski.
Although all data shows the merger
was successful and all students ben-
efitted, the union began a vicious
smear campaign against Harris, who
was called a traitor among other
racist epithets during his current
campaign for reelection.  The MTEA
also introduced and financially sup-
ports the candidate running against
him.  
“We have to move away from this

notion that traditional schools are the
only options for Black children,”
Harris said in a recent interview.
“One size does not fit all, and parents
should have the option to make deci-
sions for their children.
“These are all public schools, and

these are all our children.  That the
union is using our children as pawns
in its adult games is in itself insulting
and should have Black people up in
arms.
The MTEA showed its hand ear-

lier this year by not endorsing a new
MPS dialogue on Black Lives Mat-
ter, he noted.   And now they want to
clean the board of all Black male di-
rectors.
“They attacked Michael Bonds for

putting children first.  And now they
have made it their number one prior-
ity to get rid of me.  (The only other
Black male board member is Mark
Sain, who is retiring at the end of this
month).
“If they are successful, there will

be no Black male voices on the
board.  That should tell you some-
thing about their true agenda.”

Community Journal 
Endorsements

April 2 General Elections
School Board
Wendell Harris

Lisa Neubauer
State Supreme Court

Danielle Shelton
circuit court 

Nakia Spencer 
Brown Deer Trustee

and education.
Milwaukee has excellent health care options, he

explained, but they are often hampered by those
social determinants that are exacerbated in the
poor neighborhood surrounding the Gimbels
Schuster building.
“This partnership is an extension of our funda-

mental commitment to supporting people through-
out our community in their desire for greater
opportunity and a high quality of life,” said Ellen
M. Gilligan, president and CEO of the Greater
Milwaukee Foundation. 
“The course of that journey is to be charted to-

gether with community, based on values and goals
we share. We look forward to that process and to
identifying other partners whose goals align.”
“Our support for this initiative is to help shape

Milwaukee as one of the healthiest and safest cities
in the nation,” said Raymond.
“Health is largely determined by social factors,

including social determinants, genes, behavior, and
healthcare. In partnership, we will address deter-
minants of health to benefit communities.”
The partnership, encompassing the initiative for-

merly known as Flourishing Lives, will enable
MCW and the Foundation to bring complimentary
expertise to bear on a range of strategies to invest
in the educational, social and economic well-being
and health of people across Milwaukee. 
The next step will be to host a neighborhood

gathering—an opportunity to join with residents
of the community for refreshments, conversation
and beginning relationships that place their ideas
and priorities at the center of forthcoming plans.
Alderwoman Milele Coggs said she was both

excited and hopeful by the decision to headquarter
this new initiative into the Bronzeville area.
She noted that while often times agencies and

philanthropic entities create programs without sur-
veying and engaging the people they want to serve,
this new initiative will work from the bottom up,
engaging residents of Halyard Park and Harambee
communities to determine the best use of the fa-
cility.
Raymond confirmed that strategy, noting that

the chosen site made sense not only because of the
health disparities of central city residents, but also
because the facility will be a “front door to the
community”, where staff and community will cre-
ate partnerships to improve the quality of life.
The site chosen is in the Halyard Park neighbor-

hood, at 2153 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive.
Future opportunities for convening space, pro-
gramming and additional local partners are ex-
pected to amplify community impact.
The site was once home to Gimbels-Schuster’s

Department Store and received major additions in
both 1914 and 1950. The natural façade of the his-
toric building will be restored in the redevelop-
ment process.
Royal Capital Group is the chosen development

firm for the initiative. The firm led MCW through
the discovery phase. Royal Capital Group has deep
experience in Brewer's Hill and the surrounding
Milwaukee neighborhoods.
Kevin Newell, Royal Capital’s president, said

the development will take approximately 16
months, which means it will probably not be open
in time for next year’s Democratic Party conven-
tion.

All but 8,400 square feet will be used for the
new project; its current owners will retain the re-
maining footage, C.H. Coakley and Company,
which has used the facility for storage since it
closed in the mid-1970s.
Halyard Park offers glimpses of history for both

organizations.
The Halyard Park neighborhood is named for

Ardie and Wilbur Halyard who, in 1924, estab-
lished Columbia Savings and Loan, the first such
institution owned by and serving African Ameri-
cans in Milwaukee. It offered people of color the
opportunity to establish a mortgage loan for home-
ownership. In 1974, to commemorate Columbia
Savings and Loan’s 50th anniversary, the Wilbur
and Ardie A. Halyard Fund was created at the
Greater Milwaukee Foundation. The fund provides
financial scholarship support to African American
students preparing for careers in business or fi-
nance. 
“This initiative is a place-based investment strat-

egy and a sustained commitment to the commu-
nity,” said Dr. Raymond. “This isn’t about a
building; it’s about the impact that it will have on
people’s lives. Collaboration and sustainability
will be critical to success.”
“Milwaukee is experiencing a development

boom and a rising economy, but that doesn’t mean
the benefits are reaching those in our community
most in need,” Gilligan said. “Through strong part-
nerships and an intentional focus on equity, how-
ever, we can build on the momentum surging from
downtown and work with community to ensure
more and more people have access to the opportu-
nity they need to thrive.”

MWC Foundation to invest $100 million
(continued from page 1)

Teacher union president calls out Obamas
(continued from page 1)
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Judge Andrew Jones has served
as the judge in Branch 40 of the
Milwaukee County Circuit Court
for the last six months.  Judge
Jones is seeking to retain his seat
on the bench in the upcoming
election on April 2.  
Prior to joining the bench,

Judge Jones had twenty-four
years of courtroom experience at
every level of the state and federal
court systems.  He sat on the
boards of directors of two major
law firms as a practicing lawyer,
and he also served for over a
decade in various leadership roles
in his firm’s diversity, recruiting,
mentoring, and attorney develop-
ment programs.  
Judge Jones currently sits on

the board of directors of the Mil-
waukee Bar Association Founda-
tion, which helps fund and
oversee the Milwaukee Justice
Center, which utilizes volunteers
to address the unmet legal needs
of Milwaukee County's low-in-
come, unrepresented litigants.  
He also sits on the board of di-

rectors of Feeding America East-
ern Wisconsin, a leading hunger
relief organization in Wisconsin,
and he volunteers as a mentor
through the federal bar associa-
tion in Milwaukee.
Based on his experience as a

practicing lawyer, his commit-
ment to the community, and his
work on the bench, Judge Jones
has earned broad support for his
campaign to retain his seat in
Branch 40.  
He has the endorsement of

thirty-eight current or former Mil-
waukee County judges, including
four prior chief judges and three
of four current appellate judges.
Almost seventy-five percent of
the current Milwaukee County

Circuit Court judges who have
endorsed a candidate in the elec-
tion for Branch 40 support Jones.
As Judge Jones’ colleague, Mil-

waukee Circuit Court Judge Mar-
shall Murray, noted:  “Judge
Jones has proven himself to be a
judge who approaches his work
with careful preparation, a strong
respect for the rule of law, and a
commitment to ensuring that
everyone who sets foot in his
courtroom is treated equally and
with respect. 
“He has shown himself to be a

person of humility and compas-
sion, qualities that are essential
for a judge.”
According to Judge Jones:  “As

someone who was born and
raised in Milwaukee by two long-
time public servants, and as the
father of two teenage daughters, I
am dedicated to doing all that I
can to ensure that the public’s
trust in our judicial system only
grows through my service as a
judge.”
Judge Jones added:  “What hap-

pens in Branch 40 is the voice of

the people of Milwaukee County.
I am committed to ensuring that
justice is served, and that the law
is applied fairly and equally to
everyone who appears before me,
without exception.  I would be
honored to continue to serve the
people of Milwaukee County as
the judge in Branch 40 of the Mil-
waukee County Circuit Court.”
To learn more about Judge

Jones and his campaign, visit
https://www.judgeandrewjones.c
om.

Andrew Jones hopes to retain
circuit court branch 40 seat

Authorized and paid for by Harris for School Board, R. Harris treasurer



        

Former Milwaukee Bucks
great Marques Johnson had
his number retired during the
Bucks victory over Cleveland
recently.  Johnson is the
ninth player to have his num-
ber retired.  Others incude
Junior Bridgeman, Sidney
Moncrief and Bob Lanier,
who were at the game.  (pho-
tos by Bill Tennessen)
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