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INSIDE: MPS BOARD DIRECTOR WENDELL HARRIS : “I PUT CHILDREN FIRST!”

HABARIHABARI
GANIGANI??
(What’s The News?)
National & Local
News Briefs

HABARI GANI is a Swahili term meaning “What is
the news?” It is used when greeting others during
Kwanzaa and year-round to greet a friend or rela-
tive.

Photos and question by Yvonne Kemp
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK: QUESTION OF THE WEEK: 
“How do you feel about Milwaukee hosting the“How do you feel about Milwaukee hosting the

Democratic National Convention?”Democratic National Convention?”
“I feel that it’s
great for Milwau-
kee. But, I hope
that the commu-
nity as a whole
will benefit. The
little people sell-
ing water on the
corner can get
their small business going along with
the big business owners If that hap-
pens, that will be a start.”

BAMA
GRICE

“I think it is disre-
spectful due to
the fact Milwau-
kee is the worst
city for a Black
family to live in.
We need to ques-
tion how much of
that money is going to come into the
hood?”

ALFONZO
WATKINS 
MSE, LPC

“I think it’s
great! I’m
looking most
forward to all
the minority
owned busi-
nesses to get a piece of this
multi-million dollar pie.”

HOMER 
BLOW

“Congratula-
tions Milwau-
kee! DNC
(host commit-
tee) worked
and got it
here, but it is
up to us to make it work for
us! Let’s all get ready!”

LINDA 
COOPER

Fox News Quietly Ditched
Trump-loving conservative
firebrand, former MKE Cnty
Sheriff David Clarke

Controversial former Milwaukee County Sheriff David Clarke has
been axed from Fox News network. 

According to an online news report, Clarke hasn’t appeared on the
conservative cable news network for more than a year. It was also re-
ported he has been dropped by a pro-
Trump super PAC that hired him to do
media.

Clarke had been a fixture on Fox News
for years raging against liberal issues and
organizations like Black Lives Matter. He
was also known to confront and call-out
individuals (via-social media) who found
his hard-right, John Wayne-like demeanor
and ideology offensive, as well as politi-
cally and socially counter-productive.

The fall-out between Fox News and Clarke reportedly came after
Clarke inquired about becoming a paid contributor, “no longer want-
ing to work for free for them (Fox News) while they made money on
ratings off of him,” according to an unnamed “assistant” to the for-
mer sheriff.

Adding to Clarke’s woes is news he is no longer a senior adviser
and spokesperson for pro-Trump super PAC “America First Action,”
which he joined after resigning as sheriff in 2017. He is now on the
board of “We Build the Wall,” a 501(c)4 group working to seal the
boarder using private donations.—Source: The Daily Beast

An Amber Alert is still in affect for Noelani Robinson (pic-
tured above left), a missing two-year-old girl who was abducted
by her father, Dariaz L. Higgins (pictured above right.
He’s also known as Dariaz Taylor or Dariaz Lewis),
who is wanted in the shooting of two women, one of them Robinson’s
mother, Sierra Robinson, who died of her wounds at the scene. The other
woman will survive. The Milwaukee Police Department and the FBI warn
that Higgins is armed and dangerous. Higgins could be driving a black
2014 Cadillac with Floriday license plate HVC-Z95. They are asking
for the public’s help in locating the little girl. Police urge anyone who
sees Higgins or Robinson not to attempt contact, but call 911 immedi-
ately. Anyone with information should call the MPD at (414) 935-7302.

Milwaukee to host 2020
Democratic Convention!

Working-class values beat out the glitz
and glam of Miami, and the cowboy
mystique of Houston Monday to become
the host city for the 2020 Democratic
National Convention.
The official announcement was made by Mayor Tom

Barrett and Democratic Party Chair Tom Perez at the Fis-
erv Forum, which will be the official site of Democratic
delegates from July 13 to 16 next year.
It’s at the Forum delegates will choose its nominee for

the presidency of the United States. 
In a statement, Barrett said it was a great day for the city and the state of Wisconsin.

“Milwaukee is a first-class city, and we are ready to showcase the city on one of the
largest stages in the world.”
Milwaukee will be the first major Midwestern city, other than Chicago, to host a na-

tional political convention. It was the city’s location and the state’s role as a key swing
state in the coming 2020 election which boosted it over the other two finalists.
Noted community leader Martha Love, who was a member of the host committee that

put together the winning bid proposal and worked one-and-a-half years to secure the
convention, said she’s absolutely excited about having the DNC gathering in Milwaukee
at the Fiserv Forum.
“I’ve been to nine DNC conventions; and to go to the 10th and have it in the city

where I’ve lived all my life is so exciting,” Love said in an interview about Milwaukee’s

selection.
Love said with the spotlight on them when the city steps upon the national and inter-

national stage in the summer of 2020, the city will be able to showcase its richness and
diversity, as well as shed its dubious notoriety as the setting for such 80s sit-coms as
“Happy Days” and “Laverne and Shirley.”
“We’re now a city of festivals, rich neighborhoods and culture,” Love boasted. “There

will be press from all over the world and they will take our story back to their countries
in the form of news reports.”
Love hopes the media attention will help attract more businesses to Milwaukee, as

well as young professionals looking to live in a progressive city with educational, em-
ployment and cultural opportunities that make it ideal for starting and raising a family. 
It also wouldn’t hurt, she hinted, if the attention also shows young native Milwau-

Accountability, support,
and collaboration.
Those are the three

things Nakia Spencer
would focus on if elected
to the Village of Brown
Deer Trustee Board 
April 2.
A Milwaukee native who grew up

in the city’s 53206 zip code area, the
39-year-old business owner (Pristine
Clean Custodial Services) and UW-
Milwaukee instructor in African American studies and English, says she’s
running to not only be a part of the political process in the village, but to
“represent.”
“Brown Deer is one of the most diverse communities in the state and I’d

like to see that same kind of diversity represented in the governing body,”
Spencer said in a recent interview, adding she feels the board is stuck in the
past, that the village does not reflect the diversity it has within its boundaries.

Milwaukee Bucks Guard Tony Snell and team mascot “Bango” handed out Bucks gear
along with representatives from Cousins Subs, who handed out sandwiches to youth at
Running Rebels, located at 225 W. Capitol Drive. Approximately 150 youth and mentors
attending afterschool programs at Running Rebels were there to receive the gear and
sandwiches. The visit by the team and sandwich chain was the third visit to community
youth centers across the state they made as part of the annual “Block Out Hunger” cam-
paign to deliver a special meal and spread cheer with the help of the Bucks entertain-
ment team. All season long, for every blocked shot made by a Bucks player, Cousins
donates $50 to Hunger Task Force, Wisconsin’s leading anti-hunger organization, to
provide nutritious milk to nearly 50,000 Wiscosin families.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Local Black businesses
have opportunity to garner 
a sizable portion of the 
$200 million that would be
spent during convention 
Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

(continued on page 2)

Clarke

Michael Bennett to remain in
locker room during anthem as 
New England Patriot

NFL star Michael Bennett, 33, has made clear that when he joins
the Patriots he plans to remain in the locker room next season during
the national anthem.

The Patriots will reportedly finalize a
trade for the Eagles defensive end this week
and Bennett explained in a speech at Prince-
ton on Monday night that the team under-
stands his “integrity” matters most.

Bennett began to silently protest during
the national anthem shortly after Colin
Kaepernick and Eric Reid took a knee.

“I think it’s important not to run away
from those conversations, or not hear their ideas about why they
think the way they do,” Bennett said Monday about his decision to sit
out during the playing of the anthem. “I think it’s an opportunity for
growth to have those conversations. If we don’t allow ourselves to
have those conversations, we’re stunting our growth.”

—Source:thegrio.com

Bennett

Amber Alert still in affect
for abducted 2-year-old
Noelani Robinson

NAKIA SPENCER
Business owner and educator wants
to bring transparency, accountability
to Brown Deer Trustee Board
By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.

ELECTION WATCH 2019

(continued on page 6)

Nakia Spencer

Bucks and Cousins SubsBucks and Cousins Subs
team up for special visitteam up for special visit
to Running Rebelsto Running Rebels
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ELECTION WATCH 2019ELECTION WATCH 2019
THE MILWAUKEE SPRING ELECTION
Statewide General Election April 2, 2019

Wis. Supreme Court Justice:
Lisa Neubauer v. Brian Hagedorn

Milwaukee Circuit Court Branch 40:
Danielle Shelton v. Andrew Jones

Uncontested Milwaukee Circuit Court Races: 
Derek Mosley (Branch 2) • Phil Chavez (Branch 3)
Milwaukee School Board:

AT LARGE (was Terry Falk)
Stefanie Dugan
Bob Peterson
DISTRICT 1 (was Mark Sain)
Shyla Deacon
Marva Herndon
DISTRICT 2
Wendell Harris (Incumbent)
Erika Siemsen

DISTRICT 3 (was Michael Bonds)
Catrina Crane
Sequanna Taylor
DISTRICT 8 (was Carol Voss)
Megan O’Halloran
Kathryn Gabor

EARLY VOTING HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday 10am to 2pm (3/23 & 3/30)
Sunday 10am to 2pm (3/24)Early Voting/In-Person 

Absentee Voting (IPAV) Schedule
MARCH 11-MARCH 30
Zeidler Municipal Building, 841 
N. Broadway

MARCH 18-MARCH 30
*Midtown Center, 5700 W. Capitol Dr.
(Enter from 56th and Capitol, pass The
Pick n’ Save. Located across from Foot
Locker, Next to Nails Today)

*Zablocki Library, 3501 W. Oklahoma
* IMPORTANT: Midtown Center and
Zablocki Library do NOT have voting
hours until MARCH 18

ELECTION DAY VOTING:
Tuesday, April 2, 7am to 8pm 
at your polling place

All offices are nonpartisan, 
no parties will be listed.

city.milwaukee.gov/election-see
your ballot (21 days prior to election)
myvote.wi.gov-answers to questions
on voting and Photo ID
mkewardflyers.org-current electeds
and contact info

VOTE! APRIL 2, 2019VOTE! APRIL 2, 2019

keeans now in college and job training programs there
are opportunities in their hometown and will stay.
But Love was mindful of the city’s challenges. “We

have our problems and we’re trying to deal with them to
the best of our abilities.
“But there are a lot of people doing some great things.

I don’t think we have any more negatives than anywhere
else. I choose to focus on the positive.”
Love noted approximately 50,000 people: delegates,

political figures, Democratic members of Congress, se-
curity personnel, and news media will descend on Mil-
waukee and the metro area, which will generate
approximately $200 million in estimated revenue for its
coffers, as well as for businesses, hotels, restaurants, mu-
seums, and many others.
Black Milwaukee businesses could garner $50 million

of the $200 million if they apply to the DNC organizers
for the multitude of vendor opportunities that will be
available for a wide variety of goods and services that
will be needed.
Interested entrepreneurs and business owners can reg-

ister to become vendors for the convention at: Milwau-
kee2020.com. They can get registered in their Supplier
Registration Portal. Love said the host committee is look
for all shorts of businesses to get involved and they are
committed to ensuring the work is spread throughout Mil-
waukee.
Individuals interested in being part of the convention

as a volunteer should also register at Milwau-
kee2020.com. Approximately 12,000 civic minded peo-
ple are being sought.
The city learned of its historic selection early morning

as Barrett was delivering his “State of the City” address
at the new arena.
And it was at the Fiserv Forum the official announce-

ment was made by Barrett and Perez. They were joined

by Gov. Tony Evers, and other local political, business
and party movers and shakers who helped make the se-
lection of the state’s largest city possible.
In a joint statement, the Milwaukee Common Council

said the news of the political convention coming to the
city is “absolutely some of the best news our city has ever
received.”
The council statement notes the agreement approved

Monday includes protections for the city and zero tax-
payer dollars.
“This event will be transformational for Milwaukee,

bringing an economic impact that we want to be shared
across the entire city and in every neighborhood,” the
council statement read.
“We will be working closely with the Host Committee

to follow through to make sure the convention will have
the beneficial impact it so clearly promises – not only
during those special days in July 2020 – but for years af-
terward as well.”

Housing Resource
Fair Scheduled for
Saturday, March 16
Alderman Russell W. Stamper, II invites residents to

attend the Washington Park Neighborhood Housing Re-
source Fair on Saturday, March 16 at Community Care,
3220 W. Vliet St. The event will take place from 9 a.m.

to 12 p.m. and will feature organizations and vendors.
There will be information about home repairs, home

repair grant applications, home advocacy and referrals,
contractors, and much more. 
“I encourage people to attend and I hope to see a large

community turnout for the Washington Park Neighbor-
hood Housing Resource Fair,” said Ald. Stamper. “There
will be organizations in attendance to help residents an-
swer home repair and contractor questions. 
Vendors are welcome and there will also be door prizes

and refreshments.

Milwaukee to host 2020 
Democratic Nat’l Convention
(continued from front page) “I’ve been to nine

DNC conventions;
and to go to the

10th and have it in
the city where I’ve
lived all my life is

so exciting...”
—Martha Love, member of host
committee that put together the

city’s winning bid

MCJ

Milwaukee NOI Mosque
rejects its placement on
state hate groups list
By Dwayne Muhammad
The state representative for the Nation of

Islam (NOI) leader Min. Louis Farrakhan
said listing the Milwaukee Mosque as a
Wisconsin hate group was “defamatory
and unjustified,” and made the mosque a
target for islamophobia-driven violence.
“We do not take the escalation of this slander lightly,”

said Student Min. William Muhammad, the head of the
Milwaukee mosque, Muhammad Mosque No. 3, reading
from a statement by Minister Farrakhan. The statement
was in response to a list compiled by the Southern
Poverty Law Center (SPLC), which placed the mosque
on a list of 15 “active” Wisconsin hate groups.
The Milwaukee Community Journal reported on the

mosque being placed on the list in the March 6 edition of
the paper.
The SPLC tracks and monitors U.S. hate and extremist

organizations. The Milwaukee NOI mosque recently held
a news conference at the Wisconsin Black Historical So-
ciety/Museum to reject to it being on the SPLC’s list. 
The NOI and Milwaukee mosque believes the place-

ment of the organization on the list stems from a video
of the mosque being caught on camera by local news sta-
tion CBS 58. The station used data from the SPLC to in-

clude the mosque as one of the state’s hate groups. Over
20 years ago, the city’s daily also reported the mosque as
a hate group.
Both assertions reportedly came on the heels of two

spiritual messages by Farrakhan: the Saviour’s Day ad-
dress by the NOI leader in Chicago this past February,
and a speech by the Minister in Milwaukee in 1997. 
Min. Muhammad said the airing of the so-called find-

ings of the SPLC put the mosque, believers, family, chil-
dren and guests as the face of hatred. When a
representative of the mosque and a journalist contacted
CBS 58 to ask why the mosque was targeted by the sta-
tion, a representative of the station said the news director
would call back in 45 minutes. The news director never
called back.
“In an environment of heightened racism, violence and

Islamophobia, to target our mosque is a grave injustice
and is an injustice to the community we serve,” stated
Min. Muhammad reading from a statement prepared by
Minister Farrakhan.  “This label on the Nation [of Islam]
has no merit in law or in fact.”  
Surrounded by other members of the mosque, commu-

nity leaders and activists, Min. Muhammad also said the
labeling of the NOI as a hate group had no merit in law
or fact.
“Labeling us with groups such as the KKK, Neo-Nazis

and other White supremacists, who have a record of hate
and violence in the city of Milwaukee is unfounded,”
Min. Muhmmad said. 
The Milwaukee mosque leader noted Min. Farrakhan

and the NOI has worked for decades in the city to raise
the oppressed from a mental, moral and spiritual death

(continued on page 6)

Backed by government and community leaders and activists, Min. William Muhammad denounces the
placement of the Milwaukee NOI Mosque No. 3 on state hate list. —Photo by Dwayne Muhammad
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UW-Oshkosh student 
receives Carole Meekins

scholarship

Common Council Pres-
ident Ashanti Hamilton
will take part in a public
community conversation
later this week about a
proposed youth secure
care center on Milwau-
kee’s north side.

The session – to be held in
collaboration with the Milwau-
kee County Department of
Health and Human Services –
will start at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
day, March 14 at MacPyles
Corp., 6737 N. Teutonia Ave.
As part of Act 185, the State

has mandated that the Lincoln
Hills and Copper Lake juve-
nile offender facilities close by
January 2021. 
The Milwaukee County

youth secure care center would
feature healing-focused treat-
ment, restorative justice pro-
gramming and reintegration of
youth clients back into the
community and the workforce. 
For more information on

Wisconsin Act 185 in Milwau-
kee County, please visit

county.milwaukee.gov/ACT18
5.
“The youth secure care cen-

ter being proposed by Milwau-
kee County is part of a
powerful new approach to
healing and empowering our
young men and women in the
youth justice system,” Presi-
dent Hamilton said.  
“We encourage you all to

join in the discussion and learn
more about what the County
has planned for the proposed
site. Your feedback and ques-
tions are extremely important

to us.”
“Milwaukee County has

been working to reform the
youth justice system since
2011. This movement, known
as Project Rise, is focused on
restorative justice and reunifi-
cation of youth with families
and communities,” said Mary
Jo Meyers, director of the Mil-
waukee County Department of
Health and Human Services. 
“Our approach is committed

to paving a positive future for
our young people and creating
safer neighborhoods.”

WTMJ 4 News An-
chor and Wisconsin
Black Media Asso-
ciation
(WBMA)member
Carole Meekins
(left) with Kyla May,
who was the proud
recipient of the Car-
ole J. Meekins
Scholarship. May is
a journalism major
at the University of
Wiscosin Oshkosh.
Pictured at left: May
received congratu-
latory flowers from
the WMBA. 
—Photo by 
Derrick Rose

Trump 
administration
grounds 
Boeing 737 Max
planes
By Kevin Liptak, article courtesy of CNN.com
Washington—Facing mounting pressure, President Donald

Trump said Wednesday his administration was ordering Boeing
737 Max jets grounded until more information is gathered about
the crash of an Ethiopian aircraft.
It was a turnabout from the administration's earlier position,

which deemed the planes safe to fly even as dozens of other na-
tions banned them after they were involved in two fatal disas-
ters.
Trump said the decision to ground the Max 8 and Max 9 was

made in light of new information about last week's crash, which
killed 157 people. The Federal Aviation Administration said new
evidence had been collected at the sight of the crash on Wednes-
day, and that information -- along with new satellite data -- led
to the grounding decision.
Until Wednesday afternoon, administration officials had in-

sisted the planes were safe, bucking calls from lawmakers and
airline labor unions to suspend flights until an investigation
could be completed.
Even as he was announcing his administration's decision,

Trump said the move was more precautionary than mandatory.
"I didn't want to take any chances. We didn't have to make this

decision today," he said. "We could have delayed it. We maybe
didn't have to make it at all. But I felt it was important both psy-
chologically and in a lot of other ways."
Trump said his decision was fact-based, even as he admitted

it was made partly with regard for the mental well-being of
American travelers.
"The safety of the American people, of all people, is our para-

mount concern," Trump told reporters.

Common Council to vote on
doula funding legislation 
The Public Safety and Health Committee yesterday (Thursday, March 7) rec-

ommended for approval new legislation that would develop a pilot program to
provide doulas to 100 new mothers in the 53206 Zip Code. The program would
be funded by the city and administrated by the Milwaukee Health Department.
The Common Council resolution sponsored by Ald. Khalif J. Rainey and in

collaboration with Milwaukee County Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic, would
provide $52,000 in funding for doulas (birth companions) to improve birth and
maternal health in Milwaukee’s 53206 Zip Code (the funding would be identified
by Rainey and would match the county’s contribution). 
This pilot program is in partnership with the Milwaukee County Department

of Health and Human Services and aims to create better health outcomes for moth-
ers and their babies. 
Doula services have shown to lessen stress and anxiety, reduce cesarean surgery

rates, and support higher rates of breastfeeding. This new program is part of the
state-wide initiative “Healthy Women, Healthy Babies” led by Governor Tony
Evers which expands women’s access to health care and combats infant mortality.
Evers has already allocated $618,000 to fund doula training in his 2019-21
Budget. 

“I was born and raised in the 53206 Zip Code and have seen firsthand the lack
of maternal health resources available to mothers and their newborns and its ef-
fects,” said Rainey. 
“We could not properly celebrate Women’s History Month if we do not ac-

knowledge the ongoing maternal health disparities found in 53206. This legisla-
tion will not only help empower women and give them the necessary resources
for a healthy pregnancy, but build a healthier, stronger Milwaukee.” 
The legislation is slated to go before the full council Tuesday, March 26 at 9

a.m. for a final vote. This meeting will be televised live on the City Channel
(Channel 25 on Spectrum Cable and on AT&T U-Verse Channel 99) in the City
of Milwaukee. It can also be viewed via streaming video on the City website at
milwaukee.gov/Channel25.

Community conversation scheduled
for proposed secure youth care facility

Ald. Ashante Hamilton

oneone

one
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WHO: The name of your church
WHAT: What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at
your church
WHERE: The location of your church
(the address)
WHEN: Day, Date, and Time
WHY: Why is this event being held and
the person or group, in or outside the
church, who will benefit

FIRSTFIRST
SUNDAYSUNDAY
The NEWMCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community
If you have news about your church

and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOUR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance). 
Below is the list of things we would

like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com
We look forward to hearing from you

and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper

MICAH Education Task Force
announces Milwaukee Board of
School Directors Candidates Forum,
with community partners: Leaders
Igniting Transformation (LIT), Mil-
waukee City Council of PTAs,
ACLU Wisconsin, SURJ MKE
(Showing Up for Racial Justice),
UBLAC (Uplifting Black Lives and
Community and the African Ameri-
can Roundtable.
Milwaukee, March 25, 2019, 6:30

pm, St. Matthew CME Church at
2944 N 9th Street: MICAH Educa-
tion and partners will hold an MPS
School Board Forum just before the
critical election on April 2, 2019.
All candidates have confirmed

their attendance and will be answer-
ing questions focused on 1) Racial
equity in MPS and 2) School board
leadership styles/philosophies.
There will be opportunities for can-
didates to make opening and closing
remarks.
Rev. Richard Shaw of St.

Matthew CME is our moderator for
the evening.  He will be presenting
questions to the candidates from
MICAH Education and our partners.
Audience questions are welcomed,
and will be submitted via cards to
the moderator, who will be asking
the questions of the candidates, as
time permits.  
Questions regarding the forum

may be directed to Bill Audette at
wmaudette@aol.com.
MICAH Education is currently

focused on advocating with our
MPS board and administration for
the following in MPS racial equity
efforts: 1) best practices in imple-
mentation, 2) accountability to stu-
dents, families and the community,
3) assuring adequate resources be
deployed to assure progress toward
racial equity and 4) transparency re-
garding data and progress toward
racial equity.

RELIGIONRELIGION

The Canaan Missionary Baptist Church is
hold its annual Children and Youth Day on
Sunday, April 14. 
The theme is, “Serving with a Purpose”

taken from I Samuel 12:24.
Services will begin with a breakfast at 8 a.m.

in the educational buildiing of the church, lo-
cated at 2964 N. 11th St. 
It will continue with church school at 9 a.m.

The children and youth will be in charge. 

They will be teaching not only children, but
they will be responsible for teaching the adults
as well. The morning will conclude with wor-
ship at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary, 2975 N.
11th St. 
The speaker will be Rev. David Sinclair, the

associate pastor of Jeremiah Missionary Bap-
tist Church, where Rev. Eugene Cowan is the
pastor. Canaan MBC is pastored by Rev. Fred-
erick E. Jones.

MICAH to hold MPS School
Board candidates forum at
St. Matthew CME Church

Children and Youth Day 
at Canaan MBC April 14

Howard U. Choir
Performs at Holy
Redeemer COGIC
The Howard University Gospel
Choir recently performed at a
Cultural Diversity Concert held
at Holy Redeemer Institutional
Church of God In Christ, pas-
tored by Bishop Sedgwick
Daniels. Also performing were
the Holy Redeemer Mass Choir
and the Holy Redeemer Daugh-
ters of Destiny.—Photos by
Yvonne Kemp
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JUDGE JONES
SIX MONTHS ON
THE BENCH
By Judge Andrew Jones
I have now had the privilege of

serving as the judge in Branch 40
of the Milwaukee County Circuit
Court for six months.  
During that time, I have been assigned to the

Court’s criminal division, with a general misde-
meanor calendar. In other words, I hear only

cases involving misdemeanor criminal charges.
A general misdemeanor calendar is very busy.

On any given day, I hear several dozen cases
(and some days, upwards of fifty).  Typical court
hearings range from status or scheduling confer-
ences to bail hearings, motion hearings, pleas,
sentencings, and trials.  
We hold jury trials two weeks out of every

month, with as many as four cases being tried to
verdict during those two weeks.
My six months on the bench have only rein-

forced for me the importance of the work of a
circuit court judge and my commitment to doing
the work and doing it well.  
Trial judges obviously are important in the

sense that they keep our courts functioning so
that cases can be heard and resolved. 

Even more importantly, when they do their
job well, trial judges reinforce the critical role
the courts play in our community, and they
strengthen the public’s faith that the courts will
protect our community as a whole and treat each
individual who comes before them both fairly
and equitably.
I now see even more clearly what made so

many judges that I appeared in front of as a prac-
ticing lawyer good judges, ones that lawyers and
parties alike welcome the chance to appear be-
fore.  
I see the need for hard work and careful prepa-

ration.  I see the need to carefully listen to the
parties and their lawyers so that they are given
the full opportunity to present their case and to

have their day in court.  
I see the need to treat both sides in every case

– indeed, everyone who enters my courtroom –
with respect.  I see the need to maintain a calm,
composed temperament and to exercise thought-
ful, reasoned judgment with every decision I
make.  
Most importantly, I see the critical need to en-

sure that the law is applied fairly and equally to
all parties who come before me.
I left my practice to join the bench after

twenty-four years of serving clients in both the
public and private sectors because I wanted the
challenge of serving the residents of Milwaukee
County in a way that makes these ideals a real-
ity.  
I was raised by two long-time public servants

to value such service, and I feel incredibly lucky
to be able to contribute to our legal system and
to our community in this way.  
I have learned a great deal more about Mil-

waukee County and its incredible people in my
six months as a judge, and I expect to continue
to learn even more every day I serve on the
bench.
I would be honored to continue to serve the

people of Milwaukee County as the judge in
Branch 40, and I humbly ask for your support
on April 2.
To learn more about my campaign, visit

https://www.judgeandrewjones.com or contact
us at judgeandrewjones@gmail.com.

Mayor Tom Barrett 
Delivers 2019 State 
of the City Address
Shares Economic Progress; Highlights
Effort to Support City’s Children and
Youth
Highlighting Milwaukee’s

progress and growth, Mayor Tom
Barrett (at right) presented the
2019 State of the City Address on
Monday at the Fiserv Forum.
Mayor Barrett emphasized the
City’s efforts in strengthening
neighborhoods, promoting job growth, building
healthier and safer communities, and improving edu-
cational initiatives in Milwaukee.
“The State of our City continues to improve. Overall, our economy is

stronger, our neighborhoods are safer, and our future is brighter,” said Mayor
Tom Barrett.  “Of course we have challenges, and we need people across
Milwaukee, and beyond, to come together to address these challenges, and
make sure Milwaukee is an inclusive, respectful, and fair city.”
Mayor Barrett opened his address by expressing his gratitude to City of

Milwaukee employees who work daily to serve the residents of our city, often
risking their lives. Amongst those highlighted were the three Milwaukee Po-
lice Department officers, Charles Irvine, Jr., Michael Michalski, and Matthew
Rittner, who lost their lives in the line of duty. 
Mayor Barrett also highlighted the efforts of the Milwaukee Police De-

partment citing that last year car jackings were down 7%, more guns were
recovered, fewer shotspotter alerts were detected and both fatal and non-fatal
shootings were down markedly. He expressed his content with the direction
of the department as more officers are in the neighborhoods patrolling the
streets and making Milwaukee safer. In regards to the Police Department’s
hiring efforts Mayor Barrett expressed he wants police officers to come from,
live in, and care about Milwaukee.
Mayor Barrett highlighted economic development throughout the City. He

congratulated JoAnne Sabir and Juli Kaufmann on their fabulous work to
build the Sherman Phoenix, a story of rebirth in the Sherman Park neighbor-
hood. He also mentioned the excitement for development projects underway
on our city’s near south side first with Komatsu then with Michel’s Corpora-
tion.
In his remarks he also touted the launch of The Hop presented by Po-

towatomi Hotel and Casino which drew over 16,000 riders during its first
two-and-a-half days. He re-emphasized plans to extend streetcar service to
the Bucks arena, Bronzeville, and Walker’s Point. Most notably, when it
comes to ensuring the economic success of our city’s residents, Mayor Barrett
called on business and government leaders to work with him to bring 3,000
jobs to city residents and neighborhoods over the next three years.
During his remarks Mayor Barrett issued a powerful challenge: “Imagine

a Milwaukee child born today. Will her life begin with a solid foundation,
continue with a good education, lead to a quality career, and, ultimately, a
life fulfilled?  What can we - government, the business community, and com-
munity partners - do to make sure this child thrives?” To answer this question,
Mayor Barrett listed the various initiatives that our City of Milwaukee is tak-
ing to ensure children and youth have a promising future.
One such effort is the launch of the Milwaukee Public Library’s Office of

Early Childhood Education which will work to ensure that all children are
ready to learn by kindergarten. 
Efforts to advance our city’s residents into productive adulthood include

the announcement that the library is launching Career Online High School,
a program for adults to earn a high school diploma. The Mayor also high-
lighted Compete Milwaukee’s success in connecting underemployed City
residents with on-the-job training within city departments.
Mayor Barrett affirmed that Milwaukee’s water has always met the federal

standards for lead safety. Even so, his administration has taken bold and
proactive steps to replace lead service lines. The Mayor acknowledges that
one of the most serious health risks our children continue to face is exposure
to lead paint. 
The Mayor, together with the City of Milwaukee Health Department, have

made continual progress in reducing the number of children with high lead
levels.
“Yes, a child born today will grow up in a city that addresses the challenges

before it. I’m proud we are a city of strong partnerships. I’m proud that res-
idents, neighborhood and community groups are vested in building a stronger
Milwaukee,” said Mayor Tom Barrett.
“I am enthusiastic and optimistic about our future: a future where every

child is part of an inclusive, vibrant city that is thriving economically and
culturally. I invite everyone to share my optimism and join us as we move
Milwaukee forward!”

In the blink of an eye, longtime activist and
civil rights leader Wendell Harris went from
hero to villain; from a champion of public edu-
cation to a disciple of the Koch brothers; from
Aretha Franklin to R. Kelly.
What happened in that microsecond? How did Wendell move from a cham-

pion of public education to the pawn of the invisible empire of privatization?
Well, you probably believe that transformation occurred if you drank the

poisoned Kool-Aid offered by that group that camps across the street from
the public school administration building on Vliet Street.
If so, you also believe Tupac is alive and Harris committed a cardinal sin,

a biblical blasphemy; a Jussie Smollett scam of epic proportions. What did
you do? You ask? Why, he put the children he was elected to serve as a Mil-
waukee school board director before the interests and sanctity of the Milwau-
kee Teachers Education Association (MTEA).
My God, my God, my Nyame! May he burn in hell! Or at least that’s where

the MTEA wants to sentence him for having committed the uforgiveable
crime of…CARING FOR BLACK CHILDREN! (Oh, the horror!)

And while the union may not have the divine providence it claims—and
uses—to control other board members with, Wendell could end up on the
outside looking in if parents and other voters succumb to the union’s despi-
cable assault.
Sadly, and despite the stakes, most Black parents of failing students will

find an excuse not to vote on April 2, and if that historic pattern occurs again,
Wendell’s crusade to tear down the walls of educational options and sustain
options for parents will go the way of typewriters and $50 littering tickets
(the Milwaukee Common Council raised that penalty to $500 last week).
In any other country, culture or cave, this scenario would sound ridiculous.

But not for Milwaukee--or Denver, Los Angeles or Oakland, CA. In those
latter communities, teachers have gone on strike not necessarily for higher
pay or benefits, but to block the school house door.
Or to be more specific, to stop poor and minority families (traitors the union

calls them) from leaving government schools for educational environments
where they feel their children have a better chance of succeeding—whether
that be in private, charter schools, or open enrollment opportunities in suburbs
(an option the union doesn’t seem to be in conflict with).
This year over 33,000 children—including mine—took advantage of one

of those options. In my case, it was a non-instrumentality charter, with a
proven track record of success, superior rankings on the state tests, and a mix-
ture of independent and former MPS teachers who care more about children
than benefits.
And that’s an open wound to the MTEA. Because where once many of the

private schools were inferior, they have been essentially weeded out.
That fact was revealed by several recent studies, including the last report

card by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, that showed Black
children attending private schools participating in the choice program (there
are no voucher schools, that’s another lie of the union) did better and had
higher graduation rates than their government school counterparts.
And non-instrumentality charters, which Wendell came under fire for sup-

porting, excelled better than most private schools.
The MTEA hates both of those options not only because they don’t have

to hire union teachers, but more importantly they threaten the status quo—
government school job security.
So, forget that manure and propaganda the union is using to melt the snow

on our streets, including a libelous campaign flyer in which they call Wendell
everything but a child of Nyame (God).  Manure is manure even if you try to
cover the smell with perfume.
In fact, the flyer being circulated by union members is so full of lies, innu-

endoes and misrepresentations of the facts, that it could be a speech for Don-
ald Trump.
And like Trump’s speeches, its intent is to confuse and mislead voters and

maintain the status quo. 
If the truth were more widely known (meaning people would read more

and pay attention), Wendell would be applauded, instead of crucified.
And toward that end, let me throw a few facts your way:
The Milwaukee Parental School Choice program was created to offer poor

Black children an opportunity to escape the entrenched system of educational
apartheid.
That wall still exists, given MPS owns one of the highest dropout rates,

lowest reading proficiency rates for Black fourth and eighth graders, and the
widest gap between Black and white academic achievement in North Amer-
ica.
And oh yeah, let me bust another balloon floated by the MTEA: the basic

components of the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP) was initially
introduced by then MPS Superintendent Robert S. Peterkin.
He recognized at the time that small community schools were educating

and inspiring Black children when MPS could not. He asked a coalition—
Harambee and Urban Day among them--to join him in lobbying for a school
choice bill that would create a public/private partnership.
The late, great Black Nationalist Polly Williams interceded only when the

MTEA hijacked the bill and cracked the whip on state Democrats who added
nonsensical amendments that bordered on being racist.
And the charter school movement? It was started by a former president of

the national teacher’s union!
Yeah, you read that right as well. Another misrepresentation of the union.

How can anyone privatize (another made-up word to hoodwink people), a
system that is in fact sponsored and chartered by MPS, the city and UWM?
Charters are public schools, with autonomy.
They are essentially specialty schools like Rufus King and Milwaukee

School of Language, but without the admission requirements that many Black
children can’t meet because they are behind grade level by the time they get
to high school.  The union blames poverty, parents and popcorn.  You figure
it out.
Against that back drop, two years ago Harris, up to that point a darling of

the union—went against that organization’s lobbying to block a successful
charter, Carmen, from integrating with a failing high school Pulaski.
In a nutshell, the issue wasn’t about quality education but stopping poor

and minority children from leaving traditional—albeit failing—government

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

“WHAT!” Board Director Wendell Harris
is for (gasp!) the children!...”COOL!”

(continued on page 6)

MPS School Board 
Director Wendell Harris

Judge Andrew Jones
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Spencer said her age makes her more appealing to mil-
lennials in the village, who see her as someone who offers
fresh ideas that would be attractive to younger individu-
als.
If elected, Spencer would be the second African Amer-

ican on the trustee board. The lone Black member cur-
rently is Wanda Montgomery, director of community
partnership for Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, and
president of the board of directors for National Black
Child Development Institute—Milwaukee Affiliate.
Montgomery is now running for Brown Deer Village

President.
The position Spencer is running for is the equivalent

of being a big city alderman. The duties entail handling
the village’s finances and making sure residents of the
village are provided basic municipal services.
There are six elected trustees and one elected village

president. Each member of the board is elected to serve a
three-year term. Every year, two trustee seats are up for
re-election. The board is also responsible for appointing
the village manager, who serves as the chief administra-
tive officer in the village and oversees the day-to-day op-
erations.
Spencer is running against three other candidates: two

incumbents, Jeff Baker and Gary Springman, and one
other challenger, Laura Grisson.
If elected, Spencer will be the youngest woman on the

trustee board. “I know I will be the youngest compared
to the men on the board,” Spencer said glibly. 
A resident of the village for two years, Spencer said

she’s running because she cares about the community she
lives in and wants to help make it more progressive and
attractive to new businesses, while retaining established
ones. The candidate said the village must develop a busi-
ness plan that promotes a more welcoming spirit.
“There are a lot of empty business spaces that are

wasted and are an eyesore,” Spencer said. “You can’t at-
tract new businesses when you have businesses closing
down. You shouldn’t have to go outside Brown Deer to
work, play, and start a business.”
Spencer wants to create an atmosphere of transparency

as it relates to how the village government operates,
something she says is currently lacking.
“People need to know where to go to be heard,”

Spencer said. “To know that something will be done
about their concerns and issues.
“Residents shouldn’t have to come to board meetings

three or four times to have their problems addressed in
an urgent and thoughtful way.”
Having attended board meetings before deciding to

run, Spencer noted they often looked like closed congres-
sional hearings. Spencer said she would work to make the
board more transparent in its deliberations. She even sug-
gested live-steaming the meetings for those who can’t at-
tend.
Spencer would also champion greater collaboration be-

tween the village board and the Brown Deer school
board. She would like to see the creation of a liaison po-
sition to bridge the current divide she sees and foster
greater cooperation in order to solve the problems within
the school district.

(continued from front page)

Business owner/educator Nakia Spencer
wants to bring transparency, accountability
to Brown Deer Trustee Board

into life. He said the Fruit of Islam (FOI) in Milwaukee
go into the communities to promote peace, resolve con-
flicts between opposing parties, help curb sex trafficking
while protecting and securing the community’s women.  
In addition, Min. Muhmmad said Black Muslims serve

as police officers, civil servants, business people and peo-
ple in county government in key capacities in Wisconsin.
The minister recalled that in 1995, Min. Farrakhan “put
a call out” for a Million Man March.  The march called
for “atonement” and “reconciliation” for the Black man
in America.  
The Minister urged Black men to gather in Washington,

D.C. on a Monday and ask Allah (God) for forgiveness.
Nearly two million Black men showed up and there was-
n’t one reported incident on October 16, 1995.
Five years later, Min. Farrakhan encouraged people to

attend the Million Family March, to promote strong mar-
riage and strong family life.  
In 2005, the Minister drew upon inspiration from Allah

(God), and the Millions More Movement was formed.
The march produced nine ministries and the Local Or-
ganizing Committees in different cities.  The ministries
help the Black, Red, Brown and the disenfranchised uti-
lize their gifts and talents.  
At the news conference many of the gathered commu-

nity leaders and political figures spoke in defense of the
Milwaukee Mosque and praised its many endeavors in

the city’s Black community to uplift it economically,
morally, and spiritually.
Noting the mosque has been a strong community part-

ner in the city, Common Council President Ashanti
Hamilton said the mosque’s members have never been
accused of accosting anyone or spray painting someone’s
house. He added the mosque continues to be a guide on
how to deal with the violence in the city, while handling
“tempers” of hate.
Radio talk show host Earl Ingram stated he has been

directly involved with many brothers and sisters in the
Nation of Islam.  
“[Look at] what the Nation of Islam has done for this

community, and I’m a lifelong resident of this commu-
nity…the amount of people they have helped and the im-
pact they have had on the lives of many of us,” said
Ingram.  “’I love these brothers and sisters in Milwaukee
and all across America.  Maybe, you (speaking to the
gathered mainsteam media) need to walk into the rough-
est neighborhoods in our communities without
weapons.’”
Activist Brian Verdin said he was “terribly disap-

pointed” in the mainstream Milwaukee media.  “Every-
one I’ve worked with in the Nation of Islam always
exuded love and concern for our community.  The Nation
is clearly not a hate group at all.  You will find that broth-
ers and sisters in the Nation of Islam are some of the
finest role models in our community.”

Milwaukee NOI Mosque 
rejects its placement on
state hate groups list
(continued from page 2)
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schools.
Oh, one more interesting component to this reality

show: According to one report, MPS teachers dispropor-
tionately send their children to private and charter schools
when they can’t get into specialty schools.
Talk about hypocrites!
Here is a special interest that wants to block the school-

house door to insure their employment viability—yet its
members sneak their children through the back door!
What makes this entire scenario all the more bizarre is

that Wendell is a former vice president of the local branch
of the NAACP—an organization that unsuccessfully sued
to stop school choice.
He is also a union man. His wife is a former union of-

ficial. In other words, he fit the profile of a union en-
dorsed candidate for the school board to a “T”. So, they
endorsed him for the board.
But he refused to be the court jester and instead saw

how entrenched the system of educational apartheid was.
So he did what any righteous community leader would
do: He stood with the children.
Those of us who pay attention predicted the smear and

libelous campaign against Wendell was on the horizon,
as within hours of his voting for Carmen a couple of years
ago, MTEA union protestors were parading outside his
home.
Interestingly, according to one report, a White woman

carried a hand-written sign calling him an “Uncle Tom
and a sellout.” (She was probably the same “lady” who
wrote the copy for the flyer against Wendell.)
Talk about racial blasphemy. Have we reached the

point in race relations when missionaries (like the ones
who led us to the slave ships) feel comfortable calling
brothers “Uncle Toms”?
But the assault didn’t end there. Last week, Wendell

left his home to find his car had been egg bombed. 
Other attacks are piling up, but most are verbal (they

usually find a Black person to carry out that dastardly
deed so as not to appear racist).
And Wendell is not the only brother to fall under that

union stratagem. Ask former school board Director
Michael Bonds. He was so fed up he told a union official
to “go to hell,” during a board meeting.
I have to give Wendell credit. I talked with him last

week during a meeting to discuss educational reform ini-
tiatives and bringing resources and expertise to Milwau-
kee for “all” children. 
He said he wasn’t surprised by the union’s attacks, and

while he supports teachers, the MTEA hierarchy can kiss
where the sun doesn’t shine.
“I’m for children,” he said. “And there’s a word for

those people who use our children as pawns so they can
benefit financially.”
He didn’t say what that word is, but I assume it would

be “poverty pimp.” (Yeah, that’s two words, but you have
to excuse me because I’m a product of MPS as well.)
There are some who would suggest Wendell should

slow his roll, to kiss the union ring and drop a knee. But
that’s not Wendell, yesterday, today or tomorrow.
Instead, during an interview Friday on Sherwin Hughes

“The Forum” radio show on Resistance radio 1530, he
stood his ground.
No, actually he went on the attack.
Those who know, would think Wendell and I are sworn

enemies. Quite the contrary. While Wendell and I have

fought like cats and dogs over the years over education—
or more specifically, school choice—we always con-
cluded our debates with a show of love and respect.
Yep, I love the brother and strongly encourage you to

support him as well.
I have never questioned Wendell’s concern for our

community in general and our children in particular. He
is a trusted and proven leader who has grown into the
most respected and admired school board director in re-
cent memory.
We just found ourselves at various times on different

trains, but the same track.
But I have to admit, a smile curled my lip when I heard

him take on the union on the radio Friday, challenging
the status quo and refusing to back down from his com-
mitment to children.
That shy smile was generated not just because he stood

his ground, but because he has finally seen the light—
which some might assume is the signal that you’re on
your way to heaven, or hell.
To Sherwin, he echoed something I have repeatedly

said over the years: that I love and appreciate teachers,
but the union that represents them does not have the best
interest of our children at heart. That body has blocked
every major reform since desegregation (and fought it as
well).
The union’s sole agenda is to maximize its clout, to

lobby for benefits that are the envy of all other public em-
ployees. 
The Wallet Report last year said they had the 13th best

benefit package in the United States.
I don’t blame them for getting what they can. Teachers

are undervalued yet have one of the most important jobs
in society today. But I jump off that train when it’s at the
expense of my chocolate and vanilla children.

In most of Europe, and surely all of West Africa, the
well-being of children is paramount.
But here in Milwaukee, where the teacher’s union as-

serts some kind of mystical power, the children come sec-
ond. Or maybe third or fourth for Black children.
As a result, Wendell Harris, the former vice president

of the NAACP, a dedicated and uncompromising com-
munity activist, is coming under vile and vicious attack
today because he made a decision as a school board di-
rector that benefitted poor Black and brown children
against the express desires of the union.
“(I) fought for public education all my adult life,” he

said Friday. “But I’m for our children; particularly those
who attend public schools, which as I understand it, is
any school that receives public (tax payer) money. That’s
why I’m also for equity,” he said, noting everyone bene-
fits when our children succeed.
Wendell said if it’s a sin to do his job as a board mem-

ber, so be it.
“I put children first…. people have reasons for looking

at this system with blinders on…. but you shouldn’t be
against something we all strive for,” (quality education
for all children). Wendell said while he still respects and
admires teachers—many of whom have expressed sup-
port for him—he’s had it with the union.
He said he cannot respect any group that uses poor

Black children as pawns to achieve their agenda.  
I couldn’t have said it better myself.
That’s a lesson those on both sides of Vliet Street

should pay heed to.
Hotep.

SIGNIFYIN’:Wendell Harris
takes on the dragon that is
the teacher’s union
(continued from page 5)
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