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INSIDE: BLACK HISTORYMONTH 2019PROVES RACISMALIVE AND WELL!

HABARIHABARI
GANIGANI??
(What’s The News?)
Local & National
News Briefs

HABARI GANI is a Swahili term meaning “What is
the news?” It is used when greeting others during
Kwanzaa and year-round to greet a friend or rela-
tive.

The Milwaukee Mosque of the Na-
tion of Islam is on a list of 15 Wiscon-
sin hate groups compiled by the
Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC),
which tracks and monitors U.S. hate
and extremists organizations.

The Milwaukee mosque is one of three named
groups based in the city. Nationwide, the SPLC iden-
tified more than 1,000 hate groups.

The leaders of the Milwaukee NOI mosque took
exception to being on the list,
calling it “slanderous.”

In a letter to the city’s
Black community that was
placed on his Facebook page,
Student Minister William
Muhammad, who heads the
Milwaukee Mosque, Mu-
hammad Mosque #3, said a
Channel 58 news report,
which included a picture of
the mosque, placed them as
“the face of hate to the pub-
lic.”

“We do not take the escala-
tion of this slander lightly,” said Muhammad in the
letter. “In an environment of heightened racist vio-
lence and Islamophobia, to target our mosque could
potentially direct misguided individuals to our loca-
tion to do harm to the believers, our children, and
guests.”

Judge Andrew 
Jones commits 
to strengthen 
public trust
Judicial candidate once
worked with NAACP 
Legal Defense and Education
Fund as a law student

Milwaukee County Circuit Court Judge Andrew
Jones is committed to ensuring that his time on the
bench only strengthens the public’s trust in our courts.

“Trial court judges are absolutely central to the func-
tioning of our legal system. They need to be efficient
and effective in handling and
resolving the many kinds of
cases that come before them. 

But, more importantly, they
need to be independent, they
need to be fair, and they always
need to faithfully and equally
apply the law to everyone who
appears before them,” Jones
said.

Having practiced as a trial
and appellate lawyer at every
level of the state and federal
court systems for over 24
years, Jones believes he was in a position over those
many years to learn what makes a judge a good judge,
one parties and their lawyers respect and welcome the
opportunity to appear before, regardless of the nature of
their case.

According to Jones:  “In my observation, good judges
are always prepared, having done the hard work to be
ready to hear a case. 

Good judges are open minded and ready to listen.
Good judges are respectful of the lawyers and parties
who appear before them, recognizing how important
every dispute is to the parties involved. Good judges are

PU
LSE O

F 
THE COMMUNITY
Photos and question by Yvonne Kemp

QUESTION OF THE WEEK: QUESTION OF THE WEEK: “So far in 2019, their have been 206 reported“So far in 2019, their have been 206 reported
cases of the measles. We asked four members of the Milwaukee Frontiers:cases of the measles. We asked four members of the Milwaukee Frontiers:

“Should it be mandatory to have parents immunize their children?“Should it be mandatory to have parents immunize their children?
“I believe it
should be
mandatory and I
base this on my
own experience.
In the late 40s
early 50s, it was
mandatory to be
vaccinated or you
could not attend MPS. The measles
was virtually eradicated throughout
the ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s, ‘90s.”

JAMES 
GREEN

“It should be
mandatory for
all of our chil-
dren to be vac-
cinated for the
measles. (It’s)
because of the
risk of the country having an out-
break of measles.”

JAMES 
KIMBLE

“Yes, it should
be mandatory.
There is suffi-
cient evidence
that it (vaccina-
tions) do work
and it is not in-
jurious to those getting the
shoot.” 

JIM 
COPELAND

“(It) should be
mandatory, with a
few exceptions. As
a student in MPS,
it was required of
all students to
have vaccinations.
The only excep-
tions were physi-
cian approved. Measles were almost
eliminated when the requirement was in
place.”

DONALD B.
JACKSON

Family, friends, band-
mates, and ardent fans
came together at Chris-
tian Faith Church on
Good Hope Road to cele-
brate the legendary life
of local musical icon
Harvey Scales, Sr. There
was plenty of music and
remembrances of Scales
by many who attended
the funeral service,
which was officiated by
Rev. Lovelace Redmond.
The repast after the fu-
neral, held at Mr. J’s, was
a free concert consisting
of past and present mem-
bers of Harvey Scales
and the Seven Sonds
band. “
Rest in peace “Twister!”
—Photos by 
Yvonne Kemp(More Habari Gani on page 2)

Alverno Community Conference
Will Focus on Empowering Women

Alverno College will host its annual Community Conference on Fri-
day, March 29, centered around the theme of Empowering Women.
Griselda Aldrete, president and chief executive officer of Hispanic Pro-
fessionals of Greater Milwaukee, will serve as the keynote speaker of
the event, which is open to the public. 

The annual day of learning, which provides an opportunity for the
extended Alverno community to share research,new initiatives and
best practices, includes workshops, discussions and creative activities.
More than 20 breakout sessions will be offered on a variety of topics,
including the 2019 Alverno Report: the Status of Girls in Wisconsin,
developed by the college’s Research Center for Women and Girls; ex-
ecutive women and power; Latina leadership; and more.

For more information about the 2019 Alverno Community Confer-
ence or to register, visit alverno.edu/communityconference. Addi-
tional questions can be directed to the Assessment and Outreach
Center at 414-382-6020 or alverno.outreach@alverno.edu.

The event is sponsored by the Johnson Financial Group.

Community discussion on
state of its mental health to
be held March 16

The State of African American mental health will be the topic of a
community discussion on how behavioral challenges such as bi-polar-
ism, schizophrenia, and other psychological maladies impact Black
men, women and children.

The discussion will be held March 16, from 1 to 4 p.m. at 3353 N.
MLK Drive. During the discussion, attendees will learn what personal-
ity disorders are, what “dual-diagnosis” is, and why is substance
abuse affecting our community?

The panelists who will lead the discussion are respected individu-
als who have a combined 100-plus years of experience helping those
in need of guidance and counseling: Alfonzo Watkins, Amatullah Um-
rani, Thomasina Jenkins, Dorothy Thompson, Mark Fossie, and Clem
Richardson.

For more information, contact Alfonzo Watkins at 414-399-4132.

Ald. Khalif Rainey to hold
monthly meet and greets at
the Sherman Phoenix

Residents of the seventh aldermanic dis-
trict will have an opportunity to connect
with their alderman, Khalif Rainey the first
Saturday of every month this year at the
Sherman Phoenix, 3536 W. Fond du Lac
Ave., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

“I am looking forward to meeting resi-
dents every first Saturday in the district,”
Rainey said of this unique approach that al-
lows his district’s residents to connect with
him without having to travel to City Hall or attend a meeting.

“I encourage everyoe to connect with me at the beautiful new
Sherman Phoenix building in a relaxed setting where we can discuss
city services and other important issues.” (Seel list of dates on pg. 2)

Ald. Rainey

Judge 
Andrew Jones

(continued on page 5)

Local Nation of
Islam Mosque 
on state hate
groups list
Mosque leader calls hate watch-
dog group’s listing “slanderous”
Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

Student 
Min. William
Muhammad

(continued on page 5)

HARVEY SCALES REMEMBERED
Rev. Lovelace Redmond of Chris-
tian Faith Church delivering the
eulogy for Harvey Scales.

Mayor Tom Barrett with the family of Harvey Scales holding a proclamation and citation from the
city and the mayor’s office in his honor.

Mayor Barrett with Harvey Scales, Jr.

The last three living members of the original Harvey Scales and
the Seven Sounds band (left to right): Rolla Armstead, Rudy Ja-
cobs, and William Stonewall. The three men played at a music
filled repast in the legendary musician’s honor.
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Every First Saturday
MARCH 2
APRIL 6

MAY 4
JUNE 1
JULY 6
AUGUST 3

SEPTEMBER 7
OCTOBER 5
NOVEMBER 2
DECEMBER 7

Meet Ald. Khalif Rainey at the
SHERMAN 
PHOENIX
3536 W. FOND DU LAC AVE. • 11:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M.

HABARIHABARIGANIGANI??
WHAT ’S  THE  NEWS in  YOUR  Commun i t y !
Common Council 
approves industrial
hemp legislation

On Tuesday (February 26) the full Common Council approved new
legislation allowing the city to explore the possibility of creating an in-
dustrial hemp production facility at the Century City development near
N. 35th St. and W. Capitol Dr. 

Common Council File #181465, a resolution sponsored by Alderman
Khalif J. Rainey, directs the Department of City Development to study
the feasibility of creating an industrial hemp production facility at the
Century City development and to report the findings of this study to the
Common Council within 90 days. Industrial hemp is an eco-friendly,

versatile crop that is used for industrial and consumer products with an
estimated U.S. retail value of $820 million as of 2017. The Century City
development – which has struggled to attract tenants – may have soil
ideal for growing industrial hemp or the infrastructure to support hy-
droponic farming practices.

“This move represents how Milwaukee strives to be an environmen-
tally conscious leader in both the Midwest and throughout the United
States,” said Alderman Rainey. “Industrial hemp is an eco-friendly ma-
terial with a steadily climbing retail value, and a production facility
would create jobs, economic growth and build a greener, more sustain-
able future for Milwaukee and its residents.”

“Additionally, with Wisconsin exceeding expectations with the hemp
crop in 2018 and with the state anticipated being one of the top pro-
ducers of hemp within the next 10 years I want the City of Milwaukee
and its people to be poised to benefit from this emerging market,” Al-
derman Rainey said.

Representative Crowley
Praises Gov. Evers’ Common
Sense Budget Plan
Milwaukee state Rep. David Crowley recently praised Gov. Tony Evers for

making good on his campaign promise of making a new way forward for
Wisconsin with his two-year budget plan, which he said is full of common
sense ideas.
The plan focuses on making sure

all of Wisconsin’s young people re-
ceive an excellent public education,
automatic voter registration and
eliminating disenfranchisement, as
well as the decriminalizing of small
amounts of marijuana.
Each aspect of the plan positively

impacts minorities, eliminating dis-
parities and guaranteeing equity
and fairness.
Crowley also praised the governor for including in his budget $2 million

to help fix the broken relationship that exists between the police and com-
munities of color.
“It is a new day in Wisconsin,” proclaimed Crowley. “I am excited to

begin the hard work of passing the governor’s budget, and look forward
to working with him in the months to come.”

3 city libraries 
to receive solar 
installations

The City of Milwaukee will take major steps
to increase use of clean and renewable en-
ergy this spring. The City’s Environmental Col-
laboration Office (ECO) will install 209
kilowatts (kW) of solar PV on three Milwaukee
Public Library buildings. The Library installa-
tions will triple the current amount of in-
stalled solar on City buildings and save
approximately $35,000 per year. 

The City’s sustainability plan, ReFresh Mil-
waukee, set a 25% by 2025 renewable en-
ergy goal, andMayor Barrett has joined over
400 mayors to show that the City of Milwau-
kee remains committed to the principles of
the Paris Climate Agreement.

“Milwaukee is leading by example in the
transition to a clean energy future,” said
Mayor Tom Barrett.  “These three projects are
the first steps to achieve the City’s aggressive
renewable energy goals.”

ECO is working with Eagle Point Solar to in-
stall systems at:

• Center St. Library – 2727 W. 
Fond Du Lac Avenue
o   54 kW
• Central Library – 814 W. 
Wisconsin Avenue
o   115. kW
•  Tippecanoe Library – 3912 S. 
Howell Avenue
o   40 kW

M O R E

Rep. Crowley
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Creating 
The Perfect
Environment
Creating an environment for you

and your tween to feel confident
in, opens doors for communica-
tion. We’ve been discussing what
happens when our tweens begin
growing and maturing and the out-
comes are endless! 

While we can’t change the past, parents can adopt cer-
tain environmental techniques to lead and guide their
children in the right direction. Conversations about sex,
protection, STD’s and dating are never the first thing on
a parent’s or tween’s mind, but how can you create a
space and a relationship that makes these serious conver-
sations take place with little to no reservation? 

So, you want your tween to trust you, right? The only
thing is you have no idea how to start paving the way for
that to happen. 

Well, I think it is safe to say that trusting parents, were
once trusting children themselves and building the bridge
between you and your tween’s relationship is something
similar. 

The concept of trust is very complicated and often mis-
interpreted, however with your actions and words, your
behavior can be one of the most important things your
tween is observing. In order to harvest the development
of positive core beliefs that instill trust, there are a few
things you can do. 
#1. Listen
Hearing is one thing. Listening is a completely differ-

ent ball game. Yes you are the parent and you will always
have the upper hand. Every child knows that, or at least
they should. 

However, in the midst of your parenting, being so
caught up in authority and “who is boss” is one way to
push your tween further away. So, how do you show your
child that you are listening to them without stepping off
your throne of parenting? 

Something as simple as nodding when talks are being
had and even paraphrasing the words back to them when
that they speak, can help them feel sure that while you
are the authoritative figure, you are also listening and you
understand their point of view. 
#2. Honesty
Tweens may not have as many years of experience at

life like parents and grandparents do, but they are defi-
nitely not stupid. The same way you get a funny feeling
when you feel you’re not being told the whole truth,
tweens and teens have the same gut feeling. If telling
them the truth is such a hard thing, at least explain to
them the circumstances of going to into detail of what-
ever it is you don’t want to fully say. Explaining things
help keep confusion down and while you may not have
told them everything, you have at least gained their trust
by explaining and not leaving them in the dark to make
their own story up. 
#3 Stay Consistent
Being reliable falls at the top of the pyramid for me. A

parent that never comes through and is inconsistent with
his/her words, actions and teachings causes uncertainty
in a child’s brain. This could easily turn into your child
never wanting to confide in you if they can never paint
you as a reliable and consistent person. Developing a
negative mindset towards a parent can result in heavy
reservation within your child’s communication.
#4. Be open
Last but not least, my personal favorite, is to always be

open. While boundaries are important, having too many
restrictions and not allowing inside access to your child
can be detrimental to the health of your parent-child re-
lationship. Being open about your short-comings, mis-
takes, struggles, and fears show your children that for
one, you are human and are not perfect and never expect
them to be. Secondly, it teaches them that they can also
be open with you as well. Here’s a question: How likely
do you think a teen girl/boy will open up about a crush,
if she doesn’t feel comfortable that the same openness is
being reciprocated to him/her? 

Think “You scratch my back. I scratch yours.” This is
the type of relationship parents and their growing tween
can mirror. As long as they feel they can trust and be
trusted, these not-so-easy conversations can be had with
no problem. The older they get, they will confide in you
in many things they will experience in life and what bet-
ter teacher to have than the one who has already “Been
there, Done that?” 

Paishance Welch
Tweens, Teens & Young Adults

Students receive scholarships
Eleven students (above) pose with Steven Weddle (standing center), who
keynoted the recent Milwaukee Times Black Excellence Awards event. The
students are recipients of 2019 Louvenia Johnson Scholarship. The student
recipients are (left to right seated): Mia Rimmer, Jordyn Smith, Marissa
Morgan, Jeanessa Gant, Jaya Owens; (standing rear, left to right): Ben-
jamin Thompson, Edward Rogers, Jr. (who received the Dr. Lester L.
Carter, Jr. Scholarship Award), Myles Walker, Abdilkarim Ali Ashanti Tra-
vers, Jr., Rahsaan Roberson-Teague.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

9th 
Annual
Girls’
Day at
City Hall

Alderwomen Milele A. Coggs,
Chantia Lewis and Nikiya Dodd
will host the 9th annual Girls’ Day

on March 14. This special day of-
fers young women the opportunity
to find out more information about
a future in public service and lead-
ership by meeting a number of local
leaders. There will be no on-site
registration on the day of the event,

which will include panel discus-
sions and workshops in addition to
opportunities for active engagement
and involvement with several public
service-oriented organizations and
entities focused on young women
and led by women. 

Ald. Coggs

“When educating
the minds of our
youth we must
not for-
get to
educate
their
hearts.”
—Hentry Peter 
Brougham, courtesy of 
andreanalumni.org
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RELIGIONRELIGION

WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

FIRSTFIRST
SUNDAYSUNDAY
The NEWMCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community
If you have news about your church

and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOUR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance). 
Below is the list of things we would

like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com
We look forward to hearing from you

and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper

Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez 
defends Ilhan
Omar after 
accusations of
anti-semitism
The freshman congresswoman
from New York is not letting
the criticisms of her colleague
by Democratic veteran law-
makers go unchallenged
By Blue Telusma-courtesy of the-
grio.com, posted March 5, 2019

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
came to the defense of fellow con-
gressional freshman Rep. Ilhan
Omar in response to the backlash
Omar has received due to her com-
ments about Israel.

According to USA Today, on
Monday and Tuesday the outspoken

New York Democrat posted a series
of messages on social media as the
House prepares to vote on a resolu-
tion condemning anti-Semitism.

Ocasio-Cortez’s defense of Omar
comes as the Minnesota congress-
woman is facing a new round of crit-
icism after remarks that suggested
supporters of Israel in America are
pushing U.S. lawmakers to take “al-
legiance to a foreign country.”

It is the second time in as many
months that Omar has been accused
of anti-semitism. 

Last month, she apologized for a
tweet that came as a response to a
journalist tweeting that House Mi-
nority Leader Kevin McCarthy, a
California Republican, had threat-
ened punishment for Omar and
House colleague Rashida Tlaib, a
Muslim-American and a Democrat
from Michigan, for their stances on
Israel. In response, Omar tweeted,
“It’s all about the Benjamins baby.”

Things also became dramatic
when Omar suggested in a tweet that
there are members of Congress paid
by the American Israel Public Af-
fairs Committee (AIPAC) to support

Israel.
In the tweets this week, the New

York Democrat called out lawmak-
ers for unleashing an inconsistent
standard in their condemnation of
bigotry. 

Ocasio-Cortez contends that while
Omar, a Minnesota Democrat, has
been accused on both sides of the
aisle of using anti-Semitic tropes in
her critiques of U.S. policy in the
Middle East – others have gone on
unchecked for much more egregious
offenses.

hat last example is in reference to
racially charged comments Rep.
Mark Meadows, R-N.C., made in
2012, in which he vowed to send
then-President Barack Obama
“home to Kenya.”

Ocasio-Cortez’s tweets were
sparked by comments from Demo-
cratic California Rep. Juan Vargas,
who posted, “It is disturbing that
Rep. Omar continues to perpetuate
hurtful anti-Semitic stereotypes that
misrepresent our Jewish community.
Additionally, questioning support
for the U.S.-Israel relationship is un-
acceptable.”

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford 

& Frazier

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sin-
cere concern at your time of need. Offer-
ing pre-need, at need and after-care

services to families in Milwaukee, Racine,
Kenosha and other communities 

throughout our state.

In Memorial

Fasting from food, feeding
on the Bible during Lent
(RNS) — “What are you giving

up for Lent?” is a question Catholics
direct at each other this time of year.
“Giving up” usually applies to food,
in keeping with the church’s ancient
practice of fasting. We moderns
have found the idea of fasting can
also apply to habits like television
or social media.

Fasting is seen as a way of doing
penance for sin as well as being
united with Jesus, who spent 40
days fasting in the desert. 

The practice of fasting during the
40 days of Lent used to be manda-
tory for Catholics, with no eating
between meals. Also, breakfast and
lunch combined were not supposed
to be more than your main meal.

While fasting is not obligatory
anymore, it is encouraged. We
should, of course, put a priority on
giving up those things we should
not be doing anyway: smoking,
drugs, pornography, junk food, too
much alcohol, etc.

Doing something, rather than giv-
ing up something, is also an option
— regular exercise for many peo-
ple, including me, is a penance.

When the Rev. James Martin’s
non-Catholic college roommates
found out he was planning to give
up something for Lent, they re-
sponded that he shouldn’t be the one
to decide; he could cheat and pick
something he didn’t care about any-
way. 

So began a tradition of his room-
mates telling Father Martin what he
had to give up each Lent.

The medieval rules for fasting had
the effect of forcing the upper
classes to eat like poor people, who,
by comparison, were always fasting. 

So, if you really want to get into
the spirit of Lent, try surviving on
what can be bought with a month’s
worth of food stamps — which
aren’t valid for alcohol or hot pre-
pared foods. Give what you save to
the poor.

Another way to update Lent to the
needs of the 21st century would be
a carbon fast. If we all cut our car-
bon consumption during Lent that
would not only be a good penance,
it would help the planet. Likewise,
many churches are encouraging
members to give up plastic for Lent.

Fasting is only one way to ob-
serve this ancient tradition. You can
also choose to be nourished by the
Word of God. 

The daily liturgical Scripture
readings during the 40 days before
Easter were specially chosen for the
education of catechumens, those
who wanted to become Christians.
To prepare for their baptisms at the
Easter Vigil, the catechumens were
invited to the cathedral each day,
where the bishop would explain the
faith to them using the Scripture
readings.

In a sense, these readings were the
original catechism of the Catholic
Church, in an era before widespread
literacy and mass-produced books. 

They are a collection of the great-
est passages from Scripture. For
those who are already baptized, they
are a refresher course in what it
means to be a Christian.

Ideally, the best way to hear these
readings would be to go to daily
Mass during Lent, but if that is not
possible, there are lots of ways to
find the Lenten readings for your-
self. 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops has them on its website. An

app called iBreviary can be down-
loaded to your smartphone or tablet.

Using the podcast New American
Bible or NAB, you can listen to the
readings while commuting or walk-
ing (exercise body and soul at the
same time). Or you can have Alexa
read them to you using her skill
“Catholic Daily.”

I tend to listen to Alexa while
going to sleep or waking up in the
morning. 

She makes me laugh every time
she mispronounces “responsorial,”
as in “responsorial psalm.” For the
last couple of weeks she was also
having trouble with the Book of Sir-
ach. 

The NAB uses humans who don’t
make these mistakes. You might
even recognize your bishop’s voice
every once in a while as bishops,
priests and laity were used in
recording the readings.

For a long time, sadly, Catholics
were discouraged from reading the
Bible, but today the church pro-
motes the readings from Scripture.
The daily Scripture readings during
Lent are a great way to reintroduce
yourself to God’s Word.

The word “Lent” means “spring,”
a time for renewal and new birth.
Along with the sacraments, it is the
Scriptures that renew us and give
new life to the Christian community.
Whether you read or listen, the
Word of God is essential to the
Christian life. That is something to
do for Lent.

Retirement service to be held
at Mt. Olive Baptist Church for
Rev. John Patterson
After thirty-two years of Pastoring, Rev. John K. Pat-

terson is now retiring. There will be a special retirement
service for him at Mt. Olive Baptist Church Sunday,
April 14, starting at 3:30 p.m. Mt. Olive is located at
5277 N. 36th St. 
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never result-oriented, and they instead handle each case based solely on the
facts presented and the applicable law.”

“Parties need to be able to rely on the fact that when they come before a
judge, the law will be enforced and applied as it is written.” But, Jones also
emphasized, “the people of this community also need to know and be able to
rely on the fact that the law will be applied equally to everyone, without ex-
ception.”

Born and raised in Milwaukee, Jones’ legal education and career presented
him with numerous opportunities to prepare for his service on the bench.
From his work with the Wisconsin Department of Justice, Wisconsin Supreme
Court Justice Shirley Abrahamson, and the NAACP Legal Defense and Ed-
ucation Fund as a law student, to his work handling complex cases on behalf
of the City of New York and public and private clients here in Wisconsin, to
his service on the boards of directors of two major law firms, the arm of the
Milwaukee Bar Association that helps fund and oversee the Milwaukee Jus-
tice Center, and Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin, Jones believes he has
the courtroom and leadership experience necessary to serve the people of Mil-
waukee County well as a judge.

“Now that I am a judge, I am fully committed to serving all residents of
Milwaukee County with distinction, fairly and impartially applying the law
to everyone who comes before me. My courtroom does not belong to me. In-
stead, it belongs to the people of this community. 

As a sitting judge, I am very grateful to have the opportunity to contribute
in such a meaningful way to our judicial system and the community as a
whole. I would be honored to continue to serve the people of Milwaukee
County as the judge in Branch 40 of the Milwaukee County Circuit Court.”

To learn more about Judge Jones and his campaign, visit
https://www.judgeandrewjones.com.—Article courtesy of Urban Media

(continued from front page)
Judge Andrew Jones 

Call it coincidence, karma or divine
providence, for whatever reason
Black History Month 2019 may go
down as the most racially polarized of
the new millennium.

Just about every day a new head-
line or social media tag about a mind
boggling racial incident woke you up
to the reality that the medical commu-
nity has yet to find a cure for the can-
cer of racism and bigotry.

It was as if every time you turned
on your computer or switched chan-
nels on Spectrum, you were greeted
by some white supremacist trying to
restart the civil war, a politician’s past
indiscretions coming to life, or an-
other questionable police killing that
had its roots in racial profiling.

And that doesn’t include the 11,321
racially charged tweets from Donald
Grump…err… Trump.

Consider the following samples,
listed in no particular order:

• The recently elected governor of
Virginia is called a racist for appear-
ing in “blackface” while a medical
school student several decades ago.

And last week, his wife joined the
fraternity of racists for handing two
Black high school students’ balls of
cotton and asking how they would ac-
climate themselves as slaves.

• A White female Maryland state
representative—Mary Ann Lisanti—
was stripped of a committee assign-
ment after she was overheard saying
how frustrating it was for her to cam-
paign in a “nigger district”. (I assume
her comments would have been PC if
she said: “the n-word”.)

• The Madison, Wisconsin school
board fired six teachers since the be-
ginning of the year for using racist ep-
ithets.

Another Madison teacher is under
investigation for allegedly assaulting
an 11-year-old Black girl.

But don’t worry, Madison’s so-
called progressive press published a
story in which the school superintend-
ent said he would handle the situation
(which probably means bringing in a
high-priced consultant who will tell
the students they can’t recite the lyrics
of a Snoop Doggy Dud gangsta rap
song on school grounds).

• Those elementary school inci-
dents follow a series of racial incur-
sions at the near-by UW-Madison
campus.

Ironically (or should I say not sur-
prisingly), Madison is considered a
bastion of liberalism. You may recall
the Madison mayor kicked off his
failed gubernatorial campaign by de-
claring he would uproot a confederate
monument in that former abolitionist
city, apparently to show he stands op-
posed to white supremacy.

But that gesture backfired.
I think he received about seven

votes in his embarrassing bid for gov-
ernor, which may have been an indi-
cation that the so-called liberals were
upset that he revealed the Mason
Dixon line starts at the Canadian bor-
der.

• A former Louisiana secretary of
state has quickly rebounded from the
discovery that he wore, and paraded
around, in blackface, earrings, red lip-
stick and a New Orleans Saints ban-
dana (with large fake breasts) under a
purple T-shirt that said ‘Katrina Vic-
tim’ to mock the African American
victims of that devastating storm.”

Mike Ertel was fired by the
Louisiana governor from his ap-
pointed position after a photo of Ertel
(not to be confused with geeky Black
character on the 'Family Ties’ televi-
sion show) was publicized.

But he didn’t make it across town
to the unemployment office before he
was notified he was “awarded” a job
as the Seminole (Florida) supervisor
of elections.

Hmm, a homophobic, racist,
misogynist has oversight over elec-
tions.

Sounds like a promotion to me for
an All-American patriot who vowed
not to kneel during the playing of the
National Anthem.

• And then there was the Jussie
Smollett debacle. Smollett, one of the
stars of the propaganda-laced televi-
sion show, “Empire,” was arrested for
a publicity stunt in which he said he
was attacked in Chicago by a pair of
racist homophobes (who were liter-
ally in blackface).

Smollett, who will probably end up
serving some time in jail, but could
rebound with guess appearances on
the TV show “Chicago PD” playing
an asinine narcissist who orchestrates
the dumbest crime of the century in
which he leaves a trail of evidence
that even Dudley Doright could fol-
low.

• A coast guard officer is caught
with weapons and ammunition he
planned on using to start a race war,
at the same time a White supremacist
pleads guilty to murdering a New
York Black man, who also orches-

trated a similar plan as the Coast
Guard guy. 

Those reality show scripts made
their debut—ironically--during Black
History Month. But the most enter-
taining docudramas took place in our
nation’s capital, where reality and
soap operas seem to intermingle.

Not to be outdone, I assume con-
gress paid a Trump cabinet member
to write the script for the “you a
racist!” “No you are!” episode of “All
My Chillins.”

The opening scene had started with
the congressional hearing of former
Trump attorney Michael Cohen dur-
ing which the disgraced barrister
called President Donald Trump (aka
“45IQ,” the “Trumpeter,” and “Da’
Emperor”) a racist.

That assessment didn’t raise any
eyebrows since most folks with IQs
over nine already knew the prez was
the country’s leading bigot (and you
can’t be a bigot without being a
racist).

But what was instructional, if not
entertaining, was an exchange be-
tween freshman Rep. Rashida Tlaib
and House Oversight Committee
member Rep. Mark Meadows about
an African American HUD official--
Lynne Patton--who took issue with
that labeling of 45IQ.

Trump could not be a racist, much
less a bigot, because Patton would not
knowingly work for one, Meadows
declared to the flabbergasted hearing
audience.

What was equally insightful was
how the congressman strategically
situated Patton for the television cam-
eras, having her stand behind him like
some docile servant.

Her positioning prompted Tlaib to
question whether she was being used
as a “prop” or was merely an ignorant
pawn.

(Trump reportedly had told Cohen
that Black Americans were too “stu-
pid to vote” for him. Apparently, Pat-
ton didn’t fit that category.  She ‘s
obviously is enough.)

From the time Meadows started his
tirade in response to Tlaib’s allega-
tions until sanity was restored to the
hearing, one could visualize the next
few minutes morphing from a boring

soap opera to a minstrel show—
where the stars are in blackface, in-
cluding the African American extras.

In fact, it would have been a com-
edy, had it not been so disingenuous
and reminiscent of political slap stick.

Meadows, who didn’t hide his dis-
dain for former President Barack
Obama, who he repeatedly said
should return to his native country of
Kenya (the former president was
raised in Hawaii) actually formed his
lips to call Tlaib a racist, for suggest-
ing he was one.

And adding insult to injury, he used
the condescending “get out of jail free
card” by declaring he had a “Black
friend”: Rep. Elijah Cummings, the
chair of the committee, who appar-
ently thought there was too much ad-
libbing going on and tried to halt the
exchange.

Unfortunately, as a freshman repre-
sentative, Tlaib’s response wasn’t
among her finest moments, as she
was forced to apologize, saying her
“prop” comment was a reference to a
racist action by “somebody” (she did-
n’t call out Meadows by name), but
quickly added that you can commit a
racist act, without being a racist.

Got all of that?
In case you didn’t know, represen-

tatives are forbidden from “personal-
izing” their attacks on each other,
even though they supposedly take an
oath to support the constitution, in-
cluding the 1st Amendment.

Had I been a member of congress,
my career would be short-lived if I
had to compromise my integrity and
true feelings to be politically correct
or adhere to a set of parliamentary
rules that undermines common sense.

But apparently those rules provide
White congressmen the opportunity
to play the “trump” card (sorry, could-
n’t help that one).

However, in this case, it was obvi-
ous that Tlaib was playing “Spades,”
while Meadows and members of his
fraternity were playing “Bid Whist.”

Fortunately, February is the short-
est month of the year, otherwise we

probably could have stacked many
more racial headlines on top of those
docudramas.

In some respects, I guess it’s appro-
priate and enlightening that these
episodes occur during “our” month, if
for no other reason than to awaken us
to the fact that we have not crossed
over into the other side of the moun-
tain top.

But hey, racism in America may
end sooner than you thought. At the
same time Meadows was uttering
chants of reverse discrimination and

Democrats were trying to figure out
a creative way not to recall the born-

again governor of Virginia (and his
wife), NASA successfully docked a
new rocket at an orbiting space sta-
tion which some believe will attract
alien beings (not to be confused with
illegal immigrants).

That means, if there are any green
men out there ready to make
contact,the residents of planet earth

will have to reassess the concept of
multiple races based on hue, reli-

gion and political affiliation.  And
once we are forced to band together
as a single race (hue-men), those who
benefit from racism will go the way
of the black and white television sets
and manual typewriters
Hotep. 

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“Black racism is a myth created by Whites to
ease their guilt feelings. As long as Whites
can be assured that Blacks are racists, they
can find reasons to justify their own oppres-
sion of Black people.”—James H. Cone
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SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

Black History Month 2019 proves there
is still no cure for the cancer of racism!

URBAN MY
DIALOGUE

By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

Should I?
Should I be ashamed for being who I am?
For not accepting yesterday’s pain?
Should I be afraid of the change that’s com-
ing our way?
Should I cry openly for everyone that’s suf-
fering? 
Should I continue exposing those hustling
off of those that are struggling? 
Should I keep learning and teaching?
Should I keep reminding of the truths hid-
den behind the lies?
Should I continue being cautious, as well as
curious?
Should I focus on what’s considered the
“white privileged”? 
Should watch my back, but continue to
trust? 
Should I? Should I continue preaching
about togetherness? 
Should I? Should I focus on dreams or just
do better? 
Should I shout Black Power or even Black
Lives Matter,
Or get out here and actually protect our
women, men and children? 
Should I reach back to pull my people for-
ward? 
Should I? Should I wonder?
Should I be proud to be my brother’s
keeper?

Mr.Torre M Johnson Sr.
/ XMEN UNITED LLCLocal NOI Mosque on state hate groups list

Jamaal Smith, the racial justice
community engagement manager at
the YWCA Southeast Wisconsin, said
in a television interview the Black na-
tionalist group shouldn’t be lumped in
with groups that have swastikas in
their logos.

“Black nationalism is speaking in
support of Black people,” he said. “I
don’t see the hatred in that, especially
in a society where being Black brings
its challenges.”

Especially in Milwaukee which, sta-
tistically, is among the most hyper-
segregated cities in America and leads,
or is in the top five among U.S. cities
in racial disparities such as employ-
ment gap, wealth gap, income gap,
homeownership and poor race rela-
tions between the city’s police depart-
ment and communities of color.

Such a backdrop, says the YWCA’s
Smith, gives ample opportunity for in-
tolerance to flourish in Milwaukee.

“Until we get to a point where...people are willing to speak and be ag-
gressive in ending this hatred, then we’re going to continue to see this
uptick,” said Smith.

The Milwaukee mosque will hold a news conference to respond to the
“slanderous charges,” on Friday, March 8 at noon, at the Wisconsin Black

(continued from front page) “Black national-
ism is speaking
in support of
Black people...I
don’t see the
hatred in that,
especially in a
society where
being Black
brings its 
challenges.”
—Jamal Smith,
YWCA Southeast 
Wisconsin
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“A MAN WHO
STOPS 
ADVERTISING TO
SAVE MONEY IS
LIKE A MAN WHO
STOPS A CLOCK
TO SAVE TIME!”

—HENRY FORD
Don’t STOP your business from
PROFITING and GROWING! Place
YOUR display or 
classified ad in YOUR 
MILWAUKEE 
COMMUNITY 
JOURNAL! 
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