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PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITY
Photos and question
by Yvonne Kemp

“Ryan Braun
is my favorite
player be-
cause he is a
good
ballplayer.
He started
with the
Brewers. Hopefully he will
end with the Brewers.”

LANCE 
OLSON

“My favorite
player is Na-
tional League
MVP Chris-
tian Yelich.
He seems to
be very mod-
est and down
to earth and very giving.”

LUCRETIA 
DUNDENHOEFER

“My favorite
Brewer is Je-
remy Jeffress.
Jeremy is the
first African
American
closer on the
Brewers. He
looks like me! My favorite thing
about him is that serious face.”

NAZIER 
JONES

“My favorite
player is Je-
remy Jef-
fress. I like
his aggres-
siveness and
intense atti-
tude. It can’t
be denied at all.”

KEVIN
OWENS

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
We asked four Milwaukee BrewersWe asked four Milwaukee Brewers
baseball fans: baseball fans: “Who is your favorite“Who is your favorite

Brewers player and why?”Brewers player and why?”

Send your press release/event information to: 
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com

If it’s late January in Milwau-
kee, it’s time for “Brewers On
Deck 2019!” The annual
event held at the Wisconsin
Center, downtown, featured
appearances from over 40
players, including the Crew’s
newest member, Yasmani
Grandal. In addition, over 30
coaches, alumni, broadcast-
ers, and executives also ap-
peared to answer fans
questions about this year’s
team and their chances of
making it not only to the play-
offs, but the World Series! At
far left is the Brewers ace re-
liever Jeremy Jeffress holding
a plaque given to him by one
of his biggest fans, MCJ pho-
tographer Yvonne Kemp, who
also took the photo (at right)
of Darrin Reasby, owner of “R
U Kidding Me Bakery,” and a
heart transplant recipient
(standing) with another Jef-
fress fan at the event.

8th Annual Human Trafficking Awareness Day

The Human Trafficking Task Force of Greater Milwaukee recently hosted its 8th Annual Human Trafficking
Awareness Day event at 88Nine Radio’s offices, located at 220 E. Pittsburgh Ave. The highlight of the day were
two panels on Human Trafficking that talked about the problem and impact on the community and city, as well
as solutions and hope to eliminate the problem that disproportionately impacts Milwaukee’s Black community. In
attendance were Human Trafficking survivors, the awarding of the Martha Love Trailblazer 2019 Award to Mil-
waukee Police Lieutenant Dawn Jones, and closing remarks by Dana World-Patterson, the executive director of
Foundations for Freedom, Inc., which oversees the task force.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

BREWERS ON DECK 2019!BREWERS ON DECK 2019!
Brewers fans show their fired up and ready for the 2019 MLB season

Congresswoman
Gwen Moore has 
cancer; says it’s
now in remission
Wisconsin Congresswoman Gwen Moore revealed recently she has cancer

and it’s in remission, adding it is non-life threatening.
Moore made the revelation during the first meeting this year of the House

Ways and Means Committee. The congresswoman is a new member of that
oversight body.
"I am announcing my remission today to remind everyone on this commit-

tee that I am a living example of the lifesaving value of essential health ben-
efits," Moore said. "For my children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
that is a cost worth paying."
The congresswoman said the type of cancer she has—small cell lym-

phoma— is a type she will live with for the rest of her life. But because of
her high-quality health insurance “it is not a cancer I will die from.”
Moore noted that without insurance, the medicine she is taking for the dis-

ease would have cost her about $15,000 per month.
The revelation of this cost is inspiring Moore to use herself as an example

of the importance of health care protections for those with pre-existing con-
ditions.
According to Moore’s press secretary, the reality of the exorbitant costs of

health care hit her as she laid in her hospital bed undergoing chemo. She re-
portedly asked herself what the cost of the treatment would be if she didn’t
have coverage?
This reality is propelling Moore, who was diagnosed 10 months ago, to

“quadruple” her focus on health care and desire to bring back the Affordable
Care Act’s individual mandate.
The mandate requires all Americans to purchase health insurance or pay a

tax penalty. It was repealed as part of the GOP-backed tax plan in 2017.
Moore has represented Milwaukee’s Fourth Congressional District since

2005. Prior to that, she served in the state legislature for 16 years.

California 
Senator Kamala 
Harris to run for 
U.S. Presidency
Saying that the American Dream and democracy are under attack, Demo-

cratic California Sen. Kamala Harris officially announced recently her can-
didacy to become the first African American woman, and first person of Asian
descent to be president of the United States.
Making her official announcement on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Harris

asked the thousands of supporters gathered at the Frank Ogawa Plaza in Oak-
land, her hometown and where she served as a prosecutor before becoming
the state attorney general,  “who are we as Americans? So, let’s answer that
question to the world and each other right here and right now. America, we
are better than this.”
Quoting Robert F. Kennedy from his 1968 speech when he announced his
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Milwaukee Bucks forward
Giannis Antetokounmpo
has been named Eastern
Conference Player of the
Week for games played
from Jan. 21-27, the NBA
announced today. This is
the fifth time this season
that Antetokounmpo has
won Eastern Conference
Player of the Week and the
eighth time in his career.
Antetokounmpo averaged
30.7 points, 15.7 rebounds,
4.0 assists, 1.3 steals and
1.0 block per game last
week while shooting 50.8
percent from the field and
44.4 percent from 3-point
range. The Bucks went 2-1
to improve their NBA-best
record to 35-13.
Antetokounmpo, who was
also announced as a 2019
NBA All-Star Game captain
and starter last week, is
averaging 26.6 points (8th
in the NBA), 12.7 rebounds
(6th in the NBA), 5.8 as-
sists, 1.4 blocks and 1.4
steals per game in 2018-
19. He also ranks 10th in
the league with a 57.5 field
goal percentage this sea-
son.—Photo by Bill Ten-
nessen

Five Guys Named Moe, a joyful, jazzy tribute to
Louis Jordan, the 1940s rhythm and blues singer, song-
writer and bandleader, runs January 25 to February 10
at Skylight Music Theatre. 
It features more than 25 songs, including favorites

such as “Saturday Night Fish Fry” and “Choo Choo
Ch' Boogie.” 
The show is directed by local artist and Bronzeville

Arts Ensemble co-founder Malkia Stampley, who re-
cently directed Black Nativity, a Black Arts MKE pro-
duction.
“Louis Jordan’s music is funny, theatrical, and takes

you on an emotional rollercoaster between laughter
and heartbreak,” said Stampley. “
In many ways Five Guys Named Moe is a music his-

tory course in the most fun way possible. Jordan's "Sat-
urday Night Fish Fry" was considered to be one of the
first rock and roll records. 
Hits like "Let the Good Times Roll" and "Is You Is

or Is You Ain't My Baby" have had an impact on music
for generations.”
Five Guys Named Moe is about our hero, Nomax;

he's broke, his lovely Lorraine left him, and he is lis-
tening to the radio. 
Out of the radio, five guys named Moe appear. The

Moes help Nomax turn his life around with their
megawatt singing and dancing energy. Skylight’s pro-
duction features Gavin Lawrence, James Carrington,
Shawn Holmes, Sean Jackson, Kevin James Sievert,
and Jeff Award winner Lorenzo Rush Jr. 
“Five Guys is about the guys and I love that” added

Stampley, “but I also love that there is a strong team
of women rocking the show behind the scene.” 
In addition to stage director Stampley, the team in-

cludes   Chicago's Christie Chiles Twillie (music di-
rector) who leads the band on stage, Lanette Costas
(choreographer), Tara A. Houston (scenic designer),
Samanta C. Jones (costume designer), Latrice Lovett
(lighting designer) and more. 
Performances of Five Guys Named Moe are Friday,

January 25 through Sunday, February 10, 2019 in the
beautiful Skylight Music Theatre, 158 N. Broadway in
Milwaukee’s Historic Third Ward. 
Tickets are $30 - $75 (plus tax and fees) and can be

purchased in person at the Broadway Theatre Center
Box Office, 158 N. Broadway, by calling (414) 291-
7800, or visiting www.skylightmusictheatre.org. Box
Office hours are Monday – Saturday, noon - 6 p.m. The
Box Office window is open two hours prior to each
performance.

Musical revue a jazzy tribute
to rhythm and blues singer,
songwriter Louis Jordan

NAMED EASTERN
PLAYER OF
THE WEEK

GIANNIS
CONFERENCE

New Campaign 
Highlights Lottery’s
Benefits to Wisconsin
Initial broadcast spot featuring players
and retailers debuted Monday
MADISON – The Wisconsin Lottery’s new benefici-

ary campaign unveiled Monday shines a spotlight on how
the Lottery benefits the state. The series titled “What Do
Lottery Winners Look Like?” debuted with a winter-
themed spot featuring state players and retailers engaged

in everyday activities.
The broadcast spots personalize the Lottery experience

by showcasing winners, retailers, and Wisconsin home-
owners who in part, represent the recipients of 93 percent
of Wisconsin Lottery revenue. Since 1988, the Wisconsin
Lottery has paid over $8.2 billion in prizes, generated
more than $4.3 billion in property tax relief for state
homeowners, and surpassed $920 million in retail com-
pensation.
“Residents across Wisconsin feel positive effects of the

Lottery every day,” said Wisconsin Lottery Director
Cindy Polzin. “Homeowners, retailers, and prize winners
are Lottery success stories in communities throughout the
state. Seeing our players in some of their favorite every-
day activities generates a genuine Wisconsin feel that we

Honoring a fallen hero!

Milwaukee County Sheriff Earnell Lucas (right) stands with Christopher Demos, after they con-
ducted a ceremonial wreath presentation recently in honor of Demos’ father, the late County Sher-
iff’s Deputy David Demos. Deputy Demos gave his life in the line of duty on January 25, 1997. The
deputy was assisting a motorist when he was fatally struck by an intoxicated driver. The ceremony
took place in the rotunda of the Milwaukee County Courthouse. Also attending were other members
of the Demos family, a representative of the Deputy’s Sheriffs’ Association, and other county offi-
cials. Sheriff Lucas reportedly was a good friend of Deputy Demos.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp
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For the first time in Milwau-
kee, the Green Bay Packers will
host “Empower,” a leadership
event for approximately 280
Milwaukee Public School mid-
dle school students between
Wednesday, Feb. 6, and Thurs-
day, Feb. 7.

Each event will feature speak-
ers and a project meant to en-
courage the students to feel
empowered and inspired to cre-
ate positive ripples in their
homes, schools and communi-
ties.
The first day of the event will

be geared toward 140 female
middle school students selected

by their schools to participate in
the event. 
The event will feature a

keynote presentation from Pack-
ers board of directors member
Marcia Anderson, the U.S.
Army’s first-ever African Amer-
ican female major general, at 10
a.m.
The second day of the event

will be geared toward 140 male
middle school students selected
by their schools to participate in
the event. 
The event will feature a

keynote presentation about how
to be a difference-maker from
motivational speaker Orlando
Bowen at 10 a.m.
Each day of the event will also

include presentations about
healthy relationships, cyber bul-
lying, goal-setting, respect and
making a difference.
Media are invited to attend the

event, with each day’s keynote
presentation beginning at 10 a.m. 
Additional sessions will be

held until each day’s conclusion
at 1:30 p.m. 
Each session will be held at the

Hyatt Regency in Milwaukee.

It’s about that time. Your
child is officially growing into
a young man. All the things
you’ve been teaching him will
soon be the driving force of his
well-being. There’s no need to
be nervous. 
If you read last week’s post, you’ll remember

the things we discussed to help you and your
family get through the transitions your daughter
will experience at age 10. This week, we will
focus on how males begin their transition.   
Of course, we all know, girls tend to mature a

little faster than their male counterparts. If you
have both daughter and son, around the same
age, don’t panic if you notice your girl maturing
at a faster pace. 
As we get older, our brains experience many

changes anatomically and functionality. This is
found to happen at an earlier age for woman,
which explains why we see girls maturing
faster.   
Now, your son won’t turn into a fully grown

man overnight and while he may be falling be-
hind on the growth spur, it won’t be long before
you see your little man shooting past everyone
in the house! 
Somewhere between 10 and 11, you will see

your son start to develop muscles. These will
mostly be in his arms and shoulders. 
In addition to his physical changes, your son

will become more aware of himself and his
body parts. 
Many parents would rather not think of their

child as being a sexual being, but this is normal
human behavior. 
By age 10 your son will begin experiencing

wet dreams and he may even begin masturbat-
ing. When you discuss the experiences your son
may be having, explain to him that masturbation
is normal and encourage him to always keep
clean sheets. He would definitely appreciate
that tip! 
As we continue to discuss the transitional

phases of your child becoming a tween, we will
begin diving into conversation “must have’s”
for parents and caregivers. 
With so much going on in your child’s life,

there’s nothing wrong with a little one on one
conversation from time to time. 
So stay tuned. Next week we will be dis-

cussing the importance of communicating and
how lack of doing so can negatively affect your
child as they grow . 
Paishance Welch  
Tweens, Teens and Young Adults  

Green Bay Packers to host “Empower” for
middle school students in Milwaukee on
Feb. 6 and 7 at Hyatt Regency

What to Expect When
Puberty Hits: Part 2

WHEN THE TRAINING
WHEELS COME OFF 
The college years are the right time to teach your kids
smart, responsible habits before they graduate
It’s a myth that birds push their

young out of a nest to teach them to
fly. Usually, the parents stick close by
the nest to monitor their nestlings’
progress as they test their wings and,
through trial and error, become air-
borne and independent. 
The college experience is similar

by design: An insulated environment
where young adults become inde-
pendent through trial and error. 
Many who make this transition

successfully had parents who didn’t
immediately make them fend for
themselves freshman year, but rather
monitored and assisted in their kids’
maturation from close by, until they
were ready to fly.
Studies indicate a little parental

guidance is crucial and perhaps just
as important as classroom studies to
shaping college-age kids’ attitudes
about adulthood. 
T. Rowe Price’s 10th annual Par-

ents, Kids and Money survey found
41 percent of the young adult respon-
dents didn’t receive a financial edu-
cation through a dedicated course, as
part of school curricula or as part of
an extracurricular program. Thirty-
four percent of those who did still felt
their parents were a greater influence
on how they handle money.
Adding your college-age child as

an American Express Additional
Card Member is a good way to teach
them strong financial habits while
you still hold influence. 
Plus there are other responsible

practices to introduce to your teen

during this period of time.
The Prerequisites
Patricia Rossi, NBC Daytime’s

business etiquette correspondent and
author of “Everyday Etiquette,” sug-
gests that teenagers master a few
rainy-day skills before the first se-
mester of freshman year. They
should learn to navigate the world

without the crutch of a smartphone.
“Know how to read a map, how to
change a tire, who to call if they have
an accident,” she says.
And experts agree it’s never too

early to begin teaching kids how to
save money, how to spend it and how
to keep records of doing both. Credit

(continued on page 9)
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RELIGIONRELIGION

WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

FIRSTFIRST
SUNDAYSUNDAY
The NEWMCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community
If you have news about your church

and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOUR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance). 
Below is the list of things we would

like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com
We look forward to hearing from you

and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford 

& Frazier

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sin-
cere concern at your time of need. Offer-
ing pre-need, at need and after-care

services to families in Milwaukee, Racine,
Kenosha and other communities 

throughout our state.

In Memorial

Nearly 10 years
ago, a Black woman
by the name of
Tarana Burke
founded the MeToo
Movement. 
The movement was marked by

small steps of activism and fighting
for the world to take notice of gender
inequality and raising awareness of
the pervasiveness of sexual abuse
and assault on women in our society.
In 2017, the hashtag, with the help

of social media, surged into the main-
stream shaking not only corporate
and government power structures off
its foundation; but also, it had a star-
tling ripple effect in Hollywood as
women began speaking up against
sexual assault, sexual harassment and
gender biases. 
The #MeToo Movement has be-

come a global movement raising the
consciousness of bystanders who
stood by onlooking and doing noth-
ing and inept human resource depart-
ments; and it forced people to begin
looking at cultural practices that were
deeply embedded that impeded the
progress towards gender parity in our
culture. So, how far have we come,
Black woman? Let’s look at the num-
bers:

We’ve Come A Long Way…The
Brookings Institution, in an article ti-
tled: “Black Progress: How Far
We’ve Come and How Far We Have
to Go”, noted in 1940, 60% of em-
ployed Black women worked as do-
mestic servants, today the number is
down to 2.2%, and nearly 60% of
Black women hold white collar jobs.
While Black women represent 2%

of the nation’s 877,616 active physi-

cians, they are among a growing
trend in the country. 
Among the younger age groups

(49 and younger) a greater percent-
age of the physician workforce was
composed of more Black or African
American women than men. (Source:
AAMC Data Warehouse: Minority
Physician Database, as of Jan. 2014).
In the Black church, traditional

roles of responsibility have shifted
from women being only leaders in
the missionary society, nurses’ board
and women’s ministry groups, to
congregational leaders in areas such
as Christian education and pastoral
ministry. 
In addition, women are being ap-

pointed as pastors and bishops at in-
creasing rates. (Professor Alexis
Abernethy, Women’s Leadership in
the African American Church, Fuller
Theological Seminary).
But We Still Have A Way to Go…

The gap in pay for women of color
remains staggering: Latinas earn
90% of what Latinos earn and about
half of what white men earn. Black
women also earn just 90% of what

Black men earn and 69% of what
white men earn. (Brookings). 
These stats further underscore the

intersectional impact of gender and
race in the wage gap. (See Patricia
Hill Collins: Intersecting Oppres-
sions).
The Harvard Business Review

noted in April 2018, that the Black
woman’s advancement into leader-

ship roles in corporate America has
remained stagnant even as the num-
ber of them in professional and man-
agerial roles has increased.
And, in the Black church, while

the Black woman represent an esti-
mated 66-88% majority (Barnes,
2006), men still tend to hold most of
the leadership roles. 

Hey, Black Woman:
We’ve Come A Long Way…
But We Still Have A Way To Go!

BIBLICALBIBLICAL
COUNSELINGCOUNSELING
FOR TODAY’SFOR TODAY’S
CHRISTIANCHRISTIAN
FAMILYFAMILY
By Rev. Judith T. Lester,
B.Min., M.Th.

FAITH is seing light with your
heart when all our eyes seesis darkness!—Anonymous

(continued on page 9)
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”
—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Remember when…
My hero, Tommie
Gee, did it his way
-- starting in Black
Milwaukee
By Richard G. Carter
“He told the truth. And once you’ve heard the truth, everything
else is cheap whiskey…” R. Lee Ermey, “Switchback” (1997)

Eighteen years ago, the brother I never had passed away in California. His
name was Tommie Gee, and I constantly find myself thinking of him, and the
many ups and downs, good times and bad, we shared growing up in the Black
Milwaukee of the 1950s.
In a word, my cousin Tommie was unforgettable -- and my thoughts of him

seem more meaningful the older I am. Everyone who knew him will probably
agree.
Those touched most by Tommie were his late wife, Joanne Witherspoon

and daughter, Toni. Others include Buddy Bailey, Ben and Albert Johnson,
Chuck (Smalltime) Johnson, Connie Lee, Dorothy (Tootsie) Lott, Thomas
Malone, Bobby Thomas, Melvin and Charles Thomas, Loretta Walker, Jimmy
Wells, my late first wife Odell Carter, and many more -- some living, some
gone.
Tommie and I grew up about two blocks apart on the near North Side, and

our mothers (Beatrice and Juanita) -- among five sisters and a brother -- were
inseparable. Tommie and I were 11 months apart in age and were both born
in a big house at 117 W. Vine St., heated by lumps of coal stored inside a bin
in the cellar.

When cold Milwaukee weather -- including record-breaking, mammoth
snowfalls of 1947 -- turned our neighborhood into a winter wonderland, it
played right into our hands as kids. Even as temperatures dipped down as far
as 22-below zero.
We took breakneck-speed sled-rides down the steep, adjacent alley sepa-

rating N. 1st and N. 2nd Sts. between Vine and Walnut, competed in ice skat-
ing at Garfield Park on rented skates and staged spirited snowball fights. On
occasion, Tommie would urge us to hide behind a wooden “Sand For Icy
Streets” box at 2nd and Vine, throw snowballs at passing cars, and run laugh-
ing if a driver jumped out and chased us.

As naïve kids, Tommie and I also loved the Santa Claus Parade down N.
3rd St., featuring a fat, red-suited White-man with a white beard waving at
the big crowd from a float. Wide-eyed children of all races would sit on
Santa’s lap and ask for Christmas presents in the toy department of Schuster’s
department store, at 3rd and Garfield.
One reason I have special feelings for Tommie -- as many who knew him

agree -- is that he was a lovable hell-raiser. And despite our divergent paths,
his zest for life and maverick ways remained just beneath the surface of my
thoughts, like an iceberg.
This quality sometime came between us, but more often served to protect

us from tough neighborhood kids. And I chuckle, fondly remembering it, and

A cause worth “firing one up” for!
The need to legalize marijuana in Wisconsin!

One of the most regrettable mistakes I’ve
made in my life was listening to a financial
consultant and buying Microsoft stock instead
of Apple. 
I’m not talking about a lot of money—a few hundred dollars—but that was

20 years ago when the Apple stock was selling relatively cheap.  
Had I followed my instincts instead of a supposed expert who said, “Apple

is just a fad,” I wouldn’t be in debt today.  Or at least not as much.
I’m not going to make the same mistake about marijuana.  
I don’t know what stock to buy---medical, recreational or Ancillary prod-

ucts or services provider—but I’m going to put together a few hundred bucks
and go for the gold (pun intended).
Unlike the Apple stock, my decision to explore marijuana company invest-

ments will not be solely about a positive financial return on my investment.
It will also be about an investment in human capital.  
That benefit will come in the form of providing the “drug” for medical use

(it is a proven pain reliever). But more than that, it’s also about the suffering
of hundreds of thousands of people behind prison bars for using a drug that
has been proven to be less harmful than alcohol, cigarettes or improperly
cleaned chitterlings.   

Think about this:  every eight seconds (the time about half of North Divi-
sion high school seniors took to read the first six words of this sentence)
someone is arrested for marijuana possession.  
And if that figure doesn’t move you, consider that almost 15 million people

have been arrested for possession thus far this decade, according to a report
by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), which supports legalization.
It shouldn’t come as a surprise that African Americans are arrested four

times as often as Whites, even though each group consumes about the same
amount of “Mary Jane.”
Still not compelled to support legalization?
I haven’t touched on the loss of human potential--family break-ups and loss

of income --that has devastated the Black community because of the massive
incarceration of African Americans.  Or the fact that racial bias has been
proven to be a significant factor law enforcement, especially as it relates to
this drug and having it in your possession.  Nor can you have an intelligent
conversation about marijuana laws without it morphing into a theory about
government colusion in the growth of the prison industrial complex.
The grand dragon of the KKK could not have come up with a better sce-

nario to keep a large segment of the Hue-man race in neo-slavery.
But let me put it in terms even the most disheartened folks can understand:

The ACLU report revealed that two states—California and New York-- spend
$1 billion in “total justice system expenditures just on enforcement of mari-
juana possession arrests.”
And let me bring it back to the frozen tundra (…uh, I meant Wisconsin,

not Lambeau Field). 
We can fix all of the state roads the legislature can’t find money for or dou-

ble the state investment in our schools with half the money we spend on Wis-
consin prisons.  That bloated prison budget could be cut in half if marijuana
were legalized and thousands of non-violent, predominantly Hue-man in-
mates, were released as new Governor Tony Evans has suggested.  
And that doesn’t include the money we would add to the state coffers if we

taxed legal sales. Colorado collected over $905 million from marijuana sales
taxes last year, and that figure is growing annually.
But let’s not stop there.
What law enforcement resources could be redirected if the cops didn’t have

to waste so much time and energy on busting people for pot possession?  Who
knows, if they didn’t have to focus so much time and energy on that nonsen-
sical crime, they could focus on the big drug dealers, the Mob and the Trump
Administration!
And what about the courts?  Think of all the time and resources that go into

overly complicated and generally unnecessary cases of possession, for which
penalties are much greater in urban areas than in suburbs.  
In Fox Point, Ruthie Ann and Jimmy John get a ticket for smoking a joint

at the park, while four miles east, Shaniqua and Pookie get the electric chair,
plus 20 years of supervision after the police find a “roach” in their ash tray.
Last week I visited a courtroom to watch the drama of a scheduled trial

play out in real time.  It was the fifth appearance of a young Black man with
no criminal record who had been caught with a small amount of weed.  
He had to borrow money and break his piggy bank to hire an attorney, un-

derstanding that without one he would probably be railroaded and lose his
job.  Because he had a good attorney--noted defense barrister Dan Adams--
he ended up with a ticket, but that was after five appearances!  
Most brothers would not have had the resources or common sense to forego

a new pair of Jordan’s, cell phone and annual subscription, and would have
either ended up with a criminal record, jail or worse.
And from my vantage point, the young brother was still a victim of sorts,

because he had to waste a week’s work, spend money he couldn’t afford to
spend, and fight a rigged system made all the worse by Hillary’s husband
back in the day (that would be Bill, as in Bill Clinton).
And the DA could have started with that ticket and saved me---as a tax-

payer---money on top of it.  Our tax dollars paid for that judicial fiasco, which
will cost anywhere from $10-20,000 depending on whether a jury is used,
and police can collect their overtime.
From that perspective, everybody loses.
By the way, if you find yourself scheduled for a court “hearing” (so named

because it’s a one-way conversation) you better give yourself an extra hour
or so because I stood in the scanner line for nearly 40 minutes before being
allowed in the building.  
But I regress, which I hope is not a condition I acquired while trying to

calm my nerves in Vietnam.
I’m not going to invest solely to unravel the spider web of “in-just-us”

(linked to the hypocritical laws as it relates to personal pleasure).  
I seek to purchase stock also to add my name and few dollars to a national

movement to decriminalize “MJ” and thereby defend myself against incrim-
ination by association.  To do otherwise is to be a contributor to this tainted
“in-just-us” system that is destroying a community and making criminals of
otherwise good people (or at least most of them).
Simply put, marijuana stock is a hot commodity on Wall Street, and as such,

will make the millionaires and billionaires investors in the evil empire of
drugs.  They will thus press for its legalization, so they can feel better about
making money off the poor, hip-hoppers and their children.
(Although, like prohibition back in the early 20th century, I assume many,

if not most millionaires, probably light up a filtered joint before deciding on
who will be the next president…though I would like to know what the HECK
ya’ll were smokin’ in 2016!).
And talk about an apt moral to this story, I almost obtained a contact high

while standing in the long line waiting at the east hallway of the courthouse.   
A lawyer later explained that many of the defendants smoke a joint before

going into the courthouse.  I guess that’s to help process the Latin being used
by the judge and DA to confuse them.  
Don’t take any of this to mean I am advocating for y’all to break the law

and go “fire up.”  When it is eventually legalized, it should be regulated, like
alcohol, gambling and political prostitution.
While I don’t think marijuana is addictive, it can control the weak, as is the

case for far too many brothers and sisters who can’t stay off of it long enough
to pass employment drug tests.  And anyone who “needs” a joint before step-
ping into a courtroom, oblivious to the aroma in their clothes while standing
next to the DA and a tribe of police officers, has to be either weak minded or
stupid (I’ll take the latter, thank you).
Marijuana is also the number one commodity on the “Black Market”—or

should I say brown or green?  Many of the brothers in prison today made the
sale of weed their primary occupation, and as such are partly responsible for
the social dysfunctionality that undermines Black life.  In most cases, they
made a choice.  But in many cases, poverty and poor educational opportuni-
ties chose them. 
But as a counselor once told me, life and relationships are not so much de-

termined by right or wrong, but instead by a measurement of risk versus re-
ward.  Every decision you make must be weighed that way.  And I don’t see
that much risk in an occasional joint. At the very least, it’s safer and less harm-
ful than booze.
That’s another reason why I’m looking for a good stock or two to invest

in.  I would feel safer watching a driver who just had a joint, versus one who
had two or more drinks.
I don’t’ have enough money to invest in marijuana stock to financially ben-

efit me, although if you pick the right stock early enough, you could make a
windfall like many early investors in Apple 20 years ago.
But, then again, this time it’s for a worthy cause, and at the very least I will

have the pleasure of watching my money “go up in smoke…”
Hotep.

URBAN MY
DIALOGUE

By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

(continued on page 9)

Protect 
Our Future
The great debates shouldn’t be just about who or when a
child has been raped. Instead, they should be about how
these tragedies can be prevented from ever happening
again. 
In our communities many of us may not know a child
predator personally, but we see things that are not sup-
posed to happen and still look the other way. Some of us
are outspoken victims and some have kept these unwanted
incidents to ourselves. 
Isn’t it the duty of the adults to protect and not prey on
the children? Whether it’s a family member, neighbor,
stranger or pimp, child exploitation has got to stop. These
sad experiences have lifetime negative effects. 
For some, the first cycle of irreversible trauma, a child
will become an adult and some of the hurt and pain re-
mains. It doesn’t pass and when no one seems to help the
person. 
Learn to block the horror with acceptance and with re-
venge against the world. Many believe that what hap-
pened, was because of themselves. We must do better with
protecting those we openly pronounce as our future. 
Torre Johnson X-Men United
Urban Dialogue

Tommie Gee, my late
cousin and lifelong hero—
shown near his home in
California in 1972—was
born and raised in Milwau-
kee. —Photo given to MCJ
by Richard Carter
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Recipes for the Ages
from St. Ann Center
When Michelle
Woodard’s sons com-
plained about the same-old
meals, she knew where to
go for inspiration. “St.
Ann Center is filled with
excellent cooks,” said
Michelle, a volunteer at
the Bucyrus Campus. “I
asked clients for their fa-
vorite recipes, and before I
knew it, I had enough for a
cookbook.”
She and fellow volun-
teers Nancy McCray and
Martha Kelly at the non-
profit center put together
Old-Fashioned Recipes.
“The clients dictated their
recipes to me,” she ex-
plained.  “I didn’t only get
lists of ingredients—I
heard some wonderful sto-
ries.”
For instance, Minnie
Henry’s Cha-Cha Relish:
“It’s a tradition in my family to grow a kitchen garden,” Minnie said of the condi-
ment she uses on everything from hot dogs to cornbread. “We all cooked from
scratch in Mississippi.”
Besides preserving recipes, the cookbook project has been therapeutic for contribu-
tors. “Just talking about food triggers happy memories,” Michelle said. Each featured
cook received a copy of the completed book. Ernestine Oliver, 72, beamed when she
saw hers.  
“My grandma taught my mother how to make these Southern Tea Cakes, and
Mama passed the recipe on to me,” she said.
The cooks recently whipped up a few of their specialties in the adult unit kitchen.
“They have such fun working together,” Michelle said. 
You can get a .pdf copy of the cookbook-- go to https://stanncenter.org/support/do-
nate/ and make a donation of any size to St. Ann Center and include your email ad-
dress. Type “Cookbook” in the “What Inspired You to Give?” field. 

ÅCNA Trealaand Rosser, Minnie Henry and volunteer
Michelle Woodard check out the finished cha cha.

HONORING THEDRUM MAJOR
SPECIAL SECTION OF THE MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOURNAL

PHOTO OP OF EVENTS HONORING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

YMCA’s 22nd Annual Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Celebration Breakfast

Alpha Phi Alpja Fraternity, Inc. members Dr. Todd Beadle and Reginald Johnson
(left to right respectively) with students who received honors during the YMCA’s
King Breakfast (left to right): Tyrone Morris, Lahli Coleman and Amillia Bell. 

All King Day celebration
photos by Yvonne Kemp
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KINGFEST at Wisconsin Black
Historical Society/Museum

Roy Winbush (far left), an author, activist, historian and professor/director of the
Institute of Urban Research at Morgan State University in Baltimore, MD. pictured
with King Fest organizer Janette Herrera and three scholarship winners (left to
right): Kaylah Hinton, Jakia Fowler, and Joshua Jackson.
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Expert John Ulzheimer, formerly of FICO and Equifax,
says he first introduced his son to swiping the credit card,
approving the charge amount and operating the keypad.
“But then I’d follow up with him on the back-end, and
let him see the [financial] statements, so he could recol-
lect the activity in the last month,” he says.
Adulting 101
“College is a mini-adulthood in a financial sense, and

an ideal time to learn to budget,” says Jill Fopiano, CFA,
CFP, president and CEO of O’Brien Wealth Partners.
“Knowing how much you have to spend over what time
frame and not overspending is a good lesson for later in
life when your expenses will be higher.” 
Step one of doing this is knowing how to handle in-

come. If you’re giving your college-age kid an allowance,
take the time to go over terms. “Explain to them what
they’re getting [the allowance] for,” says Erick Jones, di-
rector of the Student Money Management Center for the
University of North Georgia. “If this much is for food,
this much is for school needs and this much is allotted for
traveling home, specify. Also define emergencies for
them so they know when it’s appropriate to use funds to
deviate from the plan.” 
Step two is knowing how to handle spending, so Rossi

suggests phasing any allowance given into increments.
“At first, drip the money into their account by the week,’
she says. 
“The money isn’t coming to them all at once, so that

way they’ll have to call you regularly to discuss their
spending. Once they’ve gone beyond their first or second
year and are more responsible, change the pattern by giv-
ing them an allowance by the month.”
Another, more convenient method: having a shared

credit card account with your child to track their spend-
ing. “You could add them as an authorized user on your
existing account, where they have permissions to use the
card but aren’t liable for the debt,” Ulzheimer says.
Similar to Rossi’s approach of phasing financial re-

sponsibility, the additional card method allows students
to learn responsible spending habits with a safety net. “I
like the authorized user strategy, because it’s like having
a credit card but with training wheels,” Ulzheimer says.
“Plus it’s an ethical method of establishing credit.” Amer-
ican Express Card Members can add their children to
their account as an Additional Card Member at age 13,
so they can practice proper spending. Members’ spending
limit can be adjusted -- you can set a spending alert on
American Express that’s as low as $200 a month; great
for a young person learning budgeting skills -- and pur-

chases are itemized on statements by the Card Member. 
Transparent statements aren’t just a good way for par-

ents to monitor their child’s spending, they also facilitate
the child’s growing financial independence. American
Express statements are available online or on app, so both
the parent and the student can receive email and text no-
tification for charges, plus more flexibility when paying
bills. At age 18, an American Express Additional Card
Member begins building credit while piggybacking on
their parents’ existing account. An Additional Credit Card
and the shared benefits could also be useful for the emer-
gencies Jones cautioned parents to prepare their students
for. 
Step three is changing students’ attitudes toward spend-

ing. The center where Jones works provides financial
counseling for the University of North Georgia’s students
on a range of financial issues, from learning to budget, to
establishing credit and future planning. “We address why
students are spending the way they are,” Jones says. “If
a student goes to Starbucks for a $5 coffee everyday, it’s
not about the coffee. They’re really craving the social
time with their friends who go with them to the Star-
bucks. 
“But there are ways for them to spend the time with

their friends without spending that money each day. We
teach them to have the discipline to live and spend with
their goals and behaviors in mind.” 
Step four is preparing students for the financial deci-

sions they’ll have to make away from the college quad.
“By the time you graduate you should understand your
total debt picture, including loan amounts, lender infor-
mation, dates when payments will begin and options for
repayment,” Fopiano says. “You also need to know what
your total payments will be and factor this in as you are
contemplating job offers.” 
After four years as an Additional Card Member, a stu-

dent will have the financial fluency for reading financial
statements, plus experience with making timely pay-
ments. They can transfer their Additional Card Member
account to a standalone, basic account of their own, and
the benefit of piggybacking off their parents positive
credit score is those students will have established a pos-
itive credit score of their own.
Having laid that strong financial foundation also helps

with finding job offers. According to Ulzheimer, some
employers check credit scores. “It helps to set yourself
apart by managing your finances well [in college],” he
says. “I would love for students to come in with their par-
ents to understand how a credit score works, how to build
credit and how to maintain it.”

Although women are given leader-
ship opportunities, Cook and Glass
(2014) noted that they may face the
challenge of a “glass cliff”: leading a
poorly performing organization that
may be on the brink of failure.”
(Abernethy).
Beloved, the bottom line is a

movement is certainly afoot. While I
am encouraged by the increased op-
portunities and advancement for the
Black woman, and our increased
presence in the leadership of the
Black church, we still have a long
way to go to see real change in gen-
der equality issues and combatting
workplace harassment, discrimina-

tion and sexual misconduct. 
In the words of Tarana Burke, the

activist who first coined the phrase
“MeToo:” “now the months and
years ahead have to be focused on so-
lutions.” 
Whether in 2019 we will see the

momentum turn into lasting change,
we shall see. In the interim, I end
with the insight from the last stanza
of the poem, “Hey Black Child,” by
Countee Cullen to encourage every
Black woman and women of color to
remember the future is what you
make it:
Hey Black [Woman] 
Be what you can be
Do what you can do

And tomorrow your nation
Will be what you want it to be.
General Disclaimer: The writer has
used her best efforts in preparation of
this information. No representations
or warranties for its contents, either
expressed or implied, are offered.
Neither the publisher nor the writer
shall be liable in any way for readers’
efforts to apply, rely or utilize the in-
formation or recommendations pre-
sented herein as they may not be
suitable for you or necessarily appro-
priate for every situation to which
they may refer. This information is
for educational purposes only. If you
would like to contact Rev. Lester,
write to her c/o P.O. Box 121, Brook-
field, WI. 53008.

him.
These impressions of Tommie filled my mind 35 years

ago as I journeyed to San Diego, where he lived, for a
business conference. I’d last seen him in Los Angeles in
1979 for the first time since he left Milwaukee years ear-
lier seeking his father, Frank Gee.
Memories of our rousing days in town rushed back as

I spotted him in my hotel lobby. The wavy black hair --
unusual for a Black man -- was thinner and receding. His
athletic build had lost out to a paunch but, as usual, he
wore an open-collared sport coat.
After introducing him to my second wife, whom he

greeted with a resounding “Welcome to the family,” Tom-
mie drove us all over town in his station wagon. Due to
my love of movies, he included Grauman’s Chinese The-
ater’s famed “Sidewalk of Stars.”
We also toured Santa Monica and its famous pier and

Venice Beach before a seafood dinner in a charming,
shipboard restaurant. Tommie didn’t let us spend a dime,
so once again I’d understand who was in charge. I made
sure he knew I knew -- and accepted it.
When we called it a night, with Tommie’s snoot full,

the old days in Milwaukee -- summer and winter --
seemed closer. He got us back to the hotel in one piece,
swerving in-and-out of freeway traffic. It was the same
old reckless Tommie in action.
“Let’s keep in touch,” were our simultaneous parting

words. Alas, we didn’t. Thus, the chance to see Tommie
again was my first thought upon learning I’d be making
a solo San Diego trip. And then there he was, parked out-
side my oceanfront hotel in yet another station wagon and
his familiar, tie-less sport coat look. But he had changed
perceptibly.
I waved, but worried as I climbed into the front seat

beside him, and vigorously shook his hand. He told me
he’d stopped drinking after a second serious stomach op-
eration partially attributed to liquor and pressures of a su-
pervisory job in a big factory.
Tommie said he’d stopped exercising and playing

touch football after work. This recalled our own rough,
one-on-one tackle football in the snow, in which he al-
ways prevailed. Later, he’d distinguished himself as a
quarterback at Lincoln High School.
Tommie showed me San Diego’s sights and smells, the

new “old” downtown and the famous tuna fleet at anchor.
For dinner, another floating restaurant with a man who
did card tricks at our table. All on him. The one change
was that Tommie drank only milk.
After dinner, we drove to his ranch-style home in a

nearby suburb, and were warmly greeted by his second
wife and three kids. It was a bit unsettling to hear him
discuss his job, real estate and stocks. I knew then the
rambunctious, hard-drinking, quick-to-fight cousin was
no more. In his place was a 40-something, mature man.
Reverting to form, he said: “We sure raised a lot of hell

in our day, didn’t we Dickie? Remember speed-sledding
down the alley? Milwaukee could be fun in the winter.”
Hours passed, and he drove me back to my hotel. “See

you in another five years,” he roared, burning rubber and
departing. “Same old Tommie,” I thought to myself.
It would be 11 years before we met again, when he vis-

ited his mother in Racine. A year later, in 1995, we met a
final time on one of his Milwaukee visits, and he sur-
prised me with a call to “The Carter-McGee Report” on
WNOV radio. Following our talk on the air, I said to lis-
teners: “Those were the days, my friends, we thought
they’d never end.”
—Milwaukee native Richard G. Carter is a free-

lance columnist intent to run for the presidency, Har-
ris said the brother of slain president
John F. Kennedy said: “at stake is not
simply the leadership of our party
and even our country, it is our right
to moral leadership of this planet.”
“These are not ordinary times,”

Harris said. “These are not ordinary
times, and this will not be an ordinary
election, but this is our America.”
Harris, the daughter of immigrants

from Jamaica and India, said that as
she and her sister, Maya Harris, grew
up in the East Bay they were “raised
by a community with a deep belief in
the promise of our country, and a
deep understanding of the parts of
that promise that still remain unful-
filled.”
She has attributed her decision to

become a lawyer and a prosecutor to
her upbringing, and said that she and
her sister were “raised to believe that
public service is a noble cause and
the fight for justice is everyone’s re-
sponsibility.”

Campaign aides say Harris has
drawn inspiration from the late New
York congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm, who in 1972 became the
first Black woman to run for presi-
dent from a major party.
She said she is running “with faith

in God, with fidelity to country, and
with the fighting spirit I got from my
mother.”
The senator said she has long

known the criminal justice system to
be “deeply flawed” but that she also
knew the “profound impact law en-
forcement has on people’s lives and
its responsibility to give them safety
and dignity.”
Harris said throughout her life she

has “only had one client: the people,”
echoing the words she has used in
courtrooms and has adopted as her
campaign’s slogan.
Harris also did not shy away from

taking on Trump directly, saying the
U.S. welcomes refugees and calling
the wall that Trump wants to build at
the southern border a “medieval van-

ity project” that would not actually
stop transnational gangs, which she
noted she battled as state attorney
general. She also said that, as presi-
dent, she would “always speak with
decency and moral clarity and treat
all people with dignity and respect. I
will lead with integrity. And I will tell
the truth.”
Sens. Elizabeth Warren of Massa-

chusetts and Kirsten Gillibrand of
New York have announced ex-
ploratory committees. Former Mary-
land Rep. John Delaney and Julian
Castro, federal housing chief under
President Barack Obama and a for-
mer San Antonio mayor, already are
in the race.
Just recently Sen. Cory Booker of

New Jersey announced his candidacy
for the presidency.
Other possible contenders ex-

pected to announce soon are Sherrod
Brown of Ohio, Amy Klobuchar of
Minnesota. Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders, a 2016 Democratic presi-
dential candidate may also run.

(continued from page 5)
My hero, Tommie Gee
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Hey, Black Woman
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Sen.Kamala Harris to
run for U.S. Presidency

WHEN THE TRAINING WHEELS COME OFF
(ocntinued from page 2)

...the Black press is a form of communi-
cation that is vital to our community
because Black newspapers...Black
media in general...highlight the posi-
tives within Black America that, sadly,
don’t get shown by the majority run
media outlets that dwell on the nega-
tives of our lives.
—MCJ Editor Thomas Mitchell, Jr. (Excerpted from the newspaper’s December 26,
2018 edition)

SUPPORT THE BLACK PRESS! READ 
AND SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS OF YOUR 
MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOURNAL



The Milwaukee Community Journal January 30, 2019 Page 10


