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PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITY
Photos and question

by Yvonne Kemp
I would like to be-
lieve the turnout for
the mid-term election
will be as great as
the presidential elec-
tion. However, realis-
tically speaking, I
don’t believe our
community under-
stands the impact
that the mid-term has on our community. Be-
cause the presidential election is the biggest,
people tend to assume that’s all they need to
vote for. However, I have not lost hope and I’m
a part of a canvassing effort and getting the
word out to as many people as possible.”

LASHUNDA
CARTER

“I do believe
this turnout
will not rival a
presidential
election. For
some reason,
people don’t
understand how directly this
election 
effects us. We are 
important! Let’s represent!

MARCELLIUS
A. BROWN

“I think it will
be a great
turnout be-
cause we need
change. I be-
lieve whoever
is selected will
bring change to our community;
and our country needs to reunite
in all areas of our lifestyle.”

PATRICIA 
TAYLOR

“I feel the peo-
ple I have talked
to have mixed
emotions about
voting. Some
feel a change is
needed. But
there are a few
people sitting on
the fence thinking nothing is going to
change. My personal opinion is if you
do nothing, you won’t get nothing!
Get out and vote!

BRENDA
BILLUPS

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“Do you think the turnout for the November 6 mid-“Do you think the turnout for the November 6 mid-

term election this year will be as great as the turnoutsterm election this year will be as great as the turnouts
for the Presidential elections? Why or why not?”for the Presidential elections? Why or why not?”

If there is one thing incumbent Democratic Con-
gresswoman Gwen Moore doesn’t have to worry
about in the November 6 election is losing her
seat!
Since first being elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 2005,

Moore, born and raised on the city’s northside and a graduate of North Divi-
sion High School, has enjoyed strong and unwavering support from the con-
stituents she represents in the Fourth
Congressional District.
The 67-year-old congresswoman is

the first African American and only
the second woman to represent Wis-
consin in Congress.
And she’s been an effective repre-

sentative of the residents of the
Fourth District, fighting for the un-
derrepresented groups the party her
opponent, Tim Rogers, represents belittles, lies about and ignores, while it
feeds the pockets of the rich and powerful and special interest groups and dis-
enfranchise the common man and woman.

Declaring the nation’s character is on the ballot, former President of the United States Barack Obama ex-
horted the packed gymnasium at North Division High School to get out and vote on November 6 during a
Democratic pre-election rally. The former president told the audience they should vote Democratic because
the party’s policies make a difference in people’s lives. He warned the biggest threat to democracy is “our
own indifference” when we sit home and not vote. Listening next to him on stage is U.S. Senate incumbent
Tammy Baldwin and State Sup. of Public Instruction Tony Evers, who is running for governor against Re-
publican incumbent Scott Walker. Also making appearances at the rally were other state-wide candidates,
including incumbent U.S. Congresswoman Gwen Moore. —Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Ntozake Shange, the pioneering
Black feminist poet and playwright
who wrote the legendary Broadway
hit, “For Colored Girls Who Have
Considered Suicide/When the Rain-
bow is Enuf,”
died recently
at a Maryland
assisted living
center. 
She was 70.
Shange was

a victim of
m u l t i p l e
strokes in re-
cent years.
She died
peacefully in her sleep.
Her famous play was a 20-part

choreopoem that explored racism,
sexism, violence, and rape experi-
enced by seven Black women. 

Hip-Hop culture just
lost a soldier! 
Baba Oje, the elder from the two-

time Grammy Award winning group
Arrested Development, passed re-
cently after fighting acute Leukemia,
he was 87.
Oje was the

oldest mem-
ber of any
Hip-Hop col-
lective and his
mere presence
in Rap music
spoke vol-
umes for the
genre and for
a generation
looking for symbolic wisdom and
answers. 
He was an activist for the home-

less, a military veteran, a world trav-
eler, spiritual advisor to the group,
strict vegan, dancer, vocalist and
avid roller skater. 

GWEN MOORE
Experience and a reputation for
fighting for “the least of these”
expected to power the incumbent
congresswoman to another term

ELECTION WATCH 2018
The MCJ ENDORSES...
These candidates exemplify what our democracy needs and
must return to, if this nation is to maintain its status as a beacon
for democracy and freedom around the world. In photos, here
are the candidates the Milwaukee Community Journal endorse
for the November 6 election:

Baba Oje, 
spiritual 
guru of 
Arrested 
Development,
passes at 87

Pioneering 
playwright 
for Black 
womanhood,
Ntozake Shange,
passes at 70

(more photo endorsements on page 8)

NOTED NATIONAL ACTIVIST TAMIKA
MALLORY ADDRESSES MILWAUKEE
BRANCH FREEDOM FUND DINNER
Tamika Mallory, an es-
teemed social justice
leader, advocate, and ac-
tivist spoke recently at the
Milwaukee Branch NAACP’s
annual Freedom Fund Din-
ner, held at the Wisconsin
Center downtown. A former
executive director of the
National Action Network
(NAN), which is headed by
noted civil rights activist
and TV commentator Rev.
Al Sharpton, Mallory’s
focus on civil and human
rights issues for nearly 20
years includes extensive
work around equal rights
for women, economic em-
powerment, gun violence,
criminal justice reform, and
police accountability.
—Photo by Cy White

GETTING WISCONSIN FIRED
UP, AND READY TO GO!

(continued on page 8)

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff
Baba Oje

(continued on page 9)

(continued on page 9)

Ntozake
Shange

Tamika Mallory

ELECTIONELECTION
WATCHWATCH
20182018

GOVERNOR
Tony Evers
(challenger)
Democrat

LT. GOVERNOR
Mandela Barnes

(challenger)
Democrat

U.S. House of
Representatives

Gwen Moore
(incumbent)
Democrat

U.S. Senate
Tammy Baldwin

(incumbent)
Democrat
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Halloween
Happiness!
Everyone loves to dress up! Especially our little ones.

This past Wednesday we celebrated another Halloween.
This time is the perfect time to see what it is that our
young ones aspire to be and it’s the cutest thing in the
world to see the creative costumes they come across. 
Children are natural day dreamers and they have the

largest imaginations anyone could ever wish for. 
As you think back on the different costumes and attire

you witnessed this past Halloween, remember that our
children may not actually grow up to be a power ranger,
pirate or mermaid. However, it is important to consider
your child and their dreams. 
Sometimes it is easy to place our fears on the future

of our children, which can then turn into their lack of
inspiration to accomplish their lifetime dreams. 
Support starts with the people who are close to you.

That goes for our children as well. 
I’ve come across many adults who have yet to step

out on faith to go after their burning desires and dreams,
all because of their parents lack of support or approval. 
Our children are individuals and their goals, dreams

and aspirations should be treated as such. 
I remember being a little girl. I was infatuated with

hair, reading, writing and music. 
There were a few aspects of my dreams and goals that

weren’t disregarded, but if I had a little more support
from my parents, I feel like I could be on top of the
world. 
As I get older, I don’t let those circumstances hinder

me from chasing my dreams, but I will say that the sup-
port and encouragement would have definitely made a
difference. 
When it comes to our children, no dream should be

too silly or unrealistic. Every child sis not going to be
interested a regular nine to five or office job. No matter
the dream, eventually as they get older, children will
gradually understand what it means to have an achiev-
able and realistic goal or dream. 
It is our job as parents, mentors and teachers to push

their independency to levels unknown and to always en-
courage them, to follow their hearts.   

Paishance Welch 
2018 The Year of the Child      
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Wisconsin Lt.
Gov. Candidate
Mandela Barnes
Looks to make 
a Change 
By Karen Stokes 
Mandela Barnes, former two term

Wisconsin State Representative and
candidate for lieutenant governor has
been on the road with running mate
Tony Evers to discuss the issues and
have conversations with the people

of this state. 
If elected, Barnes would be the

first lieutenant governor of color in
Wisconsin history. 
“Being a statewide elected official

means that there's a different voice
that hasn't been there before, espe-
cially with issues of equity. 
Equality is one thing but equity is

another. We tried to put the emphasis
on equity making sure that every-
body has a chance to succeed in this
state. 
A lot of people have been left be-

hind especially when there's a stark
contrast between racial lines, having
that voice is even more important,”
Barnes said. 
“I am an MPS graduate, I was born

in the 53206 area, my experiences
have been a little bit different than
other people who has held statewide
office,” Barnes added. 
“I've lost friends to gun violence

and my friends have fallen into the
criminal justice system. 
I'm not talking about these things

because I've read some report or
some study that somebody put in
front of me, it's because I unfortu-

nately had to be exposed to some of
the worst things that happen in our
state, especially in terms of racial in-
equality.”

In addition, Barnes addressed
some other topics that are a concern
for Wisconsin voters. A huge concern
for the voters is quality, affordable
healthcare. 
“Scott Walker has had eight years

to address healthcare,” Barnes said.
“He rejected federal Medicaid expan-
sion which left 77,000 more people
without access to Badgercare and
Walker’s frivolous lawsuit with the
attorney general to try once again to
get rid of the Affordable Care Act.
We would withdraw the state from
the lawsuit because it is dangerous
and it doesn't benefit the people of
this state in any way. 
Right now because of the ACA,

pre-existing conditions are able to be
covered.” 
He stated that we must first make

sure we have an economy that works
for everyone. He believes Wisconsin
needs to invest in is renewable en-
ergy. 

Souls Are
Heading To
The Polls in
Milwaukee 
By U.S. Senator 
Tammy Baldwin
On Sunday, I had the honor of wor-

shipping at the Tabernacle Commu-
nity Baptist Church on Milwaukee’s

north side, with Pastor Darius Butler
and his congregation.
I’ve had the pleasure of attending

services at Tabernacle in the past, and
it was a joy to see so many familiar
faces and to raise our voices in song
together.  
But I was particularly struck by the

words of Minister Waynette Spain. 
She said, “God’s liberation opens

the door for dreams and ambitions
rooted in justice to have the chance
to become reality. Casting a ballot is
one way to proclaim liberty to the
captives and to let the oppressed go
free. Let your faith liberate you.” 
And I couldn’t agree with her

more. 
Pastor Butler’s powerful words

spoke directly to the mess Washing-
ton is now, and how political rhetoric
can be divisive and downright hate-
ful. But you have the power to calm
the chaos. 
The best way to make your voice

heard loud and clear is to vote. 
And you can vote early in Milwau-

kee today. 
As Minister Spain said, “Let us

protect and further the ability of all
persons to be heard in society and
through their ballots.” 
Part of my job as your United

States Senator is to listen to your
concerns. And I take that job very se-
riously, because everyone deserves to
be heard. I heard those concerns from
Pastor Butler and Minister Spain.
I’ve heard from folks at church

who are concerned about protecting
their health care. 
I’ve heard from students who are

worried about protecting our natural
resources and the ability to get the
skills they need to get a good-paying,
family-supporting job. 
And I’ve heard from small busi-

ness owners and developers on Mil-
waukee’s north side who need more
opportunities to start and grow their
businesses.
I was joined by parishioners and

community members after worship
on Sunday to get Souls to the Polls.
And the excitement to vote was con-
tagious. 
So this fall, cast your ballot and

(continued on page 9)

(continued on page 9)



Chili & 
Vintage 
Jewelry Star 
at St. Ann Sale
Nov. 17 event also
includes local 
vendors & live
music
Fans of hot chili and cool jewelry

will find plenty of both at the Warm
Your Heart Fall Chili & Jewelry Sale
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
17,  at St. Ann Center for Intergener-
ational Care-Stein Campus, 2801 E.
Morgan Ave.
This tasty fundraiser, a beloved tra-

dition for those looking to get a jump
on holiday shopping or just treat their
taste buds,  features chili from more
than 25 popular Milwaukee restau-
rants, an array of jewelry of all kinds
and gifts galore from local vendors.
The vintage jewelry collection in-

cludes hundreds of pieces of retro,
heirloom and costume jewelry—
from rings, necklaces and bracelets
to pins, earrings and watches— do-
nated throughout the year.  Volun-
teers sort and clean each piece,
making repairs as needed, then price
the pieces to sell. (Crafters and
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“A generous person will
prosper; whoever re-
freshes others will be 
refreshed.” -Prov. 11:25

The Angel Tree is a ministry
sponsored by Prison Fellowship.
Prison Fellowship was founded by
Chuck Colson, President Nixon’s
“hatchet man,” in 1976. 
After he served time in a federal

prison camp, Chuck felt led by God
to honor a promise he made to re-
member prisoners and their fami-
lies. That promise grew into the world’s largest family
of prison ministries.
The Mission of the Angel Tree states:
“We believe that no life is beyond the reach of God’s

power, and we envision a future in which countless pris-
oners, ex-prisoners, and their families, are redeemed, re-
stored, and reconciled through the love and truth of
Jesus Christ. 
We equip local churches and thousands of trained vol-

unteers to spread the Gospel and nurture disciples be-
hind prison walls, so that men and women become new
creations in Christ – not repeat offenders.”1
The Angel Tree is best known for its work with the

prisoner’s family and in particular the children of the of-
fender by helping them cope with their loved one’s in-
carceration. 
Every Christmas, Angel Tree mobilizes local churches

and organizations to minister to hundreds of thousands
of children by delivering a gift, to these children as well
as the gift of the Gospel. 
The Igbo and Yoruba (Nigerian) proverb “It takes a

whole village to raise a child” exists in many forms in
many African languages. 
However, the basic meaning is the same – a child’s

upbringing is a communal effort. It becomes the respon-
sibility of the larger extended family to raise a child and
participate in their upbringing. 
Placing this statement in perspective, God’s people

must willingly and boldly connect with the community
to offer support while at the same time providing guid-

ance, healing, restoration and God’s love to broken fam-
ilies and their children.
How can you help? Volunteers in partnership with the

Angel Tree are needed to assist in showing God’s love
in a tangible way by purchasing gifts for local children.
The gifts are then presented to the children on behalf of
their incarcerated parents.
Beloved, this holiday season, prayerfully consider

registering your church as an Angel Tree Coordinator.
Visit Prison Fellowship at www.prisonfellowship.org to
complete the registration form or call Angel Tree at 1-
800-55-ANGEL. 
This simple act of providing the Gospel message and

gifts to hundreds of thousands of children (age 18 and
under) on behalf of their incarcerated parents, lets the
child know that their parent in prison loves them and has
not forgotten them.
Remember,
#ItStartsWithAGift

1Prison Fellowship Ministries, www.prisonfellow-
ship.org.

The writer does not assume responsibility in any way
for readers’ efforts to apply, rely or utilize information
or recommendations made in these articles, as they
may not be necessarily appropriate for every situation
to which they may refer. Rather, the objective is
strictly informative and educational. If you would like
to contact Rev. Lester, write to her c/o P.O. Box 121,
Brookfield, WI. 53008.

WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

FIRSTFIRST
SUNDAYSUNDAY
The NEW MCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community

If you have news about your church
and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOUR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance). 

Below is the list of things we would
like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com

We look forward to hearing from you
and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper

RELIGIONRELIGION
BIBLICALBIBLICAL
COUNSELINGCOUNSELING
FOR TODAY’SFOR TODAY’S
CHRISTIANCHRISTIAN
FAMILYFAMILY
By Rev. Judith T. Lester,
B.Min., M.Th.

#ItStartsWithA Gift

The Angel Tree

(continued on page 9)

True Foundation Missionary Baptist Church, will
hold its Fall Revival, November 14, 15, 16 starting each
night at 7 p.m.True Foundation is pastored by Minister
Gloria Dupar. The guest revival speaker will be Minister
Neil Kelly.

Have you ever drifted to
the left and then to the right,
but you did not fall?
It was because God

breathed on you!
So contends Lauretta Waters in

her new book, “The Wind Be- neath
My Wings.”
The purpose of the book, which

can be ordered on Amazon, or
purchased at Barnes&Noble, is to
show individuals there is a higher
power greater than you.  
“When life’s journeys and chal-

lenges begin to weigh you down,
God is always there to breathe on
you that new breath of life,” said
Waters.
“So, who is driving you? It’s

God! He is always there. You are
always able to go a little further
knowing that he has your back!

RELIGIOUS ANNOUNCEMENTRELIGIOUS ANNOUNCEMENT

New book 
focuses on 
encouragement
and endurance

In America a nation that
claims “we are all ONE under
God,” there can and must be
NO room or tolerance for hate,
hateful and hurtful words, bul-
lying through words and in-
timidation and vile attacks on
the personhood of any people.
No person should have to fear going to

school, work or worship. 
We stand in solidarity with our Jewish

brothers and sisters, especially the families
of the eleven victims who were killed in the
Pittsburgh synagogue shooting and every-
one who has been deeply impacted by the
senseless and tragic events of Saturday, Oc-

tober 27, 2018. 
The tone of hateful rhetoric coming from

our political leaders DOES influence and
exacerbate the degree of hate that too many
people feel justified and more free to ex-
hibit towards people who look, dress and
speak differently from them.
All of us are created in the image of God

and no one person, race or gender is better
than another.
PLEASE let’s use the power of our voice

through our votes on Tuesday, November
6! Let’s all strive to see and acknowledge
the HUMANITY in one another. Change
for the better begins with how WE treat one
another!
Rev. Carla M. Mitchell is the pastor of

St. Peter African American Episcopal
Church in Minneapolis, MN

UNITED WE MUST STAND!
By Rev. Carla M. Mitchell

RELIGIOUS COMMENTARYRELIGIOUS COMMENTARY

People hold candles outside the Tree of Life Synagogue after a shoot-
ing there left 11 people dead in the Squirrel Hill neighborhood of Pitts-
burgh on October 27.



When we were kids in Milwaukee, I always looked forward to Hal-
loween and making merry in the name of ghosts, hobgoblins, monsters,
spectres, spirits and, yes, “spooks.” So what better time to delve into
scary things than the all-American holiday of Oct. 31   How well I re-
member the first time I heard the word “spook” -- that is, outside some
long forgotten 1940s or ‘50s Abbott and Costello or Bowery Boys
movie comedy. Only I didn’t laugh. No way. More on this later.
Back in the day, me and my young friends here in town delighted in

good naturedly acting out ways of scaring the living daylights out of
the unwary in our path. And sometimes even the very, very wary.
Indeed, all of us can recall those special late October days and nights.

Parties, jack-o-lanterns, bobbing for apples, skeleton suits, ghostly
white sheets, masks and, of course, the tricks and treats. Great, good
fun and great, mostly good memories on fright night.
As usual, we donned inexpensive, homemade disguises determined

to milk the generosity of our integrated, Near-North Side neighbor-
hood. We threw caution to the winds the night before Halloween called
“Beggar’s Night.” In tattered rags in keeping with its theme, we went
door-to-door yelping “Halloween Handout” instead of “Trick or
Treat.” But the results were usually the same. Goodies, goodies and
more goodies.
Of course, there was always the chance a grouchy White adult might

shoo us away or even douse us with cold water. This occasionally hap-
pened when the resident couldn’t care less about Halloween and hated
having to answer an incessantly ringing doorbell.
One Beggar's Night, me and about five of my 10 year-old friends

approached a big corner house and ascended a long flight of steep,
stone steps. Suddenly, we were drenched by water from above -- un-
leashing panic unlike anything I’d experienced.
Running, jumping and screaming wildly, we took off in all directions

as a White-sounding voice from behind laughingly rang out: “Will you
look at the little spooks go.” This encouraged us to run even faster.
Slowing down about a block away, my best buddy, Melvin, grabbed

me by the arm and panted: “I told you we shouldn’t try that house.
White folks live there.”
And unlike few words we utter in our entire lives, I can recall my

reply to this day: “Yeah, but why did they call us spooks?” Why, in-
deed.
If only we knew then what we have come to know since. But what

can you expect from 10-year-olds naive enough to rub burnt cork on

our Black faces in place of traditional Halloween masks?
As years passed, I found myself reacting in similar fashion in school
on those awful occasions when White teachers in the 1950s broached
the embarrassing (to most Black kids) subjects of Negro slavery in the
pre-Civil War south, Stepin Fetchit in the movies, Negro History Week
in civics and Brown vs. Board of Education in current events.
I’d slouch down in my seat as if I were being singled out, hoping

against hope that I wouldn’t be called on to recite. It was like a bad
dream. For me, it was Halloween and “spooks” all over again.
And then I woke up -- along with other Black people -- and realized

most teachers were just doing their jobs. And some Whites called us
“spook,” “spade,” “coon” and worse to mask their own feelings of in-
feriority, jealousy or simple lack of self-confidence.
Their “masks,” which they didn’t wait for Halloween to wear, were

a way of life for many. They were determined to “spook” us, and keep
us “spooks” in their bigoted minds.
And then the 1960s arrived and Black became beautiful. Soon, Afros
and braids -- staples of the Black experience for centuries -- sprouted
on the heads of White folks. And the mop-top Beatles in England tried
to sing like Frankie Lymon, moan like Muddy Waters, do falsetto like
the El Dorados and Earl Lewis and play guitar like Chuck Berry.
Young Whites loved these lame copycats while most Blacks laughed
at them. But Pat Boone and other inferior “talents” kept covering hit
Black records -- at the expense of greats such as Little Richard, La
Vern Baker, Ruth Brown, Hank Ballard, Chuck Jackson, the Moon-
glows, Spaniels and Temptations. But that’s a story for another time.
Things heated up in the 1970s with the arrival of Richard Roundtree’s

“Shaft,” Pam Grier’s “Foxy Brown” and other red-hot, so-called
“Blaxploitation” films. We loved ‘em.
Then came 1980, and presidential candidate Ronald Reagan -- de-

bating President Jimmy Carter in Cleveland -- exclaimed on national
television about: “…when I was a boy and America didn’t know it had
a racial problem.” Uh-huh.
And once again, in my adult mind, I heard that laughing, taunting,

White voice on a long ago Beggar's Night: “Will you look at those
little spooks go!”
Fast forward to the present and ask yourself -- despite Barack

Obama’s breakthrough presidency -- if things in America have really
changed all that much. Think about it.
Anyway, Happy Halloween 2018 to all of my hometown friends.

—Milwaukee native Richard G. Carter is freelance columnist
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“THE LIMITS OF TYRANTS ARE 
PRESCRIBED BY THE ENDURANCE OF
THOSE WHOM THEY OPPRESS.”

—FREDERICK DOUGLASS
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MCJ EDITORIALMCJ EDITORIAL
Most recent attack on a
house of faith bodes ill
for our nation and its
laws and freligious 
principles principals
Another massacre!  This time on a Jewish

synagogue. This is the fourth assault on a
house of faith within the last five years.
There was the assault on a Sikh Temple in
Oak Creek, Wisconsin in 2012; the mass
shooting at a Wednesday evening church
goers in an African American Methodist
Church in Charlotte, South Carolina in 2015,
and the Baptist church in Sutherland
Springs, Texas, a small town outside of
Houston, in 2017.
That’s four too many on the faith-based

community. But any mass shooting any-
where, at any place—religious or secular--is
tragically too many!
These assaults on people of faith is abom-

inable and disconcerting.  If there’s any
place people who are worshipping need
peace and an opportunity to center, embrace
teachings about peace on earth and goodwill
toward men, is in the houses of worship. 
One of the Amendments of our Constitution

is Freedom of Religion!  We must hold that
value dear...regardless of race, ethnic back-
ground or denomination or faith. 
Our hearts go out to the Tree of Light Syna-

gogue of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and the
entire Jewish community in the United
States. 
The spewing of discord, hatred, disrespect,

lawlessness is unacceptable; and contrary to
our fundamental belief in a person’s right to
assemble and to worship.   

We pray for their families of those killed
and wounded. The hatred must cease! Mass
killings must be punishable to the highest
degree our judicial system will allow. 
Guns are not our answer. Racial and faith-

based dialogues, understanding, respect
and collective loyalty to the beauty of demo-
cratic values has to be the salvation of our
country and our individual pursuits of happi-
ness.  Soberly we pray!  

Remember when…
Halloween for some kids in Black
Milwaukee was really “spooky”
Spook: Racist slang used in the old days by many Whites to humiliate Black people young and old
By Richard G. Carter

I wanted to love ‘The Hate U
Give’ movie like I did the novel

When I listened to The Hate U Give, by Angie Thomas
as an audio book this summer, I immediately felt  an inti-
macy with Starr, its protagonist. Starr is optimistic even
vulnerable, but not naïve. She knows how to code switch.
She is funny and playful. She knows how to carry on
through immense trauma. Starr, like so many other Black
girls in this world, understands what it means to survive.
I related to Starr being a Black girl in a predominately white private school,

who came home to a different world, one sometimes riddled with violence
but nonetheless, filled with love, community, wisdom and history.
The book is especially powerful because of its perspective that challenges

the popular narrative that police brutality is a black boy’s issue.  
As an author, Thomas dives deep into the internal conflicts that Starr  faces:

Her dad follows the Black Panther 10 point plan, while her uncle is a police
officer. They both raised her, so who informs what is lawful? She’s in love
with a rich white boy but there are parts of her he may never see. Is she al-
lowed to grieve and find her own peace, or does she have a duty to fight back.
If the latter, why her?
Now, before we get into my personal opinions of the movie, I will say it is

important story to be told. How often do we get films with positive represen-
tations of a Black girl at all, much less one from the hood? One who is smart,
part of an imperfect, vulnerable, tough, but kind family that isn’t abusive.
When do we see movies where we are overtly the victims of anti-Blackness?
Maybe Black folk needed to have this film. Maybe they felt like they knew

Starr too. I sat in the Magic Johnson theatre with people talking back to her:
“I know that’s right”; “Wow, that’s crazy”. The audience was hurting with

the Black people on the screen, cheering for them, appreciating that this story
is being told at all. At the end of the day, it will still be something that Black
folk can empathize with and even be proud of.
But the novel and film were worlds apart in terms of nuance. This might

partially be due to the fact that a white woman wrote the screenplay.
The late Audrey Wells, who is perhaps best known for her debut script The

Truth About Cats and Dogs, adapted the screenplay for Thomas’ story. The
Disney vehicle had so much more potential to be a humanizing and realistic
portrayal. Watching, it felt like all the nuance and complex emotions of the
book were chewed up and spit out into a Tyler Perry flick, complete with car-
icatures, hyper dramatic interactions, and questionable choices that deviated
from the book. It had me question— as I’ve questioned many times before—
who is the film really made for?
For starters, there was not a clear plot or story line. This film felt rushed. It

seemed like the goal was to make several obvious points and get to them
swiftly. Except the points made were questionable. If I’m not mistaken Starr
only mentions the officer who killed her best friend, Khalil, one time. She re-
membered his badge number, 115, after the shooting – a potential motif that
represents abuse of power and an acute reminder of the PTSD Black com-
munities face. We only hear about him in the beginning.
Further, Starr’s uncle, is a police officer played by Common. They are very

close, and he also works at the same precinct as Officer 115. There is an an-
ticipated tension there for Starr, who’d just witnessed cruel racism by a police
officer. Her father is a Black nationalist, and traditionally that means aware-
ness of systemic police brutality. There is like one minute where the audience
is confronted with that conflict.
In fact, most of the conflict between the main characters was totally unde-

veloped.  
The Big “Little” Things
There were other egregious changes from the book to the film that just

didn’t ring true for me:
For example, the film erased Devante, a major character whose role sheds

more light on the hood vs. the burbs dilemma.
Then there’s Sekani, the eight year old knowing how to hold a glock or

Sekani holding a gun at all. And after Maverick was slammed to the ground
by cops, what was the point in changing the way he interacted with his chil-
dren? He didn’t blow up at them, he comforted them.
These things are important because at its core, The Hate U Give is not a

story about “police brutality” or “gang violence”—it’s about a regular degular
Black girl and her family. Their humanity. It so happens that in this chapter
of her life she faces incredible trauma, but not trauma unparalleled in com-
munities across the country. Starr is not meant to be exceptional. And that
also means she is not an exception to her community, she is still a part of it.
They don’t need to stay in the hood to prove that.
Finally, the casting. You got extra light-skinned Amandla – yeah we’re all

By Ayaana Marie -Posted October 26

Photo credit: Erika Doss/20th
Century Fox via thegrio.com

(continued on page 9)







The Milwaukee Community Journal October 31, 2018 Page 8
ELECTION WATCH 2018THE MCJ ENDORSES...

Since going to Washington, Moore has been a vocal champion of the
state’s—and nation’s—citizens on hot-button issues such as civil rights,
poverty, women’s rights, student issues, domestic abuse, pro-choice support,
welfare, education and criminal justice, issues related to seniors, infant mor-
tality, the LGBTQ community and veterans either creating or joining her fel-
low lawmakers in pushing bills that positively impact Americans...and
Wisconsinites.
The congresswoman has co-sponsored bills aimed blunting President

Trump’s immigration policies: one aimed at keeping immigrant families intact
and another cutting funding for ICE. 
Moore serves on the House Committee on Financial Services, which over-

sees the banking, insurance and housing industries; and is a ranking member
of the Financial Services Subcommittee on Monetary Policy and Trade.
If reelected (and there is no doubt that she will be) Moore plans to focus

the next two years on protecting and strengthening Medicaid, Medicare, and
Social Security. 

(continued from front page)
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artists! Jewelry donations deemed unwearable, like single
earrings, are sold by the pound, making this sale a great
resource for  projects.)
Shoppers can enjoy a super selection of chili, sold in

flights or by the bowl. Chefs from area restaurants, along
with talented home cooks, donate their signature chili--
ranging from chicken to vegetarian and mild to spicy,
served with all the fixings. Also available: delicious,
freshly made fry bread for just $3, to dunk into the chili
or sprinkle with cinnamon sugar.  
Unwind in a hurry with a free 5-minute chair massage

from St. Ann Center's certified massage therapists, then
pamper your hands with a warm paraffin treatment from

the Ageless Beauty Salon for just $5, which includes a
$5 coupon off any future salon services. 
The center’s beautiful atrium will be filled with local

vendors selling handcrafted items, art and other quality
products.  
Need a break from shopping? Enjoy live music from

the Non Prophets at the tables on the veranda.
All proceeds from chili and jewelry sales will benefit

the clients served by St. Ann Center, a non-profit organ-
ization that provides health, education and wellness serv-
ices for people of all ages and offers support for their
caregivers. 
For more information, call 414-977-5009, or visit stan-

ncenter.org/event/chili-jewelry-sale.

Supervisors Save 
JobLines with 
Amendment
Lipscomb, Dimitrijevic
Avert Cut to Jobs 
Access for Thousands
County Board Chairman Theodore Lipscomb, Sr.,

and Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic introduced a budget
amendment to ensure that hundreds of Milwaukee
County workers will continue to access jobs with a
modified JobLines bus route. The Finance and Audit
Committee adopted their proposal on a vote of 6 to 0. 
JobLines deliver thousands of workers to employers

in Milwaukee and Waukesha County, face cancellation
at the end of 2018 when their one-time funding runs out.
A recent UW-Milwaukee study documented the impor-
tance of job access.
“I am proud to sponsor this budget amendment which

will continue our successful Joblines transit route and
connect Milwaukee County workers to much needed
jobs in the region. The community called for action and
we listened. Thousands of workers and their families
will benefit from us providing this critical public service
to reduce poverty and increase economic security, ” said
Supervisor Dimitrijevic.
"MICAH thanks the county board for their work on

this amendment, which we fully support. JobLines are
critical to inner city workers' ability to get to family sup-

porting jobs in Waukesha County. With this amendment
we are looking forward to collaborating on finding a
permanent solution," said Joyce Ellwanger.
The routes were originally financed by a court settle-

ment that set aside more than $13 million for public
transportation to job sites that were difficult for many
city workers to access. Several advocacy groups sued
the state of Wisconsin over the lack of access to public
transportation in 2012.
"The Black Health Coalition, MICAH, and the ACLU

achieved a major victory for workers who rely on public
transit, and their accomplishment also gave MCTS a
boost. 
“JobLines routes work and they are the kind of solu-

tion that our region should build upon. With current
funding running out soon we have an opportunity con-
tinue the routes for a limited time, but we need a long-
term fix to finance our transit system. We’ll use this as
an example of our challenges when we go to Madison
to seek solutions to Milwaukee County’s looming fiscal
crisis,” said Chairman Lipscomb.
The Milwaukee County Transit System proposed

modifying two other routes, 57 and 22, to cover some
of the area served by the JobLines route, but not past
the Waukesha County line.
The proposal from Lipscomb and Dimitrijevic would

extend the modified route into Waukesha in order to
service 100% of riders and job sites through August of
2019.
The amendment also calls for Milwaukee County of-

ficials to work with Waukesha County and state leaders
to find long-term, shared solutions to maintain the
routes.

“Making sure that we are investing
in renewable energy, that's the path
forward across the country, that's
where job creation is happening. Be-
tween 2016-2017 there was about 16
percent job growth in wind energy
and about 24 percent growth in solar
energies. Those are industries that we
are really missing out on,” said
Barnes.
As lieutenant governor, one of

Barnes concerns is Wisconsin's infra-
structure. 

24/7 Wall Street created an index
to identify the states with the best and
worst on infrastructure. Wisconsin
ranked 8th in the country for the
worst infrastructure. 
“Republicans can't run on their own
record. Our roads are among one of
the worst in the nation and they had
eight years to do something about it
and they have not,” Barnes said. 
“It's a priorities issue, [the money] is
there but they're spending it wrong.
The bulk of tax breaks have gone to
the most wealthy individuals and
large corporations,” Barnes added.
“We have to shift the way we fund
our roads we have to be smarter and
think about long term growth. We're
only borrowing money right now, it's
a dangerous road for us to be on, to
continue borrowing. That's why we
haven't been able to fund our road

projects as we should.” 
With a plethora of negative campaign
ads the people of Wisconsin had to
endure, Barnes was a target. 
Current Lt. Governor Rebecca
Kleefisch caused an uproar when she
falsely accused Barnes of kneeling
during the national anthem at State
Fair Park, even though she personally
didn't witness it and was unable to
name any witnesses. She later had to
apology. There was also stories about
a lingerie party that Barnes fraternity
hosted in 2009 when he was 22. 
“There were no complaints, it was
just a party,” said Barnes. “That's
what they want to use, it's despera-
tion. They have done nothing to ad-
vance the cause of gender equality,
whether it's healthcare or equal
pay..nothing. 
“I didn't fight back because it was so
ridiculous. We can waste time spin-
ning our wheels talking about dis-
tractions or we can talk about the real
issues that matter,” Barnes said.
“That's what we’re going to continue
to do.” 
Tony Evers and I have a great rela-
tionship as running mates and I ex-
pect us to have that same relationship
in governing and I want to be able to
be active in Tony’s legislative strat-
egy as a former state representative,”
Barnes said. “I still have relation-
ships in the legislature on both sides
of the aisle and I want to maximize
on that. We are pushing a bold
agenda to improve a lot of people's
lives across the state of Wisconsin
with education, our environment,
healthcare and also improving our
economy.” 
“This race is meeting with a vision.
It's talking about improving our
economy, expanding access to qual-
ity and affordable healthcare, creat-
ing living wage jobs, fully funding
our public schools,” said Barnes. “it
comes back to talking about those is-
sues and talking about them where
they matter making sure that people
are being heard.”

make your voice heard for good-paying jobs, protecting
our environment, good education and quality, affordable
health care. 
Voting only takes a few minutes, and it makes a world

of difference. 
So grab a friend or a family member, and head to your

nearest voting location. 
Today you can early vote at these locations in Milwau-

kee:
• Zeidler Municipal Building, 841 N. Broadway
• Midtown Center, 5700 W. Capitol Dr. (located west

of Pick ‘n Save)
• Mitchell Street Library, 906 W. Historic Mitchell St.
• The Zablocki Library, 3501 W. Oklahoma Ave.

• The Center Street Library, 2727 W. Fond du Lac Ave.
• The Mill Road Library, 6431 N. 76th St.
• The UWM Peck School of the Arts in the Helene Ze-

lazo Center, 2419 E. Kenwood Blvd., and
• MATC, 700 W. State St. (for students and faculty).
Each location is open Monday through Friday from

8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and then Saturday and Sunday
from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for pre-registered voters.
(There are no Sunday hours at the MATC location.)
The best part is that voting is easy— all you have to

do is bring your photo ID, and you can even register to
vote right at these locations too.
So let’s raise our voices together and vote this fall for

a stronger Milwaukee. 

“I met Baba hanging with the young dudes while I was
in college,” recalled Speech, the leader of Arrested De-
velopment, in a statement upon learning of the death of
his friend and mentor.
“He was always super cool and always willing to talk

to the youth! I gathered up the nerve to ask him to be in
my Hip Hop group. He at first said no. But he later re-
considered when he thought about the fact that a young
Black man was striving to start a positive Rap thing. 
However, we both found out that this partnership was

bigger than we even knew. 
“We both learned later that Baba knew my parents

(MCJ Publisher and Associate Publisher Patricia Pattillo
and Robert Thomas) and in fact, was the best man in my
mother and fathers wedding way before I was even
thought of! That's the spiritual bond we shared, he was
literally like family to me, I will miss him terribly.”
Oje was a full-fledged member of Arrested Develop-

ment, appearing onstage with them and making cameos
in their music videos, even though he didn’t play an in-
strument or rap. 
Services for Oje will be held Friday, November 2, at

St. Paul COGIC, 2651 N. 53rd St. Visitation will be from
3 to 6 p.m. Funeral Services will start at 6 p.m.

 

Black, but the character in the book is described as
brown-skinned and the girl on the original cover has dark
brown skin. 
Frankly it changes the amount of privilege you have at

an all white school, and it changes again the potential for
representation here. It omits the pride that Starr feels for
being a perfect blend of her parents’ brown skin. Plus,
Amandla doesn’t really have the code-switch down. It
was like she just moved to Garden Heights.
We deserve better. One of the take aways I get from

the novel is, you shouldn’t settle for what isn’t good
enough.  
And this film butchered and white-washed another

piece of our history and humanity. When the right to tell
our own stories is taken away, or sold, our voices are min-
imized. We are limited to what others see or think of us.

Especially for Black girls.
I want Black kids to see images that make them proud

of who they are, what they’re capable of, where they
come from. Images that validate their complex emotions
and help them make sense of their worlds. 
Despite everything, I appreciate that Starr’s on screen

character illustrated courage and strength, but what hap-
pens when Black kids are bombarded with the same old
one-dimensional stereotypes that often demonize us? It’s
almost like The Hate U Give Little Infants F***s Every-
body.

Ayaana “Ya Ya” Marie is a Harlem native storyteller.
She was raised on Toni Morrison and turkey bacon,
pro-black and anti-pig. She hopes to contribute to a
long tradition of healing arts through creative expres-
sion and collective responsibility. 

(continued from page 5)

Opinion on “The
Hate U Give!”

(continued from page 4)

Chili & Vintage Jewelry
Star at St. Ann Sale

(continued from front page)

Baba Oje, spiritual guru of 
Arrested Development, passes 

It was first produced Off-Broadway and then made its way to Broadway’s
Booth Theater. The play became an acclaimed hit, earning an Obie Award
and other accolades.
Many future writers were influenced by the groundbreaking work. The

1975 Tony-Award nominee played for over 700 performances on Broadway.
The play was adapted into a book in 1977 and then into the Tyler Perry

film in 2010 titled, “For Colored Girls” which featured an all-star cast of
Black actresses including Janet Jackson, Loretta Devine, Thandie Newton,
Anika Noni Rose, Kerry Washington, Phylicia Rashad, Whoopi Goldberg,
and Tessa Thompson.
"She spoke for, and in fact embodied, the ongoing struggle of black women

and girls to live with dignity and respect in the context of systemic racism,
sexism and oppression,” said her daughter, Savannah Shange, a professor of
anthropology at the University of California at Santa Cruz.
Born Paulette L. Williams in Trenton, New Jersey on October 18,1948,

Shange’s family home was always filled with legendary figures in Black his-
tory including Dizzy Gillespie, Miles Davis and W.E.B. Du Bois, among oth-
ers. Early in life, Shange took an interest in poetry. When she graduated from
high school, she went on to study at Barnard College in New York City. After
graduating from Barnard, she enrolled at USC and earned a masters degree.
In 1975, she returned to New York City from Los Angeles and in the same

year, “For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow
is Enuf” came to light.
The talented writer published poetry collections, children’s books, novels,

and essays. She taught at multiple colleges including Brown University and
DePaul University.

(continued from page front page)

Pioneering playwright 
Ntozake Shange, passes 

Lt. Governor
Candidate
Mandela
Barnes
(continued from page 3)
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Souls Are Heading To 
The Polls in Milwaukee 
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Johnson Financial Group associ-
ates presented a $17,000 donation to
Housing Resources, Inc. at the John-
son Financial Group office in West
Milwaukee. Marlene Castillo, Vice
President, Community Lending Re-
lationship Manager, along with Gus
Hernandez, Regional President of
Johnson Financial Group in Milwau-
kee, presented the check to Trena
Bond, Executive Director of Housing
Resources, Inc. 
“We are thankful for the generos-

ity of Johnson Financial Group who
continues to be a great partner to us.
Because of this donation, we are able
to provide first-time homebuyers the
information, support and resources
needed to make educated decisions
about their home purchases,” says
Bond. 

“We are proud to support impor-
tant community partners like Hous-
ing Resources, Inc. Together, we are
stronger, and have the power to make
Milwaukee a better place to live,
work and play,” says Hernandez. 
“We believe in the mission of

Housing Resources, Inc. and the
work they do to prepare people for
successful home ownership by facil-
itating neighborhood improvement
and supporting homebuyers. 
“We look forward to continuing to

work together to help individuals and
families achieve the dream of home-
ownership,” says Castillo. 
Housing Resources, Inc. (HRI)

was founded in 1991 as a 501(c)3 or-
ganization dedicated to providing ed-
ucation and counseling to first-time
low and moderate income homebuy-

ers.  HRI’s mission is to prepare peo-
ple for successful home ownership.
HRI has assisted thousands of indi-
viduals and families in achieving
their goal of homeownership, as well
as provided services that help home-
owners maintain their homes. 
Housing Resources, Inc. is a char-

tered member of NeighborWorks®, a
nationwide network of more than
240 trained and certified community
development organizations at work
in nearly 4,000 communities across
America. Working in partnership
with others, NeighborWorks® organ-
izations are leaders in revitalizing
communities and creating affordable
housing opportunities for low-and
moderate-income families.
Johnson Financial Group is a pre-

mier, privately owned financial serv-
ices company offering banking,
wealth and insurance solutions. 
As trusted partners, Johnson Fi-

nancial Group associates work to-
gether to sustain thriving futures for
business, individuals and communi-
ties. 
The nearly $5 billion financial

services company operates in Wis-
consin, Arizona and Minnesota. Prin-
cipal owners of Johnson Financial
Group are members of the Samuel C.
Johnson family. Helen Johnson-
Leipold is Chairman of Johnson Fi-
nancial Group.  For more
information visit www.johnson-
bank.com.  

Johnson Financial Group 
Donates $17,000 to 
Housing Resources, Inc.

Joyce A. Hall (center), the mother of Milwaukee Urban League Presi-
dent and CEO Dr. Eve Hall, was recently awarded the Exellence In
Education Award from Milwaukee Public Schools for her past and
present work in promoting education and reading. Hall, 86, worked for
over 36 years as a full time Reading Resource teacher at Henry L.
Palmer School (now called George Washington Carver Academy. After
retirement she has spent the last 24 years as a reading tutor assisting
eight to 10 students one-on-one per day on Wednesdays and Thurs-
days.—Yvonne Kemp Photo

Retired teacher
honored for 
continued work
in education!
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