
www.milwaukeecommunityjournal.com 25 Cents BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
PERMIT NO. 4668

W I S C O N S I N ’ S  L A R G E S T  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  N E W S P A P E R

INSIDE:White women STILL demonizing Black men and boys with abandon
VOL. XLII Number 13 October 17, 2018

PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITY
Photos and question
by Yvonne Kemp
QUESTION OFQUESTION OF
THE WEEK:THE WEEK:

“What can we do to“What can we do to
help stop the younghelp stop the young
people from drivingpeople from driving
so crazy and runningso crazy and running
from the police infrom the police in
stolen cars?”stolen cars?”

“Tell
them they
are 
putting 
people’s
lives in
danger, including
themselves.”

DUQUAN
GREGORY

“I think we
should put
up more
billboards
so the peo-
ple can see
how you can hurt 
yourself and others 
speeding.”

TREVELL 
WILLIAMS

“We
should add
more
speed
bumps!
Maybe 
increase the age of 
eligibility to drive!”

KESHA 
SIMMONS

“(In) my opinion
on how to stop
the young kids
from driving
stolen cars is to
give them more
positive things to
do in our com-
munity that catches their interests.  Not
just something to say they have a
place to go, but a place they actually
want to go. While they are there, pay
attention to them; listen and compre-
hend what they are saying. Hopefully,
they will comprehend what we say
when we say to them, ‘don’t get in
that car!’”

SHARIEKA 
HILL

While discussions are difficult,
it’s what attracted hundreds of at-
tendees from around the state. Peo-
ple who normally don’t interact
with one another now had a forum
to share opinions, debunk myths
and better understand poverty-re-
lated issues affecting at least 10
percent of the state’s population.
The audience was conservative

and liberal. Rural and urban. Black,
white and brown. Many repre-
sented community action agencies,
community members, government
representatives, youth or other so-

cial service agencies that work with
people living in poverty.
The conference, presented by

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue
Shield had a theme that reflected
unity - Sharing our Stories, Culti-
vating Our Solutions – Closing the
Rural, Urban Divide.
Keynote speaker and anti-racism

activist Tim Wise talked candidly
about his own white privilege and
capitalism. During a speech that
prompted a standing ovation, Wise
challenged the audience to think

POVERTY 
MATTERS
SUMMIT
Statewide edition disrupts usual 
discussions about poverty, 
challenges community to action
Inside the Hyatt Regency ballroom, you could

hear a pin drop. Speakers cast aside the typical,
polite conversations about poverty and go where
many are afraid to go. They call out the contro-
versial pink elephants in the room. Racism.
Classism. System and policy failures.

(continued on page 9)

Noted poet and activist Muhibb Dyer (pic-
tured above) spoke truth to power at the
Poverty Matters Summit held recently at
the Hyatt Regency. (Above right): SDC
CEO George Hinton with Jeri Sykes, wife of
the late Don Sykes, the longest tenured
CEO of the social service organization. (Im-
mediate right): A photo of Sykes and with
one of his more notable quotes.

—Photos courtesy of SDC

Kids Kids 
At Play!At Play!
Former Milwaukee Brewers Slugger Prince
Fielder returned to Milwaukee recently to throw
out the first pitch before the start of one of the
two games the Brewers played in Milwaukee for
the National League Championship Series
against the Los Angeles Dodgers at Miller Park.
He threw the pitch to former teammate Ryan
Braun, who enacted with Fielder their celebra-
tion routine the two used to do whenever one or
the other hit a homerun. Below is that routine,
which resembles two boxers sparring with each
other. Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Arrested Development’s Speech and his 
daughter Zoe Renee make a big impact in films
that convey important messages at this year’s
Milwaukee Film Festival
Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

The Black Health Coalition of Wisconsin (BHCW) held its 30th anniversary
celebration at the Wisconsin Black Historical Society recently. For three
decades the BHCW has helped the community navigate the challenges to
receiving adequate, quality health care. Absent from the celebration was
the organizations’ president, Dr. Patricia McManus (inset photo at right).
She could not attend because of a family matter. Dr. McManus was most
recently interim commissioner of public health for the city of Milwaukee. 

—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Like Father, 
Like Daughter

Speech, the lead singer of the iconic Hip-Hop
group Arrested Development, and his daughter,
actress Zoe Renee, are coming to Milwaukee
for this year’s Milwaukee Black Film Festival.
For Speech it’s a homecoming replete with memories of growing up in Mil-

waukee, the son of a business mom and dad, attending parochial and Milwau-
kee Public schools; of music always being the dominate force in his life, as if
he was born to do only that…and succeeding.
Now the Grammy winning songwriter, producer and singer has made a doc-

umentary titled, “16 Bars,” that is premiering October 20th at the Oriental
Theater. 
“16 Bars” is about a unique rehabilitation program in Richmond, VA Speech

was involved with that allows prisoners to write and record their own songs.
Speech spent 10 days working with the inmates to write and record their orig-

(continued on page 9)

Speech and inmate in a
scene from “16 Bars”

Zoe Renee as Summer
in scene from Jinn

BHCW celebrates 30 years of health advocacy
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Fall is fun for everyone!
Tis the season for cooler
weather, apple cider and
pumpkin patch field trips!
My absolute favorite season
is Fall. 
When I was younger, my mom

would take my brothers and I to the
annual Fall Festival in Lakeland,
GA.
It was our sister church and every

year, all the church members would
make their best pot of chili. 
I can’t remember what the winner

was rewarded with. All I know is,
that place was perfect for my family. 
There were horseback rides, face

painting, apple bobbing and musical
chairs. 
Yearly traditions like these always

cross my mind when the season
changes. Fall has officially made its
way into 2018 and I’m here to give

you a few fun ideas to keep the Fall
spirit.
#1. Decorate your door with

your family
Children love being creative and

imaginative. The next time you’re in
the dollar store, or Party City, try
picking up some inexpensive decora-
tions for the front door. Each time
you enter the front door, a little piece
of everyone will be there to greet
you. 
#2. Go Pumpkin Hunting
Not only are pumpkins good for

pies, they also make great décor!
Find a local pumpkin patch near you
and take the family along. 
Hunting for pumpkins to decorate

and display at home is good for
building memories and being active
outside the home. 
#3. Family Time
Growing up, my family always

had our signature movies. These

were movies that were always good
for quality time and family gather-
ings. 
If you and your family already

watch movies together on a regular,
try switching it up by having various
warm drinks and cocoa. Make this
snuggle evening, a night to remem-
ber!
#4. Autumn Arts and Crafts
Arts and crafts, even as an adult,

are fun. Your little one may have so
many different ideas for crafty art-
work. 
With crayons, markers, paints and

other utensils, you can create a wall
of pieces made from your special lit-
tle person.

Can you imagine how excited
they will be every time they walk
past the “special wall” and see all of
their work on display.   
Paishance Welch
2018 The Year of the Child

Fall 
Time 
Fun!

How divorced parents can keep 
Halloween sweet for their children
HOUSTON – Trick-or-treating, dressing up in costume and having fun are all most children want to do on Hal-

loween, but for some divorced families it can be a challenge to figure out how to make the night a treat and not a
fright. Baylor College of Medicine’s Dr. Sandra Gonzalez gives her tips on how to do this.
“Many times the arrangements as far as who spends time with whom on holidays and certain days of the week is

dictated in part by the courts through a custody or co-parenting agreement so you know in advance who will have the
children,” said Gonzalez, assistant professor in the Department of Family and Community Medicine at Baylor. “One
of the biggest tips I can offer in any situation though is to coordinate details in advance. Both parents should com-
municate information like who is
buying the costume, where the child
is going, who they are going with and
what time they are going to go. You
should share this information with
the child as well so they can feel
more comfortable about the situa-
tion.”
Although some parents choose to

split the time on Halloween, this
arrangement often does not work and
actually can be more stressful for the
parents and, most importantly, for the
child because they may feel torn be-
tween two households. 
Unless the child is accustomed to

this arrangement and they do well
with it, Gonzalez recommends that
alternating who has the child each
year may be more appropriate.
“For the parent who does not have

the child for Halloween, I recom-
mend establishing another tradition
that they can do on a different day
that is related to the holiday and is
something that they can do every
year that the child will remember,”
Gonzalez said. 
“It is also important, as a courtesy

to the other parent, to share that in-
formation, especially if both parents
want to do the same thing and feel-
ings may be hurt as result.”
Gonzalez explained that it is important for parents to prepare themselves when they know they will not have the

child on an occasion like Halloween. This could mean making sure that you have plans with friends or family mem-
bers. Having other plans can make coping with the sadness you may feel about not being able to spend that holiday
with your child every year a bit easier.
In some cases, if the parents get along well, they may make the decision to celebrate as a family, which can be a

very good option as long as it does not cause undue stress on the child and there is not a conflict that can be internalized
by the child. 
However, Gonzalez cautioned that there needs to be some clarity provided on the part of the parents to the child to

explain that this is something that, although you are doing it as a family, does not mean that you are going to recon-
cile.
Often extended family members want to see the child on Halloween as well, Gonzalez added, so it is important to

communicate what the plans are with them so they are not surprised at the last minute or disappointed that they are
not able to see the child.
“Regardless of the situation, communication and advanced planning are essential in order for a holiday, in this case

Halloween, to be as stress free as possible for all involved,” Gonzalez said.
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We’re 
Rebuilding 
Sherman Park
Together 
By U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin
Two years ago, all of Milwaukee came to a standstill

as our Sherman Park community was rocked by turmoil
following a fatal police shooting.  
Since then, we’ve healed, we’ve grown and we’ve re-

built.
But we’re not done yet. The Sherman Park community

experienced $6 million in damages to the neighborhood
and area businesses. 
In the wake of this damage, we’ve been left with a real

need for safe, welcoming neighborhood spaces for entre-
preneurs to thrive and grow.
But out of this need, out of this unrest, rose the idea for

the Sherman Phoenix. 
The Sherman Phoenix, once completed, will replace

the fire-damaged BMO Harris Bank with a community
space that will jump start development in Sherman Park
by bringing together and supporting local small business
owners of color.
The project will offer commercial space for 29 small

entrepreneurs and will bring an estimated 49 brand new
full-time, year-round jobs for low-income residents. 
Those are more than just numbers. This opportunity for

future growth and brighter horizons will inspire faith and
determination to continue seeing progress in Milwaukee
move forward. 
I was immensely inspired by the work that the Sherman

Park community residents undertook to rebuild and heal
their neighborhood. Residents like JoAnne Sabir, who
recognized that the Sherman Park community could ben-
efit from a thriving economic hub that would bring food,
exercise and wellness, and got to work. 
So when I learned that the project was short of its

fundraising goal, I decided to advocate for the Sherman
Phoenix in the United States Senate. I wrote a letter to
the federal government to make sure this project in Sher-
man Park received the strong backing it deserved.
And I’m proud to announce that in September, I se-

cured $750,000 for the Sherman Phoenix project through
the Department of Health and Human Services Office of
Community Services, which awarded the funds to the
Wisconsin Women’s Business Initiative Corporation
(WWBIC). 
The funding will allow the WWBIC to transform the

vacant, fire damaged BMO Harris Bank building into a
commercial space for local residents and entrepreneurs. 

As well as bringing new jobs to the community, the
Sherman Phoenix project will offer wellness services,
prepared foods and arts and cultural activities. 
The business hub will offer Milwaukee small business

owners the community support and resources that can
otherwise be difficult to find. 
I’m so proud to have secured funding for the Sherman

Phoenix, and I look forward to seeing the project revital-
ize and strengthen the community. 
I hope to visit the Sherman Phoenix soon, and when I

do, I know that I’ll be standing in a space that rose from
the ashes and breathed new life into one of Milwaukee’s
most cherished neighborhoods. 

In Our Country, the Road to Change
Goes Through the Ballot Box. 
I’m running for Governor, along with

Milwaukee native Mandela Barnes as
Lt. Governor, because we believe it’s
time for a change.
And that change can start today with early voting at

different locations all across Milwaukee.
Here in Wisconsin, we have witnessed a dramatic at-

tack on the values we care about. Scott Walker has failed
our state. His reckless leadership has raised health care
costs and let our roads crumble while gutting our public
schools.
We can do better for Wisconsin. We can fully fund our

public schools to do what’s best for our kids. We can pro-
tect those with pre-existing conditions and fight for health
care that’s affordable and accessible. 
We can finally be rid of the Scott-holes on our roads

once and for all. And we can pursue criminal justice re-
form that invests in our people over our prisons. 
We can bring real change to our state, and turn all of

these goals into realities. But that’s only if we use our
right to vote and don’t take this election for granted.
But you don’t have to wait until November to vote.

Right now, in communities across Wisconsin, early vot-
ing is already underway, allowing voters to cast their bal-
lots before Election Day on November 6th and make sure
that their vote counts.
Milwaukee is one of those communities that lets its res-

idents vote early anytime between now and November
3rd. Already, thousands of Wisconsinites have decided to
vote early, and in Milwaukee, you can too.
Early voting is easy. All you need are the same things

you need for regular voting. If you’re already registered,
you’ll just need your state-issued photo ID. 
Even if you’re not registered, you can still early vote.

Because Wisconsin offers same day registration, you can
even register at the polls. To do so, you’ll need your state-
issued photo ID along with proof of residency like a util-
ity bill, a bank statement, a paystub, or a residential lease.
For more information, visit https://city.milwau-
kee.gov/election#.W8SkMxNKhp9
Early voting is also incredibly convenient. Right now,

you can early vote at seven different locations across Mil-
waukee:
• Zeidler Municipal Building, 841 N Broadway 
• Midtown Center, 5700 W Capitol Dr 
• Mitchell Street Library, 906 W Historic Mitchell St
• Zablocki Library, 3501 W Oklahoma Ave 
• Center Street Library, 2727 W Fond du Lac Ave 
• Mill Road Library, 6431 N 76th St 
• UWM Peck School of the Arts, 2419 E Kenwood

Blvd
These locations are open Monday-Friday, 8am-7pm, as

well as Saturday and Sunday from 11am-5pm for the last
two weekends before the election. 
All you need to do is show up at one of these locations

with the right documents, cast your ballot, and you’ve al-
ready played a major role in helping bring change to Wis-

consin. 
That’s because voting is not just incredibly easy, but

also incredibly important. 
Mandela Barnes and I have traveled all across our state

promoting our positive agenda for Wisconsin and meet-
ing folks who are ready for a change. 
We’re ready to spend these last few weeks of the cam-

paign making sure we can turnout as many people to vote
as possible and bring this change to Wisconsin. 
That’s because we know that we don’t just have to

campaign in every community. We also have to make sure
we’re getting out the vote in every community as well.
We have serious issues facing our state, and we have a

lot of work to do to get Wisconsin back on track. That
work begins and ends right here at the ballot box, and
that’s why I’m asking you today to do your part to get out
and vote from now until November 3rd.
So make a plan, find five or ten people, and take them

with you to get out to vote. The future of our state de-
pends on it.
-Tony Evers
Candidate for Governor 

“I was immensely inspired
by the work that the Sher-
man Park community resi-
dents undertook to rebuild
and heal their neighborhood.
Residents like JoAnne Sabir,
who recognized that the
Sherman Park community
could benefit from a thriving
economic hub that would
bring food, exercise and
wellness, and got to work.” 

Tony
Evers
FOR GOVERNOR

Sen. Tammy Baldwin

Tony Evers
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NOV. 12-19: 
OPENS 
DROP-OFF 
SITES FOR 
INTERNATIONAL
CHRISTMAS
PROJECT
Local Families Make
Global Impact Through 
Operation 
Christmas Child

This month, sites in the Mil-
waukee area will be among
5,000 U.S. drop-off locations
collecting shoebox gifts for
children overseas during Op-
eration Christmas Child's Na-
tional Collection Week, Nov.
12-19.
Milwaukee families,

churches and groups are busy
transforming empty shoe-
boxes into fun gifts filled with
toys, school supplies and hy-
giene items. 
The Samaritan's Purse proj-

ect partners with local
churches across the globe to
deliver these tangible expres-
sions of God's love to chil-
dren affected by war, disease,
disaster, poverty and famine.
For many of these children, it
will be the first gift they have
ever received.
This year, Milwaukee-area

residents hope to collect more

than 14,100 gifts to contribute
to the 2018 global goal of
reaching 11 million children.
"We are honored to be link-

ing arms with our community
to help children around the
world experience the true
meaning of Christmas," said
Regional Director Gia Garey
Moser, "These simple gifts
show God's love to children
facing difficult circum-
stances."
LOCAL COLLECTION
SITES:
Milwaukee, WI - Life
Restoration Church
2422 W National Avenue
Milwaukee WI 53204-1013
Mon, Nov. 12: 4:30 PM - 6:30
PM
Tue, Nov. 13: 4:30 PM - 6:30
PM
Wed, Nov. 14: 4:30 PM - 6:30
PM
Thu, Nov. 15: 7:30 AM -

10:00 AM
Fri, Nov. 16: 4:30 PM - 6:30
PM
Sat, Nov. 17: 9:30 AM - 1:30
PM
Sun, Nov. 18: 1:00 PM - 3:00
PM
Mon, Nov. 19: 9:00 AM -
11:00 AM
Milwaukee, WI - ProBuColls
Bookstore
9733 W Greenfield Avenue
Milwaukee WI 53214-2645
Mon, Nov. 12: 9:00 AM -
5:30 PM
Tue, Nov. 13: 9:00 AM - 5:30
PM

Wed, Nov. 14: 9:00 AM -
5:30 PM
Thu, Nov. 15: 9:00 AM - 5:30
PM
Fri, Nov. 16: 9:00 AM - 6:00
PM
Sat, Nov. 17: 10:00 AM - 4:00
PM
Sun, Nov. 18: 1:00 PM - 3:00
PM
Mon, Nov. 19: 9:00 AM -
5:30 PM
Oconomowoc, WI - Cross-
point Community Church
W380 N6931 N Lake Road
Oconomowoc WI 53066-5911
Mon, Nov. 12: 5:00 PM - 7:00

PM
Tue, Nov. 13: 5:00 PM - 7:00
PM
Wed, Nov. 14: 5:00 PM - 7:00
PM
Thu, Nov. 15: 5:00 PM - 7:00
PM
Fri, Nov. 16: 10:00 AM -
12:00 PM
Sat, Nov. 17: 10:00 AM -
12:00 PM
Sun, Nov. 18: 1:00 PM - 3:00
PM
Mon, Nov. 19: 5:00 PM - 7:00
PM

WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

FIRSTFIRST
SUNDAYSUNDAY
The NEWMCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s 
Faith-Based Community
If you have news about your church

and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Week-
end Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOUR-
NAL. This new focus joins the Week-
end Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance). 
Below is the list of things we would

like you to include when sending us
your news!  Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjour-
nal.com
We look forward to hearing from you

and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

Sunday has its 
own newspaper

RELIGIONRELIGION

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford 

& Frazier

In Loving Memory

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sin-
cere concern at your time of need. Offer-
ing pre-need, at need and after-care

services to families in Milwaukee, Racine,
Kenosha and other communities 

throughout our state.

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

Michael A.
McVicker 
Entered eternal life

on Monday, October 1,
2018 at the age 61
years.  
Beloved husband of

Sharon for 34 years.
Dear father of Michael

II and Marquis McVicker.  Loving brother of
Bereatha (Andrew) Jackson of Chicago, IL, Jenell
(Rev, Russell B) Williamson of Milwaukee, WI,

Rev. John (Marilynn) McVicker Sr., of
Menomonee Falls, WI, Judith (Victor) Sumbry of
Milwaukee, WI, Kenneth McVicker of Milwau-
kee, WI, Marsha (the late Billy) Kennedy of
Montgomery, AL, Marquita (Christopher) Ward of
Milwaukee, WI and Tracery McVicker of Frisco,
TX.  Loving son of the late John and Love
McVicker and brother of the late Willie R. and
Billy Wayne McVicker.  
Also survived by nieces, nephews and many

dear friends.  Michael was a graduate of West Di-
vision High School in Milwaukee, WI.  
He was a loyal employee of the Milwauke Jour-

nal Sentinel for close to 40 years as a journeyman.  
His infectious smile and personality will be

missed by his co-workers.  
In his leisure time Michael enjoyed playing the

harmonica and kalimba, fishing, golfing and lis-
tening to old school music.  
Michael loved his church, Christ The King Bap-

tist, where his brother John W. McVicker Sr. is the
Pastor.  
Michael served faithfully for 33 years as a

trustee, and a faithful member of the audio visual
and music and arts ministries. Family visitation
hour will be on Tuesday, October 9, 2018 at Christ 
The King Baptist Church, 7750 N. 60th Street,

Milwaukee, WI from 5-6pm followed by the fu-
neral service at 6pm. Arrangements Entrusted to:
Reid’s New Golden Gate Funeral Home.

Michael A.
McVicker

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Community Journal
learned earlier this week that the obituary infor-
mation the paper received and printed in its Octo-
ber 10, 2018 edition for Michael McVicker was
inacccurate. The family of Mr. McVicker sent us
this obituary on their loved one that we are run-
ning in its entirety below. The Milwaukee Commu-
nity Journal aplogizes to the McVicker family for
any undue stress our error may have caused dur-
ing their time of bereavement and offer to them
our condolences for their loss.

Services held for one
of founding members
of Christ the King
Baptist Church

CORRECTIONCORRECTION

Send your church announcements to: 
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com



The Milwaukee Community Journal October 17, 2018 Page 5

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“THERE ARE NO SECRETS TO SUCCESS. IT IS THE
RESULT OF PREPARATION, HARD WORK, AND
LEARNING THROUGH FAILURE.”—COLIN POWELL
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Victory Over
Violence
There is no one solution to addressing and eliminating vio-

lence. So there shouldn’t be one concept challenging it. Violence
isn’t just an epidemic in our society. It actually has become a
way of life for many. Some indulge others ignore or become vic-
tims of it. 
It may not have been happening at this large scale, but it has

been happening for some time now. Years passed it seems to be
years to come. 
I often wonder why is violence the topic of every election and

being used to fund many agencies, but it seems to never ever get
to a level that one can comfortably say we have made a real dif-
ference.
Violence will never just cease to exist, but we must somehow

put a dent in it. Many of our own approaches are just band aids.
We need stitches. Another question is, “Are we really afraid to
defend the people who are not with the constant drama ?” 
There is drama happening throughout our city streets, shop-

ping, malls, schools, bars and even in our political arenas. Are

we not capable of reaching out to those that don’t think there’s
anything wrong with even strong arming their own lives? 
I think that many people on the frontlines are too concerned

about being liked. We are at war with ourselves and I know that,
to get it right isn’t always about being polite. Violence plays a
part in the spread of violence. It’s never rapidly immediately
challenged. 
My opinion is, education should be first on all the agendas.

Proper education must be relearned. People should be taught to
love themselves. Once that happens, it is then that they can rec-
ognize the importance of respecting others, as well as their space.
Violence is learned, then it is taught. 
Violence is sucked up and passed on, as well as profited from.

To achieve Victory Over Violence you cannot continue to remain
silent. Peace.
— Torre M Johnson Sr./ XMEN UNITED LCC

By the end of 2019, all of the more than 4,000 full-time
employees at Milwaukee County will have taken part in
racial equity training. 

This is a huge undertaking, but it’s only part of our on-
going commitment to building up diverse communities
and ensuring fair and equal opportunities for all our resi-
dents.

For this to happen, we're setting out to examine every-
thing we do – from delivering county services to fostering
partnerships – through a lens of promoting racial equity.

To start out, every member of County leadership will
take part in 16 hours of racial-equity training, led by the
YWCA Southeast Wiscon-
sin. They will all complete
this training by late spring.
Training opportunities for
all other employees will be
scheduled in the months
following.

This racial-equity training
is critical for Milwaukee
County to create momen-
tum in advancing racial eq-
uity. 

We recognize that Mil-
waukee has historically
been one of the most segregated communities in the na-
tion, and we recognize that we've never undone the
legacies that racist policies and practices have left.

If we can get our county government moving in the
right direction, I believe it'll have larger effects in creating
change in our community.

Racial equity isn’t a new priority for us, but it’s taken
some time for us to build capacity toward making a real
difference in Milwaukee County. In 2015, we created the
Office on African American Affairs (OAAA), which has
been tasked with looking both internally and externally
for opportunities to advance racial equity across Milwau-
kee County. 

They’ve done an excellent job in providing leadership,
including being a part of all of our 2019 budget discus-
sions.

This past year, OAAA offered support for County and
community partners toward securing nearly $4 million in
grant funds, led direct community engagements at a
dozen events and held presentations on social-justice
initiatives for state and local leaders.

I hope you’ve seen OAAA’s presence in our community
already – but if you haven’t, you will. We’re not looking to
just talk about our commitment to racial equity. We’re
looking to be transformational, both within Milwaukee
County government and across our community.

As you know well, this kind of change can’t come soon
enough. We’ve got a lot of ground to cover in our pursuit
of fairness, equity and strengthening the community we
call home. 

The racial-equity training is one step in a long journey
that I’m proud to be part of and that I look forward to us
making together.
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It’s time to make
Milwaukee County
racially equitable

Chris Abele

URBAN MY
DIALOGUE

By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

Even with video evidence disproving 
blatant lies, white women STILL demonize
Black men and boys with abandon

I love being a Black man. If I were a
praying man, I’d thank whatever deity
every morning for waking up Black…
even if I do pass the Paper Bag Test.
However, there is one aspect intrinsic
to me and every other Black man that
we’re forced to endure from the tender-
est of ages: the acknowledgment that
we have historically been, and are still,
considered a threat to society.
It’s a touchstone of white supremacy that’s so

deeply ingrained that many Black folks have, at
some point, likely adopted this perspective about
ourselves – an absurd gospel of American culture
that we are forced to blindly accept like so many
Bible verses. The fight against this perception of
Black men is seemingly interminable.
As of late, however, those expensive devices in

all of our pockets and purses – combined with so-
cial media – have served as some of the most ef-
fective civil rights advocates that have ever
existed, pulling the wool from over our collective
eyes by showing the world what goes on every day
in every city where Blacks and whites coexist.
In just the past week, two white women have re-

minded the world why they, as a whole, played a
pivotal role in helping the Apricot Assface make it
to the White House and Brett Kavanaugh to the
U.S. Supreme Court, while also confirming what
I’ve said for years: white women are the one group
of people whom Black folks suffer most from
working under or near.   
First, there was Theresa Klein, now dubbed

“Cornerstone Caroline,” who called the police on
a 9-year-old Black boy for “sexually assaulting”
her by brushing by her (non-existent) ass with his
book bag in a Brooklyn deli. 
This happened in New York, a sardine-can-

packed city of 8.5 million people, where you’re
likely to get grazed by a stranger’s bag by simply
stepping out of bed in the morning.
In what was perhaps the most satisfying video

I’ve ever watched of a person getting non-violently
dragged by a mob, Klein was made to publicly
watch the surveillance video of the boy going
about his Black-ass business and not sexually as-
saulting her. She apologized to him, but the psy-
chological damage is done: Klein made a kid who
likely hasn’t even hit puberty yet into the subject
of a national conversation. 
That not only forces him to understand the per-

ceived weapon that is his Blackness, but of what it
means to be accused of sexual assault. The ramifi-
cations of her actions likely won’t truly reveal
themselves until the boy is much older.
Just as we were moving on from Caroline,

there’s Hilary Brooke Mueller (a.k.a. “Apartment
Becky, a.k.a. the other Hillary getting dragged
today), a St. Louis woman who, while draped in
Basic Becky couture and walking one of those tiny,
yappy dogs you want to stuff in a couch cushion
when you visit the home of someone who has one,
had the unmitigated gall to literally block D’Ar-
reion Toles from entering his own goddamn apart-
ment building.  
Toles, who either has the patience of Kanye

West’s therapist or just knew he had a viral gem on
his hands, dealt with Mueller in a very genteel
manner while recording her entire snow bunny an-
tics, even as she followed him to his own apart-
ment unit. Had the roles been reversed, Toles
would still be waiting for his bail hearing as I type.
No Black American who didn’t vote for Trump

can watch Toles’ video in its entirety and be certain
they wouldn’t do something to get put in jail if they
were in his place. 
Fortunately, Mueller is probably somewhere

questioning a Black man’s place in the unemploy-
ment line since she got the pink slip from her job
after the video went viral. I dunno…maybe don’t
work for a minority-owned company and get
caught on video being an asshole to minorities…?
Never Forget Emmett Till
It’s easy to chuckle and revel in the schaden-

freude of these women’s comeuppance until you
realize that black males are literally murdered over
shit like this. 
Klein, in particular, evoked Emmett Till, who

was brutally tortured and killed at age 14 when a
white woman accused him of touching her, not ad-
mitting to the lie until six-plus decades later.
There was no camera to protect Till. And if there

were no surveillance camera to clear Klein’s ac-
cused, there would forever remain a tincture of
suspicion that this little boy assaulted a woman. 
The internet would’ve gone for his parents, and

he might have been unjustly used as an example of
what happens when parents don’t raise their chil-
dren to respect women.   
Both incidents underscore how imperative it is

for Black parents to raise their children with an
added layer of scrutiny and attention that their
white child counterparts will never need. Reading,
writing, arithmetic and being Mindful While
Black. It bears the unfortunate consequence of di-
minishing a child’s innocence that much faster, but
it beats the troubling list of alternatives.
No one believes for a second that smartphone

cameras are going to mitigate the centuries-deep
systemic divide between Black and white Ameri-
cans. 
I’ll never tire of watching those “life comes at

you fast” moments in the aftermath of some white
chick in sunglasses with her headset up to her ear
waiting for some poor sap at 911 dispatch to figure
out what to do with her bullshit-ass phone call.
The memes from #BBQBecky alone were price-
less. 
Those fleeting moments of levity can’t make up

for everything we deal with on a daily basis. But
it, too, is a start. 

Maybe modern day
Miss Anne sips rosé
instead of mint
julep, but her lies
are just as 
dangerous
By Dustin Seibert
Article courtesy of thegriolcom

Photo courtesy of 
Fotolia via thegrio.com

“In what was perhaps the
most satisfying video I’ve
ever watched of a person
getting non-violently
dragged by a mob, Klein
was made to publicly
watch the surveillance
video of the boy going
about his Black business
and not sexually assault-
ing her. She apologized to
him, but the psychological
damage is done: Klein
made a kid who likely
hasn’t even hit puberty yet
into the subject of a na-
tional conversation.” 
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copy or log
onto the 
website of
YOUR 
Milwaukee 
Community 
Journal!
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THE SPORTING LIFETHE SPORTING LIFE
PACKERS BEAT FORTY-NINERS IN NAIL
BITER ON MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

On Monday night in
front of a national audi-
ence watching on Mon-
day Night Football, the
Green Bay Packers im-
proved their record to
3-2-1 by defeating the
San Francisco 49ers
33-30 at legendary
Lambeau Field. 
After a bad game
against the Detroit
Lions last week, Pack-
ers Placekicker Mason
Crosby redeemed him-
self big-time by kicking
the game winning field
goal after Packers
Quarterback Aaron
Rodgers marched the
team downfield with
brilliant passes to his
receivers with no time-
outs and only 67 sec-
onds left on the clock
to set up the winning
kick. 
The Packers have a
bye next Sunday, giv-
ing Packers players--
especially Rodgers
and star wide receiver
Randall Cobb--time to
heal.
—Photos by Kim
Robinson
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A) CHILDREN WHO LEARN TO READ AND LOVE BOOKS 
ARE QUICK LEARNERS.  

B) CHILDREN WHO ARE READ TO BY THEIR PARENTS 
GROW UP LOVING BOOKS.   

C) BOOKS OPEN DOORS TO ADVENTURE AND TRAVEL 
AND COMPASSION AND KNOWLEDGE.

SUMMER IS HERE! A PERFECT TIME TO READ COME GET A FREE BOOK.   
TO READ TO YOUR CHILD OR LET YOUR CHILD READ TO YOU. 

READING IS FUN, READING IS FUNDAMENTAL,    
EARLY READERS DO BETTER IN PRE-K    

COME GET YOUR FREE BOOK." 
ONE BOOK PER CHILD...ONE BOOK, PER CHILD,  PER PARENT.

YOU MUST SIGN IN, AND YOU MUST PLEDGE TO 
READ THE BOOK.  

*A special family gave 300 books to children who want to read this summer. The 300 books
are for parents or children who want to read, this summer. Only one book per child!  That book
becomes yours to read, read again and then share with a friend. 
ONCE YOU CAN READ THE BOOK TO US, WE WILL GIVE ANOTHER

BOOK. READ, READ, AND READ AGAIN.
Drop by the MCJ Office...3612 N. King Dr. Sign in:  Name, address and age of the child..

Sign the thank you board...so we can thank our family for their kindness. Most of the books are
early childhood education books but there are also books for older ages. SO READ, READ,
READ... 

SUMMER READ
a Project of 

2018 THE YEAR OF THE CHILD.
Empowering our children through reading, counting, identifying shapes, coloring, and sharing

with parents, siblings, and friends. Thank you Milwaukee. We shall have over 1300 books
available over the summer.  If your church or club would like to have books, write us, sign up
and we shall make every effort to distribute the books so they benefit the children!

"2018: THE YEAR OF THE CHILD: A GAME CHANGER” 
IN EMPOWERING CHILDREN 
THANK YOU MILWAUKEE.  

CHILDREN MATTER.

differently about how the rich stay rich and why the
poor stay poor.
“If we can put a man on the moon…and we can’t

eradicate poverty, then I start to wonder if that’s a goal
we actually have,” said Wise. “And I start to wonder
if this system is really broken or is it designed to do
exactly what it’s intended to do,” he added.
Perhaps one of the most moving moments during

the two-day conference came during a dramatic per-
formance Muhibb Dyer used to express the frustra-
tions of young men growing up without fathers.
During a passionate monologue, 
Dyer’s character called out a society--including

teachers--that doesn’t understand his pain.
“I got mad because they kept talking about Christo-

pher Columbus and Thomas Jefferson and what they

were supposed to mean to me when I didn’t eat last
night,” Dyer shouted from the stage. “I didn’t eat last
night!”
Whether it was a speech, dramatic interpretation or

workshop, topics addressed the root causes of poverty.
According to researchers, one in 10 people in Wiscon-
sin live in poverty. At least 15% of people living in
poverty are children. The rate for African American
children living in poverty is roughly 44%. Nearly,
20,000 Wisconsin children and teenagers were identi-
fied as homeless by school districts.
Other highlights included: keynote speaker Dr. C.

Nicole Mason, author of “Born Bright: A Young Girl’s
Journey from Nothing to Something in America,” a
legislative update by Lieutenant Governor Rebecca
Kleefisch, remarks from City of Milwaukee Common
Council President Ashanti Hamilton and the Legacy
Dinner honoring the late Don Sykes.
The Social Development Commission hosts the

Summit on Poverty annually. It is the state’s largest
community action agency. The Social Development
Commission is committed to its mission of empower-
ing Milwaukee County residents with the resources to
move beyond poverty.

POVERTY
SUMMIT
(continued from front page)

Ald. Rainey announces Sherman
Park “Building Bridges” sessions

Alderman Khalif J. Rainey in-
vites all residents to attend the
“Building Bridges – Sherman
Park” Police and Resident Lis-
tening Circles meetings at 6

p.m. on Thursday, October 25,
and Thursday, November 29,
2018 (and February 21, March
21, April 25, 2019). The meet-
ings are coordinated by the
Frank Zeidler Center for Public
Discussion and will take place
at the Pilgrim Rest Baptist
Church, 3456 N. 38th St.
Attendees will get to know

their neighborhood police offi-
cers as well as fellow residents
who live, work, learn, and wor-
ship in Sherman Park. 
A free community meal is pro-

vided at each event and $10
stipends will be offered to the

first 20 youth participants (ages
14-24) on each date.
“I really encourage residents

to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to get to know the neigh-
borhood and the neighbors and
stakeholders who are working
diligently to improve the overall
quality of life in Sherman Park,”
Alderman Rainey said.
The sessions are sponsored by

the Greater Milwaukee Founda-
tion and the Northwestern Mu-
tual Foundation.
Anyone with questions about

the sessions should call (414)
239-8555.

The American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin
(ACLU) has hired Milwaukee native Maxine Webb as
its Development Director.  In Maxine's role as Devel-
opment Director, she leads the revenue generation
strategy for the statewide Annual & Major Gifts pro-
grams and represents the ACLU in the community. 
Webb received her Bachelor’s Degree in Communication from Uni-

versity of Wisconsin - Milwaukee.  She is a member of various na-
tional professional organizations, including Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. and the Association of Fundraising Professionals.  
"Service to others and those who are underserved, in particular, is at

the core of who I am. I was introduced to the field of philanthropy as
an AmeriCorps member and discovered early on that serving in this
capacity, and assisting others with investing in causes they care about
is truly rewarding & integral in determining the longevity of an organ-
ization, said Webb. “The work the ACLU does is close to my heart,
and I am honored to build the capacity of such a vital organization in
my home state."
“Maxine understands the urgency of the ACLU's work and shares

the importance of the work with donors. She will be an essential part
of the team as the ACLU continues to grow, I’m really excited that
someone with Maxine’s expertise with nonprofit development has
joined our staff,” said Chris Ott, ACLU of Wisconsin Executive Di-
rector.

ACLU 
Hires 
Maxine 
Webb 
as 
Development 
Director

Ald. Khalif Rainey

City Commission on
Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault
Statement
on Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
Efforts and events to high-
light local resources and
support those affected by
domestic violence
The Commission on Domestic Vi-

olence and Sexual Assault is calling
on all Milwaukee area residents to
wear purple on Purple Thursday, Oc-
tober 18, as a sign of support for
local survivors and to honor the lives
lost to domestic violence. The effort
is part of the annual Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness month in Milwau-
kee. 
Domestic Violence Awareness

Month evolved from a national “Day
of Unity” held in October 1981
through the National Coalition
Against Domestic Violence. 
The intent was to connect advo-

cates across the nation who work to
end intimate partner violence. Lo-
cally, the Milwaukee Commission of
Domestic Violence and Sexual As-
sault, along with local organizations
come together to:
Mourn those who have lost lives

because of domestic violence
Celebrate those who have survived
Increase community awareness of

resources and services
Educate on all forms of domestic

violence and warning signs
This year we join our national al-

lies in emphasizing a call to action to
bring not only awareness to the issue
but demand action to break the cycle. 
By taking a stand, we intend to re-

mind the nation that there are still
countless people impacted by domes-
tic violence including survivors, their
children, families, friends and the
community. 
Locally, we ask every individual,

employer, and organization to wear
purple on Purple Thursday as a mes-
sage of support for survivors.
Through the Office of Violence Pre-
vention (OVP) and the Commission
on Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault, the city remains committed
to raising awareness of this issue and
engaging all segments of our com-
munity in putting an end to domestic
violence.
Domestic Violence Awareness

Month Milwaukee provides the op-
portunity for us to unite and expose
intimate partner violence. This year,
local efforts include a press confer-
ence at the City Hall Rotunda on Oc-
tober 18. 
There are also many local events

taking place to honor survivors and
advocates throughout the month. 
Starting Tuesday, October 16, pur-

ple ribbons will be available, free of
charge, in the City Hall Rotunda for
community members to show sup-
port for this cause. 
Everyone is encouraged to wear

their ribbon throughout October to
take a stand against domestic vio-
lence.
Those interested in raising aware-

ness and standing with survivors
through social media can tag the City
of Milwaukee Office of Violence
Prevention’s Facebook page on Pur-
ple Thursday with group photos
wearing purple in support of these ef-
forts. 
Also, use the hashtags #EndDo-

mesticViolenceMKE #PurpleThurs-
day #414Life on all social media
outlets. 
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