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PULSE Putting
OF THE

W I S C O N S I N ’ S

Photos and question
by Yvonne Kemp

QUESTION OF
THE WEEK:
“Do you think
the Milwaukee
Brewers will
win the World
Series? Why or
why not?

“(The) Brewers will win
because we
have two
MVP candidates, they’re JOHNNIE
FERGUSON
on a super
hot win streak and won’t turn
back. Plus, I am wearing (the)
Brewers colors!”

“The Brewers
swept St. Louis in
St. Louis when it
mattered. The
Brewers swept
the Cubs in
JEFF
Chicago when it
CANNADY
mattered; then
we beat the Rockies two games in MKE
and one game in Colorado. World
Series, here we come!”

A F R I C A N

A M E R I C A N

education
on the
table!

A conversation on the state of education in Milwaukee was on the lunch menu as Dr. Howard Fuller
(shown above standing front and center), founder and director of the Institute for the Transformation of Learning at Marquette University moderated the discussion at the offices of the Milwaukee
Urban League. The conversation was part of “On The Table MKE,” a series of gatherings sponsored
by the Greater Milwaukee Foundation using food and communication to ignite discussion between
community stake holders on how to connect each other to create collaborative action and positive
change. —Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Brewers making a big
splash in the MLB playoffs!

“I believe the
Brewers will win
the World Series
because they
play together.
PHILLIP
They are a close
PARKER
knit team and
they play to win. The Brewers manager is at the top of his profession and
he makes the right decisions.”

“The Brewers, because
they’ve won
11 straight
ELIZABETH
and typiLUCKETT
cally, who
ever wins in October wins
the world series.

L A R G E S T

Milwaukee Brewers’ Ryan
Braun and Mike Moustakas
get a victory bath of
Gatorade courtesy of Hernan Perez after Moustakas
got the game winning hit
that scored Braun and
gave the Crew a two games
to none advantage in the
best of three out of five
game division playoff series against the Colorado
Rockies last Friday at
Miller Park. On Sunday, the
Brewers clinched the playoff series in Denver. The
team now prepares to play
the Los Angeles Dodgers
this Friday, Oct. 12.
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N E W S P A P E R

Board Names
Dr. Keith
Posley MPS
Superintendent

MPS Superintendent Dr. Keith Posley with students.

Longtime educator puts
renewed focus on the classroom

By unanimous vote, the Milwaukee Board of
School Directors officially named Dr. Keith P.
Posley superintendent of the state’s largest
school district recently.
Photo by
Kim Robinson
Photo by Yvonne Kemp

COMMUNITY
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Brewers Legends Gorman Thomas (left) and Cecil Cooper prepare to throw out the first pitch before the start of the first
game in the divisional playoff series against the Rockies.

McGees
return to
Milwaukee to
celebrate halfcentury of
wedded bliss!
Former Milwaukee Alderman Michael McGee, Sr.
and his wife, Penelope
“Penny” McGee returned to
the city from their home in
North Carolina to celebrate
their 50th wedding anniversary with family and friends
at the Wisconsin Black Historical Society/Museum on
Center Street.
—Yvonne Kemp photo

MEMORIAL
FOR
“POPE”!
Marquette to host service for
former Warrior player and
Renaissance man Gregory
“Pope” Johnson Oct. 13. (Pg. 4)

Posley had been interim superintendent, taking over from former superintendent Dr. Darienne Driver, who left last May to take a job with the United
Way in Detroit.
Posley has begun the new school year with a renewed focus on district
classrooms and increasing academic achievement. He returned more than $11
million in funding to schools when he restructured the 2018-19 budget. He
also reorganized MPS Central Services to focus on supporting schools and
students.
"I am excited and honored to continue my work as Superintendent of Milwaukee Public Schools," said Posley. "Nothing is more important than the
academic success of our young people. I look forward to continuing to work
collaboratively with the Milwaukee Board of School Directors, families, staff
and all community friends of our students."
Posley is no stranger to MPS, having spent nearly 30 years with the district
(continued on page 8)

Arrested
Development’s

Speech
returns home
with HIS debut
documentary,

“16 Bars”
Milwaukee native and lead singer of the iconic HipHop group Arrested Development Todd “Speech”
Thomas is coming home October 20th with his first documentary film titled “16 Bars,” about a unique rehabilitation program in Richmond, VA he was involved with
that allows prisoners to write and record their own songs.

Speech spent 10 days working with the inmates to write and record their
original music in a makeshift recording studio, unearthing painful elements
of their pasts as they create their art.
The film will make its Milwaukee premiere during the 2018 Milwaukee
Film Festival on October 20 at the Oriental Theater, starting at 9:30 p.m.
Speech and the documentaries director, Sam Bathnick, will be in attendance.
The film will also be shown October 21, 1 p.m., at the Times Cinema and
October 24, 10 p.m., at the Oriental.
The film focuses on four inmates who battle cycles of incarceration and
addiction. “These men are behind bars, but they still have voices,” says
Speech during an interview about the film. “This music is capturing this moment in time in our country.”
The United States boasts the highest incarceration rates in the world, and
the film humanizes some of the complex issues surrounding America’s broken
criminal justice system. The music of the film serves as a rare testimony to
the messy truth behind the system’s revolving door.
Earning their trust, and aided by loving camerawork and superbly produced
recording sessions, the filmmakers deftly capture the men’s deepest hopes
and fears. Suspense builds as each man works towards freedom in the best
way he knows how.
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How Can You Teach
Family Values to Children?
When I was younger, my mom
used to make sure that my brothers and I understood the importance of family and what it
means to be a family.

Trips out of town to visit other relatives were always
fun and enlightening. Church family gatherings were endearing and intimate. These little things that kept us in
the loop with our family has left such a huge impact on
my life.
I value family more than anything, and even though
we may not always get along, the bigger picture is that
family is all that we have.
It is often said that children should learn all they can
between birth and the age of seven. Of course, learning
never stops, but there are vital lessons and developmental
enhancements that should be learned early in your child’s
life. One of those things is family values. It is very easy
for children to grow up and separate from everyone and
everything.
I am here to say that learning the importance of my
family has allowed me to always stay connected even as
an adult in a completely different city.
Parents, one thing we don’t want to do is force any activities or outings on our youth, but we do want to cater
to them as an individual.
If spending time together requires you to let your child
pick the activity, they will be more willing to participate
and be more engaged. Here are a few ways you can teach
kids the importance of family.
#1. Talk about and explore family history
Just recently, my mom and brothers and I had DNA
tests ran to see who was a part of our family tree. As exciting as that sounds, the results were even more exciting!
We found out so much about our family and even found

a long lost cousin who had no idea we existed!
Thanks to our searching and exploring, last year’s reunion, taught me so much about my great, great aunts,
uncles and grandparents.
Even though they all have passed, exploring my history
with my family allowed me to gain a sense of self as well
as appreciate the family members who are still living.
#2. Story Time
I am 24, but I love stories. I love imagining the picture
in my head and somewhat seeing what the storyteller is
saying to me. If anybody loves stories, it’s definitely our
youth!
I used to love when my mom’s sister would come to
visit. My brothers and I always wanted her to tell us a
story about my mom and her siblings and how they grew
up.
We wanted know everything, from what kind of activities they played growing up to how their holidays were
spent each year. My mom is 1/9 children. Can you imagine all the stories there were to tell about 9 children?
Hearing these stories gave me a better understanding
of relationships and growth. It made family visits more
enjoyable and heart-felt and it got even better when my
other aunt pulled out the photo albums!
#3. Make Family Gatherings First
As parents, you should teach your children the importance of family by always putting family events first.
Once again, we are all we have. I can honestly say, because of how much of a priority my family has been as a
child, as an adult, family gatherings will always come
first.
Even if it’s just myself and my mom, or myself and one
of my brothers. I believe in family time and bonding.
Bonding does not happen overnight. So I’ve learned to
maximize each visit by spending quality time with those
I love every time I see them .
Last but not least…
(continued on page 8)

A)CHILDREN WHO LEARN TO READ AND LOVE BOOKS
ARE QUICK LEARNERS.
B) CHILDREN WHO ARE READ TO BY THEIR PARENTS
GROW UP LOVING BOOKS.
C) BOOKS OPEN DOORS TO ADVENTURE AND TRAVEL
AND COMPASSION AND KNOWLEDGE.
SUMMER IS HERE! A PERFECT TIME TO READ COME GET A FREE BOOK.
TO READ TO YOUR CHILD OR LET YOUR CHILD READ TO YOU.
READING IS FUN, READING IS FUNDAMENTAL,
EARLY READERS DO BETTER IN PRE-K
COME GET YOUR FREE BOOK."

ONE BOOK PER CHILD...ONE BOOK, PER CHILD, PER PARENT.
YOU MUST SIGN IN, AND YOU MUST PLEDGE TO
READ THE BOOK.

*A special family gave 300 books to children who want to read this summer. The 300 books
are for parents or children who want to read, this summer. Only one book per child! That book
becomes yours to read, read again and then share with a friend.

ONCE YOU CAN READ THE BOOK TO US, WE WILL GIVE ANOTHER
BOOK. READ, READ, AND READ AGAIN.

Drop by the MCJ Office...3612 N. King Dr. Sign in: Name, address and age of the child..
Sign the thank you board...so we can thank our family for their kindness. Most of the books are
early childhood education books but there are also books for older ages. SO READ, READ,
READ...

SUMMER READ

a Project of
2018 THE YEAR OF THE CHILD.

Empowering our children through reading, counting, identifying shapes, coloring, and sharing
with parents, siblings, and friends. Thank you Milwaukee. We shall have over 1300 books
available over the summer. If your church or club would like to have books, write us, sign up
and we shall make every effort to distribute the books so they benefit the children!

"2018: THE YEAR OF THE CHILD: A GAME CHANGER”
IN EMPOWERING CHILDREN
THANK YOU MILWAUKEE.
CHILDREN MATTER.
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PASSAGES

Photo courtesy of
Marquette University

Memorial service set for
Gregory “Pope” Johnson
Former Marquette
basketball player and
Renaissance man known
for keeping promise to
mother to earn a college
degree

Gregory “Pope” Johnson’s nickname was not an accident or a misnomer. “Pope” had a unique ability to connect with everyone that he met and he never met a
stranger.
He greeted everyone from Wells Street to Wall Street
as if he knew them forever, towering over most and bending to their eye level so his imposing height would not
intimidate.
Johnson, who died September 20 at age 65, will be memorialized Saturday, Oct. 13 at Marquette University’s
union’s Chapel of the Holy Family, at 10 a.m. Rev. Marcus Washington of LaGrange, Illinois, will officiate.
Johnson earned the nickname “Pope” from teammate
Maurice Lucas during his freshman year at Marquette
University where they played for legendary Marquette
Basketball Coach Al McGuire from 1971 to 1975, includ-

ing the 1974 NCAA runner-up team.
A very colorful person who got along with anyone,
Johnson was a humble Renaissance man, a philosopher
in life and music (he was a jazz connoisseur) who was
loved and respected by all who knew him. He always had
something positive to say and he gave people his best.
Johnson loved working with youth. He impacted the
lives of every youth he encountered and encouraged
while working for Milwaukee Public Schools and the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee.
Johnson lost his eligibility in 1975 at Marquette and
left school without finishing his degree. Before his
mother’s death in 1996, she made him promise to go back
to school and earn a degree.
Forty years later, on May 18, 2014, Johnson honored
his promise to her by graduating from Marquette with a
degree. He was cheered on and supported by Marquette
University’s Education Opportunity Program (EOP). According to Johnson, earning the degree was one of his
most important accomplishments.
Born on February 22, 1953 to the union of Aida Mae
Johnson and Rudolph Riley, Johnson attended St. Boniface grade school and Pius High School. Throughout his
high school years, Johnson was one of the top athletes in
Wisconsin and in the country. He took Pius High School’s
basketball team to a state title and was the MVP. He
played two years at Marquette.

Say Thanks
to Your
Pastor

port severe stress and resulting anguish, worry, anger, depression and fear, so perhaps it's not surprising that 1500
pastors reportedly leave their ministries each month due
to burnout, conflict or moral failure.
Of pastors surveyed, 57 percent would leave if they had
somewhere else to go or another vocation they could do.
Pastors also rank high in statistics on drug abuse, alcoholism and suicide, along with doctors and lawyers.
Even before he discovered these stunning statistics,
Ezeji-Okoye had been called to minister to those who
minister, led to create The Men of Faith Network, a fastIt's National Clergy Appreciation
growing, diverse, multi-cultural network of pastors and
Month - But Know 75% of Pastors
leaders with a global outreach. The network provides pastors a support system and encourageReport Severe Stress
ment. Ezeji-Okoye also heads The
and the Majority Would
Liberty Foundation LLC, a company
Quit Tomorrow If They
that specializes in training church
workers and consultants.
Could
One day as he listened to his pastor
praying
for others he said he heard a
CHICAGO/Christian Newswire/ still
small
voice asking, 'Who prays
- When's the last time you said thank
for
the
pastor?'
which led to receiving
you to your pastors and let them
God's
assignment
to create a ministry
know you are praying for them? Ocfor
pastors
and
an
outreach for peotober might be a good time, since it's
ple
to
pray
for
pastors.
National Clergy Appreciation Month.
He further develops his ideas, proAnd if your pastor is like many, they
viding
encouragement and advice, in
are feeling stress.
his
recently-released
book, WHO
"Parishioners should share the burPRAYS
FOR
THE
PASTOR?
Aimed
den of praying for our pastors. Week Evang. Fredrick Ezeji-Okoye
at
pastors
and
parishioners,
Ezejiafter week, we come to receive that
Okoye
offers
practical
information
aimed
at
supporting
which God has poured into them. We have many expectations of them," said author and ordained evangelist pastors.
For a free list of 12 Simple Tips for Showing AppreciFredrick Ezeji-Okoye. "How often does the congregant
ation
to
Your
Pastor,
visit
stop to consider the pastor's needs? If the pastor is doing
https://libertyfoundationllc.com/who-prays-for-the-pasall the pouring, how is he being replenished? It is time to
tor/
become the ones who pray for our pastors."
WHO PRAYS FOR THE PASTOR?, Carpenter's Son
Most people understand being a pastor can be a heavy
Publishing,
is available from online retailers and selected
load, even if they don't know many details of what is inbook
stores.
volved.
*Source: www.pastorburnout.com, quoting NY Times.
According to some statistics*, 75 percent of pastors re-

Services held for one of
founding members of
Christ the King Baptist Church

Funeral services for Michael McVicker, one of the founding members of Christ the
King Baptist Church, were held Tuesday at the church.
McVicker’s brother, Reverend John McVicker, officiated before an overflowing Michael McVicker
church assembly.Michael McVicker, 61, died in his sleep last Monday.
A founding member of Christ the King 33 years ago, Michael served the church faithfully as a trustee, members of
the audio visual and music and arts ministries.
Outside the church, he was employed by the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel for 40 years.
The son of the late Willie R. and Love McVicker, Michael was the faithful husband of Sharon for 34 years, and the
father of Michael II and Marquis.
He is survived by Bereatha (Andrew) Jackson of Chicago, Jenell (Rev. Russell B.) Williams of Milwaukee, Rev.
John and Marilynn McVicker, Sr., of Milwaukee, Kenneth of Milwaukee, Marsha Kennedy of Montgomery, AL,
Marquita Ward of Milwaukee and Tracery McVicker of Frisco, TSX.

FIRST
SUNDAY

The NEW MCJ Weekend
focus on the news and
views in Milwaukee’s
Faith-Based Community

Sunday has its
own newspaper

If you have news about your church
and its activities and outreach efforts,
we’d like for you to place it in “First
Sunday,” the new edition to the Weekend Edition that will appear in area
churches on or before the first Sunday
of each month. The information will
also appear on the religious page of
the MILWAUKEE COMMUNITY JOURNAL. This new focus joins the Weekend Edition focus family, and is part of
our restructured roster of focuses,
which includes: “Family Time,”
“Health & Wellness,” “In The Black”
(business and personal finance).
Below is the list of things we would
like you to include when sending us
your news! Email your event news to:
editorial@milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
We look forward to hearing from you
and putting your “good news” in the
Milwaukee Community Journal.

WHO: (The name of your church)
WHAT: (What religious or non-religious
event are you holding or sponsoring at your
church)
WHERE: (The location of your church [the
address])
WHEN: (Day, Date, and Time)
WHY: (Why is this event being held and the
person or group, in or outside the church,
who will benefit)

PERSPECTIVES
MCJ COMMENTARY

We’ll have to wait and
see if now Justice Brett
Kavanaugh’s recent
“trials” will influence his
decisions on the high court

Some of us are old enough to remember the Anita Hill-Clarence Thomas
controversy, circa 1991. Many African Americans were happy an African
American was being considered for the Supreme Court to replace retired
justice Thurgood Marshall, the first African American to sit on the highest
court in the land.
As the first Black justice, Marshall had the racial experiences and cultural understanding of issues that often disproportionately affect Black
Americans.
Recommended by then President George H.W. Bush, father of past
President George W. Bush, Supreme Court nominee Clarence Thomas
had the scholastic prowess to impact the court, yet many questioned his
conservative views and what influence he might bring to future cases, especially those directly affecting the Black experience.
The Supreme Court has ruled on innumerable issues including Civil
Rights, Brown vs the Board of Education (that showed American education was not equal and Black children had to be given access to better education opportunities); Women’s Voting Rights, the Voting Rights for
African Americans after the fights for standard rules and policies free of
the ravages of racism identified by Fannie Lou Hammer, and other cases
such as those affecting criminalization of drugs during the Clinton presidential years.
Those rulings took mothers and fathers and left children destitute in
impoverished communities. Only now have many of those felons been
released from prisons after 15, 20 and 25 years, fifteen, twenty and
twenty-five. The loss in lives, opportunities and futures is still being felt.
Those returnees are now attempting to begin new lives, free, seeking employment and retraining, hoping their felon status will be overlooked and
their desires for equity can be realized.
Yes, we too tire of having to think from that prism. But history continues to support that we must see life, history and our futures through the
lens of the African American experience, And yes, regrettably, it continues
to play out in every area of our lives, from conception to the tomb, from
birth rates to mortality rates, from housing ownership to neighborhood
proclivities. The Supreme Court will continue to shade our experiences,
racially, economically, educationally and electorally. The Voting Rights
Act continues to be approved in the Congress every few years. Did you
know that?
And while we have heard over and over again concerns about Roe v.
Wade in a highly conservative court, the Black community is most concerned about basics like the right to vote, treatment of felons, insistence
upon rights to live where you can afford, equal access to employment and
the quality of the schools your children will attend.
Too often we are victimized because we are a minority and the laws
further press down the victims. We do not seek equality any longer.
Equality continues to allude us. But we do seek equity, which means seeing the minority experience as something that must take the victim from
where he or she is and ensure that he or she is pushed, prodded, supported
until he is capable of reaching his peers and colleagues, others born in
their same era.
Justice Kavanugh heard his first cases as a Supreme Court justice Tuesday. One of the major cases before the court today is ruling on the length
of prison terms in drug cases and if longer terms and penalties will once
again be considered.
This conservative court will affect rulings for decades to come. This
is what many of us watching the news and the senate hearings, with the
intensity of the O.J. Simpson trial, were most concerned about.
We are justifiably concerned about the issues brought forth by Dr.
Christine Blasey Ford, those issues are real; and they can never be ignored. Sexual assault has too long been relegated to “non-issue status,”
while the trauma is deprecating for decades, for the victims and their families.
We hope the Court, and Justice Kavanaugh in particular, will now view
the laws of the land through prisms of the law versus “just us.” He has
been put through a great deal of scrutiny the last several weeks, witnessing
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“AT PRESENT, OUR COUNTRY NEEDS
WOMEN’S IDEALISM AND DETERMINATION, PERHAPS MORE IN POLITICS
THAN ANYWHERE ELSE.”—SHIRLEY CHISHOLM
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It’s time for Black women to stop
caping a white feminist agenda

U.S. Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) (L); Actress Alyssa Milano; and a protesters rally in front of the Supreme Court
while demonstrating against the confirmation of Judge Brett Kavanaugh (Getty images via thegrio.com)

By Marlon Smith, courtesy of
thegrio.com - Posted October 8, 2018

As a male supporter to Black
women, I hope my sisters finally
got the message that white women
are not their allies. Maine Sen.
Susan Collins support of Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation to the
Supreme Court was the ultimate
betrayal of one woman against
many.

Ever since Hillary Clinton’s presidential nomination, I have struggled to understand as a
Black man why so many Black women have
heralded white feminist agendas in support of
white women who diminish the coalition among
Black men and women.
These are the same white women who voted
overwhelmingly for a racist, misogynistic, xenophobic President, and who, according to a recent
Quinnipiac poll, were just as likely to believe
Kavanaugh (41 percent) as Prof. Christine
Blasey Ford (48 percent).
Black women have buried a Black womanist
agenda – feminism that centers their history and
lived experience— for a white feminist perspective that has always advanced patriarchy and
white hegemony, leaving them with nothing but
broken homes and ill-gained promises.
How can we forget the image of Clinton
standing center stage at the 2016 Democratic
National Convention in Philadelphia?
There, she was surrounded by Black women,
affectionately named “Mothers of the Movement,” in recognition of the public killings of
unarmed black people, including several children.
Let’s put aside the fact these deaths were
largely the slaying of Black males, and the emotional commitment of Black fathers to their

Black children was completely erased. Black
women still received nothing for their public
performance and support of another white
woman, who gained millions of dollars in residual profit from her book.
I still haven’t heard if those mothers received
a check.
The history of feminism has left Black women
lacking social, gender and economic equity. For
example, Black women’s top jobs pay half what
white women’s do, according to the U.S. Census
Bureau and the Economic Policy Institute.
While white women earn 79 percent of the white
man’s dollar, Black women earn only 63 percent. This, despite Black women having higher
labor force participation than white women.
When white women were making inroads into
industries such as education, airline industry,
and board rooms, Black women were still being
left in kitchens, domestic work, and low-skill
factory jobs.
But now as Collins cast her vote in support of
a rich, white man who at best has proclivities toward exaggeration and distortion, and at worse
is a liar and sexual offender, she has again awakened us to the motivations of the 53 percent of
white women who voted for Donald Trump.
When it is all said and done, white women
will support patriarchy and whiteness for their
own personal, social and economic security.
Did Collins think about the vulnerable position she placed on Black women when she decided to support Kavanaugh in spite of believing
that Blasey Ford “is a survivor of a sexual assault and that this trauma has upended her life.”
If she could think so casually about Blasey
Ford’s experience, then what support will Black
women get from white women when it comes to
their bodily integrity?
What institutions will white women such as
Collins help construct to support Black women
when it comes to family services, healthcare or
domestic assault now that the highest court in
the land has been stocked and loaded to thwart

movement on progressive issues or uphold a
woman’s right to agency?
If Black women hold on to what Collins asserts, then a testimony that is “sincere, painful,
and compelling” is no defense.
So pleading the case of Black women to white
women seems pointless.
As far as I can recall, the white feminist
agenda has never put forth safe guards to protect
Black women’s interests. For centuries white
women have been co-conspirators to slavery,
lynching, mass incarceration, voter suppression
and gender inequality. They have publicly used
Black women as props to advance a cause from
which they would only profit.
Don’t believe it? This is, in part, why Sojourner Truth declared her Black womanhood in
her “Ain’t I A Woman” speech at the 1851
Women’s Rights convention in Akron, Ohio.
This is not to say Black men and Black
women don’t have conflict around violence and
gender parity. Without question, this relationship
needs critical attention. Even as Black women
advance at work and in entrepreneurship, they
still only earn 87 percent of a Black man’s dollar. And Black men need to speak louder against
domestic violence. We need to challenge the social arrangement that displaces Black men from
children, particularly the prison industrial complex, leaving our women as sole breadwinners
in the home.
Hopefully, Collins, however, has helped Black
women to finally accept that the advancement
of Black womanhood will never be secured in
the arms of white women.

Dr. Marlon A. Smith, an Encore Public
Voices Fellow of The OpEd Project, is a
scholar-activist whose work examines the intersection of race, gender, and mass incarceration. He is the author of “Reshaping Beloved
Community: The Experiences of Black Male
Felons and Their Impact on Black Radical
Traditions.”

The time is now, Black Milwaukee

I am going to keep repeating this, Black Milwaukee must
stop praising collaborative initiatives, while actually practicing
black separatism.
Black Milwaukee has got to find a way to shake the need to
assist others in a celebratory mood. I am always being told that
it’s not about credit, only to turn around and witness some people drowning from “Thank you’s” and demanding ovations.
In addition to that, there’s also those that say, “It’s not about
the money,” but won’t budge unless they are getting paid.
We have to begin to accept responsibility for our actions and
for the lack of the mistakes that are constantly being made
while trying to do good.
We need to do more and more until our actions have become
that cure we are in desperate need of.
Milwaukee has so many talented people of color, but many
of them will not step up entirely because of the fear of being
overwhelmed, as well as, overworked. This all happens while
others get credited and compensated.
Let’s not forget that many are overlooked as well. In many
instances, Black Milwaukee will reach outside of our circle in
search of spiritual advisors or national heroes, all while ignoring our everyday brothers and sisters who share our world.

URBAN MY
DIALOGUE

By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

Sometimes, we even expect them to embrace someone else’s
plan or agendas.
This is really not going to happen. If it’s for us, it’s got to be
by us and again, only we can save us. For anything to work, a
majority has to assemble in a common space, not just the same
few faces.
There must be a collective group of representatives who will
stand up for themselves and those they chose too. They must
get paid to represent either political or social advocates. It
needs to be done using home grown individuals to achieve
growth, peace and self-respect. It needs to be done now.
—Torre M Johnson Sr. / XMEN UNITED LLC
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OPEN LETTER TO OUR READERS

Milwaukee Community Journal is an actual brick and mortar building, not just an online entity. I was downstairs reviewing our equipment in the storage office and it's like visiting a museum. Old relics, equipment,
computers, software and past editions illuminate 43 years journaling the history of change.
Since our origin in 76, we've moved with our audience. Today our readers are predominantly millennials,
18-40 years of age, shakers and movers, the buyers! They are buying homes, cars, raising families. They are
eating “fresh,” active in politics, exercising and partying.
Our readers find us in print, with our twice-weekly editions in tenured retail outlets, churches and selective
distribution spots. But they also read us online at milwaukeecommunityjournal.com We,re in this to win this!
We're dynamic....crisp clear....interactive...and to be honest - exploding with information that you want to
read!
We're perfect for new and established advertisers! We want more local interaction and community written
articles. We want to offer more millennial access to a proven community source.
This is who we are, but one thing is still deep on our hearts, and that is you’ve got to join our team.
You're the community part of the Milwaukee community journal. Let's build together!
-- Speech Thomas, The Milwaukee Community Journal, Wisconsin’s Largest African-American Newspaper.

How Can
You
Teach
Family
Values to
Children?
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(continued from page 2)
#4. Create Family Traditions
Everyone loves when they can
look forward to something good. For
me, that good thing was (and still is)
spending Christmas with my family.
Every year we travel to Ohio. We’ve
been doing this traditional vacation
ever since I was a little girl.
As a child, it was all about the
presents, the great food and the fun I
knew that I would have. As an adult,
I simply appreciate just sitting in the
living room near the fire place and
catching up on life, laughing at old
memories and building a bond with
my family.
These are only a few examples of
how family values can be taught to
your child. Teach them while they are
young and they will forever understand and appreciate it when they
grow older.
Do you have any special tips and
tricks that help you implement a
good family-building bond? If so,
share with us at Paishance.mcjatlanta@gmail.com for a feature in
next week’s article!
Paishance Welch
2018 The year of the Child

(continued from page 5)

first-hand how the powerful have the ability to dictate
the direction of your life…like a judge. He’s now witnessed and felt the effects of that impact for the first
time in his life.
The women accusing him of alleged sexual assault
or in appropriate behavior had a right to be heard.
Their testimonies are credible, compelling and still
must be addressed. We all learned again that power
demands and dictates power!
Justice Kavanaugh has promised to serve the national agenda, not a party agenda.
We hope he shall have that capacity as the months
continue; and his appointment of women to his staff is
noted with applause.
We hope these recent experiences he’s endured will
dictate his decisions and thoughts when considering a
case. The law is more than party, the law is people. The
needs of the people have to be viewed through the lens
of possibility, not politics that sways in a fickle manner

every four years.
Our democracy must include ALL, because victimization can only create new victims, who will resort to
survival.
To our community, there are too many felons who
can no longer vote. But you can work to encourage
others to vote. And our millennials who have this opportunity—many for the first time—do your due diligence. VOTE. We just saw again, the power of the
VOTE.
WHATEVER YOU CONSIDER IMPORTANT,
VOTE!
Study the candidates, determine their positions on
the things you hold important....and GET OUT AND
VOTE! A DEMOCRACY ONLY WORKS WHEN
EVERYONE VOTES!
We are a majority-rules nation. While we continue
to be a minority, we are a majority in the city of Milwaukee, especially the central city.
VOTE VOTE VOTE! Your vote counts!

Posley named MPS Superintendent

(continued from front page)
starting his career in MPS in 1990 as
a school teacher at Franklin Elementary.
He excelled as a teacher and became an assistant principal, principal
and served in various district administrative roles.
Posley most recently was Chief
School Administration Officer and
was charged with overseeing all 160
MPS schools and their school lead-

ers.
The plan for ambitious instruction
focuses on strong core instruction reading, writing, and mathematics.
Current district efforts are centered
on the Five Priorities for Success:
• Increasing academic achievement
and accountability
• Improving district and school
culture
• Developing MPS staff
• Ensuring fiscal responsibility and

transparency
• Strengthening communication
and collaboration
The Ambitious Instruction Plan
highlights the District's commitment
to assuring high-quality instructional
programming to maximize the learning of all students. MPS works to assure every student receives rigorous
instruction to perform at mastery levels in every grade and that students
will graduate on time.

References: New KidsCenter.com. Web. Teach Kids About
the Importance of Family. October
9, 2018. http://www.newkidscenter.com/values-of-parents.html
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First Bucks game
in the new Fiserv
Forum is a winner!
Bucks kicked off
the NBA exhibition season at
their new home,
beating the
Chicago Bulls.
Former Bucks
player Jabari
Parker, now with
the arch-rivals
from “The Chi”
got to see for himself his former
team’s new digs.
—Photos by Bill
Tennessen

C

The Milwaukee Community Journal October 10, 2018 Page 9

A: Giannis Antetokounmpo showing the boys from Chi-Town how its
done!
B: Khris Middleton (22) maneuvers between Bulls Wendell Carter, Jr.
and Chandler Hutchison
C: Tim Frazier of the Bucks looking to pass with former Bucks player
Jabari Parker and Zach LaVine in his way
Ersan Ilyasova experiences lay-up interruptus thanks to the Bulls Wendell Carter, Jr.
E: Giannis and Jabari get reacquainted under the basket
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