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PULSEOF THE
COMMUNITY
Photos and question
by Yvonne Kemp
QUESTION OFQUESTION OF
THE WEEK:THE WEEK:
“Is it in the best “Is it in the best 

interest of the Blackinterest of the Black
community to alwayscommunity to always
vote for one party?vote for one party?
Why or why not?”Why or why not?”

“They often
say the 
majority
rules. I’m a
firm 
believer in
self-made choices, whether it
be religion, sex, and most of
all politics.”

LUDAWN A.
FORD

“I’m an inde-
pendent
voter. So 
I believe it’s
all about
who has the
best interest of my family.
That’s who gets my vote.”

COREY 
KIRKWOOD

“I feel the
Black 
community
should only
vote for 
Democrats
because they
are the only ones who help
the Black community when it
is in need.”

CORDELISS
RODGERS

“It depends on
if they’re (the
political party)
trying to help
our commu-
nity. If they
are, I’ll stay
with that party. But if the other
party is better then the one I’m
with, I would change (parties).”

TREVELL 
WILLIAMS

Marlon Hill

Kelly Kellz

“Old School”

Rob Hazwell

Laughter was again the prescription of the day for a sold-out “Laughter for the Soul Three,” held re-
cently at Marquette University’s Varsity Theater, 1326 W. Wisconsin Ave. The show was presented

by Milwaukee Health Services Inc. (MHSI). As he has been since the very first
comedy show three years ago, Cedric the Entertainer (inset photo at left) was

the featured comedian, backed up by some of the funniest local and na-
tional comedians. The event was
hosted by WKKV 98.3’s Andrea
Williams. Dr. Patricia McManus,
president of the Black Health
Coalition of Wisconsin and the
former interim city of Milwaukee

health department commissioner
was at the event and was given a

surprise plaque in honor of her serv-
ice at the health department and many

years of dedication and service to the
health needs of the community.

Individuals representing sponsoring health entities in the community arrive at
Cubanitas restaurant for a special meet and greet with Cederic the entertainer
and the show’s featured comedians.

Christopher’s Project band leader Christopher Pipkins and the group’s singer,
Jackie Caldwell move and grove during their performance at the comedy
show.

Dr. Patricia McManus (center) of the Black Health Coalition of Wisconsin is
flanked by MHSI officials Pam Clarke and Dr. Tito Izard.

Dr. Patricia McManus honored for her work as interim city health commissioner
during the “Laughter for the Soul Three,” at Marquette University’s Varsity Theatre. 

—All photos by Yvonne Kemp

Milwaukee Health 
Services, Inc. holds third
“Laughter for the Soul!”

Army of Ministers Lead
House to House Canvass
on Milwaukee’s North Side
Central City religious leaders from diverse 
denominations unite to mobilize voters for Nov.6
More than 40 Ministers from City of Milwaukee churches will be on the

streets with their congregation members this coming Saturday morning, Sep-
tember 29. They will knock on every door in an 80 square block area urging
people to vote on November 6 and leaving information on where and when
they can vote.
The ministers will meet on Saturday, Sept. 29th at 10:00 a.m. They will

convene at Canaan Missionary Baptist Church – 2975 North 11th Street -- to
hold a press conference before they launch the massive canvass effort.
According to Rev. Greg Lewis of St. Gabriel's Church of God In Christ,

“Our people must use their votes as a megaphone to call for jobs, health care,
police accountability, safe streets and quality schools. As religious leaders,

Bill Cosby, now inmate
NN7687, placed in single cell
By Associated Press via TheGrio.com
Bill Cosby spent his first night in prison alone, in a

single cell near the infirmary, as he began his three-
to-10-year sentence for sexual assault.
Corrections officials announced Wednesday that Cosby — now known as

Inmate No. NN7687 — will serve his sentence at SCI Phoenix, a new state
prison about 20 miles from the gated estate where a jury concluded he
drugged and molested a woman in 2004. The $400 million lockup opened
two months ago and can hold 3,830 inmates.
Cosby will meet with prison medical staff, psychologists and others as the

staff assesses his needs. Under prison policy, the 81-year-old comedian will
be allowed phone calls and visits and will get a chance to exercise.
The prison’s long-term goal is to place Cosby in the general population,

(continued on page 4)

(continued on page 3)

Bill Cosby (C) is taken away in handcuffs after being sentenced to 3-10 years
in his sexual assault retrial at the Montgomery County Courthouse on Sep-
tember 25, 2018 in Norristown, Pennsylvania. 

—Photo by Mark Makela/Getty Images via thegrio.com

Lead reduction and
housing highlight
Mayor Barrett’s 2019
city budget address
Significant investment in Milwaukee’s lead poison-

ing reduction programs and lead service line replace-
ments, and a continued focus on improving housing
opportunities highlighted Mayor Tom Barrett’s pro-
posed 2019 city budget address to the Common
Council recently.
Despite severe budget constraints created by the state, the budget proposal

includes significant resources to address shared priorities among city officials,
community leaders and residents.
“The budget squeeze we face – compounded by pensions, public safety

costs, and disregard from Madison – seems daunting,” admitted Barrett. 
“Yet, great things are taking place across all Milwaukee. Enterprising peo-

ple, community-minded neighbors, and organizations that work to make our
city better, are all defining the future of our Milwaukee. This budget supports
their vision – and our vision – for a city that is inclusive, safe, and economi-
cally vibrant. ”
Barrett emphasized a resounding commitment to the health and safety of

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

(continued on page 8)
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A)CHILDREN WHO LEARN TO READ AND LOVE BOOKS 
ARE QUICK LEARNERS.  

B) CHILDREN WHO ARE READ TO BY THEIR PARENTS 
GROW UP LOVING BOOKS.   

C) BOOKS OPEN DOORS TO ADVENTURE AND TRAVEL 
AND COMPASSION AND KNOWLEDGE.

SUMMER IS HERE! A PERFECT TIME TO READ COME GET A FREE BOOK.   
TO READ TO YOUR CHILD OR LET YOUR CHILD READ TO YOU. 

READING IS FUN, READING IS FUNDAMENTAL,    
EARLY READERS DO BETTER IN PRE-K    

COME GET YOUR FREE BOOK." 
ONE BOOK PER CHILD...ONE BOOK, PER CHILD,  PER PARENT.

YOU MUST SIGN IN, AND YOU MUST PLEDGE TO 
READ THE BOOK.  

*A special family gave 300 books to children who want to read this summer. The 300 books
are for parents or children who want to read, this summer. Only one book per child!  That book
becomes yours to read, read again and then share with a friend. 
ONCE YOU CAN READ THE BOOK TO US, WE WILL GIVE ANOTHER

BOOK. READ, READ, AND READ AGAIN.
Drop by the MCJ Office...3612 N. King Dr. Sign in:  Name, address and age of the child..

Sign the thank you board...so we can thank our family for their kindness. Most of the books are
early childhood education books but there are also books for older ages. SO READ, READ,
READ... 

SUMMER READ
a Project of 

2018 THE YEAR OF THE CHILD.
Empowering our children through reading, counting, identifying shapes, coloring, and sharing

with parents, siblings, and friends. Thank you Milwaukee. We shall have over 1300 books
available over the summer.  If your church or club would like to have books, write us, sign up
and we shall make every effort to distribute the books so they benefit the children!
"2018: THE YEAR OF THE CHILD: A GAME CHANGER” 

IN EMPOWERING CHILDREN 
THANK YOU MILWAUKEE.  
CHILDREN MATTER.

(    

Can your 
Elementary 
Child be Taught 
Responsibility? 
What is responsibility? Responsibility

is the opportunity or ability to act inde-
pendently and make decisions without
authorization. Many feel like responsi-
bility is only a characteristic that adults
should have, but is that true? 
Is there even a time to start teaching children about

being responsible? Is responsibility even taught? These
may be a few questions that you have asked yourself in
the past. Well, I am here to tell you that, yes, your ele-
mentary child can be taught responsibility.
Responsibility is something that everyone needs. Being

responsible not only helps during the developmental
stage in children. It also can create a quality that can be
used anywhere in life; school, friendships, at home and

at work. 
Sometimes you may look around and see your nephew

cleaning up after himself, without being asked to do it.
You may witness another child doing next week’s home-
work just to get a good head start and you wonder to
yourself, “What am I doing wrong? What’s the trick?”
Dr. Karen Ruskin, author of, "The 9 Key Techniques for
Raising Respectful Children Who Make Responsible
Choices," says “Ingraining responsibility in children is
not a trick, but is simply teaching them life skills. Kids
who do not have responsibilities feel entitled and think
the world will always do for them."
This is very true. I was taught how to wash dishes, do

laundry and take initiative throughout my childhood
years and now as an adult, 
I have been able to utilize these different life skills to

make better, smarter responsible decisions. If you are a
parent who is trying to instill this quality in your child,
here are 3 of the most important tips, I found that can help
start the learning process. 
#1 Start Young:
Some things children learn when they are older. If the

topic of discussion requires a more appropriate age, then
that is understandable. However, responsibility is some-
thing that should not be sprung on a preteen. Especially
not as they transition into their older stages, Which we
will discuss soon. 
#2 Let Them Get Involved
If you’re washing dishes, invite your child to rinse the

dishes and put them away. Children who are asked to
help, feel valued. This responsible activity will help your
child to feel good about helping and will soon want to
take initiative to do those household things on their own. 
#3 Hold Off On Rewards
Giving rewards can be a good thing, but they can also

send mix signals. Responsibility is something that should
be in your child’s developmental growth regardless of
them being rewarded. Just imagine, getting a lollipop
every time a bill was paid. These are things that as adults,
need to be done with or without the incentives. Rewards
are good, but limiting them can be better for teaching this
lesson of responsibility. 
To get the full list of tips visit www.milwaukeecom-

munityjournal.com !
Paishance Welch 
2018 The Year of the Child
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Have a press release, a photo, or announcement for
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officials said.
“We are taking all of the necessary precautions to en-

sure Mr. Cosby’s safety and general welfare in our insti-
tution,” Corrections Secretary John Wetzel said in a
statement.
As Cosby began adjusting to life behind bars, his fam-

ily and publicists vowed he will appeal his conviction on
three felony sexual assault counts after the first celebrity
trial of the #MeToo era.
Calling Cosby “one of the greatest civil rights leaders

in the United States for over the past 50 years,”
spokesman Andrew Wyatt on Tuesday decried the trial as
the “most sexist and racist” in the country’s history.
The judge, prosecutor and jury saw it differently.
“No one is above the law. And no one should be treated

disproportionately because of who they are, where they
live, or even their wealth, celebrity or philanthropy,”
Montgomery County Judge Steven O’Neill said in sen-
tencing Cosby to an above-average sentence.
Cosby’s defense team has raised the racial issue before,

in 2016, before quickly scrapping it.
“We prosecute where the evidence takes us and that

was done in this case,” District Attorney Kevin Steele
said Tuesday.
After his first trial ended in a hung jury, Cosby was

convicted in April of drugging and sexually assaulting
Temple University women’s basketball administrator An-
drea Constand. He has faced a barrage of similar accusa-
tions from more than 60 women over the past five
decades, but Constand’s case is the only one that went to
trial.
In a statement submitted to the court, Constand, 45,

said the assault and Cosby’s subsequent attacks on her
character had crushed her spirit, adding: “We may never
know the full extent of his double life as a sexual preda-
tor, but his decades-long reign of terror as a serial rapist
is over.”
Prosecutor Kristen Feden said Constand told her she

was happy with the sentence.
“I always look for my strength in the victims, and An-

drea Constand was amazing,” Feden said on NBC’s
“Today” show Wednesday. “Her courage and her strength
was enough for me to say, ‘Let’s keep going.'”
Women’s advocates hailed Cosby’s sentence as a land-

mark #MeToo moment.
“Bill Cosby seeing the inside of a prison cell sends a

strong message that predators — no matter who they are,
from Hollywood to Wall Street to the Supreme Court —

can no longer be protected at the expense of victims,”
said Sonia Ossorio, president of the National Organiza-
tion for Women of New York.
Cosby’s lawyers asked that he be allowed to remain

free on bail while he appeals his conviction, but the judge
ordered him locked up immediately, saying that “he could
quite possibly be a danger to the community.”
Cosby — who is legally blind and uses a cane — re-

moved his watch, tie and jacket and walked out in a white
dress shirt and red suspenders, his hands cuffed in front
of him.
Cosby must serve the minimum of three years before

becoming eligible for parole.
Cosby’s punishment, which also included a $25,000

fine, came at the end of a two-day hearing at which the
judge declared him a “sexually violent predator” — a
designation that subjects him to monthly counseling for
the rest of his life and requires that neighbors and schools
be notified of his whereabouts. A psychologist for the
state testified that Cosby appears to have a mental disor-
der characterized by an uncontrollable urge to have sex
with women without their consent.
Constand testified that Cosby gave her what she

thought were herbal pills to ease stress, and then pene-
trated her with his fingers as she lay immobilized on a
couch. Cosby claimed the encounter was consensual, and
his lawyers branded her a “con artist” who framed the co-
median to get a big payday — a $3.4 million settlement
she received over a decade ago.
The AP does not typically identify people who say they

are victims of sexual assault unless they come forward
publicly, which Constand and other accusers have done.
Five other accusers took the stand at the trial as part of

an effort by prosecutors to portray Cosby — once known
as America’s Dad for his role on the top-rated “Cosby
Show” in the 1980s — as a serial predator.
Constand went to police a year after waking up in a fog

at Cosby’s estate, her clothes askew, only to have the dis-
trict attorney pass on the case. Another DA reopened the
file a decade later and charged the TV star after stand-up
comic Hannibal Buress’ riff about Cosby’s being a rapist
prompted other women to come forward, and after a fed-
eral judge, acting on a request from The Associated Press,
unsealed some of Cosby’s startling, decade-old testimony
in Constand’s related civil suit.
In his testimony, Cosby described sexual encounters

with a string of actresses, models and other young women
and talked about obtaining quaaludes to give to those he
wanted to sleep with.

Bill Cosby
placed in
single cell
(continued from front page)

“As Cosby began adjusting to
life behind bars, his family and
publicists vowed he will appeal
his conviction on three felony
sexual assault counts after the
first celebrity trial of the
#MeToo era.”

Incidents of prostate
cancer remains 
high among men, 
higher among African
American men
Article compiled by MCJ editorial staff
Prostate cancer remains the leading

cancer in American men; about 2.8 mil-
lion men are living with the disease with
almost 30,000 men dying each year. 
The American Cancer Society reports that approxi-

mately 164,690 men are expected to be diagnosed with
prostate cancer in 2018, a disproportionate  number of
whom will be African Americans.
According to the American Cancer Society, about one

in nine men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer dur-
ing their lifetime.
Prostate cancer develops mainly in older men and in

African-American men. About six cases in 10 are diag-
nosed in men aged 65 or older, and it is rare before age
40. The average age at the time of diagnosis is about 66.
Among Black men, there is a one in five chance they

will develop prostate cancer.  And the mortality rate is
about double that of White men.
On the positive side, prostate cancer is easily detected,

and when discovered early the survival rate is excep-
tional.
As part of national cancer prevention month, the

Prostate Health Education Network (PHEN) is joining
with Froedtert and the Medical College of Wisconsin to
provide information and a free prostate exam for African
American men this Saturday at Pilgrim Rest Missionary
Baptist Church, 3456 N 38th Street from 8 a.m. to 12
noon.
Title, ‘Knowledge is the Best Defense Against

Prostate Cancer,’ the educational symposium is free and
open to the public. Breakfast will be provided.
The symposium will provide up to dat information and

materials for men at risk for the disease and those diag-
nosed, treated and living as survivor.
The symposium will also offer information to spouses,

caregivers and loved ones on how best to support these
men. 
Experts will be on hand to answer questions, and free

prostate cancer screening will be available on site.
For more information, or to register, call 424-955-

8819.  Or you can register online at http://prostate-
healthed.org/symp
Spouses, partners and family members are encouraged

to take their men to the symposium.
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Eta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.,
Alpha Pi Chapter 
presents The 11th Annual
“Women Who Walk in 
the Spirit” Luncheon
Eta Phi Beta Sorority Inc., Alpha Pi Chapter will

host its 2018 “Women Who Walk in The Spirit”
Luncheon on Saturday, October 27, 2018 at the Radis-
son Hotel Milwaukee West, 2303 North Mayfair Road.  
This year, Alpha Pi Chapter will honor eleven

women who work effortlessly and modestly serving
others.  
This event will recognize women who are unsung

heroes in their churches and communities. They are in-

deed making a difference one person at a time and liv-
ing our motto “Not for ourselves, but for others”, says
Nicole Owens, President of Alpha Pi Chapter.
The purpose of Eta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. is to pro-

mote and develop closer fellowship between business
and professional women and to work for their welfare;
to obtain for women the opportunity for the highest
standards in all business fields; to contribute finan-
cially to local and national charities and to promote
and assist in programs designated for improving the
well-being of developmentally disabled citizens
The luncheon will begin at 11:00 a.m. and the cost

for luncheon ticket is $35.00 per person. 
Deadline for purchasing tickets is October 20, 2018

and no tickets will be sold at the luncheon. 
Contact:  Sharon L. McKinney, 1(414)372-3326 or

Carolyn Cameron, 1(414)364-8734

we can rebuild hope that voting makes a difference in
who makes decisions that can help or hurt us.”
In the 2016 elections, there were 40,000 fewer voters

in Milwaukee than in 2012 -- 29,000 were African Amer-
ican. 
Most lived in the five poorest districts in the city. Over

9,000 had no voter ID. Souls to the Polls is addressing
both the lack of voter engagement and the problems with
harsh new voting laws.  
Voting Specialist Anita Johnson is working to make

sure that barrier is down in 2018. “I am educating people

on what they need to vote, helping get their Photo ID, and
making sure people have the tools to participate.
“Our community has been seriously damaged by deci-

sions made in Madison and Washington.” Says Pastor
Mose Fuller of St. Timothy’s Baptist Church.“  
We are losing resources for critical services because

our community is not a priority for many politicians. In
2018, we are going to show political leaders that our vot-
ing block matters and we better be a priority in the fu-
ture.”
The canvass will proceed south from Chambers Street

from 1st to 20th Streets, then wrap up on North Avenue. 

(continued from front page)

Army of Ministers Lead House to House
Canvass on Milwaukee’s North Side

Hopewell Missionary Baptist
Church recently held a fun family
support and outreach event, its 18th
at the churchm, 2375 N. 25th St. 

Rev. Ollie Taylor is the senior pas-
tor at Hopewell. It was a day of
food, music and more as Hopewell

again demonstrated the love of
Christ to neighboring families by
sharing fellowship and fun, as well
as distribute book bags, school sup-
plies and family care baskets. 

Hopewell says it’s their mission  to
offer a hand up, not just a handout;
to help families experience a spiri-
tual lift and a great start to the
school year. —Photos by Yvonne
Kemp

A day of food, family, fun and support at Hopewell MBC
flu shots were also given
free of charge, compli-
ments of Walgreen’s

RELIGIONRELIGION



PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“I am hopeful that others who have suffered sexual harass-
ment will not become discouraged by my experience, but in-
stead will find the strength to speak out about this serious
problem.”—Anita Hill (Quote courtesy of STOREMYPIC.COM)
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Is there a three
second rule
for booties?
I’m only being partly facetious.
Tight yogi pants, hip huggers and provocative dresses

have changed the cultural, feminist paradigm in Amer-
ica. The new seductive mode of dress has gone over-
board in accentuating that special “attribute” Lord
Nyame has “awarded” uniquely to sisters and placed
Black men in an awkward predicament.
A friend of mine said he had acquired membership in a national chain fit-

ness club last year only to vow never to return after one visit when he dis-
covered what he thought was a sanctuary of exhibitionism.
He said he figured if he visited too often, the only part of his body that

would get exercise would be his neck (if you get my drift).
Several weeks ago, he had worked late and wanted to get a workout in,

so he stopped by the 24-hour club on his way home. 
The incident that followed prompted him to permanently exclude the

branch from his schedule.
Seconds after getting off the treadmill, he said he was approached by a

middle-aged sister who accused him of staring at her “butt”.
She all but accused him of sexual assault.
The brother admitted he did look—“I couldn’t help but look, her pants

were so tight a gynecologist wouldn’t have had to ask her to disrobe,” he
said, confessing to only observing (not “lusting” as he’s a happily married
Christian) for three to five seconds.
“Why do they wear such provocative clothing—or can you even call it

that—yet get mad if you look at them?” he asked.
“Don’t ask me,” I said. Whatever timing you use, cut it in half. A glance

is okay, but to stare is inconsiderate, rude and, nowadays, considered sexual
harassment.

“Unless you’re Donald Trump. Then you are not bound by any rules, in-
cluding grabbing women by their...”
But I could feel the brother’s confusion, a position shared by many good

men (I’m not talking about the male Neckbones who not only stare but share
their lustful thoughts).
The new (unwritten) rules imply we must walk on eggshells and are told

to wear blinders.
But even that doesn’t help, because a good-looking sister can walk across

your path, and unless you look, you might accidently run into them! Then
you’ll be charged with sexual assault!
Okay, I’m being facetious again, but I’m not too far off base. Brothers

are confused; particularly middle-aged brothers who feel the new rules are
a contradiction.
We’re like Green Bay Packers linebacker Clay Matthews, who is using

the same tackling technique he built a reputation on for 20 years, but has
been called for three consecutive roughing penalties because the league
changed the rules to something totally nonsensical.
Of course, butts are not the only female body parts getting brothers in

trouble and making them overly conscious and defensive.
The new fad of halter tops (I guess that’s what they call them) and low-

cut blouses and tops that expose all of the breasts save for the nipples, are
not only distracting, but a minefield of allegations and legal ramifications.
Can you look but not stare? At what point (in microseconds) does a look

of appreciation or awe, constitute a “stare”?
Can you look at all?
As a brother asked during a conversation about this minefield (or is it

“mindfield”?) asked the poignant question: “why do they wear that type of
attire? Is it for them, or for us? Does it burn more calories? And if it’s to at-
tract attention, or merely to be provocative, what are we supposed to do?”
Those questions are additionally confusing because many entertainers

and reality “stars” have undergone “booty” surgery (Kim and the rest of the
Kardashians come to mind) expressly to draw attention.
Obviously, I can’t answer those questions either, other than to utilize the

old political ploy of answering a question with a question: If men walk

around shirtless in the summer, do the same rules apply?
Hey, 50 years and 50 pounds ago I sought attention that way. And it

worked for me, for my intended purposes. (Of course, that’s before I got
married, and pretended to pluck my eyes out.)
Older brothers are particularly confused because we didn’t have to deal

with these questions growing up. Sisters wore more modest clothing back
in the day, and women who dressed like many “average” women do today,
would be called hoes and sluts, so no one cared if men looked.
(I’m not trying to provoke an argument on that point, I’m just telling you

like it was.)
Growing up, “good, Christian and Moslem sisters didn’t expose their mid-

dles or wear low hip huggers to show off their tramp stamps (which, I also
assume, for which there is a three second rule).
Obviously, there’s a long bridge between then and now. Social norms

have changed—some say evolved like the constitution and the Bible—and
thus the three-second rule has been instituted both to provide women with
a sense of security and freedom, as well as to provide for an astetic free-
dom.
And even though I’m alternating between humor and sarcasm, I strongly

believe all women—all people—should be allowed their own space and be
free of harassment. And that includes the BBW for whom tight pants are
not only inappropriate, but unflattering (and you know the Neckbones I’m
talking about).
OK, that’s going too far again, but you get my point.
Everyone thinks they look good in the mirror, even if it’s cracked. And

who are we to dictate their mode of dress?
Which is exactly my point. I’m sure when you saw Big Bertha, with

curlers in her pink hair, breasts popping out of her too small bra, and meat
spilling out of her size six yoga pants, you looked (laughed), but didn’t
stare.
Chances are you didn’t want to look for more than three seconds any-

way!
Last point of confusion: if you monitor social media or Black radio, most

of the sisters don’t believe Bill Cosby should have been sentenced to prison.
And he raped 108,210 women! (I know I’m exaggerating, but it seemed
like it was that many!)
So, apparently, it’s OK for Cosby to commit a horrendous crime, but it’s

not OK to look for more than three seconds?
My suggestion to my friend and other confused brothers: Treat all sisters,

no matter what they are wearing, like your mother. Don’t do anything that
will make them feel uncomfortable. Including admiring for more than 1.5
seconds. Remember, sisters not only have remarkable memories, but eyes
in the back of their heads. They are located two to three feet above that
booty you are “staring” at.
Hotep.

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

He says this as if Ford has ac-
cused him of sexual intercourse,
which she hasn’t,  or as if his
being a virgin back then  ab-
solves him of sexual assault.  It
doesn’t.
Such a disingenuous attempt

to mischaracterize what hap-
pened is just one of the reasons
I believe Ford and Deborah
Ramirez.  
I believe them because one

way or another, Kavanaugh,
who desperately wants to sit on
the highest court in the land,
has already proven himself a
liar.
Either he was lying when he

portrayed himself–through his
own past writings and yearbook
signings–as an arrogant, sexist,
occasionally drunken,  boys-
will-be-boys asshole,  or he’s
lying now, when he recalls his
young life as irreproachable.
You get the feeling that if

someone came forward with a

casual remembrance of Ka-
vanaugh eating a peanut butter
and jelly sandwich on white
bread, he’d counter that it
couldn’t have been him because
he’s allergic to peanuts.
If somebody said they wit-

nessed him dancing the
Macarena, he’d refute the alle-
gation by saying that’s not true,
because back then he suffered,

literally, with two left feet. Birth
defect. 
On live TV, he’d tearfully

thank his parents for springing
for the successful surgery that
righted that wrong.
The problem with Ka-

vanaugh’s denials are that they
give him no air to breathe. He
doesn’t say, You know, I might
have done something foolish
like what I’m accused of; I was
young and dumb back then, etc.
Instead, it’s  Nope, never hap-

pened, don’t know what they’re
talking about, never been there.
His  lies are almost as bad as the
accusations.
The judge’s defenders insist

that what Kavanaugh did in
high school and while at Yale–-
you know, the things Kavanu-
agh insists he didn’t do—are
immaterial, because he’s not
that person anymore.
This, as if all humans don’t

wrestle throughout our lives
with some measure of dysfunc-
tion, planted and developed
within us when we are children.
Fact is, the imperious tone of

Kavanaugh’s denials  suggest
he’s lost little of the self-impor-
tance and sense of entitlement
of his youth.
I believe the women, because

if Kavanaugh had nothing to
hide, he would be insisting—
demanding—an FBI investiga-
tion into the allegations. For his
benefit. 
He should want all doubt re-

moved. For the sake of the po-
sition. For the sake of his wife
and two daughters.
If a department store accused

me of shoplifting, I’d be pissed.
However, to prove my inno-
cence I’d also take a certain zeal
in agreeing to be searched.
What’s Kanvanaugh conceal-

ing under his coat? Attention
store security:  attempted theft
of a Supreme Court seat  on
aisle five.
Outright theft is what is hap-

pening here. A wicked Republi-

can Congress of hypocrites and
lying, low down dirty dogs
don’t want an independent in-
vestigation.
They don’t want testimony

from Kavanaugh’s buddy,
Mark Judge. They don’t want
anything resembling what is
right.
They simply want a Supreme

Court judge willing to do their
bidding for decades to come,
long after they have all gone
and are rotating on rotisseries in
hell for engineering the most
corrupt American administra-
tion in modern times.
Finally, I’m with the women

because I don’t believe they
would summit themselves to
this just to be doing something.  
As if they haven’t seen the

tarring and feathering that hap-
pens to women who come for-
ward to accuse men, powerful
men, of indecent behavior.
As if they need the terror of

death threats.  As if their chil-
dren won’t be traumatized.
As if their personal emotional

damage won’t be written off by
a segment of the country as a
ridiculous left wing conspiracy.
As if they haven’t already

seen what this country’s sad ex-
cuse for a president publicly
says about anyone he deems a
threat to his myriad of evil plots.
As if any of these women

want their names in  Hannity’s
putrid mouth.
Meanwhile, this just in: Ka-

vanaugh has announced it im-
possible that he is guilty of
anything untoward with these
women. During the period he is
accused, he insists he didn’t
even like females.  He was Gay.

Steven Ivory, veteran jour-
nalist, essayist and author,
writes about popular culture
for magazines, newspapers,
radio, TV and the Internet. Re-
spond to him via
STEVRIVORY@AOL.COM
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KAVANAUGH
CASE: WHY I
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THE
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Supreme Court Trump nominee Brett Kavanaugh says
he was a virgin during the teenage years  that Dr. Chris-
tine Blasey Ford alleges he sexually assaulted her.

Steven Ivory

By Steven Ivory
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OPEN LETTER TO OUR READERS
Milwaukee Community Journal is an actual brick and mortar building, not just an online
entity. I was downstairs reviewing our equipment in the storage office and it's like visiting
a museum. Old relics, equipment, computers, software and past editions illuminate 42
years journaling the history of change.  
Since our origin in 76, we've moved with our audience. Today our readers are predomi-
nantly millennials, 18-40 years of age, shakers and movers, the buyers! They are buying
homes,  cars, raising  families. They are eating “fresh”, active in politics, exercising and
partying.
Our readers find us in print, with our twice-weekly editions in tenured retail outlets,

churches and selective distribution spots. But they also read us online at milwaukeecom-
munityjournal.com We’re in this to win this! We're dynamic....crisp
clear....interactive...and to be honest - exploding with information that you want to read! 
We're perfect for new and established advertisers! We want more local interaction and
community written articles. We want to offer more millennial access to a proven commu-
nity source.  
This is who we are, but one thing is still deep on our hearts, and that is you’ve got to
join our team. You're the community part of the Milwaukee Community Journal. Let's
build together!
-- Speech Thomas, The Milwaukee Community Journal, Wisconsin’s Largest African-
American Newspaper
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residents by adding staffing re-
sources to the Health Department’s
Childhood Lead Poisoning Preven-
tion Program. 
This budget also includes an in-

vestment of $20 million for efforts to
reduce lead risks and abate lead prob-
lems. 
In 2019, Milwaukee Water Works

will support the work of the Health
Department by continuing to scale up
its lead service line replacement pro-
gram with plans to remove 1,000
more lead connections. Positions in
the Department of Neighborhood
services (DNS) were also created to
conduct more lead abatement inspec-
tions in homes.
“Children in Milwaukee are safer,

and the hardworking front-line work-
ers at the Health Department deserve
credit for that,” said Barrett. “We all
know there have been problems in
the Health Department, but we are
refocusing our efforts to make sure
the department continues to move in
a positive direction.”
The Strong Neighborhoods Plan

remains a priority and will support
the mayor’s 10,000 affordable house-
holds commitment announced earlier
this year. $9.6 million is included in
this budget to continue the initiative’s
efforts toward improving the acces-
sibility, affordability, and quality of

housing options for Milwaukee resi-
dents. An additional $500,000 is in-
cluded for strategic site acquisition to
maintain affordable housing in areas
facing potential displacement.
In regards to public safety, Barrett

touted the work of both the Milwau-
kee Fire Department and the Mil-
waukee Police Department. In the
Fire Department, two positions were
added to the community paramedic
program to continue efforts to con-
nect individuals with the appropriate
medical resources and reduce call
frequency to 911. 
In order to support diversity re-

cruitment efforts in the police depart-
ment, Barrett proposed adding one
position to the Fire and Police Com-
mission recruitment team.
This year Milwaukee Public li-

braries saw the construction of the
Mitchell Street Library and the
ground breaking of the Good Hope
Library. The 2019 budget will con-
tinue the successful strategy of
mixed-use library developments for
Capitol Drive and Martin Luther
King libraries. 
“Libraries are not a luxury.

They’re valuable resources that im-
prove lives, create economic oppor-

tunity and bring neighborhoods to-
gether. 
“Libraries are a fundamental part

of the fabric of our community,” Bar-
rett said.
The anticipated start of operations

for the streetcar later this year was
also mentioned in the Mayor’s re-
marks. The project is on time, and on
budget with no direct impact on the
city’s operating budget or tax levy.
In the coming weeks, aldermen

will review the Mayor’s budget and
consider amendments. Next year’s fi-
nancial plan will be finalized in No-
vember.

Lead reduction, housing highlight Barrett’s 2019 budget address
(continued from front page)

Cristo Rey Jesuit High
School Releases 
Rendering of New School
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School Milwaukee today released a rendering for

its upcoming new school location at 1818 West National Ave. in Milwaukee.
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School, in collaboration with community partners,
will anchor the community by becoming its first high school. 
The new campus is located in the Clarke Square neighborhood, hosting one

of metro Milwaukee’s fastest-growing school-aged populations, and is more
strategically and centrally located to better serve students and families. The
new location will allow Cristo Rey Jesuit to educate additional children of
families with limited financial means (Cristo Rey Jesuit students’ average
household income is $32,500). The school projects that the earliest occupancy
would be during the 2020 school year.
Now entering its fourth year, Cristo Rey Jesuit High School has outpaced

its original growth projections, both in new student enrollment and retention.
This led to school leadership getting an earlier start on identifying the right
locale and design components for a permanent school to help the organization
reach its goal of serving 500 students. 
In its first four years of operation, approximately 400 students are enrolled,

making Milwaukee one of the most successful launches in the Cristo Rey
Network, with 35 schools nationwide. In addition, the school’s Corporate
Work Study Program has grown from 22 partners to 75, including all seven
of Milwaukee’s Fortune 500 companies. 
The new school space will be more than double the current school size at

St. Florian Catholic Grade School at 1215 S. 45th Street in West Milwaukee,
and will allow for all academic, co-curricular and athletic programs that a
college-prep high school requires, including space for athletics and parking.
“Cristo Rey is a great addition to our near south side and it will serve as a

great education option for young people in the neighborhood,” said Mayor
Tom Barrett. “The school provides learning opportunities both in the class-
room and in a variety of work place settings to prepare students to be the fu-
ture leaders of Milwaukee.”
School leadership engaged in comprehensive preparations required to build

the right facility. Cristo Rey Jesuit has engaged more than 50 students, par-
ents, faculty and staff in small group discussions regarding the planned move
to West National Avenue and conducted a series of one-on-one meetings and
small group conversations with more than 100 stakeholders.
Cristo Rey Jesuit is working with Bray Architects and CG Schmidt on con-

cepts for a new campus. Cristo Rey Jesuit also conducted financial modeling
to ensure school operations would remain healthy with the construction and
opening of the new campus.
The projected cost of the new school is between $20 million and $25 mil-

lion. The revenue sources for the project include campaign funds, new market
tax credits, long-term financing and reserves from ongoing operations going
forward. Cristo Rey Jesuit has launched a community fundraising campaign,
called “Ignite. Invest. Impact.” For more information, visit www.igniteinves-
timpact.org.
“This school has, in a short amount of time, demonstrated an ability to have

an impact on the lives of the kids that we’re educating, on the neighborhood
and the community that we’re in, but just as important on the city of Milwau-
kee,” said Cristo Rey Jesuit High School governance board chair and CEO
of Husch Blackwell, Paul Eberle. 
“This is really about investing in the city of Milwaukee, investing in the

future of our workforce, investing in these kids, who are now given this op-
portunity to dramatically change the trajectory of their lives. These kids are
going to be successful, we’re just helping them get started.”
Cristo Rey Jesuit High School Milwaukee announced last November it pur-

chased the eight-acre property at 1818 W. National Ave. after a long-range
planning committee thoroughly evaluated multiple sites and expansion op-
tions over an 18-month period. This new location is a part of Cristo Rey Jesuit
High School Milwaukee’s long-term strategic plan that began when Cristo
Rey Jesuit opened its doors in the fall of 2015 in the renovated St. Florian
Catholic Grade School at 1215 S. 45th Street in West Milwaukee. 
At the time, school leaders thought the location, while temporary, would

serve the community for at least five to seven years. The plan has been to
grow the school carefully, one grade level at a time, to be sure it could attract
enough business partners to responsibly support the work study model.
"This building is much more than brick and mortar, it's about transforming

the lives of our students and their families, and we're excited about the next
chapter and our impact in Milwaukee," said Andy Stith, president of Cristo
Rey Jesuit High School Milwaukee.

Artist rendering of new Cristo Rey Jesuit High School
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MATC to Host Oct. 1
Breakfast to Kick Off of
Milwaukee Boys and
Men of Color Week
Milwaukee Area Technical College will host the kickoff event for Mil-

waukee Boys and Men of Color (BMOC) Week with a breakfast from 8-
10 a.m. Monday, 
Oct. 1, at the Downtown Milwaukee Campus. The theme of the week

is “Be the Hero of Your Story.” Breakfast speakers, including Milwaukee
Mayor Tom Barrett and MPS Interim Superintendent Dr. Keith Posley,
will highlight the role of education in building a successful life and em-
powering boys and men of color. The breakfast will be held in Room 605
in the Main Building, 1015 N. 6th St.
Two sponsors of the event – Milwaukee Public Schools and MATC –

play critical roles in helping boys and men of color to succeed. MPS and
MATC respectively have the largest number of boys and men of color en-
rolled in their institutions in the state. MPS, MATC and the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, as creators the of M3 (M-cubed) initiative, work
together to transform the future of Milwaukee through education.
Speakers at the breakfast will discuss past, present and future efforts

and initiatives by Milwaukee organizations to advance outcomes for boys
and men of color. 
The breakfast is free, but registration is encouraged. Visit

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/bmoc-17868111328.
BMOC Week events dealing with diversity, inclusion, mindfulness,

mentoring, fatherhood and expression through art will be held throughout
Milwaukee Monday-Saturday, Oct. 1-6.  For more details, see the attached
flyer.
The week’s events are co-sponsored by MATC, MATC Men of Color,

the City of Milwaukee, MPS Black & Latino Male Achievement, the Mil-
waukee County Office of African American Affairs and United Way of
Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County.
For more information on BMOC Week, contact Mike Peeples at (414)

286-5143, mpeepl@milwaukee.gov.

MILWAUKEE
BUCKS TO
HOLD GREEN 
& CREAM 
SCRIMMAGE AT
FISERV FORUM
ON SATURDAY
Limited tickets available for
fans to see the Bucks in
action for the first time at
Fiserv Forum

The Milwaukee Bucks will take
the court for the first time in the
world-class Fiserv Forum on
Saturday, Sept. 29 at 11 a.m.
when the team hosts the Green
& Cream Scrimmage. This is a
free event open to the public that
will give fans an inside look at
the 2018-19 Bucks as the team
competes in an inter-squad
scrimmage from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Seating for the Green &
Cream Scrimmage is general
admission, but fans must down-
load a ticket prior to the event at
www.bucks.com/scrimmage. A
sellout is expected so fans are
encouraged to download their
free tickets soon and arrive
early.

The Green & Cream Scrim-
mage will also feature an on-
court interview with Bucks Head
Coach Mike Budenholzer, ap-
pearances by the Bucks Enter-
tainment teams, and fan
giveaways and contests
throughout the scrimmage.
Doors for the event will open at
9:30 a.m. Both the main en-
trance and Johnson Controls en-
trance at Fiserv Forum will be
open.

Media are welcome to attend
the Green & Cream Scrimmage,
but those planning to attend are
asked to please RSVP to
ekohlbeck@bucks.com by 5
p.m. on Friday. All media should
enter Fiserv Forum through the
Media Entrance, which is lo-
cated on Sixth Street next to
Loading Dock 8.

THE SPORTING LIFETHE SPORTING LIFE

BUCKS HOLD MEDIA DAY IN
NEW ARENA Bucks owners from left: Marc Lasry, Wes Edens, Jamie

Dinan, and Mike Fascitelli. Talk about upcoming sea-
son in the new Fiserv Forum.

Giannis 
Antetokounmpo

Eric
Bledsoe

(6) and Khris
Middleton (22)

talk before
meeting the

media

Sterling
Brown

Photos by Bill 
Tennessen
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