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“Kasserian Ingera!” (“And how are the children?”)

Milwaukee Community Journal Celebrates The Year of the Child!

Look  for  more  photos  in  th is  week ’s  Weekend Ed i t ion
All photos by Yvonne Kemp
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Acting Sheriff
Makes 
Desperate 
Attacks on 
Earnell Lucas

Today, right-wing acting sheriff Richard
Schmidt accused retired police captain and
Major League Baseball security executive Ear-
nell Lucas of mocking law enforcement profes-
sionals by running for Sheriff. In March 2017,
Lucas, who has over 40 years of law enforce-
ment and public safety experience, launched his
campaign to restore honor, integrity and trust to
the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office.

Garren Randolph, campaign manager for
Lucas for Milwaukee, issued the following re-
sponse:

“Schmidt’s false attacks are indicative of a
desperate campaign going negative,” said Ran-
dolph. “While Lucas’ campaign is gaining mo-
mentum by picking up endorsements from
organized labor, elected officials and the Dem-
ocratic Party, Schmidt is frantically trying to di-

vert attention from his eight years of misman-
aging the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office.

“Schmidt was in charge of the day-to-day op-
erations of the Sheriff’s Office as seven people
died in the jail. Schmidt also oversaw an office
that wasted taxpayer dollars while providing
fewer services to our community. Schmidt was
either complicit with the failed policies of the
previous sheriff or lacks the courage to stand up
for the citizens of Milwaukee County. Either
one makes him unqualified to serve as the next
Milwaukee County Sheriff.

“Lucas is a decorated law enforcement exec-
utive and highly respected public safety profes-
sional. Lucas’ experiences include partnering
with law enforcement and public safety officials
from around the country and around the world. 

“In his time in the Milwaukee Police Depart-
ment, he commanded a district that formed
coalitions with stakeholders to reduce crime and
improve community relations. 

“While at baseball, he has led operations to
ensure the safety of over 75 million fans and the
integrity of our national pastime. When elected,
Lucas will fulfill all responsibilities and duties
entrusted to him as the next Milwaukee County
Sheriff.

“Schmidt’s mockery of Lucas, a law enforce-
ment professional who has nearly given his life
serving and protecting us, is an affront to all
who have worn the badge and made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our community.”

Of the seven Democratic candidates running
to unseat incumbent Republican Gov. Scott
Walker, state Sen. Kathleen Vinehout is ar-
guably the most prepared; who will hit the
ground running from day one if elected.

“I’ve done my homework, I’ve seen how
many lives have been affected (by Walker’s and
the Republican controlled legislature’s poli-
cies),” said Vinehout during a recent interview.
“I think I know how to fix the problems with
the same (state) dollars, but with different pri-
orities.

Vinehout has been on the committees that
crunched numbers. As a senator she sits on—or
has sat on—committees that dealt with the
state’s economy. She was co-chair of the Joint

Committee on Audit, is a member of the Eco-
nomic Development committee; Children, Fam-
ilies and Work Force Development, the
Long-Term Care and Job Creation Senate Com-
mittees.

Vinehout has written alternative budgets that
took money from corporate tax breaks and cash
payments (which adds up to $125 million) and
put those same dollars in programs and policies
that put people first. “The dollars are the same.
My choices are very different.

“I see a path forward,” added Vinehout. “It’s
a math problem as well as a people problem.” 

Though a dairy farmer for the past 10 years, a
college professor and senator who represents
the predominately White 31st senate district
hundreds of miles from Milwaukee, Vinehout
says her district and Milwaukee share a lot of
the same problems of poverty, jobs, drug (opi-
oid) crisis, proper funding of public education,
and the need for affordable quality healthcare.

“The way we (the state under Gov. Walker
and Republican-controlled legislature) fund
schools continues to hurt Milwaukee,” Vinehout
said, adding representatives from both parties
have called the current funding system “bro-
ken.” She believes state public schools should
be funded more by state money instead of prop-
erty taxes.

Despite Walker’s increase of school spending
in his election-year budget, Vinehout said

“In his time in the 
Milwaukee Police 
Department, Lucas 
commanded a district
that formed 
coalitions with 
stakeholders to reduce
crime and improve
community relations.” 

Kathleen
Vinehout
Democratic gubernatorial
candidate says she will be
ready to hit ground running
if elected the state’s next
governor 

(continued on page 15)

Earnell LucasKathleen Vinehout

By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.
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A)CHILDREN WHO LEARN TO READ AND LOVE BOOKS 
ARE QUICK LEARNERS.  

B) CHILDREN WHO ARE READ TO BY THEIR PARENTS 
GROW UP LOVING BOOKS.   

C) BOOKS OPEN DOORS TO ADVENTURE AND TRAVEL 
AND COMPASSION AND KNOWLEDGE.

SUMMER IS HERE! A PERFECT TIME TO READ COME GET A FREE BOOK.   
TO READ TO YOUR CHILD OR LET YOUR CHILD READ TO YOU. 

READING IS FUN, READING IS FUNDAMENTAL,    
EARLY READERS DO BETTER IN PRE-K    

COME GET YOUR FREE BOOK." 
ONE BOOK PER CHILD...ONE BOOK, PER CHILD,  PER PARENT.

YOU MUST SIGN IN, AND YOU MUST PLEDGE TO 
READ THE BOOK.  

*A special family gave 300 books to children who want to read this summer. The 300 books
are for parents or children who want to read, this summer. Only one book per child!  That book
becomes yours to read, read again and then share with a friend. 
ONCE YOU CAN READ THE BOOK TO US, WE WILL GIVE ANOTHER

BOOK. READ, READ, AND READ AGAIN.
Drop by the MCJ Office...3612 N. King Dr. Sign in:  Name, address and age of the child..

Sign the thank you board...so we can thank our family for their kindness. Most of the books are
early childhood education books but there are also books for older ages. SO READ, READ,
READ... 

SUMMER READ
a Project of 

2018 THE YEAR OF THE CHILD.
Empowering our children through reading, counting, identifying shapes, coloring, and sharing

with parents, siblings, and friends. Thank you Milwaukee. We shall have over 1300 books
available over the summer.  If your church or club would like to have books, write us, sign up
and we shall make every effort to distribute the books so they benefit the children!

"2018: THE YEAR OF THE CHILD: A GAME CHANGER” 
IN EMPOWERING CHILDREN 

THANK YOU MILWAUKEE.  
CHILDREN MATTER.
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Marking a new historic season in
the ministry of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, The
Rev. Viviane E. Thomas-Breitfeld
will be the first female of African de-
scent to be installed in the ELCA and
the second female bishop of the
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (“ELCA”). 

The ELCA is the largest Lutheran
denomination in the world.  This his-
toric event will take place on Satur-
day, August 18, 2018 at First
Lutheran Church, 612 North Randall
Avenue, Janesville at 2:00 pm.
Doors open at 1:00 pm.  A reception
will follow.

Expected are over 1,000 in atten-
dance including, pastors and deacons
of 142 ELCA worshipping commu-
nities in the synod, former synod
bishops, bishops from the other 64
ELCA synods, ministry partners,
family members and friends. 

The service will be available via
live stream.

In addition to members of synod
congregations, Lutheran, ecumenical
and interfaith partners will be pres-
ent.  Among the invited guests are
ELCA Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth
A. Eaton, ELCA, who will preside,
the Rev. Mary Froiland, recent for-
mer bishop of the synod, the Rev.
Panti Filibus, recently elected Presi-

dent of the Lutheran World Federa-
tion, clergy from other denomina-
tions in full communion relationship
with the ELCA, local dignitaries and
community leaders.

Guests will celebrate under the
theme of social justice based on
scripture text found in Micah 6:8--To
do justice, and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God.
Preaching the gospel message will be
the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA,
Elizabeth A. Eaton.  

Special music by gifted musicians
led by Music Director of First
Lutheran Church, Ben Johnston-
Urey will fill the gathering space
with a joyful sound.

Bringing a rich history in commu-
nity involvement while serving in
congregations and on several synod-
ical and churchwide teams, Bishop
Thomas-Breitfeld envisions a synod
that is a model for welcoming all to
God’s table.  

“I hope I can help the synod be-
come more open to change, so we
can become more relevant to all, es-
pecially people of color, LGBTQI,
and young adults, many of whom are
choosing to not attend church.”

Bishop Thomas-Breitfeld is look-
ing forward to the celebration of in-
stallation and especially spending
time with pastors, deacons and lay
members of the synod that she will
lead in the years to come.  “There is
a love in the South-Central Synod of
Wisconsin that is pretty special and a
sense of support that is really pretty
awesome.  When I was introduced
last year at the synod assembly, no
less than 20 other clergy came up to
me to welcome me. That’s pretty
spectacular. That doesn’t happen in
most places.”

The Rev. Viviane Thomas-Breit-
feld, Beloit, Wis., was elected May 6
to serve a six-year term as bishop of
the South-Central Synod of Wiscon-
sin, ELCA.  

The election was held during the
Synod Assembly May 5-6 at the

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford 

& Frazier

In Loving Memory

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI 53218
Telephone: (414) 462-6020

Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sin-
cere concern at your time of need. Offer-

ing pre-need, at need and after-care
services to families in Milwaukee, Racine,

Kenosha and other communities 
throughout our state.

RELIGIONRELIGION

Long-time 
Local Community
and Religious
Leader Betty
Nabors Dies

Betty Jane Logan Nabors, the wife of the late min-
ister and Milwaukee Alderman Roy B. Nabors, and
a long-time, educator and religious leader in the
Milwaukee community peacefully passed away in
St. Louis, Missouri on August 2. 

Born on September 20, 1940, and reared in Rich-
mond Heights, Missouri, Mrs. Nabors earned a
Bachelor of Science degree and a Master of Arts de-
gree from college after graduating from high school. 

She served as a dedicated elementary school
teacher with the Milwaukee Public School system
for 34 years during which she was an inspiring men-
tor to other educators. 

Her last MPS school assignment was with Phillips
Elementary School. From the age of eight, she felt
a strong call to Christian ministry to which she re-
mained true for the next seven decades, including
as an exemplary mentor to other pastor’s wives. 

One of her most enduring contributions to the
Milwaukee community began when together with
Pastor Nabors, her husband of 54 years, and four
other families, the group decided to create a new
church congregation called Community Baptist
Church of Greater Milwaukee during a meeting in
the Nabors’ Milwaukee home in December 1977. 

After securing a suitable location for the growing
congregation at 2249 N. Sherman Blvd., in 1982,
the church began to practice what Pastor Nabors de-
scribed in many of his sermons as “holistic commu-
nity church ministry.” 

When Rev. Nabors retired from Community Bap-
tist Church of Greater Milwaukee in January 2009,
the congregation included more than 300 families,
17 ministries and through its various ministries em-

ployed 125 persons.
After Mrs. Nabors retired from MPS, she in-

creased her service to the church family side-by-side
with her husband. 

Together the couple established Community Vi-
sion Academy, where she served as an administrator
and teacher. CVA is the first church-sponsored
school formed in Milwaukee. It continues to serve
approximately more than 100 students in grades pre-
Kindergarten through the fifth grade. 

In addition to her work with CVA, Mrs. Nabors
also taught Sunday school, new member classes, Va-
cation Bible School and Bible study for teachers’
workshops. 

She played piano, sang in the church choir and
was an active member of the Women’s Retreat
Committee. Betty always had a graceful and pleas-
ant persona.

Pastor and Mrs. Nabors established the first free,
city-wide, church-sponsored, breakfast program in
Milwaukee. During the 1990s, when it was at its
busiest, it served an average of more than 1,000 free
breakfasts per week. 

Pastor and Mrs. Nabors also established a free
clothing bank for families which served hundreds
of people weekly. 

They also managed a scholarship, the Earnest and
Clara Lewis Scholarship Fund of which Mrs.
Nabors served as chair and through which the
church provided thousands of dollars in scholarship
funds to deserving college students. The couple also
created and supported children and youth ministries,
which included Christian education, mission and
Bible study.

One of the most significant global mission proj-
ects of “holistic community church ministry” with
which Pastor and Mrs. Nabors were involved in-
cluded serving as leaders in the Free Mandela
Movement and receiving a call from former South
African President Nelson Mandela when he was re-
leased from prison in 1990. 

In addition to their 32 years of ministry at Com-
munity Baptist Church of Greater Milwaukee, Mrs.
Nabors served as a pastor’s wife at Baptist churches
in Missouri, Michigan, and Wisconsin. She was also
a life-time member of the NAACP and a golden life-
time Delta Sigma Theta Sorority member. 

In 2008 Mrs. Nabors was honored at the Milwau-
kee Black Women’s Network program. She was also
active in the Wisconsin State Minister’s Wives
group and the International Alliance of Ministers’
Wives and Widows of Wisconsin as well as a mem-
ber of the National Council of Negro Women. In re-
tirement, the couple relocated to Pontoon Beach,
Illinois.

She leaves behind to cherish her memory, her hus-
band, and three adult children: sons Terrence and
Kuanda and daughter Kaleatha Powell as well as ten
grandchildren. 

Worship services for Mrs. Nabors will be held on
Saturday, August 11, 2018, at New Paradise Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 7348 W. Florissant Rd., St.
Louis, Missouri 63136. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be made out to the Mamie
Young Scholarship Program and sent to the church
address.

Betty Nabors

First Female of African Descent
to be Installed As Bishop in 
the ELCA on August 18

(continued on page 14)

Rev. Viviane E.
Thomas-Breitfeld



A Message to Milwaukee’s
African American 
Community: 
“A Shift in the Wind”
By Alderman Russell W. Stamper, II

We must take pride in ourselves. We must take inventory of what we do
and how we can intensify our efforts to turn the tide in our community. Too
many times we have relied upon others to come to our rescue. Too often we
have relinquished control of our destiny. These times must be no more. 

I am reminded of something Dick Gregory once said, “When there is a rag-
ing fire, the only thing that will save you is a shift in the wind.” Our commu-
nity is on fire and we are the powerful shift in the wind that's needed. Those
of us that serve as government officials are charged with the task of leading.
More importantly, however, we are lifelong residents of this community. We
experience the same fears and anxieties in our travels through this city’s
streets as the rest of us do. We share the nagging doubts about the likelihood
of a successful upward trajectory for our community. Yet we push our doubts
aside and hold fast to our faith in the strength and determination of our con-
stituents. We serve patiently and work diligently with hope for our future. The
heavy lifting, though, will be done, must be done by all of us, the people.

We African Americans have a rich, complex history in Milwaukee. From
the glory days of Bronzeville to its eventual rebirth thanks largely to the tire-
less efforts of Alderwoman Coggs; from the Sherman Park unrest to its strong
resurgence led by Alderman Rainey and me; from the re-branding of the 9th
District spearheaded by Alderwoman Lewis to the Promise -Zone initiatives
of Alderman Hamilton; and from the progressive forward movement ushered
in by Alderman Johnson to the disparity study passage that will lay the foun-
dation for a race conscious program, which I have championed, Black Mil-
waukee has been in constant motion. 

Most recently we have the return of a successful African American centered
event at the Summerfest grounds (Black Arts Festival) and events such as
Bronzeville Week and Hip Hop Week MKE. These developments signal an
upward trajectory of our African American Community here in Milwaukee.
Although we are not there yet, we are destined to truly become a city of di-
versity and inclusion. In order to reach this worthy goal, however, we must
all pitch in and do our part.

No politician, no matter how amazingly gifted he or she may be at connect-
ing with the people, representing their interests, acknowledging their concerns
and authoring legislation, etc., can make a community fulfill its real potential.
That can only be done by the community. No amount of policing or law en-
forcement will completely eradicate the violence that has recently struck our
community. That can only be done by a determined change in the thinking
and action of the people. 

Within the last two weeks we have had an officer killed in the line of duty,
a string of homicides, a young man shot while playing basketball who is cling-
ing to his life but through the grace of God (one of his neighbors treated him
until the paramedics arrived), and last, the most damaging to my soul, an eight
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “A FREEDOM THAT ONLY ASKS
WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME, A FREEDOM WITHOUT COMMITMENT TO
OTHERS, A FREEDOM WITHOUT LOVE OR CHARITY OR DUTY OR
PATRIOTISM, IS UNWORTHY OF OUR FOUNDING IDEALS, AND
THOSE WHO DIED IN THEIR DEFENSE.”

—FORMER PRES. BARACK OBAMA

Ald. Russell W. Stamper, II

(continued on page 10)

Earnell Lucas has the right recipe to run the
Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Department!
My mother once said putting too much

food on a plate disheartens the appetite,
so I’m not going to overburden you with
my dozen reasons for supporting Earnell
Lucas for Sheriff.

Instead, I’m staying with the basic three ingredients my political nu-
tritionist told me makes for a solid meal.

In other words, here’s three reasons you vote for Lucas next Tues-
day:

Number one is the meat. Earnell Lucas is a good brother (and those
of you who know me, know I don’t wave that flag often).

Earnell is a Milwaukee native, attended MPS, played on our segre-
gated streets and attended church services by choice, versus by
parental dictate.

From solid family stock, and armed with time tested Africentric val-
ues and mores, he joined the police department not to exercise power
or feed his ego, but instead to serve this community.

Indeed, service has been the template of his career, the centerpiece
of the foundation he stands upon. It emulates from his family, culture
and religion. It is who he is.

His vast experience, education and expertise provides him with su-
perior credentials to become the next sheriff, and I have no doubt he
will not only improve community/policing relations, restore the trust
lost over the last decade with the insanity of David Clarke, but make
sure people on both sides of the bars will be treated with dignity and
respect.

I could go on and on about his resume and his record, but trust me,
he’s the real deal, and on top of that, you’ll recognize he comes to the
table without political aspirations or a hidden agenda.

Second: Acting Sheriff Richard Schmidt is a non-appetizing veg-
etable.

Lucas’ primary opponent runs ads declaring he’s for racial justice
and is “turning the page” from the reign of David Clarke, but that’s a
hard pill to swallow because he was a top lieutenant and did nothing
to derail the former sheriff’s incendiary policies which led to multi-
million dollar lawsuits, deaths of inmates and a dissolution of com-
munity police relations.

Either Schmidt was complicit, or complacent. And in either case,
that does not bode well for us.

Several people who served with Schmidt tell me he’s a nice guy with
conservative religious views that over the last decade have evolved to
the point of being extreme.

The Journal Sentinel has introduced some of those concerns, which
seem to be rooted in his religious orientation; conservative Christian
tenets, which are not consistent with the Black Progressive church phi-
losophy.

But what scares me most is that the same people who voted for Don-
ald Trump and who support his views today, seem to love Schmidt.

I don’t’ agree with the statement of a Black leader who described
the sheriff’s election as pitting Obama against Trump, but I do question
whether Schmidt is deceiving people by running as a Democrat. Ob-
viously, his views are not consistent with the Democratic Party plat-

form.
Lastly, there’s the starch. And for that carbohydrate, allow me to use

the race card since I haven’t “trumped it” (pun intended) much in the
last decade or so.

Earnell Lucas is a proud African American and if we’re serious about
building our community, providing a platform for Black leadership
and empowering our children with positive role models, we need to
support Lucas.

I have followed a philosophy of Black Nationalism most of my adult
life, so for me its automatic for me to vote for the brother in all cases
save when a White candidate’s philosophy is more in tune with our
agenda or a Black candidate is an “uncle by marriage”.

As the late Polly Williams once said, if all things are equal, go Black.
But, this is not a case where that slogan is apropos.

In the race for sheriff, Earnell Lucas is a superior candidate, who
happens to be African American.

His resume is more impressive, his links to the community stronger
and the cherry on the top of our evening desert is Earnell Lucas is a
brother, not just by color, but also by character.

Hotep.

What defines the Black community or the African American community?
Is it based on just having people of color living in certain area? Does being
the majority in an area give a certain group the right to demand respect for
their culture, homes or their presence? Am I wrong to say that we are still
being hood winked and bamboozled, after all these years we are still or back
to fighting the same fight our ancestors thought they had won?

We are still having to deal with high unemployment, mass incarceration,
drug epidemics, teen pregnancy, divided and or abandoned family structure,
neighborhood corrosion, poor education with no community control, and
what’s offered besides hope? Nothing. We’ve been brainwashed to accept the
worst.

I am at a point in my life where I am okay with having to be placed others
before me  daily. I work to better a city that’s numb to its surroundings. I say
wake up. Speak out. Let those that need to hear it, hear your voices. We must
began to make our own choices. We need community economic development.
We must be in control of our existence. It’s just the way life was meant. More
power to the people. 

Stop always being told what’s good and not good for you. Stop always ac-
cepting the other's plan over yours. Look at each design. Look closely to see
if and how it includes you. Today we are still the original people. We must
also stop our own people from giving our land and communities away. I am
not sorry for being who I am. Let's began rebuilding and re-marketing our-
selves. There’s too many people profiting off the Black community but the
Black community. Black community, guess what ? It’s our fault. Remember
only we can save us. Only we can turn things around so that our worlds reflect
us. Love is in action. Trust in one's self.

—Torre M Johnson Sr/XMEN UNITED LLC

URBAN MYDIALOGUE
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

Only we 
can save us!

Screen Time VS Book Time:
When to Put the
Device Down

It’s 2018 and just like the year has changed, so have
times, tools and gadgets. The things that were hip, cool and
convenient 10 years ago, no longer accommodate the fast
paced world today. Television shows, fashion styles, and
even music is different and speaking of hip, cool and con-
venient, the way we occupy our children in spare times has
also changed. 

A recent study by mobileinsurance.com has revealed that the average per-
son spends 90 mins a day on their phone. That figure may not sound like a
lot but that amounts up to 23 days a year and 3.9 years of the average person's
life is spent staring at their phone screen.-Mobile Statistics. While on the
other hand, HumanitiesIndicator.org reported that Americans age 15 to 44,
spent only an average of seven to twelve minutes reading per day.

We know that children are like sponges and have a tendency to do exactly
what is being exposed to them on a daily basis. So, imagine waking your
child up for school, dressing them and sending them to school only to read
for twelve minutes per day. The concern would not only be why are they
spending so little time exercising the brain, but more so, what else is being
done during the remainder of the day? Are they on cell phone and tablet de-
vices? Would you not worry about the learning and how/if your little one is
being educated?  

While we have zero intentions of stagnating the brains of our future, it is
imperative to pay close attention to how much time is spent on technology
devices. Also, it is important to remember that what you do, your child may
not be too far behind. If you’re having trouble encouraging you’re little one
to read, try some of the ideas found from Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta to
get ideas on how to do so: 

• Create a reading culture at home. Make books easily available throughout
the house; read to small children regularly; let your kids see you reading for
fun; talk about the books you’re reading over dinner. Some parents also have
success hosting book clubs at home for older kids and teens, with snacks,
games and discussion around a shared book. 

• Don’t be picky about what your kids choose to read, as long as it’s age-
appropriate. Whether it’s a novel, a comic book, a magazine or an e-book on
a tablet – letting your child choose something she finds interesting or engag-
ing makes reading feel less like a chore or assignment and more like fun. 

• Make an event out of trips to the library. Just like you would a birthday
party or the playground, help your child learn to associate going to the library
with fun and play. Bring snacks; try out story times at different locations; let
her roam up and down the aisles; help her sign up for her very own library
card.

• For older kids and teens, connect reading to your teen’s tech-savvy. You
can do this by encouraging your child to blog about what she’s reading. You
can also help her find age-appropriate online reading groups and book clubs
that she can participate in. If she’s not interested in lugging around another
book in her backpack, show her how to download books on a tablet or e-
reader. Introduce her to books that are related to some of her favorite movies. 

Remember, you are the prime example within your child’s life. Be sure to
lead, guide and perform in ways that your child will be in an environment of
growth and knowledge. —Paishance Welch

MILLENNIALMAGIC
By Paishance Welch

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt
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year old shot on 34th Street. In order for our children to
thrive in an environment of security free from fear we
must right the ship. Illegal drugs, shootings, prostitution,
crime and a lack of community pride fuel a violent tur-
moil. 

No longer can we sit and wait for others to rescue us.
We must take the helm and accept responsibility. Our
young people must understand that street violence is not
a game to be played, but is real life and the consequences
of poor decisions cannot be reversed as in a board game.
A get-out-of-jail-free card does not exist in real life. We
do not get to do do-overs. We get one life. That is all.
What we do with it is up to us.

It is up to us as a community to provide guidance and
direction to our children. We cannot abandon them. We
must make available positive alternatives to the allure of
the much romanticized “street life.” This means that our
community must reject any and all negative behavior
claimed as an inevitable part of daily life. 

Similarly, we have to reject being afraid in our homes,
on our streets or in our neighborhoods. These are our
streets and belong to our community. We must define the
quality of our lives by requiring acceptable behaviors.

Let us never forget how our parents and grandparents
marched and fought for us to be able to live, eat and play
wherever we want. So fear not, we are coming back. We
as a Community are on the rise. 

We will reach the success that we all envision. We is
the operative word. It will take all of us. It will take us
not being afraid of our children. It will take us overcom-
ing deep differences with the police and picking up the
phone to report negative behavior. You are not a snitch
when someone displays disrespect for the neighborhood
in which you or they live. It will take all of us becoming
politically involved and engaged. It will take us ALL
BEING ACTIVE, not just meetings and loud talk when
the microphones are on, not allowing our youth and
young adults to terrorize our elderly, not waiting on
someone to come save us from us. 

We all know the history of what got us in this situation.
We can’t go back and change any of that, but what we
can do is make a decision, as a community, that we just
won’t accept it anymore. I’m sick of it. I know my senti-
ments are echoed throughout this great community of
ours. I hear it every day. So I beg of all of you to volun-
teer for an organization that is in these streets doing the
work. Donate your time and money to these organiza-
tions. Start or join a block club. Start or join a neighbor-
hood watch. We have to all look after each other. We
cannot wait on the promise of prosperity in all areas. We
have to seize the moment. 

“WE” have to be the shift in the wind.

“A Shift in 
the Wind”
Icontinued from page 5)
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We once again congratulate
our 2018 Year of the Child

Honorees and thank YOU, the
community, for your 

continued support and 
readership! From the publisher
and staff of YOUR Milwaukee

Community Journal!
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bishop to be installed 
Kalahari Resort and Convention Center in Wisconsin
Dells, Wis.  She assumed office July 1 and succeeds the
Rev. Mary Froiland who served as bishop from Septem-
ber 2013 through June 30, 2018.  

Prior to becoming bishop, Thomas-Breitfeld most re-
cently served as an intentional interim pastor for Atone-
ment Lutheran Church in Beloit and has also served as
pastor of several congregations in Wisconsin including
Gethsemane Lutheran Church (Brookfield), Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church (Waukesha), and Cross Lutheran
Church (Milwaukee)

She currently serves as the co-chair of the Task Force
on Women and Justice, ELCA; the Executive board of
the Women of the ELCA; and the South-Central Synod
of WI Racial Equity Team.  

She served for six years on the board of Trustees (Gov-
ernance Com) of the Mission Investment Fund as well as
the ELCA Representative to the Illinois Synod Candidacy
Team.   

She has served communities through her work on the
Ethics Committee of the Community Memorial Hospital
in Menomonee Falls, the Campus Ministry Board (Mil-
waukee), the City of Brookfield Police Department as a
volunteer chaplain, Resident Chaplain at St. Luke’s Hos-
pital in Milwaukee and served as a board member of both
the YWCA and United Way in Waukesha county.

Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld is married to the
Rev. Fred Thomas-Breitfeld, pastor of Jackson Park
Lutheran Church, Milwaukee.  They have two adult chil-
dren, Leota and Sean, two son-in laws, and three grand-
children.

(continued from page 4)

Now more than ever, youNow more than ever, you
must get out andmust get out and VOTE!VOTE! OnOn
August 14!August 14! Small electionSmall election

or or BIG ELECTIONBIG ELECTION, your, your
VOTE counts!VOTE counts!
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schools will be getting less in real dollars in the next two years
than a decade ago.

In her alternative budget, she eliminates corporate tax breaks
and cash payments and uses that money to pay for public educa-
tion. Vinehout’s alternative budget also includes replacing the
money Walker cut from the University of Wisconsin system over
his eight years in office and would invest an additional $100 mil-
lion in needs-based financial aid.

She also favors free tuition for individuals attending two-year
and technology colleges. However, Vinehout admits she favors
public education over choice and charter schools, saying she
would eliminate out-state (non-Milwaukee) expansion of both.

Representing a predominately White senate district doesn’t
mean Vinehout is naïve about crime and its correlation to race,
racism and racial equality. 

Vinehout says she supports community policing, keeping po-
lice officers in neighborhoods in which people know and respect
them, and that respect is returned by police. She believes former
President Barack Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing
was the key (and still is) to building trust between citizens and
law enforcement.

The gubernatorial candidate also supports a $15 an hour min-
imum wage, changing “Truth in Sentencing” standards, offering
treatment alternatives to prison, providing mental health serv-
ices, and expanding home ownership.

Asked if Wisconsin is ready for a woman governor, Vinehout,
who is one of two women running for the state’s chief executive
position, and one of several women running for the top state of-
fice across the nation, hopes people judge her on her experience
and character, not her gender.

“I’ve been dealing with issues in a man’s world as a legislator
and farmer. I’ve been elected three times, and I’m the first
woman from a rural western Wisconsin district to be elected to
public office.”

In other words: she’d hit the ground running as the state’s next
governor.

(continued from page 2)

Kathleen
Vinehout

Evan Kern, former President and
Operations Officer of the Milwaukee
Youth Falcons (MYF) Organization,
has taken on the responsibilities of
serving as President and League Op-
erations Officer of NCSL.

Evan has years of overseeing foot-
ball operations through his sound
leadership, dedication to goals, and
ensuring involvement with other ac-
tive elements within the organization.
He brings a wealth of experience to
his new role including his back-
ground in positive enrichment, team
building, multi-sport skills, and lead-
ership development.

Evan has been a multi-sport stu-
dent athlete since the age of 5 where
he started as a peewee for the Mil-
waukee Falcons organization. Play-
ing youth football in the NCSL
afforded him the opportunity to per-
sonally develop on and off the field;
academically, physically, mentally
and emotionally. 

Following his 8 years of skill de-
velopment and personal growth
through the NCSL, Evan went to
play football at Marquette University
High School. 

During the summers, Evan would
volunteer as a summer coach prepar-
ing camps with other volunteers;
along with leading conditioning,
training, and mentoring opportunities
with younger players. 

In 2007, Evan made his leap into a
collegiate football career at Texas
Christian University where he earned
his Bachelor’s degree in Economics
and Spanish. Then in 2013, Evan re-
turned to Milwaukee to become the
youngest President and Operations

Officer for the Milwaukee Youth Fal-
cons Football and Cheer Organiza-
tion. 

As the new President of the NCSL,
Evan looks to bring a sense of com-
munity to our neighborhoods through
building character within youth
sports. His goal is to also develop our
local parks into safe grounds for our
youth while creating pockets around
the city where youth can be chal-
lenged and receive support where
needed. Evan looks forward to col-
laborating with local businesses and
organizations whose missions mirror
that of NCSL. 

One of Evan’s favorite quotes for
continuous motivation in working
with the community is by Erma
Bombeck, which reads:, “when I
stand before GOD at the end of my
life, I would hope that I would not
have a single bit of talent left and
could say, I used everything you gave
me.” 

Evan Kern assumes role of president
and operations officer of NCSL

Evan Kern

Lt. Gov. candidate 
Mandela Barnes launches
TV ad ahead of the August
14 Democratic primary

A new television advertisement from
the Mandela Barnes for Lt. Governor
campaign hits the airwaves this week.
The ad will begin airing on Thursday,
August 9th and will run through pri-
mary day, August 14th. Watch the ad
here.

“Mandela Barnes grew up in a proud
union family and understands the im-
portance of having strong unions in
order to sustain and grow Wisconsin’s
middle class.

In the Assembly, Barnes prioritized
working class issues like creating fam-
ily-sustaining jobs, investing in our neighborhood public schools and ensuring
Wisconsin families could have affordable health care -- and we are confident he
will do the same as Lt. Governor. 

With just six days remaining before the primary, it's more important than ever
that Wisconsinites hear his message of opportunity and his vision for our state,"
said Phil Neuenfeldt, President of the Wisconsin State AFL-CIO.

“Over the past 7 months, our campaign has traveled across the state to share a
vision of expanding opportunity for all Wisconsinites. We all deserve good paying
jobs, quality and affordable healthcare, clean air & safe drinking water, and great
schools for our children. In these final days before the primary, we need to get
this message out to every corner of the state so that Wisconsin knows what we’re
about -- and gets out to vote on August 14th,” Barnes said.

Mandela Barnes
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