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Linda Brown, who as a Kansas girl
was at the center of the landmark
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that
struck down racial segregation in
schools, according to a CNN report.
She was 76.
The Brown decision paved the way

for Milwaukee’s desegregation law-
suit, which was resolved in 1976
when Judge John Reynolds man-
dated a plan to “desegregate” the
Milwaukee Public Schools. The Mil-
waukee case was handled by Lloyd
Barbee.
Her father, Oliver Brown, tried to

enroll the family in an all-white
school in Topeka, and the case was
sparked when he and several black
families were turned away. 
The NAACP’s legal arm brought

the lawsuit to challenge segregation

in public schools, and Oliver Brown
became lead plaintiff in the 1954
Brown v. Board of Education deci-
sion by the Supreme Court that
ended school segregation.
Sherrilyn Ifill, president and direc-

tor-counsel at NAACP Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund, Inc.,
said in a statement that Linda Brown
is one of a band of heroic young peo-
ple who, along with her family,
courageously fought to end the ulti-
mate symbol of white supremacy —
racial segregation in public schools.
“She stands as an example of how

ordinary schoolchildren took center
stage in transforming this country. It
was not easy for her or her family,
but her sacrifice broke barriers and
changed the meaning of equality in
this country,” Ifill said.

Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel of
Topeka confirmed that Brown died
Sunday afternoon. No cause of death
was released. Funeral arrangements
are pending.
Her sister, Cheryl Brown Hender-

son, founding president of The
Brown Foundation, confirmed the
death to The Topeka Capital-Journal.
She declined comment from the fam-
ily.
The landmark case was brought

before the Supreme Court by the
NAACP’s legal arm to challenge
segregation in public schools. It
began after several black families in
Topeka were turned down when they
tried to enroll their children in white
schools near their homes. 
The lawsuit was joined with cases

Black Marchers
See Gun Violence
Differently
WASHINGTON -- Adia Granger knows
gun violence intimately.  The 16-year-old
lives in Baltimore, the city with the high-
est murder rate of any major city in
America.
Of the 343 people killed in Baltimore last year, 295 died by gunfire, more

than New York City or Los Angeles, cities with more than 10 times Balti-
more’s population.  Gun-related deaths accounted for 88% of the city’s homi-
cides.  
Many of the victims were young.  Markel Scott, 19, shot six times. Steven

Jackson, 18, shot in the head.
Shaquan Raymone Trusty, 16,
shot multiple times in the
upper body. Tyrese Davis, 15,
and  Jeffrey Quick, 15, shot in
same neighborhood within
blocks of one another.   
Adia’s own cousin was shot

while walking home from
work.  Like her cousin, most
all of them victims were
Black.
Their deaths were the reason

she and a group of classmates
from Western High School
were among the more than
800,000 who rallied in the na-
tion’s capital to demand more
action to deal with gun vio-
lence.
“I came here to represent

Baltimore,” Adia said.
Adia was among several bus

loads of students sent to the
march by Baltimore Mayor
Catherine Pugh. For them, gun
violence is not new. It is a
longstanding issue.
Adia, a high school junior,

joined the national movement
for gun control sparked by the
Parkland shooting by march-
ing out of her school in March,
Like many other protestors,
she said she wanted the federal

PULSE
OF THE
COMMUNITY
Photos and question 
by Yvonne Kemp
QUESTION OF QUESTION OF 
THE WEEK: THE WEEK: 
““What areWhat are
your plansyour plans
for thefor the
Easter Easter 

holiday?”holiday?”
“Helping
youth at
church pre-
pare break-
fast for
sunrise serv-
ice starting at 4 a.m., then
brunch with family.”

CHAD 
JOHNSON

“I will be
attending
church this
Easter. I
also would
be spend-
ing time with my family
and friends.”

SETH
BROWN

“For Easter,
I plan to at-
tend church
Saturday
evening. I
will spend
Sunday R-E-L-A-X-I-N-G!
There will be a long week
ahead.”

MARY LEACH-
SUMLIN

“For
Easter, I
plan to be
at home;
me and
God.”

SHENISE
DAVIS

By Alexa Spencer, Howard University News Service

(continued on page 4)

Adia Granger, far right, and scores of Baltimore students came
to the march on buses sponsored by Baltimore Mayor Catherine
Pugh. Spencer said her cousin was shot while walking home
from work.—Photo by Alexa Spencer, HUNS

Foundations for Freedom, Inc. held its annual FashioinWalk at Leader Luxury, 6770 N. 43rd. St. Youths and celebrity
models, survivor leaders, and local models participated, wearing the designs of noted local designers. There were
also several vendors selling a variety of items from food, coffee, juice and clothing. The theme of the event this year
was: “It Takes A Village to End Sex Trafficking.” The organization exists to strengthen women and girls, reduce vulner-
abilities, and eradicate human trafficking through education, awareness, advocacy and prevention.—Kemp photos

You can activate justice
reform by voting on April
3, political activists say. 
“We can’t complain
about being treated un-
fairly in the court system
if we don’t vote,” said
Travis Clark, vice presi-
dent of an African Ameri-
can conservative
consulting firm. 
Clark believes if African American

voters mobilize and participate in
every election, justice reform would
become a non issue. 
Turnout is important on election

day. Regardless of zip code, Wiscon-
sin residents should have trust in
elected officials. African Americans
will represent just two percent of reg-
istered voters for next week’s elec-
tions. 
There are a number of African-

American organizations concerned
about the Black experience but are
not placing an emphasis on the up-
coming election. It is surprising that
Black Lives Matter isn’t pushing for
a bigger turnout on April 3. 
There should be concern in the

African American community for
who is elected to the Wisconsin
Supreme Court. Diversity is critical
at this level. 

State Rep.Young
stripped of 
legislative 
assignments,
staff sanction for
attempting to ban
assault weapons
MADISON—

The Assembly
Democratic
leadership has
stripped state
Rep. Leon D.
Young of his
current commit-
tee assignments
and a part-time
staffer for, he
believes, his “in-
sistence in advancing a floor amendment
banning assault weapons.”
His effort occurred during an extraordi-

nary session on school safety legislation.
His attempt was thwarted on a parliamen-
tary ruling, as being non-germane.

(continued on page 4)

Rep. Leon Young

Ignite Justice 
Reform through
African American
Engagement 
By ERICKA OLLIE

(continued on page 5)

Consultant Travis Clark and Rico Love. Clark is encouraging vot-
ers to reform the justice system with their votes.

Linda
Brown, the
“BROWN”
in Brown
v. Board of
Education,
dies at 76
Linda Brown

Photo courtesy of CNN (continued on page 5)

Dana World-Patterson, founder of Foundations for Freedom, Inc., with youth who
participated in the FashionWalk.

World-Patterson
comforts a sur-
vivor of sex traf-
ficking after she
gave her testi-

mony. Models showcase the latest fashions of local designers.

FashionWalk 2018!
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Reduce the risk of lead exposure in
women, infants and young children
By Kisha Shanks, Chief Exec. Officer, Infinite Family Solutions LLC
We’ve all heard the
news headlines regarding
our lead contaminated
drinking water here in
Milwaukee. Lead is a
toxic metal that is easily
absorbed into the body
when ingested. 
We are exposed to it

through our drinking water,
soil, air, paint and even
household items such as mini-
blinds and toys from stores
such as Dollar Tree. 
While this is a serious matter

that affects the entire population,
the impact that a lead crisis has on
women of childbearing age, in-
fants and young children is quite
significant. Because small chil-
dren learn by putting things in
their mouth, their risk of poison-
ing is exponentially higher. On an
empty stomach, infants and chil-
dren can absorb 5 to 10 times
more lead than adults.
At elevated levels, lead can

negatively impact birth outcomes,
cause hyperactivity in children,
delay growth and cause a myriad
of behavioral and cognitive issues. Lead poisoning is nearly impossible to detect without testing and the
effects are irreversible and life-lasting. While we have no control about the lead pipes within our water
distribution system or products being manufactured with lead, there are several proactive measures that
families can take to reduce their risk of lead poisoning.
Our biggest exposure to lead is currently through water. Make sure to use filtered or bottled water for

drinking and cooking. It is important that families get a water filter that is certified to remove lead
(NSF/ANSI 53). Families with lead service lines AND small children, pregnant or breastfeeding women
in the home qualify for a free water filter from the City of Milwaukee Health Department. 
To find out if you qualify, please call 414-286-3521. If you are unable to obtain a water filter that is cer-

tified to remove lead, always use bottled water or cold tap water. NEVER use hot tap water to cook with,
drink or to mix infant formula. Heat increases lead content in water, so boiling water prior to consuming
will not remove lead.
Another source of lead exposure comes from chipping paint in and around your home. This is critical

because even outdoors, chipping paint can broken down into dust, contaminate soil and make its way into
your home, covering your fixtures, window sills and baby items. Again, there isn’t much that can be done
about chipping paint, but how you clean it up is what makes the difference. Never sand, scrape, burn, dry
sweep or vacuum chipping paint as it puts lead dust and fumes into the air. 
Clean painted surfaces and window sills with soap and water, using a paper towel. Paper towel is sug-

gested because it can be thrown away. Using an old towel will reintroduce and spread lead contaminants
to your home when they are washed. 
Once cleaned, it should either be painted over, or a sealant used to create a barrier against further chipping.

Lastly, eat well and regularly. Foods fortified in iron and vitamin C can help lessen the absorption of lead
into the body. For more information on this topic, visit www.isavebabies.com.

“At elevated levels, lead can nega-
tively impact birth outcomes,

cause hyperactivity in children,
delay growth and cause a myriad

of behavioral and cognitive issues.
Lead poisoning is nearly impossi-
ble to detect without testing and

the effects are irreversible and life-
lasting.” 

Your, Not So 
Terrible Two, Child 
We have finally made it through the
first year of your child’s life. As much
work put in to get to this point, you
must know that the hard work hasn’t
even begun. 24-month-old babies, also
known as “Terrible Two’s,” brings
about another world of attentiveness,
love and double the affection. 
Unlike newborns and 6 month-year-olds, two year olds

tend to be a bit more busy and energetic. Cognitive and
motor functions, at this point, are now double what they
were. 
Children begin to experience emotion at this stage. So,

things may become a little more dramatic around your
house as your child journeys through this stage. Pouting,
crying, laughing and smiling are all a part of being a
healthy baby. 
One thing that parents must also get used to, is not run-

ning to your child to eliminate the sadness every time it
comes about. This is the perfect time to start teaching
your little one that it is ok to be unhappy sometimes.
Rushing to eliminate your child’s every cry, will eventu-
ally send the wrong message. 
At around two years of age, a child should be able to

have enough balance to jump up, with both her feet leav-
ing the ground. She can climb a staircase holding onto
the railing, using one foot at a time. She can make scrib-
bles (straight lines) holding a pencil. 
She may not have a preference for either the right hand

or the left hand at this age, or she may start to favor one
hand over another. 
She can feed herself pretty well now, getting most of

the food in her mouth, but she is by no means a neat or
willing eater. She can stack a tower of blocks pretty high
-- at least eight to ten blocks.
"Encourage your child to achieve her physical devel-

opment goals by playing with her," says Brenda Rogers,
M.D., a general pediatrician at Children's Mercy Hospi-

tals and Clinics in Kansas City, Missouri. "Go outside
and play ball. 
Hop around the yard or play follow the leader, encour-

aging your child to perform new physical activities. The
park is a great place to socialize and let your child see
other children performing new activities. Just be creative
and have fun!"
When it comes to the behavior of your child at this age,

there are certain behaviors that should be expected. We've
all heard of the terrible twos and it seems like the most
stress that will come from your two-year-old, will be
when they don’t get what they want or if they experience
anything not pleasing to them. This often results in a
tantrum. 
Tantrums can be a headache, but they're normal for this

age group and a part of the process of your child trying
to become independent and testing boundaries, mainly
yours.
According to research scientist, Jessica Mercer Young,

Children at this age typically engage in parallel play,
playing next to another child, but they're also becoming
more socially interactive, so it's important to let your
child engage with other kids, says Jessica Mercer Young,
Ph.D., a research scientist at Education Development
Center in Newton, MA. 
"Children at this age may also really enjoy playgroups

centered on music or gross motor activity. Sharing is, of
course, tricky at this age as 2-year-olds have difficulty
taking another child's perspective. 
Modeling sharing and taking turns, pointing out when

you share and take turns, and when others share and take
turns, may help your child to learn these important social
actions." 
Children at age two can also imitate their parents. "This

is a great way to have your child help clean up!" says Dr.
Young. "They will imitate Mom or Dad picking up toys
and putting them in a bin." In addition, they will mimic
your words (so watch your language!) and other your ac-
tions, so if your child sees you being kind to others, he is
more than likely to follow suit.
—Paishance Welch

The Little Fiddlers, led by its founder Sherice Holliman (third from right, front row) pose with members of the Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. at the 13th annual Edward W. Smyth Talent Hunt, held recently at All Peoples Church, 2600
North 2nd St. Little Fiddlers is a children’s group designed to enrich children’s lives through music. It not only provides
violin training, but also exposes students to various genres and styles of music. Holliman said her goal is to introduce
and provide exposure to the violin and the benefits that evolve from learning a musical instrument. The instrumental
group is posing with other performers who participated in the talent hunt.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Aspiring little fiddlers
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When we were kids,
many of us dreamed of
becoming explorers, cur-
ing a loved one’s disease,
or inventing the first car
that could fly. 
I used to dream about being a

search-and-rescue pilot who could
help people who were in trouble. The
great thing about being at a univer-
sity is that we help dreams become
realities.
At the University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee, our students learn right
away how research leads to discov-
eries and solving problems. 
UWM is one of the nation’s top

115 research universities, and we are
the state’s only public, urban, re-
search university. 
As a public university, we are

unique in that we have a dual re-
search and access mission, offering
the greatest possible educational op-
portunities and support for all stu-
dents – not just those with resources.
Why does this matter?
As our city, state and nation face

crippling societal issues and an ur-
gent need to be more inventive,
UWM students from all walks of life
are working together with scientists,
researchers and organizations to cre-
ate solutions. 
This diversity of backgrounds,

thinking and life experiences brings
out ideas that change people’s lives.

There are many remarkable exam-
ples of how research and the people
of UWM are opening doors to possi-
bilities. 
You can read about them in our

new UWM Research magazine at
uwm.edu/uwmresearch, and I’ll
share a few stories with you here.
Undergraduate student Nisrit

Pandey remembers frequent power
outages in his childhood home in
Nepal. 
His family wanted to try solar pan-

els but learned that buying them
would eat up almost 60 percent of the
household income. 
A desire to solve this problem is

what inspired Nisrit to work toward
an engineering degree that would
teach him how to identify reasonably
priced alternative energy solutions
for people who live in developing
countries.
A group of faculty, staff and stu-

dents is working on how virtual real-
ity can transform education, and one
of their projects helps you better un-
derstand astronomy. 
Their Dark Side of the Moon vir-

tual reality simulation helps explain
the highly complex physics behind
the different phases of the moon. 
The simulation virtually puts peo-

ple into space and lets them move the
moon around. 
Controlling the mechanics in this

way makes the topic far easier to un-
derstand.
Chia Youyee Vang was a Hmong

refugee from Laos who came to the
United States with her family when
she was 9 years old. 
Today, she is a senior UWM ad-

ministrator and a professor of history
who, through her research, is among
the world’s leading experts on
Hmong refugees. 
Chia’s personal refugee experience

made her want to learn more about
the lives of displaced Hmong people
worldwide. 
Her research sheds light on ways

that people manage to survive and re-
build their lives after being forced
from their homes and countries. 
Eugene Cherry, an undergraduate

student, is researching how to better
diagnose and treat diabetic retinopa-
thy, a common complication of dia-
betes that affects the eyes and can
cause blindness. 
He works directly with a professor

who is among the College of Nurs-
ing’s community-engaged health re-
search scientists. 
This is a great partnership for Eu-

gene, who wants to further his re-
search so that it helps inner-city
populations. 
I encourage you to visit us, either

in person or online at uwm.edu, to
learn more about what your personal
discovery can be. 
There are extraordinary things

happening at UW-Milwaukee, and
our dedicated faculty and staff can
help you identify and achieve your
dreams.

Chancellor 
Mark Mone 
emphasizes 
why UWM 
research 
matters
By Mark A. Mone
Chancellor, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee



April is Distracted Driving Aware-
ness Month.
Distracted driving, pursuant to the

Wisconsin Department of Trans-
portation, can include activities such
as:
• eating a meal while driving
• searching for items in the glove

compartment box 
• using a cell phone
• fiddling with the radio or naviga-

tion system
• talking to people in your vehicle
• drinking a beverage
• combing your hair while staring

in the rear-view mirror, etc.
These activities and others are con-

sidered distracting because they im-
pair a driver’s abilities, one’s
attention is focused everywhere ex-
cept on the road, and is simply cate-
gorically dangerous.
Research by the National Highway

Traffic Safety Administration  in its
most current stats noted that in 2015
alone, distracted driving claimed
3,477 lives and 391,000 persons
were injured in motor vehicle crashes
involving distracted drivers.
Texting while driving, however,

has been identified as the most
alarming distraction. 

According to the NHTSA, sending
or reading a text takes your eyes off
the road for 5 seconds. When you are
driving at 55 mph, that’s like driving
the length of an entire football field
with your eyes closed. 
Texting while driving poses such

an enormous risk for everyone on the
roadway that Wisconsin has passed a
state law that bans texting while driv-
ing. 
Wisconsin’s law forbids driving

“any motor vehicle while composing
or sending an electronic text message
or an electronic mail message.” 
Wisconsin’s law banning texting

while driving allows enforcement of-
ficers to stop motorists suspected of
this offense alone.
Texting is not just a problem

among young drivers, as early as
2006, and well before texting had be-
come mainstream in the U.S., the
Pew Research Center’s Internet &
American Life Project reported that
more than a quarter of adult cell
phone owners felt their cell phone
had at some point compromised their

driving ability. 
In that survey, 28% admitted they

sometimes did not drive as safely as
they should while using their mobile
devices. 
When it comes to teens, texting

has become the preferred method of
communication with their closest
friends. The NHTSA notes that teens
were the largest age group reported
as distracted at the time of fatal
crashes. 
“Many teens understand the risks

of texting behind the wheel,” said
Amanda Lenhart, co-author of the
Teens and Distracted Driving report,
“but the desire to stay connected is so
strong for teens and their parents that
safety sometimes takes a backseat to
staying in touch with friends and
family.” 
Beloved, the bottom line is texting

and driving is dangerous for both

teens and adults, for the experienced
and inexperienced driver. 
Results from scientific research

have validated the notion that texting
while your vehicle is in motion is un-
safe and extremely hazardous.
If that text just cannot wait, do

yourself and others on the road a
favor and park the car before reading,
sending or responding to a text. Let’s
share NHTSA message that if:
U DRIVE
U TEXT
U PAY
The writer does not assume responsi-

bility in any way for readers’ efforts to
apply or utilize information or recom-
mendations made in these articles, as
they may not be necessarily appropriate
for every situation to which they may
refer. 
If you would like to contact Rev. Lester,

write to her c/o P.O. Box 121, Brookfield,
WI. 53008.
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Community invited to
share stories, learn
about other faiths at
final ‘Circles of Faith’
set for April 15
Members of different religious faiths
and backgrounds will have an oppor-
tunity to share personal stories and
traditions of their faith at the third
“Circles of Faith” community dia-
logue.
“How much do we really know about
other religions and beliefs? Circles of
Faith will provide a welcoming envi-
ronment to share stories and get a
deeper understanding of other reli-
gious backgrounds in our commu-
nity,” said Julie Bunczak, program
manager for Wisconsin Institute for
Public Policy and Service, which is
coordinating the three-part discus-
sion series that will be held at North-
central Technical College in Wausau.
“At our first two dialogues, we had
lively and engaged community mem-
bers from several faith traditions,”
Bunczak said. “We’re hoping to hear
from more people on April 15.” You
did not have to attend the first two di-
alogues in order to participate in the
upcoming discussions. Members of
different religious faiths will share
personal experiences, stories and tra-
ditions of their religion, and encour-
age talk about commonalities of
religion.
Trained facilitators and religious
leaders will lead the small-group dis-
cussions. The remaining topic for
discussion will be:
Sunday, April 15 – Tell a story about
a positive experience with someone
of a different faith or belief tradition.
The dialogue will last from 2-3:30
p.m. in the school cafeteria at NTC.
Circles of Faith is free and open to
the public, and members of all beliefs
are encouraged to attend.
To register, go to wipps.org/cof3.
While registering ahead is welcomed
for planning purposes, people may
also come the day of the event.

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford 

& Frazier

In Loving Memory

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sin-
cere concern at your time of need. Offer-
ing pre-need, at need and after-care

services to families in Milwaukee, Racine,
Kenosha and other communities 

throughout our state.

RELIGIONRELIGION

By Rev. Judith T.
Lester, B.Min., M.Th.

Biblical
Counseling
for Today’s
Christian
Family

April 15 is 
Distracted Driving
Awareness Month

government should do more to address the issue.
“It’s unacceptable what is going on,” Adia said, “and Congress has not done

anything about it.,”
Adia was many black citizens that were present to protest not only against

mass shootings, but also police brutality and gun violence that plagues neigh-
borhoods of color.
Frederick Shelton, 43, stood aside the packed streets, holding a sign that

read: If the opposite of pro is con...what is the opposite of progress?”
The message of his sign, Shelton said is “We’re not moving forward.”
“It’s just a matter of time before any of us get shot, because our federal

government is not doing anything,” he said. “We’re all just sitting around
waiting for the next mass shooting. It could be you. It could be me. And that’s
a horrible way to live.”
Shelton teaches English as a second language to immigrant students in

Washington.   He said his students are uniquely affected by gun laws and said
he participated in the march to make their lives better. He suggested the fed-
eral government reserve guns for military personnel only.
“I believe that there is no place for guns in our society,” he said. “Guns are

for the military.”
Tameka Garner-Barry, 38-year-old mother of three, brought her sons, 2, 5,

and 11, to the march to “reclaim” their schools and their community. Her chil-
dren, though young, have recognized the problem and wanted to be at the
march to speak out.
“These are issues and concerns that they’ve had, so it’s only right that they

come out and voice their opinions and let their voices be heard,” Garner-Barry
said.
Standing at his mother’s hip, 5-year-old Bryson chipped in his feelings.
“I feel like people have to stop the violence,” he said, “because people are

getting hurt.”
Garner-Barry said she wanted to see the removal of guns from the streets

and heightened security in school.
“I want Congress to know that we do control the vote, and that we take

these issues seriously,” she said, “and I want the NRA to be dismissed alto-
gether,”
Nia Smith, 21, a graduating senior film production major at Howard Uni-

versity from Chicago, was also at the march. 
Chicago had the highest number of murders two years in a row.    In 2016,

771 were killed.  The number declined to 650 murdered in 2017, still higher
than the number of murders in Los Angeles and New York City combined.
“Gun violence has always been a part of my life,” Smith said. “I have had

family members that I’ve lost to gun violence.”
Though the march addressed gun violence, including some speakers who

talked about gun violence against African-American men and women, she
said she felt as though certain forms of gun violence, such as police brutality,
were overlooked by protesters because of class and race.
“They fail to see that gun violence is gun violence, period...the police and

the perpetrators of the classroom shootings,” Smith said.
To fully combat the issue, there must be support across racial lines, she

said.
“I don’t think they should be separated,” she said. “I think white people

should march the way they marched today for the Black Lives Matter move-
ment. They all died the same way. They all died by a bullet.”

Black Marchers
See Gun Violence
Differently
(continued from front page)

“It’s a very sad commentary that political calculations, or politics, always
seem to trump sound public policy decisions in this body,” said Young in a
statement reacting to the sanctions.
“In the wake of the Parkland shooting and the national March for Our
Lives demonstration this weekend, when if ever, is the right time to debate
this critical public safety issue on assault weapons?
“The residents in my community, who I represent, have identified this par-
ticular issue as a major cause for concern to them,” Young asserted.
“Here’s a sobering and shocking fact to consider: Since 1980, approxi-
mately 630,000 American citizens have been killed on the streets of Amer-
ica as a result of gun violence.
“To put that number in a different context, that’s more people than soldiers
killed in all the wars of the 20th century. This notion that guns don’t kill
people is patently false and completely ridiculous.”

State Rep.Young stripped
of legislative assignments,
staff sanction for attempting
to ban assault weapons
(continued from front page)

“FAITH CAN
MOVE 

MOUNTAINS!”
—Matthew 17:20

“This is my comfort, my consolation and
my breath of fresh air in the midst of my de-
pression and loss, Your Word nourishes
and repairs me, it revives my life and your
promises restore me and make me whole.”

—Psalm 119:50 (Verses for Loss, courtesy of
ALOVEWORTHLIVINGFOR.COM)
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES
Parenting:
What is 
Your Style?
For approximately 75 years, researchers

have been investigating how individual differ-
ences in general parenting practices might in-
fluence child development. The studies focus on
how parents do, rather than what parents do. 
As described by Developmental Psychologist,

Diana Baumrind, the four 
parenting practices are authoritative parent-

ing, permissive parenting, uninvolved parenting
and authoritarian parenting. 
When researchers studied a group of pre-

school children, they discovered multiple sets of
different behavior within the group. The chil-
dren who were said to have been assertive, self-
reliant, self-controlled, and affiliative, were
associated with parents who have an authorita-
tive parenting style and children who were dis-
contented, withdrawn, and distrustful were
associated with the parenting style of authori-
tarian. 
These results derived from a pool of 110 chil-

dren, who were rated by the preschool teacher
and a psychologist. They were children who
scored the highest or lowest on two of five di-
mensions and showed similar behavior in the
classroom as well as in other experimental stud-
ies. The parents were also analyzed. The con-
clusion of their parenting style, in addition to
the studies from the children, were formed from
home observations, laboratory observations,
and parent interviews.  
The two most commonly known styles are,

authoritative and authoritarian. 
Authoritative: Authoritative parenting is

when parents are highly responsive and set
high demands for their children. The child is
centered in everything and the parents are ac-
tively involved. They tend to every need of the
child, emotionally, physically and even men-
tally. Parents who are authoritative always have
the upper hand and are no strangers to disci-
pline and punishment. 
Authoritarian: Authoritarian parents often

have low responsiveness. They are usually dis-
tant and disconnected with the child’s emotional
needs. Parents with this parenting style have

I finally received my DNA report
from 23andMe. It confirmed what I’ve
been assuming my entire life…. hold on
to your seats, and take a deep breath:
“I am Black!”
Well, not 100%. Few African Ameri-

cans can lay claim to that unique attrib-
ute. The overwhelming majority of
captive Africans brought to America
have Caucasian blood in our veins as a
result of what today would be called
rape.
Few American historians will de-

scribe it that way. In fact, most totally
ignore the obvious—for obvious rea-
sons. But the evidence stares you in the
face (or mirror) by virtue of our brown
vs. dark chocolate skin.
But as the bigots use to say, one drop

of “black” blood…
Thus, by that racist paradigm, I’m

100% Black even though I have 18
drops of Caucasian blood in me.
(You never heard Barack Obama re-

ferred to as “white” even though he is
50% Caucasian.)
In any event, the extensive report dis-

closed that I’m 79.1% African, with my
most recent African ancestors’ coming
from, and maybe currently residing in,
West Africa.
My maternal roots can be traced

14,000 years to North Central Africa.
The report said my tribe, which proba-
bly spoke the Bantu language back then,
traveled to West Central Africa before
Yeshua (more commonly known as
Jesus Christ) was conceived.
My paternal link can be traced back

17,000 years to East Africa. Those an-
cestors migrated to Central and West
Africa. There is a significant probability
that they were Mandinka or Yorba.

They also migrated to West Africa,
which means chances are a male ances-
tor hooked up with a female ancestor
and their child wandered outside the
gates of the Wakanda village when a
slave trader captured and carried him or
her off to an earthly hell.
That ancestor probably spent a few

days in the Christian prison complex on
Goree Island, a holding facility off the
coast of Senegal that I visited many
years ago.
Of all my visits and explorations in

the Motherland, my trip to Goree Island
had the most profound impact.
Imagine a small clay hut with two

portholes for sunlight and air, crammed
full of captive human being. They were
packed like sardines, with no room to
turn or carry out normal bodily func-
tions.
As the curator explained, they were

forced to stand for days on end, in their
own ordure (I’m trying to keep this
clean).
Those who fell to the dirt floor often

died from suffocation.
The guide showed us a nearby dug

out no higher than three feet where they
put “disobedient captives,” forcing
them to squat down in humid conditions
so offensive they generally died within
24 hours.
He then took us to the Catholic

Church several hundred feet away
where the slave catchers would go to
pray after they raped the good-looking
women and whipped the men into sub-
mission or unconsciousness.
Most of the touring party were so

angry we collectively spat on the floor
and pulpit and cursed those who con-
ducted their evil trade, even though it

was condoned in the Bible and Koran
(read your scripture).
With tear stained faces we were led

through the “tunnel of no return” that
led to the dock where those who sur-
vived torture and rape were loaded for
their life altering journey to the Ameri-
cas.
You could literally feel the reverber-

ations of horror, trepidation and fear that
those brothers and sisters felt as they
looked over their shoulders knowing—
or maybe not knowing—they would
never see their homeland or families
again.
Thus began our “Maafa,” our holo-

caust.
There are estimates that five to 10

million African bodies grace the At-
lantic Ocean floor. Millions either
jumped ship, killing themselves rather
than endure the indignity and horror of
slavery. Millions more died in the horrid
conditions of the ships, some of which
carried biblical names, like the Jesus
(how ironic—or maybe profound—is
that?)
I didn’t need a DNA report to reveal

my ancestors survived. But the report
did confirm that my American citizen-
ship might have been an accident, as the
slave ships docked wherever the slave
market was most profitable at the time
throughout the Caribbean and Central
America. Which means my favorite
food could have been Callaloo or Ackee
and salt fish instead of collard greens
and smoked turkey.
Most importantly, my being here to

write this column is a byproduct of my
ancestors’ ability to survive the worse
form of slavery known to mankind.
Chances are he bit his big lip (he

could do little else) as his mate was
raped or tortured. Wow.
I can vote next week because he was

strong enough to endure working from
“can’t see to can’t see.”
I can read an African fairy tale to my

granddaughter and grandson this week-
end, or tell them stories about who and
what we are because that ancestor had a
belief in a god (called Nyame or maybe
Yala), who would not “create an obsta-
cle too great to conquer”.
Some, who believed they were the

original Hebrews, may have assumed
they were being punished for the trans-
gressions of their ancestors, who mi-
grated to West Africa in 70 AD to
escape Roman persecution.
On the brighter side (pun intended),

the 18% Caucasian in me includes a lit-

tle of everything including British,
French and Scandinavian.
I am two percent Ashkenazi Jewish,

which probably explains why I like
kosher food.
There’s some Asian in me, a comfort-

ing thought because I’m short and enjoy
martial arts (although the warrior blood
is predominantly African).
I also have a drop of Native American

blood in me, although not enough to get
a pension from one of the casino own-
ing tribes.
But I am mostly African. Or maybe

an African stepchild, an orphan in
search of my ancestors, and for a home
I can call my own.
I need to connect to the source of my

essence, the place where Yahweh or
Nyame originally placed the seed from
whence I sprouted.
When I visited the Motherland many

years ago, we had the opportunity to
stay with a family in Senegal to learn
and observe first-hand what we missed,
and what was taken from us.
I left the country hungry for some-

thing I couldn’t explain other than to say
I held a gnawing feeling in the pit of my
soul that could only be fulfilled through
knowledge of where I came from and
who I really am.
As I have gotten older, that hunger

has grown to the point of starvation.
Time is running out, as I’ve confronted
this overwhelming desire to ascertain
my linkage, my parents, who have their
roots in the “Motherland.”
What was her name? Was it Nigeria?

Or Kenya? Or maybe Dakar?
But this wasn’t the Maury Show. And

there was no declaration that “she is
your mother”.
And what about my ancestral father?

Was he a warrior? Or an artisan? Or
maybe a king!
Maybe my bloodline runs to Amen-

hotep, the world’s first genius who
taught math, medicine and astrology
from his classroom in Kemet.
Most Black Americans claim the con-

tinent as our mother. We are not Ghanan
American, or Senegalese American. We
are African American, which not only
identifies us as having roots in the Gar-
den of Eden, but it also implies we are
culturally naked orphans, or stepchil-
dren, who can’t speak our native lan-
guage, identify with a specific tribe or
even know the proper name of our God.
The slave traders and bigots who kept

us enslaved under threat of the whip,
mutilation or death, stripped from us our
language, culture and religion. And they
mixed us up as part of a coordinated
scheme to intermingle bloodlines.
They made sure we couldn’t commu-

nicate with each other,  or keep alive the
stories of our history and culture the
Griots and parents passed on from gen-
eration to generation.
And to top it off—the crème de la

crème—they raped our women—our
mothers—diluting our essence and si-
multaneously emasculating our men,
stripping from them their roles as head
of household.
Few are brave enough to call George

Washington or Thomas Jefferson
rapists. But by my definition and end re-
sult, that’s what they were, along with
the hundreds of thousands of “good
Christian slave owners” who forced
themselves on African women, who
they viewed as animals, sub-human
chattel. (I guess that meant they were
into bestiality.)
Fortunately, we came from strong

stock. My ancestors suffered the indig-
nities, the inhumanity of American slav-
ery, which is considered the worst
institution known to mankind.
But still they survived.
It is on their shoulders that I stand

today. I am, as I read somewhere, the
descendent of the African they didn’t, or
couldn’t kill.
But I will not be whole until I find out

who they were and what I am.
Thus, this limited information from

23andMe directs me on what path to
take, but it does not go far enough. I can
ascertain a link to many relatives, but
not my “Papa” or “Nana” from cen-
turies past.
My family has traced my father’s an-

cestors back to the late 19th century. My
brother has similarly traced my
mother’s ancestors to a free Black
woman in the late 18th century who
moved with her children from the east
coast to what was then called the Mis-
souri territory.
I want to go further, to build a bridge

back to the source.
It may sound like a morbid thought,

but I have told my children I want to be
buried in the Motherland, to complete
the cycle (they will have to come up
with the cash for that). Hopefully, that
won’t be for a while, and in the interim,
I hope to quench my hunger by finding
out where that will be. And who will at-
tend the homegoing.
Hotep.

Only but a
Dream: A
System Not
Broken 
It’s not impossible to have both, no system

in place as well as a broken system
Our broken system is that we have no sys-

tem in place to effectively deal with our daily
issues and crisis’. Our broken system is built
on ignorance, with the thought of just looking
the other way and thinking that somehow,
our problems will eventually fade, disappear
or fix themselves. 
Now, I am not saying that there’s not a

person, or people, in Milwaukee that’s work-
ing towards the betterment of our people, be-
cause they are.
It’s just that many work in silos that won’t

allow them to accomplish their goals to the
fullest and that only causes pain, not relief.
The system that I refer to, that doesn’t

exist, is the one that allows everyone to have
the same opportunity towards survival. This is
the system that is needed to be in place so
that every child can grow up with proper edu-
cation, great health, and loving parents the
system in which a brother knows that it’s
okay to love and respect, not only his woman,
but also his children and that other brother.
We have no effective system in place to police
ourselves, no accountability councils in our
everyday personal surroundings and lives.
Our broken system is our “today’s lack of

trust.” It is also a system where everyone is
out for the buck and it makes our ability to
quickly give up easy and guess what? It
hurts. 
It hurts to witness our strengths crumble

behind different types of power struggles. It
hurts being told that we are winning but at
the same time the dream continues to disap-
pear. 
We are so lucky to have the ability of be-

lieving. Peace.
The system that’s needs to be built the

most is one with collaborate intelligence for
our future existence.

Torre Johnson Sr./ XMEN
UNITED LLC

Ignite Justice Reform through African American Engagement 
The additional diversity can help

Supreme Court Justices as they try to
understand how their decisions im-
pact everyday Americans, particu-
larly those in urban communities.
Moreover, Justices with diverse
backgrounds who are elected will
have broader experiences that would
assist in breaking down barriers to
ensure the civil rights and liberties of
the people are protected.
African-Americans are uniquely

positioned to have their voice heard.
In the current environment, they are
empowered to request both political
parties to listen to their damages,
concerns and suggestions. African-
American engagement could trans-
form the voting landscape in
Wisconsin. 
Earlier this week, Clark stated that

if African-American voters become
less predictable, they will be harder

to poll by polling companies. Case in
point, both Supreme Court candi-
dates have yet to connect with urban
voters. 
Their faith has been placed in the

polling companies. Clark under-
stands the time to shake things up re-
garding voter turnout is now.
Clark’s unique strategy is designed

to reach urban voters. He creatively
fuses the worlds of hip hop and vot-
ing to increase awareness and voter
engagement. 
“I go places republicans do not or

are scared to explore,” he mused. On
March 16, rapper Lil’ Boosie was in
Milwaukee performing at the River-
side Theater. 
Clark asked the rapper to engage

his fan base and encourage them to
vote on April 3. “It’s important that
someone like Lil’ Boosie get in-
volved,” he added.  
In 2010, Boosie had a personal en-

counter with the American justice
system. 
He was charged with murder and

faced the death penalty. Boosie was
acquitted on May 11, 2012 and
served 5 years on unrelated drug
charges. 
Like Boosie, many hip hop artists

have faced the justice system; their
lyrics often provide insight into this
part of urban/inner city life. “An in-
fluential artist like Jay Z could do
more to encourage urban voters to be
open to both political parties,” Clark
highlighted. 
Artists who bring hip hop to life

often highlight the struggle of grow-
ing up in a rough urban community. 
Therefore, when it is time to reach

back to these same communities
whether through concerts, sponsored
events or simply using their influence
to show up and rally fans, those same
artists should remember where they
came from and exercise their civic
responsibility to educate and inspire

their urban fan base when appropri-
ate. 
J. Cole, Chance the Rapper, David

Banner and Common are excellent
examples of hip hop artists who take
empowering messages back into
communities that may not be exactly
where they came from but are simi-
lar. 
While it is cliche, knowledge is

power. And armed with right infor-
mation, African-American voters
could transform the political land-
scape regardless of political party af-
filiation. 
Clark believes it is ridiculous for a

political party not to earn the
African-American vote. In 2016,
one-in-five African-American voters
were undecided. 
This trend left plenty of room for

both candidates to devise an ap-
proach to sway the undecided voter
population. 
During the 2016 election, the lib-

eral candidate chose not to visit Wis-

consin while the conservative candi-
date was in Wisconsin on four sepa-
rate occasions. During that time, the
message was positioned to African-
American voters as: What do you
have to lose, which prompted them
to consider what had been lost over
the years. 
Clark believes that the urban com-

munity needs to hear directly from
the ‘horse’s mouth’ regarding plans
and next steps. 
“I would agree President Trump

has yet to address the African-Amer-
ican population’s opportunities in
America. His ‘Pro America’ agenda
has not included the demographic
that helped build it,” Clark asserted.
April 3 is a prime opportunity to

change the perception of African-
American voters in Wisconsin and
begin to initiate justice reform. Clark
implores everyone to come out, raise
their voice, and make a statement by
showing up to the polls and casting
their vote.
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Linda Brown of “Brown v.
Board of Education” dies at 76
from Delaware, South Carolina, Virginia and the District
of Columbia.
On May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court ruled unani-

mously that separating black and white children was un-
constitutional because it denied black children the 14th
Amendment’s guarantee of equal protection under the
law. 
“In the field of public education, the doctrine of ‘sepa-

rate but equal’ has no place,” Chief Justice Earl Warren
wrote. “Separate educational facilities are inherently un-
equal.”
The Brown decision overturned the court’s Plessy v.

Ferguson decision, which on May 18, 1896, established
a “separate but equal” doctrine for blacks in public facil-
ities.
“Sixty-four years ago, a young girl from Topeka,

Kansas sparked a case that ended segregation in public
schools in America,” Kansas Gov. Jeff Colyer said in a
statement. “Linda Brown’s life reminds us that by stand-
ing up for our principles and serving our communities we
can truly change the world. Linda’s legacy is a crucial

part of the American story and continues to inspire the
millions who have realized the American dream because
of her.”
Brown v. Board was a historic marker in the Civil

Rights movement, likely the most high-profile case
brought by Thurgood Marshall and the lawyers of the
NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund in their
decade-plus campaign to chip away at the doctrine of
“separate but equal.”
“Her legacy is not only here but nationwide,” Kansas

Deputy Education Commissioner Dale Dennis said.
Oliver Brown, for whom the case was named, became

a minister at a church in Springfield, Missouri. He died
of a heart attack in 1961. Linda Brown and her sister
founded in 1988 the Brown Foundation for Educational
Equity, Excellence and Research.
The foundation says on its webpage that it was estab-

lished as a living tribute to the attorneys, community or-
ganizers and plaintiffs in the landmark Supreme Court
decision. Its mission is to build upon their work and keep
the ideals of the decision relevant for future generations.
“We are to be grateful for the family that stood up for

what is right,” 

(continued from front page)

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

Good news...I’M
(MOSTLY) BLACK!

(continued on page 9)



The Milwaukee Community Journal March 28, 218 Page 6



The Milwaukee Community Journal March 28, 218 Page 7



The Milwaukee Community Journal March 28, 218 Page 8



The Milwaukee Community Journal March 28, 218 Page 9

high demands with little to know support or encouragement. Studies have
shown that children who experience this kind of parenting often lack in
social skills. Being extremely strict and expecting children to follow all
rules, without allowing a fair chance for the child to communicate can
eventually lead to anxiety and severe behavior problems including de-

pression. 
There are two other parenting styles: The Permissive Parenting Style,

which is an extremely chill and careless approach. In this style, parents
are in fact, affectionate and loving. However, they are overly accepting
of their children's behavior, whether good or bad. Which could lead to
spoiled children. 

The last style is The Uninvolved Parenting style (often referred to as
neglectful parenting) as the name previews, the parent is totally inatten-
tive, unresponsive, and disassociated in their child’s life. It can only be
imagined the behavior issues and performance struggles in which the
child experiencing this kind of upbringing will face.
The way our children are being raised can affect them in more ways

than we could ever imagine. While reading this, were you able to relate
to any to any of the parenting styles? Maybe there was a little identifying
with all of the styles. While this is not fashion, it is definitely important
to know your style. As a parent, the number one influence in a child’s

life, you may be the best thing that has ever happened to them. You may
also be the very thing that is hindering them, as well. 
For more information on parenting styles visit:

https://my.vanderbilt.edu/developmentalpsychologyblog/2013/12/typ
es-of-parenting-styles-and-how-to-identify-yours/ 
With contributions from:
Stephen Walton © 2012: The positive parenting center & Thomas G.

Power: Parenting Dimensions and Styles: A Brief History and Recommen-
dations for Future Research

What’s your parenting style?
(continued from page 5)
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