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Lucinda Gordon,
founder of the Lady Pitts
School for unwed moth-
ers, the wife of Grant
Gordon, the first Black
principal of a Milwaukee
Public School; and a
noted figure on Milwau-
kee’s civil rights commu-
nity, died recently. She
was 101. 
Gordon was  a "drum majorette"

for justice and equality in the areas
of education, employment, and the
arts. She was small in stature but
great in terms of her intellect, energy and compassion for those who needed
a voice.
Gordon was the first female president of the Milwaukee branch of the

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).
During her presidency in 1957, she was responsible for bringing Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. to Milwaukee to speak. 
She  also worked for the Milwaukee Urban League during the year Wes-

ley Scott was the executive director. She headed up the department that
dealt with community relations. 
But Gordon is best known for establishing Lady Pitts. At the time the

school was established in the mid-1960s, young pregnant girls were not
allowed to attend public schools. Gordon believed that all children needed
to be educated including those girls who were pregnant. To deny them an
education meant the girls were doomed to a life of poverty and dependency. 
Many of the staff and guests who came to Bria of Trinity Village, a nurs-

ing home on the northwest side where Gordon was living at the time of
her death, expressed their gratitude to the education and civil rights trail-
blazer for the major contributions she made in their lives.
Gordon also blazed trails in the arts, initiating an arts group that became

responsible for promoting the importance of including African and African
American art at the Milwaukee Art Museum. 
Gordon was born and raised in Chester, Pennsylvania. She came to Mil-

waukee in the early 1940s to complete field work for a Master's Degree
from Smith College and was assigned to the Child Welfare Bureau. 

“This Fourth
of July I will
be spending
time with
family and
friends,
thanking God
for another blessing.”

Nobie 
Reed

“I will be cele-
brating with a
Milwaukee
Icon: Mrs. Carla
Allison, owner
of ‘The
Reader’s
Choice’ book-
store. She is holding her store
closing sale.”

Earl 
Stanley

“Mildred (my
wife) and I are
going to stay
home and
relax for the
Fourth of July,
and thank the Lord for our health
and strength.”

Ruben 
Harpole

“July fourth is my
birthday. So, my
sentiments are
more in line with
Frederic Douglass.*
For me, it’s a time
to enjoy life with
‘choice’ friends.”
*(Editor’s note:
Look up Frederic
Douglass’ famous speech, “What is the
Fourth of July to the Negro.”)

Carla 
Allison
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK:QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“What are your plans “What are your plans 

for the for the 
July Fourth holiday?”July Fourth holiday?”

Everyday, teenage girls
are being trafficked for
sex in all 72 Wisconsin
counties. Milwaukee, the
state’s largest city, has
the third highest rate of
trafficking in the United
States, according to a re-
cent study.

These were just two of the many
chilling facts shared by a panel of
women, some of whom are survivors
of human sex trafficking, during a
live radio broadcast about the epi-
demic that is plaguing the city’s
Black community. 
The four-hour panel discussion

was broadcasted from the Wisconsin
Black Historical Society/Museum by
radio station WRRD-1510 AM and
co-moderated by one of its talk show
personalities, Earl Ingram, and Dr.
Ramal Smith, a noted psychologist
and activist.
Some of the survivors have started

agencies to help eradicate the prob-
lem.
“Human trafficking shouldn’t be,”

said Dana World-Patterson, one of
the five panelists. She noted the av-
erage age for a sex trafficking victim
is 13, adding one known victim was
trafficked at age four by her father.
“It’s the eyes of the community

that will eradicate human sex traf-
ficking in our neighborhoods,”
World-Patterson said.
Another panelist, Chandra Cooper,

said the best defense against the sex
traffickers and predators who hide
behind computer screens and in

shopping malls is love. “Our children
need to be loved in the home.
“We must show our girls that we

love them. We must nurture, encour-

Faithe Colas of the Salvation Army and principal owner of
VonCommunications LLC thanks government and commu-
nity leaders, talk radio fans, friends and supporters of her
late husband Eric Von, legendary Black radio talk show
host at WMCS 1290 and WNOV 860, for attending a com-
munity fundraiser and kick-off of the WUWM Eric Von
Broadcast Fellowship in the rotunda at City Hall recently.
The fellowship will serve as an avenue for the next genera-
tion of broadcast journalists of color.--Kemp photo

Lucinda Gordon,
founder of Lady Pitts
School and civil rights
activist, dies at 101

NEW STUDY:Milwaukee’s 
minority residents who could
benefit most from biking 
and walking facilities 
disproportionately lack access
Rails-to-Trails BikeAble™ Study, “Reconnecting Mil-
waukee,” finds that two new trail projects could im-
prove biking and walking connectivity for more than
200,000 Milwaukeeans 
A new study released recently by Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC) found

that neighborhoods experiencing inequality in Milwaukee—those where a
concentration of the population lives under the poverty line, is unemployed,
does not have a high school degree, does not own a vehicle and is either
African-American or Hispanic—disproportionately lack access to biking and
walking facilities. The study, Reconnecting Milwaukee—A BikeAble™
Study of Opportunity, Equity and Connectivity, explores current access for
bicyclists and pedestrians to employment centers and schools as well the im-
pact that potential plans for new trails and biking facilities could have on the
city.

(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 2)

Student Minister Ava Muhammad,
the national spokesperson for the
Nation of Islam and its leader,
Min. Louis Farrakhan, was the
featured speaker during the
event. 

PASSAGES

Lucinda Gordon
Founder of Lady Pitts

By Dwayne X

(continued on page 2)

Panel discussion focuses on the
epidemic of human sex trafficking and
its impact on city’s Black community

Radio talk show personality Earl Ingram (far left) and Dr. Ramel Smith (not seen in photo) recently moderated a radio broadcast
panel discussion on human sex trafficking in Milwaukee and the state at the Wisconsin Black Historical Society/Museum. On the
panel were (in no particular order): Dana World-Patterson, Chandra Cooper, Bianca Williams, Annika Leonard and Samantha Collier.
--Photos by Dwayne X

Vincent Lyles (at podium), president and CEO of the Boys & Girls Clubs
of Greater Milwaukee, was joined by Mayor Tom Barrett (far right), Mil-
waukee County Executive Chris Abele (far left) and 300 young Club mem-
bers in thanking the city and its businesses for supporting its
fundraising campaign called, “A Club for Every Kid” at O’Donnell Park
near the lakefront downtown. Those in attendance then turned the city
blue by walking from the park through downtown along Wisconsin Av-
enue wearing blue T-shirts as a way of showing their gratitude. They
walked passed several businesses that had also “gone blue” to signal
their support of the Boys & Girls Clubs’ mission. --Kemp photo

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee
say thank you by turning the city blue!

Broadcast journalism program
named after Eric Von unveiled
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“Physical and social barriers to transportation have divided Milwaukee for
generations, isolating entire segments of the community from jobs, schools,
health care and other important destinations,” said Willie Karidis of RTC.
“Rails-to-Trails Conservancy’s BikeAble™ study found that an investment
in two specific trail projects has the potential to create new walking and biking
access for hundreds of thousands of Milwaukeeans. This could be life chang-
ing for those who currently have very few safe options for walking or biking
where they want and need to go.”
The “Reconnecting Milwaukee” study was done to better understand the

impact of connecting specific trail corridors as part of the Route of the Badger
project. The Route of the Badger—a trail-network-building project with a vi-
sion of connecting 500-miles of trail across Southeast Wisconsin—is one of
RTC’s TrailNation™ projects, which are focused on catalyzing the develop-
ment of trail networks nationwide, creating healthier places for healthier peo-
ple.
Key study findings include:
• In the north-central and south-central regions of the city, only 3 percent

of residents are within walking distance and 8 percent within biking distance
of a trail. These areas are predominantly African-American or Hispanic neigh-
borhoods and have higher concentrations of poverty, unemployment and zero-
car households.
• Across the entire city, access to trails is unequal. Eight percent of all res-

idents are within walking distance, and 24 percent live within biking distance
of a trail. In neighborhoods experiencing inequality, only 3 percent are within
walking distance and 8 percent within biking distance of a trail.
• Adding trail facilities along the 30th Street Corridor and Kinnickinnic

River Trail will significantly increase walking and biking access to trails.
Across the city, walking access would increase to 14 percent and biking ac-
cess to 59 percent. In neighborhoods experiencing inequality, walking access
would increase to 11 percent and biking access would increase to 66 per-
cent—increasing access to trails from 25,000 to 200,000 residents.
• Citywide, 59 percent of residents have low-stress routes within 2 miles

of critical destinations such as grocery stores, schools, libraries and hospitals.
Forty percent of residents have low-stress routes within 2 miles of an em-
ployment center.
“When grand visions like Route of the Badger are laid out, we cannot forget

to ask who will have access to these resources,” says Kate Nelson, chief sus-
tainability officer at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and a member
of Path to Platinum. “A powerful 500-mile trail network activates a commu-
nity and provides healthy, affordable transportation that can trigger opportu-
nities along its route. The BikeAble™ analysis completed through the Route
of the Badger efforts not only focuses on new miles of trail, but rather on who
has access to those trails.”
RTC’s BikeAble™ tool, which was used to conduct this study, is a GIS

modeling platform that analyzes the connectivity of a community to deter-
mine the best low-stress routes for bicycling based on geographic location,
access to key destinations and associated traffic stress. Low-stress routes are
ones with speed limits of 25 miles per hour or less and fewer than two lanes,
and which lack significant physical barriers such as highways where bicyclists
or pedestrians are unable to safely cross.
Visit RTC’s website to view the full study, Reconnecting Milwaukee—A

BikeAble™ Study of Opportunity, Equity and Connectivity. 

age and care for them, Cooper stressed. “The impact of sexual violence on a
person and the mental impact: the depression, the isolation--the broken state
of mind--is huge.”
The panel shared some of the teen girls who fall prey to trafficking had al-

ready been molested by a father, uncle, grandfather, or other adult who they
once trusted.
Panelist Bianca Williams said oftentimes, teen girls fall into the trafficking

trap after running away from home, or they come from dysfunctional homes.
“A lot of them are hungry and need a place to sleep. They aren’t thinking

about tomorrow,” Williams explained.
Williams said the community should encourage the youth to be the best

they can be. “We need to stop telling them what they can’t do and start telling
them what they can do,” said Williams to applause.
The other panelists were Annika Leonard and Samantha Collier.
Student Minister Ava Muhammad, the national spokesperson for the Nation

of Islam and its leader, Min. Louis Farrakhan, was the featured speaker during
the event. 
She told the audience America was built on human trafficking (the enslave-

ment of African people). 
“The integrity of the United States as a slave trade and slave holding (depot)

gives us an illusion of integration and if we don’t face up to it and keep falling
into it (the illusion), we will continue to suffer.”
Stating Black people must begin to “turn back to ourselves,” Muhammad

said we’re “not our natural selves. If we were, we would bring trafficking to
a halt.
“We got this way. Now that we know, it is incumbent upon us to take re-

sponsibility for it and correct it,” Muhammad said.

(continued from page 1)

City’s minority residents 
disproportionately lack access
to biking and walking facilities 

(continued from page 1)

Panel discussion held on
the impact of human sex
trafficking on community

Education, civil rights and
arts trailblazer Lucinda
Gordon dead at 101
While in Milwaukee, she met Grant Gordon, a First Lieutenant in the

segregated 320th battalion of the  United States Army.  These men distin-
guished themselves for their courage and bravery on the beaches of Nor-
mandy. Their task was to attach special balloons to bombs. 
Grant and Lucinda married April 15 1946. In 1955, Grant became the

first Black principal within the Milwaukee Public School System and also
the first Black administrator.
With the election of President Barak Obama in 2008, Gordon frequently

said she never dreamed she would live to see a Black man elected to be
President of the United States and constantly prayed for his safety and pro-
tection. 
Gordon often said she was a part of the generation that eradicated all the

barriers to employment, education, housing and other obstacles that hereto-
fore prevented Blacks from reaching their full potential. Those who loved
and knew her can only imagine how and what she would say about the cur-
rent state of affairs for Blacks in the United States today.
She was a long time member of Faith United Church of Christ and then

changed her membership later in life to Bethel-Bethany United Church of
Christ. 
The remembrance of her life will be celebrated on Saturday, July 8, from

10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Plymouth United Church of Christ, 2717 East Hamp-
shire St. The family requests donations in lieu of flowers to Bethel-Bethany
United Church of Christ at 2878 North 54th Street.

(continued from page 1)

Wisconsin U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin (fourth from the right) recently received  the Jack Ossofsky Award for Lifetime Achievement in
Support of Children, Youth and Older Adults during the Global Intergenerational Conference, co-hosted by Generations United and St. Ann
Center for Intergenerational Care. It was the 19th conference, hosting 280 attendees representing 12 countries. With Baldwin are (from left
to right): Stephanie Sue Stein, executive director of the Milwaukee County of Aging; Jatrice Martel Gaiter, executive vice president of external
affairs for Volunteers of America; Diane Beckley, chief operating officer for St. Ann Burcyrus Campus; Donna Buts, executive director of
Generations United; Baldwin, Una Van DuVall, St. Ann board member; Holly Davis, director of the Marcia Coggs Center; Santana Lee, a
caregiver. The theme of the conference this year was “Generations Remixed.” It’s goal was to spread the word and share information on
different policies and programs for different generations of people, particularly the elderly. --Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Sen. Baldwin receives award during intergenerational conference
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City’s minority residents 
disproportionately lack access
to biking and walking facilities 
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34,000 Black
Churches in 
America Send a
Stern Message To
The Government 
Of Qatar – Stop 
Persecuting the
People of Christ
Standing up for Christians
in Qatar, and Beyond
WASHINGTON, DC – The Na-
tional Black Church Initiative
(NBCI), a faith-based coalition of
34,000 Churches comprised of 15
denominations and 15.7 million
African Americans, has issued a
stern warning to the government
of Qatar concerning the persecu-
tion of Christians.
Rev. Anthony Evans, President of the National Black

Church Initiative said, “As a member of the African
American clergy and President of the National Black
Church Initiative, I have every reason to be concerned
with the fate of the Christian Church communities of the
Arab World. 
From Qatar to Iraq, these ancient churches have not

only survived through centuries of hardship, foreign in-
vasions, and domestic repression, they have also played
an important role contributing to Christian culture and Is-
lamic civilization.
‘“We are heartbroken to learn of the extent of the per-

secution of our brothers and sisters in Christ in Qatar,”
Evans said. “They are being treated as slaves. They are
being persecuted for their belief in Jesus Christ our Lord
and our Savior. They are being overworked, underpaid
and disrespected all at the same time.”
“The National Black Church Initiative will not sit by

quietly and allow this persecution to continue. We are or-
ganizing our churches across the country to contact their
representatives in Congress and we want the severest
sanctions against the government of Qatar, for the con-
tinued persecution of religious minorities simply because
of their faith,” said Evans
The National Black Church Initiative is concerned be-

cause we are an African American Church Coalition who
believes that our country, and the West in general, has, on
too many occasions, negatively contributed to the con-
flicts that are unsettling the Middle East today. We are
concerned lest we err again taking steps, out of blind ig-
norance, that would only make the regional situation
more volatile and precarious.
Given the unsettling hostilities of the Middle East,

Christian minority religious groups find themselves at
great risk. Caught in the midst of sectarian conflicts
brought on by war, occupation, repression, and severe so-
cial and political dislocation, Christian communities have
paid a terrible price, most especially in Qatar, and Iraq.
Whether forced to flee the violence of the civil wars that
have ravaged these countries, or expelled by Muslim
Brotherhood as part of genocidal “cleansing” campaigns,
the size of these once vibrant Christian communities has
been so depleted, that some rightly fear their extinction
in their homelands.
Since these ancient churches date back to the time of

Christ, it is inconceivable to imagine a Middle East with-
out Christian communities. In a real sense, what is at
stake is not just the survival of these important minorities;
it is the future of the region, itself. Intolerant and violent
extremist groups like Muslim Brotherhood, and their kin,
pose an existential challenge not only to Christians
Of course, given the horrific displays of violence and

intolerance in Qatar, the immediate question before us is
what is to be done now to defend Christians and other mi-
norities put at risk by the raging conflict. For several rea-
sons, we are participating in the International debate both
as concerned citizens as well as members of the National
Black Church Initiative.
We also acknowledge and also decry increases in in-

tolerance against Muslims. Just as it is important that we
be concerned not to allow the defense of Christians to
serve as a cover for the agenda of the war-hawks, we must
also not allow it to degenerate into Muslim-bashing.

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral Chapel

O’Bee, Ford & Frazier

Quality Service...
a tenured tradition

sincere concern at your time of need.
Offering pre-need, at need and
after-care services to families in
Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha

and other communities 
throughout our state.

In Loving Memory

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 
Racine, WI 53402

Telephone: (262) 637-6400
Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, 
Funeral Director

Symbols are widely used in all
walks of life as an instant means of
identification. Political parties use
them. Fraternal groups use them as
well as other organizations that pro-
mote clothing items and cars. 
Even Christianity is rich in sym-

bolism. We see them on pulpit furni-
ture, engraved in stained glass
windows or imprinted on pulpit robes
and stoles. 
Christian symbols have been used

for many reasons: as secretive signs
of recognition for the early church to
escape persecution; to help teach bib-
lical principles to those unable to
read; or to present a constant re-
minder of God’s divine omnipres-
ence throughout history. 
There are several symbols that em-

body Christianity and whose conno-
tation carries us beyond themselves
and ourselves and into the real union
and knowledge of things eternal and
divine. In this two-part series, this writer will highlight
two of these symbols, the Cross and the Fish.
The Cross
The Cross is the most identifiable emblem in the world.

It is synonymous with Christianity and symbolizes the
conquering death of Jesus Christ and quite naturally and
logically, the object of special respect and worship. 
It is emblematic of a death died under the greatest guilt

and the deepest curse. For the Christian, the Cross be-
comes the sign that Christ has borne the guilt and thus
paid the penalty for our sins.
Although there are several forms of crosses, it is gen-

erally accepted that Christ was crucified on the Latin
cross. 
The Latin Cross was adopted as the official symbol of

the Christian religion at the Council of Nicaea, convened
by Constantine in 325 A.D. It represents Jesus' sacrifice,
but since it does not show His body, it also represents His
resurrection. If shown with pointed ends, it represents His

suffering. With a black cloth drape, it
represents Good Friday, and the
death of Jesus.  Shown with lilies, a
crown, it represents the resurrection
and Jesus' victory over death.
During Christ’s earthy ministry, He

gave new meaning to the term
“cross”. On at least three occasions
Jesus spoke about the cross. On his
third tour of Galilee, 
He selected twelve disciples and

challenged them to take up His cross.
Christ said, “if any man will come
after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross (Luke adds,
“daily”), and follow me.” 
Here it becomes clear from the

analogy of carrying the cross, that
Christ calls upon believers to be
ready to sacrifice their selfish inter-
ests and daily to bear criticism, mis-
understanding and shame in their
service for Him, even as He did in
His life and death. (Matt. 10:38;
16:24-26.)

The Cross stands at the heart of Paul’s theology. It is a
symbol of the believer’s union with Christ and sharing in
a new divine life. In Christ’s death, the believer died in
Him to sin and to the world and now is to live, like Paul
who writes “I have been crucified with Christ and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me.” (Gal. 2:20.)
The preaching of the Cross makes human wisdom fool-

ish and it frees the power of God to save men and reveals
His infinite wisdom. (1 Cor. 1:24, 27.) The Cross makes
weak people strong and it breaks the spirit of the proud
and lifts up the meek and humble. (1 Cor. 1:25, 28.) Be-
cause of the Cross, God gives eternal life to those who
believe. The Cross, which to the world seemed proof of
defeat, became the means of victory. (Rom. 5:18, Col.
2:15.) (Sources: Theological Workbook, Word Publishing
and Wycliffe Bible Dictionary).
Interestingly, many Christians “sign” themselves with

the Cross, (finger tips to their forehead, then heart, right
shoulder, left shoulder, then heart again.) Legend goes

Minister Anthony Evans (foreground),
president of the National Black
Church Initiative with other ministers.

Biblical 
Counseling 
for Today’s 

Christian Family
By: Rev. Judith T. Lester,
B.Min., M.Th.

What Does It All Mean?
(Part 1 of 2)

(continued on page 7)

Brentwood COC to celebrate
75th anniversary July 15-20
Brentwood Church of Christ will celebrate its 75th

anniversary with five days of spirit-filled events. The
celebration will be held July 15-20 at the church, lo-
cated at 6425 N. 60th St. The theme for the anniver-
sary is: “We’ve Come This Far By Faith”--II
Corinthians. The theme encompasses the churches
faithful journey from its old 35th and Cherry location
to its present location.
The guest speaker will be Bro. Wesley T. Leonard

of Southside Church of Christ, Orlando, FL. For
more information, contact the church at 353-6757.

“But the
LORD
stood
with me &
gave me
strength.”
--2 Timothy 4:17

GOD BLESS
AMERICA!

As we anticipate the 4th of July, the family reunion and cook-outs in
the back-yard, the park or at the beach all come to mind. Fireworks
and memories of 4th of July’s past are all a part of this special day.
We hope you take a minute to pause and think about the wonder of
the country with all of its failures and short-falls and thank God that we
are America.   
The many terror events all over the world, the poisons of hate, divi-

sion, and distrust certainly make us anxious.  
Democracy is not perfect, it is fluid, rule by the majority and as such

there will always be citizens who are not aligned with the rules and
legislation of the whomever is in office. 
But overall our US democracy has prevailed for over two centuries

and the United States remains the greatest country of all, as con-
firmed by the number of immigrants and people desirous of living here
today.
We thank our veterans, the men and women who give their lives to

protect our country, protect our democracy and we pledge to increase
our sensitivity to those who have returned, many after violent wars
and dangerous encounters. 
Yet, too many have difficulty finding employment that secure their

families. It’s a travesty so many of the homeless, those seeking psy-
chological healthcare and drug-addiction cures, are our veterans. We
must do better.
And it is critical that the present administration and the dominant

party in control of all the mechanisms of this amazing country pause
and look not to their party, but to the strength of these United States.
We are stronger united--even when we differ--than we are fragmented
and oppressed and under-served and deficient.   
The current U.S Senate healthcare bill (now on temporary hold), is

myopic. It would hurt over 22 million people who are presently being
covered. The bill will penalize seniors who have helped to build this
country and put them at the mercy of individual states for care…not to
mention their children, many of whom are facing their own health chal-
lenges as they age. 
Some seniors would have no choice but to literally give up their

homes in order to receive the care they need, or remain in their
homes, without the medical care their health demands. The same
would be true for many children with pre-existing diseases.   
Senator Mitch McConnell and the GOP majority, YOU MUST DO

BETTER. Not just for Black, Hispanic and Native American communi-
ties, but for the voters who brought you into office. The coal miners of
Pennsylvania who suffer with black lung disease, they will be affected
in your current plan.  And millions upon million others as well.
President Trump campaigned that “Obamacare,” the Affordable

Care Act, must be repealed. Through Executive Order, he insisted that
those provisions be halted and new coverage be developed. Cover-
age that would not eliminate Medicare and Medicaid and Social Secu-
rity, he said. They are a costly safety net, but necessary when the
disparity between wealthy, the middle class and the poor is so diver-
gent.  
The wealthy are approximately 2% of the United States population.

We have to permit a trickling down, or some government funded pro-
grams to support the 98% of other citizens. The President, himself,
said the healthcare legislation created by the House of Representa-
tives was “mean.” In short, it did not take into consideration the mil-
lions of citizens who must have help with their healthcare.  
In the rush to satisfy the president’s campaign promises, and the

desire to show themselves as a strong, functioning executive branch,
we hope senate leader McConnell will look less at his party goals and
be a true statesman and seek ways to make the Affordable Care Act
workable for the long term. This country has overcome innumerable
challenges. We have prevailed, even with our undeniable differences.   
The underserved are real...it is neither Black, White, Red or Brown.

The underserved is now over 51% of the country’s citizens who must
have financial support in their medical care. 
So let the tenet, the value, the power and the respect of the Red,

White and Blue penetrate the minds of these auspicious elected offi-
cials in the House of Representatives, the Senate and the White
House this 4th of July. Remember what has made this country strong,
indivisible and evolving through struggle, dialogue, disagreement and
finally majority vote.  We must be a country of One. Happy 4th of July!
Make it safe and make it fun.  
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Health “reform,” Tupac, tight pants,
grass-less lawns, and germs

Take Responsibility
for Your Own Actions

A Generation’s Divide: How 
Millennials Differ From One Another

A few random thoughts to ponder over the holiday weekend as you wipe
the bar-b-cure sauce off your lower lips…
Is it any wonder that the average congressman can’t relate to our con-

cerns about Trumpcare(less), the seemingly inimical and possibly racist
health care proposal being shoved down our throats by the GOP (Greedy
Omnipotent Party)?
Our federal lawmakers—including Democrats—earn almost $180,000

annually, can retain outside employment and receive a per diem (not in-
cluding perks from special interests) to pad their income and influence
their votes.
Nearly half of them were millionaires before being elected, a fact that

puts a question mark behind their capacity—and willingness—to relate to
average Americans (those with household incomes of $56,355).
With the exception of Gwen Moore—(a former single mother who strug-

gled to stretch her welfare checks) none ever had to live the American
nightmare, making ends meet or worrying about whether to buy food or
pay the rent, one check from being destitute.
In fact, most of our lawmakers have spent their lives looking down at

the ants (and uncles) from their vantage point in corporate offices at the
top of Trump-like towers (pun intended).
Some pundits have questioned whether these elite demigods, who we’ve

entrusted to make decisions for the common man, are heartless, but the
truth is that vital organ is behind their wallets (and purses) and most simply
can’t relate (they can to special interests who fund their elections).
Most members of Congress and Senators are accustomed to being served

and serviced, and as lawmakers they continue to be pampered, put on a
pedestal, and probably have never talked or associated with the working
class folks for whom they make life altering decisions.
And believe it or not, most Democrats are equally arrogant and self-

righteous, even if they wear different costumes when they go “trick or
treating” for votes.
Remember, when it comes to healthcare, Democrats talked a good game

about Obamacare—touting it as the best thing since Perkins’ collard greens
and corn bread—but as soon as it was signed into law, they ran to President

Barack Obama and asked for an exemption from it.
And Obama was quick to sign an executive order allowing his knights

and bishops to opt out.
Thus, are you surprised these upper, upper middle class “public servants”

can’t understand the frustration of the 55-year-old $60,000-year wage
earner who hasn’t recovered from a 50% premium increase last year, and
now faces the possibility of being phased out under the GOP plan?
I’m only stupefied that they are now even remotely concerned about the

public response to their actions. They obviously assumed those who voted
for Donald Trump were too stupid, too racist or too self-absorbed to figure
out that the light at the end of the tunnel was an on-coming train.

****
Who are the THOTS employed as “decoys” on the Maury Show? And

should they be classified as Hoes? I mean, what’s their job? Isn’t it to entice
the dumb men with sexual advances, to get them to take off their collars
and act like the puppies we already assumed them to be?
Everybody and their mama’s sister know it’s a set-up, but the fools fall

for it every time. Makes for good reality TV.
The NAACP is undertaking a national listening tour to ascertain how to

make the organization more relevant. To be honest, I doubt very seriously
if what they hear will influence the civil rights organization’s policies or
agenda.
If they call me (I’m a member) I would suggest three changes, starting

My mom always asked, “What did you do?” I would have to explain that
when trying to defend my actions, it’s clearly easy to point the finger and
blame the other person for the recklessness. It is important to know that
every reaction has consequences. 
Whether we accept them with open arms or not, our actions in this day

and time go unchallenged. No matter what happens, we are the victims
holding on to our ancestral excuses. 
No child should be beaten, especially girls by boys. Then again, no child

should be voluntarily entering an alley or any street to fight each other ex-
pecting the outcome to be beautiful. It’s just dumb. 
Then there’s the outrage on social media as if these types of occurrences

don’t take place daily. Maybe I am seeing them because I am out there be-
fore and not afterwards.
Now we have young children being killed by someone their parent should

have never trusted. It’s either that or there’s the reckless act of leaving
drugs around or even a gun that's loaded. One child killed it’s sibling. An-
other killed its mother. Wow, that is such a cold accident and it’s all because
someone made a poor decision. 
Let’s not forget to mention the tragic police shootings, the ones in which

the outcome can be based on each victim’s decision. We were taught if you
live by the sword you will die by the sword, no if, and or butts. In life, we
often get out what we put into it with no regrets. 
It seems like these days everyone will help immortalize you like any

other ‘wanna be celebrity,’ you become more important dead than you ever
were alive.

“What did you do?,” Mom would ask knowing that first things first, if my
action led up to what happened, she wouldn't address it accordingly. Most
of the time her ruling was against me and she would be right. I started it
and had got some time. I had gotten more than I asked for.
I truly believe we, as community, most hold everyone accountable for

their own actions equally. If we want fairness we must first began to be fair.
If the children trashed the man’s store to the point where he believed he had
to shoot in the air, who checked the children? No one. That's one reason
they will continue to do what they do. 
I know tough love is hard, especially for many non-profits. Check a child

the right way and your numbers begin to dwindle. Learning should be fun,
but in a hard knock life, lessons must be learned. Dreams must be earned.
We must stop acting as if we are protecting. We must stop acting as if we
are concerned. Stop working for both sides.  
--Torre M Johnson Sr / XMEN UNITED LLC- President 

Neil Howe and William Strauss are credited with coining the term ‘millen-
nial.’ According to Howe and Strauss anyone in this generation is often said
to have been born between the years 1982 and 2004. 
While individuals that fall in between those birth years are considered mil-

lennials, the ‘older’ millennial generation sometimes find it hard to relate to
that of the ‘younger’ millennial generation, some even disassociating them-
selves with the term as a whole. While it is true millennials differ in age, could
it be that there are, in fact, two types of millennials?
It wasn’t until the beginning of this year that I was introduced to the word

‘millennial.’ Before January 2017, I had no idea what it was or who would
fall in that category. Some would say I live under a rock. Others would declare
my findings as being late to life. Whatever the term, I have learned so much
about my generation and I am still learning new things every day.
There is an interesting split between old and young millennials. And ac-

cording to Jean Twenge, a social psychologist at San Diego State University,
older millennials born before or during 1986 have a totally different way of
viewing the world. In reference to the financial crash, older millennials were
affected in a way that younger millennials were not.
"Early millennials grew up in an optimistic time and were then hit by the

recession, whereas late millennials had their worldview made more realistic
by experiencing the recession while during their formative years," Twenge
explained. 
This one event has contributed to specific differences between older and

younger millennials that are often analyzed by researchers. For example,
Twenge found some evidence from survey data that younger millennials are
more inclined to act and be useful. Meaning millennials are more attracted to
jobs that provide consistent and steady work. This sometimes leads to them
working overtime with no problem. Older millennials on the other hand are

not as practical. They are more realistic towards the act of ‘working their lives
away.’ Meaning, they are not about that life.  
Younger millennials are reportedly the last generation to grow up without

the internet. Thus, the reason our generation is famously known for our non-
traditional, tech way of life. Gadgets galore and handheld devices right at our
finger tips day and night, the act of almost anything is now as simple as the
touch of a button. In comparison to older millennials, they barely even know
how to work snapchat. Already in their field of work and career focused, the
older bunch of our generation had been used to a life without smartphones
and technology, while younger generations were greeted out of the womb
with iPhones, iPads… iDiapers, if you know what I mean. 
That simple twist in the formation of our divided generation contributes to

the way we communicate, how we chose to date and many other aspects that
drive our lives. With that being said this extravagant generation is still one
that has not yet been completely unraveled. There are more things to learn

MILLENNIALMILLENNIAL
MAGICMAGIC
By Paishance Welch

URBAN MyURBAN My
DIALOGUE...DIALOGUE...
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

Racine
800 Barker St. 
Racine, WI 53402

Telephone: (262) 637-6400
Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, 
Funeral Director

(continued on page 7)

Symbols are widely used in all
walks of life as an instant means of
identification. Political parties use
them. Fraternal groups use them as
well as other organizations that pro-
mote clothing items and cars. 
Even Christianity is rich in sym-

bolism. We see them on pulpit furni-
ture, engraved in stained glass
windows or imprinted on pulpit robes
and stoles. 
Christian symbols have been used

for many reasons: as secretive signs
of recognition for the early church to
escape persecution; to help teach bib-
lical principles to those unable to
read; or to present a constant re-
minder of God’s divine omnipres-
ence throughout history. 
There are several symbols that em-

body Christianity and whose conno-
tation carries us beyond themselves
and ourselves and into the real union
and knowledge of things eternal and
divine. In this two-part series, this writer will highlight
two of these symbols, the Cross and the Fish.
The Cross
The Cross is the most identifiable emblem in the world.

It is synonymous with Christianity and symbolizes the
conquering death of Jesus Christ and quite naturally and
logically, the object of special respect and worship. 
It is emblematic of a death died under the greatest guilt

and the deepest curse. For the Christian, the Cross be-
comes the sign that Christ has borne the guilt and thus
paid the penalty for our sins.
Although there are several forms of crosses, it is gen-

erally accepted that Christ was crucified on the Latin
cross. 
The Latin Cross was adopted as the official symbol of

the Christian religion at the Council of Nicaea, convened
by Constantine in 325 A.D. It represents Jesus' sacrifice,
but since it does not show His body, it also represents His
resurrection. If shown with pointed ends, it represents His

suffering. With a black cloth drape, it
represents Good Friday, and the
death of Jesus.  Shown with lilies, a
crown, it represents the resurrection
and Jesus' victory over death.
During Christ’s earthy ministry, He

gave new meaning to the term
“cross”. On at least three occasions
Jesus spoke about the cross. On his
third tour of Galilee, 
He selected twelve disciples and

challenged them to take up His cross.
Christ said, “if any man will come
after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross (Luke adds,
“daily”), and follow me.” 
Here it becomes clear from the

analogy of carrying the cross, that
Christ calls upon believers to be
ready to sacrifice their selfish inter-
ests and daily to bear criticism, mis-
understanding and shame in their
service for Him, even as He did in
His life and death. (Matt. 10:38;
16:24-26.)

The Cross stands at the heart of Paul’s theology. It is a
symbol of the believer’s union with Christ and sharing in
a new divine life. In Christ’s death, the believer died in
Him to sin and to the world and now is to live, like Paul
who writes “I have been crucified with Christ and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me.” (Gal. 2:20.)
The preaching of the Cross makes human wisdom fool-

ish and it frees the power of God to save men and reveals
His infinite wisdom. (1 Cor. 1:24, 27.) The Cross makes
weak people strong and it breaks the spirit of the proud
and lifts up the meek and humble. (1 Cor. 1:25, 28.) Be-
cause of the Cross, God gives eternal life to those who
believe. The Cross, which to the world seemed proof of
defeat, became the means of victory. (Rom. 5:18, Col.
2:15.) (Sources: Theological Workbook, Word Publishing
and Wycliffe Bible Dictionary).
Interestingly, many Christians “sign” themselves with

the Cross, (finger tips to their forehead, then heart, right
shoulder, left shoulder, then heart again.) Legend goes

What Does It All Mean?

(continued on page 7)

GOD BLESS
AMERICA!

As we anticipate the 4th of July, the family reunion and cook-outs in
the back-yard, the park or at the beach all come to mind. Fireworks
and memories of 4th of July’s past are all a part of this special day.
We hope you take a minute to pause and think about the wonder of
the country with all of its failures and short-falls and thank God that we
are America.   
The many terror events all over the world, the poisons of hate, divi-

sion, and distrust certainly make us anxious.  
Democracy is not perfect, it is fluid, rule by the majority and as such

there will always be citizens who are not aligned with the rules and
legislation of the whomever is in office. 
But overall our US democracy has prevailed for over two centuries

and the United States remains the greatest country of all, as con-
firmed by the number of immigrants and people desirous of living here
today.
We thank our veterans, the men and women who give their lives to

protect our country, protect our democracy and we pledge to increase
our sensitivity to those who have returned, many after violent wars
and dangerous encounters. 
Yet, too many have difficulty finding employment that secure their

families. It’s a travesty so many of the homeless, those seeking psy-
chological healthcare and drug-addiction cures, are our veterans. We
must do better.
And it is critical that the present administration and the dominant

party in control of all the mechanisms of this amazing country pause
and look not to their party, but to the strength of these United States.
We are stronger united--even when we differ--than we are fragmented
and oppressed and under-served and deficient.   
The current U.S Senate healthcare bill (now on temporary hold), is

myopic. It would hurt over 22 million people who are presently being
covered. The bill will penalize seniors who have helped to build this
country and put them at the mercy of individual states for care…not to
mention their children, many of whom are facing their own health chal-
lenges as they age. 
Some seniors would have no choice but to literally give up their

homes in order to receive the care they need, or remain in their
homes, without the medical care their health demands. The same
would be true for many children with pre-existing diseases.   
Senator Mitch McConnell and the GOP majority, YOU MUST DO

BETTER. Not just for Black, Hispanic and Native American communi-
ties, but for the voters who brought you into office. The coal miners of
Pennsylvania who suffer with black lung disease, they will be affected
in your current plan.  And millions upon million others as well.
President Trump campaigned that “Obamacare,” the Affordable

Care Act, must be repealed. Through Executive Order, he insisted that
those provisions be halted and new coverage be developed. Cover-
age that would not eliminate Medicare and Medicaid and Social Secu-
rity, he said. They are a costly safety net, but necessary when the
disparity between wealthy, the middle class and the poor is so diver-
gent.  
The wealthy are approximately 2% of the United States population.

We have to permit a trickling down, or some government funded pro-
grams to support the 98% of other citizens. The President, himself,
said the healthcare legislation created by the House of Representa-
tives was “mean.” In short, it did not take into consideration the mil-
lions of citizens who must have help with their healthcare.  
In the rush to satisfy the president’s campaign promises, and the

desire to show themselves as a strong, functioning executive branch,
we hope senate leader McConnell will look less at his party goals and
be a true statesman and seek ways to make the Affordable Care Act
workable for the long term. This country has overcome innumerable
challenges. We have prevailed, even with our undeniable differences.   
The underserved are real...it is neither Black, White, Red or Brown.

The underserved is now over 51% of the country’s citizens who must
have financial support in their medical care. 
So let the tenet, the value, the power and the respect of the Red,

White and Blue penetrate the minds of these auspicious elected offi-
cials in the House of Representatives, the Senate and the White
House this 4th of July. Remember what has made this country strong,
indivisible and evolving through struggle, dialogue, disagreement and
finally majority vote.  We must be a country of One. Happy 4th of July!
Make it safe and make it fun.  

(continued on page 10)
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With the Fourth of
July right around
the corner, many
veterans with post
traumatic stress dis-
order are concerned
about fireworks.
While in service, soldiers are

exposed to gunfire, missiles, and
bombs that can go off at any
given time. 
Fireworks that go off unex-

pectedly can cause similar reac-
tions from veterans like Ray
Johnson.
"My neighbors do a lot of fire-

works and it can be triggering as
far as war goes," said Johnson.
"Most neighbors are not aware of

veterans that suffer from PTSD."
According to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Veteran Affairs, nearly
eleven to twenty percent of mili-
tary members who have served
or are currently serving will suf-
fer from this condition this year.
The booms, crackles, and

whistling that fireworks make
can bring up bad memories.
"We all have issues and it's

triggered by some things that
have happened to us in our past,"
said Johnson.
To help these veterans, the

Sumter Veterans Affairs office is
making signs to grab peoples' at-
tention.
Valerie Brunson with the office

believes it's important to realize
how much a concern this is.
"We hope that the community

will see the sign and give that
veteran and his family the re-
spect and the honor that they de-
serve," said Brunson.

In a village just outside Dakar,
Senegal, people wonder if the 8-year-
old girl who won’t talk and avoids
eye contact is bewitched.
In a Milwaukee high school, ad-

ministrators might think that the stu-
dent who routinely leaves the
classroom without permission is a
behavior problem.
University of Wisconsin-Milwau-

kee special education professor Eliz-
abeth Drame sees these children
differently. 
She’s conducted more than a

decade’s worth of research and inter-
views with parents, teachers and ad-
vocates for children diagnosed with
autism, emotional/behavioral disor-
ders and learning disabilities.
In evening courses with her special

education students – many of whom
are already classroom teachers –
Drame challenges long-held assump-
tions and biases regarding children
who have special needs.
“It’s beneficial to all of us to see

lives and circumstances not as ‘nor-
mal’ or ‘abnormal,’” Drame says,
“but to understand that there are dif-
ferent ways of being.”
Drame relocated her research from

Milwaukee to Dakar, Senegal after
being named a 2011 Fulbright Senior
Research Scholar. In Dakar, she eval-
uated education centers for children
with disabilities. She noticed that
autism seemed particularly challeng-
ing for educators and families.
“The teachers and administrators

were telling me: ‘We don’t know
how to understand the way these
children are, or what to do with them.
We don’t know how to talk to fami-
lies about the fact that their children
are not bewitched.’”
Her observations supported find-

ings from the African Child Policy
Forum: Africa faces a shortage of
trained and special education-certi-
fied therapists, physicians and educa-
tors. 
Rehabilitative services that are

provided weekly in the United States
might happen only two or three times
a year in a city like Dakar.
Services in the U.S. are more ac-

cessible, Drame notes, but barriers
still exist, particularly in urban com-
munities. 
For the one in 68 American chil-

dren who have autism, diagnoses can
be made as early as age 2 or 3. Chil-

dren of color, says Drame, might not
receive an accurate diagnosis until
much later.
To address these barriers, Drame

launched UWM’s Autism Spectrum
Disorders Certificate Program in
2010. Since returning to Milwaukee
in 2012, she’s prioritized working
with families of color who are often
shut out of policymaking and advo-
cacy efforts. 
She takes their concerns person-

ally, and they’re a big reason she
helped resurrect the now-annual Mil-
waukee Urban Autism Summit in
2014 with the Autism Society of
Southeastern Wisconsin.
Drame also teaches about the inter-

section of behavior, race and culture
to students like Jonathan Arens. A
special education teacher in Milwau-
kee who just completed his first year
in the classroom, he works with high
school sophomores diagnosed with
emotional/behavioral disorders –
EBD, for short – and other health im-
pairment, or OHI.
The EBD diagnosis is applied to

children whose behavior or emo-
tional responses deviate from estab-
lished norms, which affects their

ability to meet expected classroom
standards and behavior. 
OHI describes someone who does-

n’t fully respond to environmental
stimuli, possibly due to another
health condition like asthma or atten-
tion deficit disorder. Both conditions
prompt teachers and administrators
to create an individualized education
program or IEP, a legal document
that identifies a child’s learning
needs and spells out how those needs
will be met.
For Arens, Drame’s Behavioral

Supports class was a place to sift
through the delicate demands of his
new career.
“Dr. Drame’s class provides really

good cultural context – you need
context for everything you do as an
educator – for understanding what
services these students need to suc-
ceed.”
Arens is paired with another

teacher who writes and teaches the
lessons, while Arens makes sure all
students’ IEPs are precisely followed.
After two semesters with Drame,
Arens knows well her most impor-
tant advice for special educators:
“Behavior is a form of communica-
tion.”
It reminds him of a student who

sometimes left class without permis-
sion and was considered a behavior
problem. Arens stepped back from
the labeling and, over several
months, analyzed the child’s behav-
ior pattern, which was rooted in
being teased about reading difficul-
ties. 
Once the communication within

the behavior was found, Arens devel-
oped a plan to provide resources that
would improve the student’s reading.
Maybe that child will never read

easily. Perhaps the child will stop for-
mal schooling after receiving a high
school diploma. But Drame insists on
viewing children who have disabili-
ties through a wider lens.
“A child with autism, or who is de-

scribed as EBD or OHI, doesn’t need
to have their dignity and worth lim-
ited by what is considered normal,”
Drame says. “They need to be ac-
cepted and appreciated as human be-
ings with an exceptional gift.
Whether it’s a great singing voice or
an aptitude for programming, every
child has a gift within them that can
enrich our community and society.”

Perspective and policy shape 
education professor’s expertise 
By Angela McManaman

Liz Drame (right) teaches her UWM students – current and future educators, alike
– how to better serve their K-12 students who have special-education needs.  

In evening courses
with her special educa-
tion students – many
of whom are already
classroom teachers –
Drame challenges

long-held assumptions
and biases regarding
children who have spe-
cial needs. ‘It’s benefi-
cial to all of us to see
lives and circum-

stances not as ‘nor-
mal’ or ‘abnormal,’”
Drame says, “but to
understand that there
are different ways of

being.’”

Master
Lock, 

Brewers,
Brewers
wives and
Brewers

Community
Foundation
team-up to

build 100
bikes for
local kids 

MPS Superintendent
Chosen to 
Lead National 
Coalition of Urban 
School Systems 
Dr. Darienne Driver, Superintend-

ent of Milwaukee Public Schools, has
been named chair of the Council of
the Great City Schools' Board of Di-
rectors for a one-year term effective
July 1.
She will preside over the policy-

making body of the nation's primary
coalition of large urban public school
systems, succeeding Felton Williams,
a school board member of California's
Long Beach Unified School District.
"I am humbled to take on this lead-

ership position to help serve our coun-

try's young people in urban public
school systems," said Driver. 
"This is a critical time for public ed-

ucation and I look forward to contin-
uing the important work of the

Council of Great City Schools."
The 136-member board is com-

posed of the superintendent and one
school board member from each of
the 68 big-city school districts repre-
sented by the Council.
Superintendent Driver moves up to

the chair post after serving as chair-
elect. 
That position will now be assumed

by Lawrence Feldman, a school board
member of the Miami-Dade County
Public Schools.
"With energy and experience, the

Council's board is in capable hands
with Dr. Driver and her leadership
team. Our urban school reforms and
improvements will continue to ad-
vance under their guidance," says
Council Executive Director Michael
Casserly, who is beginning his 41st
year with the coalition and completing
25 years at the helm.

MPS Superintendent
Dr. Darienne Driver

Brewers’ slugger
Eric Thanes fin-
ished his bike be-
fore any of the
other Brewers,
much to the liking
of the smiling
youngster next to
him.

Katina Shaw, the Brewers’ executive director of community relations and two
representatives of Master Lock work on a bike for this little girl.

Keon Broxton holds up one the bike
he’s putting together with help from
members of the Master Lock and
the Brewers Community Foundation
for this eager young man.

Former Brewers great Larry Hisle and a Brewers
staffer about to take one of 100 bikes out of its box
to assemble.

Most of the Milwaukee
Brewers 25-man roster,
coaches, staff and Brewers
wives, recently partnered
with Brewers Community
Foundation, Master Lock
and kids from The Next
Door Foundation to build
100 bikes along the warn-
ing track at Miller Park. The
bikes were presented to
the children from The Next
Door Foundation. The bike
build was part of the Brew-
ers “Beyond the Diamond”
community initiative. The
program features a series
of outreach events that will
take place throughout the
season and is built around
partnership between Brew-
ers players, coaches,
alumni, Brewers wives and
team personnel working
hands-on in the commu-
nity. The bike build event
allowed children from The
Next Door Foundation to
have the same “first bike”
experience the adults in-
volved in the build had
when they were children.
--Photos by 
Yvonne Kemp

Fireworks a 
concern for 
vets with PTSD
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With the Fourth of
July right around
the corner, many
veterans with post
traumatic stress dis-
order are concerned
about fireworks.
While in service, soldiers are

exposed to gunfire, missiles, and
bombs that can go off at any
given time. 
Fireworks that go off unex-

pectedly can cause similar reac-
tions from veterans like Ray
Johnson.
"My neighbors do a lot of fire-

works and it can be triggering as
far as war goes," said Johnson.
"Most neighbors are not aware of

veterans that suffer from PTSD."
According to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Veteran Affairs, nearly
eleven to twenty percent of mili-
tary members who have served
or are currently serving will suf-
fer from this condition this year.
The booms, crackles, and

whistling that fireworks make
can bring up bad memories.
"We all have issues and it's

triggered by some things that
have happened to us in our past,"
said Johnson.
To help these veterans, the

Sumter Veterans Affairs office is
making signs to grab peoples' at-
tention.
Valerie Brunson with the office

believes it's important to realize
how much a concern this is.
"We hope that the community

will see the sign and give that
veteran and his family the re-
spect and the honor that they de-
serve," said Brunson.

and teach others in regards to the in-
credible amount of individuality our
group holds. So, as I learn, I will look
forward to sharing with you. Until
then live life to the fullest. Live with
no regrets and always stay true to
yourself.  This is Millennial Magic !-
-Paishance Welch, Millennial
Magic !

that early Christians did this as a se-
cret code to each other, to know they
were among friends. Today, it is a
public sign where the person says, I
believe in the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
(Next Month: Part 2-The Fish)
The writer does not assume re-

sponsibility in any way for readers’
efforts to apply or utilize informa-
tion or recommendations made in
this article, as they may not be nec-
essarily appropriate for every situa-
tion to which they may refer. This
information is for educational pur-
poses only. If you would like to con-
tact Rev. Lester, write to her c/o P.O.
Box 121, Brookfield, WI. 53008.Katina Shaw, the Brewers’ executive director of community relations and two

representatives of Master Lock work on a bike for this little girl.

Former Brewers great Larry Hisle and a Brewers
staffer about to take one of 100 bikes out of its box
to assemble.

(continued from page 5)

A Generation’s 
Divide

(continued from page 4)

What Does 
It All Mean?

Fireworks a 
concern for 
vets with PTSD

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Epsilon Kappa Omega Chapter, recently met with Ald. Milele
Coggs, Common Council colleagues and othe city officials at city hall to discuss various commu-
nity related topics. This year, Alpha kappa Alpha, the oldest Greek-letter service organization es-
tablished by African American college educated women with more than 280,00 members
worldwide, celebrates its 109th year of “serving all mankind.” The Epsilon Kappa Omega chapter
has a long standing history of fighting for civil rights and against social injustice, and remains fo-
cused on uplifting underrepresented individuals and families.--Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Alderwoman Coggs hosts women of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.-Epsilon Kappa Omega Chapter
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with providing branches with au-
tonomy.
As it is structured, local branches

have to follow the dictate of the na-
tional office, which is often out of
step and totally ignorant of local is-
sues.
Of course, that will be an effec-

tive structural change only if the
local branches champion projects to
empower their constituencies and
return to the vanguard of civil rights
struggles.
Secondly, the civil rights organi-

zation should disassociate from the
special interests that controls them
through funding and threats.
Let’s be honest y'all, the NAACP

is under the thumb of the Demo-
cratic Party, corporate funders and
unions—including the teacher’s
unions that dictate the organiza-
tion’s position on educational re-
form.
It is imperative that the organiza-

tion not only strive to empower
Black America, but do so from a
position of independence. It’s obvi-
ous you can’t bite the hand that
feeds you, nor can you play the race
card when it’s someone else’s deck.
Lastly, the organization must op-

erate from the philosophical posi-
tion that we have no permanent
friends and no permanent enemies,
only permanent issues.
And just because someone comes

to our community in blackface and
wearing a weave doesn’t mean they
are a brother or sister.

****
What is the aversion poor Black

folk have with grass? I know lawn
care is sometimes time consuming
and a financial strain, but it is like
makeup for a home, it shows and
enhances property values and is a
reflection of self-respect.
Of course, that’s meaningless if

you’re a renter, and if the landlord
doesn’t give a darn. 

But being poor doesn’t mean you
have to act po’. Maintaining a lawn
is the first step in breaking the
chains of the culture of poverty.
I was driving down a street last

week where nine out of 10 proper-
ties looked like a village in
Afghanistan. And the one lawn I
thought had grass, turned out to be
weeds. From a satellite in space
looking down, it may appear to
have been grass, but it wasn’t.
Actually, I remember what an old

guy told me back in my youth—that
poor Black people didn’t have grass
because they were first generations
removed from the south, where
many of them lived in snake in-
fested areas. 
To make sure they didn’t walk up

on a snake when entering their
homes, they stomped out all of the
grass. Made sense to me. But how
many Millennials can use that ex-
cuse today?

****
I haven’t seen “All Eyes on Me,”

yet, but I definitely will soon—al-
beit through tinted prisms.
The movie carries special mean-

ing to me, not only because Tupac
Shakur was my late son’s favorite
rapper, but also because I learned a
lot about the gifted icon and his em-
powering philosophy when I inter-
viewed him in Los Angeles before
his death.
Actually, the connection between

my son, Malik, and Tupac was
somewhat surreal. Both were on the
verge of greater influential careers
when God stole them away from us
at approximately the same age.
Both died in cars. Both loved

their Blackness and status as the
true Chosen of God. And both were
educators, who understood their
role as Griots and champions of
Black empowerment.
Malik and I once wrote a

point/counterpoint article about rap
back in the early 1990s, with him

explaining his love of hip-hop and
appreciation for Tupac. I was on the
other side, decrying the misogyny,
violence and self-denigration of
gangsta rap.
I eventually learned Malik was

closer to the truth than I, and that
some rap was infused with mes-
sages of hope, empowerment and
justice. Many of Tupac’s messages
inspired and enabled.
I recalled upon shaking Tupac’s

hand that his fingertips were burnt
and his nails were “earthly.” But
that didn’t detract from his intelli-
gence, vitality and wisdom that was
uncommon for a person of his age.
Seeing the movie, I assume, will

bring back memories, both positive
and painful. That’s why I plan to
take Malik’s son with me. It’s an
opportunity for a learning experi-
ence we need to share.

****
I wonder if Rev. Al Sharpton lis-

tens to the advertising on his syndi-
cated radio show. One ad, in
particular, disturbs me. It’s about a
credit card restoration program, and
while it sounds great (it pledges to
help someone with excessive credit
debt) it’s premised on the assump-
tion that the credit abuser is some-
how a victim of their poor
decisions. And by using various fi-
nancial tricks and legal loopholes,
the company can erase their debts.

What is unsaid in the ad is that
those “debts” are passed on to con-
sumers in higher fees and interest.
Hmmm, I wonder if Rev. Al

knows…or cares?
****

I’ve said on a number of occa-
sions that not all women should
wear yoga pants.
I mean while these pants (also

called leggings) have men turning
their heads because they leave little
to the imagination, some sistas’
have far too much to show off, if
you get my drift. But I must apolo-
gize. 
Who am I to say what is attractive

and what isn’t. My personal biases
shouldn’t, and are not, the status
quo. And if a sista loves herself
enough to expose her all, and she
thinks she’s cute…well, more
power to her. Show it. Flaunt it. Air
it out baby…

****
It’s the 50th anniversary of the

open housing marches, a defining
time for race relations in Milwau-
kee. And not necessarily in a good
way.
I previously wrote about my

youthful participation and the per-
manent imprint it made on my life.
It tainted how I continue to look at
the world.
Imagine, living in a city in the

second half of the 20th century and

being forced to demonstrate for the
right to live outside the boundaries
of a legal Black reservation.
Imagine being attacked by police,

having your headquarters bombed
by cops, being corralled and gassed
by Milwaukee’s finest simply be-
cause you wanted to fight for your
constitutional rights.
I remember police standing idly

by as White racists bombarded us
with rocks, bottles and racist epi-
thets as soon as we crossed the
viaduct, our Mason Dixon Line.
And I can’t forget, some of the

kids—young White children fully
indoctrinated in hatred—carrying
signs declaring, “Niggers go back
to Africa,” and “Segregation today,
tomorrow and forever.”
It hasn’t escaped me that they are

adults today, and some have not had
a religious or moral conversion.
Who are they? Police? Judges?
Politicians? Ministers? Republi-
cans? Democrats?

****
City Hall, the late Alderwoman

Marlene Johnson once told me, is
the dirtiest place in town. Not just
because of what goes on down
there, but because of germs.
With thousands of people visiting

the building every week, City Hall
is a farm for every germ you can
think of. (Maybe that’s why the
health department is across the

street, and connected with a hidden
tunnel.)
For health reasons, Marlene used

to wear gloves, or carry a handker-
chief, and used it every time she
touched a doorknob or chair.
Of course, you can’t help but

come into contact with germs—par-
ticularly cold and flu bugs—wher-
ever you go these days. Your best
bet is to stay home, 24-7, 365. And
don’t eat anything that’s tastes
good, because medical science has
revealed it’s not good for you.
Don’t smoke, don’t drink, and don’t
mess around. Each of those activi-
ties can kill you. That leaves….
well, not too much of anything.
Enjoy yourself.

****
I saw a sign on Highway 145

today that read, “miss two days of
school each month, and lessen your
chance to graduate.”
So does not doing homework,

getting pregnant, not learning to
read by fourth grade (Milwaukee
has the worst reading proficiency in
the United States for Black fourth
and eighth graders), acting a fool in
class, or going to jail or prison.
Don’t do any of those things, and
missing two days of school a month
probably won’t stop you from grad-
uating and leading a productive life.
Hotep.

Health “reform,” Tupac, tight pants, and grass-less lawns
(continued from page 5)

MALCOLM BROGDON WINS
NBA ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
Joins Kareem Abdul-Jabbar as the only players in team history to win
Rookie of the Year

Malcolm Brogdon was named
the NBA’s Rookie of the Year, the
league announced tonight at its
inaugural NBA Awards show.
Brogdon joins Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar (1969-70) as the only
players in team history to win
Rookie of the Year. 
He is the first player not drafted

in the first round to win Rookie of
the Year since 1966.
“I am both humbled and hon-

ored to win this award,” said
Brogdon. 
“As the oldest rookie to win

this award in decades, I know it is
the culmination of many special
people who believed in me, start-
ing with my mother, and continu-
ing with my owners, my
teammates, Coach Kidd and the
entire Bucks’ staff. 
My five years at Virginia truly

prepared me for the NBA and for
life after the NBA. Thanks to
Coach Bennett for a great education in basketball and for making me better. Thanks to the great fans of
Milwaukee. Their work ethic truly inspires me every night.”
A second round pick (36th overall) from Virginia, Brogdon played in 75 games (28 starts) during a stellar

rookie season that saw him lead all rookies in assists (4.2) and steals (1.1) per game, while ranking second
in 3-point field goal percentage (.404) and free-throw percentage (.865). 
He also ranked third in field goal percentage (.457) and fourth in points per game (10.2) among rookies,

and became one of just five rookies in NBA history to shoot over 40 percent from beyond the arc while
averaging at least four assists per game. 
Brogdon recorded the first rookie triple-double in team history when he scored 15 points with 12 assists

and 10 rebounds at Chicago on Dec. 31.
Brogdon started all six playoff games for the Bucks in 2017, and ranked first among rookies in the play-

offs with 3.5 assists per game, and was second in points (9.0) and rebounds (4.3) per game.
“Malcolm worked tirelessly to improve his game and became a valuable contributor,” said Bucks Head

Coach Jason Kidd, who won co-Rookie of the Year honors with Grant Hill in 1995. “In fact, he was so re-
liable it was easy to forget that he was a rookie. Malcolm has a boundless future and we want to congratulate
him on winning this well-earned award.”
Earlier, Brogdon was unanimously selected to the NBA’s All-Rookie First Team, joining Joel Embiid

(Philadelphia), Willy Hernangomez (New York), Buddy Hield (Sacramento) and Dario Saric (Philadelphia).
Brogdon is the 13th Buck to be named to an All-Rookie Team, and is the team’s first All-Rookie First
Team selection since Brandon Jennings in 2009-10.
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Health “reform,” Tupac, tight pants, and grass-less lawnsMALCOLM BROGDON WINS
NBA ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
Joins Kareem Abdul-Jabbar as the only players in team history to win
Rookie of the Year

Malcolm Brogdon was named
the NBA’s Rookie of the Year, the
league announced tonight at its
inaugural NBA Awards show.
Brogdon joins Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar (1969-70) as the only
players in team history to win
Rookie of the Year. 
He is the first player not drafted

in the first round to win Rookie of
the Year since 1966.
“I am both humbled and hon-

ored to win this award,” said
Brogdon. 
“As the oldest rookie to win

this award in decades, I know it is
the culmination of many special
people who believed in me, start-
ing with my mother, and continu-
ing with my owners, my
teammates, Coach Kidd and the
entire Bucks’ staff. 
My five years at Virginia truly

prepared me for the NBA and for
life after the NBA. Thanks to
Coach Bennett for a great education in basketball and for making me better. Thanks to the great fans of
Milwaukee. Their work ethic truly inspires me every night.”
A second round pick (36th overall) from Virginia, Brogdon played in 75 games (28 starts) during a stellar

rookie season that saw him lead all rookies in assists (4.2) and steals (1.1) per game, while ranking second
in 3-point field goal percentage (.404) and free-throw percentage (.865). 
He also ranked third in field goal percentage (.457) and fourth in points per game (10.2) among rookies,

and became one of just five rookies in NBA history to shoot over 40 percent from beyond the arc while
averaging at least four assists per game. 
Brogdon recorded the first rookie triple-double in team history when he scored 15 points with 12 assists

and 10 rebounds at Chicago on Dec. 31.
Brogdon started all six playoff games for the Bucks in 2017, and ranked first among rookies in the play-

offs with 3.5 assists per game, and was second in points (9.0) and rebounds (4.3) per game.
“Malcolm worked tirelessly to improve his game and became a valuable contributor,” said Bucks Head

Coach Jason Kidd, who won co-Rookie of the Year honors with Grant Hill in 1995. “In fact, he was so re-
liable it was easy to forget that he was a rookie. Malcolm has a boundless future and we want to congratulate
him on winning this well-earned award.”
Earlier, Brogdon was unanimously selected to the NBA’s All-Rookie First Team, joining Joel Embiid

(Philadelphia), Willy Hernangomez (New York), Buddy Hield (Sacramento) and Dario Saric (Philadelphia).
Brogdon is the 13th Buck to be named to an All-Rookie Team, and is the team’s first All-Rookie First
Team selection since Brandon Jennings in 2009-10.

GIANNIS ANTETOKOUNMPO NAMED
NBA’S MOST IMPROVED PLAYER
Giannis Antetokounmpo was

named the NBA’s Most Im-
proved Player, the league an-
nounced tonight at the
inaugural NBA Awards show.
Antetokounmpo is the first
player in Bucks history to be
named Most Improved Player.
“I’m honored and humbled

to be named the NBA’s Most
Improved Player and grateful
to so many people for helping
me reach this point in my
young career,” said Antetok-
ounmpo. “Thank you to my
family whose love and support
means the world to me. 
Thank you to my teammates,

coaches and staff with the
Bucks who push me to succeed
every day. Thank you to our
fans who never stop cheering
for us. Thank you.”
In his fourth season, Ante-

tokounmpo set career highs in scoring (22.9 ppg), rebounding (8.8 rpg), assists (5.4 apg), blocks
(1.9 bpg) and steals (1.6 spg), as well as field goal percentage (.521). He became just the fifth
player in NBA history to lead his team in points, rebounds, assists, steals and blocks for a season,
and was the first player in NBA history to rank in the top-20 for total points, rebounds, assists,
steals and blocks. Despite playing nearly the same number of minutes per game in 2016-17 (35.6)
as he did in 2015-16 (35.3), Antetokounmpo increased his scoring average from 16.9 points per
game, to 22.9 points per game this season.
Antetokounmpo earned his first All-Star appearance when he was selected as a starter for the

Eastern Conference in the 66th NBA All-Star Game in New Orleans in February. He was the
Bucks’ first All-Star since Michael Redd in 2004 and the first All-Star starter since Sidney Mon-
crief in 1986. Antetokounmpo scored an Eastern Conference-high 30 points on 14-for-17 shoot-
ing.
“Giannis wants to be the best and this is a terrific achievement for him and for our organization,”

said Bucks head coach Jason Kidd. “No one puts in more work than Giannis and we’re thrilled
for him to receive this honor.”
During the 2016-17 season, Antetokounmpo recorded three triple-doubles to give him eight for

his career, which tied him with Kareem Abdul-Jabbar for the most in team history. He was also
one of just five players in the NBA this season to average over 20 points per game while shooting
50 percent or better. In May, Antetokounmpo was named Second Team All-NBA, the highest All-
NBA Team selection for the Bucks since Moncrief in 1986.
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