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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

PULSEPULSE OF THE OF THE 
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

Photos and question by Yvonne Kemp
QUESTION OF THE WEEK:QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

We asked four employees of theWe asked four employees of the
Milwaukee Health Services, Inc.Milwaukee Health Services, Inc.
“What are your plans for the“What are your plans for the
Thanksgiving holiday?”Thanksgiving holiday?”

“I will be visit-
ing four family
members. At
each house I
will get me a
‘to-go plate’ as
I go in the
front door and
out the back
(door).”

Antoine 
Haygood

“My plans for
the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday is
to cook a big
dinner for my
son, whose
birthday is on
Thanksgiving.”

Tamyra 
Ellis

“For my
Thanksgiving, I
will be going
on my first
road trip to
New Jersey and
meet new fam-
ily members.” Diana

Sanchez

“Eat, eat,
eat and be
with the
love of my
life, thank
God!” Ray C.

Turner

Local youth 
show-off their 
entrepreneurial
spirit in time for
the holidays
By Patricia O’Flynn Pattillo
There was a time when Christmas shopping

began immediately after Thanksgiving but now we
go from Halloween to Christmas as the store’s
decors swing from orange and black to red and
green.    
Bells are ringing and children are singing, after

the fervor of the elections and the new Cabinet to
come, and our youth have been preparing and
prepping, for months, to show you their wares.
In October, when the rest of us were deciding

about costumes for the parades and parties for Hal-
loween, or counting the anticipated guests for the
Thanksgiving table, FEMA’s Laniece McGee was
guiding youth through the strategies to become
successful entrepreneurs.
“Future Entrepreneurs Moving Ahead”, the

brainstorm of Laniece McGee, a future teacher
majoring in education, changed to sociology when

she recognized she wanted to guide, mentor and
also mobilize young people to economic security.
Acting in the mentoring role, under the guidance
of Shontina Gladney, and her eighty plus entrepre-
neurs, McGee knew her new passion was a miss-
ing link in the community diaspora for our youth
and future success.    
“Our youth have a lot of talent, and contrary to

what many think, our youngsters are producing.

They are creating. They are seeking positive, pro-
ductive opportunities to excel and show their gifts.
FEMA has been a natural outgrowth of harnessing
their talents, and guiding them with informational
sessions that support taking their successes to the
marketplace.   
Today we are dispelling another myth and build-

ing new business leaders for the future.   Now
(continued on page 6)

Creating a map that leads to your lifestyle in retirement
can include many forks in the road. The key to navigating
those forks is knowing where you want to end up long
before you actually retire.
That was the message conveyed to 220 AARP mem-

bers and guests who attended a Financial Freedom pres-
entation on Tuesday, Nov. 15 at the Four Points by
Sheraton Milwaukee North Shore hotel.
"These 200+ Milwaukee  members took an important

step tonight for their  financial peace of mind.  Experts
shared what is important to know today to ensure the fi-
nancial freedom in their future, said Mariann Muzzi of
AARP Wisconsin, which co-sponsored the event with the
Milwaukee Community Journal.
Being adequately prepared for your life in retirement

is all about making the most of your resources and map-
ping out what you'd like your life to look like later in life,
Certified Financial Planner Lee Baker told the crowd.
Baker, who gives similar presentations all across the
country, challenged the crowd to define their own prior-
ities on the front end, then develop a financial plan that
can get them there.
In other words, if one person's goal is to attend a mo-

torcycle rally while someone else wants to travel to New
Zealand, their plans are going to look very different.
"Neither one is right or wrong, they just require differ-

ent levels of retirement planning," Baker said.
Health can also play a major role. Someone who has

greater health problems might make very different
choices about when to take their Social Security than
someone who is healthier.
If you have a less strenuous job and can work until

you're 70, your Social Security payments will be signifi-
cantly higher. But again, that has to be a personal choice
that all of us will have to make, Baker said.
Matt Hayes, an attorney for Legal Action of Wisconsin,

then talked to the crowd about Medicare and Medicaid,
which he said are also all about knowledge and choice.
Knowing what you want and when you want it is half

the battle, said Hayes, who went on to explain many of
the legal protections, roadblocks and workarounds asso-
ciated with both programs.
Hayes also discussed long-term care options under

Medicaid, such as institutional care and Wisconsin's pop-
ular Family Care program, which offers long-term care
services in the homes and communities of those 65-plus
so they can avoid going into nursing homes.

Hundreds hear about
pathways to financial freedom

PHOTO A: Alonzo P.
Kelly, president of Kelly
Leadership Group, con-
ducted a Q and A con-
versation with Dr. Steve
Perry during the inaugu-
ral Athena Speakers Bu-
reau event at the
Quadracci Powerhouse
Theater.
PHOTO B (LEFT TO
RIGHT): Ralph Hollman,
Tammy Belton-Davis, Dr.
Steve Perry, Lunden
Davis, Michael Morgan.
PHOTO C: Dr. Perry makes a point to the audience during
the Q and A.--Photos by Yvonne Kemp

By Jim Flaherty, communications director
for AARP Wisconsin
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Athena Speakers Bureau recently
hosted an evening with Dr. Steve
Perry, national speaker and educa-
tional advocate, in the Rep’s
Quadracci Powerhouse Theatre.
Perry spoke on the complex issues
impacting boys of color through the
lens of education. 
The theatre was filled with an au-

dience of educators, students, par-
ents, business and community
leaders, along with philanthropists
and elected officials all hoping to
learn and come up with a strategic
framework to make a positive differ-
ence in the local educational system. 
The free community discussion

was the Bureau’s first event since its
launch in September. The conversa-
tion with Dr. Perry was moderated by
Alonzo P. Kelly, president of Kelly
Leadership Group. 
That was followed by a roundtable

discussions with leading experts in
children and education: psychother-
apist Pardeep Kaleka, Milwaukee
College Prep principal Michael Mor-
gan, author and community activist
Kwabena Antoine Nixon, and clini-
cal psychologist Dr. Ramel Smith.
“An evening with Dr. Steve Perry

was an example of bringing the com-
munity together in conversation,”
said Tammy Belton-Davis, principal
of Athena Communications, LLC
and event organizer.
“The vision for the Speakers Bu-

reau is to connect transformational
messages and Dr. Perry helped ex-
pand that reality tonight.”
The Athena Speakers Bureau

(ASB) connects transformational
conversations and messages to com-
munities and businesses resulting in
changed lives and communities. ASB
has what it describes as a dynamic
roster of experienced professionals
who are leaders in their respective
fields.

Education advocate Dr. Steve Perry helps 
Communications firm kick-off its speakers bureau

A young entrepreneur with
FEMA sells her wares dur-
ing an October event.
--Photo courtesy of FEMA




