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The Milwaukee Urban League recently honored two of its members for their accomplishments within the organization locally and nationally at a re-
ception hosted by MillerCoors, and held at Fred’s Pub, 3939 W. Highland Avenue. Sean Lowe, president of the Milwaukee Urban League’s Young Pro-
fessionals (Top photo, second from left next to MUL President and CEO Ralph Hollmon) received an award from the national UL for being “Member
of the Year for the organization’s Central Region; and Cynthia Stokes-Murray (Top photo second from right next to George Walker, System Project
Manager/Businessness Transformation for MillerCoors) was recognized for being re-elected president of the National Council of Urban League Guilds.
(Above photo): League members, MillerCoors representatives and invited guests pose with the honorees. (Photos by Yvonne Kemp)

Milwaukee Urban League celebrates 
accomplishments of two members

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“Should Milwaukee police officers
have the option of turning off thier
body cameras during a police inves-

tigation. Why or why not?”

PULSE OF THE COMMUNITY

BETTY SPEED:
“I think it should
be up to the person
involved, especially
if it’s a sensitive
case. But I do be-
lieve all criminal
cases should be
filmed to protect both the officer in-
volved and the alleged perpetrator.”

ANTONIO
BROWN: “Why
have body cams if
they can turn them
off themselves? No
I don’t think they
should be able to
turn off their body
cameras. Unless
the victim doesn’t want it on. They
should have the right to ask if a per-
son wants the body camera on.”

STAR CARTER:
“I don’t feel they
should be able to
cut them off at
anytime so we can
really see how and
what happens be-
hind those closed
doors or events
that end up in death with nothing but
their word for the events in question.”

WENDELL 
HARRIS: “I don’t be-
lieve in giving Milwau-
kee police officers the
option of turning off
body cameras during
encounters with citi-
zens. I have seen, over
the years, where a ca-
sual conversation with
a member of the MPD
escalates quickly into a violent situation be-
tween the officer and the person they started
off having a casual conversation with.”

Though their 2015
MLB season fell
short of playoffs,
Milwaukee
Brewers look to
next year as they
wrap-up season
at Miller Park

Milwaukee Brewers Pitcher
Jeremy Jeffers has a little fun
before one of the teams final
games of the 2015 season
(Photo A). He’s balancing
himself on a Segway-type ve-

hicle that is reportedly the
rage in California and at
the Mall of America in Min-
neapolis, MN. During the
game (Photo B) he comes
in to get the side out in a
tight game against Chicago
Cubs. (Photo C): Jeffers
poses with teammate
Jason Rogers and Brewers
officials Cecelia Gore
(Exec. Dir. of the Brewers
Community Foundation
(second from left), and
Katina Shaw (Senior Dir. of
Community Relations and
Family Liason for the
team). (Photo D): Darnell
Colles (far right) was one of
two coaches to remain with
the team after new Brewers
General Manager David
Sterns let go the majority of
the team coaching staff.
Brewer Manager Craig
Counsell will return as the
team’s manager next sea-
son. (Photos by Yvonne
Kemp)

Dr. Eve Hall (standing, second from left), president/CEO of the African American Chamer of Commerce of Wis-
consin (AACW) explains the importance of time management to a business’ success or failure to a group of
small business owners during the AACW-sponsored workshop titled, “Time Management-Tips to Make You
More Efficient.” With Hall and the business owners are Joaquin J. Altoro (second from right), vice president of
Commercial Banking for Town Bank, a Wintrust Community Bank; and Patrick J. Martin (far right), vice president
of Small Business Development, also of Town Bank. Altoro and Martin led the workshop, one in a series of

training curriculums jointly developed by FDIC and SBA. The time manage-
ment session was the third in the series. (Photo by Yvonne Kemp)

AACW holds business 
workshop on time management
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Gender parity was the focus of a panel discussion sponsored by the Women’s Fund of Greater Milwaukee at the Harley Davidson
Museum’s Chrome special events tent, 400 W. Canal Street. A panel of male corporate leaders talked about social change initiatives
that work to improve diversity, economic parity and the inclusion of more women in leadership and board roles. The moderator of the
panel discussion was Sangita Kasturi, managing partner of Action Inclusion Consulting. She’s pictured in Photo A with the panel par-
ticipants (left to right): Kevin Long, Quarles & Brady; Mark Sabljak, Milwaukee Business Journal; John Kissinger, Graef USA; Barry
Mandel, The Mandel Group; Stephen Johnson, BMO Harris Private Bank; Doug Harris, Kaleidoscope Group; David Gay, Ernst & Young
LLP;  Todd Teske, Briggs & Stratton Corp. (Photo B): Kasturi with (left to right): Jerod Harris, Doug Harris and Grady Crosby. (Photo
C): Audience listens to panel discussion on women equality in corporate America. 

The Women’s Fund of Greater Milwaukee is a community foundation that funds women and girls led strategic social change initiatives.
The Women’s fund supports sustainable and long-lasting change through grant making and capacity building programs providing lead-
ership and training for those working toward social change. (Photos by Yvonne Kemp)
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Women’s Fund of Greater Milwaukee holds forum on corporate gender parity
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New King Drive 
business to hold open
house celebration

Ald. Milele Coggs announced recently a Milwaukee-
based consulting business will celebrate its expansion to
new space in the Historic King Drive Business Improve-
ment District No. 8 by hosting an open house Wednesday,
Oct. 7.

P3 Development Group, owned by Genyne Edwards
and Dominique Samari, will host the open house event
from 5. to 7 p.m. at 1916 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Dr.

Founded in 2011, P3 specializes in business planning,

program design, training, program development, capacity
building and

monitoring/evaluating.
Alderwoman Coggs said the new location chosen by

P3 is located in the historic Schunecht Building. "The ex-
pansion by P3 to the Historic King Drive BID is very pos-
itive, and I believe it will soon be followed by other new
business openings on the resurgent King Drive and across
its corridor," she said.

Edwards said P3 is appreciative of assistance provided
by the city and Alderwoman Coggs as the firm looked for
spaces to expand. 

"We are excited about the energy and the history we
are now a part of on King Drive, and we are grateful for
the assistance of Alderwoman Coggs in helping us find
the location," Edwards said.

Associated Bank
Partners with
United Way to 
provide school
supplies to 
children in need

This year, in addition to making a tra-
ditional United Way Campaign pledge,
Associated Bank colleagues and cus-
tomers participated in a unique project
to stock boxes with school supplies for
children in need.

The “stock the box” campaign kicked off on September
16 when every Associated Bank colleague received a co-
branded Associated/United Way box to fill with essential
school supplies, such as pencils, crayons, notebooks,
rulers, and more.  

The bank’s branch offices also received additional
boxes for customers to fill.  A total of 123 stocked boxes
were delivered to the local United Way office for use with
education-based agencies and programs this school year. 

As part of Associated Bank’s commitment to volun-
teerism, colleagues participate in Days of Caring, which
are focused volunteer efforts held during the United Way
Campaign.  

Associated’s Milwaukee area colleagues volunteered
to gather the boxes stocked with school supplies from
local Associated Bank locations and deliver them to
United Way. 

“Associated Bank is partnering with United Way to
help give the gift of education to children in need by pro-
viding school essentials,” said Christopher Piotrowski,
Executive Vice President,  Chief Marketing Officer and
United Way Corporate Campaign Chair at Associated
Bank.  “These basic learning tools can make a difference
in the lives of help young students be successful in school
and make a difference in our community.”

"United Way believes that education is the cornerstone
of individual and community success,” said Jayne
Thoma, Vice President of Volunteer Engagement at
United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County.
“We thank Associated Bank employees throughout our
region who have generously donated school supplies to
help local youth participate and succeed in school."  

Comparable activities are underway throughout Wis-
consin where Associated operates branches and offers a
wide range of financial services.      

Boxes of school supplies collected through the Stock the Box campaign cour-
tesy of Associated Bank and United Way for children in need.

“As part of Associated
Bank’s commitment to vol-
unteerism, colleagues par-
ticipate in Days of Caring,
which are focused volunteer
efforts held during the
United Way Campaign.”  

New this year: All
MPS high schools
offering early 
admissions
Open houses set as new enrollment pe-
riod runs from October 5 through No-
vember 2

All MPS schools with high school grades are now of-
fering students the opportunity to secure a high school
seat early.

The move is part of a new district effort aimed at giving
all 8th-grade students the opportunity to make their top
high school selections at the same time, whether they are
seeking their neighborhood school or a school with a spe-
cialized program.

MPS High School Early Admissions will run from Oc-
tober 5, 2015 through November 2, 2015. Early Admis-
sions will allow students to fill out a single application
and select schools they are interested in attending next

school year (2016-17).
The online applications will be available at

http://mpsmke.com/highschools beginning October 5
through November 2.

"This past spring, we celebrated seven MPS high
schools receiving national recognition from U.S. News
and World Report and the Washington Post. We are on a
mission to grow that number by focusing on equity, ac-
cess and opportunity for all students," MPS Superintend-
ent Dr. Darienne Driver said. "Part of that work involves
making sure every student has the opportunity to select a
high school that meets their needs and has programs that
interest them."

The enrollment process allows students to express in-
terest in up to two traditional high schools and up to two
selective criteria high schools. The selective criteria high
schools are Rufus King International High School, Golda
Meir School, Milwaukee High School of the Arts and
Ronald Reagan College Preparatory high School.

In the past, only a small number of schools with en-
trance requirements participated in early admissions for
high school grades.

The selective criteria high schools do have additional
steps students must take to apply. Information is available
at http://mpsmke.com/highschools.

A list of MPS Early Admissions open houses is also
available at the same site: http://mpsmke.com/high-
schools.

A family exploring MPS' South Division High School at the 2015 MPS All-School Enrollment Fair,
Below - Students at MPS' Washington High School of Information Technology show their award-
winning mobile phone application
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Quote of the Week:

The Good, the Bad, 
and the Ugly of 
Parental School Choice

My dear sister Polly Williams is
probably turning over in her grave.

One of my all time favorite politi-
cians, Polly is probably looking
down at so-called “Bishop” Doris
Pinkney and the hopefully perma-
nently closed “school” she insult-
ingly named Daughters of the Father
Christian Academy, and crying on
her wings.

Pinkney’s “school” was the latest
in a parade of “businesses” that have
received negative publicity for fail-
ing to educate its charges under the
Milwaukee Parental School Choice
Program (MPCP) while receiving
millions in state aid.

Many critics of the choice program
make an issue of the “diverted” tax
dollars that could have gone to public
schools. (Which may sound legiti-
mate until you look at MPS’ embar-
rassing history of educating Black
children; a major reason for the edu-
cational options school choice cre-
ated.)

But the real concern here should be
about the harm done to the children.
Failing to educate (or under-educate,
if that’s a word) these precious chil-
dren is a set back to their develop-
ment that is not only immoral, but
should be illegal.

Don’t get me wrong. I have not
waivered from my support of school
choice. I continue to support the pro-
gram not only because it empowers
low-income Black families, but also
because it provides them with op-
tions, and the ability to determine
where their children will go to
school. 

An Africentric education? That
was my choice. A religious school?
Prayer has never been the enemy of
Black people. A public or charter
school? If it serves your needs, why
not.

The problem with school choice is
not the concept, but some of the
schools allowed to participate in the
program, and the poor decisions of
parents to send their children to those
rip-off academies.

Obviously, the current evolution-
ary stage of the school choice pro-
gram is not what Polly envisioned
when she led the crusade against
overwhelming odds to birth the ini-
tiative.

I know because I was there at its
inception. In fact, my public support
for the ground breaking program pre-
dated State Rep. Annette ‘Polly’
Williams’ involvement.

Two years before her introduction
of a school choice initiative, I was
writing editorials endorsing Gover-
nor Tommy Thompson’s broader
voucher proposal. 

While Polly’s legislation was writ-
ten specifically for a small group of
existing community schools—in-

cluding Harambee and Urban Day—
Thompson’s was closer to what the
program has morphed into today.

A year after Thompson’s proposal
was shot down, Milwaukee Public
Schools’ Superintendent Robert S.
Peterkin called a meeting of commu-
nity-based school representatives to
discuss an unprecedented partnership
with MPS: if agreed upon, he would
seek legislation for a school choice
program to provide MPS Black and
Hispanic schools an option they had
previously been denied—an opportu-
nity to attend a private school.

You could say Peterson’s proposal
was self-centered—he acknowledged
in meeting with community school
representatives that they had been
successful educating at-risk children
and securing parental involvement
where MPS could not.

Some school reps were suspicious,
but the majority of the seven agreed
and their actions set in motion what
has been called a national educa-
tional revolution.

I won’t get into all the details (you
can order my book, “Not Yet Free at
Last” on Amazon, or wait for my up-
dated version hopefully early next
year). Bottom line is special interests
got involved and killed the proposal,
prompting Williams’ involvement.

Williams’ agenda was two-fold: to
provide low-income Black parents
the option of determining where their
children could attend school. And to
create a scenario where MPS would
be forced to tear down the walls of
educational apartheid.

If you recall—as many have failed
to remember—MPS was a mess.
Milwaukee had one of the highest
Black drop out rates in the country.
The gap between White and Black
students was a wide as Kim Kar-
dasian’s butt. Nazis patrolled outside
some schools where a majority of
Black students were not proficient in
math, reading or science.

The situation was so bad, a few
years earlier Williams had sponsored
legislation that carved out a “Black
school district,” which would be con-
trolled and staffed by Black people
who, she declared, would care about
the children.

To counter the opposition of the
teachers union, the Democratic Party
(yes, our saviors fought tooth and
nail to block an initiative that would
empower Black parents) and the
NAACP, Williams created an army
of frustrated and inspired Black par-

ents who lobbied politicians, includ-
ing unreceptive and loyal public
school supporters (several were or-
dered, others were intimidated).

We threatened to boycott some
‘liberal’ White lawmakers, picketed
outside political fundraisers, and
bused hundreds of children to Madi-
son to ask Black lawmakers why
they supported educational apartheid.

I served as press secretary, propa-
gandist and strategist for the crusade.

I know it is very offensive to be called a slave
and I am definitely not trying to offend you.  In
fact, I’m trying to do just the opposite. I’m trying
to call you into your greatness, your power, and
your purpose.  

I love my Black people and I believe in the
power of Black people. However, we can no
longer live off the accomplishments of previous
generations. 

We must stand on our own accomplishments
within our collective struggle.  We have a respon-
sibility to contribute to the ongoing struggle of
Black people. We do not have the right nor the lux-
ury to take our foot off the pedal.  

The question for us is not whether we are phys-
ically free. It is obvious that we are. The profound
question that we are compelled to answer- is
whether or not we are mentally, emotionally and
psychologically free?   

Unfortunately, we have stalled and, in some re-
spects, we have even lost ground in our individual
and collective efforts to ensure these freedoms. 

We have stymied in building the infrastructure
needed to compete as a group, and we have
swapped out a culture of struggle for self-determi-
nation for a culture of assimilation as a measure-
ment of success.  This detrimental perspective of
success as assimilation is magnified when we con-
sider the following:  

• Our culture isn’t producing excellence at any
level and no real opposition to the social and eco-
nomic conditions that Blacks face in America exist

(there is no mandate com-
ing from the various sec-
tors of the Black community that urges them to
continue the fight and struggle for self-determina-
tion); 

• The current generation of Black leaders do not
honor the legacy and sacrifices of our ancestors
who paved the way for all of us by continuing the
struggle of self-determination (our most accom-
plished Blacks are detached both physically and
emotionally from the struggle); and 

• As a people, we lack a real “organized” and
“collective” voice that speaks to the past and cur-
rent injustices against Blacks with the unified goal
- to hold America accountable for her crimes
against our people. 

Notably, even when actions are taken, Black
leadership implements these actions  in isolation
and silos with no real coordination and organiza-
tion. Everyone is a free agent accountable only to
themselves and/or their organization.

Blacks are physically free to do whatever we de-
sire to do; economically free to pool our resources
to build our own economic pie; politically free to
exercise our political will for the achievement of
our own political agenda; free to defend ourselves
against those who seek to harm us socially and
economically; and free to build our own interpre-
tation of American life.  

If we want a new Black experience in America,
we must use  the freedom we have to build this
new experience.  If we are going to establish Black

life in America the way we desire it, we must do
the work and no one will or can  do this for us, but
us.  

However, in doing so, it is essential that we
work together. This unity in bringing about a
shared vision of success is where we run into deep-
rooted problems and we must again ask ourselves:
Are we really free?  

Brothers and sisters, we must stop making ex-
cuses for what isn’t being done for us by other peo-
ple. When we are free, what others do for us is
irrelevant. 

Understandably, if those who are in power are
working against us, it requires us to work harder
and smarter to defeat them, but when we are free,
we don’t have an excuse.  

Let’s stop romanticizing about the problem as if
somehow this ill-informed romance will exempt
us from the real work that must be done to solve
the problem. 

The real work involves first unifying our people
because we have become so grossly divided. We
must eliminate the excuses, stop the B.S  and just
do it! We must come together as a group someway
and somehow.  We must break the curse of Willie
Lynch and exercise our freedom to be truly free.   

Today we’re physically free but we’re divided
in so many ways: colorism, skin tone (light vs.
dark), intelligence, class, where you live (turf wars
over areas we don’t even own); east vs. west, south

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kweku Osei Holt

NATIONWIDE (BlackNews.com) -- Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. had only been buried for little more than a year
when the Stonewall Riots during the summer of 1969
erupted in New York City, formally ushering in the Gay
Rights Movement, and thereby effectively shifting the na-
tion’s attention from Black rights to Gay rights. 

With the militant political agenda of the Black Libera-
tion Army and Black Panther Party, the United States
Power Structure needed to find a relevant social issue that
could effectively challenge and replace the Black agenda
on television and in the newspaper. 

For more than a decade, the Black civil rights movement
had commanded the attention of the American public, and
thereby the attention of the government.

In order for White Privilege to remain safe from a com-
plete revolutionary overhaul of it’s power relationship to
the Black underclass, a new minority issue would need to
be “created” that did not posit the elimination of racism as
it’s core goal. 

With the FBI orchestrated murders of the Black
Agenda’s leading charismatic organizers in Malcolm X
and Dr.King, the movement was left without a courageous
symbolic messiah that could simultaneously command the
attention of the mainstream media and the federal legisla-
ture. 

The assassination of the late 20th Century’s dynamic
duo of Black Leadership, Malcolm and Martin, left a void that was to be filled
with younger Black militant leaders who were in many respects more uncom-
promising than their legendary predecessors. 

Rather than make the mistake of allowing this young Black leadership to
establish a national movement, complete with a mainstream paparazzi fol-
lowing their every move, as X and King had done, the Hoover Gang decided

to eliminate both Fred Hampton and George Jackson, de-
spite the latter’s incarceration, thereby effectively cutting
the head off of one of the most revolutionary potential
leadership contingencies since the loss of King and X fol-
lowing their ’65 and ’68 state sponsored assassinations.
Into this void, formerly occupied by the Black agenda,
would be shuffled the White Gay Rights Movement. 

Yes, Blacks were present in this movement also, but as
with most white run organizations, LBGT Blacks were rel-
egated to invisibility as dues paying contributors with ab-
solutely no decision making power. 

Thusly, white supremacy was effectively rescued from
having to forfeit any degree of political power to angry
Black youth by being able to take the focus off of it’s most
despised population and put it back on white people, by
switching over to a sexual rather than a racial agenda. 

In so doing, the issues of unemployment, mis-education,
mass incarceration, and race-based poverty, all concerns
with a uniquely Black flavor, could be avoided outright,
in deference to the homophile agenda. 

Even before the Dr.King killing, Congress was already
plotting to eclipse the Black Civil Rights Agenda with the
Gay movement. 

In fact, the language of the ’64 Civil Rights Bill was co-
opted, following the assassination of President Kennedy,
when the words “sex” and “gender” were entered into the

final draft, successfully paving the way for White women and White Gays to
hemorrhage the benefits of this bill from Blacks and redirect them to members
of their own political in-groups. 

It’s no secret that Affirmative Action programming, when it existed, bene-
fitted White women more than the Blacks, who were the ones who actually

ALL LIVES MATTER...
Multiculturalism as White Racism’s New
Weapon against the Black Agenda, Part One

GUESTGUEST
COMMENTARYCOMMENTARY

(continued on page 8)

“I don’t want you to let people  keep telling you that ‘Black’ people can be
racist--YOU CANNOT BE RACIST! The word does not exist for you. ...Racism
means a POWER relationship--a power relationship between two groups,
where one group owns and controls so much, that they can use their wealth
and their power to deprive, hurt and injure another group--THAT’S WHAT
RACISM IS! And no place, can you find a ‘Black’ person on Earth who can be a
racist. What you can get--AT BEST--is a ‘Black’ reactionary. ...If ‘Black’ folk
had been racist, they would have been racists 400 years ago. ...We can’t
practice racism. We don’t even have a community to practice racism.”

--Dr. Claud Anderson

By Dr. Umar Johnson
School Psychologist & 
Political Scientist,
Founder of National 
Movement to Save Black Boys

(continued on page 8)

Justice or Else �
Part 5: �We Are
Free, Aren�t We?�

(continued on page 8)
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President of the
National Clergy
Council disagree’s
with Tennessee Lt.
Gov. call for “Fellow
Christians” to 
consider arming
themselves.

Christian Newswire/ -- In a Facebook post last
Friday, Tenn. Lt. Gov. Ron Ramsey responded to
the mass shooting at Umpqua Community College
in Oregon by saying that "fellow Christians"
should consider getting a handgun carry permit to
protect themselves. Ramsey provided a link on
how to obtain a handgun permit at the end of his
posting. 

Rev. Rob Schenck, president of the National Clergy
Council and chairman of the Evangelical Church Al-
liance, is a minister to top government officials in Wash-
ington, D.C. and is the subject of a new documentary
addressing gun violence, The Armor of Light, directed by
Abigail E. Disney, opening in theaters nationwide on Oct.
30. Schenck says more guns is not the answer.

Rev. Schenck, who will be profiled in the Oct. 12 issue
of TIME magazine, is asking faith leaders to look to spir-
itual not secular or political sources for their moral deci-
sions in these trying times. 

Recently named a senior fellow of the Oxford Centre
for the Study of Law and Public Policy at Harris Man-
chester College of the University of Oxford, Rev.
Schenck also holds degrees in religion and Christian min-
istry.

Since the premiere of The Armor of Light at the
Tribeca Film Festival in April, Schenck has been preach-
ing at churches across the country about gun violence.

Most recently, Schenck, Di-
rector Abigail E. Disney, and
victim of gun violence and
documentary subject Lucy
McBath, completed the week-
long, multi-city "Faith Over
Fear" tour, meeting with pas-
tors, students and parishioners
across the country to discuss
these issues.

Rev. Schenck's complete
statement: "While the Lt.
Governor of Tennessee may
be well intentioned in his sug-
gestion that fellow Christians
arm themselves in response to
the recent horrific school
shooting in Oregon, but it's
not good advice. 

Anyone with good firearms
training knows that when you
strap on a gun, you are psy-
chologically ready to kill an-
other human being. 

That's a paramount moral
decision. Guns are lethal
weapons that put lives at risk,
including the gun owner's own life and the lives of loved
ones, neighbors and friends. Politicians are not a source
for good moral guidance because their motives are often
clouded by their electoral ambitions. 

The best people to give moral advice on guns or any
other issue are church leaders, and they've been conspic-
uously silent on the question of Christians arming up in
fear. 

I appeal to pastors and other church leaders to speak
out clearly, prayerfully, and biblically on the Christ-like
approach to guns, fear, and even love of enemy. I appeal
to Christians not to look to secular sources for their most
important moral decisions. 

We must turn to God in prayer, search the Scriptures
for wisdom, and look to Christ as our only model for
dealing with evil. Pastors can help us find a better way in
these trying times; it's time for them to do so."

RELIGIONRELIGION

DEATH, FEW WANT
TO TALK ABOUT
IT....BUT WE
SHOULD.  WE
MUST!

There’s an old saying:
“There are two things certain
in life, death and taxes.”.
How true and yet we seldom
talk about it.

Refusing to think or talk about death is like put-
ting one’s head in the sand.   Just because your
eyes are hidden does not mean that the rest of your
body is not visible. 

We cannot hide from death and if we love ourselves
and our loved ones, we must make provisions for the in-
evitability of death.   

It’s going to come so why not talk about it.  Why not
plan for it.   Like deciding what you will wear to church,
we should be just as comfortable about stating how we
want to be remembered.  .  

A conscientious planner also thinks about how much
they want to spend on their final expenses.   They talk
about where they would like their services to held and the
final resting place.  

Should it be the regular burial, in ground or in a crypt.
Or would you prefer cremation.   Have you identified a

cemetery of preference?
Maybe its with other family members who have gone

on before, or perhaps your selection is influenced by the
way the cemetery is maintained.

Northwest Funeral Chapel continues to be the pre-plan-
ning leader with many services, cost ranges, multiple
chapels and quality professional staff available for our
community.   

Guided and created during the lifetime of the legendary
Mrs. Ernestine O’Bee, the Northwest Funeral Chapel,
under the exemplary leadership of Director J.C. Frazier,
prides itself in reaching Milwaukee’s families with superb
services and compassionate, loving care, at our greatest
time of need.   

Because loss is always difficult, Northwest Funeral
Chapel continues to reach and teach about the beauty of
this time of life and transition; particularly when it is pre-
planned and the rigors and stress are eliminated by ad-
vance preparation.

On Saturday, October 17, 2015 from 11 am to 1 pm,
the TALK OF LIFETIME will be held at the Northwest
Funeral Chapel’s Family Activity and Events Center,
4034 W. Good Hope Rd., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53218.
A light lunch will be served.   The afternoon is free and
will have professional members of the staff present to dis-
cuss the TALK OF LIFETIME.   

Plan to be present, bring Mom and Dad and think about
your own plans.   Come with questions, dine, meet new
friends, discuss your preferences in a comfortable setting,
with trained counselors present to guide you and take
away the mysteries associated with the TALK OF LIFE-
TIME.

Phone:   414-462-6020 to reserve your place at the
table...RSVP today.  Advanced planning takes the worry
out of inevitable events, so let’s have that
TALK OF LIFETIME!!!.  Please call us today at
(414)462-6020. 

Our Readings are:  Wisdom 7: 7-
11, Hebrews 4: 12-13, and Mark 10:
17-30.  Our principle subject is
money, possessions, and wealth.  Are
we for it or against it, or haven’t we
considered it in light of the scrip-
tures?  

I guess I can safely say that most
of us don’t consider our possessions
as something that comes under the
Reign of God.  This is funny, since
Jesus spends more time talking about money and wealth
than he does about most other things.

And even the Hebrew Scriptures have a lot to say about
wealth and faithfulness to God.  Wisdom says that we
should account wealth as nothing as compared to wis-
dom.  

But if we account wisdom as more important than
money, the result for us will be all good things including
“uncounted wealth”.  Now Jesus will put a finer point on
this way of thinking when he says to the man, “sell what
you own, and give it to the poor, and you will have treas-
ure (uncounted wealth) in heaven.”  

We know that the man went away “grieving for he had
many possessions.”  Behind his back, Jesus continued to
talk about possessions and how they can prevent us from
heaven.  

It is not just this one fellow who needs to hear Jesus
tell it like it is, all of us do.  “It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich
to enter the kingdom of God.”  And if we are not about
to change our attitude toward possessions, than we too
ought to go away grieving.

Possessions: money, house, car, boat, second house
(camp), second car, investments, and just a lot of things,
all amount to us being “rich” in the relative use of that
word.  

Not
many, or any, reading this are super wealthy, the 1% who
control the majority of wealth.  But all of us are “wealthy”
compared to the majority of the world.  And no matter
whether you have a lot or not so much, it is our attitude
toward those “riches” that makes the difference.

There are some of us who take the vow of poverty and
consequently own nothing.  There are others of us who
do not take the vow, but live a simple life without osten-
tation or flash.  

And then there are many of us who have bought into
the heresy of the “money god.”  We worship it, hoard it,
keep trying to make more of it, spend it on ourselves and
our toys, without regard to the mandate of Jesus to care
and share. We do not realize that all is gift and the fact
that we may have a lot of possessions is not a sign of our
“worthiness.”  

Jesus knew that possessions could be the huge road-
block to being faithful.  But having possessions and real-
izing their place can compel us to become generous
benefactors and truly compassionate to those who, for no
fault of their own, are scraping the bottom of the barrel
just to survive.

We need to ask ourselves, how much is enough?  And
how much of what I have stashed away really belongs to

 
         

              
 
                

          
                   
      

      
     

    
     

   
    

   
    

    
    

 
      
   
     

  
 

   
    

   
   
    

 
  

             
    

                    

      
               

                 
 
             

             
  

“Because loss is always
difficult, Northwest
Funeral Chapel contin-
ues to reach and teach
about the beauty of
this time of life and
transition; particularly
when it is pre-planned
and the rigors and
stress are eliminated
by advance prepara-
tion.”

Material possessions: A
roadblock to faithfullness

Lt. Gov. Ramsey

Rev. Schenck

BREAD
IN THE 
WILDERNESS
By Fr. Carl Diederichs,
All Saints Catholic Church

(continued on page 5)
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2015 SISTA STRUT: 2015 SISTA STRUT: 
Hundreds dress in head to
toe pink to raise breast 
cancer awareness
By Megan Pospychala, courtesy of Fox6Now.com

The 4th Annual V100.7 Sista Strut took place on Saturday, Octo-
ber 3rd in Estabrook Park.

The event, hosted by FOX6's very own Mary Stoker-Smith, is
geared towards African American women. Studies show they are
more likely to get breast cancer at a younger age and have a death
rate from breast cancer twice that of Caucasian women of the same
age.

Sista Strut works to combat that statistic with this event.
Hundreds of participants enjoyed a warm up and entertainment

along with a strut around the park.
Organizers say this free event is to raise awareness in the African

American community that mammograms save lives.
"Don't wait because waiting can be the difference between a treat-

able condition and something that has gone too far," said Aronica
Williams, Medical Director of Issac Koggs Heritage Health Cen-
ter.

The American Cancer Society was on site with Nurses Affecting
Change, offering free clinical breast exams. Walgreens was also at
the event offering free flu shots. (Photos courtesy of Fox6Now)

Design
Your Future
Students creating their own success

The Concordia University “Design Your Future” (DYF) program is a two-
year bachelor’s bridge program for Milwaukee area high school graduates
between the ages of 18 – 23 who seek a better life through a faith-based
higher education.

Design Your Future has two convenient locations.  The Midtown Campus is located in the Midtown shop-
ping campus on 56th Street, just north of Capitol Drive. 

The Miller Park Way Campus is The Miller Park Way Center is on the corner of Mitchell Street and 43rd
Street (Miller Park Way) in West Milwaukee.

Started in the fall of 2007, De-
sign Your Future has become the
perfect fit for Milwaukee area
high school graduates who see an
affordable Christian education at
an accredited institution.  

Highlights of the program:
• 6 weeks College Transition

Program
• Cohort –Based Curriculum 
• Classes meet Monday thru

Thursday 9am-2pm
• Free USB flash drive and Free

use of text books
• Up to 48% tuition discount

with grants 
and scholarships
• Onsite computer lab
• Academic advising and onsite

tutoring
• Alumni mentoring program
• Small class sizes
• Participation in Division III

sports 
and student clubs/groups
Design Your Future (DYF) students can earn an associate’s degree in Business Management, Criminal

Justice, Liberal Arts.  
The role of the DYF program and staff is to advise, support, and empower students to do one of the fol-

lowing:
1. Matriculate toward a four-year bachelor’s degree
2. Participate in AmeriCorps (National Service) to obtain a Segal grant and continue their education aspi-

rations
3. Obtain a job that will afford them growth in profession and purpose to continue learning within the

work environment
For more information contact: Concordia University Wisconsin – Midtown Campus 4151 N. 56th Street

- Milwaukee, WI 53216 W: 414.444.0734 C: 414.339.5180, Alea Cross, DYF Coordinator- Midtown Cam-
pus, Alea.Cross@cuw.edu 

“Started in the fall of 2007, DESIGN
YOUR FUTURE has become the perfect

fit for Milwaukee area high school gradu-
ates who see an affordable Christian edu-

cation at an accredited institution.” 

ADVERTORIAL

the poor?  If all we have is from God and we hoard the gift, we have turned
it into a pile of manure. It may buy us yet another car, but it is blood money.  

And our government also needs a reality check when it comes to the poor
and powerless.  How much of what we give in taxes goes to the needy by
way of health care, food, lodging, education and other ways to lift people out
of poverty?  

In fact, we continue to wage a war against the poor and withdraw even the
little they are now receiving under the lie that what we give will weaken their
spirit to want to work.

“The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edge sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge
the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”  And each one of us is “laid bare to
the eyes of the one whom we must render an account.”

So, our possessions must come under the rule of God and they must remain
at the disposal of God’s children, especially the poor and powerless.  Amen.

(continued from page 4)

Bread In The
Wilderness

Fox6News Mary Stoker-Smith



The Milwaukee Community Journal October 7, 2015 Page 6

BUSINESSBUSINESS
CORNERCORNER

New Horizon Day
Care Center, LLC

The New Horizon Center recently held an Open
House to celebrate the Official Grand Opening of its
New  Day Care facility. This state-licensed facility is
located at 4200 North Holton Street Suite #105 and
serves children six weeks to twelve years old.  The
newly designed facility boasts spacious age appropri-
ate classrooms with child-friendly features and educa-
tional tools. As an early education center our goal is to
provide children and families the best practices for quality child care and early learning development.  Other spe-
cial features include:

• Age-appropriate curriculum
• Registry Certified teachers
• In-door climate controlled Play Area
• Outdoor large Play Area 
• Large bright and spacious parent Conference Room
• Year-around educational field trips 
• Weekly librarian visits and read along
• Transportation provided 
• ADA –Americans with Disabilities Act Compliant 
• Hours of operation are 6:00am-7:00pm Monday –Friday 
For More information contact Ms. Kim at (414) 393-4004 or visit our website at www.thenhcllc.com

In July, 2015 Dr. Eve Hall and
Board Chairman Jim Milner had
the opportunity to attend the an-
nual conference where Dr. Hall
was a session presenter.

July's conference served as the
gathering place for chamber ex-
ecutives, board and business
leaders from across the country.
AACCW has been a member
since 2012.

A national agenda was pre-
sented to participants outlining
the U.S. Chamber's six policy
categories: access to capital, en-
trepreneurial development and
business growth, contracting, in-
crease diverse spending, voting
and elections, exporting and in-
ternational trade.

Business Corner Profile:
Special Touch Message and Spa Services

Sheldon Jones is the owner of
Specialtouchmassage and Spa
Services.  He has been practicing
his passion of Massage
Therapy/Body Work for over 20
years. This individual Practitioner
originated doing business in the
downtown Milwaukee area since
the early 1990’s until he made the
decision of closing.  

One of the reasons because big-
ger spas and massage opening and
with the decision to take time off
and care for his terminally ill
Mother that doctor’s had given up
on.  

As he began to assist his Mother
with her health, wellness with his
special own natural homeopathic
treatment and services along with
his gift of massage therapy.  

Sheldon is now working free-
lance as he’s trying to rebuild his
clientele back and bringing aware-
ness to help educate, cure and pam-
per individuals with his gifted
hands. 

Special Touch Massage special-
izes in many techniques such as:
massage therapy, customized skin-
care treatments, full facial body
treatments, sugar and salt scrubs
exfoliation, herbal and body wraps
that helps with detoxification to re-
pair immune system.  

He also provides his Mobil Spa
Services and pampering parties
where he can bring the spa to YOU.
He has an interest in natural reme-
dies and alternative medicine and
his vision is to go into the medical
spa field. For more information he
can be contacted at 414-551-4100,
you can also visit his website:  spe-
c ia l touchmassageandspaser-
vicesmapop.com. 

Pictured from left: AACCW Board Chairman Jim Milner, U.S.
Black Chambers President/CEO Ron Busby, AACCW
President/CEO Dr. Eve Hall, and U.S. Black Chambers Board
Chairman Aubry Stone.

AACCW Leadership Attends U.S.
Black Chambers Conference

The National Bankers
Association Convenes to 
Promote Sustainable 
Ownership Within 
Communities of Color

The National Bankers Association, at its upcom-
ing 88th Annual Convention, to be held October 5 -
7 at the Savannah Desoto Hilton Hotel, is tackling
the issue of declining homeownership rates among
African-American and Hispanic-American popula-
tions. Under the theme: "Promoting sustainable
homeownership within communities of color", the

Association has assembled industry leaders in the
public and private sectors who will address the im-
pediments to homeownership and propose solutions
for reversing the trend.

Thomas Curry, U.S. Comptroller of the Currency,
will hold an informal discussion with NBA banks.
Other governmental agencies participating in the
conference are: Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion (FDIC), Federal Reserve Bank (FED), U.S.
Small Business Administration, Fannie Mae, U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD0, and the U.S. Treasury Department's Com-
munity Development Financial Institutions Fund

From left to right: Latoya Matthews, Day Care Assistant Program Director; Ald. and
Mayoral Candidate Joe Davis, Olivia El-Amin, day care member; Saleem El-Amin,
day care member, their infant grandson Nasir El-Amin,  Kim Cubbie, day care di-
rector. (Photo by Yvonne Kemp)

(continued on page 8)



Gallery
Night &
Day
“Afro Blue” the
theme at Ayzha
Fine Arts

A guest-curated exhibit
and a filmmaker’s ap-
pearance will highlight
the rhythms that flow out
of the African diaspora
on Gallery Night & Day,
Friday and Saturday, Oct.
16 and 17, at Ayzha Fine
Arts Gallery & Boutique.  

Noted Milwaukee artist Ras

Ammar Nsoroma is guest cura-
tor of an exhibit dubbed “Afro
Blue: Musings Within the
Rhythms of the African Aes-
thetic.” And St. Louis filmmaker
Patrick Branson will discuss his
new documentary, "America's
Blues," about the history of the
blues and the genre’s profound
impact on not only music (the
blues, of course, led to jazz and,
later, rock ’n roll), but also soci-
ety.

Gallery Night will run from 5
to 9 p.m. Oct. 16 and Gallery
Day will run from noon to 4 p.m.
Oct. 17. 

The idea of Gallery Night &
Day is to hop from gallery to
gallery in Milwaukee. If you’re
not in a hopping mood, however,
feel free to stay put at Ayzha
Fine Arts.

Ammar will exhibit mixed-
media works by himself and
Tamara Natalie Madden of At-
lanta; figurative works by

painter George Gist of Pitts-
burgh; jewelry, handbags and ac-
cessories by Zeina Fawaz of
Ghana; wearable art (shirts,
shoes, bowties) by versatile
artist Francis Annan Affotey,
Ghanaian turned Milwaukeean,
ceramics by Muneer Bahaud-
deen of Milwaukee and photog-
raphy by Scott Pollard of
Milwaukee.

Ammar has a reputation for
his murals and portraits and does
live portraits at Ayzha Fine Arts.
His most viewed work is doubt-
less the Joshua Glover mural, a
relief on the Fond du Lac Av-
enue freeway underpass.

The artists will talk about their
works from 6 to 7 p.m. on
Gallery Night. 

Also on hand then will be
Patrick, an award-winning doc-
umentarian.  

From 2 to 3:30 p.m. on
Gallery Day, Patrick will show
clips from "America's Blues,"
and he will participate in a panel
discussion about the music. 

Also on the panel will be Mil-
waukee blues musicians Pierre
"Honey Boy" Lee, Misha
Siegfried, and Steve Cohen of
the Leroy Airmaster band and
WMSE blues DJ Sonia Khatch-
adourian. 

A companion exhibit will con-
sist of blues photographs by pro-
moter and blues aficionado
Leanne Parshalle.

A screening of Patrick’s docu-
mentary will take place later in

the day, at 6:30 p.m., at the Wis-
consin African American
Women’s Center, 3020 W Vliet
St., Milwaukee. The doors will
open at 6 p.m. The Leroy Air-
master band will perform from 8
to 9 p.m.

For Ayzha Fine Arts, street
parking is free after 6 p.m. on
Fridays and free all day Satur-
days with a two-hour limit.
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Million Man March –
Peace brothers and Sis-
ters, I will be attending
the Million Man March on
Saturday, October 10th
in Washington D.C. 20
years ago I attended with
two of my sons and it
was great event. 

We slept on the ground
overnight  and was in
row three when the event
began. 

My wife Zakiya and I are attending this time
and it is fitting that she and  the many Black
women who encouraged and supported the
March in 1995 now be included. 

Looking forward to seeing you at this event
even though it will I am sure be over a million
Black people there participating again. For those
of you who cannot make it, I know you will be
there in spirit.

“Dedicated to Black Men That Got Black Men’s
Fronts” have extended the deadline for sponsor-
ship until October 24, 2015. We are waiting until
after the Million Man March so that other Black
men will be inspired to participate. 

If you are interested in sponsoring a Black man
that has played a significant role in your life by
recognizing him in a full page advertisement that
will be appearing in the Milwaukee Community
Journal newspaper call Tony Courtney at 374-
2364. 

The cost is $25.00 per name. The Black man
you sponsor can be living or have transitioned to
the world of our Ancestors.

FROM
THE
BLACK
By Tony Courtney
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fair in its dealing with Black people and the general be-
lief, while its beautifully masked, is that Black people are
sub-human and Whites are superior.  While America is a
great country, America will never achieve its full potential
until it deals with its own hypocrisy.   

The Golden Rule basically states “do unto others like
we want others to do to us.” This is such a profound but
simple statement that speaks to the balance of all life and
its natural justice (the law of nature).  In principle, the
Golden Rule is a directive to regard others as one does
oneself and to act accordingly. Although often confused
with it, the Golden Rule is not the maxim of reciprocity
captured in, "I give so that you will give in return," but
rather a unilateral moral commitment to the well-being
of the others without the expectation of anything in re-
turn.  The Golden Rule is a very natural position and one
that fits nicely within the soul and the natural man.  No
one has to convince you of this fact, it’s just a natural po-
sition and it aligns perfectly with the heart of man. It’s
just the right thing to do.  

The concept is further explained from the perspective
of psychology, philosophy, sociology, economics and re-
ligion.  Psychologically, it involves a person empathizing
with others. Philosophically, it involves a person perceiv-
ing their neighbor also as "I" or "self".  Sociologically, is
applicable between individuals, between groups, and also
between individuals and groups.  In economics, without
some kind of reciprocity, society would no longer be able
to exist. Religious thought figures prominently in the his-
tory of this concept of how to love others – in many in-
stances, this concept is at the base for most religions.    

If this is the case and it’s being touted by today’s lead-
ers, then how come White America (i.e. governments, ed-
ucation and religious institutions, etc.) are unable or
unwilling to look at what America has done to the Black
man – the shear absence of this fact, is in fact a violation
of human law and the Golden Rule.  The hypocrisy is
alarming especially when you consider how America can
study almost any other situation yet it took almost an “act
of God” for Congress to utter a very “weak” apology for
slavery.  How does America explain away its treatment
of Black people from any of the perspectives as part of
the Golden Rule (i.e. psychology, philosophy, sociology,
economics and religion) – it’s either absolutely silence or
the general response is that it happened so long ago there-
fore Blacks should get over it.  

I can prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that the ration-
ale is extremely flawed.  It won’t take much especially
for those that are honest and not suffering from a patho-
logical state of denial.  The fact of the matter, it wasn’t
until the 1960’s that Blacks were given some protections
under the law – protections against the most protracted
and prolonged level of racism the world ever experi-
enced.  

This post-racial belief is extremely lethal and danger-
ous because it promotes an even deeper level of racism.
It encourages both ignorant people and its institutions to
downplay race as a factor when racism was and is the

basis for White dominance today.  Let’s reverse history.
What would White people think if Blacks did to them
what they did to us?  The Golden Rule also implies a level
of justice is achieved and today we find the majority of
Black people very much struggling.  Today, Blacks dom-
inate nearly every negative demographic and are invisible
in nearly every positive demographic.  What’s worse is
that this is now a structural issue that will mandate these
type of disparities last forever unless there is an interrup-
tion.  I contend that anyone who denies that racism exists
is possibly a racist themselves.  

If you just do a simple examination of the American
Institution of Slavery, there should be a rush by all Amer-
icans to not hide the truth about slavery, but, in fact, to
own it because it is through owning it that America will
begin to heal and cleanse itself.  This institution was so
foul, brutal, diabolical, mean, cruel, and even devilish –
it was so wrong on every level.  How else can a society
that was formed under the principles of democracy be so
morally corrupt and hypocritical?  Let me remind you of
the basic principles of democracy which are the founda-
tion for America life (i.e. law, freedom of press, respect
of human and rights, participating in the political process,
etc.).  I will expound on the following: 

• The Rule of Law - America is a nation of laws and
not of men.  For a period of nearly 300 years through
1863 (emancipation), the enslavement of Black people
was legal.  In addition, there were a number of state laws
that allowed slave-owners to brutally treat their captives
and in many cases permitted them to kill their captives.
Even when the slave-owners violated their own laws, few,
if any, were ever prosecuted.  In my limited studies, I’ve
uncovered some of the worst abuses and murders of those
enslaved by slave-owners – many as part of the psycho-
logical warfare employed that was aimed at engraving
fear and intimidation into the hearts and minds of all
those enslaved and engrained into their children.    

Recently, in New Orleans, a child’s grave site was un-
covered with hundreds of other Black, enslaved children
buried nearby.  Under the protection of laws, these en-
slaved children were killed by the wives of the slave-
owners because they couldn’t bear to see their husband’s
children by Black slaves (our mothers and sisters were
raped) on a daily basis so they were murdered.  There are
numerous examples of outright murders of Blacks by
slave-owners and the laws of the land protected them
from prosecution.  You must remember that there were
so many times when the enslaved wasn’t killed but he
was beat and/or whipped to near death.  This type of be-
havior was often used to keep the other enslaved Black
in check and to demonstrate absolute power the slave-
owner had on them.  Basically, had it not been that the
enslaved played an invaluable role in the profitability of
the slave-owner, many more would’ve been killed.  

The hypocrisy of America runs deep and can be seen
in how it has treated Black people – how could slavery,
not only exist but last for so long and be so brutal?  What
was the motive for such behavior - I just don’t believe
profit alone was the motivation as some have articulated

– to carry on this type of behavior there had to be a certain
level of hate and a belief that those enslaved aren’t human
and are less than animals.  Especially when you look at
how American’s treat their animals.  In America, horses
and dogs had more protection under the laws of America
than Black people.  

Until the 1960’s, racism was openly practiced by every
American institution, and this behavior was protected
under the laws of America (i.e. Jim Crow).  How can
America claim to be a true democracy when it has had
laws for nearly 400 years that enslave and brutalized
Black people, especially given the nature and purpose the
country's birth?  

• Respect of Human and Civil Rights – In a democracy,
the people are the most important and integral part of the
society, and the purpose of government is to serve the
needs of the people, not vice versa. This is the main rea-
son for the Bill of Rights representing the first ten amend-
ments to the Constitution of the United States.  It wasn’t
until 1868 that the Fourteenth Amendment was adopted
as part of the Reconstruction Amendments. The amend-
ment addresses citizenship rights and equal protection of
the laws for those formerly enslaved which occurred after
the American Civil War.  Even though the laws were cor-
rected, it didn’t change the minds, attitudes, and behav-
iors of the racist.  

The Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 freed Blacks
that were enslaved and after the Civil War, the Thirteenth
Amendment emancipated all U.S. slaves wherever they
were. As a result, the hundreds of thousands of Southern
Blacks now were faced with the difficulty Northern
Blacks had already confronted – being free but sur-
rounded by many hostile Whites that hated Black people
(today we are led to believe that this hatred magically dis-
appeared). Even after the Emancipation Proclamation,
America was still unprepared to deal with the question of
full citizenship for the newly freed Black population
therefore the “Reconstruction” was implemented by Con-
gress that lasted from 1866 to 1877 and was aimed at pro-
viding for a clear pathway for Blacks to become full
citizens.  

The reconstruction lasted for only ten years and never
achieved its intended purpose.  Imagine, after nearly 300
years of absolute oppression and perpetual barbaric treat-
ment, there was no relief, no counseling, and no payments
to Black people.  Many Whites in the South saw Recon-
struction as a humiliating, even vengeful imposition and
did not welcome it. During this period, Blacks enjoyed a
period during which they were allowed to vote, actively
participate in the political process, acquire the land of for-
mer owners, seek their own employment, and use public
accommodations. Racist Whites rallied against the former
slaves' freedom and began to find means for eroding the
gains for which many had shed their blood. 

In 1877, in an effort to appease the racist southern
Whites to avoid a second civil war, a compromise was
achieved that destroyed the reconstruction efforts and
marked a turn in policy away from concern for freed
slaves in the South, and ultimately helped usher in the era

of Jim Crow, a term used to describe laws passed in the
American South that required that Whites and Blacks be
segregated in public spaces such as railroad cars, restau-
rants, hotels, and schools.  This further supported when
in 1896 the U.S. Supreme Court declared these laws con-
stitutional in the landmark decision Plessy v. Ferguson.
The Jim Crow era would not legally end until the Civil
Rights Movement of the 1960s.  The retaliation was so
thorough, it lasted until the present. Even today, we are
led to believe that Blacks didn’t suffer and if they did, it
has no impact on today.  

• Participation in the Political Processes – Although
many world governments claim to act in the best interests
of the people they govern, only democracies actually rep-
resent the will of the people. Elections give voice and
agency to every person in the political community and
allow all interested citizens to directly engage in politics
and participate in the discussion of how the society will
be ruled. Elections are therefore the most fundamental
component of democracies.

Not all elections are the same.  In fact, national, re-
gional, and local governments employ a variety of voting
systems to meet the needs of the people.  Also, it’s im-
portant to ask which people in the community are allowed
to vote.  For hundreds of years, Blacks didn’t have the
right to vote and the country was built without Blacks
input. So it’s understandable that the existing America fa-
vors White people over Black people because Black’s po-
litical input was denied.  

Elections are critical to having a voice and having input
and they can serve different purposes as well.  Some elec-
tions determine who will lead the community, whereas
other elections ask voters to express their opinions on
specific laws, taxes, and other issues. For these reasons,
understanding elections and voting systems is essential
to understanding democratic systems of government and
Blacks were so late to the game.  In a democracy, politics
isn’t a spectator sport. It's a participation sport. It won't
work if everyone doesn’t take part and Blacks, even when
they were allowed to vote, were threatened and intimi-
dated to not vote through an orchestrated terror.  Today,
Blacks are so disappointed by the political process, the
fight for the right to vote is all but forgotten.  

Democracy for Black people in America is an absolute
hypocrisy.  Why has democracy been so elusive for Black
people? Why?  It started with the vicious kidnapping of
millions of people from Africa, the horrific transatlantic
passage that some historians have coined as Atlantic
Ocean’s human carpet. Then, they were sold as property
and forced to labor in the most extreme physical condi-
tions for those that were enslaved from the time they were
physically able until their death (this chattel slavery lasted
over 300 years). They were removed of their human dig-
nity, language, culture, traditions, religion. Their knowl-
edge of self was so purposeful and exact, Blacks today
still exhibit the characteristics of being enslaved, and we
have some who have the audacity to believe that this ex-
perience wasn’t painful, hurtful, and severely damaging.
Where is the Golden Rule?  

(continued from page 3)
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economy.
We patronized Black businesses, drank beer produced by a Black brewery

(yeah, we had one here), cashed our checks at a Black bank and saved our
money at a Black owned savings and loan. Oh, and did you know we had a
Black owned and operated hospital? Not to mention my grandparents started
the first Black nursing home; providing Black patients with menus they grew
up on, and companionship with people of similar experiences and culture.

Those experiences were important because we understood the importance
of a Black dollar touching Black hands three times before leaving our com-
munity.

We subscribed to Black Nationalism because we collectively understood
the power of Black unity and equally important Black pride.

Our era pushed an Africentric culture. We raised our fists up high in defi-
ance and to assert Black (em)power(ment). My generation proudly wore
African clothing, named our children after African heroes, and embraced the
concepts of Kwanzaa.

Many of your generation understood that we are part of the Diaspora and
must never forget the Maafa for it defines our existence and continues to this
day.

Our generation pushed for Black history in the schools, and we created
schools that instilled in our children a sense of purpose and cultural identifi-
cation.

Speaking of culture, how can you compare Snoop Doggy Dude and Two
Quarters to the Temptations, O’Jays, Chi Lites, Moments, Dramatics, Aretha,
Patty or Gladys?

I was listening to Actor/Comedian Jamie Fox’s “The Fox Hole” on satellite
radio the other day. The first song was some rapper declaring that he was a
“stand up Nig…, who stood up for his ‘bitches.’” Give me a break!

I think the most important aspect that defined our era and served as a key
aspect of our cultural awareness was the civil rights struggle.

I now recognize that we were privileged to be born in an era where we were
recruited as soldiers in the most important battle of our nation within a nation.
Our mission was clearly defined: we were to tear down the walls of apartheid
by any means necessary to ensure a better life for those who followed. Maybe
we didn’t complete our mission and we ignored the counterattack that de-
stroyed our family structure and cut our “supply line” to the Motherland. For
that I apologize.

Obviously, the battle is far from won, even though the foolish and mis-
guided among us believe so.

That’s where you brothers come in, I told them. The question isn’t which
era was better, but how can we merge them into one experience and redefine
the direction of the Freedom Train.

I introduced to the brothers the Sankofa concept, the African bird whose
head is turned backwards, looking at the trail already travelled, while it walks
forward. The concept is to always be aware of your past, as we move to the
future.

We must collectively learn from our past as we define our present and plot
our future.

Now that’s the perfect note to end our debate upon.
Hotep.

(continued from page 3)

SIGNIFYIN’:
We need to bring “Ol’
School” and Nu Skool” 
together to move forward
on the “Freedom Train” Rico as two of the main port markets for enslaved

Afrikans into the “new world.” 
Biologically there is very little difference be-

tween Afrikan-Americans and Afrikan-Latinos,
except for the fact that the latter has shed their at-
tachment to their Afrikan roots as a strategy for ac-
ceptance and advancement into the mainstream of
U.S society. 

This article doesn’t seek to deny any of the three
above-mentioned groups the right to fight for right
or protest against wrong. Nor does it seek to deny
the fact that Latino-American children face their
own unique challenges in America’s public educa-
tion system. 

Still further, the author does not see a need for
negative relations between any of the above men-
tioned groups, as respect should never be lost de-
spite any differences that may exist. Each culture
in this country has a right to seek redress against
government-sanctioned discrimination. 

However, this article does seek to clarify, un-
apologetically, that the United States government,
in an effort to ensure that the majority of Afrikan-
Americans in this country will never receive the
opportunity for the advancement that they have
earned, and very well deserve, has used other mi-
nority groups, chiefly White Gays, White Women
and Latinos as a convenient distraction and re-
placement group whenever the Black cry for jus-
tice needs to be drowned out of the media, and out
of the halls of Congress. 

Still further, all three of these groups have been
willing to be used, without reservation, as a
weapon of white racism against the Black popula-
tion. For anyone to suggest that Afrikan-Ameri-
cans are on equal parity with these three groups is
to admit ignorance regarding the indisputable cen-
tral role that Blacks have played in the making and
shaping of America since it’s inception. It was not
Latinos, Gays or White women who built America
from the ground up without pay, Afrikan-Ameri-
cans did that. It was not Latinos, Gays or White
Women who had to prove that they were, in fact,
human beings, not monkeys or gorillas, Afrikan-
Americans had to do that. 

Although Latinos and Gays have had their share
of bouts with police terrorism in this country, nei-
ther of them has had to sustain a nationwide sys-
temic campaign of police genocide, not merely
repression, which was initiated in the 16th century
and continues to this day. 

White Gays and White Women both benefit
from white privilege; despite whatever challenges
that exist for them in this country, they can both

claim to not ever having been dehumanized, en-
slaved or having their status subjugated in defer-
ence to the status of Blacks. A white man, gay or
straight, exercises a status of respect and power in
America, which supersedes every member of the
Black family in this country. 

The same can be stated for the White woman; as
the only person who supersedes her in privilege is
her husband, father and White male neighbors.
Black people are not fighting for the right to have
sex, or for cultural approval, but for the right to
EXIST. Black people are fighting for the right to
LIVE and BREATHE. This fight for life should
never be considered equal with struggles for sex
and culture. 

The greatest evil in America is White Su-
premacy, neither sexism nor sexuality can compete
with it. White Supremacy has enslaved and exter-
minated millions of Afrikan-Americans, can either
the Feminist or Homosexual movement state that
the same statistic is true for them? Of course, they
cannot. 

As for the Latinos, they largely spring from a
culture that is still intact, with identifiable home-
lands to which they can return whenever they
choose, and have only had to endure the pangs of
Americanization for a few decades, not centuries,
as is the case for the so-called Afrikan-American. 

The Latino, if he or she so chooses, can “quit”
America, and return immediately to the land of
their birth. After all, they willingly chose to come
here and work, while Afrikan-Americans were
forced to do so for free. Unlike the Black man and
woman in America, Latinos have not had to suffer
the debilitating disease of “psychological home-
lessness.” 

Psychological homelessness is defined as a form
of cultural depression that leaves one feeling
lonely and isolated in a cold world due to the fact
that the only land mass that one feels comfortable
calling home is the one controlled by the descen-
dants of their ancestors’ slave masters. 

The fact that the Latino can speak a language
other than English affords them a privilege that is
foreign to the Afrikan-American, the privilege of
communicating with one’s kinsmen outside of the
tongue used by the American majority. In public
school, certain schools have been reserved across
the country for non-English speaking students, not
a single public school exists for the Black boy or
girl, save those that appear to be so due to the
White and Latino flight from certain urban centers
that has thereby left the school exclusively Black
by circumstance, and not by intentional social-aca-

demic design; where White racist teachers and a
White racist curriculum serve as the ball and chain
that binds Black children to another generation of
mis-education.

If one assumes by reading this article that the
author is deploring the rights of the triple-minority,
or expressing dissatisfaction at their neglect of
Black women, Black gays and the Black commu-
nity that has helped their movements to flourish,
nothing could be further from the truth. 

As I conclude, the true dissatisfaction is with my
own people, Afrikan-Americans, whose religious
immaturity, constantly reinforced every Sunday
from the pulpit, reminds them that they have to be
the shepherd for all of humanity’s sheep, and not
merely themselves. Afrikan-Americans are the
only “minority” group in the United States who de-
vote as much attention to the struggles of other
people as they do to themselves. 

This is precisely one of the reasons why this
group hasn’t realized more progress since the close
the 1960s civil rights movement, the last effective
and sustained Black mass protest movement
against the government for justice. 

Because of our low racial self-esteem, and psy-
chological insecurities that demand we be accepted
by all other cultures, even when those other cul-
tures are actively working against the best interest
of our community, we have become the laughing-
stock within an American society that is preparing
more now then ever, to make a permanent under-
class of the entire Black population. You can often
find more Black women fighting for the feminist
agenda than you can fight against racism. You can
also find more Black gays and lesbians fighting for
the LGBT platform than you can struggle against
racism. 

Surprisingly, the same is true for the Black com-
munity as a whole, where many Black folk would
rather take up the campaign for illegal aliens, ani-
mal rights, the environment or some other issue
that doesn’t require them to focus upon their own
people’s condition. In fact, it is not the Latino, Gay
or Whit Female who most strongly argues for the
multicultural agenda, but rather it is the Black
community itself, with its “colorblind” politics,
“colorblind” religion, and “colorblind” economic
habits, that is most responsible for the neglect
shown to it by other cultures, movements and the
government itself. 

The Black agenda has been totally placated by
the multicultural agenda despite the fact that, at
last check, the color Black was not now, nor has it

PART II: ALL LIVES MATTER
Multiculturalism as white racisms new
weapon against the Black agenda(continued from page 3)

(continued on page 9)
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ever been, included amongst the colors in the popular
rainbow. 

Seeking coalitions with Latinos whom the federal gov-
ernment is now using to replace Blacks in the labor mar-
ket, and drive Afrikan-American unemployment rates
even higher, is a recipe for political suicide. While seek-
ing coalitions with feminists and homosexual groups
whose only agenda is themselves would also be an error
of the gravest kind. 

Black leadership has failed its constituency by con-
stantly looking for an unsympathetic shoulder to cry on,
rather than build an uncompromising political-economic
agenda for its people that includes access to capital, re-
distribution of wealth, and unpaid reparations for the
Afrikan dehumanization process, otherwise known as
American slavery. 

Fighting for civil rights is no longer effective when
other minority groups can be used to argue against the ac-
cusations of Blacks. Rather, a human rights platform
against political-economic genocide, that calls on the in-
ternational community to investigate America’s treatment
of its most entrenched minority group, is what the current
hour demands. 

If the Black man and woman are to save themselves,
and their children, they must rebirth an uncompromising
Black agenda, that doesn’t seek to include all non-white
peoples, or marginalized groups, but rather a Black Power
agenda that only seeks to speak for the Black condition,
the Black reality and the Black future. 

Neither Chinese, Arabs, Native Americans nor East In-
dians are interested in Black people, excepting the ex-
ploitation of your dollar by their merchants in the
ghettoes of America. Added to this list is the Latino, who
has climbed so quickly politically that working with
Blacks, at this time, in their opinion, would represent a
step backwards. 

The feminist and the homosexual have so far surpassed

the Black community in their fight for their share of the
American Dream that they also look down upon the self-
hating Afrikan with contempt. The only question that has
to be answered is how long will the Black community
allow the ineffective religious and political rhetoric to
continue to straightjacket itself as it is marched blindly
towards racial extinction. 

The “Unapologetically Afrikan Movement” affirms
that Black people should be proud and self-determined.
It affirms that Black people should seek no coalition with
any group whose members aren’t willing to die for the
Black man or woman. 

It affirms that we fight for ourselves, and only for our-
selves, as we have been the cannon fodder in the move-
ments of too many other minority groups, none of whom
have appropriately returned the favor. The new rallying
cry for Black people in the 21st century must be “Love
Thyself First!” 

Dr. Umar Johnson is a School Psychologist, Educator
and Political Scientist. He is author of the book “Psycho-
Academic Holocaust: The Special Education and ADHD
Wars Against Black Boys.” 

A kinsman to Frederick Douglass and former Minister
of Education for the Marcus Garvey Movement, he is the
founder of the National Movement to Save Black Boys
(NMSBB). 

As one of the most requested Afrikan-American Schol-
ars and Orators in the country he is a regular guest on tel-
evision and radio shows throughout the world. He is
currently raising funds to acquire the HBCU St.Paul’s
College in Virginia to one day soon be re-opened as the
Frederick Douglass & Marcus Garvey RBG International
Leadership Academic for Black Boys; which will be
America’s first ever residential academy for Afrikan-
American male children based on the principles of entre-
preneurship and Pan-Afrikanism. He can be reached at
www.GoFundMe.Com/DrUmar or www.DrUmarJohn-
son.com 

Multiculturalism as white racisms new
weapon against the Black agenda
(continued from page 8)

(CDFI).
Citing a recent trend, the National Association of

Real Estate Brokers' President Ronald Cooper
stated: "According to the most recently disseminated
U.S. Census Bureau America Housing Profile Fact
sheet (May 2015), the homeownership rate for the
fourth quarter 2014 for African-American home-
owners declined to 41.8 percent - the lowest re-
ported rate since 1980. 

Hispanics are also struggling to increase their
homeownership rates."

This year's convention has invited the participa-
tion of major corporations like Radian Guaranty,
largest provider of private mortgage insurance in the
country, as well as Promontory Interfinancial Net-
work, a trusted partner to 3,000 financial institu-
tions, to assist minority banks with strategies that
will strengthen their abilities to do more mortgage
lending.

On hand to help the banks better position them-
selves to sell more mortgage loans to the secondary
market will be the country's only African-American
Ginnie Mae issuers, Lois Johnson, CEO of United
Security Financial.

Vantage Score 3.0, a subsidiary of Experian,
Equifax and Trans Union, will seek to partner with
minority banks in a well - orchestrated effort to con-
vince Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac (Government
Sponsored Enterprises) to accept alternative credit

scoring models, thus making millions of consumers
worthy of credit consideration who are presently
locked-out if FICO retains its unchallenged position
of dominance within the credit scoring space.

Lisa Rice, executive vice president, National Fair
Housing Alliance, has pointed out how credit scor-
ing mechanisms produce disparate and unreliable
negative outcomes for borrowers of color and dis-
cussed how all these issues contribute to the widen-
ing wealth gap in America.

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB) did not respond to the NBA's invitation to
participate.

Working on a strategy that will include national
organizations, the regulatory community, various
the agencies of the federal government and the pri-
vate sector, Michael Grant, president of the National
Bankers Association, also has plans to take the case
for sustained homeownership within communities
of color to President Barack Obama. Grant stated:
"This is clearly a President who knows how to get
things dome. If he could capture Osama Bin Laden,
rescue the U.S. economy from near collapse, give
the nation its first national healthcare program, save
the auto industry and negotiate with Iran to halt its
progress toward the development of a nuclear bomb,
he can help communities of color to regain the
wealth that they lost during the great recession by
making homeownership for these communities one
of his administration's top priorities."

The National Bankers Association
Convenes to Promote Sustainable
Ownership Within Communities
(continued from page 6)



The Milwaukee Community Journal October 7, 2015 Page 10

The 
Newspaper 

with itsFINGER on the
PULSE of YOUR 

Community!
The 

Milwaukee
Community

Journal


